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  Introduction


  Admittedly, this book contains some quotations that are apocryphal and/or spurious; some are certainly contrived, manufactured. Take, for instance, one of the many lines Yogi Berra supposedly said: “I didn’t really say everything I said.” Pedro Guerrero’s take was slightly different when he commented, “Sometimes they write what I say and not what I mean.” The bottom line is as simple as the cliché, “Don’t believe everything you read.”


  Often, for example, once a quotation gets in circulation, it becomes accepted as the truth, whether the words were actually jotted down by, say, a ghostwriter, entirely fabricated by a reporter (said to be the case with “Say it ain’t so, Joe.”), or perhaps actually spoken by the subject then altered (consider the line “Nice guys finish last,” discussed later).


  Let’s face it, baseball is notorious for building up legends, for putting words in players’ mouths, and for embellishing both words and events. Who, for instance, could seriously believe that Willie Mays came up with such a line as “Baseball is a game, yes. It is also business. But what it most truly is is disguised combat. For all its gentility, its almost leisurely pace, baseball is violence under wraps.” Gentility?! The word “gentility” from the “Say Hey Kid”? Forget about it.


  This is the same Willie Mays who had Charles Einstein ghost write his biography, My Life In and Out of Baseball, yet a short time after working with Einstein, forgot his name. According to Bert Sugar’s Rain Delays, at the end of the 1965 season when Einstein gave his subject a follow-up call, after having taken notes with Mays throughout the season and after having identified himself over the phone, Mays said, “Charley who?” When Einstein prompted, “You know, Charley Einstein, the fellow who is doing the book with you,” Mays paused, then asked, “What book?”


  It’s not at all surprising either that some bursting-with-flavor quotes such as the great line about Mays’s glove being where triples “go to die” is listed in various sources as having been spoken by Vin Scully, Fresco Thompson, and Jim Murray. Sometimes it’s impossible to trace a great quotation to its true origin. In any event, baseball is richer for such classic comments, regardless of whoever first uttered them. Further, the vast majority of the quotes herein are right on the money regarding their legitimacy, their origin, and their purpose.


  Therefore, nitpicking aside, here are some of the funniest, wittiest, most poignant, most incisive, and most revelatory words ever written or spoken about the game of baseball.


  Wayne Stewart

  Lorain, Ohio


  


  Foreword: The Talkers’ Game


  In his thoughtful and amiable work Diamond Classics: The 100 Best Baseball Books Ever Published, Mike Shannon, the author-editor, describes baseball as “the writers’ game.” Within his 455 pages, Shannon underscores his point with comment on such worthies as Ring Lardner, James T. Farrell, Mark Harris, Bernard Malamud, Eliot Asinof, and George Plimpton, who could be quite good when he stopped focusing on himself. Shelves today variously bulge and sag under an increasing burden from ostensibly literary baseball anthologies.


  Why does baseball write so well, probably better than any other sport? Here are some factors:


  Tradition. The major leagues trace to the nineteenth century. One of my own favorite baseball books, Christy Mathewson’s Pitching in a Pinch, appeared in 1912. In a reasonably literate society such as ours, books build on one another.


  Leisurely pace. A good ball game may last three hours, but no more than fifteen minutes is hard action. The rest of the time may be commercial space to the networks, but in the hands of a skillful author, it builds suspense.


  Outsized characters. Mathewson, Ty Cobb, Babe Ruth, Leo Durocher, Joe DiMaggio, Jackie Robinson, Willie Mays. If an author can’t write well about people like that, perhaps he had better peddle his keyboard and go into another field, say prawn diving.


  Those, I suggest, are some reasons that baseball “writes.” But my point here, and the point of this volume, is verbal. Baseball also “talks.” No other sport comes close to matching baseball in jabber, prattle, impudence, abuse, wit, and sometimes even wisdom. Consider the folk who chatter in pages that follow:


  


  Hank Aaron, a man with a bat.


  Joe DiMaggio, as sure with one-liners as he was in center field.


  Bart Giamatti, a commissioner with a PhD.


  Shoeless Joe Jackson, eloquent in disgrace.


  Mickey Mantle, funny if not always printable.


  Walter O’Malley, who drove a spike through Brooklyn’s heart.


  Branch Rickey, baseball’s Winston Churchill.


  Damon Runyon, a nasty sort, but one of the most gifted sportswriters ever.


  Red Smith, a genial sort, and one of the most gifted sportswriters ever.


  Ted Williams, hit hard, lived hard, talked hard.


  Dick Young, the prince (if such there be) of tabloid baseball writers.


  Listening to many of these people has been one of the pleasures of my several years. Since I believe that the words define the man, I’ve always taken pains to quote people accurately and this has created a number of perplexing situations. The most annoying is the Misquote Syndrome. That appears when someone has made a remark that gets into print and lets loose swarms of controversy. Caught in the furor, more than one baseball person has fallen back on what is for our purposes the big lie. “I never said that. Never even talked to the guy.” A man who stood by quotes better than anyone else I encountered was Jackie Robinson. If a comment turned out to be ill-considered, Robinson might remark, “Maybe I shouldn’t have said that, but I guess I did.” Once Robinson said something, he stood by it. The worst on this issue of integrity? I don’t want to be cruel, so no names here. Just initials. Pete Rose, the man whose word is worth its weight in fertilizer.


  Sometimes an eager magazine editor calls and says he or she understands that bench-jockeying is pretty funny stuff and would I write an article about it. Yes and no. For years most bench jockeying was either sexual or ethnic. During the 1934 World Series, Hank Greenberg told me, Dizzy Dean kept shouting at him, “Hey, Moe!” (Dean shouted from a distance. Greenberg was a large, powerful man.) Thus rattled, Greenberg batted .321 across the seven games. The sexual stuff has usually been primitive. “Hey, I was out with yer wife last night and she ain’t so hot, either.” Not uproarious, but what were you expecting, Groucho Marx? I’ve heard one or two very funny sexual wisecracks boiling out of dugouts, but each gets a triple-X rating, hardly fit for mainstream magazines. Since the ethnic stuff is offensive, and most of the sexual cracks are fits for adolescent locker rooms, if anywhere, I don’t think bench jockeying offers a basis for a magazine story.


  Some baseball quotes are so venerable, they can only be attributed to that notable source, A. Non. Who first yelled at a failing batter, “You swing like a rusty gate”? Who first shouted about a faltering pitcher, “Take him out”? (That cry, Christy Mathewson said, bothered him more than any other.) How many generations ago did a hitter foul a pitch into a foot and hop about, prompting bench jockeys to bark, “Arf, arf”? Or shout, “Hey, getcha hot dogs”? We don’t know. We do know that this kind of noise is part of the game.


  In this volume, Wayne Stewart has undertaken the formidable task of preparing a baseball equivalent to Bartlett’s Familiar Quotations. He has obviously worked with great energy, taste, and passion for the sport. Perfect? There is no perfect book. I would have added to Stewart’s source material two defunct New York newspapers, the World and the Herald Tribune. Each is a trove of baseball writing gold. To his list of magazines I would add the late Saturday Evening Post, which first published Ring Lardner’s 1916 classic, You Know Me, Al.


  But these are minor reservations about a wonderful piece of work. Besides, they may encourage Mr. Stewart to proceed with future editions. He has my best, and I hope his eyesight holds.


  Roger Kahn Stone Ridge, New York


  PART ONE
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  The Classic Quotes


  For the purposes of this chapter, the definition of “classic” is a bit elastic, expanded somewhat, to be sure. Dictionaries consider something to be a classic if it serves as a standard of excellence and has survived the test of time, but another definition is “historically noteworthy, of special note.” Therefore, while the Joe Judge line about the Murderers’ Row 1927 New York Yankees not merely beating opponents but also breaking teams’ hearts, may not be one that is a standard nor one that the casual baseball fan might recognize, it is most certainly highly interesting, incisive, and worthy of note. Likewise, as is the case with ESPN’s term “instant classic,” some of the gems in this chapter are young but seem certain to ultimately pass the “test” of time.


  Other quotes in this chapter are irrefutable baseball classics such as the words a dying Lou Gehrig spoke: “Fans, for the past two weeks you have been reading about what a bad break I got. Yet today I consider myself to be the luckiest man on the face of the earth.”


  While a scant handful of men included here are not the ones that are instantly recognizable, or usually associated with baseball, they are included, nevertheless, for their quotation contribution to the game of baseball. After all, this chapter not only includes the words of two National and one American League presidents, but also of United States president Calvin Coolidge juxtaposed with the words of men such as legendary baseball wordsmiths Yogi Berra, Casey Stengel, and Dizzy Dean. Toss into this odd mix comedian Joe E. Lewis, publisher William Feather, and Harry M. Stevens, the man who first conceived of the hot dog on a bun.


  Further, some lines are so old the precise origin of the quotation has been lost or muddled through the passage of time. No one is positive, for example, who first uttered the words “Take two and hit to right,” or “God takes care of little children and catchers.” However, we do know that those words have lived throughout the annals of baseball.


  Sometimes, too, as mentioned in the foreword, a great line has been attributed to more than one person. No matter, these classic lines can cause one to chuckle, to ruminate, and possibly even to consider the game in a new light.


  • • •


  “Baseball is too much of a sport to be called a business and too much of a business to be called a sport.” CUBS OWNER PHIL WRIGLEY


  • • •


  “You can’t steal first.” OLD BASEBALL ADAGE, SUPPOSEDLY FIRST SAID BY A MANAGER WHO APPARENTLY WASN’T FEARFUL OF EDDIE MAYO’S FOOT SPEED


  • • •


  “It’s a great day for a ballgame; let’s play two!” ENTHUSIASTIC CUBS STAR ERNIE BANKS


  • • •


  “A life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives.” DODGERS STANDOUT JACKIE ROBINSON


  • • •


  “The trades you don’t make are your best ones.” ATTRIBUTED TO BASEBALL EXECUTIVE BRANCH RICKEY, ALSO ATTRIBUTED TO TEAM OWNER BILL VEECK


  • • •


  “Pitching is 75 percent of baseball.” CONNIE MACK, OWNER AND MANAGER OF THE PHILADELPHIA A’S (SOMETIMES LISTED AS 80 PERCENT)


  • • •


  “What you see herewhat you hear herelet it stay here when you leave here.” SAYING FOUND ON SIGNS POSTED IN TEAMS’ CLUBHOUSES


  • • •


  “I felt nothing. Nothing.” HALL OF FAMER TED WILLIAMS, WHEN ASKED WHAT HE FELT UPON HITTING HIS FINAL HOMER IN HIS LAST BIG LEAGUE TRIP TO THE PLATE


  • • •


  “Luck is the residue of design.” BASEBALL EXECUTIVE BRANCH RICKEY


  • • •


  “Records are made to be broken.” ATTRIBUTED TO MANY


  • • •


  “Baseball is the champ of them all. Like somebody said, the pay is short and the hours are good.” CATCHER YOGI BERRA


  • • •


  “Oh, those bases on balls.” BELIEVED TO HAVE FIRST BEEN UTTERED BY MANAGER GEORGE STALLINGS


  • • •


  “Say it ain’t so, Joe. Say it ain’t so.” APOCRYPHAL LINE SAID TO BE UTTERED BY A YOUNG BOY TO “SHOELESS” JOE JACKSON UPON LEARNING THE 1919 WORLD SERIES HAD BEEN FIXED AND THAT JACKSON TOOK PART IN THE SCHEME; JACKSON WAS SAID TO HAVE REPLIED, “YES, KID, I’M AFRAID IT IS.” ORIGINALLY FROM THE CHICAGO HERALD AND EXAMINER, SEPTEMBER 30, 1920, AND QUOTED IN EIGHT MEN OUT BY ELIOT ASINOF


  • • •


  “A good umpire is the umpire you don’t even notice.” AMERICAN LEAGUE PRESIDENT BAN JOHNSON


  • • •


  “If you don’t play to win, why keep score?” PIRATES PITCHER VERNON LAW


  • • •


  “You can’t win ’em all.” ATTRIBUTED ORIGINALLY TO A’S MANAGER CONNIE MACK DURING AN ABYSMAL SEASON FOR HIS CLUB


  • • •


  “The other clubs would do better to stop worrying about breaking up the Yankees and start worrying about catching up to the Yankees.” NEW YORK YANKEES OWNER JACOB RUPPERT


  • • •


  “It only takes one.” TRADITIONAL BASEBALL TIP


  • • •


  “It ain’t over til it’s over.” YANKEES GREAT YOGI BERRA


  • • •


  “My epitaph is inescapable. It will read: ‘He sent a midget up to bat.’” COLORFUL TEAM OWNER BILL VEECK


  • • •


  “You lead by example.” FORMER PLAYER AND MANAGER ALVIN DARK


  • • •


  “It ain’t braggin’ if you can do it.” BRASH PITCHER DIZZY DEAN


  • • •


  “You can usually tell who’s not going to make it. But when a scout tells you a player ‘can’t miss,’ don’t listen.” PAUL RICHARDS AS A SCOUT


  • • •


  “I got to be firstall the time.” THE HIGHLY DRIVEN TY COBB


  • • •


  “You don’t save a pitcher for tomorrow. Tomorrow it may rain.” MANAGER LEO DUROCHER


  • • •


  “An arm will rust out before it wears out.” OLD BASEBALL ADAGE


  • • •


  “They [the 1927 Yankees] don’t just beat you, they break your heart .” SENATORS FIRST BASEMAN JOE JUDGE


  • • •


  “Don’t send out your laundry.” COMMON SPRING TRAINING WARNING TO MARGINAL PLAYERS SOON TO BE SENT PACKING TO THE MINORS OR CUT


  • • •


  “You measure the value of a ballplayer on how many fannies he puts in the seats.” YANKEES OWNER GEORGE STEINBRENNER


  • • •


  “The road will make a bum out of the best of them.” SPORTSWRITER HAROLD ROSENTHAL


  • • •


  “All I want out of life is that when I walk down the street, folks will say, ‘There goes the greatest hitter who ever lived.’” BOSTON SUPERSTAR TED WILLIAMS


  • • •


  “If he’d just tip his cap once, he could be elected Mayor of Boston in five minutes.” HALL OF FAMER EDDIE COLLINS ON TED WILLIAMS


  • • •


  “There is no defense against the walk.” TRADITIONAL ADVICE TO PITCHERS


  • • •


  “You can’t tell the players without a scorecard.” HARRY M. STEVENS, THE MAN GIVEN CREDIT FOR THE INVENTION OF THE SCORECARD AND THE HOT DOG ON A ROLL


  • • •


  “I can think of three managers who weren’t fired. John McGraw of the Giants, who was sick and resigned; Miller Huggins of the Yankees, who died on the job; and Connie Mack of the Athletics, who owned the club.” SPORTSWRITER RED SMITH


  • • •


  “Thou shalt not steal. I mean defensively. On offense, indeed thou shall steal and thou must.” BRANCH RICKEY, BASEBALL EXECUTIVE


  • • •


  “Baseball has to be a great game to survive the fools who run it.” HALL OF FAMER BILL TERRY


  • • •


  “I’d rather be lucky than good.” PITCHER RED BARRETT, BUT ALSO CREDITED TO STANDOUT PITCHER LEFTY GOMEZ


  • • •


  “Take nothing for granted in baseball.” NATIONAL LEAGUE PRESIDENT HARRY PULLIAM


  • • •


  “Take two and hit to right.” UNKNOWN MANAGER’S ADVICE TO A YOUNG HITTER


  • • •


  “Jackie Robinson is the loneliest man I have ever seen in sports.” SPORTSWRITER ROGER KAHN, FROM HIS THE BOYS OF SUMMER


  • • •


  “You’ll have to learn before you’re older, you can’t hit the ball with the bat on your shoulder.” UMPIRE BILL BYRON TO A ROOKIE


  • • •


  “I couldn’t have done it without my players.” MANAGER CASEY STENGEL ON HIS RUN OF SUCCESS WITH THE YANKEES


  • • •


  “They expect an umpire to be perfect on opening day and to improve as the season goes on.” MAJOR LEAGUE UMPIRE NESTOR CHYLAK


  • • •


  “Baseball is our national game.” PRESIDENT CALVIN COOLIDGE


  • • •


  “Fans, for the past two weeks you have been reading about what a bad break I got. Yet today I consider myself to be the luckiest man on the face of the earth.” YANKEES GREAT LOU GEHRIG AT YANKEE STADIUM’S “LOU GEHRIG DAY”


  • • •


  “I never knew how someone dying could say he was the luckiest man in the world, but now I understand.” YANKEES GREAT MICKEY MANTLE UPON HIS RETIREMENT


  • • •


  “There ain’t much to being a ballplayerif you’re a ballplayer.” SHORTSTOP HONUS WAGNER


  • • •


  “In the beginning there was a word and the word was ‘Play Ball.’” WRITER GEORGE BOWERING


  • • •


  “We’ll win if the Big Dodger in the sky wills it.” DODGER SKIPPER TOMMY LASORDA


  • • •


  “Hit ’em where they ain’t.” BROOKLYN’S WEE WILLIE KEELER


  • • •


  “Sure, I have mufed a few in my time. But I never called one wrong in my heart.” UMPIRE BILL KLEM


  • • •


  “God takes care of little children and catchers.” UNKNOWN ORIGIN


  • • •


  “The body of a god. Only [Mickey] Mantle’s legs are mortal.” INFIELDER JERRY COLEMAN


  • • •


  “I’ll be home soon, Ma. The pitchers are starting to curve me.” LINE FIRST ATTRIBUTED TO AN UNKNOWN ROOKIE IN SPRING CAMP


  • • •


  “A baseball game is twice as much fun if you’re seeing it on the company’s time.” WILLIAM FEATHER, PUBLISHER


  • • •


  “Baseball is the only field of endeavor where a man can succeed three times out of ten and still be considered a good performer.” HALL OF FAMER TED WILLIAMS


  • • •


  “Baseball is a game of inches.” BASEBALL EXECUTIVE BRANCH RICKEY


  • • •


  “Keep your eye on the ball.” REPORTEDLY FIRST SPOKEN BY JOE SEWELL, A PLAYER WHO STRUCK OUT 114 TIMES OVER FOURTEEN SEASONS


  • • •


  “We Americans are a peculiar people. We are for the underdog no matter how much of a dog he is.” BASEBALL COMMISSIONER HAPPY CHANDLER


  • • •


  “It isn’t really the stars that are expensive. It’s the high cost of mediocrity.” TEAM OWNER BILL VEECK


  • • •


  “It’s smarter to give the big man [Mickey Mantle] four balls for one base than one ball for four bases.” FELLOW YANKEES OUTFIELDER ROGER MARIS


  • • •


  “The key to winning is pitching, fundamentals and three-run homers.” ORIOLES MANAGER EARL WEAVER


  • • •


  “Call ’em fast and walk away tough.” UMPIRE TIM HURST


  • • •


  “It’s not the bat that counts. It’s the guy who’s wielding it.” PAUL WANER, STAR OUTFIELDER


  • • •


  “It’s great to be young and a Giant.” NEW YORK GIANTS INFIELDER LARRY DOYLE


  • • •


  “The rhythms of the game are so similar to the patterns of American life. Periods of leisure, interrupted by bursts of frantic activity.” WRITER ROGER KAHN


  • • •


  “A full mind is an empty bat.” GENERAL MANAGER BRANCH RICKEY


  • • •


  “You can’t teach speed.” OLD BASEBALL ADAGE


  • • •


  “Rooting for the New York Yankees is like rooting for U.S. Steel.” SPORTSWRITER RED SMITH; THIS LINE HAS ALSO BEEN ATTRIBUTED TO COMEDIAN JOE E. LEWIS


  • • •


  “You can’t tell how much spirit a team has until it starts losing.” TIGERS OUTFIELDER ROCKY COLAVITO


  • • •


  “Less than a foot can make the difference between a hero and a bum.” PITCHING GREAT GROVER CLEVELAND ALEXANDER


  • • •


  “There are three things you can do in a baseball game: You can win or you can lose or it can rain.” LEGENDARY MANAGER CASEY STENGEL


  • • •


  “I wish I ’d known early what I had to learn late.” PHILLIES STAR RICHIE ASHBURN


  • • •


  “The baseline belongs to me.” TIGERS GREAT TY COBB


  • • •


  “Quick to think. Slow to anger.” NATIONAL LEAGUE PRESIDENT WARREN GILES TO HIS UMPIRES


  • • •


  “I try not to break the rules but merely to test their elasticity.” TEAM OWNER BILL VEECK


  • • •


  “Nice guys finish last.” BROOKLYN MANAGER LEO DUROCHER ALTHOUGH ACTUALLY A MISQUOTE, THIS LINE HAS ENDURED IN BASEBALL HISTORY.


  • • •


  “Age is a question of mind over matter. If you don’t mind, it doesn’t matter.” SATCHEL PAIGE


  • • •


  “Cut me and I’ll bleed Dodger blue.” MANAGER TOMMY LASORDA


  • • •


  “Wait ’til next year.” COMMON BROOKLYN DODGERS FANS’ SAYING


  • • •


  “We finished last with you. We can finish last without you.” FIRST SPOKEN BY PIRATES EXECUTIVE BRANCH RICKEY TO RALPH KINER, WHO WAS HOLDING OUT FOR MORE MONEY


  • • •


  “I took two of the most expensive aspirins in history.” FIRST BASEMAN WALLY PIPP, WHO, DUE TO A HEADACHE, SAT OUT, WAS REPLACED BY LOU GEHRIG, AND THEN LOST HIS JOB TO GEHRIG


  • • •


  “It would depend on how well she was hitting.” PITCHER EARLY WYNN, SUPPOSEDLY RESPONDING TO THE QUESTION, “WOULD YOU THROW AT YOUR OWN MOTHER?”


  • • •


  “You gotta believe.” RELIEVER TUG MCGRAW’S BATTLE CRY


  • • •


  “Because there is always some kid who may be seeing me for the first or last time. I owe him my best.” OUTFIELDER JOE DIMAGGIO ON WHY HE PUT OUT 100 PERCENT EVERY GAME


  • • •


  “It’s nothin’ till I call it.” ASSERTIVE UMPIRE BILL KLEM


  • • •


  “I have discovered, in twenty years of moving around a ballpark, that the knowledge of the game is usually in inverse proportion to the price of the seats.” TEAM OWNER BILL VEECK


  • • •


  “Close don’t count in baseball. Close only counts in horseshoes and grenades.” OUTFIELDER FRANK ROBINSON


  • • •


  “This must be the only job in America that everybody knows how to do better than the guy who’s doing it.” UMPIRE NESTOR CHYLAK


  • • •


  “Ninety feet between home plate and first base may be the closest man has ever come to perfection.” SPORTSWRITER RED SMITH


  • • •


  “There’s nothing wrong with this club that a few wins won’t cure.” UNKNOWN


  • • •


  “Let him hit youyou’ve got fielders behind you.” BASEBALL PIONEER ALEXANDER CARTWRIGHT


  • • •


  “Champions cost money.” A’S OWNER CONNIE MACK


  • • •


  PART TWO
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  Humor


  Clearly baseball is the perfect game for humor. Long rain delays provide time and a built-in audience for the clowns and wits of baseball. There is more leisurely down time in baseball than most sportstime for players, managers, coaches, and the media to shoot the breeze. Not only that, but often when men have so much time to chat, you can bet there will be a lot of serious talk about baseball, a lot about women, and a lot of funny stuff left over.


  The humor of baseball is as old as the game itself. In this chapter you will find a quote from as far back as the 1890s from right fielder King Kelly and other quips and comments two centuries removed from Kelly. Colorful nicknames in baseball may have gone the way of nickel candy bars, but the humor endures.


  Some of the clown princes of the game have generated tons of hilarious quotes. A Hall of Fame in this department would have to include Bob Uecker, Yogi Berra, Casey Stengel, Andy Van Slyke, Dizzy Dean, Rocky Bridges, Joe Garagiola, and Lefty Gomez. However, you’ll also come across a gem or two from somewhat lesser-known wits such as Toby Harrah, with his classic line on statistics being like a girl in a bikini. For that matter, pitcher Tommy John, much more widely known for his mound skill than his humor, came up with a great, subtle line to a reporter concerning a home run he once dished up.


  Like a Whitman sampler, this chapter is chock-full of goodies from the men mentioned above and lots more. It should prove to be delectable reading.


  One final notein some cases there is a thin distinction between the brand of humor displayed in this chapter and the ones coming later in the chapter on “wacky” humor. Ultimately, this should be a case of “Who cares?” in that the main purpose of the line is to entertain, so there’s no need to fret about labels here. Simply sit back and enjoy the rich humor of the game.


  • • •


  


  “In 1967 with St. Louis, I walked with the bases loaded to drive in the winning run in an intrasquad game in spring training.” CATCHER BOB UECKER JOKING ABOUT HIS BIGGEST BASEBALL THRILL


  • • •


  “The biggest adjustment from the minor leagues to the major leagues is learning how to spend the $45 in meal money a day.” PIRATES OUTFIELDER ANDY VAN SLYKE


  • • •


  “When the Supreme Court says baseball isn’t run like a business, everybody jumps up and down with joy. When I say the same thing, everybody throws pointy objects at me.” TEAM OWNER BILL VEECK, FROM HIS BOOK THE HUSTLER’S HANDBOOK (WRITTEN WITH ED LINN)


  • • •


  “Why, they shot the wrong McKinley.” PITCHER DIZZY DEAN TO UMPIRE WILLIAM MCKINLEY


  • • •


  “I enjoyed hitting. I just didn’t make contact too often.” PITCHER BOB BUHL, A LIFETIME .089 HITTER


  • • •
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  “I tell George [Steinbrenner] what I think and then I do what he says.” YANKEES MANAGER BOB LEMON ON HIS BOSS


  • • •


  “All the fat guys watch me and say to their wives, ‘See, there’s a fat guy doing okay. Bring me another beer.’” PORTLY PITCHER MICKEY LOLICH


  • • •


  “I don’t wanna throw nothin’. Maybe he’ll get tired of waiting and leave .” COLORFUL PITCHER LEFTY GOMEZ WHEN ASKED BY HIS CATCHER WHY HE CONTINUED TO SHAKE OFF SIGN AFTER SIGN AFTER SIGN WHILE FACING JIMMIE FOXX


  • • •


  “I always liked working Indians games, because they were usually out of the pennant race by the end of April and there was never too much pressure on the umpires.” RON LUCIANO, UMPIRE, FROM HIS THE UMPIRE STRIKES BACK


  • • •


  “We’ve got to learn to stay out of triple plays.” METS MANAGER CASEY STENGEL, LOOKING AHEAD TO THE 1963 SEASON AFTER ENDING THEIR INITIAL SEASON ON A TRIPLE PLAY


  • • •


  “If we hadn’t won I would have jumped off a tall building. But the way I’m hitting, I wouldn’t have hit the ground anyway.” INFIELDER PHIL GARNER AFTER HITTING INTO A TRIPLE PLAY


  • • •


  “After the game, there’ll be more food for everyone.” ORIOLES PITCHER TIPPY MARTINEZ ON THE RAMIFICATIONS OF THE TRADE OF TIM STODDARD, 6' 7", 250-PLUS POUNDS


  • • •


  “A waist is a terrible thing to mind.” BURLY PITCHER TERRY FORSTER


  • • •


  “Children have been conceived and born during a Mike Hargrove at bat.” ANNOUNCER NORM HITZGES


  • • •


  “It’s a good thing I stayed in Cincinnati for four yearsit took me that long to learn how to spell it.” INFIELDER ROCKY BRIDGES


  • • •


  “The Mets achieved total incompetence in a single year, while the Browns worked industriously for almost a decade to gain equal proficiency.” ST. LOUIS BROWNS OWNER BILL VEECK, FROM VEECK AS IN WRECK BY VEECK AND ED LINN


  • • •


  “Our similarities are different.” INFIELDER DALE BERRA ON HIS FATHER YOGI


  • • •


  “It was after he hit it.” PITCHER TOMMY JOHN WHEN ASKED IF A PITCH HE SERVED UP FOR A HOMER WAS OUT OF THE STRIKE ZONE


  • • •


  “Every time I sign a ball, and there must have been thousands, I thank my luck that I wasn’t born Coveleski or Wambsganss or Peckinpaugh.” SLUGGER MEL OTT


  • • •


  “I go back to 1965 with Reggie [Jackson], but I guess I don’t go back far enough to remember when he was shy.” OUTFIELDER RICK MONDAY


  • • •


  “Statistics are like a girl in a bikini. They show a lot, but not everything.” INFIELDER TOBY HARRAH


  • • •


  “If we’re going to run away from Toronto, first we’ve got to catch them and go by them.” YANKEES CATCHER MIKE STANLEY


  • • •


  “We have a lot of pitchers capable of stopping our win streak.” RED SOX HURLER BRUCE HURST


  • • •


  “Most Valuable Player on the worst team ever? Just how did they mean that?” A PERPLEXED RICHIE ASHBURN, NAMED THE 1962 METS TEAM MVP


  • • •


  “Looks like Tarzan. Runs like Jane.” SCOUTING REPORT ON AN UNIDENTIFIED PLAYER


  • • •


  “300 Wins is Nothing to Spit At.” SAYING PITCHER GAYLORD PERRY WORE ON HIS T-SHIRT THE DAY HE NOTCHED HIS HISTORIC WIN


  • • •


  “It’s easy to beat the shift. All you got to do is hit it in the stands.” INDIANS HITTING COACH CLARENCE JONES


  • • •


  “I’ll tell you how smart Pete Rose is. When they had the blackout in New York, he was stranded thirteen hours on an escalator.” FORMER PITCHER JOE NUXHALL


  • • •


  “Sure I do, and if someone paid you $6,000 a game, you’d have fun, too.” PHILLIES STAR PETE ROSE WHEN ASKED IF HE HAS FUN PLAYING BASEBALL


  • • •


  “Bobo Newsom claims we had a gentlemen’s agreement on his contract. Couldn’t be. No gentlemen were involved.” MINOR LEAGUE TEAM OWNER JOE ENGEL


  • • •


  “He’s spent several years in the majors plus several more with the Pirates.” YANKEES STAR DON MATTINGLY ON PITCHER RICK RHODEN


  • • •


  “It was said that the first book Mickey Mantle ever finished was his own autobiography.” AUTHOR JOSEPH MCBRIDE


  • • •


  “The Goose [Rich Gossage] should do more pitching and less quacking.” YANKEES OWNER GEORGE STEINBRENNER


  • • •


  “I’ve buried people in better shape than I’m in.” THIRD BASEMAN RICHIE HEBNER, AN OFFSEASON GRAVE DIGGER


  • • •


  “You can’t get rich sitting on the bench, but I’m giving it a try.” UTILITY PLAYER PHIL LINZ


  • • •


  “Hating the New York Yankees is as American as apple pie, unwed mothers, and cheating on your income tax.” JOURNALIST MIKE ROYKO


  • • •


  “You never know with these psychosomatic injuries. You have to take your time with them.” ORIOLES PITCHER JIM PALMER


  • • •


  “I’m getting smarter, I finally punched something that couldn’t sue me.” A’S MANAGER BILLY MARTIN, AFTER PUNCHING A PIECE OF FURNITURE


  • • •


  “That’s pretty good, considering Dave’s previous idol was himself.” PIRATES STAR WILLIE STARGELL, WHEN TOLD TEAMMATE DAVE PARKER LISTED STARGELL AS HIS IDOL


  • • •


  “Boys, I’m one of those umpires that can make a mistake on the close ones. So, if it’s close, you’d better hit it.” UMPIRE CAL HUBBARD


  • • •


  “I always felt the more [St. Louis] Browns I could place on the other teams, the better off we would be.” TEAM OWNER BILL VEECK ON WHY HE TRADED SO MANY OF HIS BROWNS


  • • •


  “Chuck Tanner used to have a bed check just for me every night. No problemmy bed was always there.” PIRATES PITCHER JIM ROOKER


  • • •


  “I’m going to write a book: How to Make a Small Fortune in Baseball. You start with a large fortune.” TEAM OWNER RULY CARPENTER


  • • •


  “What do you want, a bonus or a limp?” DODGERS EXECUTIVE FRESCO THOMPSON ON WHY A PLAYER HIS TEAM HAD SCOUTED SHOULD SIGN TO PLAY BASEBALL INSTEAD OF FOOTBALL


  • • •


  “If you approach Billy Martin right, he’s okay. I avoid him altogether.” YANKEE PITCHER RON GUIDRY ON HIS SKIPPER


  • • •


  “If everybody on this team commenced breaking up the furniture every time we did bad, there’d be no place to sit.” CASEY STENGEL, MANAGER OF THE PATHETIC METS


  • • •


  “I can see the sun okay and that’s 93,000,000 miles away.” UMPIRE BRUCE FROEMMING ON HOW GOOD HIS EYESIGHT IS


  • • •


  “Yes, and so is everyone else in the league.” COMEDIAN GROUCHO MARX WHEN TOLD THAT LEO DUROCHER WAS LEADING THE GIANTS


  • • •


  “Felt pretty good when I got up this morning, but I got over it.” CATCHER SMOKY BURGESS


  • • •


  “He couldn’t hit a curve ball with an ironing board.” PITCHER BOB FELLER ON NBA STAR MICHAEL JORDAN’S ATTEMPT TO MAKE IT IN BASEBALL


  • • •


  “Oh, until about five minutes after I’m dead.” BILL SHEA, LAWYER (WHO HELPED NEW YORK GET A NATIONAL LEAGUE CLUB, THE METS, AFTER THE CITY HAD LOST THE DODGERS AND GIANTS) WHEN ASKED HOW LONG HE THOUGHT THE TEAM WOULD CONTINUE TO NAME THEIR STADIUM AFTER HIM


  • • •


  “When Manny [Sanguillen] takes a pitch, it’s either a wild pitch or paralysis has set in.” PIRATES GENERAL MANAGER JOE BROWN ON HIS FREE-SWINGING CATCHER


  • • •


  “Chicago Cubs fans are the greatest fans in baseballthey have to be.” CUBS MANAGER HERMAN FRANKS


  • • •


  “Baseball is like this. Have one good year and you can fool them for five more, because for five more years they expect you to have another good one.” MANAGER FRANKIE FRISCH


  • • •


  “They should move first base back a step to eliminate all the close plays.” OUTFIELDER/DESIGNATED HITTER JOHN LOWENSTEIN


  • • •


  “I’ll play first, third, left. I’ll play anywhereexcept Philadelphia.” SLUGGER DICK ALLEN


  • • •


  “It’s a hard slider.” PITCHER GAYLORD PERRY’S DAUGHTER, FIVE-YEAR-OLD ALLISON, WHEN ASKED IF HER DADDY THREW A SPITBALL


  • • •


  “I believe if ‘Shoeless’ Joe Jackson were playing today, he’d have a shoe contract.” YANKEES STAR DON MATTINGLY


  • • •


  “I have a son and I make him watch the Mets. I want him to know life. It’s a history lesson. He’ll understand the Depression when they teach it to him in school.” FAMOUS RESTAURANT OWNER TOOTS SHOR ON THE EARLY, PATHETIC METS


  • • •


  “He looks like a guy who went to fantasy camp and decided to stay.” FORMER PITCHER DON SUTTON ON PUDGY OUTFIELDER JOHN KRUK


  • • •


  “Bob Gibson is the luckiest pitcher I ever saw. He always pitches when the other team doesn’t score any runs.” GIBSON’S CATCHER, TIM MCCARVER


  • • •


  “As a nation we are dedicated to keeping physically fitand parking as close to the stadium as possible.” WRITER BILL VAUGHAN


  • • •


  “I didn’t want Dr. Jobe building a swimming pool with my knee.” PITCHER STEVE HOWE ON WHY HE REFUSED TO UNDERGO SURGERY


  • • •


  “The reason the Yankees never lay an egg is because they don’t operate on chicken feed.” WRITER DAN PARKER


  • • •


  “This team finished last on merit.” FRONT OFFICE MAN BRANCH RICKEY ON HIS HAPLESS PIRATES OF 1952


  • • •


  “Tug McGraw has about forty-eight cards in his deck.” PITCHER TOM SEAVER, A MCGRAW TEAMMATE ON THE METS


  • • •


  “I’m the most loyal player money can buy.” PITCHER DON SUTTON


  • • •


  “It couldn’t have happened to a greater guy. Well, yes, it could. It could have happened to me.” DODGERS MANAGER TOMMY LASORDA AFTER HIS PITCHER, JERRY REUSS, THREW A NO-HITTER


  • • •


  “Son, we’d like to keep you around this season, but we’re going to try to win a pennant.” YANKEES MANAGER CASEY STENGEL TO ROOKIE AUBREY GATEWOOD


  • • •


  “I’ve always done what was best for the club. Like this week, when I retired.” RELIEVER KENT TEKULVE


  • • •


  “The only thing worse than a Mets game is a Mets doubleheader.” CASEY STENGEL, MANAGER OF THE WOEFUL METS


  • • •


  “Baseball is like church. Many attend, but few understand.” WES WESTRUM, BIG LEAGUE MANAGER


  • • •


  “I was very calm. What are they going to do if I don’t get a hit? Bench me?” PINCH HITTER BILL NAHORODNY


  • • •


  “Being traded is like celebrating your hundredth birthday. It might not be the happiest occasion in the world, but consider the alternatives.” SPORTSCASTER JOE GARAGIOLA


  • • •


  “When I’m on the road, my greatest ambition is to get a standing boo.” RELIEVER AL HRABOSKY


  • • •


  “I was not successful as a ball player, as it was a game of skill.” SUCCESSFUL MANAGER CASEY STENGEL


  • • •


  “Tell you what, you keep the salary and pay me the cut.” LEFTY GOMEZ, PITCHER, WHEN TOLD TO SIGN A CONTRACT CUTTING HIS SALARY BY $12,500, DOWN FROM $20,000


  • • •


  “The doctor asked me the day of the week and I said, ‘Friday.’ Then he asked me who was the President of the United States. I said, ‘Hell, I didn’t know that before I hit my head.’” DON ZIMMER, INFIELDER, AFTER HE HAD FALLEN ON HIS HEAD


  • • •


  “How do you know when George Steinbrenner is lying? When you see his lips move.” WHITE SOX EXECUTIVE JERRY REINSDORF


  • • •


  “A heck of a lot better than being the smallest player in the minors.” FRED PATEK, 5'4" SHORTSTOP, WHEN ASKED HOW IT FELT TO BE THE SMALLEST PLAYER IN THE MAJORS


  • • •


  “When the year was over they wanted to give me back as the player to be named later.” OUTFIELDER RICHIE SCHEINBLUM


  • • •


  “The toughest call an umpire has to make is not the half-swing; the toughest call is throwing a guy out of the game after you blew the hell out of the play.” UMPIRE JOHNNY RICE


  • • •


  “The fans like to see home runs and we have assembled a pitching staff for their enjoyment.” TWINS EXECUTIVE CLARK GRIFFITH


  • • •


  “I wanted to go into my home run trot, but I realized I didn’t have one.” WHITE SOX CATCHER JIM ESSIAN ON HIS FIRST BIG LEAGUE HOME RUN


  • • •


  “Umpiring is best described as the profession of standing between two seven-year-olds with one ice cream cone.” FORMER UMPIRE RON LUCIANO


  • • •


  “You have to give him credit. Most guys don’t start cheating until later in their career.” CUBS’ MARK GRACE ON A YOUNG PITCHER CAUGHT LOADING UP ON A PITCH


  • • •


  “It depends on the length of the game.” HALL OF FAMER KING KELLY WHEN ASKED IF HE DRINKS WHILE PLAYING


  • • •


  “In Cleveland, pennant fever usually ends up being just a forty-eight-hour virus.” FRANK ROBINSON, HALL OF FAME OUTFIELDER


  • • •


  “If you can’t stand the heat, stay out of The Chicken.” TED GIANNOULAS, THE MAN WHO FOR YEARS WAS THE PADRES MASCOT, THE SAN DIEGO CHICKEN, ON A SCORCHING HOT DAY


  • • •


  [image: image]


  “When they operated, I told them to put in a Koufax fastball. They did, but it was a Mrs. Koufax fastball.” PITCHER TOMMY JOHN ON HIS ARM OPERATION


  • • •


  “He should have been better, pitching on 3,195 days’ rest.” SPORTSCASTER STEVE BLASS ON A PITCHER WHO HAD BEEN OUT OF THE GAME FOR ALMOST NINE SEASONS


  • • •


  “I’m superstitious and every night after I got a hit, I ate Chinese food and drank tequila. I had to stop hitting or die.” METS INFIELDER ED CHARLES


  • • •


  “If everyone contributes what their agents say they’ll contribute, we’ll have 172 wins and no losses.” CLEVELAND MANAGER DAVE GARCIA


  • • •


  “When you’re twenty-one, you’re a prospect. When you’re thirty, you’re a suspect.” PITCHER JIM MCGLOTHLIN


  • • •


  “He certainly has turned his life around. He used to be depressed and miserable. Now he’s miserable and depressed.” PHILLIES ANNOUNCER HARRY KALAS ON PHILADELPHIA’S CENTER FIELDER GARY MADDOX


  • • •


  “The whole thing reminded me of the junior promnot a lot of action; just a lot of guys standing around, watching what’s going on.” PITCHER DAN QUISENBERRY ON A “BRAWL”


  • • •


  “The average age of our bench is deceased.” DODGERS MANAGER TOMMY LASORDA


  • • •


  “I refuse to call a fifty-two-year-old man Sparky.” UMPIRE AL CLARK ON HIS INSISTENCE ON CALLING SPARKY ANDERSON BY HIS REAL FIRST NAME, GEORGE


  • • •


  “We know we’re better than this, but we can’t prove it.” PADRES STAR TONY GWYNN DURING A LONG LOSING STREAK


  • • •


  “If he raced his pregnant wife, he’d finish third.” TOMMY LASORDA, DODGERS MANAGER, ON HIS CATCHER, MIKE SCIOSCIA


  • • •


  “The kid doesn’t chew tobacco, smoke, drink, curse, or chase broads. I don’t see how he can possibly make it.” HALL OF FAMER RICHIE ASHBURN ON A PHILLIES ROOKIE


  • • •


  “I occasionally get birthday cards from fans. But it’s often the same messagethey hope it’s my last.” UMPIRE AL FORMAN


  • • •


  “We forgot about the Canadian exchange rate, so its really only 82 mph.” INFIELDER TIM FLANNERY UPON LEARNING THAT TEAMMATE MIKE BODDICKER WAS REPORTEDLY THROWING THE BALL AT 88 MPH DURING A GAME IN TORONTO


  • • •


  “It was a baseball.” WHITE SOX HURLER JOE HORLEN, WHEN ASKED WHAT HE HAD THROWN TO TONY CONIGLIARO WHO HAD HOMERED TO WIN A 1-0 GAME


  • • •


  “We live by the Golden Rulethose who have the gold make the rules.” BASEBALL EXECUTIVE BUZZIE BAVASI


  • • •


  “I’ll never make the mistake of being seventy years old again.” LEGENDARY MANAGER CASEY STENGEL AFTER BEING FIRED DUE TO HIS AGE


  • • •


  “He can hit just as good right-handed as he can left-handed. He’s just naturally amphibious.” YOGI BERRA ON SWITCH HITTER MICKEY MANTLE


  • • •


  “A couple of years ago they told me I was too young to be President and you were too old to be playing baseball, but we fooled them.” UNITED STATES PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY TO ST. LOUIS GREAT STAN MUSIAL


  • • •


  “Anytime I got those bang-bang plays at first base, I called them out. It made the game shorter.” UMPIRE TOM GORMAN


  • • •


  “One of them has me dead already.” INFIELDER MARK KOENIG ON WHY HE DOESN’T TRUST BOOKS WRITTEN ABOUT HIS 1927 YANKEES


  • • •
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