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Big Mac Attack

In order to keep the general public from becoming confused about who’s who, companies are allowed to trademark their names so other companies can’t use them. One of the most diligent protectors of name identification is McDonald’s. They’ve gone after mom-and-pop companies, medium-size companies, and even companies owned by people named McDonald—and won.

But McDonald’s suffered a setback in the United Kingdom when London’s High Court allowed Frank Yu Kwan Yuen’s registration for “McChina” as a British trademark for his restaurant. “It appears to me on analysis that McDonald’s are virtually seeking to monopolize all names and words with the prefix Mc or Mac,” Judge David Neuberger ruled, adding that there was an “absence of any evidence of confusion” among the general population from the Chinese restaurant’s name.

After hearing the court’s ruling, Yuen said he was “as happy as a drunken prawn”—an item, I hope, that doesn’t appear on McChina’s menu.


I Thought They Were Shy

British scientists were honored with the 2002 Ig Nobel Prize for their research into the reproductive habits of the ostrich. Their observations uncovered that ostriches become more sexually aroused when there is a human present—in fact, some ostriches tried to become amorous with the human observers.
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Winston Churchill’s mother, Jennie Jerome, was born in America in Brooklyn, New York.


Lay About

British workers were urged to bum around, stop working, and in effect do nothing in order to celebrate the second annual National Slacker Day. But the event wasn’t as popular as most people would think. A poll conducted during that week showed that 59 percent of the people claimed they don’t do much at work anyway, other than use company time to talk with friends and family and catch up on correspondence through company e-mail.

The special day of observance to observe doing nothing generated hardly any interest. People slacked off doing anything to celebrate National Slacker Day—making the event both a success and a failure.
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British ice cream manufacturer Wall’s announced it will no longer print jokes on its ice cream sticks because too many customers don’t get them.






Working Your Way Up from the Bottom

A “whistleblower” is someone who discovers and then reports illegal or unscrupulous activity in the workplace. One vigilant British worker, who obviously had some spare time on his hands—or intestinal problems—measured several rolls of toilet paper and found they had only 200 sheets as opposed to the 320 sheets stated in the contract with the supplier. His employer, West Somerset District Council, demanded the vendor wipe the slate clean and was awarded £17,150. For saving the company so much money, the employee was given only a few days off. So if the company is ever “rolled,” you can be sure who did it.


Forgive Them for They Know not What they Do

Some overzealous volunteers at a church at Newquay, Cardiganshire, were running a jumble sale to help raise money for the church. In order to get as much stuff as possible to sell at bargain prices, one of the volunteers accidentally snatched the church’s collection of gold and silver items (valued at £9,150) along with some not-so-expensive bric-a-brac and sold the entire box for about £10! May the Lord be with him.
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In 1700s England it was possible to buy insurance against going to hell.


Two In, Three Out

We’ve all seen movies where prisoners secretly exchange things through the bars of their cells. But one couple in the Swansea Crown Court Building in South Wales passed something through the bars that you would see only in a different kind of movie.

An investigation was launched when an inmate, Donna Stokes, became pregnant after having sex with her boyfriend through the bars of their respective holding cells. Both were awaiting a hearing on burglary and theft charges and were in adjoining temporary cells and, as Stokes said, “We hadn’t seen each other for months.” Sounds like a lot more fun than rattling a tin cup against the bars, doesn’t it?


The Bump and Grind

John Turner of Thornaby-on-Tees sought and was granted a divorce from his wife, Pauline, on the grounds of unreasonable behavior. The man couldn’t stand his wife’s compulsive habit of rearranging the furniture every day of their thirty-eight-year marriage.
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The first general income tax ever was implemented in Great Britain by William Pitt the Younger in his budget of December 1798 to finance the Napoleonic Wars. The tax was imposed at a rate of 10 percent on all incomes exceeding £200; income under £60 was exempt. After the war, the tax was repealed but then put into place again in 1842 by then prime minister Sir Robert Peel.




May I Have the Envelope, Please?

In a February 2002 survey in Great Britain, one in nine people admitted to sending themselves Valentine’s Day cards so that they would receive at least one. Of the remaining respondents, one out of every three had received a card from their own children and one in ten had stolen them from someone else in the house.

 








On May 11, 1812, John Bellingham stepped in front of British prime minister Spencer Perceval in the lobby of the House of Commons, drew a pistol, and shot him in the chest. Perceval is the only British prime minister to have been assassinated.






In a Class by Itself

In 1917, during the height of World War I, the Germans announced unrestricted submarine warfare (sinking merchant ships without warning) in an attempt to cut off trade and supplies to Britain. The British Admiralty produced their answer to the German U-boats: a fleet of 325-foot-long steam-powered submarines called “K-class submarines.” They were soon nicknamed “Kalamity class”; here’s why:

[image: ] K1 collided with K4 off the Danish coast on November 18, 1917, and was purposely sunk to avoid capture.

[image: ] K2 caught fire on its maiden dive.

[image: ] K3 sank for no apparent reason (with the Prince of Wales aboard) and then mysteriously surfaced again.

[image: ] K5 was lost due to unknown reasons during a mock battle in the Bay of Biscay on January 20, 1921. The submarine signaled she was diving and nothing was ever heard from her again.

[image: ] K13 sank on January 19, 1917, during sea trials when an intake failed to close while she was submerging and her engine room flooded. She was eventually salvaged and recommissioned as K22 in March 1917.

Only one K boat ever engaged an enemy vessel, hitting a German U-boat with a torpedo, which failed to explode. In 1918 (after the accidental deaths of some 250 British sailors), the K project was abandoned.


Sub-Story

Two K-class boats were lost in an incident known as the “Battle of May Island” on January 31, 1918. The cruiser HMS Fearless collided with the lead submarine, K17, which sank in about eight minutes. In an attempt to get out of the cruiser’s way, K4 was struck by K6, nearly cutting her in half, and was then struck by K7. She sank with all her crew. At the same time, K22 (the recommissioned K13) and K14 collided, although both survived. In a little over an hour and fifteen minutes, two submarines had been sunk, four were badly damaged, and 105 crewmembers were killed.
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Really Up a Tree

In 1978, the British army was called in to serve as temporary firemen during a strike of local firefighters. An elderly woman called the firehouse on January 14 to ask for assistance as her cat had climbed a tree and was unable to get down. The army arrived quickly and valiantly rescued the woman’s cat, placing the purring puss into the woman’s grateful hands.

So happy was the woman with the army’s handling of the situation that she invited the brave men in for tea. They accepted her invitation, and after a pleasant time together the army volunteers/firemen bade their host a fond farewell, got back into their fire trucks, and promptly ran over and killed the rescued cat.


Pie in the Sky

When a jilted boyfriend wants revenge there’s no telling what he might do—and in the case of Liam McGarry of Scotland there was no telling why he did what he did; in fact, he didn’t even know.

McGarry turned up at the home of Laura Barr, who had broken off their relationship a month earlier. She later said McGarry didn’t even look like himself—mainly because he was covered in mincemeat. A neighbor came over to help remove McGarry after he had slapped Barr and spat chunks of meat in her face. In a March 13, 2004, article in the Daily Record, McGarry’s defense lawyer was quoted as saying, “He is at a complete loss to explain the significance of the mince or why he had coated himself in it.”
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