







CITY WALKS:
CHICAGO

50 Adventures on Foot

By Christina Henry de Tessan
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CHICAGO IN BRIEF

Chicago rose to prominence thanks to its pivotal position as a link between the prosperous, well-established East and the vast frontier out West. When the Erie Canal opened in 1825, it brought the promise of increased commerce. Later, Chicago became the country’s biggest railway hub. Fortunes were made in railroads, steel, livestock, and grain, money that fueled the city’s growth into a major urban center. Immigrants came from around the world to work in the mills and stockyards, contributing to the city’s tremendous diversity. The Great Fire struck on October 8, 1871, blazing across some 2,100 acres and leaving much of the city in ruins. But the opportunity to rebuild drew architects from far and wide, and the city rose again—higher, bigger, and more impressive than ever. In 1893, Chicago celebrated its recovery by hosting the Columbian World Exposition. The fair served as a “coming out” party for the city. No longer a rough, grim wetland, Chicago proclaimed its status as a major American metropolis.

Today, Chicago remains a metropolis of tremendous energy and vitality. Its architecture awes locals and tourists alike. Its cultural institutions draw visitors from across the globe. Its public sculpture collection is second to none. Its 29 miles of shoreline are all accessible to the public, transforming the waterfront into a huge playground. One of the hardest things about visiting this city, in fact, is choosing among the wide-ranging options on offer. Walking is one of the best ways to immerse yourself in Chicago. Savoring its streets at a leisurely pace makes this behemoth much less overwhelming and, in fact, quite accessible.

GETTING AROUND CHICAGO

Chicago is a vast city that stretches over 228 square miles. Close to 3 million people reside in 77 neighborhoods. Despite its size, Chicago is quite easy to navigate, and the buses, El (short for “elevated train”), and commuter trains all make it possible to explore without the hassle of a car.

Public transit is usually the easiest way to negotiate the different starting and end points of the walks in this deck. To obtain detailed information on bus routes, maps available for downloading, schedules, and visitor passes, visit www.transitchicago.com, or check out the bus maps located at bus shelters around the city. The standard fare is $1.75, and exact change is required. You may want to consider a one-, two-, three-, or five-day Visitor Pass ($5–18), available at both of the airports, Chicago Transit Authority stations, visitor centers, and major tourist attractions. Although buses are identified by both a number and a street name, they often veer from the street whose name identifies them. A bus map will provide complete details.

Many parts of Chicago are ideal for walking, as the city is quite flat and there is a tremendous range of attractions to suit almost any interest. The city’s scale, however, does mean that points of interest can be quite far apart from one another. The master map on the back of this card is therefore a vital tool in helping you plan your walking itinerary. Chicago is divided into northern, southern, eastern, and western quadrants. The intersection of State and Madison streets is ground zero. The main business district is called “the Loop,” referring to the circle the El makes around the area; it is where many of the city’s most famous skyscrapers are located. A continuous park runs along the entire length of the city’s shoreline. With the exception of two walks in Oak Park, one in Evanston, and one in Wilmette, all walks take place within city limits. The walks begin at the center of the city, continuing north, then west, and then south.

Much of Chicago is safe during daylight hours, but certain areas are unsafe at night and others should be avoided altogether. Do not assume that stretches between walks are safe, and avoid strolling in parks alone or at night. When in doubt, err on the side of caution.

HOW TO USE THESE CARDS

Each of the 50 cards in this deck conveys the flavor of the Chicago neighborhood or area it covers. None of the walks should take more than an hour or two to complete. On the maps, one inch equals approximately 1,000 feet, so five inches is approximately one mile. The cards with white borders around the map side are longer walks, and use a different scale of one inch to 1,500 feet (3.5 inches to a mile). Many of the walks can be combined. Although some walks are loops, many begin and end in different places; the beginnings of all walks are denoted by stars on the maps. All the cards contain information about the buses or El train that stops near the beginning and ending points of each walk. Ask for a transfer if you plan to catch the bus at the end of the walk.

So select a few cards, stick them in your pocket, and be on your way. Happy walking!


KEY TO CHICAGO WALKS MAP

1. Millennium Park

2. Grant Park

3. The Art Institute of Chicago

4. Museum Campus

5. Michigan Avenue South of the Chicago River

6. Printer’s Row

7. The Loop Architectural Walk I

8. The Loop Architectural Walk II

9. Sculpture in the Loop

10. Navy Pier

11. Riverside

12. Magnificent Mile

13. Oak Street Beach to Olive Park

14. River North Gallery District

15. River North Furniture District

16. Gold Coast

17. Old Town Triangle District

18. N. Wells Street

19. Lincoln Park (Northern Portion)

20. Lincoln Park (Southern Portion)

21. Lincoln Park Architecture

22. Oz Park Through Sheffield Garden District

23. Armitage Avenue

24. West Rogers Park

25. Northwestern University

26. Baha’i Temple

27. Andersonville

28. Lincoln Square

29. Wrigleyville

30. Boys Town

31. Broadway

32. Southport Avenue

33. Oak Park: Frank Lloyd Wright

34. Oak Park: Hemingway

35. Wicker Park to Bucktown

36. Wicker Park Historic Neighborhood

37. Division Street Corridor

38. Ukrainian Village

39. Polish Downtown

40. Greektown / Jane Addams Hull-House Museum

41. Little Italy

42. Pilsen

43. Chinatown

44. Prairie Avenue Historic District

45. Burnham Park

46. Kenwood

47. Hyde Park and the University of Chicago I

48. Hyde Park and the University of Chicago II

49. Jackson Park

50. Pullman Historic District
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1
MILLENNIUM PARK

Although it wasn’t quite ready for the millennium, this outstanding addition to the cityscape was worth the wait. Featuring modern sculptures, a Frank Gehry–designed music pavilion, and a skating rink, Millennium Park is not to be missed.

Bus: 4, 60, 145, 147, 151. El: Randolph (Brown, Green, Orange lines).

Begin at N. Michigan Avenue and E. Randolph Drive. Enter the park from Michigan, stopping at the Wrigley Square Monument (1), a fountain and half-circle of columns representing the peristyle that was once located here. Continue south across the lawn. Ahead of you is the McCormick Tribune Plaza and Ice Rink, where crowds gather in the summer to dine on the outdoor terrace of the Park Grill Restaurant and in the winter months to skate. Turn left onto the pathway leading to the Chase Promenade, where you’ll come upon Anish Kapoor’s magnificent Cloud Gate sculpture (2), whose circular shape stands in fabulous contrast to the linear buildings behind it. Past the plaza, turn right and walk to the Crown Fountain (3), an interactive sculpture that displays a changing array of faces on its glass towers. Turn back toward the park’s center. On your left, beyond the Great Lawn and underneath a steel trellis, you’ll see the fantastical Jay Pritzker Pavilion (4) designed by Frank Gehry. To your right is the Lurie Garden (5), which is divided into several sections, each representing a different facet of Chicago’s evolution. Continue north along the far edge of the Great Lawn and detour onto the whimsical BP Bridge (6), which swirls over Columbus Drive. To exit the park, return to the path skirting the Great Lawn and continue north past the Pritzker Pavilion and turn left at the black cube-shaped Exelon Pavilion to return to your starting point.
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2
GRANT PARK

Grant Park consists of 319 acres of green space on prime real estate between Lake Michigan and downtown. During the summer months, it hosts countless festivals and concerts that draw immense crowds. At other times, tourists, college students, and joggers find the park a pleasant reprieve from the surrounding urban frenzy.

Bus: 4, 60, 145, 147, 151. El: Randolph (Brown, Green, Orange lines).

Begin at Daley Bicentennial Plaza on E. Randolph Drive. Descend down the paved walkway into the park, detouring toward the lake to stroll through the serene Cancer Survivor’s Garden (1). Cross E. Monroe Drive at the Columbus Drive intersection (in the warmer months, you’ll pass an outdoor café and miniature golf course here). Continue south across the vast expanse of Butler Field and past the Petrillo Music Shell, where big concerts and festivals take place. After crossing E. Jackson Drive, cross through a lovely little rose garden to arrive at the majestic Buckingham Fountain (2). Take a loop around this grand esplanade, which affords the visitor views of the Chicago Harbor to the east, Adler Planetarium to the south, and the exquisite skyline to the north and west. With three pink marble basins and a central jet shooting water up to 137 feet in the air, the 80-year-old fountain was once the world’s largest. From May through October, water displays and evening light shows take place regularly. In the right weather, you can linger a while at the nearby Café and Grill. Continue south through the planted gardens and cross Lake Shore Drive at E. Balbo Drive. Head south along the waterfront, admiring the harbor views and boats scudding along the water. End at E. Roosevelt Drive.
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3
THE ART INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO

It is impossible to do justice to the Art Institute’s world-class collection in so little space. Here are just a few logistical details to get you started.

Bus: 3, 4, 6, 7, 14, 126, or 151. El: Adams (Brown, Green, Orange lines).

Begin in front of the Art Institute (111 S. Michigan Avenue). Before entering the building, note the two bronze lions sculpted by Edward Kemeys in 1894. Today they are a beloved symbol of the city, and are decorated on special occasions. Detour to the Stanley McCormick Memorial Court north of the entrance to view Sir Henry Moore’s Large Interior Form and Alexander Calder’s Flying Dragon. Inside, at the information desk, you can obtain a free map and information on guided tours and audio guides. (Note: Admission is free on Thursday evenings throughout the year and Friday evenings during summer. Music, cocktails, and hors d’œuvres are all offered on those nights, Memorial Day through Labor Day.) The vast collection can be overwhelming, so it’s probably best to focus on just a few areas. The European impressionist and postimpressionist collection (Second Level) is among the most popular, with well-known works by Monet, Caillebotte, Renoir, and Seurat. The spectacular American collection (First and Second Levels) includes Edward Hopper’s famous Nighthawks. Other highlights include the Asian collection (First Level), the photography collection (Lower Level), the re-creation of the Chicago Stock Exchange Trading Room (First Level), and the Kraft Education Center for kids (Lower Level). The museum shop (First Level) stocks elegant souvenirs, and a meal at the Garden Restaurant (Lower Level) is a lovely way to wrap up your visit; locals come for live jazz on Thursday evenings in July and August.
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4
MUSEUM CAMPUS

Chicago is home to a mind-boggling variety of cultural institutions. Conveniently for visitors, Adler Planetarium, Shedd Aquarium, and the Field Museum of Natural History are clustered together. They are sure to intrigue and delight kids and adults alike.

Bus: 6, 12, 14, 146. El: Roosevelt (Green, Orange lines).

Begin at Roosevelt Road and Columbus Drive. Walking toward the lake, descend the wide pedestrian walkway at the northeast corner of the intersection, next to the statue of Columbus. Go through the underpass, turning left in the direction of Shedd Aquarium (1). The world’s largest indoor aquarium also includes an oceanarium, with beluga whales among its many impressive exhibits. After visiting the aquarium, loop around to the north side of the building and stroll along the waterfront esplanade toward Adler Planetarium & Astronomy Museum (2) at its far end. Stop in for lunch at Galileo’s Café and enjoy what many consider to be the best view of Chicago’s skyline. The planetarium, the nation’s first when it opened in 1930, has a variety of shows in its two theaters as well as several riveting exhibits. After your visit, stroll around the planetarium to the stone sculpture called America’s Courtyard (3) on the south side. A plaque explains how it can be used to chart the progress of the seasons. Head back toward the mainland along Solidarity Drive, the central promenade. Once you reach the Field Museum of Natural History (4), turn left on Museum Campus Drive and right on McFetridge Drive to reach the front entrance. Although the Field Museum is best known for Sue, the world’s largest and most complete Tyrannosaurus rex fossil, it has countless other wonders in its collections. When you’re done here, catch the bus on McFetridge Drive.
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5
MICHIGAN AVENUE SOUTH OF THE CHICAGO RIVER

One of Chicago’s early claims to fame was its ambitious architecture. The structures along this stretch were mostly built before the advent of steel-beam construction, which allowed for the construction of skyscrapers—much taller, but less ornate, than the buildings here.

Bus: 3, 6, 145, 146, 147, 151, 157. El: State (Brown, Green, Orange lines).

Begin at the southern end of the Michigan Avenue Bridge (1). A pillar to the left of the southern post of the bridge commemorates the site of Fort Dearborn, the nation’s westernmost outpost in 1803, a fascinating contrast to the skyscrapers looming all around you. Head south on N. Michigan Avenue. The Carbide and Carbon Building (2; 230 N. Michigan Avenue) is one of the city’s better known art deco buildings. Note its green terra-cotta tower and gold leaf detailing. Continue south, passing Millennium Park on your left. You’ll come upon the Chicago Cultural Center (3; 78 E. Washington Street), built in 1897. Today, this architectural marvel is a fabulous resource for visitors. Farther down on the left is the Art Institute of Chicago (4; #111), home to one of the world’s greatest collections of art. Across the street, Poster Plus (5; #200) carries a remarkable selection of fine art posters and gifts. Continue past Chicago’s Symphony Center to the Chicago Architectural Foundation, within the Santa Fe Building. To learn more about local architecture, stop at its ArchiCenter (6; #224), which gives specialty tours and has a great gift shop. Travel buffs will want to spend some time at the well-stocked Savvy Traveller (7; #310). End at the Auditorium Building (8; #430), a Louis Sullivan landmark considered a turning point in modern architecture; its theater is known for perfect acoustics. End at E. Congress Parkway.
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End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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