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Introduction

If you’re like most of us, you work during the day. If you’re also a gardener, that means you miss viewing and enjoying your garden during its prime time: the daylight hours. There is a way, however, to enjoy the full effect of your labor without quitting your job: Plant a night-blooming garden, otherwise known as a moon garden. Moon gardens are designed expressly for evening and nighttime enjoyment.

Although a moon garden is attractive at any time of day, at dusk it takes on a whole new look and feel, casting an almost magical spell. Alluring fragrances intermingle, enticing you to visit and discover their source. Comfortable seating invites relaxation, urging you to sit and admire the pale colors of the flowers and foliage as reflecting light from the setting sun and the rising moon gives the garden an almost mystical glow. Is it any wonder that Victorian green thumbs, who are generally credited with developing moon gardens, referred to them as “dream gardens”?

A night-blooming fragrant garden offers a peaceful and tranquil spot to rest and relax. It can be elaborate or simple, large or small. Even an out-of-the-way corner beside a garage or shed or a small section of lawn can be transformed into a moon garden. If you have limited gardening space, never fear: Many night-blooming plants grow well in containers, and your patio or deck can become a spectacular moon garden—your own private haven from the world.





A Garden of Unearthly Delights

The most important aspects of a moon garden are the joy and relaxation you derive from it. However, a garden can provide only the setting; the rest is up to you. Forget about the day’s struggles and problems; let your mind unwind and all your senses soar. Inhale the flowers’ perfumes. Watch with fascination as the plants become luminous with the fading of daylight and the arrival of moonlight. Touch the shimmering foliage. Hear the soft flutter of a moth’s wings as it alights on a blossom or the soothing tinkling of a garden fountain. Taste a drop of dew with your tongue. A moon garden has endless pleasures to offer the mind and soul. If you wish to share your haven with others, this garden is the perfect place for a casual summer party or an evening reception—or a romantic tryst!




Designing Your Moon Garden

Designing a moon garden is not as difficult as it might seem. This type of garden isn’t intended to be showy or to attract attention. Rather, it’s intended for your own pleasure. There is no right or wrong way to create a moon garden, so cater to your personal tastes and enjoyment. An occasional short plant tucked in behind a taller one won’t hurt at all, and if a particular plant doesn’t please you, simply change it. If you’re happy in the garden you’ve created and savor the time you spend in it, your moon garden is a success.

As with all gardens, a moon garden needs to be planned out in a logical sequence. First comes what is known to garden designers as the hardscape—the garden’s physical shape plus any walls and other structures, water features, and paths. Then comes the landscape—the plants, ornaments, and seating.

The following design considerations are intended only as a guide to help you start creating your own moon garden. Remember, the most important consideration is that you enjoy the experience.

Location

The location of the garden is an extremely important factor. It’s essential that the site gives you a place to relax yet is convenient enough to visit frequently. Look around your yard for a secluded spot or one that isn’t visible to neighbors or the busy street. If you don’t have such a place, create one—or the feeling of one. Use shrubs, fences, lattice panels, trellises, or other screening devices to create an illusion of privacy. You may also be able to use an existing structure, such as the side of your house or garage.

Pick a spot that makes the most of available natural lighting. Don’t select a spot that receives less than six or seven hours of sunshine daily. Even though most plants can survive in partial shade, many of them won’t grow well without plenty of light. If you have to use a partly shaded area, choose plants suitable for growing under low-light conditions, such as impatiens, hosta, and astilbe.

Stroll through your yard in the daytime, early evening, and nighttime. Take into consideration sunlight, moonlight, and shadows before making a decision on location. In summer, the moon is low in the sky in the south. Observe the moon’s progress over several nights, noting where it shines the brightest and is the least obstructed in its arc across the sky. Plan your garden so that there are few obstructions to the southeast, south, and southwest, allowing summer moonlight to illuminate your garden.

Form and Shape

After you’ve selected a location, next consider what form your garden will be and what will work best for your particular location. The most common forms of gardens are:

Border gardens are designed so that one side is against a structure, such as a wall or fence. They are viewed primarily from the front, with the shortest plants displayed in the front and along the sides.

Island gardens are surrounded on all sides by lawn or other open space. They are viewed from all sides and are usually centrally located. Island beds have the tallest plants in the center, the shortest plants along the edges, and intermediate-height plants in between. Island gardens require more intermediate and short plants than do corner or border gardens. For a more natural effect, slightly offset the center of the island.
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A border garden is displayed against a vertical structure, such as a fence, and is viewed primarily from the front.
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Island gardens can be made in any shape or form; a moon-shaped bed is ideal for a night-blooming garden.

Corner gardens are designed to have two sides against a structure or formed by a structure, such as a fence or hedges. These gardens are viewed primarily from the front. Corner gardens can provide more privacy than island or border gardens, because you can actually sit inside them.

Moon gardens can be any size and follow any outline. They can be shaped asymmetrically to fit a corner or contour. Squared-off, symmetrical beds have a more formal appearance, while curving edges look more casual and natural. Before deciding which garden silhouette you prefer, lay out several different shapes.

Use a garden hose to create the layout of an asymmetrical garden; use pegs and string to create a symmetrical plan. Remember that tight curves can make mowing and trimming more difficult; if you want to keep your yardwork simple, keep any curves in the garden border long and gentle.
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A corner garden that is meant to be viewed from the front can be terraced for maximum effect.

Walk away and view the layout from different angles. When you’ve decided on the shape and size, sprinkle powdered lime, sand, or flour to mark the lines. Digging will be easier if the temporary markers aren’t in the way.
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Use smaller gardens to accent the layout of your larger garden. A white stepping-stone path leading to a bed of white roses edged with brick, for example, can be a dramatic focal point in a larger moon garden.

Water Features

Moonlight on water—whether it’s a simple birdbath or a pond—is positively breathtaking. There is something about moonlight and water that naturally evokes a feeling of peace and relaxation. Even if you have limited space or plan to create a moon garden on your deck or patio, you can still have a water source.

Birdbaths. Birdbaths serve a dual purpose: They attract birds during the day and become a reflecting pool at night. A functional birdbath offers shallow water and a rough surface that allows birds to keep their footing. For the safety of your backyard birds, set the birdbath away from any shrubs or tall plants that could hide a stalking cat.

Garden ponds. Many garden-supply stores offer pond kits that you can install in a weekend. Available in a variety of shapes, sizes, and designs, these ponds can be incorporated into any moon garden. When space is limited, utilize a large pottery bowl or a half barrel lined with heavy-mil plastic.
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If your garden isn’t large enough for a full-size pond, use a half barrel to create a container water garden.

Fountains. The sound of a gurgling fountain or trickling waterfall is incredibly relaxing, and it can help drown out unwelcome neighborhood noises and the rumble of traffic. Flowing water also reflects light and creates movement, adding another visual attraction. In a more formal moon garden, a classic freestanding fountain that is prominently displayed or that sprays water from within a pool works beautifully. The type of nozzle you select determines the spray pattern. A more casual moon garden can host an inconspicuous wall fountain or one made of rocks or other natural material. You can make your own by using a recirculating pump and vinyl tubing (available from garden-supply stores and many hardware stores). Use your imagination and creativity to make a fountain that suits your personal style and moon garden décor. Tabletop fountains are perfect for smaller gardens, because they are portable, attractive, and easy to install and maintain.
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Fountains consist simply of a water reservoir (in this case, a pond), a pump, tubing, and a spout. These elements can be arranged in countless ways to create beautiful fountains, whether small or large, spouting or seeping, elaborate or simple.

Garden Paths

Paths and walkways invite you to enter a garden and see where they lead, creating a sense of destination. A linear path is best suited for a more structured or symmetrical moon garden. Curving and meandering paths are best suited for an informal or asymmetrical moon garden.

Use light-colored gravel or stepping-stones for paths in your moon garden, or plan for supplemental lighting. For a bit of whimsy, use stepping-stones in crescent moon and star shapes. Soften the path’s edge with white rocks or low-growing plants.

To prevent weeds from sprouting in the pathway, lay a weed barrier, such as landscape fabric, underneath the flagstones or gravel. This will prevent weeds from emerging and keep the path from becoming muddy when it rains. Alternatively, plant aromatic groundcover herbs, such as thyme or Roman chamomile, in the cracks between the stones. Once these shrubby little plants have filled in, they’ll require only occasional tidying up. As garden visitors pass down the path, they’ll crush the herbs beneath their feet, releasing a wonderful fragrance.





Laying a Flagstone Path

Laying a flagstone path for your moon garden is a good weekend project. Choose square or rectangular stones for a formal garden or irregularly shaped stones for a more casual look. Whatever their style, the stones should be light or silvery in color, both to enhance the ghostly atmosphere of the moon garden and to help passersby find their footing in the darkness.

Step 1. Plan the path. Use a garden hose to test the path of your walkway. Keep the width of the path generally even for its duration. Sprinkle powdered limestone or sand on the ground to outline the path.
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Step 1

Step 2. Dig out the path. Remove the soil along the course of the path to a depth of at least 4 inches. If the path is going to be in an area that is particularly wet, you’ll want to dig out a few more inches worth of soil to allow for extra drainage.
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Step 2

Step 3. Fill the base with drainage material. Shovel coarse stone or stone dust into the excavated area, tamping it firm as you go. Fill in with enough drainage material that the flagstones, when set in the path, will rise to just above ground level. Keep the level of drainage material as even as possible.
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Step 3

Step 4. Lay the stones. Lay the stones one by one on top of the drainage material, leaving about half an inch of space between stones. When you are pleased with the layout, tap each stone gently into place with a mallet.
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Step 4

Step 5. Fill in the cracks between the stones. Shovel coarse sand or stone dust on top of the flagstones. Sweep the sand or dust over the stones until the cracks between the stones are filled. Then mist the entire path with water. Repeat this process a few days later.
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Step 5






End of sample
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