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  INTRODUCTION


  In 2010, nurse Josephine Ross and auto engineer Rebecca Carmine adopted a son. That same year, Republicans gained control of the U.S. Senate. Fearing for their child’s future, Josephine and Rebecca knew that they had to take action against the impending crisis resulting from the right-wing agenda. They started small—with a community meeting that began in their home outside of Lansing, Michigan. It soon became apparent that they were not alone in their concerns, and the group grew in numbers and support. Members took to the streets and blogosphere. As the country began to gear up for the 2012 Presidential election, the couple knew they had to take action. They became acquainted with political science and economics professor Amir Hamed, who encouraged their grassroots movement. All three knew they had to get the word out to the public and make their ideas known. The fruit of their labor is the book you currently hold in your hand. Their hope is that you will be as incensed as they were at the injustices committed against the middle class by the Republican Party throughout the years, and that the citizens of America will band together for a better and more Democratic future.
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  By writing this book, we at Protecting Democracy from Republicans (PDR) feel that giving all Americans a chance to see the indiscretions and offenses practiced by the Republican Party on the middle class will open some eyes and improve our personal and political future. With the 2012 election so near at hand, we feel that it’s our duty as concerned Americans to speak up—as Howard Beale screamed in the classic film, Network, “I’m mad as hell, and I’m not going to take this anymore!”


  Whether infringing on our constitutional rights or lining their pockets with taxpayer’s money, Republicans have a long history of abusing their power for selfish reasons. While they say that they want to create jobs and improve the economy, the steps they are taking are leading in the opposite direction. They are constantly giving us “lip service,” and expecting us to blindly follow them as they continue to ruin this country.


  With the help of our fellow members, we’ve put together 1,001 examples that show the Republican Party does not have our best interests in mind. It’s time for a wake-up call against their propaganda and smooth talking, and time to show them that we know the score. We refuse to continue to buy into their lies and want to show how out of touch they are with the interests of their constituents.


  We at PDR believe in fighting political rhetoric with facts and, as this book demonstrates, the GOP has a long track record of ignoring and twisting these very facts to suit their agendas, whether personal or political.


  Rather than looking out for the best interests of this country, they’d rather do what’s best for them and the rest of the power elite. In the meantime, the hardships being faced by the middle class are unalleviated and the majority continues to be ignored by the minority.


  Our goal is that you, the reader, will pick up this book and be incensed to stand up and fight back against the right-wing tyranny that is trying to take over the country we all love so dearly. The middle class is strong in numbers, and if we can come together to fight for progress, then we can secure a better future for the generations to come.


  CHAPTER ONE


  TODAY’S REPUBLICAN ELITE


  “All conservatives are such from personal defects. They have been effeminated by position or nature, born halt and blind, through the luxury of their parents, and can only, like invalids, act on the defensive.”


  —Ralph Waldo Emerson


  As the presidential election starts to heat up, we at PDR are keeping our fingers crossed that the Democrats stay in power. Now these are not just silly reasons, such as admiring a President who watches and plays basketball, but they are for more selfish reasons. While it is known that the state of the economy hasn’t been the best in the past few years, from what the other side is saying, we see only tragedy for the middle class if they were to get elected. With the democrats staying in power, we know that the people in charge will have our best interests in mind. They will continue to look out for us and try to better the American people, especially from a financial standpoint. Included in this chapter are words of fear from the possible future leaders of this country. By the time this book is published some of the candidates may be out of the running, but that doesn’t mean that they’re the only ones who believe in what they say... remember that these guys all play for the same team. The problem is that these millionaires (and they are all millionaires) don’t care about the middle class. They may be going to small towns across the country, but most of those visits are south of the Mason-Dixon line, where they know that there’s already support. All these people care about is pushing their ideologies and making sure that their rich friends stay rich and that the power elite remain in control. William Domhoff, author of Who Rules America? defines “power elite” as “the leadership group of the upper class. It consists of active-working members of the upper class and high-level employees in profit and nonprofit institutions controlled by members of the upper class through stock ownership, financial support, or involvement on the board of directors.” http://www2.ucsc.edu/whorule-samerica/power/class_domination.html


  PDR is extremely concerned with what comes out of these people’s mouths, as their words strike the end of a strong middle class and a power elite continuing to reign supreme. They’ve never been anything but rich, so why should they care about everyone that’s not like them?


  In the film Roger & Me (1989) by Michael Moore, there’s a scene where Moore goes to a country club to speak with a few female members about the many former GM employees who are out of work. The women felt that most of the unemployed workers (you know, the ones who had worked their entire lives for GM and then were just laid off and left with nothing) were just lazy, didn’t want to work, and were trying to take the easy way out. They were so far removed from what the real situation was that they couldn’t fathom why these people didn’t just get another job. Now while these women did express remorse for those losing their jobs and homes, it just goes to show you that while these women lived in the same town as the former-GM workers who were losing everything, they had no understanding of the situation and their first thought was that the former GM employees should just get another job.


  This is the problem with the Republican candidates. They cannot sympathize with the middle class because most (if not all) of them have never been a part of the middle class. Louis C.K. said it best in his 2005 HBO One Night Stand Special: “Poor people know what it’s like to be rich, because they fantasize about it constantly, but rich people don’t fantasize about being poor, why would they do that?” It’s hard to understand the plight of the middle class if you’ve never been in their shoes or lived their lives. They only know wealth, and in their own words, you’ll see how they really do not care about the majority of Americans, but rather their rich circle of cronies.


  Mitt Romney


  1.Asked if those who criticize the distribution of power and wealth in America were motivated by “jealousy or fairness,” Mitt Romney answered, “I think it’s about envy. I think it’s about class warfare.” Romney also cautioned that discussions of inequality should be held “in quiet rooms,” ostensibly not in public and televised debate forums.


  2.Mitt Romney’s infamous declaration that “corporations are people” is a glaring example of the Republican candidate’s blindness to the American public. A reported 60 percent of Americans disagree with this statement, and at a time when American faith in government is at a historic low, now should be the time to embrace the public and regain the people’s trust, rather than continuing to pander to corporations.


  3.Romney, at this point the presumptive GOP Presidential candidate, has based his entire campaign thus far on attacks of President Obama without ever really presenting a positive platform for his own candidacy.


  4.Though Mitt Romney continues to try and convince voters that he’s just a regular American, recent renovations to his vacation home included an elevator for the GOP candidate’s cars.


  5.In 2007, a man in a wheelchair suffering from muscular dystrophy met Romney and told him, “I have the support of five of my doctors saying that I am living proof that medical marijuana works,” and then asked, “Will you arrest me and my doctors if I get medical marijuana?” Romney interrupted him and moved away saying, “I’m not in favor of medical marijuana being legal.” The man in the wheelchair then asked, “So, would you have me arrested?” Romney ignored the man, turned to someone else, and began a conversation as the man in the wheelchair repeated his request for Romney to answer his question.


  6.In 2008, Mitt Romney abandoned Americans employed in the auto industry, writing an op-ed entitled, “Let Detroit go bankrupt.”


  7.Mitt Romney said that America can be “the best place in the world to be middle class again,” backing up this claim with examples from The Sports Authority and Staples, companies which Romney’s private equity firm Bain Capital had helped to create new jobs. However, a job at these two companies makes under $9 per hour on average, or $19,090 a year, below the poverty line for a family of three. Meanwhile, Romney made $6,400 an hour at Bain while creating these (low-paying) jobs.


  8.Mitt Romney says of his time at Bain Capital, “In those hundreds of businesses we invested in, tens of thousands of jobs net-net were created. I understand how the economy works.” However, while it is clear that Bain made huge returns on their investments in companies, exactly where Romney got that “tens of thousands of jobs” figure is murkier; his campaign has not offered statistical evidence of the jobs lost and jobs gained under Romney’s direction.


  9.Romney argued in a speech to the Ohio Christian Alliance that public education is an “anachronism” left over from the Industrial Revolution “when people came off the farms where they did home school or had a little neighborhood school, and into these big factories ... called public schools.”


  10.Romney calls the DREAM Act a legislative proposal that helps hardworking youths become American citizens, a “handout.” Not only would Romney veto the act, but he also plans to deport all undocumented workers regardless of how long they have resided in America.


  11.In February 2012, Mitt Romney held a conference/fundraiser where lobbyists paid $10,000 per person to meet with him and his policy advisers. In essence, Romney is selling influence to representatives from Wall Street, the oil industry, private health insurance companies, and anyone else who can afford the price tag.


  12.Romney supporters spent a reported $1,000 per plate and $10,000 per table to have breakfast with the Republican candidate. Protester Richard Blackston, a teacher, was aggravated by how out of touch Romney is with the American people, remarking “I can’t even get paper for my classroom.”


  13.Mitt Romney believes in letting the foreclosure process “run its course and hit the bottom.” Romney would do nothing to stop families from losing their homes and would allow the banks to make money off of the hardship of the American middle class.


  14.An important part of Romney’s platform is his business experience and record of job creation. However, Romney personally profited from buying big companies, shutting down factories, firing workers, and outsourcing jobs overseas.


  15.Mitt Romney opposes the elimination of tax incentives and subsidies for major oil companies despite their record-breaking profits in recent months.


  16.Romney clings to failed economic policy and creates hardship for working families. His proposed budget would require cuts to programs like Medicare and Social Security that are important to the middle class, while increasing the deficit by trillions of dollars.


  17.President Obama’s payroll tax cut would give an average of $1,500 back to middle class workers. Mitt Romney called this money being put back in American paychecks a “temporary little Band-Aid.”


  18.Romney’s proposed budget would increase taxes by as much as 60 percent for those making less than $40,000 a year. Middle class families would lose about $167, while those with incomes of over $1 million would receive tax cuts totalling almost $146,000.


  19.Romney proposes to hand over control of federal welfare programs to the states and create private sector competition for Medicare services.


  20.49 percent of Romney’s proposed tax breaks would go to the top 0.4 percent of households, those making more than $1 million a year.


  21.Romney’s proposed tax plan increases taxes for people earning less than $10,000 by $112, for those earning $10,000 to $20,000 by $191, for those earning $20,000 to $30,000 by $126, and for those earning $30,000 to $40,000 by $14.


  22.Mitt Romney claimed, “Look, I’m not running for the rich people. Rich people can take care of themselves, alright. They’re doing just fine. I’m running for middle-class Americans.” However, he favors lowering the corporate tax rate, keeping Bush tax cuts for the wealthy, and eliminating the estate tax and has no plan to provide economic relief to working families.


  23.Massachusetts fell to 47th out of 50 on job creation while Romney was governor.


  24.While Mitt Romney served as Governor of Massachusetts, the wage of the average worker fell by almost 2 percent.


  25.Romney publicly opposes birth control and emergency contraception but privately profits from it. His Goldman Sachs 2002 Exchange Place Fund invests in Merck, Mylan, Pfizer, Johnson & Johnson, and Watson Pharmaceuticals, all of which produce birth control. Watson Pharmaceuticals manufactures nine types of emergency contraception.


  26.Although Romney calls his wealth “an asset to help America,” he has invested millions of dollars in Switzerland and the Cayman Islands. These tax havens for the wealthy cost Americans $100 billion in tax revenue annually.


  27.In an attempt to connect with Detroit voters, Romney remarked, “I drive a Mustang and a Chevy pickup truck. Ann drives a couple of Cadillacs, actually.” The cars that Romney’s wife drives cost $35-50,000 each.


  28.Mitt Romney continually proves that he is out of touch with the American public. His frequent references to his own wealth—betting Rick Perry $10,000, remarking that he is not a NASCAR fan but is friends with team owners, reminding voters of the cadillacs he owns—have been called by James Fallows “Romney’s gaffe-Tourette’s.”


  29.On June 3 in New Hampshire, Romney was quoted as saying, “I believe the world is getting warmer, and I believe that humans have contributed to that.” Less than three months later, also in New Hampshire, he remarked, “Do I think the world’s getting hotter? Yeah, I don’t know that but I think that it is. I don’t know if it’s mostly caused by humans.”


  30.Romney’s campaign is receiving what a consultant calls “supplemental income” from the super PAC Restore Our Future, created solely to support Romney’s presidential campaign. Super PAC funding is not subject to contribution limits. “Even though the superPAC may be technically unaffiliated with the candidate’s campaign,” says Sheila Krumholz of the Center for Responsive Politics, “the donors certainly are tying the two together.”


  31.In 2011, Romney received campaign contributions at the legal maximum from 172 individuals, 84 percent of the 205 donors to Restore Our Future, a super PAC created to support Romney.


  32.Included among these double-donors are five individuals who gave $1 million to Restore Our Future: hedge fund billionaires Julian Robertson, Paul Singer, and John Paulson, homebuilder Bob Perry, and former Bain exec Edward Conrad.


  33.Of the total raised for Romney’s campaign ($74,053,708) up to February 29, 2012, only 10 percent came from small individuals. Compare that to the figures for Obama’s campaign: $157,052,956 raised, and 45 percent from small individuals. This wide gap shows that “small individuals” aren’t where Romney’s money comes from.


  34.Richard Danzig, former Secretary of the Navy on Romney: “Governor Romney offered his judgment today that Russia is our nation’s number one geopolitical foe. This conclusion, as outdated as his ideas on the economy, energy needs, and social issues, is left over from the last century. Does Governor Romney believe that a Cold War foreign policy is the right course in the twenty-first century? Does he believe that Russia is a bigger threat to the U.S. today than terrorism, or cyberwarfare, or a nuclear-armed and erratic North Korea?”


  35.Of the companies Bain Capital—the company Romney co-founded and ran—invested in, 22 percent shut down or went bankrupt, resulting in thousands of lost jobs.


  36.Romney wrongly asserts: “What unfortunately happens is with all the multiplicity of federal programs, you have massive overhead, with government bureaucrats in Washington administering all these programs, very little of the money that’s actually needed by those that really need help, those that can’t care for themselves, actually reaches them.” He has been proven wrong by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, which found that “Medicaid, food stamps (now known as the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP), the Supplemental Security Income program for the elderly and disabled poor, housing vouchers, the school lunch and breakfast programs, and the Earned Income Tax Credit show that, in every case, federal administrative costs range from less than 1 percent to 8 percent of total federal program spending.”


  37.Romney lacks understanding of and experience with foreign policy. He believes that the way to approach going to war with Iran would be to “sit down with your attorneys” and let them “tell you what you have to do.”


  38.At a Republican presidential debate, Mitt Romney claimed that he would base U.S. policy (that could cost American lives) supporting a regime change in Syria on his belief that Syria is Iran’s “route to the sea.” However, Iran borders the Arabian and Caspian seas and does not share a border with Syria.


  39.Mitt Romney plans to fund the $151 billion in tax cuts to the wealthy with cuts to other programs. His casual attitude towards these programs will hurt many middle class Americans. For instance, contrary to the majority of Americans who support women’s rights to their own reproductive care, Romney has said, “Planned Parenthood, we’re going to get rid of that.”


  40.Romney has refused to identify his biggest fundraisers and donors, bringing in millions for his campaign. In other words, the American public has no idea who is buying influence in the GOP.


  Seamus the dog and Mitt Romney


  41.During a family vacation to Canada in 1983, Romney strapped his dog Seamus to the roof of his car for a twelve-hour drive. This has inspired many animal activists to create a movement called Mitt is Mean,  featuring the tagline: “Will Mitt Romney treat you like a dog if he’s President? Let’s hope not.”


  42.David Kravitz of Blue Mass Group called it “classic Romney: it solves a problem efficiently, in a businesslike manner, and with no regard whatsoever for the suffering that the solution may cause.”


  43.Gail Collins: “Elect Mitt Romney and he will take the nation on the road to the future. Some of us will be stuck on the roof.”


  44.Romney told Chris Wallace at Fox News that it was a “completely airtight kennel” that Seamus was “comfortable” in, saying that the dog “climbed up there regularly, enjoyed himself. He was in a kennel at home a great deal of the time as well. We loved the dog.”


  Michele Bachmann


  45.Michele Bachmann’s beliefs are foreign to most Americans and even most Christians. She belongs to a particularly conservative subset of the Christian right with beliefs more extreme than those of any politician like her, including Sarah Palin.


  46.“When you talk about extending the current reduced tax rate on the people who are job providers, that only makes sense in a down economy. We want to create jobs. That helps to create jobs, to keep more money in the pockets of the job creator. When you pull more money out of the pockets of the job creators, you’re going to have less jobs. What do we need in the United States right now? More jobs, millions of jobs, high-paying jobs. President Obama hasn’t delivered. The only way to do that, Chris, is make sure businesses have all of the money they need to be able to create jobs. Right now, they don’t.”


  47.Bachmann claims that corporations are not hiring because they lack the money. However, according to the Wall Street Journal, corporations have more money now than they have in nearly fifty years. Business are filling their own coffers rather than hiring or investing in new plants. Nonfinancial corporations held over $2 trillion in liquid assets last June, up from $88 billion last March. 7.1 percent of all company assets was cash, the highest percentage since 1963.


  48.Michele Bachmann: “Our nation needs to stop doing for people what they can and should do for themselves. Self reliance means, if anyone will not work, neither should he eat.”


  49.Bachmann seems to advocate slave wages, stating, “If we took away the minimum wage—if conceivably it was gone—we could potentially virtually wipe out unemployment completely.”


  Rick Santorum


  50.“‘You’re not going to find the perfect candidate unless it’s Jesus Christ,” Jim Duggar [television’s famous father of nineteen children] said on Monday. With the Christian messiah sitting this one out, Duggar endorsed his second choice: Rick Santorum.


  51.Santorum has said that he would vote against extending President Obama’s payroll tax cut, which gives middle-class individuals an average of $1,500 back in their paychecks.


  52.Of Red, White & Blue PAC’s fourteen individual donors, nine contributed the maximum amount to campaign committee of Rick Santorum, the super PAC’s favored candidate.


  53.Rick Santorum: “We are seeing it. We are seeing the fabric of this country fall apart, and it’s falling apart because of single moms.”


  54.Rick Santorum: “What we have is moms raising children in single-parent households simply breeding more criminals.”


  55.Santorum staff member Jamie Johnson reportedly circulated a sexist email, urging Christian voters not to support a female candidate. Johnson allegedly wrote, “The question then comes, ‘Is it God’s highest desire, that is, his biblically expressed will, ... to have a woman rule the institutions of the family, the church, and the state?’“


  56.In the following Rick Santorum campaign speech excerpt, he claims he was misinterpreted and did not say “black” but “blah”: “I don’t want to make black people’s lives better by giving them somebody else’s money. I want to give them the opportunity to go out and earn the money and provide for themselves and their families.” Santorum later defended himself by saying, “In fact, I’m pretty confident I didn’t say black. What I think—I started to say a word and then sort of changed and it sort of—blah—mumbled it and sort of changed my thought.”


  57.Tea Party Rep. Paul Ryan’s proposed budget plan would effectively end Medicare and force seniors to pay double for their health care. Santorum thinks that Ryan’s drastic cuts to federal programs aren’t extreme enough, saying “I support in principle what Paul Ryan is suggesting. The only concern I have is I don’t think Paul Ryan goes far enough.”


  58.Rick Santorum, suggesting that he would support outlawing pre- or extra-marital sex: “One of the things I will talk about, that no president has talked about before, is I think the dangers of contraception in this country. It’s not okay. It’s a license to do things in a sexual realm that is counter to how things are supposed to be. [Sex] is supposed to be within marriage. It’s supposed to be for purposes that are yes, conju-gal.but also procreative.”


  Ron Paul


  59.Ron Paul has been criticized for controversial newsletters written under his name in the 80s and 90s that included paranoid conspiracy theories, bigotry, and racism. Paul has denied writing the newsletters and rejects their content, claiming that this has always been his stance. Paul said on CNN, “I never read that stuff. I never—I would never—I came—I was probably aware of it 10 years after it was written... Well, you know, we talked about [the newsletters] twice yesterday at CNN. Why don’t you go back and look at what I said yesterday on CNN, and what I’ve said for 20-some years. It was 22 years ago. I didn’t write them. I disavow them and that’s it.”


  However, in 1996 Paul did not deny authorship and defended some of the more egregiously racist claims in the newsletters, objecting only that his words were taken out of context.


  60.In 1999, Ron Paul was the only member of Congress to oppose the issuing of a Congressional Gold Medal to Rosa Parks.


  61.In May 2011, Ron Paul said in an interview that he opposes the Civil Rights Act of 1964.


  Rick Perry


  62.Rick Perry’s campaign has been receiving double-funding from some of his wealthiest supporters. Perry has received donations from eleven individuals giving the legal maximum who are also contributors to the super PAC Americans for Rick Perry. An even larger super PAC, Make Us Great Again, backing Perry is also primarily funded by people who have maxed out to Perry.


  63.$12.3 million of Rick Perry’s fundraising came from donors giving the maximum $2,500 contribution allowed by law. Approximately 4 percent of his campaign money was from small donors, giving under $200 at a time. This percentage of small donations is very low compared to his competitors.


  64.Of the total raised for Perry’s campaign ($19,889,190) up to February 29, 2012, only 5 percent came from small individuals. Compare that to the figures for Obama’s campaign: $157,052,956 raised, and 45 percent from small individuals. This wide gap shows the “small individuals” aren’t where Perry’s money comes from.


  Newt Gingrich


  65.Winning Our Future, the biggest super PAC backing GOP candidate Newt Gingrich, receives a significant portion of its funding from individuals who have already donated the legal maximum to Gingrich’s campaign—both for the general election and the primaries. This does not take into consideration the reported $10 million given to the super PAC in support of Gingrich by casino titan Sheldon Adelson and his wife, who also donated the legal maximum to Gingrich’s primary campaign.


  General Commentary/Information:


  66.Jon Huntsman on the Republican candidates for 2012: “We have people on the Republican side too far to the right. We have zero substance. We have no good ideas that are being circulated or talking about that allow the country to get back on its feet economically so we begin creating jobs.”


  67.At the 2012 GOP presidential debate in Iowa, the words “middle class” were never uttered.


  68.Michele Bachmann, Herman Cain, Rick Perry, and Rick Santorum have all publicly stated that God asked them to run for office.


  69.All of the 2012 GOP candidates call for trillions of dollars in tax cuts for the individuals and corporations who are already wealthiest. At the same time, they want to end Medicare as we know it and cut funding to federal programs like Social Security and Medicaid that many Americans rely on.


  Elite Media Personalities


  70.Ann Coulter: “I think [women] should be armed but should not vote . women have no capacity to understand how money is earned. They have a lot of ideas on how to spend it . it’s always more money on education, more money on child care, more money on day care.”


  71.Ann Coulter: “It would be a much better country if women did not vote. That is simply a fact. In fact, in every presidential election since 1950—except Gold-water in ‘64—the Republican would have won, if only the men had voted.”


  72.Ann Coulter: “You would think there were ‘Straights Only’ water fountains the way Democrats carry on so (as if any gay man would drink nonbottled water).”


  73.Ann Coulter: “Frankly, I’m not a big fan of the First Amendment.”


  74.Rush Limbaugh: “You know, this is all BS, as far as I’m concerned. Cross species evolution, I don’t think anybody’s ever proven that. They’re going out of their way now to establish evolution as a mechanism for creation, which, of course, you can’t do.”


  75.Rush Limbaugh referred to female Cabinet members as “Sex-retaries”


  76.Limbaugh also likes referring to anyone who questions gender inequality a “feminazi.”


  77.Jane Fonda, Robin Morgan, and Gloria Steinem have called for the FCC to take Rush Limbaugh off the air for his “regular doses of hate speech.”


  78.On his radio program Savage Nation, Michael Savage was discussing the inhumane abuse that went on in Abu Ghraib (which he called “Grab-an-Arab prison”): “I don’t mean to be too comedic in the political arena, but these so called abuse photos frankly are mild by comparisons to what goes on in South of Market clubs in San Francisco.”


  79.Glenn Beck, while discussing the DREAM Act’s plan to make it legal for children of immigrants to go to college or join the military, used his radio show as a platform to spread misinformation that the legislation would create preferential circumstances for children of immigrants over American citizens. He even introduced racial undertones, saying, “if you’re white or you’re an American citizen or a white American citizen, you’re pretty much toast.”


  Fox News:


  80.Fox News blames the Obama administration for the rising price of gasoline, although this claim has been rejected by energy analysts. In 2008, when the average price of gasoline hit a record $4.11, Fox said that “no President has the power to increase or to lower gas prices.”


  81.Sean Hannity: “It doesn’t say anywhere in the Constitution this idea of the separation of church and state.”
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  CHAPTER TWO


  SCIENCE AND HEALTH


  And then, there are fossils. Whenever anybody tries to tell me that it [the creation of Earth] took place in seven days, I reach for a fossil, and go “fossil.” And if they keep talking, I throw it just over their head.


  — Lewis Black, Red, White and Screwed (2006)


  When it comes to science, the majority of the Republican Party believes in creationism over evolution. Now normally, we at PDR would have no problem with this. If someone feels strongly about their personal religious beliefs, then all the power to them. Religion has helped many people across the globe in times of struggle, loss, and need. It has been around since the dawn of man, and while some people are stronger believers than others, there’s no reason that both groups cannot coexist. Our founding fathers felt that there should be a separation from church and state, and we happen to agree. The problem we’re seeing in America today (and especially with the Republican Party), is that not only do they feel that there should be no separation, but they are now using what they’ve learned in their religion to make government decisions. Some people may have felt that in Al Gore’s film, An Inconvenient Truth (2006), the information he gathered was from scientific research. In the case of global warming, most Republicans take the side of their faith to “debunk” this, and use religion as a means to counter what scientists have found through extensive research. Now, there are facts, and then there are beliefs. Facts have evidence, while beliefs are more personal. We’ve all watched people argue about this, and even though one person may have all the facts to prove that they are right, the one who has the personal beliefs will never back down. Unfortunately, for the sake of this country, the people with the personal beliefs aren’t just everyday people. They are, in fact, running for an office that will have the ultimate power over the entire country. To them, faith is sounder than science, and until scientists can prove creationism, most Republicans will always side against them.


  When it comes to health, and specifically, health care, it goes back to what we said in the previous chapter. Around the time that this book was written, the seventy-one-year-old former Vice-President Dick Cheney received a heart transplant. There is no doubt that he has incredible medical coverage, and while the usual cut-off age for a heart transplant is sixty, he was still able to have it done. Unfortunately for most people in this country, they cannot even afford to go to the doctor for a check-up. There have been numerous stories in the news over the past few years of people who could not afford the proper medication for an illness, and ended up losing their lives because of it.


  Universal healthcare is successful in many countries. While there will always be those that feel there are too many problems with it, the thought that there are people out there who are against their fellow countrymen and women having health coverage is absolutely criminal. Everyone should be able to go to the doctor or the hospital when they are sick, and just because the power elite have never had to worry about not having coverage, doesn’t give them the right to tell others that they do not deserve. Not everyone is as lucky as them to be financially “well-off,” and having the mindset that those less-fortunate don’t deserve it is an absurd way of thinking. Sadly, as you’ll see below, there are many people in power that think this exact way.


  Science and Evolution


  82.Michelle Bachmann believes that evolution is just a theory that has “never been proven,” and that schools should teach intelligent design.


  83.Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) said that “Global warming is just a lot of crap.”


  84.Bill Haslam, the Republican Governor of Tennessee has announced that he is likely to sign a bill that attacks schools for teaching evolution to students. This piece of legislation echoes the Scopes Monkey Trial of the 1920s, demonstrating yet again that the Republicans and their policy are stuck far in the past.


  85.Conservapedia, the conservative answer to Wikipe-dia, contains a nearly 6,000-word entry refuting the theory of relativity. “Relativity has been met with much resistance in the scientific world,” says the site. It claims that liberals have “extrapolated the theory” to advance their agendas. “Virtually no one who is taught and believes Relativity continues to read the Bible,” Conservapedia goes on, “a book that outsells New York Times bestsellers by a hundred-fold.” The site then goes on to provide “counterexamples” to relativity, including “evidence” from the Bible.


  86.Conservapedia claims somewhat strangely that relativity has not led to the creation of any important or useful technology. In reality, GPS devices, PET scans, and particle accelerators all rely on a fundamental understanding of relativity.


  87.Conservapedia does not seem concerned with the existence of concrete evidence or scientific fact. Conservative activist Phyllis Schlafly has said of the site that it “strengthened my faith. I don’t have to live with what’s printed in the newspaper. I don’t have to take what’s put out by Wikipedia. We’ve got our own way to express knowledge, and the more that we can clear out the liberal bias that erodes our faith, the better.”


  88.As the 2012 election campaigns began to take shape, Republican Jon Huntsmann broke with his party’s tendency to reject scientific fact, tweeting: “To be clear, I believe in evolution and trust scientists on global warming. Call me crazy.”


  89.The findings of a study published in the American Sociological Review show that while overall trust in science has generally been stable since 1974, among self-identified conservatives, trust in science is at an all-time low.


  90.“Conservatives with high school degrees, bachelor’s degrees, and graduate degrees all experienced greater distrust in science over time and these declines are statistically significant. In addition, a comparison of predicted probabilities indicates that conservatives with college degrees decline more quickly than those with only a high school degree. These results are quite profound, because they imply that conservative discontent with science was not attributable to the uneducated but to rising distrust among educated conservatives.”


  91.Only 18 percent of Republicans and Tea Party members accept the scientifically proven idea that global warming is caused by humans, and 45 percent of Republicans and 43 percent respectively believe in human evolution. The beliefs of political conservatives are in conflict with modern knowledge and scientific fact.


  92.“Climate science has basically been at the receiving end of the best-funded, best-organized smear campaign by the wealthiest industry that the Earth has ever known—that’s the bottom line,” says Michael Mann, a climatologist known for creating the “hockey stick” graph, which indicates that the dramatic temperature increase in the past 100 years is because of humans.


  93.Rep. John Shimkus, potentially the future chairman of the committee in Congress dealing with energy and the environment believes that climate change is no cause for concern because “God said he wouldn’t destroy the Earth after Noah’s flood.”


  94.John Shimkus: “Now, do I believe in climate change? In my trip to Greenland, the answer is yes. The climate is changing. The question is more about the costs and benefits and trying to spend taxpayer dollars on something that you cannot stop versus the changes that have been occurring forever. That’s the real debate.”


  95.John Shimkus: “It’s plant food ... So if we decrease the use of carbon dioxide, are we not taking away plant food from the atmosphere? . So all our good intentions could be for naught. In fact, we could be doing just the opposite of what the people who want to save the world are saying.”


  The National Wildlife Fund debunked this theory, noting that plants were around long before humans figured out how to burn fossil fuels.


  96.The quote John Shimkus used to dismiss spending government money on the climate crisis was Matthew 24:31: “The Earth will end only when God declares it’s time to be over. Man will not destroy this Earth. This Earth will not be destroyed by a Flood,” Shimkus asserted. “I do believe that God’s word is infallible, unchanging, perfect.”


  97.Although there is a scientific consensus that carbon dioxide and other heat-trapping emissions are to blame for global warming, ExxonMobil has spent $16 million manufacturing uncertainty about climate change. Many of these organizations funded by ExxonMobil all share the same staff serving as spokespeople and scientific consultants.


  98.Newt Gingrich refers to the EPA’s fracking regulations and President Obama’s desire to end tax breaks for oil companies as an “assault on American energy.”


  99.Rick Santorum’s home state of Pennsylvania is one of the main sites of both fracking and criticisms of its negative environmental impact. Santorum outright dismisses this environmental concern, saying, “It’s a new way to try and scare you. Let me tell you what is going to happen— nothing is going to happen.”


  100.Mitt Romney criticizes the EPA’s attempt to regulate fracking, characterizing it as a power play to “move the whole economy away from oil, gas, coal, nuclear and push it into the renewables.”


  101.Rick Santorum called climate change “a hoax” and championed an energy plan that relies heavily on fossil fuels.


  102.Rick Santorum: “We were put on this Earth as creatures of God to have dominion over the Earth, to use it wisely and steward it wisely, but for our benefit not for the Earth’s benefit.”


  103.Santorum called climate change “an absolute travesty of scientific research that was motivated by those who, in my opinion, saw this as an opportunity to create a panic and a crisis for government to be able to step in and even more greatly control your life.”


  104.Rick Santorum: “I for one never bought the hoax. I for one understand just from science that there are one hundred factors that influence the climate. To suggest that one minor factor of which man’s contribution is a minor factor in the minor factor is the determining ingredient in the sauce that affects the entire global warming and cooling is just absurd on its face. And yet we have politicians running to the ramparts— unfortunately politicians who happen to be running for the Republican nomination for president—who bought into man-made global warming and bought into cap and trade.”


  105.Rick Santorum: “I believe we don’t know [if there is climate change as a result of humans]. I am an amateur paleontologist. The planet has changed its temperature a number of times. If you look at the Antarctic today, you’ll figure it [must’ve been] a lot warmer when the dinosaurs were there. So what I’ve said in the past is I’m happy to take prudent measures that aren’t very expensive.”


  106.Rick Santorum: “We have the Endangered Species Act, which has prevented us from timbering all sorts of acreage there. It’s bankrupted the school district and the like because of the government’s inability to allow for us to care for our resources. A forest in my opinion is like a garden and you’ve got to care for it. If you don’t care for it, you leave it to nature and nature will do what it does: boom and bust.”


  107.Austin Scott (R-GA) accused the EPA of using “Gestapo tactics” for its decision to fine a landlord who used lead-based paint on his properties without his tenants’ consent.


  108.Former House Majority Leader Tom DeLay once referred to the EPA as “the Gestapo of Government.”


  109.GOP Senator Jim Inhofe called the EPA a “Gestapo bureaucracy.”


  110.236 Republicans in Congress voted in favor of legislation that would prevent any effort on the part of the EPA “to implement, administer, or enforce any statutory or regulatory requirement pertaining to emissions of greenhouse gases.” In other words, Republicans are trying to hinder all of the EPA’s measures to protect the environment.


  111.Republicans efforts undermining the EPA are unpopular with the public. Two thirds of Americans are against Newt Gingrich’s plan to abolish the EPA, 63 percent of the country thinks the government should do more to hold polluters accountable, and almost 70 percent think that EPA scientists, not Congress, should set pollution standards.


  112.On climate change, Rick Perry, former governor of Texas falsely claims: “We are seeing almost weekly, or even daily, scientists are coming forward and questioning the original idea that man-made global warming is what is causing the climate to change.”


  113.Former Utah governor and contender for the Republican presidential nomination, Jon Huntsman, Jr., says the Republican Party is becoming the “anti-science party.”


  114.On evolution, Ron Paul has said, “I think it’s a theory and I don’t accept it as a theory.”


  115.Rick Perry denies scientific evidence and claims, “I’m not sure anybody actually knows completely and absolutely how old the earth is.”


  116.Michele Bachmann has embraced the idea that the HPV vaccine can cause mental retardation, despite there being no proof to backup the claim, simply because a woman came up to her and told her so.


  117.Herman Cain’s 9-9-9 tax proposal requires its own sort of economics, inconsistent with truth and mathematic principle.


  118.Republican “climate skeptics” have attacked meteorologist Paul Douglas for acknowledging climate change based on peer-reviewed studies and empirical data, despite being a Republican himself. He’s been forced to defend his stance claiming “acknowledging climate science doesn’t make you a liberal” and has even urged Republicans to separate identity politics from science—apparently to little avail.


  119.“Completely wrong.” “Simply ignorant.” “Scientifically incorrect.” “Utter Nonsense.” “Very odd.” These are words scientists have used in the past to describe the nationally televised ramblings of weather forecaster Joe Bastardi, who Fox News hosts from time to time in an apparent effort to dismantle whatever its viewers might know about physics.


  120.Bastardi: “CO2 cannot cause global warming. I’ll tell you why. It doesn’t mix well with the atmosphere, for one. For two, its specific gravity is one and a half times that of the rest of the atmosphere. It heats and cools much quicker. Its radiative processes are much different. So it cannot—it literally cannot cause global warming.”


  Asked about Bastardi’s statements, Kerry Ema-nuel of MIT said: “Utter rubbish. Sorry to be so direct, but that is just the case.” NASA climatologist Gavin Schmidt added: “Bastardi is attempting to throw out 150 years of physics.” “He seems very confused,” said physicist Richard Muller.”


  121.Fox’s Tracy Byrnes: “The Temperature Basically Hasn’t Changed Much Since The Ice Age.”


  122.In a tremendous demonstration of misinformation, Michele Bachmann stated that “Carbon dioxide is not a harmful gas; it is a harmless gas ... And yet we’re being told that we have to reduce this natural substance and reduce the American standard of living to create an arbitrary reduction in something that is naturally occurring in the Earth.”


  123.Herman Cain: “I don’t believe global warming is real. Do we have climate change? Yes. Is it a crisis? No. Because the science, the real science, doesn’t say that we have any major crisis or threat when it comes to climate change.”


  124.Rick Santorum: “I’m not comfortable with intelligent design being taught in the science classroom. What we should be teaching are the problems and holes, and I think there are legitimate problems and holes in the theory of evolution. And what we need to do is to present those fairly from a scientific point of view ... And we should lay out areas in which the evidence supports evolution and the areas in the evidence that does not.”


  125.Rick Santorum: “I believe in Genesis 1:1—God created the heavens and the earth.”


  126.Bill Nye “The Science Guy” appeared on the Fox Business Network to discuss climate change, but was told by host Charles Payne that his scientific evidence was “confusing our viewers.”


  127. James E. Hansen, a climatologist at NASA who heads NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies in New York, spoke out against the restraints on climate change information placed by the Bush Administration: “In my more than three decades in government, I have never seen anything approaching the degree to which information flow from scientists to the public has been screened and controlled as it has now.” He also said that contrary to the administration’s wishes to wait ten years to evaluate climate change, “delay of another decade. is a colossal risk.”


  128.Bush-appointed George C. Deutsch resigned from his position as a writer and editor of NASA’s public affairs because he lied on his resume. Deutsch limited press access to NASA climatologist James Hansen to decrease spotlight on the issue of global warming, and he also told a NASA web designer to add the word “theory” after any mention of the Big Bang.


  129.Conservapedia ‘s entry for “dinosaurs” states that dinosaurs came into being on day 6 of creation roughly 6,000 years ago. Meanwhile, carbon dating of fossils proves that dinosaurs have been extinct for 65 million years.


  130.Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN) claims health care is “an opportunity that some people choose to engage in, but 40 million people do not. And the premise was made that people don’t buy insurance because they can’t afford it. That’s not true. These are people whojust decide they want to roll the dice and take their chances that they won’t need insurance.”


  131.Michele Bachmann supported a proposal from the Republican Study Committee to cut Medicare benefits more dramatically than outlined in Paul Ryan’s plan, get rid of 1 million jobs, and radically decrease funding for low-income families, schools, and law enforcement.


  132.Newt Gingrich has said that Republicans want to do away with Medicare, but prefer to let it “wither on the vine” for political reasons. In 1995, Gingrich compared Medicare to Russian bureaucracy.


  133.Republicans in Congress support the Blunt-Rubio Amendment, which would allow employers and insurance companies to choose which health benefits to provide based on their own moral beliefs, rather than allowing employees (and their doctors) to determine the health care that they require.


  134.The Republican-controlled House voted to cut all $75 million in federal funding to Planned Parenthood and the $317 million Title X budget. This money would have helped a reported 4.7 million Americans gain access to health care services such as cancer screening, STD testing, prenatal care, sex education, and birth control.


  135.Republicans want to end Medicare’s guarantee of health insurance for seniors and slash Social Security benefits. These kinds of cuts would necessitate tremendous reductions in the services that many families rely on.


  136.Republicans oppose the Affordable Care Act, which would give 31 million previously uninsured Americans access to health care.


  137.Rick Perry claims in his book, Fed Up! Our Fight to Save America from Washington, that the government controls how much salt Americans can have: “We are fed up with being overtaxed and overregulated. We are tired of being told how much salt we can put on our food, what windows we can buy for our house, what kind of cars we can drive, what kinds of guns we can own, what kind of prayers we are allowed to say and where we can say them, what political speech we are allowed to use to elect candidates, what kind of energy we can use, what kind of food we can grow, what doctor we can see and countless other restrictions on our right to live as we see fit.”


  138.The conservative Supreme Court undercut President Obama’s health care law, questioning the constitutionality of requiring states to expand Medicaid to cover more Americans in poverty. However, under the Affordable Care Act, the federal government covers over 90 percent of the cost of extending coverage to more impoverished Americans, and each state is only responsible for carrying out its own program, as has been the case since 1965 when Medicaid was established.


  139.This year, Republicans have waged an attack on women’s health by going after Planned Parenthood, attempting to do away with the legal concept of Statutory Rape, trying to overturn the Affordable Care Act, and working against Title X, the only government grant devoted to family planning.


  140.Mitt Romney told reporters, “Planned Parenthood, we’re going to get rid of that.” Romney believes that Planned Parenthood—an organization that has provided health care to 20 percent of American women— is too expensive, while tax cuts for corporations and the wealthiest Americans seem to fit into his budget just fine.


  141.Paul Ryan’s budget would turn Medicare into a voucher program. Rather than giving seniors the coverage that they have paid for throughout their working lives, Rep. Ryan would have them pay out of pocket for their health care.


  142.Rep. Paul Ryan’s budget would cut over $1 trillion from Medicaid, thereby depriving up to 60 million Americans of coverage, including pregnant women, nursing home patients, and low-income children.


  143.Under Ryan’s plan, Medicaid enrollment would be 44 million people fewer than what projections under the current law predict.


  144.Women currently pay up to 50 percent more than men for the same insurance coverage. The Affordable Care Act eliminates gender rating, meaning that being a woman will no longer be a pre-existing condition. If Romney or Santorum is elected, gender inequality in health care will continue.


  145.In 2010, the Republican battle cry was “repeal and replace” with respect to Obamacare. However, if the Supreme Court does find the law to be unconstitutional, Republicans have offered no plan to replace the Affordable Care Act. This would leave the roughly 50 million uninsured Americans out in the cold.


  146.Florida Governor Rick Scott has cut workers’ benefits, rejected much of the federal government’s money for health care, and kept Medicaid recipients on edge about the cost of their care. However, he pays only $30 each month for his own health insurance. Scott and his dependents reportedly pay 20 percent of what a janitor in Florida’s Capitol pays for his health insurance, and a mere 3 percent of what a retired state trooper pays for his coverage. Questioned about these glaring inconsistencies, Scott said these were “private matters.”


  147.Tea Party Rep. Joe Walsh of Illinois talks about how irresponsible it is to leave the national debt to our children and grandchildren. Walsh owes over $115,000 in overdue child support payments.


  148.In addition to the fact that Americans are entitled to Medicare and Social Security because we pay for them, both programs have been self-sustaining while successfully meeting the needs of the millions who rely on them.


  149.Medicare costs much less than private health care. If the richest 10 percent—those with incomes over $106,800—paid their full share, Social Security would not be in grave danger of shortfall.


  150.Although Republicans like to call programs like Social Security and Medicare “handouts,” a report by the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities indicates that over 90 percent of entitlements go to the elderly or disabled, or working Americans in need of additional assistance. A mere 9 percent of entitlement money goes to employable Americans who are not working, and most of those dollars go to medical costs, unemployment, and survivor benefits.


  151.Many conservatives see Obamacare as a governmental takeover of health care, creating, as Sarah Palin called them, “death panels” to make end-of-life care decisions for the ill and elderly. Many republicans also believe that Obamacare will increase the deficit, cut benefits to Medicare recipients, fund abortions, and pay for the health care of illegal immigrants. All of these claims are false.


  152.The Republican party’s current unwillingness to compromise is astounding. Their all-or-nothing strategies prevented them from reaching satisfactory agreements on health care and government spending. A party that was more moderate and more willing to negotiate would certainly have seen more results in their favor. Current Republicans seem determined to stick to their inflexible strategy, however ill-advised and impractical, as evidenced by their enthusiastic espousal of Paul Ryan’s budget, which was notably unpopular with voters.


  153.By opposing health care reform ending the practice of denying insurance coverage to people with pre-existing conditions, GOP Rep. Austin Scott would prevent hundreds of thousands of citizens from having the necessary health care coverage.


  154.Senator Jim Inhofe stated that he will vote without reading the 1,000-page health care reform bill: “I don’t have to read it, or know what’s in it. I’m going to oppose it anyways.”


  155.Every GOP Presidential candidate pledges to repeal “Obamacare,” forcibly depriving people of health care coverage by reinstating pre-existing conditions as an obstacle to gaining coverage on the private market. Repealing Obama’s plan would also strip 2.5 million young adults of their coverage, as they would no longer be eligible to receive benefits from their parents’ health plans.


  156.In April 2011, 40 Senate and 235 House Republicans voted for Rep. Paul Ryan’s plan to convert Medicare to a voucher system that would make millions of senior citizens victims of the private insurance marketplace.


  157.GOP Congressman Denny Rehberg said that expanding Medicaid and giving subsidies to low and middle-class Americans is like springing for the “expensive vacation home” that the average person would not buy while facing a deficit as staggering as America’s.


  158.In 2009, the wife of a brain-injury victim whose health insurance will not cover the cost of his food asked Senator Tom Coburn (R-OK) where she could turn for help. The Senator responded that “the idea that the government is a solution to our problems is an inaccurate, a very inaccurate statement.”


  159.In their attacks on the Affordable Care Act, Republicans often criticize what they call “welfare” and “handouts,” and remind Americans that they must earn the coverage they are given. However, Congress Republicans have no concrete plans to create jobs and direct more and more resources to corporations and the 1 percent. In other words, they are content to keep millions of Americans deprived of health care.


  160.Democrats in congress proposed legislation providing health care benefits for 9/11 first responders at Ground Zero, but Republicans subsequently killed this bill.


  161.Jonathan Gruber was the health consultant who “helped Governor Romney develop his health care reform, or ‘Romneycare,’ before going down to Washington to help President Obama develop his national version of that law [Obamacare].” But while Romney at first set out to make Massachusetts a model of health care for the nation, Jonathan Gruber noted that “all of a sudden, Mitt Romney started attacking what he’d done.” While campaigning, Mitt Romney has said, “I will repeal Obamacare and I’ll kill it dead on its first day.”


  162.Madelyn Rhenisch, the first enrollee in Core Health Plan under Romneycare, feels that Romney is “jumping to a political position where the issue isn’t health care, it’s getting elected.” She was invited to Romneycare’s initiation ceremony, where Romney heard her story and many others of people who reclaimed their lives thanks to the healthcare reforms he’s recently turned his back on. However, now she asks of Romney’s change of heart, “Don’t we matter?”


  163.Many conservatives—especially on the Christian Right— claim that having an abortion increases a woman’s risk of breast cancer or mental disorders. There is no scientific evidence backing up this claim.


  164.The Christian Right claim that fetuses can perceive pain at twenty weeks of gestation, although a study in 2005 by the University of California-San Francisco, found that “fetal perception of pain is unlikely before the third trimester,” or about twenty-seven weeks into the pregnancy.


  Conservatives also feel that:


  165.Same-sex parenting is bad for kids.


  166.Homosexuality is a disorder, or a choice, and is curable through therapy.


  167.Republican Rep. Jeanine Notter of New Hampshire has claimed birth control pills cause prostate cancer without the backing of science.


  168.The New Hampshire House of representatives has passed a bill requiring doctors to tell women seeking abortions that the procedure can cause breast cancer, despite there being no proven scientific link.


  169.Representative Alan Dick (R-AK) is in favor of legislation requiring a woman to have written paternal permission in order to terminate a pregnancy. Ostensibly, this law would apply even in cases of rape and incest.


  170.In 2012, Republicans have introduced nearly 430 restrictions limiting access to abortions.


  171.It is no secret that Republicans favor abstinence-only sex education, in spite of research proving time and again that this method is ineffective. According to studies at the University of Washington, states with abstinence-only policies on average had higher rates of teen pregnancy than states requiring comprehensive sex education.


  172.Kansas House Republicans have passed what they refer to as the “Abortion Conscience” Bill. This bill would allow doctors and medical facilities to refuse access to birth control or any drug that might lead to abortion if their personal moral beliefs are against a woman’s right to choose. It also allows medical professionals to refuse to help patients find other providers of the care that they will not provide. This bill allows Republicans to project their personal views onto women’s bodies and could bar victims of sexual assault from getting the time-sensitive medical care they need to prevent pregnancy.


  173.Republican Senator Olympia Snowe has criticized her own party’s fixation with limiting a woman’s access to contraception, calling it “a retro-debate that took place in the 1950s,” and further saying that it was “surprising in the 21st century we would be revisiting this issue.”


  174.When Lester Crawford was acting director of the FDA and was on his way to moving up to permanent director by President Bush, Hillary Clinton and Patty Murray (D-WA) wanted to block the nomination because Crawford’s refusal to allow Plan B to be available over the counter was based on ideology, not science (and the advice of an FDA expert panel).
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