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Princess Jasmine smiled as she gazed at Prince Aladdin. The royal couple was sitting on a tapestry in the palace garden, enjoying a warm sunny day. Aladdin was admiring his coin collection. He held up each gold coin, polished it with a cloth, and then placed it carefully back in a wooden holder. How many coins do you have now? 

Jasmine asked, even though she already knew the answer. All Aladdin had talked about over the last few weeks was his coin collection. 

Twenty-three, Aladdin replied. I dont have the complete desert collection yet. I need one more. He pointed to the empty space on the wooden tray in front of him. I have the snake, the scorpion, and the cactus. All I need now is the camel. 
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Jasmines father, the Sultan of Agrabah, had given Aladdin his first coin a few months before. Slowly, Aladdin had built up his collection. The desert coins were the most valuableand the hardest to obtain. 

Maybe one will turn up soon, Jasmine said. She couldnt help but smile. For weeks she had been planning a royal birthday celebration for Aladdin. She knew that a camel coin was what Aladdin was wishing for, and more than anything she wanted to grant his birthday wish. 

Jasmine patted Rajahs soft orange and white fur. The gentle tiger was lying near her, and he purred like a kitten as Jasmine stroked him. 

Suddenly, Rajahs ears perked up and he sprang up from the ground. 

What is it? Jasmine asked. What do you hear, Rajah? 

Aladdin looked up and laughed. Oh, Rajah, he said calmly. Thats just Abu back from the market. He pointed to the high stone walls surrounding the garden. Hi, Abu! he called. Did you get those apples from Mr. Kabali? 

Aladdins monkey peered over the wall. He skillfully took hold of a low hanging branch and swung down to the ground. Even though Abu could have walked through the palace gates, he preferred to jump over the wall. A wide smile spread across his face. Eagerly, he hopped over to Aladdin. 

What? Aladdin asked. What is it? He watched as the little monkey tried to act out what had happened to him. 

Abu bounced around, making stepping motions. He pretended to bite into something and then prick his hand. He turned to face Aladdin and Jasmine and grinned proudly. 

You went to the market, Jasmine guessed. 

Abu nodded his head, encouraging Jasmine to go on. After living with the monkey for a while now, Jasmine could tell what he was saying better than Aladdin could at times. And you got apples and a cactus? She burst out laughing. Why, that doesnt make any sense! 
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Abu moved his head up and down so fast his small hat fell off! Then he reached into his vest and took out a coin. He held it out to Aladdin. 

For me? Aladdin asked. He looked closely at the coin. Then he smiled at Jasmine. Well, you got that right! Abu did get a cactus at the market. Look here, he said. He flipped the gold coin up in the air, and Jasmine caught it. 

Thanks, friend, he said to Abu. But I already have the cactus coin. Its the camel Im looking for. 

Abu fell down in a heap on the grass. He was exhausted from his journey and from acting out his findings. He sighed heavily. 

It was a good try, Aladdin told him. 

Jasmine flipped the coin back to Abu. Sorry, Abu, she said. You are sweet. Aladdin has been on the hunt for these desert coins for a long time. 

There arent many of those camel coins, Aladdin said, shaking his head. They are very rare. Aladdin was rightno one in Agrabah had the coin. This made him even more determined to get it, and Jasmine even more convinced that the coin would be the perfect birthday gift for him. 

Jasmine walked over to Aladdins collection. But you have all the others. She put her hand on the coin rack. Wait until father sees what youve got here! 

If only I had the camel coin, Aladdin said wistfully. 

Abu! Jasmine called to the monkey, who was still sprawled out on the grass. Are you ready for lunch? 

Abu sat up straight and nodded his head. 

Jasmine knew that food had a way of cheering up the little monkey. 

Come, she said. Lets go ring the bell for some food. I think it will be nice to eat outside today. She took Abus hand, and they walked over to the palace. 

Abu jumped up and pulled the long silk cord that was attached to the servants bell. Inside, the palace chef would know that the royal couple was ready for some lunch. 

Abu, Jasmine whispered. She looked over her shoulder and saw that Aladdin was far enough away not to hear her. I just have to tell someone my great news! 

Abu scampered closer to Jasmine. He loved a good secret! 

You cant tell Aladdin, she said. Its a special birthday surprise. Do you promise? 

The little monkey crossed his heart and motioned to zip his mouth closed. His eyes grew wide, and he nuzzled up to Jasmine. 

The princess laughed. She checked one more time to make sure Aladdin wasnt listening. Then she turned to Abu. I found the camel coin! she exclaimed. I just got word today. A messenger came all the way from Zagrabah! Im going to go get it tomorrow. She reached out and gave Abu a tight squeeze. Oh, Aladdin is going to be so surprised when his birthday wish is granted! 

Abu smiled at Jasmine. She looked so excited. But he had to wonder…how would the princess get all the way to Zagrabah and back before the royal celebration tomorrow night? 
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