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				Preface

				So you’ve bought a deck of tarot cards, memorized their basic meanings, and want to know what to do next. Or perhaps you have been using the tarot for years, but feel the need to expand your abilities, refresh your perspective, and take your interpretive skills to the next level.

				Tarot Prediction & Divination is designed to bring more depth and power to your readings as it takes you through the three dimensions of the Tarot: divinatory, therapeutic, and spiritual. 

				With fifteen original layouts, forty-five sample readings, and a series of unique correspondence charts, this book will teach you how to draw more insight from the tarot, making your readings more effective and profound.

				Most tarot decks come with small instruction booklets that provide a brief interpretation of each card. They feature the Celtic Cross and at best, two or three additional layouts. As a result, many tarot enthusiasts adopt only one reading method and stick with it. After a time, this can become repetitive, ineffective, and limiting. 

				This book presents fifteen new layout options to enhance your readings, taking you from beginner to advanced readings and offering spreads that are subject specific to the question at hand. Throughout this book, the term “querent” will refer to the person asking the question, whether it is you or someone you are reading for.

				Tarot Prediction & Divination’s purpose is to offer expanded meanings and insights that give more versatility to the art of tarot interpretation. Through the example readings included with each layout, you will learn how to extract the predictive, therapeutic, and spiritual messages hidden within the cards. As you combine all three dimensions of the tarot, you’ll be able to perform the most effective readings possible.

				Unique in its approach, this guide uses visual literacy as a means to awaken your psychic abilities. This means that you can read not only the predictive messages, but also the healing and spiritual aspects contained in each card’s image. You can read cards individually and/or as they relate to surrounding cards, finding a specific answer to your question.

				As you prepare to explore Tarot Prediction & Divination, my wish is that your own path to enlightenment—as well as your ability to help others—will be empowered by this illuminating book.

				Susyn Blair-Hunt, MsD

			

		

	
		
			
				Introduction

				The Role of Fortune Telling in Today’s World

				The term “fortune telling” often conjures up the image of a traveling carnival, or perhaps one of those seedy “Palm Readings” signs tucked away in an unsavory neighborhood. In truth, fortune telling takes many forms. Divination, psychic readings, and astrology are all practices that could fall under this general category, as they possess powerful transformative energies that can awaken and connect us to our spiritual centers.

				In today’s world, with so much going on around us, it’s easy to get stuck in life’s chaos. We operate on a physical plane, giving much credence to science, physics, and the tangible, which dulls our instincts. Unable to access or even trust our intuition, we can be overcome with fear at any given time. Fear is the great paralyzer, and, as portrayed in the Devil tarot card, can undermine our progress or make it impossible to connect with our spiritual selves and higher planes of being.

				This is where the art of divination (“fortune telling”) becomes essential. If we can gain affirmation and a sense of what is to come next or realize where we need to make changes, we can release our fears and relax. Once we do, Spirit will always bring us the answers we seek. Tarot’s ritualistic aspects can loosen the grip of fear created by misunderstandings or spiritual short-sightedness, guiding us forward in the most effective way possible.

				The tarot’s purpose is not simply to provide us with all the answers, however. Its images offer three distinct messages which, when applied together, can bring us to a new level of awareness, understanding, and spiritual peace. When the world is not working in the manner we expect or hope, it can affect us physically, emotionally, and spiritually. With an in-depth tarot reading, we can learn to rise above current circumstances to realize the higher purpose of our life experiences, and how they will move us one step closer to personal wholeness and our perfect destiny.

				Exploring the Three Faces of the Tarot: Divinatory, Therapeutic, and Spiritual

				What information can one access with the tarot? Each card contains three very different messages for us to consider. Primarily, these cards can be used for fortune telling or divination—that is—revealing information about the future. They can also be used for therapeutic healing; to divulge ways in which one can change one’s destiny and/or restore emotional well-being. Tarot is also a powerful tool for encouraging spiritual growth and awareness, revealing the higher purpose behind life’s challenges.

				When you are able to take all three faces of the tarot into consideration during your readings, you will discover a vast treasure of new meanings hidden within the cards. As you grow in skill and understanding, your tarot cards will reveal more and more to you. Whether you are looking for speciﬁc answers, greater understanding, or spiritual direction, each card can adapt to your concerns, and provide endless avenues of information for you to consider.

				As an example, let’s look at the first major arcana card, the Fool. In its most basic interpretation, this card predicts a journey, a fresh start, or a new beginning ﬁlled with possibilities. Depending on the querent’s focus—business, relationship, or ﬁnances—you will want to view the card as it relates to the topic at hand. With each new card you draw, the meaning of the initial card will expand and change. If your second card is the Ten of Swords, it is speaking to a delay or a short circuit in the querent’s plans and would in this case change the reading’s course. If someone is asking about a new career, these two cards together would indicate blocks to movement; if their question is about a new relationship and its long-term potential, these two cards combined would suggest it may be troubled early on.

				Taking these two cards to the next level, the therapeutic message is that the querent will need to look at his or her dreams more closely, to determine what needs to be changed within themselves before their new journey can begin. In the case of a new career, the querent may need to consider higher education, or they could be pursuing a career that is not in their best interest. In a new relationship, the querent should be cautioned to look for red ﬂags and to be true to themselves. If the relationship falls apart in its early stages, it may have something to do with blocks the querent is creating (whether intentionally or not), or the relationship itself simply may not “be in the cards.” Armed with this information, it will be easier for the reader to guide the querent’s focus back to him or herself. This way, the querent can determine what needs to change before moving forward or how to become empowered, allowing for a different outcome.

				Spiritually, the combination of the Fool and the Ten of Swords refers to blocks within oneself. The cards may be asking the querent to examine where he or she feels cut off from Spirit, possibly explaining why attempts at a new beginning continue to fail. Once the querent reestablishes a connection to Spirit, blocks will fall to the wayside and the person can begin pursuing his or her interests once again.

				Another example is the Four of Pentacles. In its predictive form, it can indicate holding onto something. One might be building a fortune in a somewhat miserly fashion, jealously keeping information, or physically putting on weight. On an emotional level, this person could be holding onto old ideas, hiding behind self-made walls, or isolating him- or herself. 

				As a spiritual card, the Four of Pentacles can indicate someone who is cut off from Spirit, one who refuses to share personal gifts with the world, or a person who moves through life feeling fearful or unprotected—a manifestation of being disconnected from the self.

				Further on, we will examine how each card expands and adjusts to the querent’s questions and the influence of surrounding cards. The reader can then learn how to extract the three meanings of each card to make it speak to any situation or question.

				Fate, Destiny, and Free Will

				People often attribute life circumstances to fate, destiny, or even karma. Does this suggest that everything in our world is beyond our control? What about the concept of “free will”?

				Metaphysically, there will always be events in our lives that are out of our control. How we view fate or destiny holds a direct correlation to our mental, emotional, and spiritual health. If we ﬁnd ourselves unable to accept or move in tandem with the world around us, we can begin to feel depressed, hopeless, or persecuted on some level. Our ability to trust in the wisdom of the Universe becomes compromised, and we begin to act in ways that promote more “bad luck”, or set us up for failure.

				Tarot can help us see the bigger picture, along with the higher purpose of what might appear on the surface to be unfortunate events. Most of us can recall a difﬁcult time in our past and acknowledge the gifts and growth that emerged as a result. With the tarot, we can discover beforehand the blessings that will come from our current struggles, making it easier to accept and move through them with greater trust.

				Free will suggests that we can change our destiny and our future; in many cases, the tarot can help us create this transformation. During a reading, a querent might discover there will be trouble if they take a certain path such as traveling during a certain time or quitting a job in the hopes that a new one will “magically” appear. The cards may warn against becoming involved with a certain person, or investing money in what appears to be a lucrative enterprise. When these situations arise, the querent will often have a choice to make—this is where the concept of “free will” comes into play.

				On a therapeutic level, one might have a history of failed relationships, or be unable to handle money properly. The tarot cards, along with the reader’s guidance, can point out certain habits or behaviors that may be contributing to these patterns. The cards themselves can identify the source of these habits, whether they began in a past life, were taught in childhood, or are based in a traumatic cycle the querent is subconsciously repeating. If the querent is ready to break these cycles and embrace free will as a means for change, the tarot cards can offer solid guidance, advice, and speciﬁc methods for direction.

				Spiritually, the querent may need to release control and turn problems over to the Universe for resolution. But first, the querent must agree to relinquish pre-conceived notions of free will, let go of ego-based desires, and rely on a higher source to correct current difficulties. In this case, the tarot cards offer direct guidance to the querent about how to let go and trust in Spirit to resolve personal struggles. 

				Visual Literacy

				Though it’s important to understand the cards’ basic meanings, visual literacy plays an important role in learning how to pick up their psychic messages. Depending on the tarot deck you use and the type of reading you perform, becoming visually literate will allow you to delve deeper into the messages specific to your questions. Because the images in each deck can vary, it is essential that you let the symbolic icons of each individual card speak to you.

				For example, if you are performing a channeling reading, you might notice a majority of the images drawn contain a common theme such as stars or animals (i.e. the dog who appears on the Fool card, or the lion depicted in the Strength card) that might suggest additional insights to explore. Perhaps the person you are channeling was an astronomer (stars or the Star card), or had a pet you should mention (the Fool, Strength, or Empress cards). Maybe this spirit went on an African safari at some point during his or her lifetime (suggested by the lion depicted in the Strength card). If these images stand out to you, do not hesitate to ask the querent if they carry specific meaning for the loved one you are channeling.

				Study the cards for images that speak to you. As you practice this method of reading, you may spot something you have never seen before, activating a new understanding or interpretation of the card.

				Once you become visually literate, you will be able to read the cards for any given situation. The tarot can address health issues, help one find a new career, determine the timing of events, or enable one to find lost objects or people. In the appendices, we will explore the endless variations of card meanings singularly and in combination with others, helping you adapt each card’s image or theme to the subject or question you are addressing.

				The Ever-Evolving Meanings of the Cards

				A card’s meaning will change and adapt to your readings depending on the focus of your questions and whether it is combined with additional cards. If your question is about health, for instance, card definitions will carry a different tone than if you’re asking about romance. In a health-related reading, a card from the suit of cups may indicate the querent needs to drink more water or suggest possible issues involving bodily fluids. For a love reading, these same cards would address emotions (see page 9 for a list of minor arcana associations). As you study the example readings in each chapter, you will begin to see how the cards can always be adapted to the question at hand.

				When you perform a reading, the cards’ meanings and messages will continue to evolve with every card you draw. Like an unfolding story, the combination of certain cards will bring messages into focus. Perhaps a querent would like to know more about a man she’s recently met, and whether he’s interested in her romantically. The first card you pull might be the Magician. This could be read as someone who can bring magic into her life or someone very accomplished at whatever he does. However, if the second card is the Devil, this changes the Magician’s meaning: these two cards together indicate that this man may be untrustworthy or deceptive. If the third card in the layout is the Three of Cups, a card that typically portrays three women dancing, you might suspect that he is seeing more than one woman at a time. This is important information for your querent to know, especially if she has started to develop serious feelings for him.

				On the other hand, let’s say that after drawing the Magician, you pull the Ace of Cups and the Ten of Cups. These cards would cast a more positive view on her new boyfriend and the connection, as they indicate the start of a loving and enduring relationship.

				You can also look for a specific grouping of cards to appear, affirming the question being asked. For example, a querent might wonder if his or her daughter is pregnant. In this case, the reader would watch for mother-related cards such as the Empress, the Three of Pentacles (an internment or the start of a new experience), the Queen of Pentacles (a female holding a pentacle, representing a baby in her arms, or womb), or the Sun (usually depicting a small child riding atop a horse).

				The appendices contain more information on card groupings and combinations, along with additional meanings for each card as they relate to relationships, health, finance, and professions.

				A Note on Reversals

				Because the tarot contains seventy-eight cards of varied natures, it is not necessary to learn or use the reverse meanings of the cards, that is, cards that appear upside-down in a spread. There are enough images in the deck to cover any question you might ask. As you lay out the cards, if some of them come up reversed, simply turn them right side up and continue with the reading.

				Occasionally, you may notice that almost all the cards come up reversed. In general, this can indicate a reversal in the situation you are asking about, though interpreting each individual card is not necessary.

				You are welcome to learn reverse tarot card meanings to access more information while you read the cards. However, as a rule, I’ve found the upright messages of the cards themselves will tell you what you need to know.

				Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced Readings

				This book has been divided into three chapters. Because we will be looking at the tarot in a brand new way, the layouts and examples in each chapter provide a step-by-step method that promotes a natural evolution of understanding as you build your reading skills. 

				The chapter containing the beginner readings will affirm your knowledge about the cards’ basic meanings and introduce you to methods that will help you extract other dimensional messages within them. Each reading will take you on a progressive journey through the basics of three-fold interpretation.

				As you become comfortable learning to recognize the healing and spiritual aspects of each card, the intermediate chapter will challenge you to look at more complex situations. The chapter on intermediate readings include layouts for general readings, as well as question-specific spreads such as the Relationship and Crossroads readings.

				The advanced readings in chapter 3 explore metaphysical topics such as dream interpretation, channeling, and past lives. These readings are designed to help you delve deeper into the mysterious spiritual forces that shape our world.

				In addition to the fifteen original layouts presented, the appendices offer a quick reference guide with expanded meanings for the tarot. Here you will find a comprehensive source of information to help you read the tarot with more power and accuracy, including a section on the basic definitions of each card, directions for choosing a significator, and guidelines on how to interpret card combinations. The appendices also offer a section on timing, and a number of spiritual rituals that can help you become more personally empowered using the major arcana cards. 

				The Tarot Decks in the Sample Readings

				For each original layout in this book, three examples are provided to guide the reader through the process of accessing the various dimensions of a reading. I have chosen three different tarot decks for use in these examples. These decks are consistent with traditional tarot, while each offers its own unique illustrations. This will enable you to build your visual literacy by considering the slight variations depicted in each card. 

				The first sample reading for each layout uses the Lo Scarabeo Tarot deck. This deck combines three traditions of tarot, offering a blend of themes made famous by some of the most influential decks in the history of this divinational art.

				The Gilded Tarot is used in the second reading for each layout. This deck carries some of the most striking art available in tarot cards, rich in color and imagery. The Gilded Tarot is easy to interpret and, with its captivating images, will offer you an alternative view of their very traditional meanings.

				The Universal Tarot illustrates the third sample reading for each layout. Created through the combined efforts of famous occultist Arthur E. Waite and artist Roberto De Angelis, it is ideal for divination and advanced study, inclusive of all elements of the traditional tarot, combined in new and interesting ways.

				Typically, seasoned readers own a number of tarot decks. They will often favor a deck based on a querent’s Sun sign, the nature of the question being asked (money, health, romance), or by intuition. This affords the reader the option to choose specific decks to address a variety of issues.

				By studying the images, tone, or theme of a tarot deck, you can program it to represent one of the four elements of life, a certain astrological sign, or a particular topic. For instance, the Lo Scarabeo deck used in this book’s sample readings carries a lighter tone, so you might choose it to represent the element of air, best used if you are working with an air sign querent (Gemini, Libra, or Aquarius), performing a reading as the sun travels through an air sign month (June, October, or February) or, when the focus of the reading has to do with communication, intellectual pursuits or new ideas. 

				The Universal deck contains a more grounded energy, ideal for earth sign querents (Taurus, Virgo, or Capricorn), while performing a reading as the sun moves through an earth sign (May, September, or January), or to explore matters of finance, physical health, or material possessions. 

				The Gilded Tarot carries a softer and more emotional tone, so you might opt for this deck when you read for water signs (Cancer, Scorpio, or Pisces) or during the months connected with this element (July, November, or March). These cards are ideal for questions concerning romance, emotional issues, and family relationships.

				You may opt for a deck with vibrant colors or images to use in connection with the element of fire, such as the Witches or Klempt Tarot. These decks can correspond to fire signs (Aries, Leo, or Sagittarius), the months of April, August, and December, and questions regarding creative enterprises, business, and spirituality.

				Expanding the Meanings of the Minor Arcana

				Traditionally, certain aspects of life are attributed to the four minor arcana suits:

				Wands—Spiritual pursuits and business ventures

				Cups—Emotions and relationships

				Swords—Ideas, communication, and mental health

				Pentacles—Finances, material possessions, and physical health

				The suits are also assigned to represent the four seasons of the year:

				Wands—Spring

				Cups—Summer

				Swords—Autumn

				Pentacles—Winter

				Each suit rules a particular element and certain signs of the Zodiac:

				Wands—Fire—Aries/Leo/Sagittarius

				Cups—Water—Cancer/Scorpio/Pisces

				Swords—Air—Gemini/Libra/Aquarius

				Pentacles—Earth—Taurus/Virgo/Capricorn

				Keep these concepts in mind as you perform a reading. They will help you determine more accurately what dimensions of a situation the cards are addressing and can aid in predicting a timeframe or season in which an event might occur. 

				While you read, pay close attention to images on the cards, as well as the number of major and minor arcana that appear in a layout. The more major arcana cards you have, the more prominent or important message they are sending.

				Also note the numbers or Roman numerals on each card. These numbers can offer clues to time frames, amounts of money, groupings of people, or attempts one may have to make before a goal may be reached. Repetitive numbers often carry important messages, offering more insight as you read. Incorporating numerology into your readings will add another dimension to the cards’ messages. 

				Validating Your Readings

				Two of the greatest challenges practitioners of the tarot face are accuracy and validation. For this reason, it is a good idea to watch for confirmation during and after your readings. Being vigilant and receptive will not only add credibility to your tarot practice, it will increase your knowledge base for future readings.

				The most reliable source for validation is the querent. Feel free to ask them questions about the cards and reading as it unfolds. Explain to the person that the more communication there is between you two, the more information will be revealed. If you come across a card that neither you nor the querent can validate, make a note to come back to it later. Rest assured that its message will come through as the reading progresses.

				Because Tarot Prediction & Divination offers a variety of layouts, you can validate answers you receive from one reading by reshuffling, and asking again using an alternate layout. For example, if, after using the Inverted Pyramid to do a reading about a relationship you still have questions or want to validate what you discovered in the reading, you might then use the Relationship or the Yes or No readings for further confirmation.

				When asking about a certain person or object, use the significator charts in appendix B to select a card that represents the person or item the querent is asking about. Significator cards play an important role in directing the tarot to a specific person, place, or object. Not only will they help you to focus on the subject at hand, they are a great tool for verifying answers you receive. 

				Many of the layouts in this book ask for a significator card. When you have located the significator card for your specific reading, place it in the designated position for the layout you are using. This is an ideal way to validate that the cards are addressing the correct person or object.

				While performing a reading, you can pull additional cards for any aspect of a situation that remains unclear. For example, if you are doing a health reading and recognize trouble (indicated by a card such as the Tower, Ten of Swords, or other image that suggests a problem is brewing), you can pull more cards from the top of the deck to identify the area or specific issue the querent needs to address. (For more details, consult the section on health, located in appendix C.) Let’s say that during a Daily Advice reading you pull the Star card, indicating a wish will come true that day. Pulling a few more cards can offer more information about the event. Any time you want more information, feel free to pull additional cards for clarity or validation. 

				Keeping a tarot diary can help you validate your predictions, as you will be able to refer back to them to see how accurate they were. As you become more proficient at prediction and divination, this diary will reflect your progress and help you continue to build on the interpretations of the cards.

				After a reading, invite the querent to follow up with you at a later date, to verify which predictions came to pass, or to compare how well the reading matched with their experience. Because things do not always happen in a literal sense, you may have to show them how what occurred was actually portrayed in the cards. You do not want to exaggerate the circumstances to force validation, but oftentimes you will be able to see things that the less-than-objective querent will not. 

				For example, during a general reading I did with a friend, I noticed she was going to receive an unexpected amount of money the following day (indicated by the Four of Cups and Six of Pentacles). Excited at the prospect, and assuming that her father would be the source of the money, she waited anxiously by the mailbox that day. When nothing arrived in the mail, she was quick to let me know that the cards had been wrong. I apologized, but still felt she was going to receive money that day. 

				A week later, she casually mentioned that a regular monthly check she receives had unexpectedly been placed in her account a few days early (due to an upcoming holiday). I realized that the deposit was made the very day the cards had predicted. Because she decided beforehand how and from whom the money would come, she had not considered that it might appear in an alternate manner, or from a different source. 

				Occasionally, you may draw a series of cards that appear to make no sense. For instance, if you are inquiring about a financial matter and pull a multitude of cup cards, the reading may be addressing a question your querent has not yet asked. This would be the time to ask your querent if there are any emotional or relationship issues the cards might be addressing. If so, it’s just fine to shift your focus to the subject at hand. Once finished, you can reshuffle and ask the original question again. 

				As you learn to trust the cards to lead you in the right direction, your readings will become more powerful and directed. You will find that your predictions have moved beyond speculation and much closer to validation.

				Programming and Personalizing Your Tarot Deck

				Once you have familiarized yourself with the general meanings of the cards, you can request that certain cards appear in a reading to indicate an affirmative answer. For example, if your question involves whether or not the querent will relocate to a different city, you might ask that the Knight of Pentacles (whose meaning is physical movement or change) appear in the layout as solid confirmation. 

				Perhaps your querent wants to know if a certain person is interested in them romantically. You might request of the cards that if the answer is yes, the Lovers or a majority of cup cards appear within the reading.

				For most questions, you will be able to locate a card in the deck that contains an image related to the question at hand; when you discover it, you can program it by focusing on the card and asking that it appear somewhere in the layout. Return the card to the deck, shuffle, and begin your reading. For more guidance, consult the card combinations in appendix C to determine which image might best represent an affirmative answer to your question.

				If you encounter a card you simply cannot connect with, or one that seems to defy interpretation (for example, the Hierophant or the World), the following two practices can help. 

				The first method involves sleeping for one night with this card under your pillow. This can evoke new understanding, as you will often find that the image or theme of the card appears in your dreams. (Please do not attempt to learn the entire deck by placing it under your pillow, or you will never get any sleep!)

				Another way to increase your understanding of a certain card’s meaning is to meditate with it. During the meditation, ask the card to reveal its meaning to you. If you do not receive an answer, study the images and assign your own definition to the card. I had a student who could not come to terms with the basic meanings of the Hierophant card, so she programmed it to mean, “God says . . .” By doing so, she bypassed blocks she had previously encountered when this card appeared in a reading, and now interprets it to mean that the cards to follow it will be a direct message from Spirit.

				Reading for Others

				Once you become proficient with the cards, you may consider reading professionally, or for friends and family. Here are a few guidelines to make your readings more powerful, effective, and informative.

				First, evaluate your querents carefully to determine if they are the type of people who only want to hear good news, or if they prefer that you share everything you see with them. If you are not sure which category they fall into, feel free to ask.

				Not everything you sense or see should be shared with querents, so you must read responsibly. Your goal is to guide and empower your querents with information and awareness. Keep this in mind if you spot something that might upset, depress, or frighten them. If something comes up that might cause worry but needs to be addressed, present it to them in the best light possible, using the “forewarned is forearmed” approach. Offer them suggestions on the best way to proceed or how to avoid making a wrong choice altogether. Even in less-than-ideal circumstances, a tarot reading is designed to help someone walk through a challenge with faith, hope, and power. Remember to use the therapeutic and spiritual aspects of the cards to help your querents deal with any challenge you foresee.

				Reading for Birth or Death Situations

				Predicting pregnancy or death can present a challenge to even the most seasoned tarot reader, so here are a few guidelines to follow when you’re asked about these touchy subjects.

				If you find yourself uncomfortable with these topics, let your querent know at the beginning of the reading that you do not address health-related subjects. It is perfectly all right to set boundaries around your readings in this manner and is common practice amongst readers and psychic websites to avoid liability issues.

				If you are willing to read on health issues, you can also remove the Death and other cards from the deck that make you uncomfortable without compromising the accuracy of your reading. You might do this to keep the client from becoming upset at the sight of negative cards that could lead them to incorrect or upsetting conclusions.

				Many readers are open to reading on the subjects of health, pregnancy, illness, and death. The most important thing to remember as you address these issues is that as a tarot reader, your job is to empower the querent, no matter what revelations appear in the reading. If you see trouble coming in any of the aforementioned subject areas, you can alert your querent to practice more caution and awareness, seek medical help, or prepare for the spiritual challenge of a change in current situations.

				For example, a client may want to know if or when she will become pregnant. Typically, this is a question filled with hope and expectancy. If the reading reveals a physical reason she has not become pregnant, you can advise her to seek information from a fertility specialist. The cards may also reveal that it is not time for her to become pregnant, but that she will conceive at some time in the future.

				If a querent is pregnant and asks for a reading on how the pregnancy will go, again—read with caution. If Death or the Three of Swords appears, this could indicate a miscarriage or stillbirth. This is not news you want to give to an unsuspecting client, so before you read on this type of subject, you may want to remove cards of this nature from the deck if you are performing the reading in person.

				In 99 percent of cases in which the Death card appears in a layout, it is predicting transformation on a spiritual or emotional level, not a physical demise. If you sense a physical death coming, unless the querent has asked specifically, I recommend keeping this information to yourself. You will not be helping the querent if you reveal something that could be this upsetting.

				If a querent asks specifically about the impending death of a loved one, such as parents or spouses who are on life support or obviously near the end of their lives, they are inquiring about time frames. In this situation they are already preparing for a loved one to cross over, so the information you share with them will carry a different tone. If you feel querents in this situation are prepared to hear the truth, you can advise them openly.

				As a general rule, practice caution when reading on these subjects. If you feel uneasy addressing these issues, it is best to advise a querent that you are unable to do readings about these topics.

				During your tarot readings, invite querents to be interactive in the process. Do not hesitate to have them verify what you sense or to clarify any cards that in essence, could address more than one topic. When you work together as a team, you can offer greater guidance in faster and more comprehensive ways. (I often encourage my querents to “think of me as a doctor and tell me where it hurts.” That way, I can get down to the business of enlightening them more quickly.)

				As you read for others, it is often helpful to address them in the language of their zodiac sign. When I perform a reading, I always ask querents their birthdate. Knowing querents’ signs and the associated elements will enable you to advise them in a most effective manner.

				When reading for water signs, (Cancer, Scorpio, or Pisces), you’ll want to use words that correspond with emotion. For example, “I feel that . . .” or “I am sensing. . .” as openers to deliver your message. For air signs who thrive on thought and communication, (Gemini, Libra, or Aquarius), use phrases such as “I think that...” or “The cards are telling me . . .”

				The fire signs (Aries, Leo, and Sagittarius) respond to inspirational or passionate approaches. Begin your predictions with lines such as “I’m excited to tell you that...” or “What you are going to need to do is . . .” A Taurus, Virgo, or Capricorn (the earth signs) will listen for tangible and practical direction, responding to such phrases as “I see here that . . .” or “The cards are showing me . . .”

				Your querents will be very interested in the images on the cards and want to know what they mean. As they view the images and scan them for signs of affirmation, your querents will become more open and interactive during the reading. Take the time to point out any images or objects on the cards that confirm the predictions you make. For example, point out when a high number of pentacle cards appear in a money reading, or when cup cards dominate the layout in a relationship reading. Offering the querent insight into how you extract information from each card will not only increase their trust in you; it will strengthen their belief in the power of the tarot itself. 

				Based on a fear of encountering the Devil, Death, or other upsetting card, some people hesitate to have a tarot reading. You may be unsure of how to read these cards yourself, or how to assure your querent that the cards’ meanings are usually not literal. There is an easy solution to this dilemma: remove any cards that you feel would cast a negative or upsetting tone to your readings. Removing certain key cards from your tarot deck will not limit or alter the effectiveness of your readings. In fact, when you don’t have to worry about these cards appearing and frightening querents, you’ll be able to advise them with greater confidence.

				In the event that you are unable to answer a querent’s question or the cards appear vague, resist the urge to make something up on the spot. You can attempt to address the question with an alternate layout, or simply tell the querent that the cards are not able to divulge specific information about their question at this time. 

				Above all, remember that your job as a reader is to uplift, advise, and empower your querent so they can move forward in a positive way. It is not your responsibility to make other peoples’ decisions for them; your role as a tarot reader is to provide enlightenment about available options, predict the future outcome of a choice or event, and reveal hidden aspects of a situation that provide querents with enough information to help them make the most empowered choices for themselves. 

				Additional Uses for the Tarot

				The diversity of the tarot extends far beyond the art of divination. You can use the major arcana cards in the deck to improve your meditation skills, access healing abilities, and empower your thoughts, actions, and spiritual awareness. 

				The empowerment guide in appendix E encourages you to explore the numerous ways in which you can improve your life using the major arcana cards. This section offers a variety of exercises and rituals, and includes a major arcana empowerment chart for use with gemstone, color, and aromatherapy techniques and applications.

				[contents]

			

		

	
		
			
				One

				Beginner 
Readings

				Yes or No Reading
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				The Yes or No Reading is ideal for beginners or for those who would like a quick and simple answer to a question. If you are new to the tarot, this layout will provide you with an initial sense of how the cards can speak directly to your concerns. 

				Once you obtain the answer to your question, it is helpful to look a bit deeper by reading the message of each card. If you are a beginner, this is an excellent way to learn basic meanings. When you explore each image individually and consider its relation to surrounding cards, you will discover additional information about the situation.

				Directions: Shuffle the cards as you concentrate on your yes/no question. Then draw the first five cards from the top of the pile and lay them out left to right, as illustrated.

				Use the following key to read the cards:

				Major arcana = Yes (considered “even”)

				Court cards = No (considered “odd”) (kings, queens, knights, pages, or knaves) 

				Minor arcana:

				Even Number = Yes

				Odd Number = No

				As an example, let’s say that the following cards were drawn for a question:

				Seven of Wands (NO)

				Two of Swords (YES)

				Two of Clubs (YES)

				Hanged Man (YES)

				Strength (YES)

				With two major arcana and two minor arcana “yes” cards in the layout, we would consider this a clear affirmative response. 

				The stronger the influence of the cards in a layout, the stronger the answer you will receive. For example, a predominance of major arcana cards would be a confident “yes”, while four or five court cards would be a definite “no”. 

				A mix of major and minor arcana and court cards will provide a definitive answer if four of them indicate a “yes” or a “no.” When you come across two and three combinations (for instance two major arcana and three court cards, or three odd and two even numbered cards of the minor arcana), you may want to investigate further until you feel confident with the answer you receive. 

				When you pull all even cards for a “yes” answer, or all odd cards for a “no” answer, you can feel confident about the message they are sending.

				After you determine the answer to your questions, study each card individually to access additional information and messages the cards are sending.

				(Original concept/design by Louise Gilbertson)

				Brad’s Career Advancement Reading

				Brad is currently employed but searching for a new job. He wanted to know, “Will I get the job I just interviewed for?”

				The five cards he drew in response were:

				Four of Cups

				Two of Swords

				Justice

				The Hanged Man

				Nine of Pentacles

				Based on the two even minor and two major arcana cards pulled, the answer is a resounding “yes.” The Nine of Pentacles is a “no” card, but is the only one in this layout.

				Looking at the cards from a predictive angle, we can see the process Brad will go through before his “yes” answer comes true. The Four of Cups in the first position indicates a job that came to his attention in an unexpected way, rather than through want ads or online listings. This card typically represents boredom, followed by an invitation or gift that appears out of the blue.

				The Two of Swords indicates a time of indecision, so it could be a while before the company decides who to hire. Because of this, Brad may not hear anything for a few weeks (the Two of Swords indicating a timeframe as well as a stage of the process). The Justice card affirms that efforts Brad put into submitting his résumé and attending the interview will pay off, while the Hanged Man implies a second period of waiting before he hears about the job. The Nine of Pentacles, as the final card, represents a positive and abundant outcome.

				Emotionally, the Four of Pentacles addresses Brad’s desire to move out of a rut and into new challenges, as well as a drive to experience more fulfillment and success in his career. The Two of Swords hints that he may be unsure of how to move forward and leave the job he currently has. The Justice card reminds him to trust in the fairness of the Universe, in turn promising that efforts to move into a new position will pay off. During this process he will experience a time of waiting, as indicated by the Hanged Man. This will give him time to process and move through any doubts or fears he may have about his chances of getting the new job. The Nine of Pentacles represents the new level of abundance and security that will emerge from his efforts.
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				Yes or No Reading

				Brad’s Career Advancement

				Spiritually, these cards as a whole are asking him to trust in the process, follow his intuition (the Four of Cups, which displays a figure looking up to heaven for answers), and to sit in the unknown for a time (Two of Swords, the Hanged Man). Once he has completed the footwork, it is important that Brad trust in the Universe, and leave the results up to it (Justice). The Hanged Man indicates the need to go inward to manifest this new job, and to remain focused on spirit, faith, and destiny. The Nine of Pentacles affirms that Brad will experience many spiritual rewards for his willingness to take this leap of faith.

				Debbie’s Business Investment Reading

				Debbie is considering forming a partnership with her brother, and asked, “Should I invest in my brother Keaton’s new business venture?”

				The five cards she drew in response were:

				Ace of Cups

				Page/Knave of Wands

				Queen of Pentacles

				The Devil

				Ace of Swords

				Four of the five cards drawn in this reading are “no” cards; the only “yes” card is the Devil. These cards clearly indicate that investing in her brother Keaton’s business would be a bad idea.

				Taking the cards at face value, the Ace of Cups (Aces representing new ideas and beginnings) and the Page/Knave of Wands (pages/knaves meaning messages or proposals) affirm that Debbie’s brother has approached her about investing in his business. The Queen of Pentacles represents Debbie, portraying her as someone who has money to lend or invest. The appearance of the Devil indicates Debbie’s hesitation to immerse herself in this business, while the Ace of Swords recommends she request more information, or express her misgivings to Keaton. The Ace of Swords also serves as a card that warns Debbie to protect herself.

				Emotionally, Debbie loves her brother and wants to support him, as indicated by the Ace of Cups. She may also feel that his idea is inspired, shown by the Page of Wands, but senses that Keaton is depending on her finances (Queen of Pentacles) to get this idea off the ground. This kind of dependency could make her feel uneasy, or fill her with guilt if she decides not to help him (represented by the Devil). The Ace of Swords may speak to her reluctance to turn the offer down, even though this reading indicates that it is in her best interest to do so.
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				Yes or No Reading

				Debbie’s Business Investment

				Spiritually, the Universe is giving Debbie the opportunity to examine this situation from a deeper place. Refusing to invest in Keaton’s business doesn’t mean that Debbie doesn’t love her brother (Ace of Cups). It simply means she must trust her intuition (Page of Wands) and pay attention to what it is telling her. Even though she has the money to invest (Queen of Pentacles), she senses it would be a costly move for her (the Devil). The Ace of Swords reminds Debbie that she will need to put herself first, turn down Keaton’s offer and protect her assets, as Spirit is directing her.

				Heather’s Relationship Reading

				Heather is concerned about her love relationship and asked, “Is my partner being faithful to me?”

				The five cards she drew were:

				The Tower

				Eight of Swords

				Ten of Pentacles

				Knight of Wands

				Five of Cups

				In this reading we have three “yes” cards and two “no” cards. The answer is favorable, but because the message of The Tower typically implies an upset of some kind, we should look a little deeper into the situation. Though we can assume that Heather’s partner is being faithful, the cards as a whole indicate trouble somewhere in the relationship.

				The Tower reveals that there has been a recent upset in the partnership, while the Eight of Swords suggests Heather’s inability to see or think clearly about the relationship (indicated by the blindfold in this image). Often, when couples are having difficulties, one or both partners may suspect that a third person outside the relationship is creating the problem, hence Heather’s question regarding her boyfriend’s faithfulness. The Ten of Pentacles indicates that there is a strong foundation in this relationship, but that it is being undermined by anger, resentment, or self-centered behavior, portrayed by the Knight of Wands. The Five of Cups indicates emotional fear or sorrow, born out of Heather’s perception of the situation.

				Emotionally, Heather is questioning the relationship and her partner’s loyalty, indicating that she has some work to do. She is looking outside herself for the cause of her unhappiness, when in truth, the answers lie within. Frequent arguments, as represented by the Tower, as well as the Knight of Wands, can indicate that one or both parties carry grudges or expectations that are not being met. These emotions are usually based in fear or lack of understanding, and often indicate that one or both parties are neither being true to themselves, nor honest with their partner about how they feel. The Eight of Swords suggests that Heather could be stuck in old thought patterns or reliving past experiences, and is unable to look beyond herself to consider the facts. She is ignoring or perhaps unaware of the truth that something within her needs to change. The Ten of Pentacles is a card that encourages her to look at things more realistically, review the facts, and pay more attention to the positive aspects of this connection. With the Five of Cups in the last position, Heather may need counseling or outside guidance to break a pattern of fear or disappointment, most likely rooted in her past.
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				Yes or No Reading

				Heather’s Relationship

				Spiritually, these cards reveal the inner turmoil that is creating external problems in their relationship. The Tower suggests the need for a cleansing and clearing of negative thought patterns (represented by the Eight of Swords). The Ten of Pentacles indicates that Heather is focused on eliciting outside affirmation from her partner, and needs to work on strengthening her own spiritual confidence (indicated by the Knight of Wands). The Five of Cups represents the need to grieve and release the past. Note that both the first and last cards in this reading suggest that spiritual cleansing and emotional healing will be key in Heather’s ability to resolve her fears surrounding this relationship.

				Daily Advice Reading
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				Laying out a few cards each day for direction or advice of a general nature is good practice for those who are learning the meanings and symbolism of the tarot, as well as for seasoned readers who would like an overview of what a particular day might hold. Rather than asking a specific question, you are simply requesting that the tarot cards present you with an overview of the next twenty-four hours. 

				This reading is helpful if you are facing an important event on a certain day, for example, a job interview, loan approval, or a desire to hear from that special someone. Though you are not asking these questions directly, the cards will reveal if there is potential for these events to occur. 

				Directions: Shuffle the cards while asking the following question, “What can I know to be true about this day?” Drawing the first five cards from the top of the deck, arrange them in the order shown in the illustration. Read them as you would a clock, keeping in mind that each card will correspond to a certain segment of your day.

				You may either leave the cards out to review later in the day or record them in your daily tarot journal. At the end of the day, revisit the cards to see how each one matched up with your actual experiences. Pay close attention to placement, as the events and energy they predict generally happen in sequence.

				Jenna’s 9/11 Reading

				In my beginner’s tarot classes, I recommend pulling five cards each morning while asking the question, “What can I know to be true about this day?” In a class I began on a Monday night, I instructed my students to do this, and invited them to call me if they had any questions. At 7:30 the next morning, my phone rang: Jenna was on the other end. She told me that she had pulled her cards for the day and was “freaking out,” as she put it. 

				The five cards she pulled were:

				The World

				The Tower

				Eight of Wands

				The Hanged Man

				Five of Cups

				When I asked Jenna why the cards upset her, she told me to turn on my television. Of course, it was September 11, 2001. The cards could not have been clearer or more accurate in their message. The World and the Tower cards literally spelled out the “World Trade Center Towers.” The Eight of Wands, a card that indicates air travel, planes, or something coming in quickly, told the rest of the story. These first three cards indicated an event that would unfold in the first half of the day. The Hanged Man predicted that everything would come to a halt and remain in limbo for the rest of the day, and the Five of Cups in the center of the layout spoke to a day filled with sorrow.

				Emotionally, the cards predicted that the entire world (the World) would be deeply affected by this sudden and unexpected upset (the Tower), instantly and profoundly (the Eight of Wands). Not only would it alert us to how vulnerable we were from terrorist attacks, it would stop everyone in their tracks (the Hanged Man) and fill them with sorrow and shock (Five of Cups).
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				Daily Advice Reading

				Jenna’s 9/11 Reading

				Spiritually, a new global awareness (the World) has risen from this tragedy. Because of the many lives lost on that day, each of us would come to contemplate the fragility of life, and the way in which the Universe can change our perceptions in an instant (the Tower). The Eight of Wands (wands represent spirituality and business) predicted a rapid change in not only our awareness, but the manner in which we travel, and our need to turn to Spirit in all things. When tragedy strikes and we realize how powerless we are, there is often a mass return to religious and spiritual practices. The Hanged Man represented a time of spiritual transformation, inner seeking and soul searching, confirmed by the Five of Cups, a card that predicts a need to release the old or to grieve during a time of loss. These cards confirm that we grow closer to Spirit during times of great despair.

				A Day in the Life of the Author Reading

				One morning I awoke on a day I had decided to take off work, faced with a somewhat random schedule. I chose to perform a Daily Advice reading to get a glimpse of how the day might unfold.

				After asking, “What can I know to be true about this day?” I pulled the following cards: 

				Three of Cups

				Seven of Wands

				Page/Knave of Pentacles

				Five of Cups

				Two of Cups

				That night I returned to the cards to see how well they matched the events of my day. I had plans to meet with a friend for coffee first thing in the morning. The Three of Cups indicates a celebration or gathering of friends, so it predicted this event accurately. Later, to maintain my commitment to take the day off, I turned down a request from a client, as predicted by the Seven of Wands in position two, which represents defending ones self or position. In the afternoon I received a check in the mail (Page/Knave of Pentacles indicating a message, often regarding money) I had been waiting for. Later that afternoon I spent some time in meditation to release an emotional situation that was nagging at me (Five of Cups). I had no plans for the evening, but, out of the blue, a friend called and invited me to dinner (Two of Cups).

				Reviewing the overall layout, this reading contained three cards from the suit of cups. This suggests an easy-going and fulfilling day. The Three of Cups correctly predicted the fun I would have visiting with a friend, while the Seven of Wands alerted me that I might have to say no to someone to maintain my boundaries. The Page/Knave of Pentacles hinted that money I had been waiting for would arrive, which allowed me to relax and attend to my day without financial concern. The Five of Cups alerted me to some emotional sadness that I needed to address, while the Two of Cups predicted an invitation of a positive nature later in the day. As the central card of the layout, it also confirmed a relaxing, joyful, and balanced day.
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				Daily Advice Reading

				A Day in the Life of the Author

				These cards predicted a spiritually-refreshing period. I communed with friends at both the start and end of my day, (Three of Cups, Two of Cups) which restored my inner sense of well-being. I was also able to stand my ground and be true to myself, another gift of Spirit (Seven of Wands). The cards also predicted that there would be an opportunity to cleanse and release sorrow from the past (Five of Cups), allowing me to move with more spiritual freedom and joy throughout the remainder of the day.

				Terry’s Daily Advice Reading

				Terry was waiting to hear about a number of opportunities—one involving a job interview and another concerning apartment availability in a complex she was hoping to move into. She was also concerned about when she might hear from her current love interest, with whom she had not interacted for a few days. Rather than ask a series of questions, she chose to use the daily advice reading to see what, if anything, might happen in these areas. 

				The cards she drew were:

				Page/Knave of Pentacles

				Death

				Three of Wands

				Four of Wands

				Ten of Cups

				First thing in the morning, Terry received an e-mail (Page/Knave of Pentacles) informing her that she had not gotten the job for which she had interviewed (Death). She decided to let the matter of work rest for a few hours, waiting to see what she should do next. (Note that the suit of pentacles refers to the physical world and finances, and the Three of Wands can refer to work, i.e., in this particular reading, her job.) Later that afternoon, Terry devoted some time to reviewing her resume to make sure its foundation was solid (Four of Wands), and to consider what other jobs might be available in her field. The Four of Wands could also refer to the apartment she was waiting to hear about, as it can represent a home or residence. Because she did not hear anything about the apartment this day, we can assume that the Four of Wands referred to her job search. Her day ended with an affirming conversation with her love interest, as predicted by the Ten of Cups.

				Emotionally, the Page/Knave of Pentacles and the Death cards closed the door to the job Terry had interviewed for. On the other hand, it encouraged her to seek a higher perspective (Three of Wands), and to see what she could change to improve her chances next time around (Four of Wands). Though Terry had a disappointing morning, it ended with a joyous interaction that balanced her emotions when she heard from her love interest (Ten of Cups).
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				Daily Advice Reading

				Terry’s Daily Advice

				Spiritually, Terry received intuitive direction at each turn of her day. One door closed (Page/Knave of Pentacles and Death) when she was turned down for the job, but, when she returned her focus to Spirit and requested guidance (Three of Wands), she was shown how to move forward. Terry was encouraged to continue her quest for a better job, but this time, with a more stable foundation (Four of Wands). Even though she did not get the job, nor did she hear about the apartment, her love interest came through for her, restoring her spirit and hopes for the future of her romance (Ten of Cups). Trusting in the process and following the direction she received enabled her to move through the day calmly, trusting in the Universe’s protection. 

				The Illuminating Star Reading
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				The Illuminating Star reading is ideal for obtaining the answer to a single question or situation, and can bring to light new information or influences of which you might not be aware. In this reading, the position in which a card lands is as important as the card itself. When you consider that each position directs you in a certain way, this will deepen the meaning of the card.

				Directions: Concentrate on your question as you shuffle. Then lay the cards out in a star-shaped pattern as shown in the illustrations. Use the following key of the card positions to direct the course of the reading. 

				Card 1—Defines or confirms the question that you are asking

				Card 2—Outlines underlying motives or circumstances that prompted the question

				Card 3—Defines outside influences that must be considered in this situation

				Card 4—Offers advice for the querent or reader

				Card 5—Reveals the outcome or answer to the question

				Card 6—Adds a final comment or directive to the reading

				Franni’s Pet Reading

				In this reading, Franni needed to know if she should take her dog to the veterinarian. He had been acting listless, and had not eaten for a few days. She could not determine if he was simply under the weather or if something more serious was going on. 

				These were the six cards she drew in response:

				The Fool

				Seven of Pentacles

				The Devil

				Knight of Wands

				The Hierophant

				Four of Wands

				The first card in this reading represents the question being asked. Notice that The Fool card contains an image of a dog, confirming that this reading is focused on Franni’s pet. The Seven of Pentacles (laborious work and effort) verifies the reason for the question. In this case, the concept of “labor” comes into play. Franni has noticed that her dog is moving in labored ways, and has slowed down. In many tarot decks, the person depicted in this card appears to be tired or weary, affirming that the signs Franni is noticing could be cause for concern. 

				The Devil appears in the outside influence position, indicating a possible hidden cause for her dog’s behavior, which needs to be investigated. He may have eaten something that did not agree with him, or there may be bigger problems looming. Knights in the tarot are action cards, so the Knight of Wands in the advice position is a call for Franni to take immediate action. 

				The Hierophant represents a professional. In the outcome position, this verifies that a visit to the veterinarian is in order. The final comment card, the Four of Wands, indicates that the dog is in reasonably good health, and that whatever is causing the problem can be taken care of by the veterinarian. (Note that if the final comment card had contained a sword card, it might have indicated surgery.)
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				The Illuminating Star Reading

				Franni’s Pet

				Emotionally, the Fool card indicates that Franni has never observed this type of behavior in her dog before. Considering the number of symptoms she has noticed (Seven of Pentacles), she is fearful that something is not right (the Devil). The Knight of Wands indicates that Franni needs to take action. Even if nothing is seriously wrong, she will feel better if she has a professional check on her dog (the Hierophant). Once she does, Franni’s sense that everything is all right will return (Four of Wands), and she can release her fears and concerns.

				Spiritually, the Fool indicates that her dog’s unusual behavior affected Franni’s awareness. When trouble appears unexpectedly, as humans, we tend to focus all our attention on the problem and how to resolve it. This is Spirit’s way of creating a greater awakening in us, and also gives the Universe a chance to “rearrange the furniture” in other areas of our lives while our attention is on more pressing matters. 

				The Seven of Pentacles speaks to how invested Franni is in her dog. He has been a companion of hers for quite some time, and they are devoted to each other. Spiritually, the Devil can represent someone who is paralyzed by fear and unsure of which direction to turn. This card is not always an indicator of evil or terrible troubles, but it addresses the idea that we can be undermined by fear or lack of faith. The Knight of Wands is asking Franni to trust the veterinarian (the Hierophant) to determine what action to take, rather than relying on herself to resolve a problem she cannot identify. The Four of Wands promises a return to her normal routine once Franni has passed through this growth-filled and spiritually transforming challenge.

				Nathaniel’s Crush Reading

				In this reading, Nathaniel wanted to know if he should ask out a girl he was interested in. Though there had been some flirtations, he was not sure if she was open to the idea of going on a date with him. 

				Nathaniel pulled these six cards in response:

				Ace of Swords

				Page/Knave of Swords

				Ace of Cups

				Queen of Cups

				The Sun

				Six of Cups

				What is most obvious in this reading is that the suits of swords and cups dominate the layout. Cups represent emotional issues, while swords indicate that, to communicate his interest in this girl, Nathaniel will have to make the first move.

				The Ace of Swords in position 1 reflects Nathaniel’s desire to ask this girl out, affirming that the cards are addressing his specific question. The reason he is asking this question is to find out if his invitation will be well received. The Page/Knave of Swords, in the number two position, encourages him to move forward, as pages/knaves represent communication of some kind. The card in position 3 speaks to outside influences. In this case, the Ace of Cups indicates that this girl is interested in Nathaniel, and, in fact, has been waiting for him to approach her. (Aces represent a new beginning, and cups represent emotions or romance.) 

				In the advice position we find the Queen of Cups, a card that represents the girl herself. Not only does this card reveal that she has feelings for him, it also offers Nathaniel advice on the best way to approach her. Residing in the suit of cups, this queen is very feminine, sensitive, and romantically inclined. She may be a bit old-fashioned, which is why she will wait for Nathaniel to ask her out. He can make great headway if he shows up with flowers or a gift, and treats her like a “queen.”

				The Sun, representing prosperity and loving relationships, resides in the outcome position. As the only major arcana card in this reading, it has a bit more influence than the other cards, and indicates a positive outcome. The Six of Cups, as the final comment card, implies that they will have fun together, and that the relationship has the potential to grow deeper. The Six of Cups is one of the strongest love cards in the minor arcana, and can also indicate past-life or soul-mate connections.
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				The Illuminating Star Reading

				Nathaniel’s Crush

				Emotionally, Nathaniel may be hesitant to ask out this girl unless he can be certain of a positive outcome. The Ace and Page of Swords indicate that he has given this matter much thought. The cups in this reading reveal Nathaniel’s emotional attachment to a positive outcome. He is very wrapped up in his hopes at this point, and could feel emotionally crushed if she refuses the invitation. However, because the cards in this reading are all positive, I encouraged Nathaniel to trust his instincts and take a chance by asking her out. I also pointed out that until he does, nothing will move forward.

				Spiritually, Nathaniel is stuck and is living in his head. The first two cards in the reading are swords, both of which indicate that some mental gymnastics are going on here. These are blocking Nathaniel’s ability to trust and follow his heart, indicating a disconnection from himself. If he can release his expectations and simply honor his intuition, he cannot lose. Even if the girl turns him down, this experience will be vital to Nathaniel’s personal growth, as he learns to move with spiritual intuition and leave the outcome up to the Universe.

				Tom’s Job Search Reading

				Tom wanted to know when he might find a new job. He is currently unemployed and has been searching diligently for over a year, submitting resumes and going on interviews, with no success. He wants to know when his efforts will pay off, or if he is wasting his time. 

				He drew these six cards in response:

				Knight of Swords

				Page/Knave of Swords

				Two of Wands

				The Magician

				King of Pentacles

				Seven of Pentacles

				The first card defines or confirms Tom’s question. Here we have the Knight of Swords, a card that affirms that, for quite some time, he has been putting great effort into his search and sending out feelers. Card 2 reveals the motive behind his search for work. In this case, based on the image in this card, the Page/Knave of Swords could indicate that Tom was let go (or “cut”) from his last job. In the number 3 position we have the Two of Wands, a strong indicator that a job offer may be coming his way soon. The suit of wands covers business and spiritual activities, while number 2 cards in a tarot deck usually indicate a proposal or invitation of some kind.

				Position 4 offers advice for Tom to consider. In this reading, the number 4 card is the Magician. This card encourages Tom to continue his search and to keep the focus on all the gifts and talents he has to offer. 

				The King of Pentacles sits in position 5 at the top of the Illuminating Star layout. This king represents wealth, stability, security, and money. In this reading, it promises a stable, long-term job with financial gain. This card indicates that, indeed, Tom’s efforts will pay off and a new job will soon come his way. 

				The final comment card is the Seven of Pentacles. Traditionally, this card refers to “the fruits of one’s labor” or “reaping what one sows.” As the last card in this reading, we are assured that whatever effort Tom puts into his quest, the outcome will be worth it.
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				The Illuminating Star Reading

				Tom’s Job Search

				Emotionally, the Knight of Swords reflects Tom’s frustration that nothing seems to be moving forward. The Page/Knave of Swords asks him to stop and listen. It also alerts him not to get caught up in his thoughts or sabotage his efforts with negative thinking. The Two of Wands suggests that Tom remain hopeful and optimistic, trusting that, at some point, the blocks will fall to the wayside. As if by magic, he will come across his ideal job when the time is right, as inferred by the Magician. The King of Pentacles reminds Tom to remain balanced, steady, and determined. The Seven of Pentacles speaks to the emotional abundance and satisfaction that awaits him, once his journey is complete.

				Spiritually, Tom’s drive for a new job is strong (Knight of Swords). Guidance will come through Spirit if Tom asks, as represented by the Page/Knave of Swords and the Two of Wands. (Notice that the men in both cards are looking up to the heavens.) The Magician refers to Tom’s spiritual power, as one who has mastered the elements and is ready to take on something more challenging and fulfilling. Tom is depending on this new job to bring him the physical stability and security he deserves. Spiritually, it speaks to his readiness to move forward into new experiences. The Seven of Pentacles reflects the universal law that no effort is wasted, and no act goes unrewarded. 

				The Reasons Reading
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				The Reasons reading is designed to help you gain greater insight into someone’s motives, or the reasons behind unexpected behavior on another’s part. It can answer questions about why something has or has not happened, or why someone is doing, or, in some cases, not doing, what we would like them to. This layout involves using a significator card (see significator tables in appendix B).

				Directions: First, consult the significator tables to locate a card that best represents the person or event you are asking about, and place it in the position marked “S” in the layout illustration.

				Concentrate on your question while you shuffle the cards, and then lay them out in an asymmetrical pyramid pattern, as shown in the illustrations. Read the cards in each row as a unit, paying close attention to the relationship between the cards, how they affect each other, and their overall message regarding your question.

				Cards 1, 2, and 3 will represent what appear to be the reasons for a person’s behavior, or the querent’s assumption about what is happening. 

				Cards 4 and 5 will represent anything going on behind the scenes which the querent may be unaware of. This row will give you some new thoughts to consider or reveal hidden influences affecting the situation. 

				Card 6 will represent the actual reason for the person’s behavior, or account for the ways in which events have unfolded. This card will help you understand why someone is not behaving or something is not progressing in the manner anticipated.

				Cassie’s Financial Reading

				Cassie wanted to know, “Why do I continue to have financial woes, despite my best efforts?” She chose the Ace of Pentacles as a significator card because it represents the new (ace) financial balance (pentacles) she hopes to attain.

				After shuffling, Cassie drew the following cards:

				Significator—Ace of Pentacles

				Queen of Wands

				Ace of Cups

				Three of Pentacles

				Five of Wands

				Page of Cups

				Death

				The first row of this reading represents what Cassie perceives to be her valiant efforts to bring her finances into balance. The Queen of Wands suggests she is practicing higher awareness and fiscal responsibility (two traits associated with this queen in particular). The Ace of Cups implies that she is attempting to practice new emotional awareness. However, it could also refer to the fact that when extra money comes in, it “spills over” (as shown in the image), and gives her a false sense of abundance that encourages her to spend this money immediately. The Three of Pentacles reflects the fact that she is trying to put new practices into effect. This card represents Cassie’s efforts to try something new. It also validates her belief that she has been attempting to resolve this problem.

				Row two reveals some hidden reasons behind Cassie’s inability to restore balance to her finances. She is used to spending money whenever the mood strikes her, (represented by the Page/Knave of Cups), and the Five of Wands indicates that her new budget is creating struggles or conflict within her. When something “calls” to Cassie emotionally, she has trouble resisting the urge to buy it.

				The Death card occupies the final position and reveals the true reason she cannot restore balance. Because Cassie has not given up the thoughts or habits that initially created this trouble, her efforts will continue to fail until she experiences a rebirth in thought, feeling, and action toward money.
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				The Reasons Reading

				Cassie’s Financial Reading

				Emotionally, Cassie continues to handle money in ways that undermine her efforts. She carries an expectation of abundance, represented by the queen, and feels that she deserves to have nice things. The Ace of Cups reveals that she shops to feel better about herself, and that new things brighten her spirits. The idea of being able to restore financial balance makes her feel optimistic (as represented by the Three of Pentacles), but she has not yet learned to follow through.

				To resolve this problem, Cassie will have to address her spending habits spiritually. Her need to affirm her own worth (the Queen of Wands) must be replaced with self-love (Ace of Cups). Once she can validate herself spiritually, she can start to build a new foundation and framework for financial balance (Three of Pentacles). She will need to examine the emotional reasons behind her spending (Five of Wands) and replace this addiction with loving messages and affirmations (Page of Cups). Through this process she will experience a spiritual rebirth, the most valid definition of the Death card. To end her financial troubles, she will have to examine and release the past through spiritual means, construct a new belief system, and approach her financial troubles in a more structured way.

				Brittany’s Marriage Reading

				In this reading, Brittany wants to know why her husband has recently become distant. She is feeling confused and worried, and wants to know why he has suddenly changed his behavior. Her husband, Matt, is a Taurus, so Brittany selected the King of Pentacles as the significator card, which represents earth sign men. 

				She pulled the following cards:

				Significator—King of Pentacles

				Page/Knave of Swords

				Two of Swords

				Four of Swords

				Six of Wands

				Knight of Swords

				The Tower

				Note that there is a predominance of swords in this reading. Swords represent thought, communication, and ideas. There is a chance that Brittany’s concerns are mostly in her imagination, or that she is taking things too personally. 

				In the first row, the Page/Knave of Swords indicates that Brittany realizes something is amiss. The lack of communication and affection between her and her husband has alerted her that there is trouble. The Two of Swords implies indecision or lack of clarity, and, in this case, Brittany’s inability to determine what is wrong. Her mind may be filled with possible causes, but without any facts (notice the woman in this card wearing a blindfold), she is forced into inaction. Her thoughts are causing her great distress, as shown in the Four of Swords.

				The second row indicates that her husband is under a great deal of pressure. Here we find a battle card, the Six of Wands, as well as the Knight of Swords, a card that embodies aggressive and assertive action. The suit of wands can indicate spiritual or professional troubles, so it’s possible there’s a stressful situation unfolding in his workplace, or that he is dealing with something personal to him. 

				Because no cups appear in this layout, there is little chance that the distance Brittany is feeling from her husband is emotional, or has anything to do with their marriage. The real reason for the distance is represented by the Tower. This suggests trouble brewing at work or that Matt might be afraid of losing his job.
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				The Reasons Reading

				Brittany’s Marriage

				Emotionally, Brittany needs to avoid creating problems between herself and her husband. Because all the cards in the first row are swords, she may find herself stuck in a cycle of obsession. It will grow stronger if she continues to worry or ruminate over what might be going on. This could lead her to imagine all sorts of things. If her husband is in the midst of a struggle at work and she begins to constantly nag him or ask him what is wrong, it could worsen the situation, as evidenced by the Tower card in the final position of the layout.

				Spiritually, Brittany must look within herself for resolution. The presence of the Page/Knave of Swords suggests an important message trying to emerge. Because she cannot access the answers intellectually (Two of Swords), she will need to seek spiritual retreat and guidance (Four of Swords) to calm her fears. She must find a way to trust her husband and support him through this difficult time by reopening the lines of communication between them. Once she realizes she is in no way responsible for his behavior, her fears will subside. While the Tower can predict an upset, the true message advises her to seek spiritual guidance in order to release, cleanse, and refresh her view of the situation.

				Julia’s Health Reading

				Julia is trying to lose weight, but, each time she begins to make progress, she finds herself moving back up on the scales, resulting in more weight than when she started. She wants to discover the reason behind her inability to lose weight. Julia is a Gemini, so she selected the Queen of Swords as her significator card. The Queen of Swords represents air sign women. 

				She shuffled and then pulled the following cards:

				Significator—Queen of Swords

				Four of Pentacles

				Nine of Cups

				The Moon

				Ten of Cups

				The Lovers

				Eight of Cups

				Notice that cups hold a dominant position in this reading, along with the Lovers and the Moon, all representative of emotions. This gives Julia an instant clue that the source of her troubles lies in her emotions, rather than any physiological or medical reasons.

				The first card is the Four of Pentacles, which indicates holding onto or holding back from something or someone. In a health reading, it is also a card that can indicate someone carrying extra weight. Julia is aware of her need to lose weight, and is trying to do something about it. The amount of food or calories she is consuming (Nine of Cups) is far beyond what her body needs, but she has yet to admit this, and is operating under the illusion that her calorie intake is fine (the Moon).

				In row two we look for clues about what is happening behind the scenes that could be influencing her inability to lose the weight. With the Ten of Cups and the Lovers in positions four and five, it’s apparent Julia’s relationship (or lack thereof) is the driving force in this equation. She may be caught in a troubled relationship, and is eating to avoid the reality that she needs to leave. Or, she may be unable to find a loving relationship, and believes it to be the source of her overeating. Another possibility might be that her partner is sabotaging Julia’s efforts by encouraging her to eat more or by bringing home food she has trouble resisting.
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				The Reasons Reading

				Julia’s Health

				The final card, the Eight of Cups, confirms that before Julia can lose weight and keep it off, she will have to face her emotional issues (cups) and move beyond them. The Eight of Cups represents one’s ability to leave current conditions and seek higher ground.

				Emotionally, Julia may feel that she needs the weight as protection, portrayed by the Four of Pentacles. She may also feel deprived when she cannot have a certain food or enjoy herself from time to time (Nine of Pentacles). However, the Moon implies that Julia is overeating to avoid dealing with her emotional issues.

				The Ten of Cups and the Lovers refer to issues Julia may have with experiencing love, for herself or another. If there have been failed relationships in the past, if her weight is keeping her from connecting with a loving partner, or if there was some type of abuse or neglect in childhood, these emotional aspects will play a part in Julia’s reluctance to be free of the weight. Until she faces these issues and puts them behind her (Eight of Cups) with the help of a therapist, or through spiritual means, she will continue to struggle with this issue.

				Spiritually, Julia is cutting herself off from her higher source of power when she overeats. Each time she diets and fails, she loses faith in herself and eats more, leaving her stuck in a metaphysical type of Catch-22. She could be afraid to let go of the extra food or the weight, based on the illusion that she needs it (Four of Pentacles, Nine of Cups and the Moon). Julia is keeping herself from the one thing she truly wants: a healthy and loving partnership. Before she can fulfill this dream, she must develop a partnership with Spirit. The image of the man who has turned his back on the past and dealt with his issues (Eight of Cups) illustrates that once she deals with these fears and emotional troubles from the past, she can turn to Spirit for help, ready to move into a brighter (and healthier) future.

				Birthday/Yearly Forecast Reading
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				The Birthday/Yearly Forecast reading will challenge you to expand your knowledge of the various meanings of the cards, as a single card represents the energy of an entire month. This layout is typically used for birthday, anniversary, or New Year’s readings, though you can perform one whenever you would like an overview of the twelve months ahead.

				Keep in mind that this type of reading is of a more general tone, setting the stage for each month without going into detail. It can be helpful if you are trying to plan a major event during the next twelve months, for example, a wedding, vacation, or relocation. You can think of this reading as a metaphysical calendar, similar to wall calendars that feature a single picture for each month of the year.

				Directions: As you shuffle the cards, concentrate on your hopes for the next twelve-month cycle. Fan them out across a table and pull thirteen cards at random or, draw them from the top of the deck. Shuffle the thirteen cards and then lay them out clockwise, placing the first card in the position that would represent one o’clock, as shown in the examples. Place the second card in the two o’clock position, and so on until you have laid out twelve cards. Place the thirteenth card in the middle. Card 1 will represent the current month, or January, when a new year begins.

				Before you begin the reading, discuss with your querent their hopes and expectations for the twelve months ahead. In this way, you can watch for evidence of them while you read. Encourage your querent to be interactive with you during the reading, sharing any thoughts and feelings about what the cards might indicate. 

				For example, if your querent is hoping to move to a new home, watch for the Knight of Pentacles or the Four of Wands to appear. Querents and their partners who are trying to have a baby should watch for the Empress, the Moon, or the Queen of Pentacles to appear. For more guidance on which card combinations indicate specific events, refer to the card combinations table in appendix C. 

				Moving clockwise, interpret each card individually to determine the energy of that particular month. Notice any feelings or messages you get from the card. For example, if the first card is the Ace of Cups, the month will be emotionally full (cups represent emotion). New levels of self-love and unconditional love will evolve over the next thirty days. There is a possibility of new romance or the renewal of a current relationship. Study the image on the card more closely and discuss it with your querent for additional information.

				Note that the months represented by major arcana cards will be more influential, and could indicate the coming of important events.

				Feel free to pull one to three additional cards if you come across a card you have trouble deciphering, or if you desire more information about a particular month. Additional cards give you expanded insight and specifics about any month where the message seems vague or negative (cards such as the Devil, the Tower, Ten of Swords, Five of Wands, etc.).

				When you have finished reading all twelve cards and their corresponding months, take a look at the card in the center. This card will contain the overall theme for the year ahead, and reveal the important lessons you or your querent will learn.

				Sherilyn and Jack’s Anniversary Reading

				Sherilyn and Jack just celebrated their first wedding anniversary. Sherilyn would like to know what the next year holds for them. 

				After shuffling and fanning out the cards, she drew these thirteen cards:

				Eight of Pentacles

				Five of Cups—Five of Wands, Eight of Wands, the Tower

				The Star

				The High Priestess

				King of Pentacles

				Four of Swords

				The Hermit

				Knight of Swords

				Page/Knave of Swords

				The Magician

				Four of Wands

				Strength

				The Lovers

				Because Sherilyn and Jack’s anniversary is in February, the card in the first position of this layout represents that month. The focus will be on their relationship, which dictates a certain tone for the reading. Remember, while you are contemplating the cards, always keep the theme of the question in mind.

				The Eight of Pentacles resides in the February position. As the first card in this layout, it suggests that, over the last year, Sherilyn and Jack have become more adept at their relationship. They are focused on common goals and work to maintain a healthy relationship. Emotionally, their connection is thriving, as evidenced by the Eight of Pentacles (portrayed in this deck by a strong and blossoming plant). Spiritually, Jack and Sherilyn are committed to the relationship and work on building its foundation in loving ways, depicted on this card by the man working at the base of the plant.
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				Birthday/Yearly Forecast Reading

				Sherilyn and Jack’s Anniversary

				The March position is occupied by the Five of Cups. It suggests a time of sorrow, though it is not specific as to the reason why. At this point, we drew three more cards to determine the source of this sorrow. 

				The cards that came up were the Five of Wands, the Eight of Wands and the Tower. Literally, this speaks to a possible fire in their home or the home of someone they love. This fire will start quickly (Eight of Wands) and, as the image suggests, could possibly be caused by arson or someone playing with matches. The Tower affirms an upsetting event of some kind. Based on the Tower and the image of the gate that appears in the Eight of Wands, we can assume that the sadness predicted for March revolves around damage to a house. Because there are two wand cards present (wands carry the energy of fire), we see the possible cause as a fire. It will affect Sherilyn and Jack emotionally through the experience of loss. Spiritually, it will afford them a stronger appreciation for the blessings that they have, as tragedy often leads to a stronger connection with the Universe. 

				The Star inhabits the position of April. The Star is a wish card that promises a dream is about to come true. When I asked Sherilyn if she held a certain dream in her heart, she told me that the couple was hoping to have a child soon. With that information, I told her that April might be a month of increased fertility for her (based on the balanced jars of flowing water and sexual energy in the card), and that it was highly possible she could become pregnant during this month. Emotionally, this card represents inner joy, hope for the future, and contains the idea of “reaching for the stars” or “written in the stars.” Spiritually, Sherilyn and Jack will be blessed in a karmic manner during this month, indicated by the image of a star hanging over the woman’s head in this card. 

				May is represented by the High Priestess. Because a large Moon is depicted in the background of this image, we find more hints of the beginning of a pregnancy. The High Priestess is a card of wisdom and ancient knowledge. If Sherilyn discovers she is pregnant, she will begin collecting information from those who have had this experience. Emotionally, she will feel as if she has been blessed with a very important gift. This card also predicts that, in May, a new spiritual understanding will develop between the couple, and possibly a third spirit, not yet born.

				The King of Pentacles rules over June. In this type of reading, the court cards represent traits or conditions normally associated with their suit rather than actual people. (See card combinations in appendix C for more detailed information.) The King of Pentacles represents mastery over physical and financial worlds. When we look at this card from an emotional standpoint, we interpret this marriage to be strong, stable, and secure. This is the month that Sherilyn and Jack could experience financial gain, and be able to start saving for the future. Spiritually, this card reminds them to take stock of their non-material riches. In this image, notice that the king lounges upon a pile of gold but his attention is on the future, where greater dreams await. 

				July is represented by the Four of Swords. This card indicates a time of rest and relaxation. If the couple is planning a vacation, this would be an ideal month to schedule it. Emotionally, both Sherilyn and Jack may feel drained and need to recharge. If Sherilyn is in fact pregnant, she will feel more tired than usual. Emotionally, there may be a lull in conversation or activity as, individually and together, they regroup. In a spiritual sense, the Four of Swords indicates a time of healing and inner transformation during which the couple can reconnect with the Divine. 

				August will be a time of enlightenment for this couple, designated by the Hermit card. Also known as the Seeker in some decks, this card implies a time of searching. In August, they will begin their search for a new house or perhaps new careers. Whatever desires have been building for the future, this is the time in which they can actively start to seek them out. Emotionally, they may feel isolated from each other or from their dreams, as their search could take longer than they expect. Spiritually, this is a fertile month for accessing new information and enlightenment, both of which will help the couple manifest their future goals.

				The September position is occupied by the Knight of Swords. This could indicate a conflict or disagreement between Sherilyn and Jack, or could portray that assertive action will be necessary before they can move forward. Emotionally, they may find themselves short-tempered or stubborn. This card indicates the need to move quickly on something, perhaps to make an offer on a house or resolve an argument, rather than allowing it to build. Spiritually, they will have to release anger and resentment, striving for clearer communication and more unconditional love to reach a compromise in these conflicts. 

				The Page/Knave of Wands occupies the October position. This card heralds new inspiration or agreements in the partnership. Whatever issues arose in the previous month will have been resolved, so they can look forward to a fresh start. In this deck the Page stands facing a great expanse. The lizard on his cloak is symbolic of a dream this couple is ready to pursue. A new focus will emerge in Sherilyn and Jack’s relationship, which could take the form of a new house, one or the other starting a new job, or collectively, a new goal to consider. Spiritually, this card represents spiritual growth and advancement, suggesting that new opportunities will come to them in karmic ways.

				November is represented by the Magician. This major arcana card implies that November will be a powerful and transformational month for Sherilyn and Jack. Whatever they set their minds to, they can manifest, and karmic gifts are sure to come their way. If Sherilyn is not pregnant by this time, the possibility of conception is strong again this month. Emotionally, this couple will feel empowered, confident, and highly in tune with one another. Though the Magician card can sometimes imply deception, in this reading it speaks to the fact that spiritually, they have mastered all the elements of their relationship and can move together to create anything they desire.

				With the Four of Wands in the December position, this could be the time when they purchase or move into a new house. As a card that represents home, family and security, Sherilyn and Jack will be focused on the holidays, personal relationships, and, hopefully, the imminent birth of their first child. Emotionally, they have much to be thankful for, and will mark the season by decorating their new home together for the first time. Spiritually, this card defines the protection of the Universe, and affirms that they have created a strong foundation from which to proceed.

				The Strength card represents the energy of January, affirming continued growth and progress for Jack and Sherilyn. As they prepare to greet a new year, they will want to review the challenges they have overcome and the lessons they have learned together. The Strength card indicates power and determination, and, in this couple’s case, increases their ability to maintain boundaries and stick with their disciplines. These traits will serve them well physically, emotionally, and spiritually in the coming months, as they become more secure and begin to expand their family and their assets. This card suggests their spiritual lives are strong, also contributing to their ability to manifest their dreams.

				The Lovers card sits in the center of this reading, heralding a year of deepening love and affection. As partners, they will build great things together, spiritually as well as physically. Their emotional security comes from putting each other first while still maintaining their individuality. Spiritually, they will experience much joy this year. Notice the angel that hovers over the lovers in this card, suggesting a partnership not only between them, but in conjunction with Spirit, as they venture forward on a path to their dreams. 

				Dennis’ Birthday Reading

				Dennis is about to celebrate his fiftieth birthday, and would like to know what he can expect in the year ahead. The card in the number one position was designated as October, since this is the month in which he was born. 

				The thirteen cards he drew were:

				The Hanged Man

				Knight of Cups

				The Empress

				Knight of Pentacles

				The Hierophant

				Nine of Cups

				Two of Wands

				Four of Wands

				Six of Cups

				Seven of Swords

				Ten of Cups

				Six of Wands

				Three of Cups

				The Hanged Man occupies the first position and represents October. This card indicates a time of non-movement. Whatever projects or expectations Dennis has for this month will have to be put on hold. Though he may not like it, he will be blocked if he attempts to move forward. Emotionally, this card can indicate frustration, worry or indecision. Spiritually, this card is asking Dennis to go within this month, to experience a rebirth and transformation on a soul level.

				In November we see the Knight of Cups. This indicates that action and movement will resume in November, particularly in personal matters and relationships. Because the knight is in the suit of cups, Dennis will be actively moving toward things that fulfill him emotionally. With a higher awareness (thanks to the inner work he completed in October), he will continue to advance spiritually as he integrates his intuition and emotions.
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				Birthday/Yearly Forecast Reading

				Dennis’ Birthday

				The Empress card is in the December position. Dennis will spend most of his time celebrating the holidays with family and loved ones. Emotionally, the Empress will evoke his affectionate side and fill him with generosity. Spiritually, this card embodies the traits of a caregiver. This is the ideal season for Dennis to nurture himself and others, and act from the heart in all things.

				Big changes await Dennis in January, as indicated by the Knight of Pentacles. Traditionally, the Knight of Pentacles refers to a physical move of some type. Dennis may decide to change his residence at this time, or move his business to a different location. This card can also indicate a restoration of health in January, so he may decide to join a gym or take up a sport to improve his energy and mobility. Emotionally, the Knight of Pentacles represents one who is ready for change, inside and out. Spiritually, this card speaks to Dennis’ intuitive ability to clear the blocks in his way this month so he can move confidently into the future.

				The Hierophant occupies the February position. This card represents the wisdom of following directions and aligning to a higher authority. Dennis has his own business, but may have to address issues of licensing, permits, or other regulatory obligations related to his work. He would be wise to stay away from any get-rich-quick schemes, and follow the tried-and-true methods that have brought him success in the past. Spiritually, the Hierophant calls for a return to his spiritual disciplines, and asks that Dennis devote more time to expanding his intuitive awareness.

				The Nine of Cups is in the March position. This will be an abundant month for Dennis, with much to celebrate. It indicates that more than one success or blessing will appear. Emotionally, a sense of joy will surround his every move. Dennis is single, but desires a relationship. With the Nine of Cups in this position, it could be a fortunate month for him in the love department. This card represents spiritual abundance and a renewed sense that he is being aided by the Universe to move closer to his dreams. He may find that, almost overnight, a single effort will begin to generate multiple gifts, courtesy of Spirit.

				Dennis will have an important decision to make in April, as indicated by the Two of Wands. This card indicates a job offer or business proposal, which would involve leaving one position to pursue another. Emotionally, this will be a time of transition as Dennis releases one choice and embraces another. He may find himself at a crossroads of sorts. Because both choices may be equally appealing, he will have to rely on intuition and spiritual guidance for direction on how best to proceed.

				The Four of Wands represents May. This could prove a lucrative month for Dennis, as he is in the business of selling houses (a house is one definition of this card). The Four of Wands indicates a strong foundation and the building of one’s security. It can also refer to his desire to start a family. Emotionally, the Four of Wands indicates that he will feel less scattered and more structured in his approach to life during this month. Spiritually, the Four of Wands confirms that Dennis is surrounded by spiritual forces that encourage his success and protect his movements.

				June is represented by the Six of Cups. This card speaks to the idea of a soul mate or new friend. If Dennis didn’t meet someone in March, this is another month where a love connection is possible. If he is already involved with someone, this could be the month the relationship becomes more serious. Emotionally, this month will herald more play and less work. If Dennis was planning a vacation this year, I’d recommend June as a positive option, based on this card. Spiritually, the Six of Cups supports the idea of simply being in the world, and encourages Dennis to live each day with childlike joy and optimism.

				Dennis will have to practice extra caution in July, based on the Seven of Swords in this position. This card indicates stealing or thievery, and if Dennis is not careful, he could lose something of value to him. Emotionally, someone close to him could betray or undermine him. This could be a family, romantic, or business connection. Spiritually, he needs to ask Spirit for extra protection and higher awareness. Then, if someone tries to steal from him on a physical, emotional, or spiritual level, he will be alerted by his intuition.

				The August position is occupied by the Ten of Cups. This card speaks to a month of love and abundance. Because the Six of Cups appeared in June, this card confirms that a developing relationship will prosper and grow. Dennis could be thinking about marriage or a more permanent connection during this month. This card embodies the concepts of affection, true love, and joy, predicting that his relationships will endure and that he will experience contentment. Spiritually, he will feel at one with the Universe this month, protected and supported. 

				September is represented by the Six of Wands. This card suggests that Dennis will be facing some battles. On a positive note, forewarned is forearmed, so alerting him to this fact can help him prepare for whatever may happen. This card also indicates an improvement in his health and a stronger constitution. Emotionally, Dennis may have to defend his dreams. The Six of Wands promises that he will remain clear, focused, and determined. Spiritually, Dennis has the support of the Universe behind him, and is ready to meet the challenges that come his way. With Spirit’s help, he will breeze through these battles, and is sure to emerge victorious. 

				The card in the center of the layout is the Three of Cups. As the central theme of this reading, the Three of Cups predicts more socializing and advancement this year. It also addresses Dennis’ need to expand his contacts, socially as well as professionally. Emotionally, he will experience three major breakthroughs in matters of the heart. Spiritually, Dennis will complete this year feeling freer, more joyful, and one step closer to his quest for inner as well as outer wholeness. Dennis will feel divinely blessed, calling for celebration, the traditional meaning of this card. 

				Jon’s New Year Reading

				Jon has had many challenges in his personal life over the last two years, and, as a new year approaches, is hoping to see improvement in the areas of health, finance, and relationships. 

				For this New Year’s reading, he drew the following thirteen cards:

				Ace of Swords

				The Lovers

				Ten of Wands

				Five of Cups

				Knight of Pentacles

				Death

				The Moon

				Two of Cups

				The Hanged Man

				Eight of Pentacles

				The High Priestess

				Eight of Cups

				The Empress

				At first glance, this appears to be another difficult year for Jon. Six months in this reading contain major arcana cards, and six of the cards in the overall layout indicate challenging times. As such, this is when using the multiple metaphysical meanings will come in handy. As Jon faces a year of transformation, Spirit will ask him to let go of whatever situations are keeping him stuck, so he can restore balance and prosperity to his life.

				Because this reading is specific to a new calendar year, the first card will represent January. The Ace of Swords reveals a stronger and more determined Jon, ready to do whatever it takes to change his life. The ace speaks to new beginnings, while the suit of swords, to new thoughts and ideas. Emotionally, he feels optimistic about the future and the new year ahead. During this month he will gain new awareness from the Universe that will help him recognize and prepare to move beyond anything that is not positive in his life.

				[image: cards41.eps]

				Birthday/Yearly Forecast Reading

				Jon’s New Year

				The Lovers occupies February. Jon has been involved in a relationship for five years, which has had many ups and downs. He has been thinking about ending it. However, during this month, the connection will be emotionally fulfilling and stable, and both parties will be ready to give the partnership a second chance. Spiritually, this card will encourage Jon to view his partner and himself with more unconditional love, affection, and appreciation.

				In March, Jon could be overburdened with work obligations, as depicted by the Ten of Wands. He may experience a few weeks of overtime, or be faced with taking on others’ responsibilities. This could work against him in his relationship, for he will have little time for himself or anyone else. Emotionally, he could become short-tempered or impatient. Spiritually, there is a transition in the works, as the Universe attempts to strengthen his resolve and skills, while shifting his focus away from other areas of his life.

				April is represented by the Five of Cups. Because cups rule emotions, and the five card represents a loss of some kind, there is a strong possibility that his relationship will end. This is also confirmed by the fact that his relationship does not show up again in the remaining cards for the year, and amplified by his confession that there has been trouble in the past. Emotionally, a brighter future lies ahead (depicted in this card by the two upright cups on the right), once he has released what is no longer viable. The Five of Cups speaks to a time of spiritual release, which will be vital to Jon’s ability to move forward.

				In the May position, we find the Knight of Pentacles. This card represents a physical move on someone’s part. Either Jon or his partner will be moving out. More than likely Jon will be moving, as this reading is specific to him, but, either way, his surroundings will be in transition. Emotionally, he will experience a shift, and, by the end of the month, Jon will be able to appreciate the changes that take place in his environment. Spiritually, one of Jon’s requests to the Universe was to improve his relationship, and though it seems to contradict his desires, he must let go of what he has to access what he wants—a loving and devoted connection.

				The Death card occupies the June position. This month will herald a rebirth for Jon, as one aspect of his life (the relationship) fades away to make room for new opportunities. Emotionally, he may feel lost or surrounded by sadness, but in the midst of this transition, Jon will reconnect with aspects of himself that may have been lost or buried while he and his partner were together. Slowly but surely, his true self will return as Spirit leads him through a tunnel of darkness and into a brand new awareness of life and its endless potentials.

				July is represented by the Moon, a card that traditionally predicts illusion or self-deception. Jon must be mindful not to fall into addictive behavior or activities that distract him from his spiritual cycle of growth. He may want to seek help to deal with his emotions or the fear that he will never find another relationship, common when one finds themselves in this position. He may also hear from his past lover during this month, and must be careful not to let his emotions lead him back into a no-win situation. Spiritually, the Moon card calls for Jon to trust his intuition over his emotions or ego, and warns him to avoid getting caught up in the outer trappings of life.

				The Two of Cups promises a return to emotional balance for Jon in August. At this point, he may begin to date again or receive romantic attention from someone new. Though the connection may not be long-term, it will restore Jon’s confidence. His experience with this new person will help Jon become clearer on the type of partnership he wants. Spiritually, this card represents a promise of hope and optimism for the future, a sign that he is ready to put the past behind him and open up to new experiences as the Universe presents them.

				The Hanged Man represents September. This card indicates that most aspects of Jon’s life will hang in limbo. Because he will have time on his hands this month, he can regroup, recover, and start making plans for the future. September could also be a good month to get away for a vacation or involve himself in spiritual practices that will continue to improve his perspective of the future. Because he mentioned health issues at the start of this reading, this would be an ideal time to address any conditions that might involve surgery or recovery time. The Hanged Man also calls for spiritual reflection, patience and self-examination, all activities he should engage in during this recovery process.

				The Eight of Pentacles sits in the October position. This card predicts a promotion or career advancement for Jon. Based on all the hard work he did in March and the skills he has learned since then, Jon has become very adept at his work. He may even start an independent business. Whatever path he chooses, more money appears to be coming his way. This will restore his financial balance, one of the areas he mentioned struggling with in previous years. Once money is no longer an issue, his emotions will return to balance as well. Spiritually, he is finally being recognized and rewarded by his employers, along with the Universe, for his willingness to let go of what no longer works for him, and for his ability to embrace and practice new spiritual disciplines.

				The High Priestess appears in the November position. This suggests a time of enlightenment in which Jon will gain new awareness and appreciation for the gifts that are beginning to emerge from his past struggles. His emotions will no longer be a source of discomfort, but will offer him important messages instead. Spiritually, Jon’s intuition will grow stronger, enabling him to make better choices about his life and his future as he continues to follow Spirit’s directives.

				In December, the Eight of Cups suggests Jon has finally overcome his challenges and is ready to move to higher ground. He will come to the end of this difficult cycle and be ready to leave the past behind. Jon’s future looks bright, with endless options ahead. Now that his emotional and financial challenges have been resolved, he may also discover that most of his health problems have corrected themselves. (The cups in this image imply that whatever difficulties he had at the beginning of the year have been resolved and are behind him.) Spiritually, the majority of his troubles stemmed from his inability to let go of ideas and situations that were bad for him. Now that he’s surrounded by spiritual protection and abundance, his choices will begin to work in his favor, delivering the outcomes he’s hoping for.

				The final card, located in the center of the layout, is the Empress. This sets the theme of Jon’s year as one of self-nurturing and personal care. The Empress embodies an energy of comfort and support that will enable him to move through the year’s emotional situations with grace. Spiritually, the Empress will teach him to honor his truths, love himself, and trust that he has a benevolent parent in the Universe. As his difficulties clear and he finds himself on the brink of a new life, he can create a brighter future, free of strife and burdens.

				[contents]
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