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This work is dedicated to Jesus Christ, our great God and
Savior. Without him, we are nothing and can do nothing. And
with him, we are chosen to receive his inheritance, his gift of
eternal life. No words exist which can express fully our gratefulness
for his sacrifice, his perfect Son.
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Introduction



Homeschooling families have shared with us these all-too-frequent questions: How is this method employed? Where would one begin to discover that method? Various styles of homeschooling abound, from unit study to classical to Charlotte Mason to unschooling to the principle approach and so on. Perhaps you are considering a mixture of all of the above (eclectic). With approximately 2.5 million children receiving their education at home in this country, several specific methodologies of imparting knowledge have sprung up over the years. Why? One reason is that all children are created uniquely, and unlike a teacher conducting classes for a roomful of thirty children, parents instinctively know their children well. They know that their young ones are different from each other. Each learns at his or her own pace; each grasps concepts and learns needed skills in his or her own way. Some children learn better in groups; others fare well with independent studies. Some learn faster when they are using their hands or can be outside; others learn best in an accelerated, more rigid atmosphere.

There is no cookie-cutter method for teaching and learning, not in a homeschool anyway. Within these pages you will discover some of the main “subheadings,” if you will, of education at home. You may have been homeschooling your children for a while now but are concerned because one of them is not doing as well as you think he or she should be doing. Perhaps for this child a learning-style change could make the difference between forced, stagnant learning and a more exciting, whole education. The experts who follow are here to share how their specific learning model can work for your family—or maybe not your family but your neighbor's family. Or perhaps not your neighbor's entire family but one of their children.

Again, learning is individualized, and the key to making education successful is finding the most suitable method of learning for your child and then employing it. Our hope is that you will connect with one of the styles presented in this book for one or more of your children. God bless you as you seek to serve him, who has called you to a marvelous work in training up your children in a way they should go.



—Paul and Gena Suarez, Publishers 
The Old Schoolhouse Magazine, LLC
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Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto
him that teacheth in all good things.

—GALATIANS 6:6
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Literature has a great natural power. Through it, we
receive the gifted communication of other persons. In
literature, perhaps more than through any other art
form, we are able to get into the other man's shoes.

—SUSAN SCHAEFFER MACAULAY



A classical, Christian education offers a focus on the great books of Western civilization, in-depth teaching of logic and critical thinking skills, and continued reference to classical languages such as Latin and Greek. The homeschool family using the classical model uses an approach based on the trivium, which correlates the curriculum to the phases of a child's cognitive development. During the elementary years (up to about age twelve), the student focuses on the memorization and recitation of facts and figures. The middle-school years encompass the logic stage as the child begins to acquire more independent and argumentative ways. The third phase, known as the rhetoric stage, covers the high school years and is the period during which the student takes the facts, analyzes them, and learns to share them eloquently.

Sometimes referred to as the “great books” method, this model teaches students about the history of the world through the great works of Western civilization. Originally begun in classical Greece and Rome, the trivium method was brought back to life by writer and educator Dorothy Sayers in The Lost Tools of Learning. As they progress through the various stages of development, classical students come to see the interconnectedness of all subjects based on the knowledge acquired through the curriculum. After gaining a good grasp of basic facts, the child learns how to analyze information and offer his point of view in a fluid and convincing manner. The Christian trained through the classical method learns the history of his faith and predominant culture, grasps the lessons for all mankind within that history, and can adequately answer the questions of others about his beliefs. For the family seeking an in-depth liberal arts style education, the classical Christian education covers the bases.

Classical education has grown swiftly with curriculum companies and books such as The Well-Trained Mind offering parents suggestions, support, and encouragement. Parents who desire to encourage independent thinking skills and pass on an ability to see the world through the light of the triumphs and trials of history are much impressed by classical education. In this section we will hear from two experts in the field who have chosen a classical Christian education for their families. Doug Wilson of Canon Press and Christine Miller of Nothing New Press will share with us the basics of how to offer our children a classical education. Much as the students of Greece and Rome once learned from their teachers, we will walk through the stages of the trivium with these educators and come away with insight into an age-old instructional method that can offer us an in-depth home education.












Classical and 
Christian Education



Douglas Wilson



The great difficulty in providing your children with a classical and Christian education is similar to the difficulty that water has in running uphill. I have sought to encourage those engaged in this task with the observation that all of us are trying to provide an education that none of us received. And so the first difficulty in doing this is recognizing the impossibility of it. After that, everything is easy.

Of course, what is not possible with men is possible with God, and so we must begin this admittedly difficult task by trusting in him completely. The real issue is whether God has called us to it. If he has, then he will make a way. If he has not, then we would not please him by pursuing it, whether it was easy or difficult.

Jesus teaches us that students rarely surpass their teachers, and so this question of qualification enters right at the beginning. What it means when we are talking about classical and Christian education is that parents who undertake this form of education for their children, particularly in a homeschool setting, are resolving to be students as well as teachers. They may be just a little ahead of their students, learning things in order to teach them, but at some point they must acquire what they pass on. When our school made the decision (on principle) to teach Latin, we didn't have anyone around who knew Latin. But we made the decision anyway; I wound up going back to college to take Latin, and I learned enough to stay a jump or two ahead of my students.

The summary of this first principle is that in order to provide this kind of education for our children, we must be willing to work hard, and we must be willing for God to part the Red Sea from time to time. This really is a blood-sweat-and-tears endeavor.

But saying it is a difficult endeavor does not define the nature of the difficulty. What is classical and Christian education?

We will begin with the second part of the question first. What is Christian education? We have to begin by excluding one definition that is unfortunately common. Christian education should not be defined as any process of education undertaken by Christians. Because Christians have not been taken away to heaven as soon as they were converted and because we still live in a sinful, fallen world, it is still possible for us to sin. And we can sin in any arena where we function—spiritually, physically, or mentally. Christians can perform unchristian acts, and they can think unchristian thoughts. Among those unchristian thoughts might be thoughts on the nature and direction of education. Just as a Christian can (sinfully) shoplift something, so a Christian can (sinfully) think that history, math, and biology are neutral endeavors. But they are not.

Christian education occurs when the process of education for covenant children is being conducted in accordance with the requirements of Scripture. In other words, when children are being taught in the will of God, that is Christian education.

One of the fundamental requirements of Scripture in this regard is the requirement to recognize what theologians call the antithesis. At the beginning of human history, God placed hostility between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent. One of the first duties that we have in teaching our children (the seed of the woman) is the duty of teaching them to be wary of snakes. And this is a constant duty, everywhere necessary. Where I live in Idaho, on the Palouse, there are no rattlesnakes. But just thirty miles south of us, rattlesnake country starts. It would be foolish to walk around in the country down there without any regard for snakes. The Bible teaches us that the seed of the serpent can show up anywhere, and we have to beware. Spiritually speaking, there is no place to relax and say “No snakes are possible here.” And so we have to teach our children to beware.

Because education is the process of preparing them for life and all the assorted areas of life, we need to show how this antithesis is operative in every subject—language, history, science, math, and so on. In every subject men tell the truth about God, and in every subject they lie. It makes a difference who writes the history curriculum—Moses or Jeroboam. “These are the gods that brought us out of the land of Egypt” (see Exod. 32:4).

An active pursuit of the antithesis rests upon another fundamental assumption. Cornelius Van Til once said that the Bible is authoritative in everything it addresses, and it addresses everything. There is no neutral place where sinful men (or students) may go in order to absent themselves from what God is saying. God speaks always and everywhere. His Word does not speak directly on each subject. It is silent, for example, on software programming and how to take apart an internal combustion engine. The Bible is not an exhaustive encyclopedia. It is more like a key in the corner of a map that enables us to interpret everything on the map. There is no area of our lives where the authority of the Scriptures does not extend. This means that in Christian education, great emphasis will be placed on having the Scriptures function authoritatively in every aspect of that education. Of course this will not happen unless the people overseeing the education are Christians. But just having them be Christians does not guarantee it will happen. The Scriptures must be taken as the absolute bedrock.

This said, what does classical mean? This question can be divided in two, and we need to remember that it is not a separate question. If we say that the Christian aspect of this education is over here (authoritative over all), and the classical part is over there (not under authority), we have fallen into the old-fashioned trap of contradicting ourselves. Classical is not something that can be understood in isolation from Christ because nothing can be understood in isolation from Christ.

Under Christ classical refers to two things. The first has to do with the content of the education the students are receiving, principally in the areas of literature and history, but not absent in the other subjects. Classical education is commonly thought of as a “great books” program, and this is not far from the truth. To fill it out, we need to take a moment to determine what constitutes “great.”

Most books that show up in great books curricula are part of what has been called the Western Canon. Those who complain about such books do so in favor of a broader and more eclectic multicultural offering and say that these books are too Western, too biased in the direction of Western civilization. But there is a reason for that bias, and it has nothing to do with any innate superiority of Europeans and their spawn around the globe.

The kingdom of God is not to be equated with Western culture, and Western culture does not constitute the fulfillment of “thy kingdom come.” At the same time the history of the kingdom of God and the history of Western culture are so intertwined as to be incomprehensible apart from each other. Think of trying to explain Charlemagne without reference to the church or Augustine without reference to the late Roman Empire. In the providence of God, the gospel spread out from Palestine west and north, for the most part. Western civilization is not the kingdom of God, but it became great because of the kingdom of God. Consequently, the literature and history of all this is well worth the time it takes to learn and master, and it should be at the core of the education we provide our children. There is no need to be embarrassed about teaching our children their culture and their heritage. This is no disparagement to the culture of others. As I have said many times, it is not possible to teach children to honor other cultures by teaching them to despise their own. Children who are taught to honor their mother will know why other children honor their mothers.

But classical education also requires a particular pedagogical method, and this method has been called the trivium. Trivium is a Latin word referring to three-way intersection, and the three roads that run together here are grammar, dialectic, and rhetoric. In the formulation of some, dialectic is called logic. A generation ago the classical scholar and Christian writer Dorothy Sayers wrote an essay entitled “The Lost Tools of Learning.” Her point was to take the medieval elements of the trivium and line them up with what she had observed about child development. She said in that essay that she was confident that no one was crazy enough to try what she was suggesting, but we decided to take her up on it anyway.

Grammar refers to the constituent elements of every subject. Grammar does not refer only to language; every subject has a grammar. Geography has rivers and mountains. Arithmetic has addition and subtraction tables. History has names and battles and dates. Each subject has a grammar. Sayers pointed out that children in the elementary years are going through what she called the poll-parrot stage. They love to chant, memorize, and recite. Since they love to do that anyway and will make up things to memorize if you don't give them things to memorize, why not cut with the grain? Why not have them take on grammar when that is what they love to do and that is what they are good at doing?

The next stage is the dialectic, which refers to the ordered relationships of all various bits of isolated data. In the grammar stage we have accumulated mounds of facts. In the dialectical stage we begin to sort them out and arrange them. This stage (roughly corresponding to the junior high years) is the time when the students have entered what Sayers called the pert stage. They have become somewhat argumentative. So then, she reasons, why not teach them to argue? When you teach formal symbolic logic to eighth graders, for some reason they eat it up. Again the point is to cut with the grain. At this stage students start learning more complicated math, grammatical relations in English and Latin, formal logic, and so on.

The stage corresponding with the rhetoric element of the trivium was called the poetic stage by Sayers. This occurs during the high school years, and it is the time when the students have become naturally concerned with keeping up appearances. Again we teach with the nature of the student, and we teach them the art of presenting themselves well—rhetoric. This stage is where they should take actual rhetoric courses along with an apologetics course and all their literature courses.

It can be admitted now that the first generation of classical and Christian educators did a good bit of flying by the seat of their pants. But fortunately for those who are just now beginning this exciting task, there are now piles upon piles of materials to help the classical and Christian homeschooler get started. We have sketched the grand theory, which is akin to looking at the wonderful picture of the tricycle on the cover of the box. But now comes the time for assembly, and you might hear the ominous tinkling of countless nuts and bolts inside the box. But don't worry—there are clear and cogent directions inside the box (and they are not in Japanese), and they are readily available from organizations like the Association of Classical Christian Schools (ACCS), Logos School, Canon Press, and Veritas Press.



[image: image]
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What Is Classical 
Education?



Christine Miller



Classical education returns to the time-honored educational theory of the past. Beginning in classical Greece and Rome, and continuing through the Puritan and Colonial eras of our nation, children who received an education received a classical one. Classical education produced Archimedes, St. Paul, Dante, Leonardo da Vinci, Galileo, Isaac Newton, Christopher Columbus, Shakespeare, and our own great George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, and John Adams.

These giants of their times are only the tip of the iceberg of the great philosophers, scientists, theologians, writers, and artists who lived and worked through the eighteenth century. They lived up to their potential, and each in his own way impacted the course of human history because his potential was unlocked in part by classical education, which prepared him to grapple with the problems of his day.

The core of classical education is the trivium, which simply put is a teaching model that seeks to tailor the curriculum subject matter to a child's cognitive development. The trivium emphasizes concrete thinking and memorization of the facts of the subject matter in grade school, analytical thinking and increased understanding of the subject matter in middle school, and abstract thinking and articulation of the subject matter in high school.

Several subjects are unique to classical education, which helps accomplish the goals of the trivium: grammar, the science of language usage; logic, the science of right thinking; and rhetoric, the science of effective verbal and written expression. Classical Christian education is further characterized by a rich exposure to the history, art, and culture of Western civilization, including its languages (Latin and Greek), its philosophy and literature (the great books of Western civilization and the Christian tradition), and the development of a biblical worldview with theology in its proper place as the queen of the sciences.

The progression of learning from facts to understanding to expression—the stages of the trivium—give children the tools to think for themselves and to be independent, lifelong learners. Thus the primary goal of classical education: to equip educated men and women with the ability to approach previously unknown subject matter, problems, or life situations; and using the tools of learning that have been practiced and refined and internalized in school, to grasp the subject or problem, analyze it according to the standard of truth, and understand and do something about it. Classical education therefore trains children for success in any field, whether it is marriage and family life, work dealing with society and individuals, business, or arts and the humanities. Furthermore, classical education has proven its effectiveness in training for scientific excellence, which depends on the arts of fact-finding, analyzation, adherence to truth, and the problem-solving skills in which classical education specializes. Secondarily, it works: children taught by this method routinely exhibit academic proficiency.

The Core of Classical Education

Historically classical education was implemented primarily by studying only the three core subjects of each of the trivium stages: grammar, logic, and rhetoric. Thus, Latin and Greek grammar only was studied in the elementary years; logic only, using Euclid's Elements, was studied in the middle school years; and rhetoric only, using Aristotle's Rhetoric, was studied in the high school years. A correlation can be made between the historic core of classical education: Latin, Euclid, and rhetoric, and the emphasis on the three Rs in American education: reading (grammar), writing (rhetoric), and ‘rithmetic (logic, via Euclid's Elements).

But it is even more helpful to understand why the historical core of classical education was as it was. It is because classical education carries a distinct language imperative; it is a completely language-centered education. The study of grammar teaches a child the standard of language usage and the meaning it conveys in the culture. The study of logic, which Euclid's Elements taught, is the next rung in the ladder of language mastery. It teaches a child how language conveys truth or falsehood and how to think rightly in language, as all thought occurs in language. The study of rhetoric is the next rung in the ladder of language mastery. It teaches a child how to communicate effectively and eloquently what is now known to be true. The three subjects of the stages of the trivium can really be thought of as the three stages of language mastery. At the end of his K through twelve classical education, a child can truly understand without being subject to manipulation by advertisers or politicians, and be truly understood: able to convey the exact nuance of meaning he intends to convey.

A classical education “leads” a child “out of” (educare in Latin) immature speaking, writing, reading, and thinking, and gives him what Richard Mitchell called (in Why Good Grammar?) “the power of his mind.”

Why is this language mastery so important? God is a God of his word. He has chosen to reveal himself to man by the Word. “The Word became flesh, and dwelt among us,..full of grace and truth” (John 1:14 NASB). The infallible and immutable revelation of God to man contained in God's Word is expressed in the medium of language. This is why classical education was brought to this country by the first settlers; it was so that every child could be proficient in language to use as a tool in order to read and understand the Bible. In those days every pastor was facile in Hebrew, Greek, and Latin (grammar), able to tell truth from falsehood in his doctrine (dialectic), and able to expound eloquently on the Scriptures (rhetoric).

Furthermore, the commission of every Christian is to witness to the truth. The ability to express truth effectively and eloquently, the goal of rhetoric, is not optional for believers. While truth can be expressed by those who have not had a classical education or who have not gained the mastery of language that this unique education provides, we ought still to want, for the Lord's sake, to take advantage of all that education affords to make the most of our potential.

However, the historic core of classical education does not provide a curriculum comprehensive enough to meet the requirements of most state homeschooling laws. A truly optimum classical education, then, ought to be like a three-legged stool. One leg is the mastery of language: English and Latin grammar, logic, and rhetoric. The second leg is the mastery of mathematics: arithmetic, the grammar of mathematics; algebra and geometry, the logic of mathematics; and higher math, the rhetoric of mathematics. The third leg is Christian and Western civilization, so that the culture may be transferred from one generation to the next, allowing it to endure and progress. If ever a generation failed to transfer Christian and Western culture to the next generation, that culture would cease to exist upon the parent generation's death. Western civilization, which is based upon and is an outgrowth of Christianity, includes history, literature, art, music, science, philosophy, law, government, and other related topics, all on their biblical foundations.

Out of all these subsets of Western civilization, history and literature are the most important. History, because (1) the plan of salvation and the work of God among men rests on a historical foundation; (2) God has commanded parents to instruct children in what has happened before; and (3) the study of history helps impart wisdom and judgment to those who engage in it—foolish choices and their consequences are played out on the historical stage so that foolishness need not be repeated.

Literature, because, as C. S. Lewis wrote, in “Christianity and Literature” in Christian Reflections, literature's purpose is not for the author to create something originating with himself, not to bring “into existence beauty or wisdom which did not exist before, but simply and solely…to embody in terms of his own art some reflection of eternal Beauty and Wisdom.”1 The truly great literature of Western civilization reveals beauty and wisdom reflective of the beauty and wisdom inherent in God's nature.

Therefore, in the elementary years, the core emphasis of classical education would be: English instruction in grammar and writing mechanics; Latin or Greek grammar; arithmetic; knowledge of the history of Western civilization; and lots of practice reading the best children's literature that Western civilization has produced, all taught from a biblical worldview.

In the middle school years, the core emphasis of classical education would be: English instruction in formal logic and writing the argumentative essay; Latin or Greek grammar and reading in Latin or Greek; algebra and geometry; analysis of the history of Western civilization; and beginning to read and discuss the great books of the Christian and Western tradition, all taught from a biblical worldview.

In the high school years, the core emphasis of classical education would be: English instruction in formal rhetoric, practiced in speech, debate, and in writing; Greek or Hebrew or modern languages such as French or German; higher mathematics; economics, law, and political science based on an understanding of the history of Western civilization; and continuing to read and discuss the great books of the Christian and Western tradition, all taught from a biblical worldview.

Classical Education in the Elementary Years

ENGLISH

Grammar study contains three components: letters, which combined form words, which combined form sentences. Phonics for reading and spelling teaches letters. Word forms, such as learning roots, suffixes, prefixes, changes in verb tense or making nouns plural, homonyms, and so on teaches words. Syntax study through sentence diagramming teaches sentences. Additionally, children should learn the mechanics of writing, including proper spelling and its rules, in the elementary years. It is unreasonable to expect children to write original compositions before learning the tools of writing and spelling. Therefore copying sentences and paragraphs in grades one through four provides lots of penmanship practice and familiarity with correct English grammar and spelling; and dictation leading to original compositions in grades five and six provides the transition to original compositions and the chance to practice and refine what has been learned.


	Grades 1-2: Phonics for reading and spelling; copying for penmanship

	Grades 3-4: Word forms such as making plurals, suffixes, etc.; spelling; copying for penmanship; writing mechanics

	Grades 5-6: Sentence diagramming; spelling; dictation and original compositions; writing mechanics



LATIN

Children are language sponges, so when to begin the study of Latin or Greek is up to the parent. Children are able to learn other languages easily from early on, and curriculum is available to teach children Latin or Greek beginning in first grade. Learning Latin helps in understanding English grammar, increases vocabulary, and teaches precise thinking skills, so it is helpful to begin Latin in the elementary years, but children will not be damaged for life if Latin is put off to the middle school years when they can do more independent study.

ARITHMETIC

Avoid the new approach which de-emphasizes memorizing math facts or tries to teach algebra concepts too soon. A good curriculum will use manipulatives to teach new concepts, emphasize facts memorization, and provide lots of practice for both mental and written arithmetic.

WESTERN HISTORY

History does not have to be dry and boring. Children love to read interesting historical narratives to learn what, who, where, and when. In addition, supplement the historical narrative with exciting historical novels, biographies, and nonfiction; create maps and time lines; create wall-size collages to illustrate the most important events of the era; cook authentic recipes, make costumes and art projects in the style of the era. Don't be surprised if history goes from the most hated to the most loved subject when historical facts are taught this way.


	Grade 1: Old Testament and Egyptian history

	Grade 2: Greek and Roman history

	Grade 3: Medieval history

	Grade 4: Renaissance, Reformation, exploration history

	Grade 5: American history

	Grade 6: Modern European and twentieth-century history



WESTERN LITERATURE

Read the best children's literature that has been written in English. Why settle for the latest poorly written series when Peter Rabbit, Winnie the Pooh, The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood, The Chronicles of Narnia, The Wind in the Willows, The Little House on the Prairie, and Tom Sawyer are available, to name a few?

Classical Education in the Middle School Years

ENGLISH

Logic, the science of how truth or falsehood is conveyed in language, is the next subset of English study once grammar has been mastered. Begin with formal (Aristotelian) logic and then proceed to advanced modern logic. Many good curricula exist for middle school students. Original composition becomes the focus of writing exercises, with the goal at the end of the middle school years being writing a grammatically correct, tight, well-reasoned essay.


	Grade 7: Beginning formal logic; writing grammatically correct, clear, and smooth sentences

	Grade 8: Intermediate formal logic; writing topically narrow, supported, and logically ordered paragraphs; writing the argumentative paragraph

	Grade 9: Advanced logic; writing the topically narrow, supported, and logically ordered essay; writing the argumentative essay



LATIN AND GREEK

If Latin was not studied in the elementary years, begin it now. Many good curricula exist for beginning Latin students in the middle school years. Otherwise continue in the course of Latin study begun in the elementary years. The goal is facile translation and reading in Latin. Once Latin study has been completed, add Greek.

MATHEMATICS

Once arithmetic has been mastered, go on to algebra. The whole study of algebra should be undertaken at one time; do not divide algebra I and II with a year of geometry. Algebra is the language in which all the higher mathematics discourse, including geometry. Once algebra has been mastered, then any higher math study can follow it in any order, but geometry with proofs is recommended next, as it builds on the foundation of logic begun in English. If your student needs more work in arithmetic, please provide it before moving on to algebra. If your student needs more work in algebra, please provide it before moving on to geometry. In classical education the criterion for going on to the next level of any subject is mastery, not keeping up with the schedule in the book. Children are individuals, and one reason we homeschool is to provide them with a curriculum tailored to them, not “one size fits all.”


	Grade 7: Algebra I

	Grade 8: Algebra II

	Grade 9: Geometry



WESTERN HISTORY

In the elementary years, students learned the who, what, when, and where of history. In the middle school years, students review Western history again, this time analyzing the events and choices made by the players and their outcomes and comparing them to the standard of truth—God's ways—as presented in the Bible. Students read the classic histories of Western civilization and discuss what they are learning with their teacher or other knowledgeable mentor. In the discussions it is important for the teacher to challenge the students to defend their statements logically and encourage them to look for fallacies in others' statements. The Western history study also provides topics for essays in English.


	Grade 7: Old Testament, Greek, and Roman history

	Grade 8: Medieval, Renaissance, Reformation, and exploration history

	Grade 9: American and modern history



WESTERN LITERATURE

Continue reading the best novels and literature that have been written in English. In ninth grade, begin reading the great books of Western civilization. A student should expect to read about sixteen to twenty of the one hundred great books in the four years from ninth to twelfth grade to do them justice. Discuss the philosophies and worldviews presented in the literature and how the biblical worldview is supported or destroyed. In the discussions it is important for the teacher to challenge the students to defend their statements logically and encourage them to look for fallacies in others’ statements.

Classical Education in the High School Years

ENGLISH

Rhetoric, the science of effective and elegant communication, is the next subset of English study once logic has been mastered. The emphasis is on both oral and written communication. If debating clubs are available, your student would benefit greatly by becoming involved. In the final year of high school, the student should pass both a written essay and oral examination of comprehensive topics studied in his twelve years of education and demonstrate mastery of grammatically correct, logically sound, and elegantly effective written and oral communication.


	Grade 10: Principles of rhetoric; writing the effective paper; beginning speech and debate

	Grade 11: Principles of rhetoric; writing the research paper; debate

	Grade 12: Senior research paper; senior oration; debate



LATIN AND GREEK OR MODERN LANGUAGES

The student should continue his studies in Latin and/or Greek, or if completed, begin Hebrew or modern foreign languages such as Spanish or German, if desired.

MATHEMATICS

Students continue their math studies with the higher mathematics of trigonometry, elementary functions, and calculus. Since the highest math necessary to do well on the SAT or ACT is mastery of algebra and geometry, students may instead study the mathematics of music or visual design or the history of mathematical discovery, if desired.

APPLIED WESTERN HISTORY

The studies of economics, law, and political science are direct outgrowths of Western civilization, and too often students enter their adult life after school with little knowledge of these important fields that exert great influence on our daily lives.


	Grade 10: Economics

	Grade 11: Law and the Constitution

	Grade 12: Political Science



WESTERN LITERATURE

Continue reading the great books of Western civilization begun in the ninth grade. Discuss the philosophies and world-views presented in the literature and how the biblical worldview is supported or destroyed. These discussions (as well as those from applied Western history) provide great topics for English papers and the senior research paper.

Classical education looks different from most public or private school education. American education has been systematically gutted for the past one hundred years, and classical education seeks to restore the high standards and effective outcomes (educated citizens) that were the hallmark of early American society. You might notice no emphasis on science, physical education, art, or other common “necessities” of modern education. These things and others can be added to the curriculum as each family and student determine is necessary, and information on the classical approach with curriculum suggestions for these additional subjects can be found on the author's Web site. However, the curriculum described above contains what is necessary to classical education, to meet most state standards, standardized test requirements, and SAT and ACT requirements. Specific curriculum suggestions and much more detailed information can be found on the author's Web site, www.classicalhomeschooling.org.

Endnotes

1. C. S. Lewis, “Christianity and Literature” in Christian Reflections (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1994).
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Christine Miller graduated public high school with honors, and studied Chemistry at Colorado State University. She is the mother of three children, whom she and her husband home- schooled for fourteen years. Soon after she began home-schooling, she realized standard educational practices were not providing the education for her children she envisioned and were also making her children “hate school.” She began researching educational methods and the history of education, which led to classical education and the kid-tested practical approach of applying classical education to homeschooling for which the Miller homeschool became known.

She launched her family's homeschooling Web site, Classical Christian Homeschooling, in the spring of 1998 (www.classicalhomeschooling.org) and also began publishing curriculum materials for homeschoolers (www.nothingnew press.com). Her articles have appeared in Homeschooling Today as well as being reprinted in numerous local classical school and homeschool association newsletters and parent information manuals in the U.S. and overseas.












Principle 
Approach Method
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These things command and teach. Let no man
despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the
believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give attendance
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

—1 TIMOTHY 4:11-13
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There is one academic subject in which we need to go
far, far beyond public school standards. We need to
provide the best available instruction in the history
and geography of our nation. While the public
schools are drowning children in the academically
meaningless and morally damaging world of “multi-
culturalism,” we should be teaching our children to
thoroughly know the history and philosophies of the
men and women who founded this country. If
 American children are not taught the principles of
freedom, America will not be free for very long.

—MICHAEL FARRIS



F or the Christian family attempting to sort out a philosophy of education, no method appears to be as biblically based or as utterly American as the principle approach. Speaking specifically of the divine hand of God in American history, the principle approach requires that both the student and the teacher examine all subjects using the teachings of the Bible. Students come to see the hand of God, or providence, throughout the curriculum. Through a renewal of the “4-R” method of learning, the student learns to examine all that is placed before him through a Christian worldview. Because the biblical principles are the basis of the entire method of education, it has been said that without God there is no “principle approach.” If we embrace the idea that there is one God working through mankind to establish nations throughout history, we cannot then remove him from the history of those nations. Most specifically, the principle approach explains to us that the hand of God has guided the creation of the United States of America. Because it is established upon the Christian principle of self-government, America cannot be removed from the equation either.

Homeschool families using this method will research the facts of a topic, use their discernment to reason out information and to relate to it through their biblical worldview. Both student and teacher will record the steps involved in the process and the lessons learned. Throughout the entire process both parties are consciously aware of the hand of God in the subjects studied and constantly relate to the subject manner from that viewpoint. A specific text need not be purchased, nor does grade level matter so much as becoming able to govern oneself using biblical principles.

To explain in more depth the concepts of the principle approach and help us discover how best to implement it, we turn to Katherine Dang of Universal History and James Rose of the American Christian History Institute. As we learn from our experts, they will walk us through these steps in relation to learning literature and botany. They show us how to incorporate the four Rs into an overall method of educating the child rather than breaking them down into individual steps that focus on details while forgetting the principle (or “seed”) of the matter. Should you feel the principle approach is the most appropriate path for your family, these educators offer the steps to begin the journey.




End of sample
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