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preface


In this book, you will find 120 words that (properly deployed) will make you sound intelligent. Of course, they won’t make you sound intelligent in every situation (there’s really no word that will make you sound intelligent if you’re dressed in a hot-pink chicken suit, for instance), but being able to pull out words such as avuncular, gloaming, and louche in the right contexts will go a long way toward impressing—or at least distracting—your listeners.

The key to sounding intelligent, however, is to ensure that you are using these words correctly. To that end, we’ve provided here not only dictionary definitions, but also pronunciations, example sentences from sources both classic and modern, and helpful notes that give the background on a word’s history, use, or related synonyms—nearly everything you’ll need to increase the number of erudite and evocative words in your vocabulary.

Be aware that, in some instances, not using these words will make you sound more intelligent than pulling them out where they’re not wanted. Once you learn them, though, you’ll be able to make that call!
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adjective


	Promoting or favoring abstinence; associated with temperance.

	Devoted to or spent in abstinence: as, an abstemious life.

	Sparing in diet; moderate in the use of food and drink; temperate; abstinent.

	Restricted; very moderate and plain; very sparing; spare: opposed to luxurious or rich: as, an abstemious diet.





Examples:

Scrooge’s abstemious gruel-eating lifestyle might have been applauded as a sign of godliness back in the days of the early bread-and-water saintly ascetic hermits, who lived in caves and said Bah! Humbug! to all comers. —Margaret Atwood, “Debtor’s Prison,” The Wall Street Journal, September 20, 2008

Although “wet” (in both the drinking and political senses) [British Prime Minister David Cameron] is not a rampaging drunk. He will not produce a hip flask of gin, as our Prince Charles and his wife did when they visited the abstemious George W. Bushes at HQ a few years ago, glugging back a couple of stiff ones before walking into dinner. —Quentin Letts, “Everything You Always Wanted to Know about David Cameron,” Forbes, July 20, 2010

But Joe (so abstemious, so shy) was in a million parlors—big as Life, the new magazine that debuted the same year as he. —“The Dimaggio Nobody Knew,” Newsweek, March 22, 1999

Abstemious is formed by the Latin ab, “away,” and temum, “liquor.”
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adjective


	Remote from comprehension; difficult to apprehend or understand; profound; occult; esoteric: opposed to obvious.

	Withdrawn from view; out of the way; concealed.





Examples:

He sought refuge from his own sensitive nature in abstruse meditations, and delighted most in those subjects requiring the full exercise of his intellectual powers, which never seemed fatigued—and in his early life never did sun shine on a more joyous being! —James Gillman, The Life of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 1838

The active labors of the day are closed with preparation for the court business of the following morning; and then instead of retiring to rest, as ordinary men would, after such exertions, he spends the night in abstruse study, or in social intercourse. —“Lord Brougham,” International Miscellany of Literature, Art and Science, October 1, 1850

“Call me a philistine,” he said, as they strolled through the museum, “but most contemporary art is too abstruse for me to understand.” —Wordnik

Abstruse is not to be confused with obtuse, “dull; lacking in acuteness or sensibility; blunt.”
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noun


	Apathy; a lack of care or interest; indifference.

	An abnormal mental condition, characterized by carelessness, listlessness, fatigue, and want of interest in affairs.





Examples:

While true depression has clinical causes that need treatment, acedia is essentially a spiritual problem, a wrestling with one’s own soul and the meaning of life. —Cary McMullen, “A condition with no name finds one,” Tuscaloosa News, March 28, 2009

Cassian himself dwells on the horrible liability of the monks to the principal vices which infest human nature—gluttony, uncleanness, avarice, anger, vainglory, pride—above all, that despairing and unaccountable melancholy which they call acedia, and describe as “the demon that walketh in the noonday.” —Frederic William Farrar, Gathering Clouds: A Tale of the Days of St. Chrysostom, 1895

We have to sweep our souls clean of feelings of unworthiness and self-righteousness and rid our spirits of the cobwebs of acedia. —Harriet Rossetto, “Barack Obama and the God of Love,” The Huffington Post, November 24, 2008

And a rather relentless mention of missed opportunities, friends lost or gone wrong, dryness, acedia, hopeless suffering, stiffening mental joints—“Today we stalk/in the raging desert of our thought/whose single drop of mercy is/each knows the other there.” —R. W. Flint, “Poetry,” The New York Review of Books, February 1, 1963

Acedia may be used interchangeably with sloth, “slowness, tardiness, laziness,” and is one of the seven deadly sins.
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verb


	To bring forward, present, or offer; advance; cite; name or instance as authority or evidence for what one advances.





Examples:

The next scene which we adduce is that where the battered figure of a pale, grisly man walks into the garrison-town of Bayonne, after a three-years’ absence, explained only to his disgrace, mutely overcomes the guard, and rings the bell of the Governor’s house. —“Charles Reade,” The Atlantic Monthly, August 1864

The evidence, then, which I am about to adduce from the study of development in the life-histories of individual organisms, will be regarded by me as so much unquestionable evidence in favour of similar processes of development in the life-histories of their respective species—in so far, I mean, as the two sets of changes admit of being proved parallel. —George John Romanes, Darwin, and After Darwin, 1910

All you have managed to adduce is evidence that his words do not match his words; not that his words do not match his actions. —Greg Sargent, “Networking Group Opposing FISA Cave on Obama’s Web Site Grows and Grows,” TPM Election Central, June 30, 2008

Adduce comes from the Latin word ducere, meaning “to lead,” which is also related to duke, “a chief; a prince; a commander; a leader.”
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verb


	To swear by: as, to adjure the holy name of God.

	To charge, bind, or command, earnestly and solemnly, often with an appeal to God or the invocation of a curse in case of disobedience; hence, to entreat or request earnestly: as, “I adjure thee by the living God,” Mat. xxvi. 63; his friend adjured him to be careful.





Examples:

He was then going back, when a faint laugh from the neighbour of Camilla detained him; ‘Look, I adjure you,’ cried he, addressing her, ‘if there’s not that delightful creature again, with his brand-new clothes? and they sit upon him so tight, he can’t turn round his vastly droll figure, except like a puppet with one jerk for the whole body. He is really an immense treat: I should like of all things in nature, to know who he can be.’ —Fanny Burney, Camilla, 1796

I adjure thee by the gods, compel me not to sin against thee, nor sin thyself. —Euripides, Iphigenia at Aulis, 405 BC

Adjure comes from the Latin, jurare, “swear,” and juris, “law,” and is related to the law words jury, jurist, and jurisdiction. Synonyms for adjure include conjure, implore, enjoin, pray, beg, entreat, beseech, and supplicate.
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verb


	Figuratively, to give a faint shadow or resemblance of; outline or shadow forth; foreshadow; prefigure.

	To overshadow; partially darken or conceal.





Examples:

He does it “in the merest spirit of bravado” an idle attempt to adumbrate the arguments of those whom he opposes, and to show how footling statistical arguments can be. —David Glassco, “The Plot Thickens,” The New York Review of Books, March 20, 1980

Feeble is human speech to deal with such high matters, serving, at the best, but dimly to adumbrate ineffable truths. —The Contemporary Review, January 1883

It seemed to adumbrate the arrival of a new sort of men, men of saner, sounder, more athletic souls and more robust and cool intelligences, a generation that was vitally satisfied, was less torn and belabored by the inexpressible longings of the romantic world, a generation very much at home on the globe. —Paul Rosenfeld, Musical Portraits, 1920

Spooky music in horror films helps to adumbrate the impending arrival of a ghost, monster, or ax murderer. —Wordnik

Adumbrate and other shadowy words, such as umbrage, “offense or resentment,” and umber, “dark, dusky,” all contain the Latin root, umbra, shadow.
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adjective


	Of, or relating to the wind.

	Carried, deposited or eroded by the wind.





Examples:

The area is situated on deep Kalahari sands of aeolian origin (locally known as Barotse sands), which are waterlogged in the rainy season and extremely dry during the rest of the year. —“Western Zambezian grasslands,” The Encyclopedia of Earth, October 17, 2009

The landscape over the river disappeared; the wind played on the tent-cords in aeolian improvisations, and at length rose to such a pitch that the whole erection slanted to the ground those who had taken shelter within it having to crawl out on their hands and knees. —Thomas Hardy, The Mayor of Casterbridge, 1886

A cluster of blossoms, when the wind stirs them, shake out a kind of aeolian melody, and it was that which so entranced Ala a few moments ago. —Garrett Putman Serviss, A Columbus of Space, 1909

I opened the doors of my heart: and behold … There was music that played itself out in aeolian notes … —Jean Ingelow, Poems by Jean Ingelow, 1885

Although life there might not be so abundant as to require reclassifying “My Favorite Martian” as a documentary, it may be holding on in niches deep below the cold, arid aeolian surface. —Sharon Begley, “The Search for Life,” Newsweek, December 6, 1999

Aeolian comes from Aeolus, the god and ruler of the winds in Greek mythology.





[image: ]   alfresco
   [image: ]

adverb


	In the open air; out of doors: as, to dine alfresco.





Examples:

Even though LA doesn’t exactly make the grade when it comes to good air quality, our picture-perfect weather nearly all year long gets high marks for alfresco dining options. —Mar Yvette, “Best Alfresco Dining Spots in Los Angeles,” The Huffington Post, June 24, 2010

Nando’s restaurant in Stratford, East London, is unfortunately positioned. Sat plumb on a major junction, it has been surrounded by major roadworks all summer; it’s noisy, dusty and not entirely suited to alfresco dining. —Paul Macinnes, “Are you ready for the British MCs?” The Guardian, July 29, 2010

She falls in love with the first man she encounters, and the pair consummate their attraction not just with physical love but with dinners alfresco and molto vino, sipped from these adorable bistro glasses you totally can’t find back home. —Sarah Ball, “Gelato for the Soul,” Newsweek, June 4, 2010

While alfresco means being outdoors, fresco refers to a method of painting on walls covered with fresh, moist plaster.
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noun


	One engaged in the scientific study or treatment of mental diseases.





Examples:

[Author Caleb] Carr hauls in the same set of detectives, led by Dr. Laszlo Kreizler, the alienist (old-timey talk for psychologist). —“The Alienist II,” Newsweek, October 6, 1997

It should also be remembered that the average “expert alienist” is guided solely by results of such obsession, where it occurs; that he is blind to causes, liable to exclude or taboo obsession, and therefore largely liable to err. —J. D. Buck, The New Avatar and The Destiny of the Soul, 1916

Plumb refers to George III’s fears of losing his sanity; but any competent alienist would point out that the insane never recognise that they are in such a condition. —Ian R. Christie, “Royal Herring,” The New York Review of Books, December 14, 1972

But the author seems, in his immaturity as a craftsman, never to have made up his mind whether he is producing an “alienist” study, or giving us a fairly ordinary étudiant and aspirant in letters. —George Saintsbury, A History of the French Novel, 1919

An alienist has nothing to do with aliens (“wholly different in nature; a stranger; a foreigner; a being from outer space”). While alien is derived from the Latin word alienus, meaning “other,” alienist is derived from the French word aliéniste, meaning “insane.”
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verb


	To treat, as glass, earthenware, or metals, by heating and gradually cooling, so as to toughen and remove the brittleness.

	To heat, fire, bake, or fuse, as glass, earthenware, ores, and so on.

	Originally, to set on fire; kindle.

	To heat, as glass, earthenware, or metals, in order to fix colors; enamel.





Examples:

The temperature at which nanorods fuse together, or anneal, is entirely dependent on the rods’ thickness. —Tudor Vieru, “Nanorods Facilitate the Construction of 3D Chips,” Softpedia, March 18, 2009

To anneal glass, cool it slowly to avoid cracks and fissures. —Wordnik

A speculum a foot in diameter may conveniently take about three days to anneal, and should be sensibly warm when the box is opened on the fourth day. —Richard Threlfall, On Laboratory Arts, 1898

The glass portions of the pump I have contrived to anneal completely by the simple means mentioned below. —Ogden N. Rood, “On a Method of Obtaining and Measuring Very High Vacua with a Modified Form of Sprengel-Pump,” Scientific American Supplement, October 22, 1881

Anneal may also be used figuratively to mean “become strengthened.”
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adjective


	Demonstrative; incontestable because demonstrated or demonstrable of the nature of necessary proof.





Examples:

Since there are no objective necessary connections among the attributes of phenomena given in ordinary experience, it follows that the only grounds that we have for inferring from a sample to a population or from the past to the future are given by present experience or memory: all ampliative inference is inductive. It follows that such inference can never achieve apodictic certainty. —“John Stuart Mill,” Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, January 3, 2002

But this much we do know with apodictic certainty: virtually nothing in Iraq has gone as the US envisioned it. It is a calamity that might not quantitatively equal Vietnam in terms of the loss of life, but it is qualitatively equal to any of the great war failures in world history. —Lew Rockwell, “Iraq and Moral Corruption,” The Huffington Post, June 10, 2005

In logic, apodictic refers to “a form of judgment in which the connection of subject and predicate is asserted to be necessary; asserting its own necessity,” although “such judgments may be false.” This use of apodictic may have originated with the philosopher Kant.
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noun


	Deification; consecration; specifically, under the Roman Empire, the formal attribution of divine honors to a deceased emperor or other member of the imperial family.

	Figuratively, excessive honor paid to any great or distinguished person; the ascription of extraordinary virtues or superhuman qualities to a human being.

	The personification and undue exaltation of a virtue, a sentiment, or an idea.





Examples:

Though perhaps misunderstood, reviled and even persecuted while living, the apotheosis is almost sure to come after death: and the victim of yesterday’s mob, raised to the state of an Intercessor in Heaven, is besought with prayer and tears, and placatory penances, to mediate with God for the pardon of human sin. —H. S. Olcott, The Life of Buddha and Its Lessons, 1912

Imperial apotheosis is a combination of the political and religious imagination. —Sidney L. Gulick, Evolution of the Japanese: Social and Psychic, 1905

Genius may starve, but genius once recognised, the apotheosis is logically bound to follow. —James Huneker, Promenades of an Impressionist, 1910

The Apotheosis of Washington is a large and well-known fresco in the rotunda of the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C.
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