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SPONSOR’S FOREWORD

It is nearly two decades since Sasol first started sponsoring the production of natural history publications.

Southern Africa boasts a magnificent biodiversity, with a rich and varied birdlife that plays a vital role in maintaining the balance of nature. It has long been recognized that birds contribute to the ecosystems in which they live. They also serve as barometers, being one of the indicators of the health of an environment.

Sasol is an international integrated energy and chemicals company that creates value through its proven alternative fuel technology and talented people, to provide sustainable energy solutions to the world. As a proud South African company, we recognize the value of our fauna and flora and we vigorously pursue ways to minimize our environmental impact. We are also committed to playing our part in the conservation of the region’s natural heritage for both present and future generations. Sasol embraces a sustainable development philosophy, which is integral to our business, and we actively seek to balance our financial, social and environmental performance.

Our support for environmental publications and projects is aimed at promoting an appreciation for our natural heritage. The fourth edition of Sasol Birds of Southern Africa builds on the success of its previous editions, and remains the region’s most comprehensively illustrated and trusted field guide. It has been greatly improved through a number of innovative additions, meticulous new illustrations and the use of up-to-date data.

Our sincere thanks go to the authors, Ian Sinclair, Phil Hockey, Warwick Tarboton and Peter Ryan, some of southern Africa’s most knowledgeable birders, and to the team at Struik Nature.

We are confident that this publication will make an important contribution to the further enjoyment of bird watching and will assist in the promotion of environmental education in southern Africa.
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INTRODUCTION

SOUTHERN AFRICA’S BIRDS IN PERSPECTIVE

Southern Africa is defined as the area south of the Kunene, Okavango and Zambezi rivers, encompassing Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland and southern and central Mozambique, as well as the oceanic waters within 200 nautical miles of the coast. Mozambique north of the Zambezi River is excluded, as its avifauna has closer ties to that of East Africa than it does to that of the regions farther south. Southern Africa covers a land area of approximately 3.5 million square kilometres and has a high bird diversity: more species breed here than in the United States of America and Canada combined. The region’s bird list currently stands at 962 species, of which 98 are endemic (occurring or breeding only in the region) and 80 are near-endemic (having ranges that extend only slightly outside the region).

Climatic and topographical diversity

One of the reasons for southern Africa’s high bird diversity is its climatic and topographical diversity. The climate ranges from cool-temperate in the southwest to tropical in the north. The southwest of the region has mainly winter rains, the north and east have summer rains and some of the central parts have aseasonal rainfall. In general, the amount of rainfall increases from west to east. Winter snows are regular on the higher mountains of South Africa and Lesotho, which rise to 3 500 metres above sea level. The major centre of endemism is in the southwest arid zone, centred on the Karoo and the Namib Desert. This area is largely restricted to southern Africa, isolated from the arid zones in north and northeast Africa. However, numerous endemics are associated with the fynbos of the Western and Eastern Cape, the grasslands of the eastern plateau of South Africa and Lesotho, and the eastern highlands of Zimbabwe. Although endemics tend to be concentrated in the south and west, total diversity increases in the more moist and tropical north and east of the region.

Habitat-based distribution

Most birds tend to occur in specific habitats, and in terrestrial systems these typically follow the distributions of the main plant communities or biomes. Southern Africa supports a diversity of biomes, illustrated in the map (opposite), linked to rainfall patterns and, to a lesser extent, soil types. The hyper-arid Namib Desert along the Namibian coast gradually merges into Karoo habitats, and thence into arid Kalahari savannas in the north, and grassland farther south. Farther north and east, the arid savannas merge into mesic savannas and woodland. Forests are confined to areas of relatively high rainfall, with Afromontane forest occurring patchily along the eastern mountain chain from the Cape Peninsula to the eastern highlands of Zimbabwe and Mount Gorongoza, Mozambique. Forests occur to near sea level in the south, but are confined to higher elevations farther north. Thicket and coastal forest occur along the coastal lowlands from the Eastern Cape into Mozambique, and locally up the Zambezi River to northern Botswana and into Namibia’s Caprivi Strip. In the extreme southwest, the floristically diverse fynbos is largely confined to the winter-rainfall region of the Western and Eastern Cape.

Map of major biomes of southern Africa
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Marine environment

A second reason for the region’s high bird diversity lies offshore, in the marine environment. Southern Africa separates two of the world’s major oceans – the Atlantic and the Indian. In the northeast, the Mozambique Current flows south through the Mozambique Channel, and to the south of this lies the warm, southwestward-flowing Agulhas Current, which reverses direction south of the Agulhas Bank. These warm-water currents typically have strongly stratified surface waters that offer few nutrients for phytoplankton, and thus support low abundances of fish and their predators. They are best-known for attracting tropical species, such as boobies and frigatebirds, especially in the north as one approaches the tropical sea bird island of Europa, which lies just outside the region’s territorial waters. The western seaboard is characterised by the Benguela Upwelling Ecosystem, where southerly winds drive upwelling of cold, nutrient-rich bottom water along the coast, resulting in massive blooms of phytoplankton, and large abundances of small pelagic fish such as anchovies and sardines. These fish in turn support a large diversity of predators, including huge numbers of sea birds. In addition to locally breeding sea birds (including seven endemic species), the Benguela attracts hundreds of thousands of migrant sea birds, ranging from the great albatrosses of the Southern Ocean to tiny storm-petrels from high northern latitudes. Pelagic birding in this corner of Africa is a must, possibly paralleled only by parts of eastern Australasia and Peru.

A growing list

Birding as a hobby has seen rapid growth in southern Africa, thanks in no small part to the role played by the three previous editions of Sasol Birds. In recent years there have been several additions to the region’s bird list, and some of these, including Band-rumped Storm-Petrel, Grey-backed Storm-Petrel, Swinhoe’s Storm-Petrel and Masked Booby, are being covered in a southern African field guide for the first time. Even as we write, records of Fea’s Petrel Pterodroma feae, Angola Swee Coccopygia bocagei and Red-throated Cliff Swallow Hirundo rufigula are waiting for confirmation before joining the ever-growing list. It is fun to speculate about ‘what might arrive next’!
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Fea’s Petrel (above) and Angolan Swee (below) have been reported in the region, but will only be added to the region’s bird list once the records have been confirmed.
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Swinhoe’s Storm-Petrel (above) is a recent addition to the region’s bird list.

In terms of trans-Atlantic vagrants from the New World, there may be plenty of possibilities. Many vagrants to Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island have not yet been recorded in southern Africa, including Speckled Teal Anas flavirostris, Cocoi Heron Ardea cocoi, several waders and rails, Common Nighthawk Chordeiles minor and Eastern Kingbird Tyrannus tyrannus. Closer to home, species such as Sooty Chat Myrmecocichla nigra occur just north of the region’s northern boundary in Angola and Zambia.

Conservation concerns

Although an ever-growing list of species is exciting for birders, we should not lose sight of the fact that, worldwide, increasing numbers of birds are becoming of conservation concern. The fates of threatened birds are tracked by BirdLife International and the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature), which jointly produce the global Red Data list for birds.

Southern Africa has three species that are Critically Endangered and that face a very high risk of extinction in the near future (all of which are scarce or vagrant sea birds), 18 Endangered (at high risk of extinction), 28 Vulnerable (at risk of becoming Endangered) and 36 Near-Threatened (likely to become threatened in the near future). Visit www.birdlife.org for more information. Birds face numerous threats around the world, ranging from habitat loss and degradation to climate change, persecution and disease. Species introduced outside their native range by humans also constitute a key threat. In southern Africa, alien plants are a huge concern, but introduced birds also threaten some native birds through predation, competition (for nest sites and food, for example) and hybridisation (for instance, Mallards hybridise with several native ducks). Many birds have been introduced into southern Africa in the past, deliberately or accidentally, but only 10 species have free-ranging, feral populations today: Mallard, Common Peafowl, Chukar Partridge, Feral Pigeon, Rose-ringed Parakeet, House Crow, Common Myna, Common Starling, House Sparrow and Common Chaffinch. Of these, at least the starling, myna, crow, sparrow and Mallard either do or have the potential to pose significant threats to native birds.

BIRD CLASSIFICATION AND NOMENCLATURE

The classification of the world’s birds into orders, families and genera attempts to summarise their evolutionary history. Until recently, classification was based largely on morphological similarity, but in recent decades a variety of molecular tools, and particularly the ability to sequence DNA, the blueprint of life, has revolutionised our understanding of bird relationships. This remains a dynamic field of ornithology and the ‘final word’ is still far from being written, but we are gradually converging on a new, stable classification for birds. The most basic split remains that between the Paleognaths (ratites – ostriches, rheas, Emu, cassowaries and kiwis; tinamous – game bird-like birds confined to South and central America), and the Neognaths (all other birds). Among this latter group, game birds and ducks are distinctly different from the rest, which appear to have radiated rather rapidly, with little consensus about a logical sequence for the orders. Another area of considerable change is among the passerines, the largest order of birds, which contains more than half of all species. Here, many families have been reorganised following molecular evidence showing that many groups based on morphology are incorrect.

However, one of the principal aims of any bird field guide is to be user friendly rather than to present a scientifically accurate treatise on the evolutionary and taxonomic relationships of birds. For this reason we have largely retained the traditional ordering system with which the majority of birders are familiar. However, we have commented on the relationships among birds, where appropriate, in the text.

Southern Africa has a very long history of ornithology, so it would be reasonable to expect that the avifauna is well known. However, several new taxa have been described over the past two decades, mostly ‘splits’ relying strongly on molecular data to support them. Compared to the 7th edition of Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa, we have split Yellow-billed from Black Kite, Cinnamon-bellied from Rufous-bellied Tit, and Damara from Black-headed Canary. Roberts splits Lesser Black-backed and Heuglin’s Gull: in this case we have followed the most recent taxonomic findings and have lumped the two together. Unlike the previous edition of this book, we have also lumped together Cape Gull Larus vetula and Kelp Gull: even though their skeletal structure differs, there is still no molecular evidence to support the split. The latter two changes are indicative of the ongoing confusion globally regarding the taxonomy of large gulls. Ultimately, evolution is a dynamic, ongoing process, and it is not always feasible to place all individuals or populations into neat species ‘boxes’. Given the number of recent splits among, for example, Northern Hemisphere warblers, which were thought to be well known, it is likely that other cryptic species remain to be described among the larks, pipits and cisticolas. It seems that southern African ornithology is set on an exciting track for many years to come.
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Introduced species differ in their impacts. Mallards (top) threaten native ducks through hybridisation, whereas Chukar Partridge (above) remain confined to Robben Island.

BIRDING LITERATURE

There is a vast literature on the identification, distributions and biology of the world’s birds, in media ranging from the Internet and DVDs, to field guides, handbooks and scientific papers. A comprehensive listing of these is far beyond the scope of a regional field guide. We merely list the key reference works of immediate value to birders in southern Africa, either because they contain key background information about southern African birds, or they deal with the identification of bird groups that regularly cause ‘problems’ for birders in the region. We have also listed a few books that detail key birding localities and how to get there.
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African Harrier-Hawk or Gymnogene

Identification

Cleere, N. 2010. Nightjars, Potoos, Frogmouths, Oilbird, and Owlet-nightjars of the World. Princeton University Press.

Enticott, J. and Tipling, D. 1997. Photographic Handbook to the Seabirds of the World. New Holland.

Forsman, D. 2003. The Raptors of Europe and The Middle East. Christopher Helm/A&C Black.

Hayman, P., Marchant, J. and Prater, T. 1986. Shorebirds – An identification guide. Croom Helm.

Kemp, A. and Kemp, M. 2002. Sasol Birds of Prey of Africa and its Islands. Struik.

Kennerley, P. and Pearson, D. 2010. Reed and Bush Warblers. Christopher Helm.

Message, S. and Taylor, D. 2005. Waders of Europe, Asia and North America. Christopher Helm/A&C Black.

Mullarney, K., Svensson, L., Zetterström, D. and Grant, P.J. 1999. Collins Bird Guide. Harper-Collins. Guide to the birds of Europe, including extensive information on many migratory species and potential vagrants visiting our region.

Olsen, K.M. and Larsson, H. 1997. Skuas and Jaegers. Pica Press.

Peacock, F. 2006. Pipits of Southern Africa. Published by the author, Pretoria. www.pipits.co.za

Rosair, D. and Cottridge, D. 1995. Photographic Guide to the Waders of the World. Hamlyn.

Shirihai, H., Gargallo, G. and Helbig, A.J. 2001. Sylvia Warblers. Christopher Helm/A&C Black.

Sinclair, I. and Ryan, P. 2009. Complete Photographic Field Guide: Birds of Southern Africa. Struik Nature. Large format guide featuring a comprehensive collection of photographs of southern African birds.

Sinclair, I. and Ryan, P. 2010. Chamberlain’s Birds of Africa South of the Sahara. Struik Nature. Covers species throughout sub-Saharan Africa.

Taylor, B. and Van Perlo, B. 1998. Rails: A Guide to the Rails, Crakes, Gallinules and Coots of the World. Pica Press.

Distribution, biology and conservation

Barnes, K.N. (ed.). 1998. The Important Bird Areas of Southern Africa. BirdLife South Africa. Reference framework presenting estimated numbers of threatened species in the region’s most important bird conservation localities.

Barnes, K.N. (ed.). 2000. The Eskom Red Data Book of Birds of South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland. BirdLife South Africa. Focuses on the conservation of and threats facing the region’s endangered species.

Carnaby, T. 2008. Beat About the Bush: Birds. Jacana Media. A comprehensive reference guide provides answers to everyday questions on a myriad southern African bird-related topics.

Hockey, P.A.R., Dean, W.R.J. and Ryan, P.G. (eds). 2005. Roberts Birds of Southern Africa. 7th edition. Trustees of the John Voelcker Bird Book Fund. The latest update of the region’s ornithological benchmark. The seventh edition includes information on breeding biology, movements, diet, moult and measurements of all southern African species. It features atlas maps derived from the Southern African Bird Atlas Project, augmented by data for Mozambique from Vincent Parker’s twin volumes on this region.

Maclean, G.L. 1990. Ornithology for Africa. University of Natal Press. Fascinating insights into a wide range of topics relating to the ecology, behaviour, biology and physiology of birds.

Ryan, P. 2006. Birdwatching in Southern Africa. Struik. An introduction to birds and birding – what you need, what to look for and the basics of identification.

Tarboton, W. 2001. A Guide to the Nests & Eggs of Southern African Birds. Struik. Details the breeding habits of each locally breeding species, accompanied by photographs of nests and eggs at actual size.

Site guides

Cohen, C., Spottiswoode, C. and Rossouw, J. 2006. Southern African Birdfinder. Struik. A guide to over 330 birding sites in southern Africa, as well as Angola, Zambia, Malawi and Madagascar. Includes pull-out map.

Hardaker, T. and Sinclair, I. 2000. Birding Map of Southern Africa. Struik. Map of southern Africa, with information on 200 key birding sites.

Marais, E. and Peacock, F. 2008. The Chamberlain Guide to Birding Gauteng. Mirafra. A detailed guide to 101 birding sites in and around Johannesburg and Pretoria, as well as top sites farther afield.

Useful websites

Percy FitzPatrick Institute of African Ornithology (www.fitzpatrick.uct.ac.za)

Animal Demography Unit (www.adu.org.za) – includes Southern African Bird Atlas Project and AFRING

Sasol Birds website (www.sasolbirds.co.za) for downloadable checklists and sonogram tutorial

BIRD SOCIETIES AND CLUBS

Bird-watching and conservation organisations and clubs play an important role in communication and co-ordination between birders. Most also hold regular meetings and outings, and many produce their own newsletters. Most bird-watching organisations in the region are affiliated to BirdLife International, a global organisation that promotes bird research, and conservation of birds and their habitats (visit www.birdlife.org). BirdLife South Africa is the local partner of BirdLife International. It boasts a membership of 6 000 birders and has about 35 bird clubs nationwide. It is highly recommended that you join BirdLife South Africa and your local bird club, which will give you the opportunity to join birding outings, participate in conservation projects and attend fascinating courses on the ecology and identification of birds.

BirdLife South Africa, P.O. Box 515, Randburg, 2125,

Johannesburg, South Africa

Tel: (011) 789-1122;

www.birdlife.org.za

Other regional partners include BirdLife Botswana (www.birdlifebotswana.org.bw) and BirdLife Zimbabwe (www.birdlifezimbabwe.co.zw).

SABAP2

Following the success of the Southern African Bird Atlas Project, the second Southern African Bird Atlas Project (SABAP2) aims to record changes in the distribution and abundance of birds throughout South Africa, Lesotho and Swaziland in 5 x 5 minute grids (‘pentads’). SABAP2 welcomes the participation of all birders; to register, visit their website http://sabap2.adu.org.za.
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White-crested Helmetshrike, juv.


ENDEMISM AMONG SOUTHERN AFRICAN BIRDS

Endemics (98) – confined to southern Africa; near-endemics (76) – largely restricted to southern Africa (most species extending their ranges into southern Angola); breeding endemics (4) – breed only in southern Africa, but some leave the region outside the breeding season.

ENDEMICS

Apalis, Chirinda

Babbler, Southern Pied

Batis, Cape

Blackcap, Bush

Bokmakierie

Boubou, Southern

Bulbul, Cape

Buttonquail, Hottentot

Buzzard, Forest

Buzzard, Jackal

Canary, Black-headed

Canary, Cape

Canary, Damara

Canary, Forest

Canary, Protea

Chat, Ant-eating

Chat, Buff-streaked

Chat, Sickle-winged

Cormorant, Bank

Cormorant, Crowned

Crane, Blue

Eremomela, Karoo

Flycatcher, Fairy

Flycatcher, Fiscal

Francolin, Grey-winged

Grassbird, Cape

Gull, Hartlaub’s

Harrier, Black

Ibis, Southern Bald

Korhaan, Blue

Korhaan, Karoo

Korhaan, Northern Black

Korhaan, Southern Black

Lark, Agulhas Long-billed

Lark, Barlow’s

Lark, Botha’s

Lark, Cape Clapper

Lark, Cape Long-billed

Lark, Dune

Lark, Eastern Long-billed

Lark, Karoo

Lark, Karoo Long-billed

Lark, Large-billed

Lark, Melodious

Lark, Red

Lark, Rudd’s

Lark, Sclater’s

Lark, Short-clawed

Longclaw, Cape

Mousebird, White-backed

Parrot, Cape

Penguin, African

Pipit, African Rock

Pipit, Kimberley

Pipit, Yellow-breasted

Prinia, Drakensberg

Prinia, Karoo

Robin-Chat, Chorister

Robin-Chat, White-throated

Rockjumper, Cape

Rockjumper, Drakensberg

Rock-Thrush, Cape

Rock-Thrush, Sentinel

Scrub Robin, Brown

Scrub Robin, Karoo

Shelduck, South African

Siskin, Cape

Siskin, Drakensberg

Sparrow-Lark, Black-eared

Spurfowl, Cape

Starling, Pied

Sugarbird, Cape

Sugarbird, Gurney’s

Sunbird, Greater Double-collared

Sunbird, Neergaard’s

Sunbird, Orange-breasted

Sunbird, Southern Double-collared

Tchagra, Southern

Thrush, Karoo

Tit, Grey

Titbabbler, Layard’s

Turaco, Knysna

Twinspot, Pink-throated

Vulture, Cape

Warbler, Barratt’s

Warbler, Cinnamon-breasted

Warbler, Knysna

Warbler, Namaqua

Warbler, Roberts’

Warbler, Rufous-eared

Warbler, Victorin’s

Waxbill, Swee

Weaver, Cape

Weaver, Sociable

White-eye, Cape

White-eye, Orange River

Woodpecker, Ground

Woodpecker, Knysna

NEAR-ENDEMICS

Apalis, Rudd’s

Babbler, Bare-cheeked

Babbler, Black-faced

Barbet, Acacia Pied

Batis, Pririt

Batis, Woodwards’

Bulbul, African Red-eyed

Bunting, Cape

Bunting, Lark-like

Bushshrike, Olive

Bustard, Ludwig’s

Canary, Lemon-breasted

Canary, White-throated

Canary, Yellow

Chat, Boulder

Chat, Herero

Chat, Karoo

Chat, Tractrac

Cisticola, Cloud

Cisticola, Grey-backed

Cisticola, Rufous-winged

Cormorant, Cape

Coucal, Burchell’s

Courser, Burchell’s

Finch, Red-headed

Finch, Scaly-feathered

Flycatcher, Chat

Flycatcher, Marico

Francolin, Orange River

Goshawk, Pale Chanting

Hornbill, Bradfield’s

Hornbill, Damara

Hornbill, Monteiro’s

Hornbill, Southern Yellow-billed

Korhaan, Red-crested

Korhaan, Rüppell’s

Lark, Benguela Long-billed

Lark, Eastern Clapper

Lark, Fawn-coloured

Lark, Gray’s

Lark, Monotonous

Lark, Pink-billed

Lark, Sabota

Lark, Spike-heeled

Lark, Stark’s

Lovebird, Rosy-faced

Oystercatcher, African Black

Parrot, Rüppell’s

Penduline-Tit, Cape

Rockrunner

Rock-Thrush, Short-toed

Sandgrouse, Burchell’s

Sandgrouse, Double-banded

Sandgrouse, Namaqua

Scrub Robin, Kalahari

Shoveler, Cape

Shrike, Crimson-breasted

Shrike, Southern White-crowned

Shrike, White-tailed

Sparrow, Cape

Sparrow, Great

Sparrow-Lark, Grey-backed

Spurfowl, Hartlaub’s

Spurfowl, Natal

Spurfowl, Red-billed

Starling, Burchell’s

Starling, Pale-winged

Sunbird, Dusky

Swift, Bradfield’s

Tit, Ashy

Tit, Carp’s

Tit-bbbler, Chestnut-vented

Waxbill, Violet-eared

Wheatear, Mountain

Whydah, Shaft-tailed

Wren-Warbler, Barred

BREEDING ENDEMICS

Gannet, Cape

Pipit, Mountain

Swallow, South African Cliff

Tern, Damara




HOW TO USE THIS BOOK

The species accounts that follow are introduced by group headers [image: Image] that point out common features and other potentially confusing groups. Species descriptions [image: Image] indicate each bird’s size and mass, then [image: Image] briefly describe the main plumages, and highlight the most important characters for separating the species in question from similar species. Adult plumages are described first (male, then female), followed by juvenile and immature plumages, if these are distinct. For species with seasonal plumage differences, breeding plumage is usually described first, except where breeding plumage is very short lived (for example, some herons and cormorants) or where non-breeding plumage is the norm in southern Africa (for example, Palearctic migrant waders and terns).

Calls and songs are then described under ‘Voice’ [image: Image], augmented in some cases by sonograms [image: Image], either on the plates or on the text pages. A sonogram plots the energy at different frequencies (pitch, on the vertical axis) as a function of time (on the horizontal axis). Each tic on the time axis represents one second. To aid interpretation of the sonograms, we have added phonetic renderings above or below the notes displayed on the sonogram.

Each text ends with a section summarising the status (including Red List status for threatened species), habitat preferences and other behavioural information [image: Image] that might prove useful in identifying a given bird. Category labels for abundance are, in descending order: ‘abundant’, ‘common’, ‘fairly common’, ‘uncommon’, ‘scarce’, ‘rare’ and ‘vagrant’. ‘Locally common’ is used for species with restricted distributions (either in terms of specific habitat requirements or absolute range size).

The labels [image: Image] on the illustrative plates highlight features that differentiate similar species from one another.


Abbreviations
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Distribution maps

Distribution is shown on the accompanying range maps. The maps summarise where each species occurs. Where there are marked differences in the frequency of occurrence of a species across its range, two tones are used, with the darker tone indicating where the species is more commonly found. Different colours are used to distinguish resident birds from visitors: green for residents, red for summer visitors and blue for winter visitors. Species that generally migrate are treated as seasonal visitors even if some individuals remain year-round. Vagrants are marked with an ‘X’.

[image: Image]

Seasonality bars

Seasonality of occurrence and breeding are shown in the calendar bars; they indicate the months when species are present in the region, with pale shading showing presence in reduced numbers (for example, in some migratory shore birds, many juveniles overwinter). The bars also show the timing of breeding throughout the region, with ‘B’ indicating months of peak laying and ‘b’ other months when laying has been recorded. Unfortunately, this cannot reflect regional differences in laying dates. In most species, breeding is aligned to rainfall, and so occurs earliest in the southwest, winter-rainfall area, and latest in the northwest, where summer rainfall tends to fall later than it does in the eastern half of the region.

[image: Image]


Data for both the maps and the status bars were taken largely from the Atlas of Southern African Birds (BirdLife South Africa, 1997), and the 7th edition of Roberts’ Birds of Southern Africa (John Voelcker Bird Book Fund, 2005). Anyone wanting more information on the region’s birds should consult these works.




GLOSSARY

Allopatric Species or populations with non-overlapping ranges

Arboreal Tree dwelling

Breeding endemic A species that breeds only in a particular region, but undertakes movements or migrations during the non-breeding season, such that a measurable proportion of the population leaves the region

Brood parasite A bird that lays its eggs in the nest of another species and leaves them to raise its offspring

Cere A fleshy covering at the base of the upper mandible in some birds (eg raptors, parrots, pigeons)

Colonial Associating in close proximity while roosting or nesting

Crepuscular Active at dawn and dusk

Cryptic Well camouflaged

Dimorphic Species that show two distinct morphotypes (in plumage, size or both), usually linked to sexual differences

Diurnal Active during daylight hours

Eclipse plumage Dull plumage attained by some male birds during a transitional moult after the breeding season, before they acquire brighter plumage (e.g. some ducks, sunbirds, bishops)

Endemic A species whose breeding and non-breeding ranges are confined to a particular region

Feral Describes species that have escaped from captivity and now live in the wild

Flight feathers The longest feathers on the wings and tail

Flush Put to flight

Frons Forehead

Fulvous Reddish yellow or tawny

Gape The angle of the jaw where the upper and lower mandibles meet; characterised by fleshy, yellow flanges in chicks and recently fledged juveniles of many bird species

Gorget A band of distinctive colour on the throat

Holarctic A biogeographical region encompassing both the Nearctic and the Palearctic

Immature A bird that has undergone its first moult from juvenile plumage but has not attained adult plumage

Irruption A rapid expansion of a species’ normal range

Jizz A general impression of size, shape and behaviour

Juvenile The first fully feathered plumage of a young bird

Leucistic Describes a whitish form of a particular species, with reduced feather melanin (albinism is a total lack of melanin and is also associated with pink eyes)

Melanistic Describes a dark morph of a particular species, the colour resulting from high levels of the pigment melanin In southern Africa, most frequently encountered among raptors, especially hawks

Migrant A species that undertakes (often) long-distance flights between its breeding and non-breeding areas

Miombo Mesic broadleafed woodland dominated by Brachystegia trees that dominates much of south-central Africa

Montane Pertaining to mountains

Morph A colour variant within a species; the colour variation may or may not be linked to sub-specific status

Moult The replacement of old, worn feathers with new ones

Nearctic Temperate and Arctic N America, Canada and Greenland

Near-endemic A species whose range is largely restricted to a region but extends slightly outside the region’s borders (In southern Africa, this category includes mostly species whose ranges extend into the arid regions of southwestern Angola)

Neotropical South and Central American

Nocturnal Active at night

Non-passerine Any bird that is not part of the order Passeriformes

Nuchal Of the back or nape of the neck (usually used in the context of ‘nuchal collar’)

Overwintering A bird that remains in the subregion instead of migrating to its breeding grounds

Palearctic North Africa, Europe, Asia north of the Himalayas, and southern China

Passerine A member of the largest order of birds (Passeriformes), comprising mostly small, perching songbirds, but also some larger species such as crows and ravens

Pelagic Ocean dwelling

Polymorphic Species that have two or more plumage types

Precocial Describes a chick able to walk and feed itself within a few hours of hatching (for example, plovers)

Race A geographical population of a species; a subspecies

Range A bird’s distribution

Raptor A bird of prey

Resident A species not prone to migration, remaining in the same area year-round

Speculum A panel of distinctive colour on a bird’s wing, most often applied to ducks

Sub-adult A bird intermediate in age and plumage, between immature and adult

Subterminal A band or other mark close to (but not at) the tip of a feather (most often applied to the tail)

Supercilium A stripe above the eye of a bird

Sympatric Species or populations with overlapping ranges

Taxon Any category used in classification, from subspecies and species to families, orders and kingdoms (plural = taxa)

Tertial Innermost flight feathers on the wing, attached to the elbow and humerus

Territory The area a bird establishes and then defends against others for breeding, feeding, or both

Vagrant Rare visitor to the region that has wandered outside its normal range


ILLUSTRATED GLOSSARY

Head and bill features
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Wing features
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Body features
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Parts of a bird

[image: Image]

a  emarginated primary
b  typical outer primary
c  inner primary
d  outer secondary
e  middle secondary
f  inner secondary tertial
g  outer tail
h  centre tail
i  body

Extreme wing examples. (left) Red-winged Starling
(right) Vulture, to show size of body in comparison to wing

Upperparts

[image: Image]
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Underparts
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PENGUINS

Flightless sea birds, supremely adapted for pursuit diving. Wings reduced to small, rigid flippers for ‘flying’ underwater. Sexes alike; juv. plumage distinct. All species come ashore for 3–4 weeks to replace their feathers simultaneously.

AFRICAN PENGUIN

Spheniscus demersus
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60–70 cm; 2.2–3.5 kg The only penguin that breeds in the region. Ad. has diagnostic striped head and sides; some have a double breast band, as in Magellanic Penguin, but upper band is narrower in African Penguin and it lacks the narrow, white line around the base of the lower mandible. Juv. lacks bold patterning, with whitish underparts and upperparts varying from greyish blue to brown; some juvs moult part or all of their heads to ad. plumage before their first complete moult. Voice: Loud, donkey-like braying at colonies, especially at night. Status and biology: Endemic. ENDANGERED due to competition with pelagic fisheries, pollution, predation and disturbance at br. colonies. Regular within 20 km of shore; vagrant >50 km offshore. Population has fallen by half since 2004; currently 26 000 pairs breed at islands and a few coastal sites along the west and south coasts. Breeds year-round. (Brilpikkewyn)

MAGELLANIC PENGUIN

Spheniscus magellanicus
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70–76 cm; 3–5.2 kg Rare vagrant. Slightly larger than African Penguin, with 2 breast bands; upper band broader. Narrow white line fringes the base of the lower mandible. Juv. similar to juv. African Penguin, but often shows faint stripes on breast and flanks. Voice: Braying call, similar to African Penguin. Status and biology: Very rare vagrant from br. range in S America: 1 record in Cape Town harbour (1998) was probably ship-assisted, but vagrants have reached Tristan da Cunha. (Magellaanpikkewyn)

LITTLE PENGUIN

Eudyptula minor
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[image: Image]

40–45 cm; 800–1 600 g Rare vagrant. A diminutive penguin resembling a tiny, newly fledged African Penguin. Differs in having pale, creamy-grey (not dark grey) feet, a plain face with no bare facial skin, and a much smaller, weaker bill. Eyes usually paler, and the divide between the blue-grey upperparts and white underparts is better defined than in African Penguin. Voice: Loud growls and groans at colonies at night. Status and biology: Very rare vagrant from s Australia and New Zealand: 1 record from Ichaboe Island, Namibia, Apr 2005. With no other records of such extremely long-distance dispersal, the possibility of ship-assisted transit cannot be excluded. (Kleinpikkewyn)

KING PENGUIN

Aptenodytes patagonicus
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88–95 cm; 9–15 kg Rare vagrant. A very large, long-flippered penguin with distinctive orange neck patches and a pinkish-orange plate on each side of the long, slender, slightly decurved bill. Juv. is duller, with creamy neck patch. Voice: Occasional ‘dhuu’ at sea. Status and biology: Rare vagrant from sub-Antarctic br. islands, with <5 records from the coast between Cape Town and Algoa Bay. Although some birds have been confiscated from fishing vessels docking in Cape Town, records of moulting individuals probably are genuine vagrants. Usually lands on beaches or sheltered, gently shelving rocky shores. (Koningpikkewyn)

GENTOO PENGUIN

Pygoscelis papua
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75–80 cm; 4.2–7.2 kg Rare vagrant. A large, elegant, long-tailed penguin with distinctive white flecking above and behind eye and a narrow, white eye-ring. Feet and bill orange. Flippers long, with pale yellowish-orange wash on underside. Juv. has paler throat and smaller white ‘ear’ patches. Voice: Loud cawing at colonies; silent at sea. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Very rare vagrant to S Africa from sub-Antarctic br. islands, with only 1 record (Cape Town, Jun 1992). This individual was not moulting, but showed no signs of being held in captivity, so may have been a genuine vagrant. (Witoorpikkewyn)

SOUTHERN ROCKHOPPER PENGUIN

Eudyptes chrysocome
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45–55 cm; 2–3 kg Vagrant. Slightly smaller than Northern Rockhopper Penguin; ad. has shorter crest and less extensive dark tips to underside of flipper. E. c. filholi (s Indian Ocean colonies) has a narrow, pink line around base of bill, much thinner than prominent pink gape of Macaroni Penguin. Juv. only separable from Northern Rockhopper by underflipper pattern. Voice: ‘Kerr-ik kerrik kerik-kerik-kerik-kerik’, distinctly higher pitched than Northern Rockhopper Penguin. Status and biology: VULNERABLE due to ongoing population decreases. Rare vagrant to S Africa from sub-Antarctic br. islands. Most records are of moulting juvs. (Suidelike Geelkuifpikkewyn)

NORTHERN ROCKHOPPER PENGUIN

Eudyptes moseleyi
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48–58 cm; 2–3.2 kg Vagrant. A fairly small penguin with a short, stubby, red bill and yellow crest that starts just in front of the eyes (does not meet on forehead, as in Macaroni Penguin). Ad. head plumes much longer and more luxuriant than Southern Rockhopper Penguin; more extensive black on underside of flipper. Juv. browner above, with a dull red bill; yellow crest reduced or absent, but has peaked crown feathers; only separable from Southern Rockhopper Penguin by underflipper pattern. Voice: Deep, raucous ‘kerr-aak, kerr-aak kerrak kerrak-kerrak-kerrak’ at colonies, lower pitched than call of Southern Rockhopper Penguin. Status and biology: ENDANGERED due to recent population decreases, but current evidence suggests population may have stabilised. Regular vagrant to S Africa, presumably mostly from Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. Most records are of moulting juvs. (Noordelike Geelkuifpikkewyn)

MACARONI PENGUIN

Eudyptes chrysolophus
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68–75 cm; 3.1–5.5 kg Vagrant. Larger than rockhopper penguins, with a massive bill, broad, pink gape and golden crest meeting across forehead (but this is not obvious at sea). Juv. duller, with little or no crest; best told from juv. rockhopper penguins by its heavier bill and prominent, angled, pink gape. Voice: Deep, exultant braying at colonies; occasional ‘harr’ at sea. Status and biology: VULNERABLE due to ongoing population decreases. Rare vagrant to S Africa from sub-Antarctic br. islands. Most records are of moulting juvs. (Langkuifpikkewyn)

ALBATROSSES

Large, long-winged sea birds, adapted for dynamic soaring, that seldom come close to land. Sexes alike, but imm. and juv. plumages distinct. Three main groups occur in the region: great albatrosses, mollymawks and sooty albatrosses. Great albatrosses (Diomedea) have pink bills and mostly white underwings at all ages. Plumage whitens with age throughout life. Ads have white backs and could be confused with gannets (p. 52) and occasional Shy Albatrosses (p. 30) with white backs. All great albatrosses take so long to raise their single chick that they usually take a year off after a successful breeding attempt, freeing ads to disperse far from colonies.

WANDERING ALBATROSS

Diomedea exulans
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110–135 cm; 7–11 kg; wingspan 2.8–3.6 m A huge, hump-backed albatross with a pink bill. Underwing white, with black tip, trailing edge, and leading edge to carpal joint. Juv. chocolate brown, with white face and underwings. As birds age, they become progressively whiter: body becomes mottled (‘leopard’ stage), then all-white, with fine vermiculations concentrated on back and breast, forming a shadow breast band. Following this stage, upperwing starts to whiten, initially from centre of wing over elbow (not from leading edge, as in Southern Royal Albatross, p. 28). Throughout these stages, birds have tail tipped black (mostly white in royal albatrosses). Males whiten faster than females; after 20 years, black only on flight feathers and a few covert tips. Old males differ from ad. Southern Royal Albatross by pinker bill with no dark cutting edge; feathering doesn’t extend far onto lower mandible (unlike royal albatrosses), giving a steeper looking forehead. Often has pink mark on side of neck (absent in royal albatrosses). Probably cannot be separated reliably from Tristan Albatross at sea. Voice: Occasionally gives grunts and whinnies at sea. Status and biology: VULNERABLE, due mainly to accidental mortality on fishing gear, but population stable at most colonies. Regular, but uncommon, non-br. visitor to oceanic waters from sub-Antarctic br. islands. Occasionally visits trawlers, but seldom joins feeding mêlée. Global population around 80 000 birds. (Grootalbatros)

TRISTAN ALBATROSS

Diomedea dabbenena
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100–110 cm; 6–7 kg; wingspan 2.5–3.2 m Slightly smaller than Wandering Albatross, with a shorter bill. Plumage takes longer to whiten, and does not attain fully white plumage of old male Wandering Albatrosses. Birds at sea probably not identifiable with certainty. Typical ad. males have mostly dark upperwing with pale patch on elbow, but some have more extensive white upperwings. Most ad. females retain some brown feathers on crown, back, breast and flanks, but old females resemble ad. males. Juv. like juv. Wandering Albatross. Voice: Occasionally gives grunts and whinnies at sea; inseparable from calls of Wandering Albatross. Status and biology: CRITICALLY ENDANGERED due to combination of accidental mortality on fishing gear and high chick mortality due to introduced mice at colony on Gough Island. Mainly remains in oceanic waters of s Atlantic, typically north of 35°S, but some venture across the Indian Ocean to Australia. Ringing and tracking data confirm occurrence off the west coast of s Africa, but abundance unknown. Global population <20 000 birds. (Tristangrootalbatros)

AMSTERDAM ALBATROSS

Diomedea amsterdamensis
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100–110 cm; 6–7 kg; wingspan 2.5–3.2 m Slightly smaller than Wandering Albatross, with a shorter bill. Bill has a dusky tip and dark cutting edge to upper mandible (like royal albatrosses, p. 28), but these features also shown by some Tristan Albatrosses. Breeds in dark-backed plumage, similar to juv. or early imm. plumage of Wandering Albatross. Voice: Occasionally gives grunts and whinnies at sea; inseparable from calls of Wandering Albatross. Status and biology: CRITICALLY ENDANGERED due to very small population (approx. 100 birds) and accidental mortality on fishing gear. Status in region poorly known: no confirmed sightings but 1 satellite-tagged juv. travelled down the east coast to near Cape Agulhas. (Amsterdamgrootalbatros)

ROYAL ALBATROSSES

The 2 royal albatrosses are closely related to the Wandering Albatross complex (p. 26), and are equally large, with similar underwing patterns. Their heads look sleek due to shallower forehead and feathering extending further onto lower mandible. Bills more yellow-pink, with a black cutting edge visible at close range; they lack the pink marks on the sides of the neck that are typical of the Wandering Albatross complex. Formerly considered vagrants to the region, they are now recorded at least as regularly as Wandering Albatrosses from shelf waters (but Wandering Albatrosses remain more abundant in oceanic waters). Separation of the 2 royal albatross species is not as simple as many guides suggest, and some imm. birds may be impossible to separate reliably in the field. At 1 colony the 2 species occasionally hybridise.

SOUTHERN ROYAL ALBATROSS

Diomedea epomophora
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115–122 cm; 7–11 kg; wingspan 2.8–3.5 m Slightly larger than Northern Royal Albatross. Upperwing whitens with age from leading edge; carpal bar usually narrower. Juv. resembles juv. Northern Royal Albatross, but typically shows white coverts along leading margin of forewing; may retain mainly black upperwing and some black in outer tail and on scapulars for 10–12 years. White tail separates it from Wandering Albatross (p. 26), except for very old birds. Upperwing generally more finely marked than Wandering Albatross of equivalent age, and lacks pink mark on neck. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Rare visitor to S Africa; more common in oceanic waters than Northern Royal Albatross. Global population 8 500 pairs; all breed at islands off New Zealand. (Witvlerkkoningalbatros)

NORTHERN ROYAL ALBATROSS

Diomedea sanfordi
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107–122 cm; 6–8 kg; wingspan 2.7–3.4 m Slightly smaller than Southern Royal Albatross. Best identified by crisp black upperwing (but beware moulting birds, which can show some white spotting due to exposed pale feather bases) contrasting with white body and tail; black upperwing coverts extend onto leading margin of forewing. From below, black carpal patch is broader than in Wandering Albatross complex (p. 26). Juv. has some black in outer tail and slight scalloping on back, but has much less black in tail than any Wandering Albatross with dark upperwings. Black carpal patch narrower than ad. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Rare visitor to S Africa, mainly along the shelf edge; attends fishing vessels more than Wandering Albatross. Global population 5 200 pairs; all breed at islands off New Zealand. (Swartvlerkkoningalbatros)

MOLLYMAWKS

Medium to small, dark-backed albatrosses. Generally more common than great albatrosses. Each species has diagnostic bill and underwing patterns, although bill colour changes with age and underwing whitens with age in some species. Identification of juvs and imms in the Shy Albatross complex is not well understood; probably only ads and sub-ads can be separated reliably at sea.

SHY ALBATROSS

Thalassarche cauta
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90–100 cm; 3–5 kg; wingspan 2.4–2.8 m The largest mollymawk, with extensive white on underwing; upperwing and mantle paler than other mollymawks; very rarely has a white back. Underwing has narrow, black border; black ‘thumb-print’ on leading edge near body diagnostic for the Shy Albatross complex (including vagrant Salvin’s and Chatham Albatrosses). Ad. has pale grey cheeks and white crown; bill pale olive grey with yellow tip. Imm. has grey-washed head, often with incomplete grey breast band; bill is grey with black tip. Juv. in fresh plumage has smooth grey wash on head and neck, recalling Salvin’s Albatross. Sometimes treated as 2 species: most ads of Shy Albatross (T. c. cauta, which breeds off Tasmania) have a paler, yellowish culminicorn (top of bill) than White-capped Albatross (T. c. steadi from the New Zealand sub-Antarctic islands); 95% of birds in s African waters are T. c. steadi, with almost all records of T. c. cauta involving juvs or imms. Voice: Loud, raucous ‘waak’ when squabbling over food. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Common non-br. visitor to fishing grounds along shelf edge, generally closer to land than other albatrosses; uncommon in oceanic waters; 120 000 pairs (90% T. c. steadi) breed at islands off New Zealand and Tasmania. (Bloubekalbatros)

CHATHAM ALBATROSS

Thalassarche eremita
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90–100 cm; 3–4.8 kg; wingspan 2.3–2.6 m Rare vagrant. Forms part of the Shy Albatross complex; underwing similar. Ad. has unmistakable yellow bill with dark tip to lower mandible, and dark, uniform grey head. Juv. similar to juv. Salvin’s Albatross, but averages even darker on head and neck and has a dull yellowish bill with a dark tip. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: CRITICALLY ENDANGERED. Only 4 records, all from fishing grounds along the shelf edge of the W Cape in winter; 4 000 pairs breed on Pyramid Rock, Chatham Islands, New Zealand. (Chathamalbatros)

SALVIN’S ALBATROSS

Thalassarche salvini
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90–100 cm; 3.2–5 kg; wingspan 2.4–2.7 m Vagrant. Forms part of the Shy Albatross complex; underwing similar. Ad. has grey wash to neck and face, contrasting with pale crown. Bill grey-sided with paler, yellowish band along upper and lower mandible, and dark spot on tip of lower mandible. Juv. and imm. are similar to same ages of Shy Albatross, but black primary tips are slightly more extensive and head averages darker grey. Juv. has a broader black leading edge to underwing, potentially leading to confusion with juv. Buller’s Albatross (p. 32). Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Vagrant, with <10 confirmed records off W Cape, all from fishing grounds along the shelf edge; 40 000 pairs breed off New Zealand; 4 pairs on Crozets. (Salvinalbatros)

BLACK-BROWED ALBATROSS

Thalassarche melanophris
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80–95 cm; 3–4.6 kg; wingspan 2.2–2.5 m Medium-sized mollymawk. Ad. has orange bill with a reddish tip, and a small, black eyebrow. Underwing darkest of ad. mollymawks, with a broad, black leading edge and narrower trailing edge. Juv. underwing dark grey with a paler centre, lightening with age. Juv. bill dark horn-grey with black tip, gradually becoming yellow with darker tip. Amount of grey on head and neck is variable, usually forming incomplete collar. Voice: Grunts and squawks when squabbling over food. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Common year-round, but ads mostly Apr–Sep. Most abundant at shelf edge, but also in oceanic waters; usually close inshore only during storms. Around 700 000 pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands; most birds in s Africa come from S Georgia, where numbers decreasing. (Swartrugalbatros)

LAYSAN ALBATROSS

Phoebastria immutabilis
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80 cm; 2–3.5 kg; wingspan 2.1–2.4 m Rare vagrant. A small, slender albatross. Superficially similar to imm. Black-browed Albatross, but with dark-washed cheeks, brown lower back extending onto rump, and distinctive underwing pattern with black streaks on underwing coverts. Pinkish feet project beyond tail in flight. Juv. as ad., but bill slightly greyer. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Breeds in n Pacific; 2 regional records from sw Indian Ocean in 1980s, possibly of the same bird, are the only records in southern hemisphere. (Swartwangalbatros)

GREY-HEADED ALBATROSS

Thalassarche chrysostoma
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75–88 cm; 3–4.2 kg; wingspan 2.1–2.5 m Similar in structure and plumage to Black-browed Albatross (p. 30), showing comparable progression of underwing with age. Ad. has grey head, paler grey neck, and black bill with yellow stripe along upper and lower mandibles. Juv. has darker grey head, merging into mantle; cheeks almost white in some individuals. Juv. bill all-dark (not black -tipped), but soon develops yellow tinge to tip of upper mandible. Voice: Squawks when squabbling over food. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Rare visitor to s Africa, mostly juvs; joins other albatrosses feeding at trawlers; 125 000 pairs breed at sub-Antarctic islands. (Gryskopalbatros)

ATLANTIC YELLOW-NOSED ALBATROSS

Thalassarche chlororhynchos
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72–78 cm; 1.8–2.8 kg; wingspan 1.9–2.1 m A small, slender albatross with a relatively long bill. Underwing has crisp black border, with leading edge roughly twice as broad as trailing edge. Ad. has black bill with yellow stripe along upper mandible, becoming reddish towards tip. Differs from Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross by having grey wash to the head and nape (slightly paler on forecrown). At close range, base of yellow stripe on upper mandible is broad and rounded (not pointed). Juv. bill all-black; head white; hard to separate from juv. Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, but some show grey wash on mantle. In the hand, can detect difference in shape of culminicorn base. Voice: Throaty ‘waah’ and ‘weeeeh’ calls when squabbling over food. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Fairly common year-round in small numbers; often the most abundant albatross off Namibia; 30 000 pairs breed in summer in loose colonies at Tristan da Cunha and Gough Island. (Atlantiese Geelneusalbatros)

INDIAN YELLOW-NOSED ALBATROSS

Thalassarche carteri
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75–80 cm; 2.1–2.9 kg; wingspan 2.0–2.2 m Slightly larger than Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross, but head appears smaller. Ad. has only a faint grey wash on the cheek; at close range, base of yellow bill stripe is pointed (not rounded). Juv. similar to juv. Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross, but entire head and neck are white. In the hand, can detect difference in shape of culminicorn base. Voice: Throaty ‘waah’ and ‘weeeeh’ calls when squabbling over food. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Fairly common year-round; ventures furthest north in winter. Most common albatross off KZN and often abundant off E Cape; 36 000 pairs breed in summer at s Indian Ocean islands. (Indiese Geelneusalbatros)

BULLER’S ALBATROSS

Thalassarche bulleri
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76–81 cm; 2.2–3.3 kg; wingspan 2.1–2.3 m Rare vagrant. A fairly small mollymawk with neat underwing at all ages; pattern similar to that of yellow-nosed albatrosses, but margins fractionally narrower. Head and neck washed grey, with pale forecrown. Bill of ad. has broad, yellow stripe along upper mandible and narrow stripe on lower mandible. Ad. most likely confused with ad. Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross or Grey-headed Albatross. Juv. has dark horn-coloured bill with black tip and a smooth grey wash on head and neck; could be confused with juv. Shy Albatross (p. 30), but has broader black leading edge to underwing (similar to juv. Salvin’s Albatross, p. 30). Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Vagrant with <10 records from S Africa, mostly from fishing grounds along the shelf edge; 30 000 pairs breed at islands off New Zealand. (Witkroonalbatros)

SOOTY ALBATROSSES

Small albatrosses with sooty-brown plumage, white eye-rings and long, wedge-shaped tails. Wings exceptionally long and narrow; appear more slender than giant petrels or juv. gannets (p. 52). Adults easy to separate, but juvs are easily confused.

SOOTY ALBATROSS

Phoebetria fusca
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84–90 cm; 2–3 kg; wingspan 2.0–2.2 m Ad. readily identified by its dark brown plumage, with pale shafts to primary and tail feathers. At close range, yellow stripe is visible on lower mandible (bill all-black in juvs). Juv. and imm. have conspicuous buff collar and mottling on back, but this does not extend to rump as in Light-mantled Albatross. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Rare visitor to oceanic waters off s Africa, fairly common further south; 15 000 pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands. (Bruinalbatros)

LIGHT-MANTLED ALBATROSS

Phoebetria palpebrata
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80–90 cm; 2.6–3.6 kg; wingspan 2.0–2.2 m Similar to Sooty Albatross, but with much paler neck collar shading into paler, greyish back that contrasts with upperwings. At close range, white eye-ring is shorter and broader, and bill has a lilac stripe on lower mandible. On land, head appears peaked (rounded in Sooty Albatross). Juv. only slightly paler above than juv. Sooty Albatross. Imm. has mottled body, but pale plumage extends lower on back and appears colder grey-brown than juv. Sooty Albatross. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Rare vagrant to s Africa, seldom wandering north of the Subtropical Convergence; 22 000 pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands. (Swartkopalbatros)

GIANT PETRELS

Giant Petrels are the largest petrels: huge, lumbering birds weighing more than small albatrosses, with massive, pale bills. They are the only petrels with age-related plumage differences; all flight feathers are moulted annually, often resulting in large gaps in the primaries.

SOUTHERN GIANT PETREL

Macronectes giganteus
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86–100 cm; 2.5–5.8 kg; wingspan 1.8–2.0 m Relative to Northern Giant Petrel, ad. typically has paler head and breast, contrasting with dark body, but definitive identification requires seeing greenish bill tip. Juv. is dark brown, becoming lighter with age; greenish bill tip not well defined. Rare white morph has odd dark feathers; some leucistic birds are pure white. Voice: Whinnies and neighs in conflicts. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Fairly common in coastal waters, scavenging at fishing boats and around seal colonies; follows ships in oceanic waters; 30 000 pairs breed at sub-Antarctic islands. Occasionally hybridises with Northern Giant Petrel. (Reusenellie)

NORTHERN GIANT PETREL

Macronectes halli
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81–98 cm; 2.8–5.8 kg; wingspan 1.8–2.0 m Very similar to Southern Giant Petrel, but has a reddish (not greenish) tip to the bill, which appears dark-tipped at a distance. Ad. has more uniformly pale grey plumage. Lacks a white morph. Juv. is dark brown, becoming paler with age; reddish bill tip is less marked than in ad. Voice: Whinnies and neighs in conflicts. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Fairly common in coastal waters, scavenging at fishing boats; visits seal colonies more frequently than Southern Giant Petrel; 12 000 pairs breed at sub-Antarctic islands. Occasionally hybridises with Southern Giant Petrel. (Grootnellie)

PETRELS

Small to large sea birds. Most are long-winged, adapted for dynamic soaring, but some have smaller wings for swimming underwater. Nostrils tube-shaped, joined on top of bill. Sexes alike; males slightly larger. Juvs resemble ads.

PINTADO (CAPE) PETREL

Daption capense
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35–40 cm; 350–550 g; wingspan 80–92 cm A small, black-and-white petrel with distinctive chequering on the back, rump and upperwing. Tail tipped black. Very rare leucistic birds may appear all-white, or have only faint greyish markings. Voice: High-pitched ‘cheecheecheechee’ when feeding. Status and biology: Common non-br. visitor to coastal waters. Inveterate ship follower, scavenging galley wastes and small scraps at fishing boats. At least 200 000 pairs breed in summer on sub-Antarctic and Antarctic islands. (Seeduifstormvoël)

SOUTHERN FULMAR

Fulmarus glacialoides
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45–51 cm; 670–1 000 g; wingspan 110–120 cm A pale grey petrel with white underparts and white panels in the darker grey outer wing. At close range, dark-tipped, pink bill with blue nostrils is diagnostic. Voice: High-pitched cackle when squabbling over food. Status and biology: Rare visitor to s Africa, mostly Jun–Oct. Scavenges at trawlers, often among flocks of Pintado Petrels. At least 200 000 pairs breed in Antarctica and adjacent islands. (Silwerstormvoël)

ANTARCTIC PETREL

Thalassoica antarctica
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40–45 cm; 550–780 g; wingspan 98–105 cm Rare vagrant. Larger than Pintado Petrel; brown above, with white subterminal band across wings and narrow, brown tip to tail. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare vagrant from Antarctic waters; 250 000 pairs breed at ice-free mountains in Antarctica. (Antarktiese Stormvoël)

PROCELLARIA PETRELS

Large petrels, superficially recalling large shearwaters, but flight is more languid, with less stiff wings held slightly bent at wrist.

GREY PETREL

Procellaria cinerea
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48–50 cm; 950–1 200 g; wingspan 115–130 cm A pale, silver-grey petrel with white underparts, dark underwings and a yellowish bill. Grey-brown of head extends far down cheeks, with only narrow, white throat. Told from pale shearwaters by dark grey (not white) underwing. Voice: Usually silent at sea. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Rare visitor to s African waters, seldom straying north of 40°S; 100 000 pairs breed in winter at sub-Antarctic islands. (Pediunker)

WHITE-CHINNED PETREL

Procellaria aequinoctialis
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51–58 cm; 1–1.6 kg; wingspan 134–148 cm A large, blackish-brown petrel with a whitish bill. At close range, black ‘saddle’ to bill is evident. White throat is variable in extent – conspicuous in some, but reduced or absent in others. Quite often has odd white patches on head, belly or wings. Voice: Sometimes gives a high-pitched ‘tititititititi’ when sitting at sea. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Common year-round, but probably decreasing due to longline fishing. Most abundant in shelf waters, where it scavenges at fishing boats. Often follows ships. Two million pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands. (Bassiaan)

SPECTACLED PETREL

Procellaria conspicillata
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50–56 cm; 1–1.3 kg; wingspan 132–146 cm Similar to White-chinned Petrel, but with a diagnostic white spectacle and dusky bill tip. Size of spectacle varies; incomplete in some birds, but most have some white on forehead. When spectacle is narrow, it is not connected to the white throat. Beware odd White-chinned Petrels with large, white throats or white head markings, often on the crown or nape. Voice: Usually silent at sea. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Rare, year-round visitor to s African waters, but more common in summer; attends trawlers; 12 000 pairs breed in summer at Inaccessible Island in the Tristan Archipelago. (Brillbassiaan)

SHEARWATERS

Small to medium-sized petrels. Most species are adapted for diving, using wings and feet underwater. Flight usually low over the water, with fairly straight, stiff wings. Despite relatively small wings, several species undertake trans-equatorial migrations.

SOOTY SHEARWATER

Puffinus griseus

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

40–46 cm; 700–950 g; wingspan 94–106 cm A dark brown shearwater with diagnostic pale, silvery underwing centres (intensity varies with light conditions). Bill long, slender and dark. Narrow, pointed wings are held straight, with little bend at wrist. Flight intersperses rapid bursts of flapping with short glides, but becomes petrel-like in strong winds. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Common in coastal waters year-round, but most abundant May–Sep. Several million pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands, mostly off New Zealand. Most of population migrates north of the equator in winter. (Malbaartjie)

FLESH-FOOTED SHEARWATER

Puffinus carneipes
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45–50 cm; 550–680 g; wingspan 98–108 cm A dark brown shearwater with a dark-tipped, flesh-coloured bill and flesh-coloured legs and feet. Appears larger winged than Sooty Shearwater; lacks silvery underwing, but has pale primary bases; flight is more petrel-like, with wings more bent at wrist. Smaller than White-chinned Petrel (p. 36), and pale bill is much more slender. Rounded tail, and pale bill, legs and feet distinguish it from Wedge-tailed Shearwater. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Uncommon to locally common visitor year-round, mainly off east coast; 220 000 pairs breed in summer at south-temperate islands in Indian Ocean and off Australia and New Zealand. (Bruinpylstormvoël)

WEDGE-TAILED SHEARWATER

Puffinus pacificus
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40–45 cm; 300–450 g; wingspan 97–105 cm A slender shearwater with a long, graduated tail that appears pointed in flight. Mostly dark-morph birds recorded from African waters: dark brown all over, with dark greyish-pink bill, legs and feet (unlike Flesh-footed Shearwater). Pale morph is brown above and white below, with clear-cut cap. Superficially resembles Great Shearwater, but lacks pale rump and nape; white underwing is mottled brown (not uniform white). Flight is light and buoyant on broad wings, held bowed forward and down. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare visitor to tropical east coast; occasional birds come ashore and call at night on islands in Nelson Mandela Bay; 100 000 pairs breed at tropical and subtropical islands. (Keilstertpylstormvoël)

GREAT SHEARWATER

Puffinus gravis
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45–51 cm; 800–1 100 g; wingspan 100–118 cm A dark-capped shearwater with a diagnostic, dark belly patch, pale nuchal collar and broad, white rump. Darker above than Cory’s Shearwater (p. 40), with dark (not horn-coloured) bill. Underwing is mostly white, with indistinct lines across coverts. Flight action more dynamic than Cory’s Shearwater, with more rapid wing beats and straighter wings. Voice: Usually silent at sea. Status and biology: Common, mainly on passage. Five million pairs breed at Tristan da Cunha and Gough Islands, with a small colony in the Falklands. (Grootpylstormvoël)

CORY’S SHEARWATER

Calonectris diomedea
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42–50 cm; 480–750 g; wingspan 110–125 cm Ash-brown above and white below with a rather large, dark-tipped, yellow bill. Upperparts paler than Great Shearwater (p. 38), but often shows pale crescent at base of tail. Flight is slow and languid on broad wings; stays close to water, not banking and shearing as much as other shearwaters. Atlantic race C. d. borealis has more robust bill, more extensive dark cap and fully dark primaries on underwing than Mediterranean C. d. diomedea (‘Scopoli’s Shearwater’), but this is difficult to see and dependent on light conditions. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Common Palearctic-br. migrant; 1.5 million pairs breed at islands in n Atlantic and Mediterranean. (Geelbekpylstormvoël)

STREAKED SHEARWATER

Calonectris leucomelas
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45–48 cm; 450–580 g; wingspan 108–124 cm Rare vagrant. Similar to Cory’s Shearwater, but with white face and streaked crown, nape and cheeks. Underwing coverts finely streaked, appearing darker than coverts of Cory’s Shearwater, especially on primary coverts. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Three records from W Cape and KZN, Aug–Oct. Breeds at islands in NW Pacific, migrating south to se Asia, New Guinea and Australasia. (Gestreepte Pylstormvoël)

MANX SHEARWATER

Puffinus puffinus
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30–38 cm; 250–520 g; wingspan 76–88 cm The largest black-and-white shearwater in the region, with a relatively long, slender bill and pointed wings. Black upperparts contrast sharply with white underparts (including undertail coverts); often has white bands extending up onto sides of rump. Black cap extends below eye. Flight action comprises glides interspersed with rapid beats of stiff, straight wings; similar to Sooty Shearwater (p. 38), but different from rapid, fluttery flight of Little Shearwater. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Uncommon Palearctic-br. migrant to shelf waters, although in oceanic waters on migration; often found among Sooty Shearwater flocks; 300 000 pairs breed at islands in temperate n Atlantic. (Swartbekpylstormvoël)

BALEARIC SHEARWATER

Puffinus mauretanicus
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32–38 cm; 480–550 g; wingspan 78–90 cm Rare vagrant. Formerly considered a race of Manx Shearwater, but slightly larger, with brown (not black) upperparts and lacking sharp contrast on face. Typically has dark axillaries and dusky underparts and underwings, although this is variable. Some individuals are almost wholly dark, resembling a small Sooty Shearwater (p. 38). Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: CRITICALLY ENDANGERED. Four records from coastal waters off west coast; 2 500 pairs breed at the Balearic Islands, Spain. (Baleariese Pylstormvoël)

TROPICAL SHEARWATER

Puffinus bailloni
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28–32 cm; 140–200 g; wingspan 62–70 cm A small shearwater; intermediate in bill size, wing shape and flight action between Little and Manx Shearwaters. Dark brown above, sometimes appearing blackish. Most birds have diagnostic dark undertail coverts (white in Manx and Little Shearwaters), but some juvs have white undertail. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Uncommon in tropical and subtropical waters off east coast; 100 000 pairs breed at tropical islands in Pacific and Indian oceans; 100 pairs at Europa Island, Mozambique Channel. (Tropiese Kleinpylstormvoël)

LITTLE SHEARWATER

Puffinus assimilis
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25–30 cm; 210–290 g; wingspan 56–66 cm A tiny, black-and-white shearwater. Appreciably smaller than Manx Shearwater, with short, rounded wings and narrow, black trailing edge to underwing (similar in width to leading edge, not twice as wide, as in Manx Shearwater). Distinctive flight action alternates rapid wing beats with short glides. White-faced P. a. tunneyi (Australia and central Indian Ocean) is more common off the east coast; dark-faced, silver-grey P. a. elegans (sub-Antarctic islands), more common off the west and south coasts, is sometimes treated as a separate species, Antarctic Little Shearwater. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare visitor to coastal waters in the south; regular in oceanic waters; 200 000 pairs of P. a. elegans; 40 000 pairs of P. a. tunneyi. (Kleinpylstormvoël)

GADFLY PETRELS

Medium-sized petrels characterised by erratic, towering and very rapid flight action. Bills dark; shorter and deeper than shearwaters and Procellaria petrels. Wings usually held angled. All-dark species could be confused with smaller Jouanin’s and Bulwer’s petrels (p. 46). Seldom occur close to shore unless there are strong onshore winds.

KERGUELEN PETREL

Lugensa brevirostris
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33–36 cm; 220–400 g; wingspan 80–84 cm A small, compact petrel recalling a Pterodroma, but not closely related. Appears large-headed, with a thick ‘bull neck’; eyes large. Smaller and greyer than Great-winged Petrel, with shorter, more rounded wings that show silvery highlights, especially on leading edge, and often extending onto breast. Flight fast and erratic, with rapid, stiff, shallow wing beats. Towers up to 50 m above sea, often hanging motionless or fluttering kestrel-like. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Vagrant to s Africa; irrupts in large numbers in some years (last major irruption in 1984), but usually remains south of 45°S; 200 000 pairs breed in summer on sub-Antarctic islands. (Kerguelense Stormvoël)

GREAT-WINGED PETREL

Pterodroma macroptera
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38–42 cm; 460–700 g; wingspan 95–105 cm A dark brown petrel with a short, stubby, black bill. Wings long and slender, held angled at wrist. Wing and bill shape, dark (not silvery) underwing and short neck differentiate it from Sooty Shearwater (p. 38). Smaller than White-chinned Petrel (p. 36), with black (not whitish) bill, and gadfly petrel jizz. Soars high above water in typical gadfly action, but flight tends to be more relaxed than other gadfly petrels. Grey-faced Petrel P. m. gouldi (breeds New Zealand) is sometimes treated as a separate species; records claimed off the east coast of S Africa require confirmation. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Common non-br. visitor, mainly in summer. In calm weather roosts on the water in small flocks; 250 000 pairs of the nominate race breed in winter at sub-Antarctic islands. (Langvlerkstormvoël)

WHITE-HEADED PETREL

Pterodroma lessonii
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40–45 cm; 500–800 g; wingspan 100–115 cm Vagrant. A large, chunky gadfly petrel with a diagnostic, whitish head and tail. Dark eyes are accentuated by blackish feathering around eyes, contrasting with pale head. Much larger and more bulky than Soft-plumaged Petrel; lacks dark cap and breast patches. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare visitor to s Africa from oceanic waters; 250 000 pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands. (Witkopstormvoël)

ATLANTIC PETREL

Pterodroma incerta
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42–45 cm; 450–700 g; wingspan 95–105 cm A large, brown gadfly petrel with a conspicuous, white lower breast and belly. Larger than Soft-plumaged Petrel, with chocolate-brown (not grey) plumage and no dark ‘M’ on upperwing. In worn plumage, neck and mantle can appear mottled brown. Given a poor view, could be confused with a pale morph jaeger (p. 204). Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Vagrant to coastal waters, but regular in small numbers in oceanic waters >200 km offshore. (Atlantiese Stormvoël) Tahiti Petrel Pseudobulweria rostrata has been claimed from near Maputo, Mozambique. Resembles a very long-winged Atlantic Petrel but with white (not brown) undertail coverts.

SOFT-PLUMAGED PETREL

Pterodroma mollis
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32–37 cm; 220–350 g; wingspan 83–95 cm A small gadfly petrel with a variable, dark breast band and a white throat. White underparts contrast with dark underwings. Upperparts grey, with faint, darker ‘M’ across upperwings. Back colour and size of breast bands variable: average paler in P. m. mollis breeding at Tristan and Gough islands in the S Atlantic; darker in P. m. dubia from s Indian Ocean colonies. Some individuals with virtually no breast band claimed as Fea’s Petrel P. feae from nw Atlantic islands, but definitive evidence of this species still needed (would be first records south of the equator). Rare dark morph lacks silvery highlights of Kerguelen Petrel, has more slender neck, longer, more pointed wings, and is often mottled on the belly. Flight rapid and erratic, with deep wing beats. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Non-br. visitor from sub-Antarctic islands. Uncommon in shelf waters, mainly in winter; common in oceanic waters year-round. (Donsveerstormvoël)

BARAU’S PETREL

Pterodroma baraui
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38–40 cm; 400 g; wingspan 92–98 cm The only gadfly petrel in the region with mostly white underwings. Most likely to be confused with Soft-plumaged Petrel, but is larger, with a darker cap and smaller grey breast patches. From a distance could potentially be confused with Cory’s Shearwater (p. 40), but has a darker cap and a short, black (not yellow) bill. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Scarce visitor to tropical east coast. Only recently confirmed from the region, but appears to be fairly regular off n KZN (and probably s Mozambique), with 10–20 being seen on some days. (Baraustormvoël)

BLUE PETREL

Halobaena caerulea
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28–30 cm; 160–240 g; wingspan 58–70 cm A small, blue-grey petrel with white underparts. Superficially similar to prions, but larger, with diagnostic, white-tipped tail; also has a white frons and black crown and nape, lacking a pale supercilium; at a distance, breast patches are darker and better defined, and body is more elongate, tapering from shoulders to relatively long tail. Flight action is petrel-like, fast and direct, rising higher above water than prions. Juv. paler on head; finely scaled white above. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare visitor to s Africa, occasionally irrupting in large numbers (most recently in 1984), but usually remains south of 45°S. One million pairs breed at sub-Antarctic islands in summer. (Bloustormvoël)

PRIONS

Small, blue-grey petrels with dark ‘M’ marks across the upperwing, and white underparts. Flight rather fluttery and erratic. Easily separated from other petrels, but species identification is very tricky and depends on subtle differences in head and tail patterns: best achieved with photographs. Many individuals in the Broad-billed-Salvin’s-Antarctic complex cannot be identified at sea.

BROAD-BILLED PRION

Pachyptila vittata
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27–30 cm; 160–220 g; wingspan 56–66 cm The largest prion, with the broadest and darkest bill, but bill size overlaps narrowly with that of Salvin’s Prion. Appears large-headed, with a steep forehead; whitish supercilium and dark grey face less striking than Salvin’s Prion, but has a larger, darker grey carpal patch on underwing and grey breast patches are well developed. Blackish ‘moustache’ from gape typically curves up to join dark ear coverts. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare visitor to s Africa. Breeds at Tristan and Gough islands (6 million pairs) and around New Zealand (1.5 million pairs). (Breëbekwalvisvoël)

SALVIN’S PRION

Pachyptila salvini
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26–29 cm; 120–200 g; wingspan 54–64 cm Intermediate in size and coloration between Broad-billed and Antarctic Prions, with narrow overlap in measurements with both species. Bill bluer than Broad-billed Prion, and facial pattern more pronounced; ‘moustache’ usually shorter. Appears larger-headed than Antarctic Prion, usually with a distinctly broader and deeper bill. Most likely to occur in Indian Ocean. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare visitor to s Africa; 5 million pairs breed in summer at the Prince Edward and Crozet islands. (Marionwalvisvoël)

ANTARCTIC PRION

Pachyptila desolata
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25–28 cm; 120–180 g; wingspan 52–62 cm By far the most abundant prion in the region. Bill is fairly narrow and distinctly bluish. Tends to have smaller breast smudges than larger Salvin’s and Broad-billed Prions, and facial pattern better defined than most Broad-billed Prions. Easily confused with Slender-billed Prion (see that species). Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Common non-br. visitor, occurring in large flocks. Subject to occasional ‘wrecks’ when large numbers of dead and dying birds come ashore. Twenty million pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands and Antarctica, most on S Georgia. (Antarktiese Walvisvoël)

SLENDER-BILLED PRION

Pachyptila belcheri
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25–27 cm; 120–170 g; wingspan 52–62 cm Paler headed than Antarctic Prion, with smaller, paler grey breast patches and a more slender bill (only visible at close range). Head appears rounded, recalling Fairy Prion, with a long, white supercilium that broadens behind eye, white lores, and narrow, blue-grey (not dark grey) cheek patches. Black tail tip is reduced, with outer 2–3 tail feathers wholly blue-grey (only outer-tail feather all grey in Antarctic Prion). Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare visitor to shelf waters; abundance appears to vary between years. Three million pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands. (Dunbekwalvisvoël)

FAIRY PRION

Pachyptila turtur
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24–26 cm; 110–170 g; wingspan 50–60 cm Vagrant. The smallest prion; relatively easily identified by its broad, black tail tip, usually rather plain face and short, dumpy bill. Some birds show a more pronounced supercilium, recalling Slender-billed Prion, but short bill and extensive black tail tip diagnostic. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Vagrant to S Africa; most records of beached birds. Usually remains south of 40°S. Two million pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands, Tasmania and off New Zealand. (Swartstertwalvisvoël)

BULWERIA PETRELS

Fairly small, dark brown petrels with long wings and tails. No age or sex differences in plumage. Both are vagrants from colonies in tropical waters of the Northern Hemisphere.

BULWER’S PETREL

Bulweria bulwerii
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26–28 cm; 80–120 g; wingspan 68–72 cm Vagrant. A small, dark brown petrel with a diagnostic, long, wedge-shaped tail that is usually held closed and appears pointed. Superficially like a large Oceanodroma Storm-Petrel, with deeper, stubby bill and paler grey-brown bar across upperwing coverts. Flight is buoyant and graceful, gliding low over the water. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare migrant to the west coast; may be more regular in oceanic waters among large flocks of Leach’s Storm-Petrels; 100 000 pairs breed at islands in the n Atlantic and Pacific; small numbers in the Indian Ocean. (Bleekvlerkkeilstert)

JOUANIN’S PETREL

Bulweria fallax
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30–32 cm; 150–180 g; wingspan 76–83 cm Rare vagrant. Larger than Bulwer’s Petrel, with different flight action; pale bar on upperwing coverts reduced or absent. Usually seen in calm, tropical oceans, where it flies low over the water with long glides interspersed with rapid, deep wing beats. In windy conditions, arcs and wheels high over the waves with dynamic flight like a gadfly petrel, but is smaller than Great-winged Petrel (p. 42), with longer neck and tail, and more slender wings. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Rare vagrant to Mozambique Channel. Thousands of pairs breed at Socotra, off the Horn of Africa. (Donkervlerkkeilstert)

STORM-PETRELS

Small, pelagic sea birds with relatively large, broad wings and fluttering flight. Nostrils tube-shaped, joined on top of bill. Feed by surface-seizing or pattering; rarely dive. No age or sex differences in plumage.

MATSUDAIRA’S STORM-PETREL

Oceanodroma matsudairae
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25 cm; 60–65 g; wingspan 52–58 cm Rare vagrant. A large storm-petrel with long, broad wings. Flight action similar to Leach’s and vagrant Swinhoe’s Storm-Petrels, but has more prominent pale bar across upperwing coverts and diagnostic white shafts to the outer 7 primaries which form a pale patch (evident with a reasonable view). Could be confused with Bulwer’s Petrel, but tail forked (not wedge-shaped). Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Breeds at nw Pacific islands: 2 records (KZN and off Cape Point). (Oosterse Stormswael)

SWINHOE’S STORM-PETREL

Oceanodroma monorhis
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20 cm; 38-40 g; wingspan 44–48 cm Rare vagrant. A fairly large storm-petrel with long, broad wings and typical Oceanodroma flight action. Slightly smaller than vagrant Matsudaira’s Storm-Petrel, with a less prominent pale bar across upperwing coverts and smaller white shafts to bases of the outer 6 primaries; flight more rapid and direct. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Most breed at nw Pacific islands: only 1 record (n KZN, Nov 2010). (Swinhoestormswael)

LEACH’S STORM-PETREL

Oceanodroma leucorhoa
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19–22 cm; 40–50 g; wingspan 45–50 cm Larger than Wilson’s and European Storm-Petrels (p. 48), with a long, forked tail and narrow, V-shaped white rump usually divided by dusky central line. Best identified by its long wings and languid flight action, gliding low over waves, with wings held forward and bent at wrist, flapping infrequently. Wing beats deep, causing erratic changes in direction. Voice: Rhythmical chattering and trilling at night at colonies; silent at sea. Status and biology: Fairly common, singly or in small groups, in oceanic waters beyond continental shelf. In calm weather, roosts on water, often with Great-winged Petrels; seldom follows ships. A few pairs breed at guano islands off W Cape; 8 million pairs breed in n Atlantic and n Pacific. (Swaelstertstormswael)

BAND-RUMPED STORM-PETREL

Oceanodroma castro
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20 cm; 35-48 g; wingspan 44–47 cm Rare vagrant. Intermediate in size and structure between Leach’s and Wilson’s Storm-Petrels (p.). Flight action closer to Leach’s Storm-petrel, but has shorter, broader wings, a more shallowly forked tail (appearing almost square when fanned) and a larger, white rump patch. Toes do not extend beyond tail tip in flight (unlike Wilson’s Storm-Petrel). Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Only 1 photographed on an island near Lüderitz, Namibia; other sightings at sea off Namibia. Breeds at islands in tropical and temperate Atlantic and n Pacific; taxonomy complicated by summer and winter br. forms at the same island apparently being separate species. (Madeirastormswael)

WILSON’S STORM-PETREL

Oceanites oceanicus
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15–19 cm; 30–40 g; wingspan 38–42 cm A small, dark storm-petrel with a broad, white rump that wraps around onto the flanks. Legs long; toes project beyond tail in flight, often dangling below bird when it is feeding by dancing over water, but can be retracted into belly plumage. Yellow toe webs are hard to see. Slightly larger than European Storm-Petrel, with square (not rounded) tail and broader, more rounded wings; flight is more direct, with frequent glides (but varies with wind strength). Occasionally shows a paler bar on underwing, but not marked as on European Storm-Petrel. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Common visitor to shelf waters, but less abundant in oceanic waters: often follows ships. Six million pairs breed at sub-Antarctic islands and Antarctica. (Gewone Stormswael)

EUROPEAN STORM-PETREL

Hydrobates pelagicus
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14–18 cm; 23–31 g; wingspan 36–39 cm Slightly smaller and darker than Wilson’s Storm-Petrel, with a short, rounded tail and diagnostic, white underwing bar. Pale bar on upperwing coverts less pronounced than in Wilson’s Storm-Petrel and flight action typically more rapid and fluttery. Legs short; toes do not project beyond tail tip in flight. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Common Palearctic-br. migrant, mostly over continental shelf. Often in large flocks at trawlers; patters over water when feeding; 500 000 pairs breed in ne Atlantic. (Europese Stormswael)

BLACK-BELLIED STORM-PETREL

Fregetta tropica
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19–21 cm; 50–60 g; wingspan 44–48 cm A bulky storm-petrel with a broad, white rump, underwings and belly, usually with a broad, black line down the belly linking black breast and vent (but F. t. melanoleuca from Tristan and Gough islands has white belly). From the side, black belly stripe can be hard to see. Back tinged brown, matching upperwing coverts, and lacking grey scaling of nominate White-bellied Storm-Petrel. Both species have a characteristic flight action, gliding over the waves, seldom flapping, regularly kicking up a line of spray with one foot or the breast. Sometimes follows ships. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Fairly common passage migrant; 150 000 pairs breed in summer at sub-Antarctic islands. (Swartpensstormswael)

WHITE-BELLIED STORM-PETREL

Fregetta grallaria
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19–21 cm; 45–65 g; wingspan 46–50 cm Told from nominate Black-bellied Storm-Petrel by its white belly, but very similar to F. t. melanoleuca from Tristan and Gough islands. Australasian F. g. grallaria has a paler back due to broadly grey-edged mantle feathers, but F. g. leucogaster is almost identical to F. t. melanoleuca, differing only in having longer wings and shorter legs; toes seldom project beyond tail tip in flight. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Very rare over continental shelf and scarce in oceanic waters; seldom follows ships; 100 000 pairs breed at southern temperate islands. Breeds alongside white-bellied form of Black-bellied Storm-Petrel at Tristan da Cunha. (Witpensstormswael)

GREY-BACKED STORM-PETREL

Garrodia nereis
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15–18 cm; 26–34 g; wingspan 36–40 cm A tiny storm-petrel with a black head and breast merging into blue-grey back, rump and upperwing coverts; belly and underwing coverts white. Lacks white rump of Fregetta Storm-Petrels. Easily overlooked as it ghosts away from ships, matching the lead-grey sea. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare vagrant to s Africa, with only 2 records; usually remains south of 40°S; 50 000 pairs breed at sub-Antarctic islands. (Grysrugstormswael)

WHITE-FACED STORM-PETREL

Pelagodroma marina
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19–21 cm; 45–60 g; wingspan 42–48 cm A pale, long-legged storm-petrel with diagnostic, white underparts and a prominent white eye stripe. Upperwing coverts pale brown; rump pale grey. Flight is erratic, with jerky wing beats; long toes extend beyond tail tip in flight. When feeding, it hovers and bounds over the water, pushing off with its feet. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare vagrant to s Africa. One million pairs breed in summer at temperate islands in ne and s Atlantic and around Australasia. (Witwangstormswael)

TROPICBIRDS

Medium-sized, tropical, pelagic sea birds with fairly short wings; wing beats stiff. Bills robust, with serrated edges. The 4 toes are webbed, but feet reduced. Sexes alike, but juv. plumages distinct. Feed by plunge-diving, taking fish and squid, including flying fish and flying squid.

RED-BILLED TROPICBIRD

Phaethon aethereus
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60–65 cm (plus 40 cm streamer); 650–700 g; wingspan 100–108 cm Vagrant. Ad. has large, red bill and white tail streamers. Differs from Red-tailed Tropicbird by its finely barred back, which appears grey at a distance, and by its long, white (not dark red) tail streamers. Juv. heavily barred above, with black eye patch extending to nape to form nuchal collar; bill yellow, with a dark tip. Voice: Occasional piercing screams at sea. Status and biology: Rare vagrant to oceanic waters off west and south coasts, probably from s Atlantic population of 1 200 pairs (mainly on Ascension Island). (Rooibekpylstert)

RED-TAILED TROPICBIRD

Phaethon rubricauda

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

60–70 cm (plus 35 cm streamer); 600–800 g; wingspan 104–120 cm The palest tropicbird; ad. mostly white (tinged pink when br.), with red bill and dark red tail streamers. Compared to other ad. tropicbirds, has thin (not broad) black primary tips on outer primaries and small, black tips on scapulars. Juv. is more finely barred above than White-tailed Tropicbird, with less black in outerwing; bill is blackish. Voice: Deep ‘kraak’, similar to Caspian Tern (p. 210). Status and biology: The most common tropicbird in s African waters. Regular in Mozambique Channel, rare off KZN and vagrant further south to W Cape: occasionally recorded inland. Some birds visit cliff sites for days or weeks; 3 000–4 000 pairs breed at Europa Island, Mozambique Channel. (Rooipylstert)

WHITE-TAILED TROPICBIRD

Phaethon lepturus
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45–50 cm (plus 40 cm streamer); 280–400 g; wingspan 90–98 cm The smallest tropicbird; ad. has diagnostic orange-yellow bill, neat, black face mask and extremely long, wispy, white or golden tail streamers (shafts black). In flight, has 2 black patches on each wing (outer primaries and median coverts). Juv. has barred upperparts and black wing tips; bill yellow, with dark tip. Barring is sparser than in juv. Red-tailed Tropicbird, and black eye patch does not form nuchal collar as in juv. Red-billed Tropicbird. Voice: Usually silent at sea. Status and biology: Regular in Mozambique Channel; vagrant further south and off west coast. Breeds at tropical islands worldwide, including 2 200 pairs at Ascension Island, Atlantic Ocean, and 500–1 000 pairs at Europa Island, Mozambique Channel. (Witpylstert)

FRIGATEBIRDS

Large, tropical, pelagic sea birds with extremely long, angled wings and long, deeply forked tails. Males have naked, red throat pouches that are inflated in display. Females larger than males. Feet tiny, with 4 partially webbed toes. Feed by surface-seizing without landing (often taking flying-fish or flying-squid) or by stealing food from other birds. Soar to great heights. Plumage differs with age and sex.

GREATER FRIGATEBIRD

Fregata minor

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

86–104 cm; 1.1–1.5 kg; wingspan 2–2.3 m Underwing wholly dark at all ages, lacking white ‘armpits’ of Lesser Frigatebird. Ad. male black, with paler brown bar across upperwing coverts; feet reddish. Female has white breast and throat, grey chin and red eye-ring and feet. Juv. has whitish or tawny head and throat, dark breast band and white lower breast and upper belly. Imm. white from chin to belly, gradually darkening with age. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Regular in Mozambique Channel, vagrant further south to W Cape; sometimes recorded inland after cyclones. May roost in trees; 1 000 pairs breed at Europa Island, Mozambique Channel. (Grootfregatvoël)

LESSER FRIGATEBIRD

Fregata ariel
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70–82 cm; 700–900 g; wingspan 1.8–2.1 m Vagrant. Smaller and more angular than Greater Frigatebird, but hard to assess on lone birds. Ad. male black, with diagnostic, white ‘armpits’ extending from axillaries to sides of breast; lacks pale upperwing bars; feet dull red-black. Female has white breast extending as collar onto neck, red feet and red or blue eye-ring. Differs from female Greater Frigatebird by black throat and white breast extending to ‘armpits’. Juv. has brownish head and mottled white breast. Imm. is variable, but typically has dark brownish or black throat, more extensive black on belly than juv., and white breast extending to ‘armpits’. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Rare off east coast, seen mostly after summer cyclones; 1 000 pairs breed at Europa Island, Mozambique Channel. (Kleinfregatvoël)

GANNETS AND BOOBIES

Large sea birds that feed by plunge-diving. Bills dagger-like; nostrils concealed behind bill plates. Four toes webbed. Sexes alike; juv. plumage distinct.

CAPE GANNET

Morus capensis
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84–95 cm; 2.3–3.1 kg; wingspan 1.6–1.7 m Ad. white with yellow wash on head, and black tail and flight feathers; some have 1–4 white outer-tail feathers. Juv. is brown with white spots, whitening gradually, typically starting with head. Juv. could be confused with Brown Booby, but is larger and lacks clear-cut brown bib and white belly. Voice: Noisy ‘warrra-warrra-warrra’ at colonies and when feeding at sea. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Br. endemic. Largely confined to continental shelf, often feeding at trawlers; 120 000 pairs breed in dense colonies in spring and summer at 6 islands off Cape and Namibia. Large numbers follow sardine run up east coast to KZN in winter; others migrate up west coast to Gulf of Guinea. (Witmalgas)

AUSTRALASIAN GANNET

Morus serrator
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83–92 cm; 2–2.8 kg; wingspan 1.6–1.7 m Vagrant. Very similar to Cape Gannet, but has a darker, greyish eye, more golden-yellow wash to head and much shorter gular stripe (but none of these features is useful for identification at sea). All confirmed records are of birds at Cape Gannet colonies, where they are best located by their higher-pitched call. Ad. has 3 outer-tail feathers white, but some Cape Gannets also show white outer tails. Juv. differs from juv. Cape Gannet only by its shorter gular stripe. Voice: Noisy ‘warrra-warrra-warrra’ at colonies; higher pitched than Cape Gannet. Status and biology: Some 20 birds recorded at gannet colonies; some have bred successfully with Cape Gannets. (Australiese Malgas)

MASKED BOOBY

Sula dactylatra
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80–90 cm; 1.8–2.4 kg; wingspan 1.5–1.6 m Rare vagrant. A large, white booby with golden eyes and a small, black facial mask. Lacks yellow head of ad. Cape Gannet and has black trailing edge to wing extending to body (not confined to primaries and secondaries). Black (not white) tail and dark (not red) legs separate it from white-phase of smaller Red-footed Booby. Juv. has mottled brown head, back and rump; resembles Brown Booby, but has narrow, white nuchal collar, less extensive brown on breast, and more white on underwing which has a dark central bar (clearly defined, smaller white area in Brown Booby; juv. Red-footed Booby has all-dark underwings). Voice: High double honk, but generally silent at sea. Status and biology: Only 2 records from s Africa, off n KZN and Namibia; also 1 at sea outside territorial waters south of Cape Agulhas. Breeds at tropical islands from the Red Sea to Tanzania. (Brilmalgas)

RED-FOOTED BOOBY

Sula sula
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66–77 cm; 820–950 g; wingspan 0.9–1.1 m A small, slender booby with a long, pointed tail. Ad. has bright red legs and a blue bill with a pink base; eyes dark in most birds, but some golden. Brown morph is much smaller than juv. gannets, and has plain (not speckled) plumage. White morph has yellow wash on head, but smaller than gannets, with a white tail and black carpal patches on underwing. Most common morph is white-tailed brown. Juv. is brown-streaked, with grey-brown bill and greyish-yellow feet. Voice: Usually silent at sea; occasional harsh ‘karrk’ alarm call. Status and biology: Regular in Mozambique Channel, uncommon further south, often after cyclones. Rare on west coast, presumably from Atlantic colonies (1 300 pairs breed at Fernando de Noronha); 3 500 pairs breed at Europa Island, Mozambique Channel. Often accompanies ships, aerially chasing flying-fish and flying-squid scared by the ship’s passage. (Rooipootmalgas)

BROWN BOOBY

Sula leucogaster
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64–74 cm; 900–1 300 g; wingspan 1.3–1.5 m Rare vagrant. Ad. dark brown with a white lower breast and belly, and a broad, white underwing panel. Bill pale grey, washed blue-green; legs yellowish. Uniform upperparts and crisply defined white underparts distinguish it from juv. gannets. Juv. is duller brown above; has brown flecks on white belly, but lacks white speckling of juv. gannets. Differs from juv. Masked Booby by uniform brown upperparts and well-demarcated (not fuzzy) underpart pattern. Voice: Silent at sea. Status and biology: Vagrant to Namibia and east coast from br. islands in tropical s Atlantic and w Indian oceans. Most records from east coast associated with tropical cyclones. (Bruinmalgas)

PELICANS

Very large water birds with long bills and a distensible pouch between their lower mandibles used to trap fish and other prey. Swim with 4 webbed toes. Flight strong; often soar in thermals on broad wings with deeply slotted primaries. Sexes alike, but males appreciably larger.

GREAT WHITE PELICAN

Pelecanus onocrotalus
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140–178 cm; 6–14 kg; wingspan 2.2–3.4 m A very large, white pelican with black flight feathers contrasting with white coverts in flight. Bill pouch yellow, with more of a sag in middle than Pink-backed Pelican’s. Br. ad. has pink-tinged neck and underparts, bare pink-orange face, short crest, yellow breast patch and red nail at tip of bill. Non-br. ad. has yellow face. Juv. is finely mottled brown, whitening with age; lacks marked contrast between flight feathers and coverts. Voice: Usually silent; deep ‘mooo’ given at br. colonies. Status and biology: Locally common (8 000 pairs) at lakes, estuaries and sheltered coastal bays, usually within 200–300 km of br. colonies. Nests colonially on ground. Often forages in flocks, working cooperatively to encircle prey. (Witpelikaan)

PINK-BACKED PELICAN

Pelecanus rufescens
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125–140 cm; 4–7 kg; wingspan 2.2–2.9 m Smaller and greyer than Great White Pelican, with a pinkish back and pinkish-yellow bill. Flight feathers are dark grey, not contrasting strongly with coverts in flight. Br. birds have grey crest. Juv. mottled brown, becoming greyer with age; best distinguished from juv. Great White Pelican by smaller size (and usually accompanied by ads). Voice: Usually silent; guttural calls at br. colonies. Status and biology: Locally common at lakes and estuaries, but typically feeds singly. Some 200 pairs nest colonially in trees at wetlands in n KZN and n Botswana. The only local pelican that perches in trees. (Kleinpelikaan)

FLAMINGOS

Peculiar water birds with long necks and legs, and bent bills adapted for filter feeding. Sexes alike, but males larger; juvs distinct. Breeds erratically in large, dense colonies when water conditions are favourable.

GREATER FLAMINGO

Phoenicopterus roseus
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125–165 cm; 2.5–3.5 kg; wingspan 1.4–1.7 m The larger of the 2 African flamingos, with very long legs and neck. Ad. appears mostly white (not pink) at rest; in flight, salmon-pink wing coverts contrast with white body and black flight feathers. Face and bill pale pink, with a broad, black bill tip; eyes creamy yellow; legs pink. Juv. is dirty grey-brown, becoming paler with age; bill pale grey with a darker tip; eyes brown; legs slate-grey. Voice: Noisy; goose-like honking. Status and biology: Common resident, intra-African migrant and nomad; 50 000 birds occur at shallow lakes, saltpans, lagoons, estuaries and sandy beaches. Usually in large flocks. Feeds on larger prey than Lesser Flamingo (e.g. crustaceans and molluscs), mainly filtered from bottom sediments so head and neck often submerged. (Grootflamink)

LESSER FLAMINGO

Phoenicopterus minor
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90–125 cm; 1.5–2 kg; wingspan 1–1.1 m Smaller and generally brighter pink than Greater Flamingo. In flight, median coverts are crimson, but appear less contrasting than upper- and underwing coverts of Greater Flamingo. Ad. has a dark red face and bill; bill tip black, but bill appears uniformly dark from a distance (not distinctly two-toned). Eyes golden, with purple eye-ring; legs pink. Juv. is dirty grey-brown, becoming paler with age; best told from Greater Flamingo by its dark purple-grey bill; legs grey. Voice: More muted honking than Greater Flamingo. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Locally common resident, intra-African migrant and nomad at lakes, saltpans and estuaries. Population fluctuates between years. Mainly filters microscopic blue-green algae and diatoms from water surface; seldom submerges head and neck, and often swims in deep water. (Kleinflamink)

CORMORANTS AND DARTERS

Medium to large water birds with long, slender necks; foot-propelled pursuit divers. Cormorants grasp prey with hook-tipped bills; darters spear prey. Plumage partly (cormorants) or fully (darters) wettable; have to return to land to roost. Sexes alike; males slightly larger.

WHITE-BREASTED CORMORANT

Phalacrocorax lucidus
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85–95 cm; 1.8–3.2 kg; wingspan 1.3–1.6 m The largest African cormorant. Ad. has white throat and breast, washed pink in marine populations; white thigh patches in br. plumage; yellow skin at base of bill; eyes turquoise. Juv. has white underparts and browner upperparts. Voice: Grunts and squeaks at colony; otherwise silent. Status and biology: Locally common resident at dams, lakes, large rivers, estuaries and shallow coastal waters, favouring areas where the bottom sediments are sandy. Breeds colonially in trees, bushes or reeds, on cliffs or on the ground on islands; sometimes with other water birds. (Witborsduiker)

BANK CORMORANT

Phalacrocorax neglectus
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74–76 cm; 1.6–2.3 kg; wingspan 1.2–1.3 m Robust, all-dark, marine cormorant confined to the Benguela coast (central Namibia to Cape Agulhas). Best told from Cape Cormorant by its matt black plumage, angled head profile (steep forehead, flat crown) and heavier build. Br. ad. has white rump patch. Eyes turquoise, gradually turning brick red from the top with age. Juv. is browner. Partial leucism fairly regular. Voice: Raucous ‘wheeerrr’ at colony. Status and biology: Endemic. ENDANGERED; population has fallen by 70% over last 3 decades possibly due to shortage of food. Occurs in coastal waters; seldom more than 20 km from colonies. Breeds colonially on offshore rocks and islands. (Bankduiker)

CAPE CORMORANT

Phalacrocorax capensis
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60–65 cm; 900–1 600 g; wingspan 1–1.1 m An all-dark, marine cormorant; slightly smaller and more slender than scarce Bank Cormorant, with paler gular skin. Often in large flocks; flies over the sea in long lines. Br. ad. glossy black, with chrome-yellow gular patch, turquoise eye and banded turquoise-and-black eye-ring; non-br. ad. duller. Juv. brown, with paler underparts, almost whitish in some birds; gular skin grey-brown. Voice: Nasal grunts and croaks, mainly at colony. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Near-endemic. Occurs in coastal waters and adjacent wetlands. Breeds colonially on cliffs and offshore islands. Forages up to 50 km offshore on pelagic fish; also on seabed up to 30 m deep. Numbers have decreased over last 20 years; currently 100 000 pairs. (Trekduiker)

CROWNED CORMORANT

Phalacrocorax coronatus
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54–58 cm; 680–850 g; wingspan 88–98 cm A small, short-billed and long-tailed marine cormorant confined to the west and south coasts (n Namibia to Tsitsikamma, W Cape). Slightly larger than Reed Cormorant, with a shorter, less graduated tail; ranges overlap narrowly in coastal wetlands; told apart with difficulty. Ad. glossy black with prominent forecrown crest; back feathers appear more uniform than ad. Reed Cormorant, with narrower black tips. Eyes red; facial skin orange. Non-br. ad. is duller. Juv. is brown, with paler breast; lacks extensive white underparts of juv. Reed Cormorant. Voice: Cackles and hisses at colony. Status and biology: Endemic. NEAR-THREATENED; global population 3 000 pairs. Occurs in coastal waters, sometimes roosting in nearby wetlands. Typically forages close inshore. Breeds colonially on cliffs, offshore islands and disused boats. (Kuifkopduiker)

REED CORMORANT

Phalacrocorax africanus
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50–56 cm; 450–650 g; wingspan 80–90 cm A small, short-billed and long-tailed cormorant found mainly in freshwater habitats. Range overlaps narrowly with Crowned Cormorant at coastal wetlands, but it is slightly smaller, with a longer, more graduated tail. Ad. glossy black, with prominent forecrown crest in br. plumage; back feathers more contrasting than ad. Crowned Cormorant, with silver bases and broad, black tips. Eyes red; facial skin orange. Non-br. ad. is duller. Juv. is brown above, whitish below. Voice: Cackles and hisses at colony. Status and biology: Locally common resident at dams, lakes, rivers and estuaries (also shallow coastal waters in Mozambique and n Namibia). Breeds colonially in trees, bushes or reeds, often with other water birds. (Rietduiker)

AFRICAN DARTER

Anhinga rufa
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80–92 cm; 1–1.7 kg; wingspan 1.2–1.3 m Differs from cormorants by its long, very slender neck and head, and long, pointed bill. When swimming, often only long neck and head are visible (hence alternative name of ‘snakebird’). Often glides in flight, showing broad wings, deeply slotted outer primaries, and long, broad tail. Ad. has elongate, white-striped scapulars and wing coverts. Br. male has rufous foreneck, with white stripe down side of neck. Female and non-br. male have pale brown throat. Juv. has buffy neck and lacks streaking on back. Voice: Croaks when breeding; otherwise silent. Status and biology: Common resident of lakes, dams and slow-moving rivers; rarely coastal lagoons and estuaries. Breeds in colonies in trees or reeds, often with other water birds. (Slanghalsvoël)

SPOONBILLS

Large wading birds with straight, spoon-tipped bills, related to ibises. Sexes alike; juvs duller.

AFRICAN SPOONBILL

Platalea alba
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86–92 cm; 1.4–1.8 kg A tall, white, slender wading bird with diagnostic, spoon-shaped bill. Flies with neck outstretched (not tucked in, as in herons and egrets). Ad. has a bare pink-red face, pale eyes, a grey bill with a pinkish border and base, and greyish-pink legs. Juv. bill yellow-horn and shorter than ad.; legs dark grey; head streaked grey, and flight feathers tipped blackish. Voice: Low ‘kaark’; at br. colonies emits various grunts and claps bill. Status and biology: Fairly common resident and local nomad at lakes, flood plains and estuaries. Feeds with characteristic side-to-side sweeping motion of bill. Breeds colonially in trees or reeds, often with ibises, egrets, herons and cormorants. (Lepelaar)

IBISES

Fairly large birds with long legs and necks and decurved bills. Most species at least partly aquatic. Sexes alike; juvs distinct. Breed singly or colonially.

AFRICAN SACRED IBIS

Threskiornis aethiopicus
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66–84 cm; 1.2–1.9 kg A large, mostly white ibis with a heavy, decurved, black bill. Ad. has naked, black head and neck. Elongate, plume-like, black scapulars are fluffed out in display; make it appear black-tailed at rest. Flight feathers are tipped black, giving narrow, black edge to wing. Br. ads have dirty-yellow flanks and naked, pink skin on underwing (grey in non-br.). Juv. has white-feathered neck and greyish cast to plumage. Voice: Loud croaking at br. colonies. Status and biology: Common resident in parts of its range, a summer visitor in much of the interior; in open habitats, from wetlands and fields to grassland and offshore islands; often at refuse tips. Often in flocks; frequently flies in ‘V’ formation. Breeds colonially in trees or reeds, usually with egrets, herons and cormorants. (Skoorsteenveër)

SOUTHERN BALD IBIS

Geronticus calvus
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74–80 cm; 1–1.1 kg A dark, glossy ibis. Ad. easily recognised by its bald red head, long, red bill, short red legs and glossy green neck ruff. Juv. duller, lacking coppery shoulder patch; head covered in short, pale brown feathers. Bill red only at base; legs brown. Voice: High-pitched, wheezing call. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Endemic. Range has contracted in recent decades. Locally common resident, some 8 000 birds (2 000 pairs at about 200 colonies). Occurs in flocks in short grassland, often in burnt areas. Breeds colonially on cliff ledges or occasionally in trees. (Kalkoenibis)

HADEDA IBIS

Bostrychia hagedash
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76–85 cm; 1–1.5 kg A large, stout, grey-brown ibis with glossy bronze-green wing coverts. Grey face has whitish stripe running from bill to below and behind eye. Shortish, deep bill is dark grey with a red ridge on the upper mandible. In flight, wings broad; neck and legs short compared to Glossy Ibis. Juv. has duller, shorter bill. Voice: Noisy; gives a raucous ‘ha-da’ or ‘ha-ha-da-da’ call in flight and when flushed. Status and biology: Common resident and nomad in forest clearings, woodland, savanna, grassland, farmland and suburbia. Range has expanded westward in recent years, apparently in response to human habitat modification, especially irrigation. Usually in small parties; roosts and breeds in trees. (Hadeda)

GLOSSY IBIS

Plegadis falcinellus
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50–65 cm; 550–750 g A rather small, slender ibis with long legs; appears blackish from a distance. In flight, wings, neck and legs are much longer than Hadeda Ibis. Br. ad. has a dark chestnut head, neck and body. Wings, back and tail are dark, glossy green with bronze and purple highlights. A narrow, bluish-white line rings the base of the bill. Non-br. ad. has a pale-flecked head and neck. Juv. resembles non-br. ad., but body is dull, sooty brown. Voice: Normally silent; low, guttural ‘kok-kok-kok’ when br. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad at lakes, dams, pans, estuaries and flooded grassland; rarely on open, sandy shores. Breeds colonially (up to 200 pairs), often with other ibises and egrets. (Glansibis)

HERONS, EGRETS AND BITTERNS

Tall, slender water birds with long legs and, usually, long necks. Bills dagger-like. Hunt mainly aquatic animals, typically by stealth, occasionally by active pursuit. Sexes alike, but often have distinct juv. plumages. Most breed in colonies; some bitterns solitary nesters.

GOLIATH HERON

Ardea goliath
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135–150 cm; 3–4.3 kg The largest heron, with a massive, heavy bill. Rich chestnut head, neck and underparts recall much smaller Purple Heron, but has an unstriped head and blackish (not yellow) legs and bill. In flight, the huge, broad wings beat slowly and deeply. Juv. duller and less rufous, with foreneck, chest, belly and underwing coverts white, streaked with black. Recently fledged birds have buff margins to back feathers. Voice: Loud, low-pitched ‘kwaaark’. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad at lakes, dams, large rivers and estuaries, usually where there are extensive reed or papyrus beds. Range has expanded in W Cape in recent years. Breeds singly or in small colonies in trees or reeds, sometimes with other herons and egrets. (Reusereier)

PURPLE HERON

Ardea purpurea

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

78–86 cm; 550–1 200 g A medium-sized heron with a long, slender neck and bill. The black-striped, rufous head and neck and dark grey wings are distinctive. Much smaller than Goliath Heron, with black cap and paler bill and legs. Juv. duller and paler, with less well-marked head stripes and browner back. Voice: Hoarse ‘kraaark’. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad at wetlands, typically among sedges and reeds; rarely along the coast. Seldom forages in the open. Breeds singly or in small colonies, typically in dense reeds. (Rooireier)

GREY HERON

Ardea cinerea
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90–100 cm; 1.1–2 kg A large, greyish heron of wetland habitats. Told in flight from Black-headed Heron by its uniform grey (not contrasting dark and pale) underwing. Ad. has mostly white head and neck, with black eye stripe ending in a wispy plume. Foreneck streaked black, with broad, black bands on either side of breast and belly, often showing as black shoulder patches. Bill yellow (orange-pink in pre-br. birds); legs yellow-brown (flushed red in pre-br. birds). Juv. duller, with rather plain head; lacks black flanks; bill yellow-brown. Differs from juv. Black-headed Heron by its white (not black) ear coverts, pale flanks and yellow (not dark) upper legs. Voice: Harsh ‘kraaunk’ in flight. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad at pans, dams, slow-flowing rivers, lagoons, estuaries and sheltered coastlines with rock pools. Breeds colonially in reeds or trees, often with other herons, egrets, cormorants and ibises. (Bloureier)

BLACK-HEADED HERON

Ardea melanocephala
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86–94 cm; 1.2–1.9 kg A large, greyish heron of terrestrial habitats. Slightly smaller than Grey Heron, with contrasting dark flight feathers and pale underwing coverts in flight. Black crown and hindneck contrast with white throat; underparts grey; bill and legs black. Juv. has slate-grey crown and hindneck and buff wash on foreneck; underparts paler. Differs from juv. Grey Heron by dark ear coverts, black legs (lacking yellow bases) and contrasting underwing pattern. Voice: Loud ‘aaaaark’; various hoarse cackles and bill-clapping at nest. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad in grassland, fields and scrubland; also marsh fringes, but seldom forages in water. Breeds colonially (up to 50 pairs) in reeds or trees, often with other herons, egrets, cormorants and ibises. (Swartkopreier)

GREAT EGRET

Ardea alba
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85–95 cm; 800–1 400 g The largest egret, structurally similar to the large herons, with a heavy bill. Larger and heavier-billed than Yellow-billed Egret. Legs and feet black: lacks yellow toes of much smaller Little Egret. Br. ad. has elaborate plumes, black bill, lime-green lores and pale cream eyes. Non-br. ad. has yellow bill and eyes; gape extends behind the eye. Voice: Deep, heron-like ‘waaaark’. Status and biology: Common resident and nomad at lakes, dams and estuaries. Breeds colonially (up to 200 pairs) in reeds or trees, usually with other egrets, herons, cormorants and ibises. (Grootwitreier)

YELLOW-BILLED (INTERMEDIATE) EGRET

Egretta intermedia
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65–72 cm; 300–500 g A medium-sized, white egret with a yellow bill and blackish legs and toes, with paler tibia varying from bright yellow to dull, brownish yellow (often brighter on inner leg). Neck shorter than Great Egret’s and not held in such a pronounced ‘S’ shape; bill shorter and gape ends just below eye (behind eye in Great Egret). Larger and longer necked than Western Cattle Egret, with a longer bill. In br. plumage, has long plumes on back and chest; bill and upper legs are red, and lores are lime-green. Voice: Typical, heron-like ‘waaaark’. Status and biology: Common resident and nomad at marshes and flooded grassland; rarely at estuaries. Breeds colonially (up to 70 pairs) in reeds or trees, usually with other egrets, herons, cormorants and ibises. (Geelbekwitreier)

SNOWY EGRET

Egretta thula
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56–60 cm; 350–450 g Rare vagrant. Slightly smaller than Little Egret, with a shorter bill and more extensive yellow lores extending onto the base of the bill. Br. ad. has brown eyes and orange-yellow lores and base of upper mandible. Non-br. ad. has duller bare parts. Juv. has yellowish-green lores and base of bill; easily confused with juv. Little Egret. Voice: Harsh ‘aarr’. Status and biology: Vagrant from the Americas; 1 record from s Africa: Lakeside, Cape Town, Apr 2002. (Sneeuwitreier)

LITTLE EGRET

Egretta garzetta
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55–65 cm; 450–600 g A fairly small, slender egret with a long, black bill, black legs and contrasting, yellow toes. Bill is more slender and slightly shorter than that of vagrant Western Reef Heron. Lacks yellow lores extending onto the base of bill of vagrant Snowy Egret, but beware age-related variation. Br. ad. has cream eyes, mauve face and elongate plumes on nape, mantle and foreneck; toes orange-red at start of br. period. Non-br. ad. lacks plumes and has yellow eyes and a grey-green face. Juv. has greenish base to bill, duller yellow toes, and grey-green lower legs. Voice: Harsh ‘waaark’. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad at wetlands, estuaries and along the coast. Often actively pursues fish in shallow water and frequently uses other birds or animals to scare or herd fish. Breeds colonially (up to 120 pairs) in reeds or trees, usually with other egrets, herons, cormorants and ibises. (Kleinwitreier)

WESTERN REEF HERON

Egretta gularis
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56–66 cm; 350–500 g Rare vagrant. White morph similar to Little Egret, but with a longer, heavier, yellow-brown bill and greenish-black legs with dull yellow lower tarsi merging into dull yellow toes. Dark morph (not recorded from s Africa) is dark grey, with a white throat and variable white patch on primary coverts, visible in flight. Imm. is greyish brown or white, variably mottled with grey or grey-brown. Voice: Harsh ‘gaaar’. Status and biology: Rare vagrant from tropical coasts of W and E Africa; 1 record from Cape Point, Apr 2002; 1 record from Gauteng, Apr 2006. (Westelike Kusreier)

WESTERN CATTLE EGRET

Bubulcus ibis
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48–54 cm; 280–450 g A small, compact egret with a short bill, neck and legs. Legs olive-yellow; bill yellow. Ad. has buff plumes on crown, mantle and breast, forming a shaggy bib. Buff areas increase in br. season, but are never as extensive as in Squacco Heron (p. 64). Pre-br. birds have red bill and legs and violet lores. Juv. has black legs at fledging, but these soon pale. Voice: Heron-like ‘aaaark’ or ‘pok-pok’. Status and biology: Common; resident in parts of its range, migratory in others; birds ringed in Gauteng have been recovered north of its range; in a wide range of open habitats, including grassland, fields and coastline. Often uses large animals to flush prey, sometimes standing on animals and gleaning ectoparasites. Roosts in flocks, commuting up to 20 km to feeding areas. Breeds in colonies of up to 10 000 pairs in reeds or trees, usually with other egrets, herons, cormorants and ibises. (Veereier)

BLACK HERON

Egretta ardesiaca
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50–60 cm; 280–380 g A small, slate-black egret, darker than Slaty Egret and ad. of vagrant Little Blue Heron, with black legs and orange-yellow toes (not dull yellow or greenish legs). Often uses its wings to form an ‘umbrella’ over its head, possibly shading water to attract small fish. Ad. has slate-coloured nape, back and breast plumes, which are pronounced in br. season; toes red at start of br. season. Juv. is slightly paler, lacking plumes. Voice: Deep ‘kraak’. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad at lakes and marshes; occasionally estuaries. Breeds colonially (up to 20 pairs) in reeds or trees, usually with other herons, egrets, cormorants and ibises. (Swartreier)

LITTLE BLUE HERON

Egretta caerulea
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64–70 cm; 300–400 g Rare vagrant. A medium-sized heron with a black-tipped, pale grey bill; legs and feet greenish grey. Ad. blue-grey, with darker, purplish head and neck. Juv. is white; easily confused with Little Egret (p. 62), but has yellowish-green legs and a distinctive two-tone bill. Imm. has odd grey feathers, appearing mottled. Voice: Harsh ‘thrrrr’ when disturbed. Status and biology: Nearctic-br. vagrant that winters in central and S America; at least 4 records from wetlands on the west and south coasts. Some individuals have remained for several years. (Kleinbloureier)

SLATY EGRET

Egretta vinaceigula
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48–58 cm; 250–340 g A dark grey egret with a diagnostic, rufous throat. Slightly smaller than Black Heron, with greenish-yellow (not black) legs and feet; does not use its wings to shade water when feeding. Eyes yellow (black in pre-br. birds). Juv. paler, lacking head and breast plumes; legs greenish grey. Voice: Heron-like squawks and alarm ‘krrr krrr krrr’. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Localised resident and nomad at marshes and along vegetated lake shores. Breeds sporadically in colonies of up to 200 pairs, often with Rufous-bellied Herons and Dwarf Bitterns (p. 66), either in reeds or small trees. (Rooikeelreier)

RUFOUS-BELLIED HERON

Ardeola rufiventris
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38–40 cm; 300 g A small heron with a sooty head and breast, and rufous belly, wings and tail. Skulking; normally seen only when flushed. In flight, bright yellow legs and feet contrast strongly with dark underparts. Bill greyish yellow with black tip; pre-br. birds have red lores and legs. Female duller, with pale throat. Juv. dull brown with buff streaking on breast and throat. Voice: Heron-like ‘waaaaak’. Status and biology: Fairly common resident in n Botswana; uncommon migrant and nomad elsewhere. Occurs in dense marshes and flooded grassland. Breeds singly or in small colonies in reeds or low trees, often with other small herons. (Rooipensreier)

SQUACCO HERON

Ardeola ralloides
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42–46 cm; 250–350 g A small, buff-and-white heron, with a heavy, dark-tipped bill. At rest, appears mostly buff and brown, with white underparts. In flight, white wings and tail are prominent; could be confused with Western Cattle Egret (p. 62), but is smaller and more compact, with broad, rounded wings. Br. ad. has blue lores and base to bill, elongate crown feathers and yellow legs (red in pre-br. period). Non-br. ad. has dark brown streaking on body and greenish-yellow bill; legs duller. Juv. has grey-brown body with heavier streaking, but usually not as boldly streaked as non-br. Malagasy Pond Heron. Wings mottled brown, belly pale grey. Voice: Low-pitched ‘kruuk’, and rattling ‘kek-kek-kek’. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad along vegetated margins of lakes, pans and slow-moving rivers; skulks in long grass, sitting motionless for long periods. Breeds in small colonies in reeds or low trees, often with other herons and egrets. (Ralreier)

MALAGASY POND HERON

Ardeola idae
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45–48 cm; 280–380 g Slightly larger than Squacco Heron, with a heavier bill. Br. plumage, seldom seen in Africa, is completely white. Non-br. ad. is dark brown (not buffy) above, with broader and darker streaking on throat and breast than Squacco Heron; also tends to show a sharper contrast between streaked breast and white belly. Juv. duller, with brown mottling in wings. Voice: Loud ‘kruuk’, similar to Squacco Heron. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Very rare, non-br. winter visitor to Mozambique and e Zimbabwe from Madagascar. Occurs along vegetated lake shores, often in more open areas than Squacco Heron. (Madagaskar-ralreier)

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON

Nycticorax nycticorax
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54–60 cm; 500–700 g A stocky, compact heron with a heavy, blackish bill, reddish eyes and yellow legs. Ad. distinctive: black crown, nape and back contrast with grey wings and tail, and white underparts. Juv. is grey-brown, with white spotting above; underparts whitish, with dark brown streaks. Bill yellowish, with dark tip. Larger than juv. Green-backed Heron, with shorter, deeper bill. Juv. smaller than Eurasian Bittern; plumage colder grey-brown, lacking black streaking and barring. Yellow bill, spotted (not streaked) back, small cap and paler eyes distinguish it from juv. White-backed Night Heron. Voice: Harsh ‘kwok’ in flight. Status and biology: Common resident, nomad and migrant at lakes, rivers and rocky shores. A bird ringed in Europe was recovered in Mozambique. Roosts communally in reeds or trees during the day, flying out at dusk to feed. Breeds colonially (up to 1 000 pairs) in trees or reeds, usually with other herons, egrets, cormorants and ibises. (Gewone Nagreier)

WHITE-BACKED NIGHT HERON

Gorsachius leuconotus
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50–56 cm; 400–500 g A night heron with a large, dark head, conspicuous pale eye-ring, rufous neck and white throat. Generally appears much darker than Black-crowned Night Heron. In flight and during display, dark back and wings contrast with a small, white back patch. Bill black, with yellow base to lower mandible; eyes dark red-brown; lores yellow (blue in pre-br. birds); legs yellow. Juv. is paler brown above with a streaked neck and white-spotted wing coverts. Has black (not yellow) bill and larger dark cap than juv. Black-crowned Night Heron; mantle plain. White back develops with age. Voice: Sharp ‘kaaark’ when disturbed. Status and biology: Uncommon resident at slow-moving rivers overhung with dense vegetation. Easily overlooked; roosts by day in dense cover; more nocturnal than Black-crowned Night Heron. Breeds singly on a low branch overhanging water. (Witrugnagreier)

EURASIAN BITTERN

Botaurus stellaris
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65–75 cm; 1–1.3 kg Larger than juv. Black-crowned Night Heron, with tawny, heavily streaked plumage, a black crown and broad, conspicuous moustachial stripes. Typically remains in dense cover; more often heard than seen. Flight owl-like, with bowed, rounded wings. Juv. is less heavily marked above, with reduced black cap. Voice: Deep, resonant, 3–5-note boom, similar to grunting of a distant lion. Status and biology: Rare resident and local nomad in extensive reed beds, sedges and flooded grassland. Breeds singly. (Grootrietreier)

LITTLE BITTERN

Ixobrychus minutus
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25–30 cm; 120–150 g A tiny, rather pale heron. Pale upperwing coverts contrast with dark flight feathers in flight (lacks uniformly dark upperwing of smaller Dwarf Bittern). Male has greenish-black back and crown; female browner above, with striped foreneck. Migrant, Palearctic-br. I. m. minutus is slightly larger and paler than resident I. m. payesii, which has more rufous face and neck. Juv. is more heavily streaked below; smaller and more buffy than Green-backed Heron, with greenish (not yellowish) legs. Voice: Short, barked ‘rao’, every few seconds when displaying. Status and biology: Uncommon resident and local nomad and Palearctic-br. migrant, mainly in reed beds. I. m. payesii breeds singly or in loose colonies. (Kleinrietreier)

DWARF BITTERN

Ixobrychus sturmii
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26–30 cm; 130–170 g A tiny, dark-backed heron with a rather broad neck; appears almost rail-like in flight. Ad. is dark slaty blue above and buff below, with broad, dark stripes running down throat onto breast and belly. Bill blackish, with pale green base to lower mandible. Legs yellowy green, but orange in pre-br. period. In flight, easily mistaken for Green-backed Heron unless underparts are visible. Juv. is paler, with upperparts scalloped buff; breast more rufous with finer streaking. Voice: Barking ‘ra-ra-ra-ra-ra...’ in display, otherwise silent. Status and biology: Uncommon intra-African br. migrant, following seasonal rains. Occurs at lakes and ponds surrounded by grass and trees, also in mangroves. Breeds singly or in loose colonies. (Dwergrietreier)

GREEN-BACKED (STRIATED) HERON

Butorides striata
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40–44 cm; 200–230 g A small, dark heron with an erectile black crown. Stands motionless in characteristic, hunched posture; bobs and flicks tail when alarmed. Ad. has dark, grey-green back and upperwings and paler grey underparts; black, wispy nape plume is not usually visible. From behind, back is greener and more scaled than Dwarf Bittern, and underparts are plain grey (not heavily streaked). Bill and legs yellowish, but in pre-br. period bill is black and legs orange-red. Juv. is brown above, finely spotted whitish; buff below with dark brown streaks. Fledgling has pink-orange legs. Voice: Sharp ‘baaek’ when flushed. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad at sluggish rivers overhung with trees, lake shores (often in rocky areas), mangroves and rocky shores. Breeds singly or in loose colonies. (Groenrugreier)

STORKS

Large wading birds with long legs and necks. Bills usually dagger-like. Most species at least partly aquatic. Sexes alike; juvs distinct. Breed singly or colonially.

BLACK STORK

Ciconia nigra
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95–110 cm; 2.5–3.2 kg A large, glossy black stork with a white belly and undertail. Larger than Abdim’s Stork, with black (not white) rump and lower back, red (not greenish) bill, and red face and legs. Juv. is browner, with olive-yellow bill and legs. Voice: Silent except on nest, when loud whining and bill-claps are given. Status and biology: Uncommon and decreasing resident and nomad at lakes, rivers, estuaries and lagoons; population around 1 000 pairs. Breeds singly on a cliff ledge; often reuses the same nest sites for many years. (Grootswartooievaar)

ABDIM’S STORK

Ciconia abdimii
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76–81 cm; 1.1–1.6 kg A rather small, black stork with a white belly and undertail. Smaller than Black Stork, with white (not black) lower back and rump, and greenish (not red) bill. Face is blue; legs are grey-green, with pink ankles and feet. In flight, shows less leg projection than does Black Stork. Juv. is duller and browner. Voice: Usually silent; weak, 2-note whistle at nests and roosts. Status and biology: Common intra-African migrant that breeds in the Sahel. Occurs in grassland and fields, often in large flocks and frequently with White Storks. Gathers in large numbers at termite emergences. (Kleinswartooievaar)

WOOLLY-NECKED STORK

Ciconia episcopus
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80–90 cm; 1.6–1.9 kg A glossy black stork with a diagnostic, woolly, white neck, white belly and undertail coverts (which extend to tip of black tail, tail appearing all-white from below). In flight, has white rump and lower back. Juv. is dull brown; black forehead extends further back on crown. Voice: Harsh croak; seldom uttered. Status and biology: Fairly common resident and intra-African migrant found at wetlands, often along rivers and streams; also mangroves, coastal mud flats and reefs. Attends grass fires. Solitary or in pairs, seldom in flocks. Breeds singly or in loose, small colonies of up to 5 pairs; nesting with increasing frequency in suburban Durban and Pietermaritzburg; nests in a large tree, usually overhanging water. (Wolnekooievaar)

WHITE STORK

Ciconia ciconia
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100–120 cm; 2.4–4 kg A large, mostly white stork with black primaries and secondaries. In flight, white tail differentiates it from Yellow-billed Stork. Bill and legs red, but red legs often appear white because birds excrete on them to cool down. Juv. has darker bill and legs; back and wing coverts tinged brown. Voice: Silent except on nest, when loud whining and bill-claps are given. Status and biology: Common, Palearctic-br. migrant in grassland and fields; occasionally at shallow wetlands. Numbers fluctuate between years depending on rainfall elsewhere in Africa. A few pairs breed in W Cape, building large stick platforms in a tall tree or on a building. Nests often reused, but added to each year, and may reach up to 2 m high. (Witooievaar)

YELLOW-BILLED STORK

Mycteria ibis
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95–105 cm; 1.2–2.4 kg A white stork with black flight feathers and a long, slightly decurved, yellow bill. Differs from White Stork in flight by its black (not white) tail. Br. ad. has naked, red facial skin and pink-tinged wing coverts and back. Juv. is brownish above, washed grey-brown below, becoming whiter with age. Head is mostly feathered, and facial skin, bill and legs are duller. Voice: Normally silent except during br. season, when it gives loud squeaks and hisses. Status and biology: Common resident and partial intra-African migrant at lakes, rivers and estuaries. Feeds with partly open bill, stirring up bottom sediments with its feet, characteristically spreading one wing while foraging. Breeds colonially (10–50 pairs), often with other storks, herons, egrets, ibises and cormorants, building a stick platform in a tree. (Nimmersat)

SADDLE-BILLED STORK

Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis
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145–150 cm; 5–7 kg A very tall, black-and-white stork with a diagnostic, red-and-black-banded bill with a yellow ‘saddle’ at the base. In flight, wings are strikingly black and white. Male has brown eyes (female yellow), a small, yellow wattle (absent in female) and more black on wing in flight. Juv. is grey, with a brown head and neck; lacks yellow ‘saddle’ on bill. Flight feathers greyish, and leading edge of wing dark. Voice: Normally silent except for bill-clapping during display. Status and biology: Uncommon resident and nomad at freshwater dams, lakes and rivers. Usually solitary or in pairs. Breeds singly in a large platform nest on top of a tree; sometimes on top of an old raptor’s nest. (Saalbekooievaar)

MARABOU STORK

Leptoptilos crumeniferus
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130–150 cm; 4.5–8.5 kg A huge stork with a grey, blade-like bill, a naked head and a pendulous throat pouch. In flight, head is tucked into shoulders, and dark grey wings contrast with white body. Juv. has head and neck covered with sparse, woolly down. Voice: Low, hoarse croak when alarmed; claps bill when displaying. Status and biology: Fairly common resident or local nomad in savanna, grassland and at wetlands; often around towns, scavenging at refuse dumps and abattoirs. One recent irruption (2009) saw birds as far out of range as the sw W Cape. Up to 30 pairs breed colonially, building stick platforms in tall trees. (Maraboe)

AFRICAN OPENBILL

Anastomus lamelligerus
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74–90 cm; 700–1 200 g A rather small, all-dark stork with an ivory-horn bill that has a diagnostic wide, nutcracker-like gap between the mandibles. Ad. has glossy sheen to plumage. Juv. is duller and browner, with pale feather tips; fledges without noticeable bill gap, but this soon develops. Voice: Croaking ‘honk’, seldom uttered. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad at freshwater lakes and dams; occasionally irrupts well outside its normal range, with exceptional numbers recorded in 2010. Feeds mainly on freshwater snails, using its peculiar bill to extract the snails from their shells. Breeds colonially, occasionally up to 100 pairs. (Oopbekooievaar)

HAMERKOP

A monotypic family confined to Africa and Madagascar. Sexes alike; juv. resembles ad.

HAMERKOP

Scopus umbretta
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50–58 cm; 400–600 g A dark brown, heron-like bird with long, black legs, a heavy crest and a flattened, boat-shaped, black bill. Hammer-shaped head profile is diagnostic, but often obscured when neck retracted and crest rests on its back. Flight buoyant, often gliding and soaring; could be confused with a raptor. Voice: Sharp ‘kiep’ in flight; jumbled mixture of querulous squawks and frog-like croaks during courtship. Status and biology: Fairly common resident at lakes, dams and rivers. Nest is a huge, domed structure of sticks, with a small side entrance, usually built in a sturdy tree or on a cliff ledge. (Hamerkop)

GREBES

Small to medium-sized diving birds, with rounded bodies and very short tails. Feed by pursuit diving, propelled by lobed toes. They routinely raise their back feathers after surfacing and orient their backs towards the sun for passive heating; sleek down feathers just before diving to expel air and reduce buoyancy. Legs well back on body; clumsy on land. Build floating nests from aquatic vegetation. Sexes alike, but most species have br. and non-br. plumages. Juvs have striped heads. Ads often carry small chicks on their backs.

GREAT CRESTED GREBE

Podiceps cristatus
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45–56 cm; 500–750 g A large, long-necked grebe. Ad. has distinctive, dark double crest and rufous-edged ruff ringing sides of head. Ruff of non-br. birds is smaller and paler. In flight, appears long and slender, with neck extended and legs trailing; wings long and thin, with conspicuous white secondaries and lesser coverts. Juv. has black-and-white-striped head; lacks crests and head ruff. Voice: Barking ‘rah-rah-rah’, also various growls and snarls. Status and biology: Locally common resident on large lakes and pans; rarely in estuaries and sheltered bays. (Kuifkopdobbertjie)

BLACK-NECKED GREBE

Podiceps nigricollis
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28–33 cm; 300 g Slightly larger than Little Grebe and appears more elegant thanks to its longer, more slender neck, more angular head and longer bill with an upturned tip. Eyes bright red. Br. ads have golden ear-tufts, black head and throat, and chestnut flanks. Non-br. ads and imms have white cheeks, throat and flanks. On water, sits with back higher than, or level with, rump; its steep forehead is a useful identification feature. Preening birds often roll over, flashing white belly. Voice: Seldom calls, but gives mellow trill during display. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad at lakes, pans and sheltered coastal bays (mostly in Namibia). Often in flocks. Breeds erratically, usually colonially. (Swartnekdobbertjie)

LITTLE GREBE (DABCHICK)

Tachybaptus ruficollis
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23–29 cm; 120–190 g A small, compact grebe with a pale, fleshy gape flange. Bill short and relatively deep; head rounded. Br. ad. has rich chestnut sides to face and neck; non-br. ads duller. Juv. has black-and-white-striped cheeks. On water, sits with rump higher than back. Voice: Distinctive, whinnying trill, frequently given. Status and biology: Common resident on lakes, dams and other freshwater bodies; rarely in estuaries and sheltered bays. Apparently flies at night to locate new wetlands. (Kleindobbertjie)

DUCKS AND GEESE

Water birds with flattened bills that feed by diving, dabbling or grazing ashore. Three toes are webbed for swimming. Plumage fully waterproof; flight feathers moulted simultaneously, resulting in 3–4-week flightless period. Males appreciably larger than females (except whistling ducks), and differ in plumage in some species. Chicks precocial; usually with ads, but some feathered chicks and young juvs can pose identification problems.

WHITE-FACED WHISTLING DUCK

Dendrocygna viduata
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44–48 cm; 550–900 g A dark brown duck with a diagnostic, white face and throat (sometimes stained brown), chestnut foreneck and blackish belly. Much darker on neck and breast than Fulvous Whistling Duck, with finely barred flanks and blackish vent. Appears all-dark in flight apart from the white face. Juv. has a dirty-brown face. Voice: Distinctive 3-note, wispy whistle, ‘whit we-weeer’. Status and biology: Common resident and nomad at freshwater lakes, lagoons and adjacent grassland, often in large flocks. Feeds on land and in water; occasionally dives for up to 10 seconds. (Nonnetjie-eend)

FULVOUS WHISTLING DUCK

Dendrocygna bicolor
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43–50 cm; 600–900 g Structure similar to White-faced Whistling Duck, but with a golden-brown head, breast and belly, a white vent, a dark line down the back of the neck, and conspicuous white flank stripes. In flight, the creamy uppertail coverts contrast with the dark brown wings, rump and tail. Juv. is paler than ad., and lacks buff scaling on mantle. Voice: Soft, 2-note whistle. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad at freshwater lakes and dams. Feeds mainly in water; dives for up to 20 seconds. (Fluiteend)

WHITE-BACKED DUCK

Thalassornis leuconotus
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38–42 cm; 560–700 g A fairly small, compact duck with a large head and characteristic humped back; sits low in the water, appearing somewhat grebe-like. Plumage is barred buff and dark brown, with a white spot at the base of the bill; the white back is only visible in flight. Voice: A low-pitched whistle, rising on the second syllable. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad found at wetlands with water lilies or other floating vegetation. It is an excellent diver; spends much of the day roosting, with its head tucked into its scapulars. Usually in pairs or small groups, but pairs remain together even when in larger flocks. (Witrugeend)

AFRICAN PYGMY GOOSE

Nettapus auritus
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30–33 cm; 230–320 g A tiny duck with distinctive orange breast and flanks, a white face and dark greenish upperparts. Male has bright yellow bill and lime-green neck patch, neatly edged black. Female and juv. duller, with indistinct head markings. In flight, has a large, white wing patch formed by the inner secondaries and greater coverts; underwing coverts blackish. Often sits motionless among floating vegetation. Voice: A soft, repeated ‘tsui-tsui’. Status and biology: Locally common resident at freshwater lakes with floating vegetation, especially Nymphaea lilies. Breeds in a hole in a tree or cliff, usually near water. (Dwerggans)

SPUR-WINGED GOOSE

Plectropterus gambensis
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75–100 cm; 2.5–7 kg A large, black goose with variable amounts of white on the face, throat, belly and forewings; white on head and body is most extensive in northern populations, much reduced in southern birds. Bill, face and legs pink-red. In flight, its large size and white forewing separate it from Knob-billed Duck. Sexes alike, but males are much larger, with more extensive facial skin and wattles; facial skin brighter and head knob swollen in br. male. Juv. duller and browner; lacks bare facial skin, and white on forewing reduced or absent. Voice: A feeble, wheezy whistle in flight. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad at wetlands and nearby grassland and fields. Feeds mainly on land, but flies to water to roost and moult. Often in large flocks, frequently with Egyptian Geese. (Wildemakou)

KNOB-BILLED DUCK

Sarkidiornis melanotos
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56–76 cm; 1–2.5 kg A large duck with a speckled head and contrasting blue-black and white plumage. Wings black. Male has a rounded knob on the bill, which enlarges during the br. season. Female is smaller, with no bill knob and a paler patch on the lower back. Juv. is duller, with dark speckling on the breast, belly and flanks and a pale supercilium and dark eye-line. Could be confused with female Garganey (p. 82), but is much larger and lacks scaled breast and flanks. Voice: Whistles, but usually silent. Status and biology: Locally common nomad and intra-African summer migrant at pans and lakes in woodland and along larger rivers. Feeds in water and on land, including in old croplands. Breeds in a tree hole or old Hamerkop nest. (Knobbeleend)

EGYPTIAN GOOSE

Alopochen aegyptiaca
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60–75 cm; 1.5–3.5 kg A large, goose-like duck; mostly buffy brown with a dark brown face, neck ring and breast patch. Larger and longer necked than South African Shelduck; also stands more erect, and, in flight, the white secondary coverts have a thin, black subterminal bar. Juv. is duller, only developing brown mask and breast patch after 3–5 months; forewing greyish. Voice: Male gives hoarse hisses, female a grunting honk; both honk repeatedly when alarmed or taking flight. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad at wetlands and adjacent grassland and fields; also suburban areas and sheltered bays on the coast. Often gathers in large flocks when not br. Nests in a shallow scrape on the ground, in a tree hole, an old bird’s nest or even on a flat rooftop. (Kolgans)

SOUTH AFRICAN SHELDUCK

Tadorna cana
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60–65 cm; 900–1 800 g Smaller than Egyptian Goose, with a shorter neck and legs, and a more horizontal stance. Plumage warm russet and brown. Male head grey; female has a white face (extent of white varies considerably). In flight, both sexes have white forewings lacking a black line across the secondary coverts (as present in Egyptian Goose). Juv. is like male but duller, with head suffused brown and dusky-brown upperwing coverts. Voice: Nasal honk; male voice deeper. Status and biology: Endemic. Common resident and local nomad, feeding mainly on terrestrial vegetation, but gathering to roost and moult at freshwater lakes and dams. Often with Egyptian Geese. Nests in holes in the ground, especially old aardvark burrows. (Kopereend)

YELLOW-BILLED DUCK

Anas undulata
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52–58 cm; 700–1 150 g A dark brown duck with a distinctive, bright yellow bill with a black saddle. Sexes virtually alike; male has brighter speculum and all-black lower mandible. Pale feather edges give it a scaled appearance at close range; scaling less distinct in juvs. Structure similar to African Black Duck; told apart in flight by blue-green (not purple-blue) speculum narrowly edged with white, and grey (not white) underwings. Voice: Male gives a rasping hiss; female quacks. Status and biology: Common resident and nomad at freshwater lakes, ponds and flooded fields; also lagoons and estuaries. Often in flocks. Feeds mainly by dabbling or up-ending in shallow water. Hybridises with introduced Mallards (p. 82); some hybrids resemble Yellow-billed Duck apart from their orange (not blackish) legs. Also occasionally hybridises with Red-billed Teal (p. 80). (Geelbekeend)

AFRICAN BLACK DUCK

Anas sparsa
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48–58 cm; 780–1 200 g A dark, sooty-coloured duck with white speckles on the back and orange legs. Darker than Yellow-billed Duck, with a blue-grey bill with a blackish saddle and pinkish base. Appears long-bodied when sitting on the water. In flight, the purple-blue speculum, bordered white, is bluer than that of Yellow-billed Duck, and the underwing is whitish (not grey). Juv. is paler, with a whitish belly and less brightly coloured legs. Voice: Female quacks in flight; male gives high-pitched, peeping whistle. Status and biology: Fairly common resident along streams and rivers; less frequent on ponds and dams. Feeds by dabbling or up-ending, mainly at dawn and dusk. (Swarteend)

CAPE SHOVELER

Anas smithii
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48–54 cm; 450–750 g An elongate duck with a long, black, spatulate bill. Both sexes have finely speckled grey-brown plumage. Male has a paler, greyer head than female, with a darker bill, paler yellow eyes, brighter orange legs, and more prominent blue-grey upperwing coverts. Female and juv. are darker and less rufous than vagrant Northern Shoveler (p. 82), especially on the head and neck, and have a smaller and darker, slate-grey bill lacking any orange tinge along the margins. Wings make distinctive whirring noise on takeoff. Voice: Female quacks; male makes a soft, rasping call. Status and biology: Near-endemic. Common resident and local nomad at freshwater lakes and ponds, often in flocks. Feeds mainly in shallow water, filtering water and mud with bill lamellae. (Kaapse Slopeend)

SOUTHERN POCHARD

Netta erythrophthalma
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48–51 cm; 550–950 g A fairly large, dark brown duck. Male glossy, with paler, chestnut-brown flanks, a pale blue bill and bright red eyes. Shape very different from Maccoa Duck (p. 80), with a more slender bill. In flight, both sexes have a distinct, white wingbar extending onto the primaries. Female is dark brown with pale facial patches, one at the base of the bill, the other a crescent extending behind the eye. Juv. resembles female, but lacks the white facial crescent. Voice: Male makes a whining sound; female quacks. Status and biology: Common resident and local nomad at lakes and dams, preferring areas with deeper water. Mainly feeds by diving (for up to 18 seconds), but also dabbles and grazes. (Bruineend)

RED-BILLED TEAL

Anas erythrorhyncha
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43–48 cm; 400–850 g Readily identified by its dark cap, pale cheeks and red bill with a dark saddle. Larger than Hottentot Teal, with red (not blue) bill and plain, whitish cheeks lacking dark smudges. Told from Cape Teal by its dark cap and darker brown (not grey) plumage. In flight, has warm buff secondaries and lacks an iridescent speculum. Female has a broader black bill saddle than male. Voice: Male gives a soft, nasal whistle; female quacks. Status and biology: Common resident and nomad at freshwater wetlands. Feeds mainly by dabbling in shallow water. (Rooibekeend)

CAPE TEAL

Anas capensis
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44–48 cm; 350–520 g A pale grey duck with a rather plain, bulbous-looking head, bright red eye and pink bill with a black base and bluish tip. In flight, it has a dark, greenish speculum bordered by white. Easily distinguished from Red-billed Teal by its pale head that lacks a dark cap; wing patterns quite different. Sexes alike; juv. is duller, with narrower, pale feather margins. Voice: A thin whistle, usually given in flight. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad at fresh or saline wetlands, especially saltpans, lagoons and sewage works. Mainly feeds in shallow water, dabbling or up-ending, but occasionally dives. (Teeleend)

HOTTENTOT TEAL

Anas hottentota
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32–36 cm; 200–280 g A tiny duck with a dark crown, cream cheeks and distinctive, dark smudges extending from the ear coverts down the neck. Much smaller than Red-billed Teal, with a blue (not red) bill. In flight has a green speculum (brighter in male) with a white trailing edge, and a black-and-white underwing. Juv. is duller. Voice: Gives high-pitched quacks on taking flight, but generally silent. Status and biology: Locally common resident and nomad at freshwater wetlands, favouring areas with emergent or floating vegetation. (Gevlekte Eend)

MACCOA DUCK

Oxyura maccoa
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48–51 cm; 550–800 g A stiff-tailed duck with a characteristic, dumpy body, short neck and broad, deep-based bill. Br. male has a chestnut body, black head and blue bill. Female and eclipse male are dark brown, with a pale stripe under the eye and a paler throat, giving the head a striped appearance (but lacks pale crescent behind eye of female Southern Pochard, p. 78). Sits low in the water, often with its stiff tail cocked at a 45° angle. In flight, the upperwing is uniform dark brown. Voice: A peculiar, nasal trill. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Uncommon resident and nomad at freshwater lakes, dams and lagoons. Sometimes dumps its eggs in nests of other ducks and coots. Feeds mainly by diving (for up to 22 seconds). (Bloubekeend)

INTRODUCED AND VAGRANT DUCKS

At least 3 Palearctic-br. ducks that migrate into Africa during the N hemisphere winter occasionally reach s Africa. However, ducks are popular ornamental birds, and frequent escapes of captive birds occur, making it hard to distinguish genuine vagrants. One escapee, the Mallard, has established feral populations in several areas, where they pose a threat to native species through hybridisation.

GARGANEY

Anas querquedula
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37–41 cm; 300–550 g Br. male has a large, white supercilium and black-and-white, lanceolate back feathers. The brown breast is sharply demarcated by the white belly and pale grey flanks. Female and eclipse male have a pale supercilium and dark eye stripe. Differ in shape from female Maccoa Duck (p. 80) and juv. Knob-billed Duck (p. 76). In flight, both sexes have pale blue forewings and green speculums superficially similar to Cape (p. 78) and Northern Shovelers. Voice: A nasal ‘quack’, and some harsh rattles. Status and biology: Rare, Palearctic-br. migrant to lakes and marshes, mainly in the north of the region. Feeds by dabbling and up-ending. (Somereend)

NORTHERN PINTAIL

Anas acuta
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50–65 cm; 600–1 200 g Br. male is striking, with a dark, chocolate-brown head, a white stripe running down the side of the neck to the white breast, lanceolate back feathers and long central tail feathers. Female and eclipse male are speckled tan and brown, with a blue-grey bill, a long, slender neck, plain buffy face, and a brown speculum with a white trailing edge. Tail pointed in both sexes. Voice: Male gives a soft, nasal honk; female quacks. Status and biology: Very rare, Palearctic-br. summer visitor to freshwater wetlands, mostly in Zimbabwe; most winter in n Africa. Also some escapees. (Pylsterteend)

MALLARD

Anas platyrhynchos
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50–64 cm; 850–1 400 g Introduced from Europe. Br. male has a glossy, bottle-green head, white ring around the neck and chestnut breast. Females and eclipse males superficially resemble Yellow-billed Ducks (p. 78), but are paler brown with a horn-coloured bill and a dark line through the eye. The domesticated form of Mallard is larger, with a heavy ‘bottom’ and has a khaki (not grey) back. Voice: Male gives a rasping hiss; female quacks. Status and biology: Feral populations derived from escapees occur at some wetlands and are subject to management controls. Regularly hybridises with Yellow-billed Duck, rarely with African Black Duck and Cape Shoveler (p. 78). (Groenkopeend)

NORTHERN SHOVELER

Anas clypeata
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44–52 cm; 350–550 g Male in br. plumage is unmistakable, with a green head, white breast and chestnut belly and flanks. In flight, has a powder-blue forewing. Female and eclipse male are dull rufous brown, paler and warmer than Cape Shoveler (p. 78), especially on the head and neck; bill heavier, longer and more spatulate. Female has white edges to tail and orange bill margins. Voice: Male gives a nasal ‘crook, crook’; female quacks. Status and biology: Palearctic-br. vagrant to inland water bodies; most records probably are escapees. (Europese Slopeend)

EXOTIC DUCKS

Escapees from captive wildfowl collections are sufficiently regular to warrant inclusion in this guide. In addition to the species illustrated here, several others have been recorded. A seemingly wild Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix at Cape Town has been mooted as a possible genuine trans-Atlantic vagrant. Other regularly recorded species include Black Cygnus atratus and Mute C. olor swans and Brazilian Teal Amazonetta brasiliensis. A feral population of Mute Swans in the s Cape died out in the 1980s. No distribution maps are presented for these species because their occurrence is dictated by the distribution of waterfowl collections rather than by biology and geography.

TUFTED DUCK

Aythya fuligula
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40–47 cm; 1–1.4 kg Male black, with white lower breast, belly and flanks, striking yellow eyes and blue-grey bill with a black nail; diagnostic drooping crest on hind crown. Male in eclipse plumage has reduced crest and greyish flanks. Female is browner overall (with brown flanks); crest reduced; some show patch of pale feathers at base of greyish bill. In flight, both sexes have a broad, white, upperwing bar; told from Southern Pochard (p. 78) by its mostly pale (not blackish) underwing coverts. Voice: Usually silent. Status and biology: Palearctic-br. migrant that reaches Nigeria and Kenya. Vagrancy to s Africa is possible, but records are probably all escapees. (Kuifeend)

COMMON SHELDUCK

Tadorna tadorna
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62 cm; 800–1 450 g Both sexes have red bills (brighter in male, with fleshy knob at base when br.) and glossy, dark green heads and upper necks, contrasting with white lower necks and upper breasts. Mantle and broad breast band are chestnut; underparts mostly white, with black band running from middle of breast band to belly. In flight, white coverts contrast strongly with dark flight feathers. Voice: Male gives low-pitched whistling, female gives a rapid ‘ga-ga-ga-ga-ga’; mostly silent when not br. Status and biology: Palearctic-br. species that barely reaches sub-Saharan Africa. Popular as an ornamental species; s African records certainly are of escapees. (Bont Eend)

MANDARIN DUCK

Aix galericulata
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40–50 cm; 450–500 g Br. male’s elaborate plumage is diagnostic; elongated, orange tertials form ‘sails’ on its back. Female much duller; told from female Wood Duck by its narrow, white eye-ring and stripe behind eye (not a large, white eye patch and broader white stripe) and whitish (not black) nail on its greyish bill. Speculum greenish blue (more purplish in Wood Duck). Eclipse male resembles female, but retains red bill. In flight, dark upper- and underwings contrast with white trailing edge to secondaries; wings pointed and flight pigeon-like. Voice: Male gives whistled, wheezy ‘sheeooo’; female gives various quacking calls. Status and biology: Native to e Asia (where decreasing), but is a popular ornamental species that has been introduced in many parts of the world. Has bred in s Africa, but there is no evidence of a self-sustaining feral population. (Mandaryneend)

WOOD DUCK

Aix sponsa
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43–50 cm; 480–880 g Br. male has a distinctive greenish, mane-like crest, edged white, and white cheek-stripe and throat. In flight, upperwing dark, with bluish-purple speculum (more greenish in Mandarin Duck). Female much duller; told from female Mandarin Duck by its broader white eye-ring and white cheek patch, and black (not white) nail on greyish bill. Eclipse male resembles female, but retains pinkish-red bill and has more extensive white throat markings. Voice: Male gives a weak, ascending ‘tjeeeeee’; female gives a squealing ‘ooo-eeek’. Status and biology: Nearctic-br. resident and short-distance migrant. Vagrants have reached Iceland, but highly unlikely to reach s Africa. (Carolina-eend)

RINGED TEAL

Callonetta leucophrys
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37 cm; 190–360 g Male has a buffy-grey face with a narrow, black line extending over forehead and crown and curving around to form a narrow collar; bill blue-grey. Upperparts mostly chestnut and buff. Upper breast pinkish buff, speckled blackish; lower breast and belly white, with a black vent bar. In flight, green speculum contrasts with white secondary coverts. Female is a drab version of male, with browner upperparts and brown-barred underparts; face is brown and white, recalling female Southern Pochard (p. 78). Voice: Usually silent. Status and biology: Resident and short-distance migrant in Neotropical forest and woodland wetlands. Highly unlikely to occur as a vagrant, but occasional escapees recorded. (Ringnekeend)

RED-CRESTED POCHARD

Netta rufina
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56 cm; 830–1 300 g Rounded chestnut head and foreneck of male diagnostic; bill pinkish red. Hindneck, mantle, breast and vent black; flanks white. Female mostly pale brown, with darker brown cap extending below eye, and white cheeks, foreneck and vent; bill dark grey, tipped pink. Eclipse-plumage male resembles female, but bill is reddish pink. In flight, both sexes show pale underwings and a broad, white bar on the upperwing, superficially similar to Southern Pochard (p. 78). Voice: Usually silent. Status and biology: Palearctic-br. species that barely reaches sub-Saharan Africa. A popular, ornamental species, with scattered records of escapees in Zimbabwe and S Africa. (Krooneend)

VULTURES

Among the largest birds of prey, most vultures live by scavenging from animal carcasses. With wingspans between 1.4 m and 2.8 m, and deeply slotted primaries adapted for soaring in thermals, vultures spend much of the day flying at considerable heights, some species covering vast distances in search of food. Sexes alike in most species; juvs typically duller and darker, taking up to 6 years to acquire ad. plumage. The 3 Gyps vultures on this page, collectively known as ‘griffons’, are gregarious, nesting and roosting together and gathering to feed, sometimes in hundreds, at carcasses. Ads are readily identified, but juvs can be mistaken for each other.

CAPE VULTURE

Gyps coprotheres
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100–118 cm; 7.4–10.8 kg; wingspan 2.5–2.6 m Appreciably larger than White-backed Vulture; ad. has much paler, cream-coloured body and wing coverts, contrasting with darker tail and flight feathers. Eyes are yellow, face and throat bluish and there are patches of blue skin (not always visible) on either side of the base of the neck. Perched birds show a diagnostic line of dark spots on the wing, formed by dark centres to each greater upperwing covert. In flight, ad. appears pale from below with less contrast on the underwing than ad. White-backed Vulture, and the secondaries have a distinct dark terminal bar. Sexes alike. Juv. body and wing coverts are darker than ad., streaked with buff, becoming paler and less streaked with age; upperwing coverts lack dark spots, but are edged with white, producing a diagnostic pale line across upperwing. Underwing shows more contrast between leading and trailing edges than ad., but leading edge is never as white as in White-backed Vulture. Eyes dark brown; neck skin flushed pink. If flying with White-backed Vultures, its larger wingspan is evident. Voice: Silent, except at colonies and carcasses when it cackles and hisses. Status and biology: Endemic; VULNERABLE due to poisoning, shortage of food as well as electrocution and collision with powerlines. Range has contracted, but remains locally common in core of range. Roosts and nests on cliffs, ranging out over adjacent grassland and arid savanna in search of food. Scarce in well-wooded savanna; bush encroachment may have contributed to its extinction as a br. species in Namibia. (Kransaasvoël)

WHITE-BACKED VULTURE

Gyps africanus

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

90–100 cm; 4.6–6.6 kg; wingspan 2.1–2.3 m The most common vulture in savannas. Smaller than Cape Vulture. Ad. body and wing coverts range from buff to brown, variably streaked, but always darker than ad. Cape Vulture; greater upperwing coverts lack dark spots. If visible, its white lower back is diagnostic. In flight, whitish underwing coverts contrast strongly with darker flight feathers. Face and neck usually blackish; bill and eye blackish. Sexes alike. Juv. body and coverts darker and more heavily streaked with buff than ad. Underwing initially uniformly dark brown with narrow, white line along leading edge, this becoming progressively more extensive with age; lacks the whitish line across the upperwing coverts of juv. Cape Vulture. Voice: Silent, except at colonies and carcasses when it cackles and hisses. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Fairly common in savanna and open woodland, nesting and roosting on trees. (Witrugaasvoël)

RÜPPELL’S VULTURE

Gyps rueppellii
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95–107 cm; 6.8–8 kg; wingspan 2.3–2.5 m Intermediate in size between Cape and White-backed Vultures. Ad. has silvery-edged contour feathers that give it a diagnostic scaled or spotted appearance. Underwing appears uniformly dark (not two-tone like Cape Vulture and ad. White-backed Vulture); differs from juv. White-backed Vulture by scaled body and underwing coverts. Bill and eyes yellow. Sexes alike. Juv. has blackish bill and eyes; pale feather edges buffy and much narrower, appearing darker and streaked (not scaled); bill is black; neck reddish pink. Voice: Noisy hissing and cackling. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Vagrant from further north in Africa; solitary birds occasionally visit Cape Vulture colonies. (Rüppellaasvoël)

LAPPET-FACED VULTURE

Torgos tracheliotus
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98–115 cm; 4.5–8.5 kg; wingspan 2.6–2.8 m A very large, mainly black-plumaged vulture. Ad. has white leggings and a conspicuous white bar across the inner underwing coverts, which distinguishes it in flight from other dark-plumaged vultures. At close range, its deeply wrinkled, bare-skinned, dark pink head is diagnostic; bill is horn coloured. Sexes alike. Juv. is uniformly dark brown apart from white dappling on mantle; head pale pinkish. It is much larger than Hooded Vulture, but in flight, without the benefit of a size comparison, they can be confused; best distinguished by its much broader head. Voice: Mostly silent; high-pitched whistle when displaying. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Uncommon, in semi-arid savanna and desert. Arrives to scavenge at carcasses in ones and twos, occasionally in larger numbers; dominates other vultures at carcasses. Very susceptible to poisoning. Subject to vagrancy, with individuals known to move >1 000 km. (Swartaasvoël)

WHITE-HEADED VULTURE

Trigonoceps occipitalis
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92–96 cm; 3.3–5.3 kg; wingspan 2–2.3 m Strikingly coloured and patterned; mainly black plumage of ad. contrasts with the white head, belly and leggings. In flight from below, combination of white head, leggings and white line along the trailing edge of the underwing coverts is diagnostic. Female differs from male by having white inner secondaries and tertials. Angular head is white, with naked pink face; bill orange-red, with a pale blue cere. Juv. is uniformly dark brown with a dull white head; in flight from below shows a diagnostic (but rather indistinct) narrow white line along the trailing edge of the underwing coverts. Voice: Mostly silent; shrill whistles and chattering during interactions with other vultures. Status and biology: VULNERABLE. Uncommon resident, living in open savanna in widely spaced pairs; single birds or pairs join other vultures at large carcasses. (Witkopaasvoël)

HOODED VULTURE

Necrosyrtes monachus
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65–75 cm; 1.8–2.6 kg; wingspan 1.7–1.8 m A small, all-brown vulture with a small, ‘beaky’ head and slender bill. Ad. has crown and face bare-skinned, usually white, but flushing scarlet when agitated. At carcasses, its small size distinguishes it from other savanna vultures. In flight, the head shape is diagnostic and the flight feathers have a silvery edging, giving them a translucent appearance from below. Sexes alike. Juv. darker brown than ad., with greyish, down-covered head. Distinguished in flight from juv. Palm-nut Vulture (p. 90) by its slightly larger size and different head shape, and from juv. Egyptian Vulture (p. 90) by its rounded (not wedge-shaped) tail and broader wings. Voice: Mostly silent; gives a soft, whistling call at nest. Status and biology: ENDANGERED. Uncommon to locally common resident in well-wooded savanna. Scavenges at large and small carcasses, often joining other vultures to feed; dozens and occasionally hundreds gather to feed on large carcasses. (Monnikaasvoël)

BEARDED VULTURE (LAMMERGEIER)

Gypaetus barbatus
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110 cm; 5.2–6.2 kg; wingspan 2.6–2.8 m A very large, impressive vulture that has long, pointed wings and a long, wedge-shaped tail; restricted to mountainous areas. Ad. is mainly blackish brown above, with white feather shafts giving it a faintly streaked appearance; head, breast, underparts and leggings gingery orange; shaggy about the neck. The orange colour results from iron oxide pigmentation from soil and varies in intensity. Black facial mask ends in a short ‘beard’, visible only at close range. Sexes alike. Juv. is mainly dark brown with paler underparts; assumes ad. plumage through successive moults over 6 years. At all ages it is easily recognised in flight by its distinctive wing and tail shape. Voice: Mostly silent; a shrill whistling and chittering when displaying. Status and biology: Uncommon resident, living in widely spaced pairs in the Lesotho highlands and adjacent Drakensberg; range has contracted in last century. Typically seen on the wing. Usually solitary, but small numbers of juvs sometimes gather at carcasses. Scavenges bones from carcasses; swallows small bones whole and breaks open large bones by dropping them onto rocks. (Baardaasvoël)

EGYPTIAN VULTURE

Neophron percnopterus
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58–71 cm; 1.6–2.1 kg; wingspan 1.6–1.7 m A small, slender-billed vulture with a bare face and throat, and a long tail. Ad. is white, with black flight feathers; bare facial skin bright yellow, flushing orange when agitated; has a short crest on back of head. In flight, all-white, wedge-shaped tail and rather long, narrow wings are diagnostic. Sexes alike. Juv. is uniformly dark brown with a bare, grey-coloured face and throat. Wedge-shaped tail and long, very slender bill separate it from juv. Palm-nut and Hooded Vultures (p. 88); much smaller than juv. Bearded Vulture, with dark (not pale brown) underparts. Voice: Mostly silent; soft whistles, grunts and hisses when excited. Status and biology: Formerly a br. resident in E and W Cape; probably now extinct as a br. bird in the region, although occasional records of juvs in the company of ads suggest breeding may still occur. Scavenges on scraps as well as at mammal carcasses. (Egiptiese Aasvoël)

PALM-NUT VULTURE

Gypohierax angolensis
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60 cm; 1.4–1.8 kg; wingspan 1.3–1.5 m A small, stocky, short-tailed vulture. Ad. head, body, shoulders and primaries white (but body feathers are often soiled), with contrasting black secondaries and a short, black, white-tipped tail. Eye is surrounded by pink-coloured bare skin, brightening when agitated. In flight, the strikingly patterned black-and-white wings are distinctive. Sexes alike. Juv. entirely brown in first plumage; short, rounded tail and heavy bill distinguish it from juv. Egyptian Vulture; large head and heavy bill distinguish it from juv. Hooded Vulture (p. 88). Ad. plumage attained in 4 years; imms often appear mottled and scruffy, but told from juv. and imm. African Fish Eagle (p. 92) by white-tipped black tail (not white with black tip). Voice: Usually silent; ‘kok-kok-kok’ in flight. Status and biology: Very localised in the region; a small resident population restricted to east coast where the fruit of introduced Raphia palms provide its main food, although it also forages on carrion, scraps and small animals. Occasional birds move about widely, even reaching the S African west coast. Scattered records in the interior probably are vagrants from Angola and Zambia. (Witaasvoël)

AFRICAN FISH EAGLE

Haliaeetus vocifer
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63–73 cm; 2–3.8 kg; wingspan 1.9 m Ad. unmistakable; white head, breast and tail contrast with black and chestnut wings, back and underparts. Female larger and more extensively white on breast than male. Juv. is a motley looking brown-and-white streaked bird that is easily misidentified. The head is mostly white, streaked with brown, with a dark eye stripe; tail is distinctive – longer than ad’s, white with a broad, dark brown terminal bar. Gradually neatens with age, taking 4–5 years to acquire ad. plumage. Facial mask may lead to confusion with Western Osprey, but is much larger, with broader wings, and white tail with dark terminal bar. Voice: Ringing ‘kyow-kow-kow’ with head thrown back, given from perches or in flight; male’s call is higher pitched. Status and biology: Common resident; pairs live year-round in territories on large rivers, lakes, estuaries and lagoons. Preys mainly on fish, but also scavenges at carcasses, robs nestlings from heronries, catches ducks and other birds, and steals fish and other prey from storks, pelicans and other water birds. (Visarend)

WESTERN OSPREY

Pandion haliaetus
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52–68 cm; 1.25–1.85 kg; wingspan 1.5–1.7 m A slender, long- and narrow-winged raptor, usually associated with water, that is placed in its own sub-family. Its white underparts, dark brown upperparts and dark facial mask from the bill through the eye to the nape are distinctive. In flight, the pale underwing with black carpal patches is diagnostic at all ages. Female has a partial breast band (absent in male). Juv. similar to ad., but has pale-fringed upperpart feathers and dark-spotted crown. Facial mask may cause confusion with juv. African Fish Eagle, but Western Osprey has much narrower wings, white (not dark brown) thighs, and a brownish tail (not white with a broad, black terminal bar). Voice: Shrill whistles, but usually silent in s Africa. Status and biology: Uncommon Palearctic-br. migrant, mainly at coastal lagoons and estuaries, less frequently on inland waters (mainly in the north); regularly overwinters. One breeding record, KZN, 1963. Occurs solitarily, usually seen perched on a dead snag overlooking water. Feeds almost exclusively on fish, caught by plunging feet-first from up to 50 m in the air; sometimes hovers while hunting. Regional population <500 birds. Occurs widely in the Old and New worlds, but the Australasian population recently has been split as P. cristatus. (Visvalk)

BATELEUR

Terathopius ecaudatus
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55–70 cm; 1.9–2.9 kg; wingspan 1.7–1.8 m Ad. very distinctive and easily identified, both when perched and in flight; Juv. could be confused with other brown eagles. Ad. has contrasting black, white and chestnut plumage and bare red face and legs. Back, rump and tail usually russet, but 5–10% have back and rump partially or wholly cream. At rest, rear crown feathers are elongated, giving a slightly crested appearance. Sexes differ in wing pattern: males have a broad, black terminal band along the trailing edge, females have mostly white flight feathers (visible at rest as a paler panel in the folded wing) with only a narrow, black terminal band. In flight, ads have similar underwing pattern to ad. Jackal Buzzard (p. 106); distinguished by more elongated primaries, white (not blackish) underwing coverts and breast, and shorter tail. Juv. is dark brown, slightly scaled and darker on the back, with milky-green feet and legs and pearl-grey face. Tail longer than ad., but still short compared to juv. snake eagles and other brown eagles; further distinguished from these species by its dark underwings, brown (not yellow) eye and bare, grey facial skin. Ad. plumage acquired after 6–7 years. By 4 years, imm. is still all-brown; feet and legs pink, face yellowish; female wing pattern (narrow, white trailing edge) starts becoming visible. Voice: Usually silent; in aerial display gives a loud bark, ‘kow-wah’, and makes noisy wing beats. Status and biology: Common resident in savanna and open woodland, although increasingly confined to large, protected areas due to poisoning in agricultural lands. Pairs occupy territories year-round; juvs wander widely. Often seen on ground at waterholes. Spends hours each day on the wing in search of prey, gliding rapidly on stiffly-held wings, 50–150 m above the ground. Flight largely dependent on air-lift, so they are essentially grounded on rainy days. Preys on small mammals, birds, reptiles and occasional frogs, fish and insects; also scavenges, eating roadkills and drowned creatures; juvs commonly join vultures to feed at large mammal carcasses. (Berghaan)

LARGE EAGLES

These 3 species are the largest eagles in the region; impressive raptors with long, broad wings, deeply slotted primaries and feathered legs. Sexes alike or nearly so; females larger than males. Juvs differ from ads in plumage, gradually acquiring ad. plumage through successive moults over 4–7 years. Once adulthood is reached, these species live in pairs in large territories, defended year-round. Nest sites are reoccupied annually, often for decades.

VERREAUX’S (BLACK) EAGLE

Aquila verreauxii

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

[image: Image]

80–96 cm; 3–5.6 kg; wingspan 2 m A large eagle, characteristic of mountainous country; in flight, has a very distinctive wing shape, broadest in the secondaries and tapering towards the body. At rest, ad. is coal-black with yellow talons and cere; the white rump, white ‘V’ on the back, and pale panels in the outer wing are usually only visible in flight. Sexes alike; female slightly larger with tail more wedge-shaped than in male. Juv. is mottled brown and buff with a diagnostic rufous crown and nape and a dark face and throat; attains ad. plumage in 4 years. Voice: Rarely calls, but melodious ‘keee-uup’ when br. Status and biology: Locally common resident, especially in drier areas. Confined to hills and mountains where there are Rock Hyrax (its main prey) and nesting cliffs; occasionally nests on trees or pylons. Lives in pairs. Imms range widely before adulthood. (Witkruisarend)

MARTIAL EAGLE

Polemaetus bellicosus
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78–86 cm; 2.4–5.2 kg; wingspan 1.9–2.4 m A large, thickset eagle with a short crest. Ad. has dark brown head, upperparts and upper breast, with white underparts finely spotted with black. Much larger than ad. Black-chested Snake Eagle (p. 102), with broader wings and a shorter tail; underwings mainly dark brown (not white) and undertail finely barred (not white with a few dark bands). Female larger than male, and belly usually more spotted. Juv. much paler than ad., with mottled grey back and uniformly white head and underparts; told from juv. Crowned Eagle by its greyish-white (not creamy white) head and underparts, and finer dark barring on the flight feathers and tail. Imm. gradually attains ad. plumage over 5–7 years; dark brown eyes turn yellow after 3–4 years. Voice: Mostly silent; rapid ‘klooee-klooee-klooee’ in display. Status and biology: Uncommon resident in savanna, grassland, semi-desert and Karoo. Mostly encountered singly; spends much of the day soaring, sometimes at great heights; occasionally hovers. Preys on a variety of mammals, including hares, mongooses and small antelope, and large birds and reptiles, especially monitor lizards. (Breëkoparend)

CROWNED EAGLE

Stephanoaetus coronatus
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80–98 cm; 2.6–4.2 kg; wingspan 1.5–1.8 m A large eagle with broad, rounded wings, a long, broad tail and a short crest. Ad. is grey-black above, with a rufous-brown head and neck and heavily barred and mottled underparts. In flight, shows rufous underwing coverts and pale flight feathers with 1–3 contrasting black bars (not sex related); tail white with broad, black bars. Female larger than male and usually has darker underparts. Juv. has cream-coloured head and underparts and flanks have dark speckling; colour warmer than greyish-white juv. Martial Eagle, and has fewer, broader bars on flight feathers and tail. Imm. attains ad. plumage in 4 years. Voice: The most vocal eagle in the region, pairs calling year-round, often in unison. Calls in flight, a ringing ‘kewee-kewee-kewee’; male higher pitched than female. Nestlings and fledged chicks often call persistently, uttering a far-carrying ‘queee-queee ...’. Status and biology: Locally fairly common resident in forest and mature woodland. Lives in pairs that maintain lifelong territories. Preys on mammals, especially hyraxes, monkeys and small antelope. (Kroonarend)

BROWN EAGLES

This plate presents the first 2 of several brown-plumaged eagles found in the region. Given their general similarity, compounded by individual colour variation found in some species and a variety of transitional plumages between juv. and ad., identification is not always easy. Care is needed to check key distinguishing features. At rest, check tail barring, whether or not the tarsi are feathered, eye colour, gape length and presence of a crest. In flight, observe the extent of white areas in the wing, rump and tail, as well as the proportions of the head, wing and tail. But note that wing and tail shape vary depending on flight mode (e.g. gliding versus soaring).

WAHLBERG’S EAGLE

Aquila wahlbergi
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55–60 cm; 900–1 500 g; wingspan 1.4 m A small, rather variably coloured eagle with a short crest on the hind crown. Most individuals are uniformly warm brown; some are dark brown (appearing black at a distance), others are buff-brown or rufous-brown; 5–10% are pale morphs (‘blondes’), having a creamy-white head and underparts, and buff wings and back. Rare individuals are two-toned, with dark heads and paler bodies, or vice versa, or a cream-coloured crown and dark brown body, or contrasting pale flecking on darker plumage. In perched birds, the small size, upright stance and flat-topped head with a short projecting crest are good distinguishing features. In soaring flight, the relatively long, rectangular wings and long tail (mostly held closed) are diagnostic, giving the appearance of 2 planks crossed at right-angles. In darker individuals the flight feathers are paler than the coverts, giving a two-tone effect. Eye brown; cere, gape and talons bright yellow. Juv. like ad., but with pale fringes to upperpart feathers and smaller crest. Voice: Drawn-out whistle while soaring; yelping ‘kop-yop-yip-yip-yip’ when perched. Status and biology: Common intra-African migrant, breeding in summer (Aug–Apr) in well-wooded savanna. Found in widely dispersed pairs, except during migration. Preys on birds, small mammals, reptiles, frogs and invertebrates. (Bruinarend)

TAWNY EAGLE

Aquila rapax
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65–76 cm; 1.6–2.5 kg; wingspan 1.7–2 m A large, variably coloured brown eagle with a shaggy appearance, a heavy bill and long, broad wings. Most individuals are uniformly tawny coloured, but individuals range from uniformly pale buff to heavily streaked dark and light brown; the buff form is most prevalent in the arid west. Matches Steppe Eagle (p. 98) in size but has more massive bill and a shorter gape, extending only to below middle of eye (not to back, as in Steppe Eagle). Tail is unbarred or faintly barred (ad. Steppe Eagle’s tail is more heavily barred). Eye pale yellow. Juv. initially ginger-brown, fading to buff; paler than juv. Steppe Eagle; eye brown. Has less prominent, pale wingbars and rump than juv. Steppe Eagle. Takes 4 years to acquire ad. plumage; transitional plumages intermediate between juv. and ad. Voice: Seldom calls; sharp bark, ‘kyow’. Status and biology: Fairly common resident, especially in semi-arid savannas; scarce in arid grasslands and eastern Karoo, numbers and range decreasing outside conserved areas due to persecution and poisoning. Pairs defend territories year-round; imms range widely before adulthood. Preys on a wide range of small animals, but also scavenges, commonly joining vultures at large mammal carcasses; often pirates food from other raptors. (Roofarend)

BROWN MIGRANT EAGLES

These 3, similar-looking eagles are Palearctic-br. migrants that visit the region (one very rarely) during the austral summer. They are most likely to be confused with the resident Tawny Eagle (p. 96). Steppe and Lesser Spotted Eagles are highly nomadic and often occur in flocks (10s to 100s), although their abundances vary greatly between years. Any gathering of brown eagles is likely to be one or more of these species. Most birds reaching s Africa are juvs and the distinctive wing patterns these birds display in flight provide the best means of identification.

STEPPE EAGLE

Aquila nipalensis
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70–84 cm; 2–3.8 kg; wingspan 1.7–2.6 m A large, all-brown eagle; larger than Tawny Eagle (p. 96) but with a less massive bill that has a longer gape that extends to the back (not middle) of its eye. Sexes alike. Ad. dark brown with a finely barred tail (visible only at close range); eyes brown (yellow in Tawny Eagle). Most birds in s Africa are juvs or imms; these are paler than ad., with contrasting dark flight feathers. Juv. has pale windows in base of outer primaries, prominent pale bars along edge of upper- and underwing coverts, pale trailing edge to wing and tail, and pale uppertail coverts forming a distinct U-shaped band. Larger than juv. Lesser Spotted Eagle with broader wings and a longer tail; also has broader white lines on wing coverts. At rest, has shaggy leg feathers (not narrow, stove-pipe legs of Lesser Spotted Eagle). Voice: Silent in Africa. Status and biology: Locally common Palearctic-br. migrant to savanna areas. Often in flocks, especially at termite emergences. (Steppe-arend)

LESSER SPOTTED EAGLE

Aquila pomarina
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58–65 cm; 1.1–2.1 kg; wingspan 1.3–1.7 m A rather small, brown eagle only slightly larger than Wahlberg’s Eagle (p. 96). Sexes alike; most birds in the region are juvs or imms. Ad. uniformly brown, lacking the individual colour variation found in Wahlberg’s Eagle; best distinguished by its thin, tightly feathered tarsi (‘stove-pipe’ leggings) and lack of a crest. In flight it has broader, more rounded wings, a shorter, broader tail, and the underwing shows less contrast between coverts and flight feathers. When gliding, wings typically held bent down at the wrist. Juv. has pale tips to median and greater wing coverts, forming pale spots or bars on folded wing. In flight, juv. told from Wahlberg’s Eagle by the narrow, white line along the edge of the upper- and underwing coverts, a white crescent-shaped rump and paler inner primaries. Juv. plumage is similar to juv. of larger Steppe Eagle; best distinguished by its shorter tail, narrower white line across the underwing and less prominent white rump. Voice: Silent in Africa. Status and biology: Erratic, but sometimes abundant, migrant to savanna areas between mid-Oct and Mar; presence seemingly linked to rainfall. Often flocks with Steppe Eagles, frequently seen eating termites on the ground; also gathers in numbers to prey on nestling queleas. (Gevlekte Arend)

GREATER SPOTTED EAGLE

Aquila clanga
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60–70 cm; 1.5–2.5 kg; wingspan 1.5–1.8 m Rare vagrant, its occurrence in s Africa controversial, with 1 unconfirmed sight record from Nylsvley, Limpopo Province, and 1 bird satellite-tracked to s Zambia (although latter possibly a hybrid Greater x Lesser Spotted Eagle). Sexes alike. Marginally larger than Lesser Spotted Eagle, with typically darker brown plumage, broader wings and often a pale crescent-shaped line above the tail (like juv. Lesser Spotted Eagle). Juv. has prominent white spots on its upper wing coverts, a narrow, white line along the trailing edge of the greater upperwing coverts, pale trailing edges to the wing and tail, and a white ‘U’ on the uppertail coverts; underwing coverts darker than flight feathers (paler in Lesser Spotted Eagle). Imm. loses white spotting, but retains pale bar across wing and rump. Voice: Silent in Africa. Status and biology: Elsewhere in Africa it frequents savanna, is often found in flocks and preys on locusts. Possibly overlooked in s Africa given its similarity to Lesser Spotted Eagle, but all satellite-tracked Greater Spotted Eagles from outside the hybrid zone with Lesser Spotted Eagle have remained north of the equator. (Groot Gevlekte Arend)

SMALLER EAGLES

Four small to medium-sized eagles with feathered tarsi. Long-crested Eagle is a sluggish species that spends much of its time perched. The other 3, previously placed in Hieraaetus, are dashing hunters that catch much of their prey while on the wing. In addition to age-related plumage differences, identification of Ayres’s and Booted Eagles is complicated by several colour morphs.

LONG-CRESTED EAGLE

Lophaetus occipitalis
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52–58 cm; 810–1 300 g; wingspan 1.1–1.3 m A small, brownish-black eagle with a long, floppy crest. In flight, has conspicuous white panels in the outer wings, visible from above and below, recalling Verreaux’s Eagle (p. 94), but much smaller than that species and back is black (not white). Flight action is fast and direct on stiffly held wings, with shallow wing beats. Male has white leggings, female and juv. have brownish leggings. Ad. and juv. similar, differing in eye colour (yellow in ad., grey in juv.) and length of crest (shorter in juv.). Voice: High-pitched, screamed ‘kee-ah’ during display or when perched. Status and biology: Common resident in mature woodland, plantations and along forest edges, especially near water. Lone vagrants are regularly found outside the normal range. Lives in pairs, but usually encountered solitarily, often perched on a tall, dead tree, pole or other vantage point overlooking open ground. Preys mainly on rodents, hunting them from such perches; also takes reptiles, frogs, invertebrates and occasional birds. (Langkuifarend)

AFRICAN HAWK EAGLE

Aquila spilogaster
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60–68 cm; 1.2–1.7 kg; wingspan 1.3–1.6 m A medium-sized, black-and-white eagle. Ad. is brownish black above and white below, breast streaked with black. Sexes similar, but female typically is more heavily marked than male. In flight, primaries and secondaries are plain white with a broad, black trailing edge; from above has diagnostic whitish primary bases that form contrasting white panels in the outer wings. Larger than Ayres’s Hawk Eagle, with more boldly patterned wings and tail. Juv. brown above and rufous below, becoming black-streaked with age; easily confused with juv. Black Sparrowhawk (p. 118) but is larger, with longer wings and a shorter tail; also has pale panels in outer wing (smaller than in ad.); if seen close-up, the feathered tarsi are diagnostic. Voice: Seldom calls; whistled, musical ‘klee-klee-klee’. Status and biology: Fairly common resident in well-wooded savanna, extending marginally into arid areas. Lives in widely spaced pairs which defend permanent territories; pairs frequently perch together and hunt cooperatively. A rapacious hunter, it preys mainly on game birds, as well as small mammals and other birds. (Grootjagarend)

AYRES’S HAWK EAGLE

Aquila ayresii
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45–58 cm; 620–1 100 g; wingspan 1.2 m A small, dashing eagle. Ad. shows much individual variation, from an all-dark morph (rare) to individuals with lightly spotted underparts; commonest morph is intermediate; some individuals have a white head or a pale supercilium. Sexes alike. Resembles a diminutive African Hawk Eagle; when perched, best distinguished by its well-marked underparts and leggings; in flight, by absence of white outer panel in wings and more uniformly barred tail; heavily barred underwing distinguishes the dark morph from the dark morph of the Booted Eagle. Juv. has pale rufous head and underparts; in flight the heavily barred underwing distinguishes it from similarly coloured juv. Booted Eagle and African Hawk Eagle. Voice: Normally silent; shrill ‘pueep-pip-pip-pueep’ when displaying. Status and biology: Rare br. resident in the north, with non-br. ranging farther south, mainly in late summer (Jan–May). Usually solitary; br. pairs occur in mature woodland and forest edge. A rapacious predator, it preys mainly on birds, especially doves and pigeons, and occasional mammals. (Kleinjagarend)

BOOTED EAGLE

Aquila pennatus
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45–55 cm; 520–1 200 g; wingspan 1.1–1.3 m A small, unobtrusive, variably coloured eagle; all colour morphs have diagnostic white ‘landing lights’ on the leading edge of the wings where they meet the body. Ad. pale morph most common (80%): light brown head and upperparts contrast with creamy-white underparts; in flight, shows strong contrast between whitish underwing coverts and dark flight feathers. Dark morph is rather uniformly dark brown with slightly paler inner primaries visible in flight. Rare rufous morph has rufous underparts. In silhouette, told from Wahlberg’s Eagle (p. 96) by its broader wings and shorter, broader tail. Juv. like respective ad. morph but upperwing coverts, secondaries and tail feathers have paler edges. Easily confused with juv. Ayres’s Hawk Eagle, but flight feathers are much less heavily barred when viewed from below. Voice: Vocal when nesting, a high-pitched ‘kee-keeee’ or ‘pee-pee-pee-pee’; otherwise silent. Status and biology: Occurs widely, but sparsely outside of br. range (W Cape to s Namibia). Locally common (Jul–Mar) in nesting areas, rare elsewhere; local population augmented in summer by Palearctic breeders. Unobtrusive and easily overlooked, favouring perches on cliffs or trees; usually encountered solitarily. Hunts on the wing, sometimes in pairs, preying mainly on birds, but also reptiles, small mammals and termite alates. (Dwergarend)

SNAKE EAGLES

Large raptors with unusually large, broad heads and large, yellow eyes. Stance upright when perched. Labelled as eagles because of their size, they are more closely related to kites, and previously were known as harrier-eagles. As their name suggests, they prey primarily on snakes, which are swallowed whole; other reptiles and frogs are also eaten. Their unfeathered legs are armour-plated with hard, round scales to protect them from snake bites. Sexes alike, with very little size dimorphism; juvs and imms differ in plumage from ads.

BROWN SNAKE EAGLE

Circaetus cinereus
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70–75 cm; 1.6–2.4 kg; wingspan 1.6 m A large, uniformly dark brown eagle with striking yellow eyes, well-defined barring on the tail, and pale grey, unfeathered legs. In flight, from below, the dark brown underwing coverts contrast with the unbarred white flight feathers, distinguishing it from other brown-plumaged eagles. Sexes alike. Juv. dark brown like ad. but has some pale edging to back feathers and wing coverts giving it a slightly scaled appearance; also has scattered white flecks on underparts from feather bases showing through. Could be confused with juv. Black-chested Snake Eagle, but darker brown, with a more strongly barred tail; similar to juv. Bateleur (p. 92), but has a longer, barred tail and pale eyes. Voice: Generally silent; croaking ‘hok-hok-hok-hok’ flight call. Status and biology: Largely sedentary, but marked individuals known to move >2 000 km. Frequents well-wooded savanna, extending marginally into semi-arid areas. A solitary species when not br., lone birds typically encountered perched on high vantage points, especially dead trees and powerline pylons. (Bruinslangarend)

BLACK-CHESTED SNAKE EAGLE

Circaetus pectoralis
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63–68 cm; 1.2–2.2 kg; wingspan 1.8 m A medium-sized, dark brown-and-white eagle with typical snake eagle features of large head, large yellow eyes and bare, pale grey legs at all ages. From a distance, ad. may be mistaken for ad. Martial Eagle (p. 94), but white underparts are plain (not spotted); in flight, has mostly white (not dark brown) underwings. Similar to Brown Snake Eagle when seen from behind, but white underparts are diagnostic. Sexes alike. Juv. in first plumage is uniformly buff-brown, paler than juv. Brown Snake Eagle, with pale edging to body feathers giving scaled appearance. Acquires partial ad. plumage with progressive moults, showing some barring on flight feathers, mottled dark feathers on the head and back, and white belly, blotched with brown. Voice: Rarely calls; melodious, whistled ‘kwo-kwo-kwo-kweeu’. Status and biology: Widespread from mesic and semi-arid savanna to desert; resident in some areas, nomadic or a seasonal visitor in others. Usually solitary when not br.; sometimes in loose aggregations of dozens of birds, roosting communally or hunting aerially within sight of each other. Commonly hunts by hovering 50–100 m above the ground for minutes, then parachuting down onto prey; snakes are usually carried into the air and swallowed whole in flight. (Swartborsslangarend)

SOUTHERN BANDED SNAKE EAGLE

Circaetus fasciolatus
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54–58 cm; 920–1 100 g; wingspan 1.2 m A smallish, buzzard-like raptor. Main features are its large, rounded head, cinnamon-brown chest and strongly barred underparts, underwing flight feathers and tail. Ad. and Juv. distinguished from similar Western Banded Snake Eagle by having 4–6 (not 1) pale tail bars, with narrower dark terminal band. Legs and eyes yellowish. Sexes alike. Juv. is dark brown above and pale below, with dark streaks on the head, neck and upper breast; tail is more finely barred than ad. Voice: Harsh ‘crok-crok-crok’ and high-pitched ‘ko-ko-ko-ko-keear’. Often calls, especially in early morning. Status and biology: NEAR-THREATENED. Uncommon resident in eastern lowlands, frequenting forest, woodland and plantations, often near water. Unobtrusive and easily overlooked; usually solitary, perches quietly for long periods, often concealed within the foliage of a tree. (Dubbelbandslangarend)

WESTERN BANDED SNAKE EAGLE

Circaetus cinerascens
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56–60 cm; 1–1.2 kg; wingspan 1.2 m A smallish, buzzard-like raptor. Very like Southern Banded Snake Eagle, but with a darker belly, darker underwing coverts and a diagnostic single, broad, white central band across the dark tail, resulting in a broader terminal tail band, visible both in flight and at rest. Legs and eyes yellowish. Sexes alike. Juv. is pale below, with a dark-streaked head, neck and breast; best told from juv. Southern Banded Snake Eagle by broad, grey tail tip. Imm. is dark brown, with a broad, grey tail band. Voice: Loud, descending cawing notes; also high-pitched ‘kok-kok-kok-kok-kok’; a fairly vocal species, calling from perches and in flight. Status and biology: Uncommon, sedentary, and largely confined to riparian woodland associated with large rivers and wetlands. Occurs singly or in pairs; typically perches for long periods below the canopy of a tall riverine tree. Swoops down on prey, mainly snakes, which are brought back to a perch to eat. (Enkelbandslangarend)

MILVUS KITES

Long-winged raptors with long, forked tails and distinctive loose flight action, regularly twisting their long, shallowly forked tails. Wings held level, not canted up as in harriers, and are narrower than buzzards’, with bent wrists. Widespread generalists, allied to fish eagles. The 2 species in s Africa are treated as races by some authorities, but are genetically distinct and at least ads are readily separated. Sexes alike, females slightly larger than males.

BLACK KITE

Milvus migrans
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51–60 cm; 650–920 g Marginally larger than Yellow-billed Kite, with a paler, grey head, black (not yellow) bill (but cere yellow), pale yellow (not dark reddish) eyes and a less deeply forked tail. Juv. has darker brown face than ad., with a pale-streaked neck and breast, buffy feather margins to back, brownish eyes, and slightly less forked tail. Voice: Usually silent in winter quarters. Status and biology: A locally common, Palearctic-br. summer visitor, Oct–Mar. Occurs in a wide range of habitats from forest edge to semi-desert. Commonly in flocks, often mingling with Yellow-billed Kites; regular at termite emergences. (Swartwou)

YELLOW-BILLED KITE

Milvus parasitus
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50–58 cm; 570–760 g Slightly smaller than Black Kite; ad. has a dark brown (not greyish) head and bright yellow (not black) bill; eyes dark reddish (not pale yellow); tail more deeply forked. Juv. has buffy feather margins, black bill (cere yellowish), and less deeply forked tail than ad.; separated with difficulty from juv. Black Kite. Voice: High-pitched, shrill whinnying; seldom calls when not br. Status and biology: Common, intra-African br. summer visitor. Occurs singly, in pairs or in flocks; widely distributed in habitats ranging from forest edge to grassland; common in densely populated rural settlements; absent only from very arid areas. Feeds mainly by scavenging from the wing, swooping to take food items from the ground, or catching it in the air. Often fearless, snatching food from unsuspecting fishermen and picnickers. Scavenges roadkills and is attracted to fires and termite emergences. (Geelbekwou)

HONEY BUZZARDS

Despite their common name, the honey buzzards (Pernis) are more closely related to kites than true buzzards. Sexes alike, with little size dimorphism, but there is considerable individual variation in plumage. Separation from buzzards relies largely on structure.

EUROPEAN HONEY BUZZARD

Pernis apivorus
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52–60 cm; 680–810 g A small-headed, long-necked, buzzard-like raptor; its variable plumage often results in it being mistaken for other raptors, especially Steppe Buzzard (p. 108), juv. African Harrier-Hawk (p. 122) or a small eagle. At rest, its large, bright yellow eyes, thin, ‘beaky’ face, weak bill, grey cere and long neck all assist identification. Tail pattern is diagnostic: pale greyish brown with a broad, black subterminal bar edged with white and 2 narrower black bars close to the body (inner one mostly obscured by tail coverts). In flight, appears rather long-tailed and has loose flight action; glides with wings bowed down at wrist. Ad. plumage ranges from all blackish or brown to having white underparts barred dark brown or rare rufous morph. Sexes virtually alike. Juv. equally variable but has less distinct tail barring; eyes dark brown; cere yellow; best told from Steppe Buzzard by shape. Could be confused with juv. African Harrier-Hawk, but wings are not as broad and outer primaries are less deeply slotted. Voice: Generally silent; occasionally gives a high-pitched ‘meeuu’. Status and biology: Uncommon, Palearctic-br. summer visitor, Nov–Apr; occurs solitarily except on passage. An unobtrusive bird that frequents tall woodland, forest edge and plantations. Perches quietly for long periods in well-foliaged trees; often confiding. Attracted to wasps’ nests, preying on the larvae and pupae. (Wespedief)

BUZZARDS

Collectively referred to by their generic name (as ‘Buteos’), buzzards are thick-set, medium-sized hawks with broad wings and rounded tails. Two other species named buzzards (European Honey Buzzard p. 104 and Lizard Buzzard p. 114) are unrelated to the genus Buteo. All have bare tarsi, unlike most eagles. Jackal and Augur Buzzards are sister-species that have almost non-overlapping ranges; they may hybridise occasionally at the contact zone and are treated by some authorities as subspecies. Both are largely sedentary; br. residents in s Africa. Usually encountered singly or in pairs. Adults of both species occur in several colour morphs; juvs are mostly brown, and are best told from the smaller, brown buzzards (p. 108) by their broader wings and larger size; they acquire adult plumage in 2 years.

JACKAL BUZZARD

Buteo rufofuscus
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55–62 cm; 900–1 700 g; wingspan 1.2–1.4 m A large buzzard with a short, rounded tail and broad wings, widest in the secondaries. Ad. has black head, back and upperwing coverts. Underparts variably marked: most have a chestnut breast and blackish underparts and underwing coverts mottled and barred with white; tail uniformly rufous. Sexes similar in plumage: female has mottled black throat and upper breast; male has rufous or white on breast extending to throat. Individuals occur with mainly black breast and belly, others more extensively chestnut below. Occasional birds with all-white underbody, these distinguished (in flight) from ad. Augur Buzzard by having blackish (not white) underwing coverts. In flight, ad. can be mistaken for ad. female Bateleur (p. 92) but dark underwing coverts distinguish the buzzard, together with different shape and longer tail. Juv. is brown above; in fresh plumage, pale feather edges result in a slightly scaled appearance. Underparts uniformly warm rufous, sometimes lightly streaked; tail rufous-brown, finely barred dark brown. Juv. easily mistaken for brown morph Steppe Buzzard (p. 108) or rufous morph Long-legged Buzzard (p. 108); best told by broad wings and large, eagle-like head. During transition to ad. plumage, underparts, back and wings become mottled with ad. feathers. Voice: A yelping ‘weeaah-ka-ka-ka’, similar to call of Black-backed Jackal; male higher pitched than female; also a mewing call. Status and biology: Endemic, locally common resident in Karoo scrub, grassland and agricultural land; most numerous in hilly and mountainous terrain. Mainly sedentary, with some local movement of ads and juvs over a few hundred km. Solitary except when br., lone birds commonly encountered perched on utility poles alongside roads. When hunting, frequently hovers or hangs motionless on updrafts along ridges of hills; eats mostly small mammals and reptiles. (Rooiborsjakkalsvoël)

AUGUR BUZZARD

Buteo augur
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55–60 cm; 900–1 300 g; wingspan 1.2–1.5 m A striking, black-and-white buzzard with a chestnut-coloured tail. Ad. told from ad. Jackal Buzzard by white (not black-and-rufous) underparts. In flight, the largely white underwing (including underwing coverts) distinguishes it from the white-breasted form of Jackal Buzzard. Smaller than Black-chested Snake Eagle (p. 102), with plain (not barred) flight feathers and rufous (not black-and-white-barred) tail. Sexes similar, but female has a black throat, male a white throat. A black-fronted (melanistic) morph occurs in E Africa, but has not been recorded in s Africa. Juv. has a dark brown head, back and wing coverts; underparts whitish to buff, variably streaked with scattered dark brown and black feathers. Appears much whiter below than juv. Jackal Buzzard and flight feathers from below are more extensively barred. Larger and broader-winged than Steppe Buzzard (p. 108), with paler underwing coverts. Voice: A loud, barking ‘kyaah-ka-ka-ka-ka’ or ‘kow-kow-kow-kow’, quite different from that of Jackal Buzzard. Status and biology: Locally common resident of mountainous and hilly country in wooded savanna and semi-desert. Solitary or in pairs; usually perches on high vantage points from where it hunts for reptiles, small mammals and birds. (Witborsjakkalsvoël)

SMALLER BUZZARDS

The 3 similar-looking, brown-coloured buzzards below are easily confused due to considerable variation in plumage. Beware also juv. Jackal and Augur Buzzards (p. 106) and European Honey Buzzard (p. 104). Steppe Buzzard is the most abundant of the 3 species in summer, when it is common and widespread. Its resident look-alike, Forest Buzzard, is only likely to be encountered within its restricted range. Identification of all brown buzzards br. in the W Cape remains uncertain. The occurrence of Long-legged Buzzard in the region, rarely reported in Africa south of the equator, is controversial.

STEPPE BUZZARD

Buteo vulpinus
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46–52 cm; 540–920 g; wingspan 1.1–1.3 m The most common brown buzzard in the region; told from small eagles by its bare yellow legs. Sexes alike, but plumage is highly variable, from pale brown or greyish brown to rufous or almost black. In flight, brown underwing coverts contrast with paler flight feathers. Most, but not all birds, have a diffuse white breast band, resembling ad. Forest Buzzard, but typically have barred (not spotted or blotched) thighs, flanks and sides of breast. Juv. like ad. but more streaked below with yellowish (not brown) eyes and narrower terminal tail bar. Smaller than juv. Jackal and Augur buzzards (p. 106); in flight, wings narrower and less contrast between lesser and other underwing coverts. Voice: Gull-like ‘pee-ooo’; seldom calls in Africa. Status and biology: Abundant Palearctic-br. summer migrant, mainly Oct–Mar, with occasional birds overwintering. Mostly found in open country, avoiding very arid and forested areas. Solitary, except during migration when hundreds may move in loose groups using updrafts along mountain slopes. Frequently perches on utility or fence poles. Hunts mainly insects, rodents and reptiles from perches, but also soars and hovers. Some pairs of all-brown buzzards br. in W Cape may be this species. (Bruinjakkalsvoël)

FOREST BUZZARD

Buteo trizonatus
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45–50 cm; 510–700 g; wingspan 1–1.2 m Slightly smaller and more slender than Steppe Buzzard; most are whiter below, with irregular brown blotches (not bars) on the thighs, flanks and sides of breast. Greater and median underwing coverts typically are paler than those of Steppe Buzzard, making underwing coverts appear less distinct from flight feathers. Sexes alike. Juv. like ad., but underparts typically are more heavily marked, often with tear-shaped flank streaks. Smaller and whiter than juv. Steppe Buzzard; eye brown (not yellowish). Voice: Most vocal at the start of the br. season, a shrill ‘peeoo’; recently fledged juvs are vocal when begging for food from their parents. Status and biology: Endemic, locally common resident in forests and plantations, with some seasonal movement from s Cape to mountains in ne S Africa. Occurs singly or in br. pairs. Typically hunts for prey (rodents, birds, reptiles, etc.) from perches along forest edges. (Bosjakkalsvoël)

LONG-LEGGED BUZZARD

Buteo rufinus
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52–65 cm; 600–1 700 g; wingspan 1.3–1.6 m Larger than Steppe Buzzard; identification is confounded by considerable variability in plumage among both species. Best told by longer wings and tail and larger bill, but differences are subtle and hard to confirm without direct comparison of size and shape. The most common morph has warm brown upperparts with a whitish head, neck and breast, faintly streaked with brown, a darker brown rump and belly (never barred), and a diagnostic, unbarred, pale rufous tail that appears almost translucent in flight. The pale brown underwing coverts contrast more with blackish carpal patches and darker brown belly than is typical of Steppe Buzzard. The upperwings show more prominent pale bases to outer primaries than in Steppe Buzzard. Rare dark morph has broad terminal tail bar. Sexes alike. Juv. like ad., but darker, with tail finely barred; eye yellowish brown (brown in ad.). Wing beats are slow and deep. Voice: Largely silent in Africa. Status and biology: A Palearctic-br. summer migrant to n Africa; vagrants occasionally wander south of the equator, rarely into s Africa (<10 records). Solitary, in open grassland, arid savanna and semi-desert. (Langbeenjakkalsvoël)




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-11.jpg
T EFMAMJJIASOND





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-10.jpg
BBBBBBbbbbbbI

TFMAMJJASON





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0109-03.jpg
pale head
&neck

pale rufous,
unbarred tail

ad,
pale morph

Steppe Buzzard,
eamples of colour varabltiy for Size comparison





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0109-02.jpg
brownish
eye

mainly
white
fiont





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-08.jpg
bbbbbbbbbbbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-07.jpg
bbbbbbbbbbbb
Ldliituidiutoldi et






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0191-01.jpg
yellowish
base

narrow
bars

e
ad. non-br. E’:” ‘3?5
P >

greyish
underwings






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0191-02.jpg
broad
bars

g A
ad. non-br.
ad. non-br.
B ckish
underwings






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0191-03.jpg
long
tal

.

white
shoulder
patch

prominent
wingbar





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0191-04.jpg
white
tralling
edge

short,
orange
legs

upturmed
bill






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0224-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-06.jpg
T TR B Y





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-05.jpg
e
&






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0076-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0076-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0351-01.jpg
bold, white
supercilium

long bill

whitish
breast

Shore dark legs

primaries





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0351-02.jpg
emargination of
outer primary
differs (only
visible in hand)

short
primaries

dark
brown

legs





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0076-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0109-01.jpg
brown eye yellow eye

%" bored
Y, flanks
g

“‘\
ad.

examples of colour variability





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0076-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0076-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0076-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0076-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0351-03.jpg
long

dark primaries
brown

legs





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0076-05.jpg
TFMAMJJASOND





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0351-04.jpg
long
primaries





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0212-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-02.jpg
bb BIEEIEE





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0212-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0212-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-04.jpg
bbbb bBBBb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0212-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-07.jpg
bb BEEED





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0212-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0236-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0338-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0212-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0212-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0293-04.jpg
white

pale
Upperparts

dark races gt

pale races =

i&@





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0293-02.jpg
fully black
head

no black
belly
patch





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0293-03.jpg
black crown





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0293-01.jpg
plain head
&back





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-08.jpg
Fchurrrrrerrrerreerrr. chirrrrerrerr churrrrrrereererere chirrrrrrrrere,

Hz LR I LR R RN RN R RN R RRNINTRNRN NN

Saran T 5] 1EY T2





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-06.jpg
*qchop chop chop chop chop chop chop chop chop
iz T T 1 4 3R \ (I

T T 5]






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0110-06.jpg
bbbBbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0110-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0064-07.jpg
BBBbbbbhbbbbB|

TFMAMJJASOND





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0110-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0110-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-04.jpg
Chu koo CNU KOO CNITIIrrrrrrererrr
'YW Y R
4

Y T 153 Ly





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0110-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0110-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-02.jpg
good

lord

deliveeeerus

4

Lt LLTY

Ty





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-12.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-11.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0441-01.jpg
black
throat

white
wingbars





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-02.jpg
NE






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0441-02.jpg
greenish-
yellow

rump






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0441-03.jpg
bold, white
supercilium

grey
cheeks

//’p\afr\
breast

dark-cheeked

race





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0441-04.jpg
7

streaked
breast





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-05.jpg
1





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0441-05.jpg
heavy
bill

nraces

sulphurata





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-07.jpg
bbbb _bBBBBB
AL A





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-08.jpg
BbbbbbbbBBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0134-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0134-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-11.jpg
hlbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0134-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-12.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0134-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0248-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0134-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0134-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0134-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0134-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-01.jpg
"





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0387-01.jpg
undertail

paler
races

rather small
&slender






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0039-01.jpg
silvery
underwing






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0039-04.jpg
dark cap,
white
collar






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0039-02.jpg
pink bill
&feet






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0166-10.jpg
bbBBbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0039-03.jpg
long,
pointed
tail

dark
bill






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-07.jpg
E blbBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0314-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0387-05.jpg
whitish
supercilium

undertail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0387-04.jpg
bill base
pinkish yellow

4

diffuse
/ breast
| markings

undertail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0387-03.jpg
broad
supercilium






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0387-02.jpg
Dink base
tobil

undertail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0007-02.jpg
saso 34





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0007-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0200-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0200-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0200-00.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0200-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0178-05.jpg
bbbbbbBBBBBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0178-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0178-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0178-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0178-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0052-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0052-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0052-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0122-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0122-04.jpg
bb bBBBb






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0122-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0122-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0052-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0052-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0052-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0052-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0261-05.jpg
black &
white head

blue
tail with

streamers





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0040-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0326-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0399-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0408-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0326-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0399-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0326-00.jpg
- L] .





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0326-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0326-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0326-04.jpg
Rk,






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0261-04.jpg
reen
back

notail
streamers





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0399-05.jpg
olive forehead

arey
forehead






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0261-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0261-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0399-03.jpg
black
forehead






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0261-01.jpg
chestnut
back&
cap






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0399-04.jpg
pale eye





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0130-06.jpg
b _bbbbbbBBbb
e






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0445-03.jpg
white

primary
&tail tips





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0445-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0445-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0445-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-09.jpg
W B R





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0445-05.jpg
white
wingbars






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-07.jpg
bbbbBBbBBBBb
BT B S TR





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0096-03.jpg
BN | | DEEN






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0130-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0096-04.jpg
bBBBbbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0096-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0096-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0130-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0130-04.jpg
bbBBBb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0244-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0130-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0244-11.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0130-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0244-12.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0318-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0318-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0318-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0318-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0318-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0318-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0318-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0383-03.jpg
pink
throat

-~

white
outer tail






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0383-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0383-05.jpg
greyish

nape
heavily scaled
above

streaked
breast
band

plain
yellow
uUnderparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0383-04.jpg
plain
throat

golden-
yellow
wings






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0383-01.jpg
orange
throat





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0003-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0433-03.jpg
redeye
stiipe

pink belly
patch





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0433-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0433-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0433-06.jpg
dull red
rump.

barred
wings





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0433-05.jpg
redon
flanks
&tail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0433-04.jpg
grey flanks
&tail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0331-05.jpg
plain
wings

white-tipped
blackish
B vt





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0331-02.jpg
buffy-
orange
rump &
flanks,





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0027-03.jpg
black cutting
edge and
dark bill tip





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0331-01.jpg
grey-brown
fump & flanks






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0027-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0331-04.jpg
nowhite
wingbars

plain
)7 whitish
' breast

fusset
ump &
upper

tail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0027-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0331-03.jpg
white
wingbars

streaked
breast

buffy
breast

>

ovamboensis






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0421-01.jpg
yellow
frons

mottled
back g

br. 07

spilonotus

y br. 07
nigriceps





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0256-10.jpg
N ERE R





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0421-02.jpg
reddish
eye

black
frons
br. O





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0129-01.jpg
unbarred tail

wings extend
beyond tail tip

juv.

vite
it

underwing & ad.
undertail not pale morph
. barred





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0129-03.jpg
P bluish
pale head *gﬁ e

pale ump,
boldly barred

¢






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0129-02.jpg
head
uniformly
arey

underwing
barred; undertal
not barred

wings.
don't
reach tail
tip





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0421-03.jpg
A er‘

& xey s ?





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0421-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0421-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0421-06.jpg
large,
pale bill

brownish
breast





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0395-03.jpg
pure
white
flanks





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0395-04.jpg
yellow
morph





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0395-01.jpg
rufous

flanks o





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0395-02.jpg
pink
wash on
flanks





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0281-02.jpg
brown
frons (all)

underparts
(al)





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0281-01.jpg
no malar

underparts
(@l






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0186-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0375-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0186-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0375-02.jpg
rufous wing
panel

2





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0375-03.jpg
chestnut

spot

plain
back





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0375-04.jpg
rufous
wash

flanks
speckled
grey






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0375-05.jpg
long
supercilium

mottled
back

narow,
black
breast
band





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0186-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0186-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0281-05.jpg
rufous
breast





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0281-04.jpg
pink
breast





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0281-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0072-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0072-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0072-05.jpg
BBBBbbbbbbBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0072-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0268-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0059-05.jpg
long neck
&slender
wings






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0072-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0059-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0072-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0059-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0154-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0059-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0059-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0154-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0154-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0154-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0154-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0154-06.jpg
bbbbb bBBbbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0363-01.jpg
no russet
onwing





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0363-03.jpg
heavily
streaked
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0363-02.jpg
buff
vent






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0363-05.jpg
russet
back

pale face

faintl
sircaked
breast





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0363-04.jpg
lightly
streaked
breast





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0363-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0306-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0306-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0306-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0306-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0306-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0306-01.jpg
—— 0.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0306-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0306-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0318-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0198-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0198-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0198-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0060-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0198-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0198-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0142-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0142-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0142-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0142-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0142-03.jpg
o






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0142-04.jpg
BBBbbbbbbBEBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0142-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0142-08.jpg
Bbb bbbB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0060-03.jpg
&





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0060-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0060-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0060-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0060-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0060-06.jpg
BBbbbbbBBbbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0060-08.jpg
BBbblbbbbbBBE|

FMAMJJASOND





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0413-05.jpg
white
eyebrow

violet
tail






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0413-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0413-03.jpg
ellow §
elly &
flanks





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0413-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0413-01.jpg
shiny
green
above

nartow,
purple
band

o





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0413-06.jpg
whitish
vent





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-02.jpg
bbb b ___bBBBb






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0093-02.jpg
ad.

:

ad. 0"

white crown &

blackmask g
|

ad. @

juv.

dark carpal patch

long,
angled
wings





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0093-03.jpg
bare skin

4th year - sexual
differences
appearing

imm. 0™

juv.

short ta,

o i all-dark underwing





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0253-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0253-07.jpg
very deeply forked
tail usually held
closed






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0253-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0253-05.jpg
tail often
held
closed





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0253-02.jpg
‘normal’
tail

mottled
white throat
vent bar





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0253-03.jpg
square
tail






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0253-01.jpg
<

‘tailless’

mostly
white
below






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0310-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0024-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0024-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0024-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0024-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0024-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0093-01.jpg
tail white with
dark tip

V.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-06.jpg
bbb bbbb

TSN RN AT





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0024-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0024-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0150-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0149-03.jpg
black &
white
undertail






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0174-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0401-05.jpg
wedge-
shaped
tail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0149-02.jpg
chestnut
wing
coverts

plain,
sandy
Underparts






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0174-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0401-06.jpg
black
belly &
flanks






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0149-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0174-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0149-04.jpg
buffy
undertail

spotted
breast






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0174-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0149-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0174-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-08.jpg
LT T

L .






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0401-01.jpg
no
facial
mask






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0401-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0401-03.jpg
narrow,
dark
mask






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0036-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0174-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-04.jpg
bbb BBBb

TSN RN AT





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-06.jpg
bbbbbbbbbBBB
Lt sl





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0081-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0081-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0081-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0322-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0081-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0322-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0322-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0265-05.jpg
vellow
bill





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0322-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0322-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0322-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0265-02.jpg
brown

blue
breast






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0322-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0265-01.jpg
lilac
breast

pointed
outer

feathers

turquoise
crown






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0322-08.jpg
bbblb BEE00





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0265-04.jpg
pale
supercilium

heavy
stieaking





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0265-03.jpg
o tail
projections






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0378-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0105-01.jpg
greyish head,
outer bill black

tail has
shallow fork

shorter tail less
deeply forked





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0105-03.jpg
small, beaky
head

diagnostic tail
pattern

ad.

examples of
colour variability

A

W S
examples of colour variability

undertail patterns





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0105-02.jpg
4, all-yellow bill

deeply
forked tail

long, forked tail






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0289-02.jpg
lightly
streaked
back

rather
short bill





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0289-01.jpg
large, butt
superciium

heavily
scaled
back





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0228-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0289-06.jpg
streaked
flanks





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0228-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0289-05.jpg
very long
bill

streaked
flanks

Pty





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0228-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0289-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0228-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0289-03.jpg
arey nape
contrasts
with reddish-
brown back

s.races





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0228-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0228-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0228-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-09.jpg
bbBBBbbbbbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-06.jpg
bblbBBBBbbbblb
e

BBIBbbbblb






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-08.jpg
W R R R





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-01.jpg
NE






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0366-02.jpg
bb bbBBBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0290-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0437-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0437-04.jpg
pink bill






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0437-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0437-01.jpg
blackish,
vent






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-12.jpg
bbibbbblbBBBBE

FMAMJJASOND





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0437-03.jpg
pink bill






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0437-02.jpg
pink
crown

blackish
vent






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-11.jpg
BlbiblbbblbB BB BB

TFMAMIJIASOND





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-10.jpg
BBbbbblbbBBBE]

MAM!I/\S()NU





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0277-01.jpg
pink

le ear
% bill dark cap

coverts

pale
throat &
breast

pale-edged
wing
coverts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-08.jpg
Bbbbb b BB B





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0277-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0309-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0309-02.jpg
brownish
back

pale buff
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-04.jpg
5






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0309-01.jpg
arey
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-02.jpg
5






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0277-02.jpg
uniform
wing
coverts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0216-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0277-03.jpg
grey head,
dark malar
stripe

plain
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0277-04.jpg
reenish
ead

no
malar
stripe

lighth
staled
throat &
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0277-05.jpg
slender
bill

white
throat





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0354-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0354-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0354-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0354-02.jpg
Bbb L SbDB

R N 1.2





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-11.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0354-08.jpg
bbb bbBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0354-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0354-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0117-01.jpg
s
RS

broad tai : pole seeandanes rump,
bars secondaries
white

" pale wing
panel





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0117-02.jpg
fine tail
bars

rump
mottled





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0354-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0117-03.jpg
grey chest,

barred

belly
streaked chest,
barred belly

ad. typical ad. black
morph morph
(uncommon)





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0425-05.jpg
yellow
shoulder
&white
wingbar






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0204-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0425-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0425-03.jpg
red shoulder
lacks white,
wingbar






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0425-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0425-01.jpg
below red
shoulder






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0425-02.jpg
vellow

shoulder "
&rump






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0012-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0068-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-07.jpg
bbbb

TSN RN AR





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-08.jpg
bb bbBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-03.jpg
NE






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0309-07.jpg
blackish
white underparts
edging to
primaries





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0162-00.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0309-06.jpg
barred
undertail

black
primaries

arey
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0309-05.jpg
broad,
creamy-buff
cheeks

white
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0309-04.jpg
pale eye

tich
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0044-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0101-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0044-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0101-02.jpg
ad.normal
morph

ad. black
morph

(rare)





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0044-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0044-05.jpg
o





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0044-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0044-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0371-05.jpg
partial
collar

white

collar —

extensive frons

wingbar





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0044-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0182-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0182-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0182-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0101-01.jpg
long crest,
yellow eye

white wing
panels

white
leggings

dark
leggings





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0020-01a.jpg
frontal shield

rictal lappet

frontal bar





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0182-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0182-01.jpg
&






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0285-00.jpg
plain back t
&lertials small,

rufous
breast
streaks

longish
legs

Lo

G dp fp tp tp tp fp dptptip  tmmmmmm

[ T T





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0371-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0371-04.jpg
dark tail
with white
outers






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0285-02.jpg
heavily
streaked

streaked
flanks

1 "
i

'm‘

4 chleeep-chleep. trrterrere

Seconds LA 1)





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0371-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0285-01.jpg
bold white
supercilium






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0371-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0285-04.jpg
plain or
streaked
back

)W A

chee chee chee chee chimeesee

Seconds L 1)





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0285-03.jpg
finely
streaked or
plain back

KHz

PR JJJ"mmm...l

tio o te  tp tp tptptp

- Se—; Ty T





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0044-08.jpg
TE WA SOND





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0221-03.jpg
short tail

barred
breast






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0221-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0221-01.jpg
— plain
A, ek
¢ neck

il

plain
breast





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0221-02.jpg
plain pale






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0273-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0273-04.jpg
white ear stripe;
blackish head





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0273-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0273-02.jpg
yellow
forehead;
brown head






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0273-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0358-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0358-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0056-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0358-08.jpg
bbbb | bb
T W T )





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0358-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0358-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0358-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0358-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0113-01.jpg
no black
line

o

in worn
plumage

darktipped

\ \

45 tail bars, P

narrower

white rump

o= 3
e
white underwing

broad, dark Ebely

crescent





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0358-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0113-02.jpg
reduced dark

crescent

4
Streaked
%l\y

4 tail bars,
broad,
white
ump.

less dark
tipped

chestrut-
streaked

underwing
&belly





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0194-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0194-03.jpg
. f






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0194-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0302-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0194-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0194-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-07.jpg
bBBBBBbBb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0346-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0346-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0346-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0346-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0346-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0346-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0346-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0346-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0429-01.jpg
—

ad. O non-br.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0429-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0417-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0417-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0417-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0417-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0169-02.jpg
white
T coverts

white cheek;

black belly






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0169-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0169-01.jpg
grey
Coverts

,_/,W dark cheek;

Jjuv. white belly

A
)





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0169-04.jpg
a~ 2

. \ ’.
4 g
[ \
k3 "‘ts
T white face;
black breast
band






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0137-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0137-04.jpg
Jugularis

levaillantoides





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0137-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-09.jpg
S AN






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0137-02.jpg
rufous neck.
no moustachial
Stipe






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-05.jpg
s






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-03.jpg
s






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0020-01.jpg
lateral crown
crown stripe stripe

supercilium

eye stripe
ear coverts sub-moustachial stripe
malar stripe

moustachial stripe

eye (orbital) ring

nostril

culmen
upper mandible
nail

il
RHPl lower mandible

cutting

p
—
gape edge

gonys





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0334-00.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0020-02.jpg
scapulars.

tertials
lesser wing coverts

carpal joint

median wing coverts
greater wing coverts

primary wing coverts

primaries secondaries






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0020-03.jpg
nape
ear coverts
hindneck
side of neck

mantle
scapulars

back

rump

uppertail
coverts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0137-05.jpg
bold, white
superciliuim

bantam-like
tail

sephaena






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0208-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0088-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0088-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0088-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0170-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0088-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0088-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0088-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0405-03.jpg
ad. non-br.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0405-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0405-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0405-02.jpg
ad.non-br.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0405-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0405-06.jpg
yellow
eyering






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0170-06.jpg
bbbbbbbBBbbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0170-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0241-05.jpg
all-black
head





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0170-08.jpg
| bbBBbb

S - B





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0241-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0241-03.jpg
‘white
supercilium

streaked
foreparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0170-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0241-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0170-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0241-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0170-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0170-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0125-03.jpg
ad, fMd verylong
% wingswith
darkcoverts

ad.
pale morph

po g e g





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0391-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0125-02.jpg
uniformly buff
underparts.

variably
streaked
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0391-06.jpg
western
races






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0125-01.jpg
resident race
minor

migratory race
calidus

barred chest

allblack
head

white chest,
barred belly

white chest,
barted belly

tail fanned
when
soaring






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0391-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0391-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0417-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0297-00.jpg
dull

orange
ump -
diffuse
t breast
square tail | band

lacks pale
spots





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0297-01.jpg
orange ear
coverts

bold
streaking






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0297-02.jpg
striped ear
Coverts

diffuse
streaking





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0297-03.jpg
1ufous
throat

buffy
underving

coverts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0297-04.jpg
white
underwing
coverts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0297-05.jpg
dark cap
&red
nape






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0032-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0032-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0032-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0032-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0032-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0032-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0032-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0391-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0391-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-10.jpg
bbb bBBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-11.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-12.jpg
bbb bbbbbb

TSN RN AT





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-10.jpg
BBBbbbbBB| B





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-12.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-11.jpg
bbblblb BBBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0247-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0247-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0247-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0041-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0041-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-00.jpg
bbb bbBBBb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0041-04.jpg
brown
axillaries






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0041-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-02.jpg
Bbb bbbBB

TSN RN AT





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-10.jpg
bBBBEB b i)






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-11.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0179-01.jpg
broad

forehead

band
— * b
b g (}V

white
wingbar






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0179-02.jpg
narrow forehead
band






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0179-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-08.jpg
b BB

Bb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0362-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-12.jpg
BBBBbbbbBBbb
L





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0041-06.jpg
tunneyi

white

primary
bases

elegans






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0041-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-09.jpg
bbBBBbb | bbB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0180-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0350-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0180-04.jpg
bbBb _bbBBbb
e L L





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0350-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-08.jpg
bbbb bbBBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0180-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0180-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0350-08.jpg
.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-06.jpg
b

o






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0180-05.jpg
bbbbBBBb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0180-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-02.jpg
Bbbbb  BBBBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0350-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0350-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0350-02.jpg
BBbb bBBBBE






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0350-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0350-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0155-03.jpg
dark grey-
dakan upperwing
foreneck <

‘ ?






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0155-01.jpg
upperwing

displaying o





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0155-02.jpg
pale
arey
foreneck

upperwing

upperwing






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-07.jpg
BBBBEB b





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-08.jpg
bBBBB bbb

e ——-





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0260-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0430-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0386-10.jpg
bb bbBBBb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0429-03.jpg
bill red in east,
white in west

transitional O






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0429-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0429-05.jpg
short,
stubby bill

well-
patterned
back





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0259-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0259-02.jpg
ved bill

pale
belly






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0259-03.jpg
cinnamon
underwing
coverts






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0259-04.jpg
lack
back

underwing S
coverts ’

chestrut
belly

chestnut -





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0259-05.jpg
white ﬂ 2

collar
i
) 3

stiiped ~
inderparts O et






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0053-02.jpg
dark eye

short gular

ad. stripe

ad.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0053-03.jpg
mottled
wings

imm.
- -
dark
black sk

tertials






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0223-05.jpg
greenish
collar






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0305-04.jpg
green
Bock &
wings

green
head &
throat

ad.

plain
green
upperwing
&rump






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0053-04.jpg
pale
morph

pale morph

white-tailed
brown
morph

dark morph






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0223-04.jpg
"yl





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0053-05.jpg
well
defined
underwing
pattern

Ioed

chased by
frigatebird






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0223-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0305-01.jpg
yellow £
o p

y

yellow






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0305-03.jpg
black
head &
throat





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0053-01.jpg
pale eye

long
qular
stripe






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0305-02.jpg
greenish
mantle

y/
black V.
wing 17, 4 whitish

coverts 44" underparts,

lightly
streaked





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0223-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0223-01.jpg
heavily spotted
coverts

red legs
&feet





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-06.jpg
bbBBB





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-09.jpg
bb b _bbBBBb






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0111-03.jpg
ad.

white rump.
atal ages

ad.

white flashes

streaked
chest





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0111-02.jpg
white, unbarred
underwing

grey tail
&flight
feathers






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-05.jpg
NE






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0111-01.jpg
barred tail

pale bar
across
chest

barred tail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-06.jpg
| [bBBE

T T






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0123-01.jpg
variably

coloured,
light buff
10 rufous

white bar on
black tail

bare facial skin
flushes red or
yellow

narrow,
beaky'
head

juv. sub-ad.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-08.jpg
blbbbbblblblbbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0211-02.jpg
stubby

| il grey rump
/ (@l ages)

ad. non-br.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0211-03.jpg
N

black
underwing tip

shallow large, red bill
fork

ad. non-br.

e






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0211-04.jpg
deep fork

orange
B





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0349-05.jpg
whitish
throat

greyish-black
legs






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0211-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0349-04.jpg
flat

- forehead

supercilium

long,
slender
bill

grey legs

underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0349-03.jpg
short
supercilium

heavy bill

long
wings

buffy
underparts

pale greyish-
brown legs

pale greyish-
brown legs





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0349-02.jpg
streaked
back

streaked crown
broad, white
supercilium





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0123-02.jpg
white eyelids &

2 spots on nape.

]

variable amount
of white on
underparts

juv.

long-winged,
falcon-ike flight





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0349-01.jpg
broad,
yellowish
bill

bright yellow
underparts

dark grey
legs





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0028-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0398-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0409-01.jpg
dark,
mottled
underparts






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0028-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0409-02.jpg
pale,
streaked
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0028-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0409-03.jpg
+ plain, pale
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0409-04.jpg
uniform
pale grey
W' underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0028-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0097-02.jpg
examples of colour variability

eye yellow

ad. streaked
morph

ad. medium short gape ad. medium
morph 4 morph

juv. rufous
morph

juv. rufous , S
morph r‘\
ad. medium

= morph

juv. pale
morph juv. pale
pu. » S ad. pale morph

g





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-02.jpg
o






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0097-01.jpg
g browneye
short crest

examples of colour variability

dark-headed

W morph

buff morph

tail mostly
held
closed

pale morph

pale morph
lacks Western
Osprey’s dark
carpals






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-03.jpg
e






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0284-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0337-01.jpg
aige,
darkeye

plain face
with faint
dull usset malar stripe

rump & tail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0337-02.jpg
/ it

unstreaked malar stripe

back & front

broad,
blackish
tail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0337-03.jpg
black,
spotting

rufous.
belly to
undertail





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0337-04.jpg
rufous crown

long tail
(appears 'tatty)





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0167-01.jpg
rufous
hind
crown

black
trailing
edge






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0337-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0085-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0167-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0085-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0167-02.jpg
white
wailing
edge






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0085-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0167-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0085-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0167-04.jpg
streaked
lower neck
&upper
breast






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-04.jpg
NE





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-07.jpg
BBB






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0442-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0272-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0085-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0085-05.jpg
; B
.
‘;‘U‘





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0279-01.jpg
streaked

streaked
underparts
(ally





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0394-09.jpg
bb bbBBb






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0394-08.jpg
bbb _ bbbBBBb






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0279-03.jpg
capricorni

o

4/& i plain

Underparts

plain throat;
red malar stripe

necklace
'+ &upper
breast

plain brown
throat; white
malar stripe

spotted
‘ underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0394-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0279-02.jpg
blotched
underparts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-08.jpg
bbbb _bbBBBB






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0394-06.jpg
bbb b __bbBBb
o T T L





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0199-01.jpg
forked
superciium

long,
drooped bill
7 y

"4

- broad tip

ad. non-br. =






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0199-02.jpg
fong wings
project wiell
beyond tail

ad. non-br.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0199-03.jpg
ong wings
oroject well
beyond tai






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0199-04.jpg
tal projects
beyond
wings

Za

white
outer tail

ad. non-br.

ad. non-br.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0279-05.jpg
throat

$ Q speckled





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0279-04.jpg
grey
underparts,
finely barred
white





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0422-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0410-12.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0410-13.jpg
blblbibblbibBBIBBIb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0410-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0410-11.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0073-01.jpg
rufous.
ruff





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0073-02.jpg
orange
ear tufts





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0073-03.jpg
pale spot
chestnut

neck

ad. non-br.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0394-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0394-05.jpg
NE





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0394-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0410-14.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0394-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0410-15.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0106-03.jpg
\a——r -l






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0215-04.jpg
long bill






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0106-04.jpg
bBBBb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0215-05.jpg
uniform

dusky-grey
above

ad. non-br.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0215-02.jpg
white ump
&tail

—

ad. non-br.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0342-10.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0215-03.jpg
grizzled
| crown

imm.

- <y
white rump
&tail

ad.non-br.






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0215-01.jpg
plain grey
ump & tail

—






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0106-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0106-02.jpg
bb bBBBbbb
L AL





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0267-01.jpg
\{
- ‘
(] ;‘\‘
Not to scale 9
o juv.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0267-02.jpg
cream bill
&casque

black
trailing
edge






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-06.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0330-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-09.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-08.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-07.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-06.jpg
b bl biblbbb





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0267-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-05.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-04.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0267-03.jpg
grey bill&
casque

white
trailing
edge





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-03.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0267-04.jpg
blackish
bill






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0280-02.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0061-02.jpg
dark crown






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0061-01.jpg
chestnut
crown






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0409-05.jpg
unstreaked,
dullolive
Underparts






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0061-04.jpg
contrasting
Underwing
pattern






OEBPS/html/graphics/f0061-03.jpg
juv.

grey
underwing

ad.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0203-03.jpg
long,
thin bill

o

projecting
toes

juv.

ad. non-br.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0203-02.jpg
broad,
rounded bill

juv.
transitional
plumage





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0203-01.jpg
thin,

inted bil
pointed bill blackish
ump

ad. non-br.

) —

ad. non-br.





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0446-01.jpg





OEBPS/html/graphics/f0016-01.jpg
AYRES’ (WING-SNAPPING) CISTICOLA Cisticola ayresii -

9.am; 9 g Very short tail distinguishes this species from all other cisticolas, except Cloud Cisticola. Ayres'
Cisticola s slightly smaller and shorter winged, @€)) mantle feathers are distinctly darker; br. male has dark
ores and dull rufous crown. Non-br. male and female have longer tails, pale lores and well-streaked crowns
and napes. Juv. is duller; breast washed yell&) Voice: Males spend long periods displaying in summer,
cruising 30-50 m above the ground, repeatedly uttering 3-4 even-pitched notes, i siee sie si’or ‘sooey
s00ey s00ey’, sometimes preceded by 1 or 2 higler-pitched ‘chik’ notes; returns to the ground in a rapid
vertical descent making sharp clicks while divAdP Status and biology: Common resident in short, moist
grasslands, with some local movement to lower elevations in winter. Unobtrusive outside br. season, flying

far when flushed. (Kleinste Klopkloppie)
’ ; [BETblb! | | TblblblBlE]
CLOUD CISTICOLA Cisticola textrix BBt L bk

10.am; 11 Very short tail distinguishes this species from all other cisticolas, except Ayres’ isticola; they occur
together widely, but Cloud Cisticola's range extends further into more arid grasslands. C. . textrix (W Cape) has
diagnostic breast streaking. In other races, br. male is slightly larger and longer-winged than Ayres’ Cisticola
and has less dark mottling on mantle. Non-br. ad. has more streaking on crown and upperparts and longer tail
Juv. is duller, with breast washed yellow. Voice: Displaying male easily distinguished by its song. Spends long
periods in the air in summer, cruising 30-50 m up, every few seconds giving a short refrain of 3-5 soft notes
followed by 3-5 tongue clicks, 'so-si-si-s, clik-clik-cli-ci’; retuns to the ground in a rapid vertical descent,
making sharp clicks. Status and biology: Near-endemic. Common resident in short grassland, grazed fields
and lowland fynbos. Unobtrusive outside the br. season, flying far when flushed. (Geviekte Klopkloppie)

ZITTING CISTICOLA  Cisticola juncidis

11.an;9 g A widespread grassland cisticola. Similar in structure to Desert Cisticola, but appears warmer brown;
both sexes (in br. and non-br. plumages) have a rufous (not greyish-brown) rump and tail has a more prominent
dark brown subterminal bar; habitats overlap only marginally. Female like male, but upperparts have a more
fufous wash. Juv. more rufous and more streaked above than ad, yellower below. Voice: Male performs an
* = disolay fight 5-20 m up, uttering a single note at 1-second intervals, "o ik, on each dip;
* Atarm a rapid chik-chik-chik-chik..’. Status and biology: Common resident in

oo there are dense grass tufts. (Landerykloploppie)
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