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Anyway, Back t0 the PressinG fecal
matter. What haPPens when the next
Person uses the birtieb beCk?

| imagGine they’» notiCe? K theyD
ProGrammepd a troPiCal Rain Forrest,
But specCifiCally not one that smelt Of
fresh POO, | reCkon they miGht flaG it
UP with the ShiP’'s enGineer.
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well, 1 bon't think I'> Be £00 haPPy with the
wait, SO mayBe I'D just vOmit her Out.

YOU'P vOmit her out?
Yeah, Why not?

SO as if peeinG onto these pPeoPle in their
sacred POOI wasn't Bab enOuGh, you're
NOW GOING tO StiCk your finGers bown

you throat anb Puke an ol women all
over the place?






OEBPS/images/Pointless conversati_fmt72.jpeg
POlﬂ‘l‘.I ess
05






OEBPS/images/Pointless conversati_fmt47.jpeg
| WOUD think they’d use somethinG
that actually works, like BeaminG the
POOP Out Of the room Or some Other
form Of anti-matter system. NOt your
StuP® BulB, WhiCh bOes nothinG aPart
from Blind PeoPle anb make bust fall
t0 the floor throuGh the “‘Power of
awesomeness™...sily moth man
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| Can aCCePt the mystery 0f my own
existence; | Can remain content with
no real unberstanbinG of the Galaxy
Beyonb our own POOrstep; | Can even
iGhore the pointiess “P” on
Pterobactyl, But | SimPly must
unberstand this final Great

mystery.
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| know I've spent a IonG time thinkinG
aBout it, I'm sure you have, anb I'm
GuUessinG everyone has at one time or
another contemplateb aspecCts Of this
contentious point.

'S an aGe OIb question. Everyone
has a bifferent view, there’s no riGht
Or WronG answer, But rather it’s the

Question itsel that is impPortant.
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of all the f00P in the universe, you
ask fOr a Cheese sanPwiCh...an
insPired Choice...

well, it’s just an example. What
woulb you Choose?

1 bon’t know, But it woulb Be a tab
more excitinG anb frontierinG than
Breab On Chebbar.
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But you're in the mibble Of an
unexplored Galaxy. YOU may not Pass
a Planet that has fO0b fit fOr human

consumPtion fOr several months!

There must Be somethinG |
coulb have?
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SO, if yOu wanteb t0 GO roCk ClimBinG
in Brazil, you Coulb ProGramme the
computer t0 simulate this bown t0
every betaileb Blabe Of Grass, anp then
walk into the holobeCk anb GO fOr a
ClimB, without the risk of fallinG to
your beath.

But you woubn't actually Be ClimBinG
woulb you, But rather the illusion Of.
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A pointless
conversation
aBOut...

THE BIG ONE!
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Just bon't.
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Anb Can you Get f00P POiSOniNG from
hOIO £00D, But then Cure yoursel
When you leave?

YOU'D Be Pretty stupd to
Pre-ProGramme some Bab f00P thOUGh.
“ComPuter, Give me a CuP Of teaq, But
make sure the mik is sour. Oh, and a
taPeworm while you're at it.”
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R'D Be war!

NOt sure aBout an actual war
over a POO, But whoever bone the
pirty beeb woulb Be in real trouBle.

FOr sure. Anb in that aGe, with
abvanceb reCcords anbd PNA testinG,
it’P Be hard t0 Get

away with.
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well what am | suPPOseb
t0 p0?

L...1 bon't honestly know?

ExacCtly!
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Quite an Obd name, Crusher, when you
think aBout it, especially for a poctor?

R iS. POCtOr Crusher. Sounpbs like a Bonp
Babbie. NOt exacCtly the name you want
t0 hear while lyinG On a siCkBay Beb
SufferinG the effects Oof a Bab fall you
sustained on the holobeck...especCially i
you'’re covereb in your own POO...
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'S the BiGGest Question

of the lot.
The holy Grail of life’s
imPortance.

The one Question that hanGs
over our very existence.

A biemma that simPly has t0 Be
answerep.
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ImaGine the scene. YOU walk onto
the holobeck, int0 a Perfect biGital
recreation Of your Earth hOome. r’s a
niCe bay, the house is warm, anp your
hOlOGraPhiC family iS PlayinG arounbd in
the Garben: you feel totally at home.
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what? carbassian cornflakes?
VuiCan veal? There’s nothinG! YOu
miGht visit A Planet where the aliens
only eat lava.

Better than reconstitutepd POO. I'D
rather eat hot lava than somethinG
thatd exiteb wors'’s PriCkly BaCk boor!

i’'s the same thinG to
Be farr...
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well, enouGh of that for now; I'll save
the rest of that fOr tOniGht; | think
it’s that time; it’s time tO PisCuss

the BiG One.

YeP, | think we've COme far
enouGh in Our lives; let’s tackle
one O0f humanity’s most important
Questions.
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AlSO, if yOu finiSh your session on the
holobeCk anb leave, switChinG it all Off
Behind you, woulb the POOP stay there
unti someone noticeb it?

AS far as | know, the EnterpPrise -
as well as all of the 24th Century
starshiPs — is 2 Pretty immaculate
Place. LumPS Of ranboOm POO lyinG
around woubn't GO unnoticeb for
100 IoNnG.
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sSome Of it iS real thOUGh, SUCh as the
repliCateb features.

TO a Certain extent, But uniike the
replicated items you can make on the
ShiP — SUCh as PiCard’s CuP of tea, Earl
Grey, hot — the repPliCateb items oOn
the holobeCk Can not Be removeb.
once they leave the holo areq, they
pisinteGrate.
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AS far as | know, it’s all 2 mixture of
Projections, forcefielbs. replicatep
matter and tractor Beams. TOGether,
alonG with a few other Bits Of
trickery suCh as sounb effects anp
others, they Create a worlb that is

as Close t0 reality — or as far away
from reality, if that's what you reqQuire
— as iS teChniCally

POssiBle.
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Ahhh....
Amy macponab....
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But with the replicator you are not
eatinG somethinG that has Been
Cleaneb; you are eatinG somethinG that
has Been literally mabe out of POO!

i hasn't Been “literally” mabe out of
POO! YOU bOn't ask fOr a QuiChe anb
then Get a Plateful Of human waste
in the shape Of a QuiChe! ‘1
specCifiCally stated NO sweetcorn!”
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some of the worlb’'s finest minbs have
sPent their entire lives conspering it,
StWbyinG it, tryinG t0 Come t0 terms
with what it all means and how it
affeCts us on a Greater scCale.

R’S an enormous issue alriGht, BicGGer
than anythinG we’'ve ever biscusseb
Previously, anb ProBaBly ever wiill.
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SO what PO you PO with the POOPO?
PO yoOu Clean-uP after yourselk with a
sPabe anb Bin BaG?

Yeah, that’d Be a really niCe way t0
end your hard earnep leisure time;
SCOOPING UP yOur Own mess...
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MayBe I'P have some cornflakes anb
eat them after mibniGht, just t0
see the 24th century CollaPse into
aPOCalyPtiC mabness...
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AMD, if there’s a POwercut while you're
takinG your POO On the holobeck,

boes the toilet bisaPPear anb you fall
Backwarbs int0 your own mess?

AGain, | assume there are safety
measures...althouGh walkinG Back
throuGh the shiP t0 your Quarters
woulb Be Pretty emBarrassing...
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But woulb the holobeCk mask the
smell? k's eQuiPPed with fracrancep
flud atomizers.

Yes, But now all the smells Of the
normal bay woulb have t0 Be maGnifieb
10 mask the stenCh. YOur Breakfast
woulb Be overpowerinGly fragrant, as
woulb everythinG else. £ woulb ruin
the whole illusion.
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YOUr BODby has Been runninG flat out
10 COPe with the enerGy usep up, anp
you've Been constantly replenishinG
With hOIO fO0D. ThiS iS fine When On
the holobeCk, But after you've finisheb
your 27 mile marathon anb left the
confines Of the room, surely all the
fluds, 00D, vitamins, salts, CarBs etcC
that you've surviveb on will

PisaPPear?

MayBe a-
rectal
forcefielp?...





OEBPS/images/Pointless conversati_fmt21.jpeg
You've waited ages tO acCtually Get
some hours on the holobeck, anb
you're not GOInG t0 waste them By
leavinG to use the toilet in your
Quarters, SO you becCibe t0 have

a POOP in What is essentially the
Bathroom in your own home.
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I'D take a massive bump in there on
PUrPOse, just sO wesley Crusher hab t0
Get bown On his hanbs anb kness anp
SCOOP it UP.

Same here! By the time he'd finishep
with my mess, he’s know the true
meaninG of “Crusher”
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Surely it’s still in the room with you, anb
as the floor and surrounbinG walls are
essentially Projectors, you'» assume that
the POO iS hoverinG in md air so it's kept
away from BIOCkinG the Beams?

OBviOusly you can't see the P00, as it's
Behinb the Projection Of a holOGraPhiC
sewace Pipe, But yes: it's just you anb a
flyinG Piece Of Brown in an emPty room.
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GOOD Points. The first Point is Quite
a PisturBinG one, especCially if you
consder that the holo POO you're
takinG on the holobeck boesn't
actually exist.

Why sO?
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What hapPens
when you take
A POO On 3
holobeCk?
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Actually, I've just thOuGht Of
somethinG recardinG the removal of
waste on the Enterprise.

PO they ChucCk it out the
WinPOW, Mr. MOth?...
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But luckily for you, you're orberep
to take an away team bown t0 an
unbiscoverebd Planet. k'S a Bit
pesolate anb roCky with not a ot
GOING On, But then you spot a
massive lake, Brimmeb with Pure
GleaminG Pinky fluib.
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SO, let’s Get bown t0 it. 'm sure there
will Be muCh beBate, anb I'm GuessinG not
everyone wil aGree with what we have

t0 say, But it SimPly must Be bisCusseb.
it's 2 matter of massive sOCioOloGiCal
imPortance, anb we woulb Be boinG
ourselves a bisserviCe i we at least
pidn't consider eaCh

other’s views.
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SO you PO the POOPO-

WhiCh iS weird enouGh, as you're
essentially sQuattinG semi-nakeb in an
emPty room anb boinG it on the floor
like an animal.

~Clean UP, flush, anb Get Back tO
enjoyinG this lovely holo bay.
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what haPPens when the next pPerson
comes onto the holobeCk straiGht
after you, with their pre-set
ProGramme alreaby runninG? woulb
your POO still Be there?

POSSiBlY? K nO One has Gcone in t0
Clean-UP afterwards, then yes.
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well, if, rather than takinG a real POO,
you're actually receivinG a biGitiseb
sensation of POO release, then think
Of What is actually haPPeninG. Think
Of what the tractor Beams woulb Be
POING as they ...open anb...you know!
t's not a Pleasant thOuGht! ImaGine
takinG a holo tibble!

“Shubber” GOOD Point.
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SO imaGine this: you haven't eaten in
several bays, haven't brank anythinG
But conbensation fOr nearly a week;
you're aChinG fOr a ProPer meal anp
GasPinG fOr a COOl BeveraGe.

conbensation On starshiP WinbOWS:;
Ssoumbly likely...
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TO a Certain extent, But when you
really think aBout it — as in

really tnink - that’s what happens
with water now. All the water in our
taPs has Been treateb anb Cleaneb sO
it’s safe to use. rt’'s essentially the
same system with the replicator, only
on a far more intricate scale.
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But then, just as you're swallowinG
another massive mouthful, a fluby
fiGure rises UP from the lake’s
surface anb ShOouts

“0i! What are you PlayinG at?
You've just Prunk my Nan!”
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Fin

(what a pPointless conversation...)
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And hOw COulb you relax when there'’s
Q BiG PieCe Of POO floatinG arounp
the room?

YOU Can't see it!

Sure, But you know it’s there. FOr
all you know, you coulb Be aBout
tO eat your holo Breakfast with a
camouflaGep pieCe Of POO On the
same Plate!
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on the Point 0f the holo f00P Only
BeinG PiGital, this is surely really
PanGerous? FOr instance: if you GO
onto the holobeCk anb beCibe t0 run a
marathon, all the while tOPPING UP your
fluds anb fuel with PiGitised f00D, what
haPPens when you leave?

HOw woulb it simulate
constiPation?...
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hmmm..what a sweet nature..
mmm...and SO talenteb...
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OK, that’s the Ground work, But what
aBout the PIOP itsek? wWhat hapPens
When POO Or any Other excreteb
matter is spurted in the holobeCk?

well, let’s set the scene has t0 how
and Why any fecal coulb Be released
intoO thiS hOIO POMmain.






OEBPS/images/Pointless conversati_fmt23.jpeg
And now we Get to the BiG question:
what hapPens tO that lump

Of GuUnk?
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SO, what have we learnt:
what hapPens when you take
a POO On the holobeck?

SimPle answer?
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Then it hits you. Blinbed By behybration,
you've just bowneb a Gutful of the
“Great Link”; 2 worib-sizeb sea Of
ChanGelinGs SUCh as ObO from peep
SPaCe Nine. NOw you've GOt some
fella’s Nan in your Belly, SWishinG
around! what PO you p0?
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The fO00D repliCators on the shiP work
usinG a Bi0-matter resequencer, WhiCh
BasiCally means that they take waste
from other sources anb re-sort it

t0 Probuce what is requirep. SO, if

you want a Cheese sanPwiCh, the
replicator takes the waste matter anp
re-orGanises the relevant particles
into that Of the

SanPwiCh.
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Shoulb | just GO Back aBoard the
EnterpPrise, keeP SChtum aBout the
whole event, anb then flush her on a
hOIOGraPhiC toiet SO she Gets turneb
int0 someone’s binner? “Sorry aBout
that, KinG Of the ChanGelinGs, But your
Granbmother is now a Plate Of ChiPs.
Please acCcePt my conbolences, anp
helP yourself t0

ketChupP.”
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LOOK, as | Was SayinG, the waste on
the Enterprise is converteb into
matter fOr the repliCaters t0 use.

Anpb?

well, think aBout it. when you eat
somethinG from the repliCator,

you're BasiCally eatinG the entire
Crew’s POO.
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well, I'P just wait for nature t0 take
itS course.

SO you'b simPly say “sorry aBout that
mate, Give me 20 minutes anb I'll Pee her
Out’™? You'p quite haPpily just kiCk BaCk on

the Bank with an O laby insibe Of you, and
then t0 abb more insult to this
astonishinG act of interGalacCtiC PiPlomacy,
youd just wibble her BacCk int0 the

Great Link?
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| still woulbn't eat it. 'm not eatinG a
lasaGna mabe out Of Riker’s
BOttOm sPray.

SO you'd starve then?

NO, I'P horbe all the fresh f00P |
coub £inb.
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| Can think Of nO tOPiC more
imPortant.

Me neither. ThiS iS truly life’s BiGGest
unanswerep qQuestion.

well let’s start with the BasiCs. HOW
Poes the holobeCk - On the StarshiP
EnterPrise from Star Trek: The Next

Generation - actually work?
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well what hapPens then?

ThiS iS the 24th Century after
all. Bin BaGs anb a sPabe is a little
pateb... | assume the room Cleans

itself after you've left, or at

Pre-ProGrammep times?

Like my awesome IonisinG BulB?
They Coulb use that t0 Clean
the room?
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That'’s riGht. YOU'D think you were
ClimBinG, But really the tractor Beams
anb force fielbs woulb Be workinG
aGainst you to Give the sensation

Of ClimBinG, makinG it harb. In reality
you' just Be hoverinG sliGhtly Off the
Grounb in an empty room, But youd
see, smell, hear anb feel the warmth
Of that summer’s bay. it's BasiCally fully
interactive virtual reality.
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You're as bry as a Bone, Parchep,
GasPinG fOr a brink, SO you run
straiGht for the riverBank anb PlunGge
you heab straiGht intO the mysterious
£lud, GUIPING vast mOuthfuls like your
life bepenbed On it.
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But what if you then becibe t0 take your
family fOr a brive arounb the country, still
Oon the holobeck. pistance is irrelevant, as

it's all a Projection, sO the POO should Be
noO more than a few feet away from you

at all times.

That'’s riGht! YOU COulb Be PiChiCkinG in a
fielb or hot air BallooninG, But you’» imaGine
that the reek of hot-riPe PIOP woulb
always Be in the air?
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SPeakinG of Breakfast, we now Come
t0 some very imPortant Points. ¥ you
eat the replicated holo f00D, Can you
POOP it Out On the holobeCk as real or
hOIOGraPhiC Crub? Anb, if you eat holo
£00D On the holobeCk anb Gain
sustenance from it, will it vanish
£from your Boby when you

leave the room?
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ImaGine the hit your Boby woulb take,

as several Pints Of flud subbenly vanish,
alonG with all the fO00P anb sustenance.

it woulb Be like GOING from normal to0
excessively behybrateb anb starveb within
the sPace of several seconbs! peath!

I'm asSUminG there are some safety
measures t0 stoP this tyPe Of thinG
haPPeningG...
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| Can’t imaGine the Feberation’s flaGshiP
havinG 2 room Wwith a solitary POO in

it, left for weeks on enb t0 fester.

R’'s a biPlomatiC vessel for starters.
HOW woulb the Feberation 100k i PiCard
takes an alien amBassabor Oon a tour
Of the shiP, Only tO leab him into an
emPty room But fOr a week OIb moulby
POO, sPlattereb in

the mibble?






