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Yellow Bird Project or (YBP) began in the summer of 2006, when Matthew Stotland and Casey Cohen shared a dream of collaborating with their favorite indie rock bands to raise money for charity. Each participating band created an original piece of artwork, which was then printed onto shirts to sell and raise money for the bands' charity of choice. A couple of shirt-glory-filled years later, Matthew and Casey collaborated with genius illustrator Andy J. Miller on another creative outlet for art, music, and charity, The Indie Rock Coloring Book. The book aims to raise public awareness of their charitable initiative and to pay tribute to bands which have supported them in the past. The collaboration between Andy, Casey, and Matt was extremely successful and inspiring, and the trio realized that a follow-up was necessary. This time though, they wanted to do something bigger, with more people, and more color! Ergo, The Indie Rock Poster Book began to take shape.





YBP assembled a list of their favorite seminal indie rock songs, and, under Andy's art direction, selected thirty illustrators from around the world. Each illustrator was asked to choose a song with personal resonance that would serve as inspiration for their illustration. What emerged is a little slice of artistic and musical heaven. The posters that are inspired by bands which have contributed to the YBP shirt project are indicated with a yellow crown.





Prepare your minds, prep your walls, fire your decorator, and flex you creative muscles, because this journey takes artwork to a whole other Yellow Bird dimension. Indie band charity shirts, The Indie Rock Coloring Book and The Indie Rock Posterbook are all available through the YBP website: www.yellowbirdproject.com







ADRIAN JOHNSON
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www.adrianjohnson.org.uk



Band 
Joanna Newsom



Track 
Clam Crab Cockle Cowrie



I chose this song because I love Joanna Newsom. However, one thing that I did not immediately take into account was how open to interpretation the lyrics arethe more I listened, the more I heardI ultimately decided to take the linear optionliterally illustrating the title of the song, trying to capture the emotional context and ambiance of these beautiful, often childlike lyrics.







ANDY J. MILLER
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www.designkoma.com



Band 
Sufjan Stevens



Track 
Chicago



I chose Chicago because it totally moves me unlike any other song. Also, I wanted a challengesomething I could really go all out on. This song comes from the album Illinoise, which was extremely inspiring to me. The album is obviously the finely tuned work of an extremely prolific and tirelessly hardworking artist, and it was a bit daunting to make a tribute to something so magnificent.



I hardly spent the time that Sufjan did creating such an intense masterpiece, but as far as any poster design I have ever done, this is my Chicago. I was inspired by Sufjan Stevenss work ethic. In emulating his extremely disciplined approach, I tried to capture the essence of the songs extremely detailed layers upon even more-detailed layers. I spent hours working with different symbols, icons, and ideas, sketching and sketching away. When I had finally built up enough imagery, I made several preliminary compositions until I was completely happy with the way the images were working together.



This poster was truly inspired by the lyrics of the song. Much of my imageryincluding visual riddlescame from the words. For instance, the line I fell in love again inspired the image of the man running and falling into a heart-shaped hole in the top right-hand part of the poster.



My overall goal was to create a work that feels like a journey. To me, Chicago sounds like traveling down a highway to find something important and true.







BEN CHLAPEK
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www.neversleeping.com

Band  Elliott Smith

Track  Kings Crossing



Every year theres that one day toward the end of autumn where I step outside and, for the first time in a while, conclude that its actually pretty cold. This is the day when Ill start listening to all of my Elliott Smith records again, and I wont stop until the sun comes out the following spring.



This is because winter is a time for listening to songs that remove you from cold walks through gray streetssongs that have so much visual imagery that you dont have time to think about freezing, although Kings Crossing still makes me think about freezing. Its the darkest song from Elliotts last full-length release, From a Basement on the Hill, and it addresses the ever-present demons he fought throughout his life.



In addition to conveying this tension, I also wanted to include some literal interpretation of the lyrics, but only because of what they stand for. Dominoes falling, frustrated fireworks, and tidal waves all stand out for me. Perhaps the reference to the shell game is the most fitting, though. Nothing can bring you down quite like thinking you have won, then realizing the odds were stacked against you from the beginning.








End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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