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The whistling got louder and louder and
then there was a knock at the door. Tiberius

hurried to open it.

"T've got a parcel here for you Tiberius, but I

have to say it's a bit on the smelly side.”

"Yummy!" said Tiberius. "It smells delicious

to me.”

The postman gave Tiberius his parcel, turned
around and began whistling again as he

walked back down the path.

Tiberius went into the kitchen and put his
parcel on the table. He had already guessed
what was in it. His dear Aunt Philamena

had sent him some of his favourite cheese,
Gorgonzola. That was a real treat for Tiberius

because the local shopkeeper only stocked
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When they arrived back home, Croaky Crow
had already got out the barbecue and made a

big list of all the people who said they would
come to the party.
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Drag and Tiberius went over to the cake and,
to Tiberius’ horror, he suddenly realised that
the candles weren't lit and neither was the

barbecue!

"Matches,” he whispered to Croaky Crow.

"I haven't got any,”

Croaky Crow replied.

"Matches,” he whispered to Sneaky Cat.

"I haven't got any either,”

Sneaky Cat replied.
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"Where's the cake?” asked Croaky Crow.

"The cake!” said Sneaky Cat.

"The caaake!” said Tiberius.
"We've forgotten the cake!”

"Why don’t we make one of your special
chocolate cakes?” suggested Sneaky Cat.
"It wouldn't take long.”

"What a good idea,” said Tiberius. "T'll go
and start it now, but the hardest part will be
putting on all the candles. How old did you
say he was? Nine hundred and ninety-nine?”

TR Y

"Something like that,” said Croaky Crow.

"Dragons do live for a very long time.”
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He got to the signpost and turned right.

When he found Croaky Crow and Sneaky Cat
he told them about his idea. They thought

it was wonderful and immediately set about
making a party list.
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All eyes were on him as he circled round and
round in the sky. Everybody felt they were
waiting for ages and ages when suddenly
Croaky Crow did a double somersault.

"HE'S COMING!” shouted Tiberius.
"Quiet, everybody!”

They heard crunching sounds as Drag walked
up the path and everyone went quiet.

When Drag opened the gate everybody sang at

the top of their voices...
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At the village shop Mrs Johnson was
surprised to see Sneaky Cat and Tiberius

looking so excited.
"What are you two up to?” she asked.

"We are going to give Drag a surprise birthday
party barbecue, so we want lots of nice things

to eat.”

Sneaky Cat produced a list. "Could we have
all of these, please, and anything else you
can think of. Oh, and by the way,

you are invited as well.”

I
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Sometimes the postman came to Tiberius’ house,
but not very often. Occasionally he had a letter
from a friend who had moved away to another
village and sometimes his aunt would send him

a letter, or even a parcell

Tiberius was halfwag through his breakfast of
cheeseflakes when he first heard the postman’s

cheerg whistle.

'Great!’ thought Tiberius. Tt sounds like a letter

or, even better, a parcel is coming my way.’
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Sneaky Cat and Tiberius left the shop with
sausages, beefburgers, bread rolls and chicken
and vegetable kebabs.

Mrs Johnson suggested that they also take
bananas and marshmallows because she said

they are both lovely when cooked on a

barbecue. Tiberius had his doubts, but he took
them to try anyway.
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'This is a surprise for me,’ thought Tiberius.
Tt is lovely to get a surprise. I wonder who I

can 9'lve a surprise to?’

He then had a brilliant idea. It was Drag's
birthday that day and although Tiberius

didn’t know how old he was, he thought that
he would love to give Drag a surprise birthday
party. Outside the sun was shining and he
immediately knew what the surprise was going
to be - a birthday barbecue!

Td better go and find Croaky Crow and
Sneaky Cat. I'll need their help

Hmm

And off he scampered.
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Sir Patrick Fitzwarren,

Mr MacGillicuddy, o

G i d Henriett N % ‘:
eorgtna an enrietta. - @ ,@,

You know them all. Tell them to be at my

house for half past four.”

"Sneaky Cat, you can come in to the village
with me and help me get supplies for the
barbecue.”

"This is exciting,” said Sneaky Cat. "I bet

Drag will really be surprised. I wonder how
old he is?”

"T don’t know, but if we put lots of candles on
his cake we can't go wrong and he'll never be
able to count them all.”
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"Croaky Crow is going to be on the lookout
for Drag. When he sees Drag approaching,
he will do a double somersault

in the air, then everyone
will have to be very

quiet until Drag opens

the garden gate. When

Drag arrives, we will

light the candles on the

cake and hopefully it will be

the best party he has ever had!”

Croaky Crow returned and told them that
Drag was on his way. He then flew into
position, waiting to give everybody

the signal.
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Tiberius sent Croaky Crow %

off to find Drag and to tell him
that he would like some help with
mowing the lawn. "Tell Drag that I
am having some problems with my
mower. He is sure to come then; he
loves tinkering about with bits of
equipment.”

The guests began to arrive. Tiberius
waited until everyone was there
and then clapped his hands.

"Attention please, everybody,”
he said.

"This is a surprise birthday party
for Drag. We don’t know how old
he is, but he's very, very old indeed!
This is what will happen...”
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"HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!”

Drag looked so surprised that his mouth
dropped wide open and his ears stood on end!

"T've never seen Drag speechless before,”
said Tiberius. "Happy birthday, Drag!

Come and blow the candles out
on your cake.”
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Drag gave one big fiery blow and all the candles
lit up. "Don't forget to make a wish!” said
Croaky Crow.

Everyone cheered.

"If you don’t mind,” said Sneaky Cat, "could
you blow again and light the barbecue?”

Drag lit the barbecue. The sausages sizzled,
the burgers burnt, the kebabs cooked and the
bananas went a funny brown colour. But they
all tasted delicious. The party was a great

success. Everybody enjoyed it, especially Drag.
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Cheddar cheese. She said that people living in
the village were not keen on Gorgonzola so

there was no real point in stocking it.
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"Matches,” he said to Sir Patrick Fitzwarren.

"Sorry, I haven't got any either,” said Sir Patrick.

'What am I going to do?’ thought Tiberius.

Then an idea came to him in a flash.

"Drag,” he said, "we thought we would make
your birthday different. Instead of blowing the
candles out, we thought you could light them
firstl But remember, you only have one blow
to light them all.”
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"It's been a wonderful surprise,” said Drag.
"Thank you all so much. I think it's been the
first time that someone has had to light their

own candles instead of blowlng them out!”
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They made the cake and put on as many
candles as they could. They then got
the garden ready for the guests who
were to arrive at half past four.
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"Now,” said Tiberius.

"Let’s think of what else we need.”

He fetched some balloons from the house

and Sneaky Cat blew them up and hung them
from trees in the garden. Croaky Crow got
out some chairs and he found some bunting in
Tiberius' shed, which he hung up as well.

It was beginning to look more like a village
féte than a birthday party!
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