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CONTEMPORARY
SHEDS

Complete Plans for 12 Sheds, including:


• Garden Outbuilding

• Storage Lean-to

• Playhouse

• Woodland Cottage

• Hobby Studio

• Lawn Tractor Barn



by Philip Schmidt
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Introduction



The contemporary backyard shed is much more than a place to park the lawnmower. Sheds are still great for storage, of course, but many homeowners are finding added value in their sheds’ less tangible qualities—privacy, personal expression, a connection to the outdoors. Perhaps most of all, people like the separation from the main house. A shed is the perfect place to forget your duties or your day job and spend a few hours absorbed in a hobby. For many, it’s an open invitation to come out and play in the dirt.

Keeping in mind that every shed can have a range of uses, the custom buildings in this book are designed to be versatile, practical, and adaptable. They’re also designed for good looks. In terms of property value, a shed can be either an asset or a liability. Everyone can picture the familiar dilapidated tin shed with doors hanging by one wheel and propped shut with concrete blocks. This is a world apart from a handsome building with solid proportions and fitting architectural details. A well-built shed can evoke the character of a miniature house or a small, private cabin or playhouse. A shed can be an appealing outdoor retreat and a solid complement to your home’s landscape.

You can acquire a DIY shed in one of two ways: build it from scratch or buy a kit shed made for easy assembly. This book covers both options. Each of the 10 custom shed projects includes a complete set of construction drawings, a detailed materials list, and step-by-step instructions and photos for building the shed from the ground up. For those who prefer the easy-assembly route, there’s a full discussion of choosing a kit shed, plus two projects showing the basic steps for assembling popular kit buildings.

If you don’t have a lot of experience with carpentry, don’t worry—the Building Basics section of the book walks you through the entire construction process. It will also help you choose the right foundation for your shed and give you the knowledge to make custom substitutions to the projects as shown. Many shed kits involve a fair amount of freehand work, as well, so you’re covered even if your kit comes without roofing or a floor.

One of the best aspects of building a shed is that it doesn’t disrupt daily life in your home. This makes the project infinitely more pleasurable than, say, a complete kitchen remodel. So take your time, enjoy the process, and look forward to years of getting away from it all. You’ll find that getting even a few yards away is something special.
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Essential Outbuildings
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Whether it’s perched at the water’s edge or tucked away in the trees, a well-appointed outbuilding can feel a lot like a vacation home.




Ask a dozen people what they would do with a basic shed in their backyard and you’re bound to hear as many different answers. Some would certainly use the outbuilding for storage—yard and garden supplies, play equipment, bicycles, and other spillover items from the garage. Others would claim the shed for more specific pursuits: raising exotic flowers, turning pottery, watching sports on a big-screen TV. Some may even imagine the shed as a fully equipped home office or, going in the opposite direction, a simple, quiet retreat for reading and meditation.

Regardless of the answers you get, one note would ring true: Each person could picture himself in that same building, doing his own thing and filling the space with personal stuff. That’s what sheds are all about. Like a house, a good shed offers more than shelter and square footage; it’s also an opportunity for self-expression. Perhaps best of all, a shed offers the additional advantage of privacy. You don’t have to clean it up for guests or worry about tracking mud on the carpet. And if you set it up just right, you won’t even hear the doorbell ringing in the house (“Sorry, I must have been out in my workshop. . . .”).

The following pages feature backyard sheds of all descriptions and for any number of personal uses. See if you can picture yourself in some of them. Then try to identify features that make those sheds special to you. Chances are, you can apply those same ideas when building your own backyard getaway.
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Believe it or not, this graciously ornamented shed is easily built from a panelized kit. Special details like the dormer appear to be the work of a highly skilled carpenter but can actually be assembled by the average do-it-yourselfer.
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Door placement impacts a shed’s appearance and its interior layout. This centralized door flanked with windows transforms an ordinary shed into a quaint cottage.
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No need to get fancy. This humble shed has plenty of charm and blends perfectly with its surroundings.
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Designed to suit the setting, this shed’s rustic materials and antique windows add an air of timelessness and easy country living.
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Garden folly, playhouse, or work of art? Any of those would be an accurate description. And you can bet the owners had fun building this one.
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While kit sheds are based on efficient, modern building concepts, you can still find them in traditional styles with nice, custom details, such as this metal roof.
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Shed kit sellers offer a range of accessories and details for adding a custom touch to your shed, including practical add-ons like window flower boxes and decorative trim.
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A deep roof overhang adds character but also shelters windows from hot midday sun—an important consideration for working sheds.
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Not everyone wants a large, freestanding building in the backyard. Plenty of kit sheds are designed for discreet placement against a house wall or a tall fence.
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Integrating a shed into a patio plan can help define the space, block unwanted views, and provide shade and handy storage for patio items.
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A traditional saltbox shed may look complicated but is nothing more than a simple gabled building with a shed-style addition.
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This handsome shed demonstrates how a little trim and some custom details, such as window boxes, shutters, a dutch door, and a chimney, can turn a basic gable structure into something extraordinary.
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In this abundant garden setting, two gambrel-roofed buildings evoke the farming traditions of the American landscape.
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Knotty pine paneling and roof sheathing were given a diluted whitewash to create a rustic yet elegant backdrop for this inviting country shed interior.
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The most beloved sheds tend to fill up over time, reflecting the passions and philosophies of their owners.


[image: image]

Cedar shingles and open eaves create a seaside-cottage feeling in this shed, even in the middle of a wooded lot.
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The tranquil and graceful character of Asian garden structures has inspired countless Western designers.
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On the outside, this artist’s retreat displays the proud utility of classic New England architecture (left), while the lovingly decorated interior (this page) bears the personal mark of its owners. With the finished ceiling, fireplace, and double-hung windows, this furnished shed functions as a guest house.
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Because sheds are relatively small, materials upgrades, such as cedar shingles instead of asphalt roofing or plywood siding, can still be affordable.
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Used as a sunroom in cooler weather, this shed greatly enhances the function and beauty of this outdoor gathering place.
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Greenhouses have inspired many versatile shed designs. Windows on the roof bring in plentiful light for growing.
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Building Basics
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Almost everything you’ve ever wanted to know about building a shed is in this section. Each element of the construction project is covered in detail—from selecting a site to building the foundation to framing the floor, walls, and roof. You’ll also learn about buying lumber and hardware. After your shed is built, return to this section for help with adding a ramp, deck, or steps.

Because the various elements are presented à la carte, you can pick and choose the designs and materials you like best. For the foundation, it makes sense to choose a type based on the shed’s location. Several drawings in this book call for a wooden skid foundation (which is the easiest to build), but a concrete block foundation may be a better choice for a sloping site.

Be sure to have your project plans approved by the local building department before starting construction. This is especially important if you’re making substitutions to the plans featured in the Shed Projects section.

In This Chapter:
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[image: image]  Choosing a Site for Your Shed

The first step in choosing a site for your building doesn’t take place in your backyard but at the local building and zoning departments. By visiting the departments, or making calls, you should determine a few things about your project before making any definite plans. Most importantly, find out whether your proposed building will be allowed by zoning regulations and what specific restrictions apply to your situation. Zoning laws govern such matters as the size and height of the building and the percentage of your property it occupies, the building’s location, and its position relative to the house, neighboring properties, the street, etc.

From the building side of things, ask if you need a permit to build your structure. If so, you’ll have to submit plan drawings (photocopied plans from this book should suffice), as well as specifications for the foundation and materials and estimated cost. Once your project is approved, you may need to buy a permit to display on the building site, and you may be required to show your work at scheduled inspections.

Because outbuildings are detached and freestanding, codes typically govern them loosely. Many impose restrictions or require permits only on structures larger than 100, or even 120, square feet. Others draw the line with the type of foundation used. In some areas, buildings with concrete slab or pier foundations are classified as “permanent” and thus are subject to a specific set of restrictions (and taxation, in some cases), while buildings that are set on skids and can—in theory at least—be moved are considered temporary or accessory and may be exempt from the general building codes.

Once you get the green light from the local authorities, you can tromp around your yard with a tape measure and stake your claim for the new building. Of course, you’ll have plenty of personal and practical reasons for placing the building in a particular area, but here are a few general considerations to keep in mind:

Soil & drainage: To ensure that your foundation will last (whatever type it is), plant your building on solid soil, in an area that won’t collect water.

Access: For trucks, wheelbarrows, kids, etc. Do you want access in all seasons?

Utility lines: Contact local ordinances to find out where the water, gas, septic, and electrical lines run through your property. Often, local ordinances and utility companies require that lines are marked before digging. This is an essential step not only because of legalities, but also because you don’t want your building sitting over lines that may need repair.

Setback requirements: Most zoning laws dictate that all buildings, fences, etc., in a yard must be set back a specific distance from the property line. This setback may range from 6" to 3 feet or more.

Neighbors: To prevent civil unrest, or even a few weeks of ignored greetings, talk to your neighbors about your project.

View from the house: Do you want to admire your handiwork from the dinner table, or would you prefer that your outbuilding blend in with the outdoors? A playhouse in plain view makes it easy to check on the kids.
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[image: image]  Siting for Sunlight

Like houses, sheds can benefit enormously from natural light. Bringing sunlight into your backyard office, workshop, or garden house makes the interior space brighter and warmer, and it’s the best thing for combating a boxy feel. To make the most of natural light, the general rule is to orient the building so its long side (or the side with the most windows) faces south. However, be sure to consider the sun’s position at all times of the year, as well as the shadows your shed might cast on surrounding areas, such as a garden or outdoor sitting area.


SEASONAL CHANGES

Each day the sun crosses the sky at a slightly different angle, moving from its high point in summer to its low point in winter. Shadows change accordingly. In the summer, shadows follow the east-west axis and are very short at midday. Winter shadows point to the northeast and northwest and are relatively long at midday.

Generally, the south side of a building is exposed to sunlight throughout the year, while the north side may be shaded in fall, winter, and spring. Geographical location is also a factor: as you move north from the equator, the changes in the sun’s path become more extreme.
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The sun moves from its high point in summer to its low point in winter. Shadows change accordingly.
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Shadows follow the east-west axis in the summer.


[image: image]

Winter shadows point to the northeast and northwest and are relatively long at midday.




[image: image]  Working with Construction Drawings

The projects in this book include complete construction drawings in the style of architectural blueprints. If you’re not familiar with reading plans, don’t worry; they’re easy to use once you know how to look at the different views. Flipping back and forth between the plan drawings and the project’s step-by-step photos will help you visualize the actual structure.

Note: The drawings in this book are accurately proportioned, but they are not sized to a specific scale. Also, dimensions specified in the drawings are given in feet and inches (for example, 6′-8"), the standard format for architectural plans. For your convenience, the written instructions may give dimensions in inches so you don’t have to make the conversion.
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The building section is the most comprehensive drawing, giving you a side view of the structure sliced in half down the middle. It shows both the framing and finish elements.
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Elevations give you a direct, exterior view of the building from all sides. Drawings may include elevations for both the framing and the exterior finishes.
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Plan views are overhead views looking straight down from above the structure. Floor plans show the layout of the walls or upright supports, with the top half of the structure sliced off. There are also foundation plans, roof framing plans, and other plan views.
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Detail drawings and templates show a close-up of a specific area or part of the structure. They typically show a side or overhead view.




[image: image]  Anatomy of a Shed

Shown as a cutaway, this shed illustrates many of the standard building components and how they fit together. It can also help you understand the major construction stages—each project in this book includes a specific construction sequence, but most follow the standard stages in some form:

1. Foundation—including preparing the site and adding a drainage bed;

2. Framing—the floor is first, followed by the walls, then the roof;

3. Roofing—adding sheathing, building paper, and roofing material;

4. Exterior finishes—including siding, trim, and doors and windows.
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[image: image]  Lumber & Hardware

Lumber types most commonly used in outbuildings are pine—or related softwoods—or cedar, which is naturally rot-resistant and is less expensive than most other rot-resistant woods. For pine to be rot-resistant, it must be pressure-treated, typically with a chemical mixture called CCA (Chromated Copper Arsenate).

Pressure-treated lumber is cheaper than cedar, but it’s not as attractive, so you may want to use it only in areas where appearance is unimportant. Plywood designated as exterior-grade is made with layers of cedar or treated wood and a special glue that makes it weather-resistant. For the long run, though, it’s a good idea to cover any exposed plywood edges to prevent water intrusion.

Framing lumber—typically pine or pressure-treated pine—comes in a few different grades: Select Structural (SEL STR), Construction (CONST) or Standard (STAND), and Utility (UTIL). For most applications, Construction Grade No. 2 offers the best balance between quality and price. Utility grade is a lower-cost lumber suitable for blocking and similar uses but should not be used for structural members, such as studs and rafters. You can also buy “STUD” lumber: construction-grade 2 × 4s cut at the standard stud length of 92-5/8". Note: Treated lumber should be left exposed for approximately 6 months before applying finishes. Finishes will not adhere well to treated lumber that is still very green or wet. Lumber manufacturers likely have recommended times for their product.

Board lumber, or finish lumber, is graded by quality and appearance, with the main criteria being the number and size of knots present. “Clear” pine, for example, has no knots.

All lumber has a nominal dimension (what it’s called) and an actual dimension (what it actually measures). A chart on page 237 shows the differences for some common lumber sizes. Lumber that is greater than 4" thick (nominally) generally is referred to as timber. Depending on its surface texture and type, a timber may actually measure to its nominal dimensions, so check this out before buying. Cedar lumber also varies in size, depending on its surface texture. S4S (Surfaced-Four-Sides) lumber is milled smooth on all sides and follows the standard dimensioning, while boards with one or more rough surfaces can be over 1/8" thicker.

When selecting hardware for your project, remember one thing: All nails, screws, bolts, hinges, and anchors that will be exposed to weather or rest on concrete or that come in contact with treated lumber must be corrosion-resistant. The best all-around choice for nails and screws is hot-dipped galvanized steel, recognizable by its rough, dull-silver coating. Hot-dipped fasteners generally hold up better than the smoother, electroplated types, and they’re the recommended choice for pressure-treated lumber. Aluminum and stainless steel are other materials suitable for outdoor exposure; however, aluminum fasteners corrode some types of treated lumber. While expensive, stainless steel is the best guarantee against staining from fasteners on cedar and redwood.

Another type of hardware you’ll find throughout this book is the metal anchor, or framing connector, used to reinforce wood framing connections. All of the anchors called for in the plans are Simpson Strong-Tie® brand (see Resources), which are available at most lumberyards and home centers. If you can’t find what you need on the shelves, look through one of the manufacturer’s catalogs or visit the manufacturer’s website. You can also order custom-made hangers. Keep in mind that metal anchors are effective only if they are installed correctly—always follow the manufacturer’s installation instructions, and use exactly the type and number of fastener recommended.

Finally, applying a finish to your project will help protect the wood from rot, fading and discoloration, and insects. Pine or similar untreated lumber must have a protective finish if it’s exposed to the elements, but even cedar is susceptible to rot over time and will turn gray if left bare. If you paint the wood, apply a primer first—this helps the paint stick and makes it last longer. If you want to preserve the natural wood grain, use a stain or clear finish.




End of sample
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