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    Why would anyone want to read the Bible? It’s old, it’s huge, and sometimes it’s really hard to understand. On the other hand, it makes several amazing and intriguing claims. It claims to be the Word of God (such as in 1Thessalonians 2:13). It claims to be truth (John 17:17). It claims to be “alive and active” (Hebrews 4:12); “living and enduring” (1Peter 1:23). If these claims are valid, the question should be: Who wouldn’t want to read the Bible?


    But regardless of these claims, the Bible is still old, big, and challenging, and therefore it is a daunting book to dive into and start reading. It is my hope that the book you’re holding will aid you in overcoming some of these obstacles.


    We know that most people’s schedules are tight, and we certainly don’t want to take away from time you would spend reading the Bible itself. Therefore, we’ve organized this book into forty short chapters that can easily be read in only fifteen minutes each. You’ll be amazed how much you can learn in such a short amount of time! Each chapter answers a single question, such as “Who wrote the New Testament?” or “How is the Old Testament organized?” I’ve tried to keep the style friendly and light, such as by including Fun Facts along the way.


    The chapters cover a broad spectrum of topics designed for everyone from those who have never picked up a Bible to more seasoned readers, looking for an enjoyable refresher. Several of the chapters revolve around the fact that the Bible is historical literature. That means the individual books that make up the Bible were written by a variety of authors a long time ago. They were written for specific people in a specific time and place. Everything we can learn about these people and places will help us understand these books better, so we will discuss issues of authorship, audience, and historical and geographical settings in order to get our bearings.


    The Bible is also made up of a variety of types of literatureprose, poetry, and more. We will examine these genres and briefly summarize what can be found in each type of literature or section of the Bible.


    We also must not forget that this ancient literature has survived for thousands of years and found its way into our culture and language. How did that happen? We will look at the original languages of the Bible, how those languages were translated into other languages (specifically English), and why certain books made it into the Old and New Testaments and why others did not.


    As mentioned above, the Bible can be challenging. But if it really is the Word of God, then we should not expect it to be easy to understand, any more than God himself is easy to understand. But we will survey some basic methods and principles that can be used by any reader in order to better understand the Bible and what it means.


    We will also investigate some of the claims mentioned above. Is there good evidence within the Bible as well as outside the Bible that it really is the Word of God, that it really is true and trustworthy, and that it really is dynamic and life-changing? And if it really is life-changing, how can we use it to change our lives for the better? We will be introduced to some ways to get the Word of God into us so that it can do what God wants it to (for example, Bible reading schedules, memorization, and meditation).
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    I have written this book from an evangelical perspective. That means I am convinced of and committed to basic ideas such as these: The Bible is what it claims to bethe very Word of God, without error, completely true and trustworthy; Jesus Christ is who he claimed to befully and eternally God as well as fully human; Jesus Christ really did die historically and physically, really was resurrected historically and physically, and he really is coming back to earth physically and visibly; and finally, faith in Jesus Christ is the only way for sinners like all of us to be accepted by God and enjoy his presence forever.


    Because this is a book about the Bible, I have placed a lot of biblical texts into each chapter. Some of the more important ones are quoted. Unless otherwise noted, these quotations are from the New International Version 2011. For the most part, however, biblical references are simply cited to support or illustrate the points of discussion in each chapter. To gain the greatest benefit from this book, I would encourage you to look up these references, read them, and consider how they support the discussion.


    It is my hope that this book will encourage and help you get into the Bookthe Bible, the Word of Godin order to get to know its author, God himself, who, above all things, is worthy to be known.
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 Why Should I Read the Bible?


    SecondTimothy 3:16 contains one of the most important statements in the Bible about where the Bible came from and what it is: “All Scripture is God-breathed.” As we will discuss further in a later chapter, this means that the Bible is from God and is indeed the very Word of God. That makes the Bible the most important book that has ever been written. But what will reading the Bible do for you? If we continue reading 2Timothy 3:1617, we’ll find a helpful purpose statement for the Bible: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is [therefore] useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”


    Of the four terms at the end of verse 16, the first and last are positiveteaching and training in righteousness. The middle two are negativerebuking and correcting. All of these revolve around the important issue of truth. We can think of truth as that which conforms to God, his thinking, and his way of doing things. Teaching and training refer to leading the reader of the Bible into truth, whereas rebuking and correcting refer to turning someone away from error and back to truth. This was a major concern of Paul as he wrote this letter to Timothy. A few verses later he writes, “For the time will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine” (4:3). Sound doctrine means “healthy truth.” Being led into error or false teaching is an ongoing threat to Christians and all people.


    The Bible is to be used to prevent this from happening and to lead people further and deeper into God’s truth “so that the servant of God [the Christianthe one who has trusted in Jesus Christ as Savior], may be thoroughly equipped for every good work” (3:17). This means that God works through his Word, the Bible, to lead people into truth so that they can do everything that he calls them to do. That makes the Bible a crucial God-given resource for us to use so that we can please him.


    What kind of truth does the Bible guide us into? The first and most important truth is about Godwho he is and what he has done. God has done everything that he has done, including giving us the Bible, in order to be known as he really is. This is of utmost importance because God is the most important being that can be known. To not know God is infinitely tragic. God himself said, “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their riches, but let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that I am the Lord” (Jeremiah 9:2324). There is nothing more important than knowing God in the right way. This leads to truth in everything else.


    The Bible also leads us into truth about the worldwhere it came from and why it is here. The world did not just happen; it was intentionally created by God (Genesis 1:1). Therefore, there is a purpose for its existence: to reveal the God of creation and to honor him. “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands” (Psalm19:1).


    The Bible leads us into truth about ourselveswhere we came from and why we are here. Humans, too, did not just happen to come into existence as an “accident” of evolution. Like the world, humans were intentionally created by God. We have a purpose for existence, and it is the same purpose as the universe in generalto honor and glorify God. This is the significance of being created in the “image of God” (Genesis 1:2627). God created humans to be mirrors that reflect his being and glory (Isaiah 43:7). That, too, is why we are commanded to do everything for the glory of God (1Corinthians 10:31).


    The Bible also leads us into truth about the situation in which we find ourselves and the worldsinful and dysfunctional. Due to the unwillingness of humans to obey God and fulfill the purpose for which we were created, we are now characterized as “sinful,” which is another way of saying we are guilty. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). Even more so, we are no longer even able to obey God and fulfill this purpose; we are dysfunctional. “The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so” (Romans 8:7). This dysfunction extends to the whole creation. “For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it” (Romans 8:20; see also Genesis 3:17).


    The Bible also leads us into truth about the solution to the problem in which we and the world find ourselvesJesus Christ and his work of salvation. Paul puts it succinctly in Titus 2:14: “[Christ Jesus] gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.” The work of Christ also fixes the wrongs that sin has done to the whole of God’s creation. “The creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God” (Romans 8:21).


    If we know all of this truth and believe it to be true, the result is that we will be “born again.” First Peter 1:23 says, “For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God.” This means that God transforms people through his Word. They are very different than they were before. That is why they are now “thoroughly equipped for every good work” (2Timothy 3:17) and able to fulfill the purpose for which they have been created: to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.[1] There is no greater good for humans than this. “I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10). Is it any wonder that the psalmist said, “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 119:103).


    COMMERCIAL FACT


    Many of the bestsellers today are self-help books. But the bestseller of all time is the Bible, which, amazingly, fits into the opposite categoryit’s a non-self-help book. The Bible teaches us that we cannot help ourselves, but God can. He freely offers all the help we need. What will reading the Bible do for us? Among many other things, it will teach us to trust in and depend upon God alone. “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:56 niv 1984).
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 Where in the Bible Can I Learn (and Teach Others) How to Be Saved?


    Your relationship with God, without a doubt, is the most important issue in your life. Much of the Bible addresses this vital matter. Even though many topics presented in the Bible are complex and challenging to comprehend, this particular issue is clear and easily understood by anyone open to what the Bible has to say. In this chapter, I provide an abundance of passages in the Bible that will both answer the question in the chapter’s title and also show how often and how clearly these matters are discussed in Scripture. I would encourage you to read these verses for yourself.


    The Intention. God, the ultimate being and creator of all things, created humans in his own image, which means we are like God in certain ways (Genesis 1:27). God intended humans to enjoy a close, intimate relationship with him and to reflect his character (his “glory”) into the world that God had made. But God also wanted humans to do this gladly and willingly, so he created them with moral responsibility. This meant human beings could freely choose whether they wanted what God wanted, or something else.


    The Problem. Things went horribly wrong very quickly. The sad story, recorded in Genesis 3 and called the fall, is about the first humans, Adam and Eve. They demonstrated that they desired other things more than God and chose to disobey God. As a result, sin and its constant companion, death, came into the world that God had created (Romans 5:18). Sin refers to anything that is contrary to God or his will. This is the condition of all people born since the time of Adam. “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23; read also Paul’s intense description of this state in Romans 3:918). This means that as a result of sin, we cannot do what God created us to do, namely, reflect his glory. We are now like carnival mirrors that reflect a distorted and twisted image. Also, “the wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23; also Ephesians 2:13). Death means “separation.” So death resulting from sin means that we have been separated from God and cannot enjoy the intimate relationship with God for which we were created. But what is worse, now God is angry with us and we face his condemnation (John 3:18, 36; Romans 1:18; 2:5). The destiny of all people who remain in this condition is eternal separation from God in a terrible place of punishment, which the Bible calls hell. Being in this condition of sin also means that sinners cannot do anything about it; sin is a part of our nature (Ephesians 2:3), and we cannot change that any more than we can change the fact that we are human. As sinners, we have a huge problem before God, and we cannot do anything to solve the problem, because we are the problem (Romans 8:78).


    The Solution. God is justwhich means he always does what is right and fairand he must deal justly with sinful people. But he is also a God of love (1John 4:8, 16), and he continues to love even sinful people. Motivated by this love, God did for us, as sinners, what we could not do for ourselves: he sent his own Son, Jesus Christ, who is fully God, to take on a human nature like our own in order to pay the penalty for our sin. He experienced the punishment that we should have experienced and died in our place (Mark 10:45; John 1:29; 3:16; Romans 5:8; 1Timothy 1:15; 1Peter 3:18; 1John 3:16; 4:910). Jesus did die, but he was also resurrected, showing that his Father had accepted his sacrificial death and was pleased with it (Romans 1:4; 4:25). The plan worked! This is the gospel, or good news (1Corinthians 15:34).


    This is what God has done for us as sinners through his Son, Jesus. What must we do? The Bible’s answer is straightforward: Believe (John 3:1518; 5:24; 20:31; Acts 16:3031; Romans 10:910). To our problem of sin, God offers the solution as a gift. This is what the term grace meanssomething that is free, unearned, or undeserved (Romans 3:24; Ephesians 2:89). But as is true of any gift, it does us no good unless we receive it (John 1:12); only then does it become our own. Belief, or faith, is the God-given way we receive his gift of salvation through Jesus Christ.


    It is important to understand, however, that this is more than an intellectual thing. To believe or have faith that results in salvation means to trust in, depend upon, or rely on Christ. We must totally depend upon what God has done for us through Jesus and not at all on anything that we do for God (Romans 3:2728; 4:45; Galatians 2:16; Ephesians 2:89; 2Timothy 1:9; Titus 3:5). It is a one-way transactionGod offers a free gift, and we receive it by faith. Think of a person who is drowning. Unless someone offers help, this person will die. And someone does offer help by throwing a life preserver to the person. But in order to be saved, the person must know what it is (a life preserver) and that it is actually there and not just a wishful thought of their dying imagination. But the person is not rescued until he grabs on to the life preserver and hangs on for dear life. To be saved, we must know what the gospel is, believe it to be true, and then rely or depend upon Jesus exclusively for our eternal destination.


    The Result. When we believe in this way, all kinds of things happen. We are saved (Acts 16:31). We are forgiven for all of our sins (Acts 3:19; Ephesians 1:7; Colossians 2:13). We are declared “not guilty” by God (“justified” in Romans 3:2426). We become saints, or “holy people” (2Corinthians 1:1; Philippians 1:1).We are given eternal life (John 3:16). We regain a relationship with God and become a part of his kingdom (Colossians 1:13) and even his family (Romans 8:1516; Ephesians 1:5). We are redeemed, or set free from, the power of sin (Titus 2:14). This does not mean that we will no longer sin. It does, however, mean that we now desire to please God and are able not to sin (Romans 6:714). We can also do this through the help of the Holy Spirit who now lives within us (Romans 8:511; 1Corinthians 3:16; Galatians 5:1625). These are just a few of the amazing things that God gives us as a part of the gift of salvation.


    So how can a person be saved? First, acknowledge your sin and helplessness to God. Second, acknowledge your total dependence upon what Jesus has accomplished through his death and resurrection. And finally, accept God’s gift of salvation. The best way to do this is by talking to God through prayer.


    COMFORTING FACT


    The Bible promises that “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved” (Romans 10:13). This is not something that we need to be unsure about. If we are truly depending on Jesus for our salvation, the Word of God assures us that we will be saved.
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 Does the Bible Tell One Overall Story?


    The Bible does indeed tell a story. Not only is it a true story, it is the most significant story that will ever be told. It is fundamentally about God and his work. Some of the story has already happened; some of it is happening now; some of it is yet to happen, but it most certainly will happen.


    The story begins with creation, which is the beginning of everything other than God himself (Genesis 12). Here we see an amazingly powerful God who simply spoke and things happened (1:3, 6, 9ff.), and an amazingly wise God who made everything in the best possible way and described it as “very good” (1:31). The pinnacle of creation was the man and woman created in his own image (1:27). He gave them jobs to do: “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it” (1:28), and moral responsibilitya single rule to obey (2:17).


    Genesis 3 records the next step in the story, when God’s image-bearers failed in their moral responsibility, and sin and evil became a defining part of the story. This is often called a fall. There were monumental consequences of the fall: death, a distorted and dysfunctional creation, and banishment from the garden of Eden (3:1424). Sinful humanity became alienated from its creator God and subject to his wrath and condemnation, described in stunning terms in Romans 1:1832.


    Genesis 411 describes the growth and spread of sin and how God initially dealt with it, which he had to because he is holy and just. “The Lord saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, and that every inclination of the thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time” (6:5). Two divine judgments resulted: the flood (chapters 68) and the scrambling of human languages (chapter11).


    Genesis chapter 12 is a major turning point in the story, when God focuses his attention on one manAbram, later called Abrahamand his descendants as the means by which God will deal with human sinfulness. An important subplot in the story is seen hereGod entering into covenant relationships with people. The term covenant describes a formal relationship between two parties, and in this and other biblical covenants, the two parties are a human (and his descendants) and God himself. We might call this a contract. A covenant can be conditional or unconditional. When God chose Abraham, he initiated an unconditional, no-strings-attached covenant with him, known as the Abrahamic covenant (12:13). God promised Abraham that he would have many descendants (known as God’s “chosen people”; we know them today as Jews), a land for those descendants to live in forever, and blessings for Abraham personally, his descendants, and all peoples on the earth through Abraham (12:3). These covenant promises continue to ripple through the rest of the book of Genesis, and indeed the whole Bible.


    The rest of Genesis tells about how God brought Abraham to the Promised Land; how his descendants began to grow through his son and grandson, Isaac and Jacob; how these descendants multiplied into twelve tribes through the sons of Jacob; and how God temporarily led them to Egypt, where he would protect them and continue to multiply them, even through an extended time of slavery.


    The book of Exodus tells us about one of the greatest events in the history of God’s chosen people. Through a series of disasters inflicted upon the Egyptians, God led his people out of their enslavement. This great event, called the exodus, became a defining part of their heritage; it is to Jews what the Fourth of July is to Americans. He then led them into the wilderness, declared them to be the nation of Israel, declared himself to be their King, and, as any king would do, gave them his laws to obey. These laws form another important biblical covenant, known as the Mosaic or Sinai covenant, also known as “the Law.” But this covenant, unlike all the others, was very conditional. Essentially, God was saying, “If you obey me, I will bless you; if you disobey me, I will curse you.”


    God eventually brought the Israelites back to the Promised Land, as recorded in the book of Joshua, and established them there. The rest of the history of the Old Testament can be briefly but accurately summarized as the ongoing sinfulness and rebellion of God’s people and how God continued to deal with that rebellion through judgment and discipline (the books of Judges through 2Chronicles).


    There were bright spots in this dismal history when there would be a spiritual turnaround for a while, for example, through Samuel, King Hezekiah, Ezra, and others. One very bright spot in Israel’s history is King David. God chose him to be the king of his people, and he became a great king because God greatly blessed him (2Samuel 5:10). Another covenant is initiated herethe Davidic covenant. God unconditionally promised David that he would have many descendants and that among them there would be an eternal throne or kingdom (2Samuel 7:516).


    Due to Israel’s ongoing sin, God eventually did what he had said he would dohe expelled them from the Promised Land (2Kings 17, 25). They lived in exile for seventy years (Daniel 9:2). But after that, God brought them back to the Promised Land, just as he had promised to do (the books of Ezra and Nehemiah). In all of this, God was demonstrating his faithfulness to his covenant promises.


    The Story continues in the New Testament with the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, as told in the Gospels. He was the fulfillment of the promise of God, announced by Old Testament prophets, that he would send the “anointed one,” the Messiah, to deliver God’s people. This Promised One was none other than God himself who became man. His death was what was being portrayed through the sacrifice of animals in the Old Testament. God’s Son was the perfect and final sacrifice for the sin of humanity. His message and that of his followers is the gospel, or good news: place your faith in Jesus and receive the forgiveness of sins and enjoy the blessings of God forever (e.g., John 3:1516, 36; Acts 16:3031).


    This was also the fulfillment of another promise of God in the Old Testament and another divine covenantthe new covenant. It was announced by Jeremiah (31:3134), but it was initiated by the death of Jesus (Luke 22:20; Hebrews 89; 12:24). The great unconditional divine promise in this covenant is that, through Jesus Christ, God does for sinful people what they cannot do for themselves, which is live holy lives in order to be pleasing to God. All of those who place their faith in Jesus Christ are a part of this covenant.


    The New Testament book of Acts records how the followers of Jesus spread out and proclaimed this message. Many people believed it, but many others continued to reject it and persecuted those who believed it; those who believed were gathered into churches to be taught and encouraged in their faith.


    We are in this part of the Story now. The gospel continues to be proclaimed around the world to “all nations,” as Jesus commanded (Matthew 28:1920), and the followers of Jesus continue to grow, individually and corporately.


    There is more to the Story yet to happen. When Jesus left the earth, he promised to return (John 14:13). The Old Testament prophets and the New Testament authors spoke about this often (for example, Zechariah 14; 1Thessalonians 4:135:11). When he does return, he will come to defeat those who hate him, judge the unrighteous, deliver his own people once and for all, and reign on the earth. The book of Revelation describes this, though with much imagery and symbolism.


    Note how the end of the Story (Revelation) relates back to the beginning (Genesis). The new heaven and the new earth restore God’s creation to its original goodness (Revelation 21:1). Rather than being alienated from God through sin, the righteous will live with God forever (Revelation 21:37). Rather than being barred from the tree of life, the righteous have constant access to it (Revelation 22:12). Rather than being under the curse, the curse will forever be removed (Revelation 22:3).


    When Jesus returns, he will be the complete fulfillment of all God’s covenant promises. In fulfillment of the Abrahamic covenant, he is the descendant of Abraham, and through him all the peoples on earth will be blessed. In fulfillment of the Mosaic covenant, he is the only human to perfectly obey all of God’s commands. In fulfillment of the Davidic covenant, he will reign on earth on the throne of King David. And in fulfillment of the new covenant, all of his people will please God through theirobedience to him.


    The Story is about God and his faithfulness to his covenant promises. All those who are right with God through Jesus Christ will enjoy those promises forever and ever. Is there any wonder that the longing of God’s people is “Come, Lord Jesus”? (Revelation 22:20).


    FUN FACT


    As the title of a 1965 film about the gospel declared, this is indeed The Greatest Story Ever Told.
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 What Is the Main Theme of the Bible?


    Trying to determine the main theme of the Bible is tricky business. It is like asking, “What is the most important thing about God?” There are no easy answers to these kinds of questions, but one very important theme of the Bible, perhaps the most important theme, is Jesus Christ. Most people would recognize this as true for the New Testament, but for the Old Testament? Absolutely. The Old Testament anticipates or foreshadows Jesus Christ. The New Testament fulfills the Old Testament by revealing Jesus Christ.


    This begins at creation. Genesis 1:1 says, “God created the heavens and the earth.” But the New Testament clarifies that the Son of God specifically was the agent, or cause, of creation (John 1:13, 10; 1Corinthians 8:6; Hebrews 1:2). Colossians 1:16 is especially relevant here: “For in [Christ, the Son of God] all things were created... all things have been created through him and for him.” This and other biblical texts indicate that not only is he the agent of creation, he is the very goal of creation: “All things have been created... for him.” That means we live in a Son-centered universe.[2] Everything in it is about Jesus Christ. So the theme of Christ starts in Genesis 1:1: He is the beginning (and goal) of creation.


    He is also mentioned in the consequences of the fall. God said to the serpent/tempter, “I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel” (Genesis 3:15). This has come to be known as the protoevangelium, or first proclamation of the gospel. The “he” seems to refer to Jesus, and the “you” seems to refer to Satan. Satan would “wound” Jesus through the crucifixion, but Jesus would inflict a fatal blow on Satan and evil by the crucifixion (see, for example, Colossians 2:15; Hebrews 2:14; 1John 3:8).


    The flood in the days of Noah was God’s judgment and symbolic of divine judgment in general. FirstPeter 3:2021 shows Noah’s ark as a symbol of salvation from the judgment of God, through Jesus Christ. Another Old Testament symbol of salvation in Christ is the bronze snake that provided healing for the people bitten by snakes (Numbers 21:69). John 3:14−15 says, “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.”


    As noted in the previous chapter, Jesus Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of the Old Testament covenants. He is a descendant of Abraham and will bring blessing to “all peoples on earth” (Genesis 12:3). He is also a descendant of David and will reign on the throne of David forever. The death of Christ initiated the new covenant, and all who believe in Christ are members of that eternal covenant.


    The great exodus event is also primarily about Jesus Christ. In 1Corinthians 5:7, he is referred to as “our Passover lamb [who] has been sacrificed.” As God redeemed his chosen people from their enslavement in Egypt through the event known as the Passover, so God, through Christ, redeems his people from their enslavement tosin.


    Christ also fulfilled the Mosaic covenant, also known as “the Law” (Matthew 5:17). He is the only person who ever did or will perfectly obey all of God’s laws. But Christ is also seen in this covenant in other ways. Most explicitly, all of the animal sacrifices that were mandated in the law anticipate, or symbolize, the final and perfect sacrifice of Jesus (Hebrews 9:1214; 10:4).


    Another mandate in the Law was the building of the tabernacle. The Hebrew word for tabernacle means “dwelling place.” It symbolized God’s intention to dwell among his people (Exodus 25:89). This intention was fulfilled when he, through his Son, not only came to dwell among his people but actually became one of them in order to share their humanity. John 1:14 says, “The Word [Christ] became flesh and made his dwelling [tabernacled] among us.” The furnishings of the tabernacle also symbolize Christ (these are described in Exodus 3740). There was a table where twelve loaves of fresh bread would be placed daily; Jesus said, “I am the bread of life” (John 6:35). There was a lampstand to provide light in the tabernacle; Jesus said, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). The sacrifices offered on the altar and the sacrificial blood taken into the Most Holy Place symbolize the sacrifice and the blood of Christ that allows sinful people into the very presence of a holy God (Hebrews 9:314).


    Christ is even anticipated in some of the holy days that were a part of the Law. As already noted, the Passover Feast (Leviticus 23:5) is about Christ. The Feast of Firstfruits (Leviticus 23:914) anticipates Christ who is the firstfruit of the resurrection (1Corinthians 15:20). The Day of Atonement (Leviticus 23:2632) anticipates the final atonement for sin made by Jesus (Hebrews 9:28).


    Jesus Christ is also seen in the three offices of the Old Testament: prophet, priest, and king. The many prophets of the Old Testament looked forward to the greatest prophet, Jesus (Hebrews 1:12). The priests established in the Law anticipated Jesus Christ, who is the great high priest (Hebrews 4:14; 5:56). The kings of God’s people, especially King David, anticipated Jesus Christ, the King of kings (1Timothy 6:1415).


    The Old Testament prophets also anticipated the coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ. Probably the best summary of these many texts, as well as what we have already seen and more, is what Jesus himself said to his disciples: “Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms [the entire Old Testament]” (Luke 24:44; see also Luke 24:27). The theme of the Old Testament is Jesus Christ.


    As we come to the New Testament, this theme becomes clear and explicit. The following is a brief summary of what the New Testament says about him.


    Not only has he created all things and is the goal of all things, “He is before all things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17). He sustains all things by his powerful word (Hebrews 1:3). He has reconciled all things to himself (Colossians 1:20). In him are “hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians 2:3). He is the judge of all people (John 5:2430). He is the only way to the Father (John 14:6). He is head of all things (Ephesians 1:22). He is supreme over all things (Colossians 1:18). He is heir of all things (Hebrews 1:2). He has authority over all things (Matthew 28:18). For all of these reasons and much, much more, he has been glorified and exalted by God and must be glorified and exalted by all people (Philippians 2:911).


    LIFE-PRIORITIZING FACT


    Jesus Christ is “the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End” (Revelation 22:13). This means that every aspect of our lives every day that we live should be oriented toward Jesus Christ.
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