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  As his foot meets the familiar grassy surface, this champion player grips his hands firmly around his trusted friend and prepares himself for another mighty battle against a worthy opponent. Once again, Wimbledon will bear witness to another grueling match that will pit these two companions, Novak Djokovic and his trusted friendhis tennis racketagainst the top players that the game has to offer.


  All of his opponents are seeking one accomplishmentto dethrone this tennis king from his perch. Novak realizes the challenges that await him. He knows what will be required from him, both mentally and physically, to retain his number one position within the tennis world. He has the skills, the experience and the knowledge to defeat all that come forth.


  He peers down at his trusted tennis racket that has now become one with his body. He closes his eyes, but for only a moment, for reflection and focus on the task at hand. His glory awaits him at the end of this day. However, he must not overlook who is now glaring at him from across the court. This will be his first trial of many on this bright English day.


  As his opponent tears the silence, that has now befallen across the court, with a searing serve, the battle for glory has begun and he is ready.


  In the book, you will follow Novak Djokovic from his very early child years when he first stepped onto a tennis court, to his name being placed at the number one position within all of tennis. His name has also been mentioned, in some circles, as the best tennis player of all time and it will be revealed why within these pages.


  The Pathway Has Been Lit


  It was destiny. If something in your life is meant to be, then its meant to be!


   Novak Djokovic


  Just years before the world saw the break-up of Yugoslavia and eruption of the Bosnian War; the world welcomed a future king within the tennis world. On May 22, 1987, in Belgrade, Yugoslaviawhich is now SerbiaSrdjan and Dijana Djokovic became proud parents to Novak Djokovic. The sport of tennis was not planned for Srdjans son. Srdjan had been a professional skier and avid soccer player, and had set forth plans to teach his son those two sports.


  As Srdjan dreamed of his son following in his footsteps, Dijana gave birth to Novaks two younger brothers, Marko and Djordje. Marko was been born in 1991, and Djordje was born in 1995. Once they saw their older brother, Novak, pick up a tennis racket and begin playing on the court, they, too, fell in love with the sport of tennis. Marko has since gone on to becoming an up-and-coming professional tennis player while Djordje is still in school and working on his game. Who knows? Maybe one day we may watch these three talented brothers battle it out on the court. What a dream team of tennis players that would be! Until then, each of the younger brothers will continue practicing his favorite sport and attending school, respectively.


  During his childhood, Novak wasnt seeking tennistennis was seeking Novak. He was just four years old when he was on the sidelines of a tennis camp that was hosted by professional tennis coach, Jelena Gencic. He had watched for several days from the sidelines before Jelena had invited him to come into the court and take a few swings with the racket. Novak immediately fell in love with the game and demonstrated a natural talent for it.


  He slowly began practicing every day, becoming familiar with his newfound love, and at the age of six years old, Jelena began coaching him professionally. She saw a true talent within Novak that would eventually propel him to the top of the tennis world. Jelena stated that even at such a young age, he had unbelievable concentration, focus, and skill in tennis. She went on further to say that she was convinced he would become a champion one day, and that Novak was the greatest talent she had seen since Monica Seles. Jelena knew true talent when she saw it, and it is now demonstrated every time Novak takes the court.


  As Jelena worked with him over the next six years, she noticed that the competition within his area was too easy for him. She was convinced that the only way Novak would become a better tennis player was to have him compete against more skilled players from across the globe. She contacted Nikola Pilic, who owns Pilics Tennis Academy in Oberschleißheim, Germany. From this academy, Novak was tested against the best tennis players within his skill level that the world had to offer. This would push Novak to become better with each match. He trained at the academy over the next four years, and began his professional career in 2001 at the age of 14.


  While on the Junior Circuit, Novak posted wins in singles, doubles, and team competitions. His skill level increased at an astonishing rate during this time. Matches that would appear to be difficult when first announced seemed effortless to him once they began.


  He took the Junior Circuit by storm, tucking many accomplishments under his belt. At 14, he was a European Champion in Singles, Doubles, and Team competition, and won the silver medal for Yugoslavia in team competition during the World Junior Championships.


  The next year saw Novak take the under 16 European Championship once again, the under 18 Princes Cup in Miami, and the ITF Tournament in Pancevo. He won the prestigious tournaments La Poet, and La Boule, which is held in France. Such a miraculous feat considering he was pitted against competition that was often older by three years on multiple occasions. After five ITF Tournaments in which he played, Novak found himself sitting as the 40th best junior player in the entire world.


  Novak began his 2003 season by competing in the finals of the ITP Tournament, which was held in Nurnberg, Germany. Even though his season has been just a typical Novak season, it was a very special time for him professionally. He acquired his first ATP points of his professional career by playing in a Futures Tournament which was hosted by the Red Star tennis club. He went on to help his teammates win another gold medal for his country during the Olympics which took place in Latne, France. His team captain, Jovan Lilic, couldnt be prouder of his team, especially of Novak. It was the first time that Novak won all six matches that he was paired in, and was also the first time that he was ranked as the number one player within the Junior Circuit.


  Novak began making great professional strides during his 2004 season. For the first time in his fledgling career, he played in a Davis Cup Tournament alongside fellow teammates and countrymen, Nikola Ciric, Boris Pashanski, Dejan Petrovic, Janko Tipsarevic, Dusan Vemic, and Nenad Zimonjic. At that time, Serbia and Montenegro were competing together as one country in the Davis Cup, following the breakup of former Yugoslavia. It wasnt until 2007 when they competed as separate countries.


  Novak contributed to the tie with Latvia by winning a point against Janis Skroderis. During the Davis Cup, he was ranked 606th in the world. His ranking would skyrocket by the end of the season and Novak would become the 184th ranked player in the world.


  It wasnt that single point in the Davis Cup that propelled him forward in the world rankings. The 2004 season was a coming of age season for young Novak. Among some of his 2004 season accomplishments was his victory in a Serbia F5 Futures Tournament, his first ATP Challenger Event in Budapest, and an ATP Challenger Event in Aachen, Germany. The world of tennis was beginning to take notice of Novaks playing abilities. His opponents were beginning to recognize the Novak name.


  His last year before he turned professional, Novak began racking up more victories against quality opponents that he faced with larger ATP Tournament events. For the first time, he qualified in Australia to play in the main draw of a Grand Slam event. Later in the season, he would tuck another ATP Challenger Event under his belt in San Remo, after he won his first round match at Roland Garros. He even shocked himself by qualifying for Wimbledon and lasting until the third round.


  With all of these accomplishments and victories, the 2005 season finally allowed Novak to break into the top 100, of the world rankings, for the first time in his tennis career. This also qualified him for the US Open, in which he reached the third round before being defeated.


  Paris Bercy also welcomed Novak by matching him against the ninth ranked player in the world, Mariano Puerto, in the fourth round. He shocked the top ten ranked player by defeating him, and advancing to the third round.


  Where he began the season as the 184th ranked player, he would end the season as the 78th ranked player. At just 17 years of age, Novak would be mentioned amongst the top 100 tennis players in the world. This further proved the point of his longtime friend and coach, Jelena Gencic, that he would become a champion. This would also mark the last year that Novak would be on the Junior Circuit. He would turn all of his attention to the professional level the next year.
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