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Memorandum

 

THE GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
BUREAU OF SUPERHEROICS




	TO:
	All Aspirants to Superhero Status



	FROM:
	Dr. Jane Loudermilk, Undersecretary of Superheroics



	RE:
	“The Government Manual for New Superheroes”




Your Government wants you to succeed in whatever you choose to do (except if you choose to overthrow the Government). To this end, the Government publishes a series of guides to provide Useful Information, such as “The Government Manual for New Homeowners”and“The Government Manual for New Motor Vehicle Operators”(but not “The Government Manual for New Overthrowers of the Government”).

“The Government Manual for New Superheroes”will help you get started as a costumed crimefighter. Because it is meant to aid the broadest possible audience, it has been written for those who do not have superpowers. That is, it is intended mostly for the moody millionaire industrialists, the crusading reporters, and the chipper young orphans who,

according to the latest census figures, make up the larger part of the populace. It is less helpful for the aliens, psychic prodigies, mythic gods, and mysterious dwellers of unseen realms who make up the rest.

Herein you will find Indispensable Guidance regarding the many and varied options you must consider and actions you must take early on. A superhero cannot be a fence-sitter, after all. Even the late, legendary FENCESITTER took action from time to time, albeit often in an untimely fashion.

At the outset of your career arise some of the most difficult but potentially rewarding choices you will ever need to make: your name, first and foremost.

Will mention of your moniker give your foes fits, or giggles? Next: your costume—if you are going to be in the same outfit every time duty calls, you had best pick one that is both comfortable and practical, and flattering as well. Your symbol? An icon is worth a thousand catchphrases, and yours will stand for what you stand for. Where will you hide out? In whom will you confide? Will you go solo or do you prefer company, either in the form of a protégé (or“sidekick,”in Government-sanctioned parlance) or teammates of equal stature, if different skills? And when you are finally ready to declare yourself super, when you have completed the proper forms and paid your registration fees and union dues, whom will you fight?

This guide is written in Straightforward Language—the kind of simple, casual speech you might use every day as you indulge in lengthy interior monologues that explain your origins, your current mental state, and any previous encounters you might have had with the persons around you. Numerous headings divide the material into Discrete Sections, and words have been capitalized only when Strictly Necessary. The overall presentation in printed and bound form allows you to use a bookmark to hold your place if you need to stop reading in order to, say, render assistance to a fellow citizen, or take something off the stove. Topics and asides of especial noteworthiness are set apart from the main text in boxes introduced by this symbol: [image: ]

That said, you are now only a foreword, eight chapters, one afterword, and two appendices from superheroism. We wish you the speed of MARATHON-MAN, the strength of THE FORTE, and the wisdom of SCHOLARA: THE HUMAN FOOTNOTE as you begin as an up, up, and coming superhero.
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Foreword

 
by THE ELIMINATORIAN



If I had a nickel for every time a young hopeful asked me how to be a superhero, I’d have a million nickels, which I would use to crush my hated enemies beneath a gleaming mountain of coinage, and when they opened their foul mouths to scream, the tiny shimmering discs would flood down their throats, choking the life out of their evildoing bodies like an army of little silver vigilantes.

And that’s why I was so glad when the Government told me about this handbook for aspiring crusaders who have yet to don their first costumes. I hope it will help turn youngsters away from such temptations as drinking, gambling, and studying, and toward the really important pursuits of smiting and avenging.

It is with great pleasure, therefore, that I recommend this book to anyone with an interest in socially constructive violence.
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CHAPTER ONE

CHOOSING YOUR
SUPERHERO NAME







You have a perfectly ordinary name—rhythmic, alliterative, and perhaps containing a play on words. Until now, you have answered to your name whenever called: at any time of day or night, at home, at work, or at the club. You are about to assume another identity, however, presumably only your second, and this second you will also need a name. Unlike your first—that is, your civilian—name, given to you by your parents or the nuns who found you swaddled at the doorstep of their convent in the forest, your nom de combattre le crime is for you to choose. This chapter will help you choose wisely.

Not Answering to
Your Civilian Name

 

You will likely find it difficult enough at first remembering to respond to your superhero name once you have adopted it. Therefore, you must prepare for those times when you will be someone else, and to answer to your civilian name would confirm the suspicions of those who would do you ill and compromise the safety of your family, friends, and workaday colleagues. Perhaps even before you choose your superhero name you should begin practicing not answering to your civilian name for hours at a stretch—unless you are a teenager, in which case you probably already have some practice not responding to your name, at least when called by adults.

The Four Common Varieties

 

Superhero names generally come in four varieties:


	___________________(-)Man/Boy or (-)Woman/Girl;


	The___________________;


	[Honorific]___________________; and


	____________________





[image: ]

A Word on Hyphenation

If you choose a name of the first common variety, you will be faced with a further dilemma: whether to hyphenate the two halves of your name, leave a space between them, or simply run them together into a single fused moniker. There are those who believe that hyphenation betrays a lack of conviction in one’s super-iority; leaving a space is tantamount to not becoming a superhero at all. The authors are of the mind that hyphenation or even full separation is wholly a matter of style. That is, “Crumble-Boy” is neither more nor less fearsome than “Crumbleboy” or “Crumble Boy.”
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And a Word on Adjectives

Another thing to consider if you choose a name of the first flavor, and to a lesser extent if you choose one of the second or third, is the opportunity to inject an adjective, from time to time, as appropriate. For example, if you were THE NEWS, you might also be THE LOCAL NEWS. (Additionally, your enemies might appreciate the opportunity to remark, with contempt, “Well, well… if it isn’t yesterday’s NEWS.”)
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A Caution About Honorifics

The appeal of the honorific is the sense of authority it conveys and the feeling of accomplishment, even if initially undeserved, with which it infuses the bearer. The trouble with an honorific arises when the superhero using it is called upon to perform the more mundane tasks commonly associated with the title.

That is, DOCTOR ELASTIC might be adept at delivering baddies into the hands of the authorities, but can he deliver a baby on a stalled subway train? “Why not?” those on the train might inquire. “Aren’t you DOCTOR ELASTIC?”
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A Caution About Ambiguity

A name meant to intimidate the unrighteous might inadvertently cause fear among the meek but just. If this happens, you might wish to reconsider. For example, the legendary ELIMINATORIAN, wanting to make it clear that only the evil need fear elimination by his hand, has recently changed his name to THE EVILMINATOR.



What Your Name
Should Say About You

 

Whether you choose to structure your superhero name as a single awe-inspiring or fear-inducing term, alone or with an article, or even with an attached indication of your sex and maturity, your name should suggest, to the greatest extent possible, one of the following:


	The animal, plant, or natural phenomenon you most resemble or admire (e.g., CAPTAIN CHAMOIS, HAIL-GIRL, THE FERN);


	Your exceptional ability or abilities (THE SPEEDREADER, BALANCE BOY);


	The source of your superpowers, if you in fact have superpowers (WHITE NOISE, THE PEWTER FLASK); or


	That you are in general better than non-superheroes (MORE MAN, THE EXEMPLAR, TRUMP).
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The Epithet:
An Extra Bit of Bluster

Akin to the introductory adjective, but providing even more of an opportunity for puffery, is the full-blown epithet: the phrase that follows. Will you be DUNE, or DUNE: THE BOY OF SAND?

SHE-MAN or SHE-MAN: PERSON OF POWER?

The choice belongs to You: Reader of This Book.
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The Epithet:
An Additional Use

Epithets can also serve to clarify otherwise ambiguous names. It is for this reason that the legendary EVILIMINATOR has recently rechristened himself THE EVILIMINATOR: ELIMINATOR OF EVIL.



Rule: First Originated,
First Named

 

There are an unlimited number of names available to the limited number of superheroes active at any given moment, yet certain names are more superheroic than others and are, therefore, more desirable. Recognizing the need for a free and efficient exchange of information regarding superhero names worldwide, the Unified Nations has established the Superhero Name Registry and Clearinghouse. This august body maintains records of all superheroes around the globe, including dates of origin and adoption of name.

[image: ]

“Now it’s official: I’m THE LEMONADER!”

For a nominal fee, the Registry will perform a comprehensive search of its database to determine the availability of any superhero name. Once registered, a superhero name enjoys exclusive ownership by the registrant until the occurrence of certain terminating events, including death of the hero, voluntary surrender of one’s name, or documented change of permanent residence to an alternate universe.
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Exception to the Rule

Before the creation of the Superhero Name Registry and Clearinghouse, some popular or merely obvious names were adopted by more than one superhero. In those days, when atomic-powered hovercrafts and teleportation devices were not yet the common household appliances they are now, no single hero protected a very large geographical expanse, and the likelihood of overlap was negligible. The policy of the dispute resolution arm of the Registry is to permit concurrent uses of identical or substantially similar names if the adoptions were made in good faith before the passage of Unified Nations Resolution K-63 (“A Resolution to Establish a Procedure for the Registration of Superhero Names”) and upon a showing that the senior—that is, earlier—adopter of the common name is not likely to be called upon to serve superheroically in the Superhero District of the junior. The senior adopter, however, retains the greater right to the common name in all other Districts.

In the alternative, the Registry also sanctions battles royale between claimants and will recognize the superior rights of the victorious combatant to the name in dispute. The loser, until he or she adopts a new name, is known (at least officially) as THE LOSER—unless the name in dispute was, in fact, THE LOSER, in which case the winner is known as THE LOSER and the loser known as MUD.



Demeanor the Better

 

Some superhero names engender hope: BRIGHT HORIZON; THE ENGENDERER; PROFESSOR HOPE. Others instill fear: THE CASTIGATOR; MULCT-MAN; and SCOURGE. Still others are neutral: SALESGIRL; THE CAPE. Remember that you will be adopting not just a new name but a new persona as well, and although that persona can change over time, you should decide on at least the demeanor you will begin with and choose your name in keeping with that decision.

If you want to be the stalwart, flag-waving, do-gooding type, a name like THE ARTFUL DRAFT DODGER will not fly. If you plan to appear only at night, dress all in black, and bend the rules to breaking in your quest for justice, do not name yourself COMMANDER BABYPOWDER and expect to cow any but the most sheepish rogues.
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Adjusting Your Attitude

Do not fret, though, that the attitude you choose is the attitude you must maintain throughout your superhero career. Times change, and superheroes change with them. You might begin your work as a squeaky-clean Girl Scout type, only to transform overnight into a less by-the-book avenger when your troop leader is liquefied in a toxic tort orchestrated by your archenemy. Or you might be born as an impetuous idealist, only to grow cautious and cynical as you fight the same criminals again and again as they are regularly released on their own recognizance, acquitted, freed from minimum-security detention facilities by armies of robotic ants, or paroled for good behavior.



Keep It Simple, Superhero

 

“Observe! Overhead in the firmament! There’s a waterfowl! There’s an aerodyne! There’s—”

Will what follows roll off the tongue, or be a mangled mouthful?

MAGIC-MAN does the trick. THE PRESTIDIGITATOR baffles.

THE MOSQUITO has bite. GALLINIPPER is a bloody mess.

Your superhero name will be the harbinger of all of your knowledge, experience, wisdom, and goodwill, but, nonetheless, your name should be terse, concise, brief, pithy. Your appearance, not your appellation, should trip up your enemies. Your title should comfort, not confound, the populace. In short, there is a reason why BIG BANG is remembered to this day, while THE SUPERCONDUCTING NON-COLLOIDAL MEDIUM-ENERGY-BOOSTING SUPERCOLLIDER OF THE GREATER SANDUSKY, OHIO, METROPOLITAN AREA has faded to obscurity.

Remember Which Side You Are On

 

The inherent goodness of good, as opposed to evil, is what made you want to be a superhero in the first place. Your superhero name should remind you, as well as the public, of as much. Therefore, be mindful of the connotation(s) of any name you consider. Though a particular name might seem clever or stylish or “cool,” if it suggests bad rather than good, it will work against you. Avoid names like THE EXECRABLE LUNK, COLONEL HURT, and WASTREL.
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For the Stranger to This World:
Choosing a Human Name

As mentioned at the outset, this manual is primarily intended to aid the otherwise average human born into one of the unenshrouded civilizations of Earth. Nonetheless, the authors include here a brief note regarding the taking of a name for the benefit of the already-super hero for whom a human persona will be an alter ego.

The only first names of human males as of this writing are: John, Jack, Jean, James, Jason, Jacob, Joshua, Justin, Jordan, and Jeffrey.

The only names of females are: Jan, Jane, Joan, Jeanne, Jenna, Jennifer, Jessica, Julia, Jocelyn, and Jacqueline.

The only surnames are: Johnson, Jackson, Jameson,; Jacobson, Jefferson, Smith, Jones, Brown, Miller, and White.
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L. to r.: Jackie Johnson, Jessica Smith, Jeff Jacobson, Jenna Brown, Jack Miller, Jim Jefferson, and Jeanne White.




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/images/9780740789090_54-1.jpg
MAIN STREET
APARTMENTS OF JUSTICE
TENANT APPLICATION FORM

CIVILIAN NAME:

SUPERHERO NA!

PLEASE PROVIDE THREE REFERENCES

(Note: At least one must be from your current employer,
and at least one must be a personal reference from a
youthful sidekick whom you rescued from a local
orphanage.)

EMERGENCY CONT

« Do you have any allergies, medical conditions, or

power-sapping reactions to alien substances that must
never fall into the hands of your enemies? ~ YES/NO

+ Do you smoke?  YES/NO





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_69-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_89-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_87-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_aut-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_9-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_16-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_aut-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_htp.jpg
THE GOVERNMENT MANUAL™
FOR NEW SUPERHEROES





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_comm.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_man.jpg
R





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_cvi.jpg
= &

-7 GRANTED

00T0BER 3 1950

7 P s
% Oy
i

AUOUST 14, 1958
£
T Z:*

CGOVERNMENT MANUAL

ek kann,qka 3

A \\ L(vaw mc‘ \

ATIEW A0 SR 2 \\t{&[?é\‘ \/M
WEINSTEIN A

LAME' Mk bemore l\qb’d\(‘.






OEBPS/images/9780740789090_toc.jpg









OEBPS/images/9780740789090_tp.jpg
THE
GOVERNMENT
MANUAL
FOR NEW
SUPERHEROES

MATTHEW DAVID BROZIK

AND
WEINSTEIN

Andrews McMeel
Publishing
Kansas City






OEBPS/images/9780740789090_121-1.jpg
SUPERHERONAME: | OFFIcE USE ONIY

L. Tdentification Data. Name avaitable?
7 Human 3 Altered Human OYs ONo
3 Mutant 9 Alien

Hyphen necessary?

Name: O%s ON

Pt Middle Lot Sufi

Date of birth: —_ Date of origin

Base of operations:
Cinclude 2IP Code)

Red Phone/fi n0.:(—






OEBPS/images/9780740789090_97-1.jpg
Team Name

THE PUZZLE
PIECES

THE LONDON
UNDERGROUND

THE HIPHOP
HEROES

Good
Rallying Cry

PUZZLE PIECES,
assemble!

From Hyde Park
Corner to Kings

Cross-St. Pancras—
let justice be served!

Take the H o the O /
£ the P—don't be slow!
Take the hip to the hop /
to the top of the pops!
When the cops can't stop /
‘some zera’s tricks,

the HIP-HOP HEROES /

will funk the fix!

Poor
Rallying Cry

Yol PUZZLE
PIECES! A litle
help over here!

T

"PUZZLE PIECES,
assemble!





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_18-1.jpg
Substance

The mysterious
fruits of your own
scientific genius

Spandex

Pro

Will never rip or get
dirty; capable of
turning invisible or
bursting into flame
without damage

Stretchy

Con

You have to be
a genius

Might cause
laughter
among today’s
irony-obsessed,
‘media-savvy
youth





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_122-2.jpg
L. Affiliations

Sidekick? 0 Yes ONo  [yes,name

Memberof team? 7 Yes T No  Name of team:

Team base at: —____ of Justice

Known nemeses (lst in order offirst inimical encounter):

1






OEBPS/images/9780740789090_122-1.jpg
ILA. Costume

Please provide a detailed
description of your costume belou:
Include bootsize. Attach
additional sheets i necessary

Cape? 1 Yes O No

T1B. Insignia

Draw your insignia here:






OEBPS/images/9780740789090_25-2.jpg
No





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_25-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_27-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_26-1.jpg
Superhero Name

THE EAGLE

HOTSPUR

‘CAPTAIN VENGEANCE

THE FLAMING SWORD

Good Insignia

Abald eagle
in flight

‘The dogs of war

Abloody skull

Aflaming sword

Bad Insignia

Mr. Cleanina
hang-glider

‘The dogs of

wwar playing
poker

Mahatma
Gandhi

Something.
thatis
neither
swordlike
nor aflame





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_38-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_30-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_49-1.jpg





OEBPS/images/9780740789090_46-1.jpg





OEBPS/page-template.xpgt
 

   
    
		 
    
  
     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
		 
    

     
		 
		 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





