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    Finally, as a legacy for my grandsons, Anthony, Lawrence, and Daniel. The treasure of their “Bamp’s” life, “junior” re-enactors, and hope for the future in the preservation and commemoration of our nation’s heritage and history.
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      PREFACE

      



      A MATTER OF CONVERSION


      To the younger generation, the metric system is the international measurement norm that has become the standard for almost all calculations. However, for older individuals like myself, the imperial system, with all its idiosyncrasies and variations, still holds true in our basic mental image of how big or how much something is. As a result, writing a book with measurements calculated in this earlier system requires some kind of conversion method if the younger reader is to “get the picture.” For those wishing to undertake the exercise, there are a host of websites that will provide exact mathematical calculations and conversions. However, for simplicity’s sake, the following tabulations should suffice.


      Distance:


      1 inch (in.) equals 2.54 centimetres


      12 inches (ins.) equal 1 foot (ft.) 0.30 metres


      3 feet (ft.) equal 1 yard (yd.) 0.91 metres


      1,760 yards (yds.) equal 1 mile 1.60 kilometres


      Weight:


      1 ounce (oz.) equals 28.35 grams


      16 ounces equal 1 pound (lb.) 0.45 kilograms


      14 pounds (lbs.) equal 1 stone (st.) 6.35 kilograms


      112 pounds equal 1 hundredweight (cwt.) 50.8 kilograms


      20 hundredweight / 2,240 lbs. equal 1 ton 1.01 tonnes


      Volume:


      1 pint (pt.) equals 0.57 millilitres


      2 pints (pts.) equal 1 quart (qt.) 1.14 litres


      4 quarts (qts.) equal 1 gallon (gal.) 4.55 litres


      In the matter of money and pricing, however, things become somewhat more complicated, as one has to not only understand the system of British currency that was used at the time (outlined below), but also the additional fact that the apparent pricing and monetary values given do not equate to the real, or modern purchase values, that the converted sums would represent. Although no absolute can be given, due to the number of variables involved, a multiplication factor of around fifty will come close to assessing 1812 values in terms of their modern equivalents in 2012.


      Currency Denominations:


      1 farthing (¼ d)


      half-penny or ha’pny (½ d) pronounced “hay-p-nee”


      penny or pence (d) “pense”


      shilling (s)


      pound (£)


      guinea (G)


      Values:


      4 farthings to the penny


      2 half-pennies to the penny


      12 pence to the shilling


      20 shillings or 240 pence to the pound


      1 pound and 1 shilling to the guinea


      Writing monetary values was done in a linear form, with the smallest denomination on the right and progressively moving up through the scale of values to the left, thus:


      Two pence 2d


      Four pence and a half-penny 4½d


      One shilling and no pence 1/-


      One shilling and eight pence 1/8


      Fifteen shillings, six and a half-pence 15/6½d


      One pound £1/-/-


      One pound, three shillings,


      eleven and a half-pence £1/3/11½d


      Eighteen pounds and four pence £18/-/4


      To further confound and confuse matters, there was also a separate North American financial system based on the decimalized dollar. In British North America this was calculated on values established at Halifax, Nova Scotia. Thus, in 1812 the standard exchange rate stood at four “Halifax” dollars to the pound.


      VARIATIONS


      In writing a military history and using original quotations, every author on this subject has to deal with a certain set of problems in presenting their material. First, there is the fact that in the original documents one is dealing with historical personalities, each with varied levels of education and skills of writing and spelling, not all of which correspond to our own modern forms. Second, there are the inevitable references to official military formations, regimental affiliations, ranks and appointments, battlefield tactics and manoeuvres, etc. that can sometimes appear alien to a modern reader unfamiliar with the subject. Third, there is the reality that place names have sometimes changed entirely or have gained different spellings over the years.


      To address these points, this author has chosen to adopt the following position in the presentation of his accumulated materials:


      On the matter of varied spellings in quotes, the material has been repeatedly checked to ensure its accuracy and is presented just as I found it in the original documents. I have therefore not included the highly distracting term [sic] after each variant word, as it drives me to distraction when I see it used in other works and, in my opinion, effectively destroys the integrity and meaning of the quote to me as a reader. As I see it in reading works of this kind, either I trust that the author did his job properly and the quote is accurate, or I don’t and I go and look it up for myself if I’m so inclined.


      On the second point, while generally recognized military terms are presented as is, some of the more archaic or jargon-type words are followed by a modern equivalent word. In a similar manner, maintaining the differential identification of military units from the two principal combatant nations (when both used a system of numbers to designate their regiments) has forced many modern writers to develop a system that will maintain a clear identity for their readers. I have adopted this convention, and within this work British Regimental numbers are shown as numerals (41st Regiment, 89th Regiment, etc.) and where required with their subsidiary titles (1st [Royal Scots] Regiment, 8th [King’s] Regiment), whilst the American Regiments are expressed as words (First Regiment, Twenty-fifth Regiment, etc.)


      Finally, where place names appear with a number of variants (e.g., Sackett’s Harbour, Sacket’s Harbour, Sakets Harbor, or Sacket’s Harbor) I have adopted a single format for each case, based upon a judgment of what I felt was the predominant version used at the time. Where names have changed entirely, or would cause needless confusion (Newark becoming Niagara and currently Niagara-on-the-Lake), I have generally gone with what would clarify the location and simplify identification overall or included a reference to the modern name (Crossroads becoming Virgil.)


      In a similar fashion, in including images where there is both a period and modern image combined for a then-and-now effect, I have tried, as far as possible, to obtain the same relative perspective, subject to the limitations imposed where the physical landscape and property ownership make it possible to do so.


      THE 1812 BATTLEFIELD


      To anyone not already knowledgeable about the details of the historic military uniforms, weapons, and systems of drill and manoeuvre referred to in this work, the facts presented may not always make sense to the modern mind. This is not surprising, for according to the current methods of waging war, the concept of having your soldiers stand out in the open in long straight lines, dressed in brightly coloured uniforms and polished brasswork, may be appropriate for a parade square or a military tattoo. But to do it in on a battlefield, only a short distance from a similar line of enemy troops who are shooting at you, seems contradictory to the survival of the individual fighting man — suicidal, in fact! What must be understood, however, is that the battlefield tactics of the early nineteenth century were entirely different from that of the modern-day and were based on the technologies then available for weapons production.


      Today, armies can sit miles apart from each other and use radar, satellite, and aerial reconnaissance, long-range artillery, missiles, and air support to destroy entire military formations in a matter of minutes. As a result, battlefield camouflage and concealment is an essential element of tactical deployment. By contrast, at the time of this story, there were no long-range weapons of rapid-fire or mass destruction. Instead, the heavy weaponry of the day consisted of heavy and cumbersome pieces of muzzle-loading cannon. Consequently, military commanders had to rely upon hauling their artillery within clear visual range of the enemy in order to pound them into submission, flight, or destruction with cannonballs — one shot at a time! In the same manner, modern combat troops carry at least one lightweight personal firearm that usually incorporates a rifled barrel, automatic loading and firing mechanisms, multiple-shot magazines, and other high-tech gadgets that produce devastating rates of fire and effective killing ranges that cover hundreds of yards (metres). In contrast, apart from units equipped with the slightly more accurate and longer-range, but significantly slower-to-load rifled weapons of the day, the standard infantry weapon for most armies in 1812 was a heavy, muzzle-loading, smoothbore, flintlock musket. This weapon had an extreme killing range of less than 250 yards (137 metres); was basically inaccurate beyond 150 yards (229 metres) and had a single-shot capability that even under ideal conditions then took at least fifteen seconds to reload. Furthermore, climatic variables, such as wind and rain, or mechanical problems (such as a dull flint, powder residues fouling the ignition system, or any one of a dozen other factors), could reduce the firing rate for a musket from a satisfactory eight successful ignitions out of ten times of pulling the trigger, to a frustrating one in ten. If one was lucky.


      Because of these technological limitations, the only effective way to use an infantry force was to form the men into long lines that allowed the maximum number of muskets to be pointed at the enemy. This formation would then be marched to an effective firing range and, upon the word of command, fire a massed volley of soft lead musketballs toward the enemy; then they would go through the complicated process of reloading and firing again as quickly as possible. In response, the enemy, using virtually the same technologies and weaponry, was obliged to use the same tactics and formations in its attempt to achieve victory. This produced the classic “Napoleonic” battlefield, with lines and columns of troops moving as unified formations, firing at fairly close ranges, and generally ignoring the self-preservational method of lying down or sheltering behind a solid object to fire.


      That is not to say, however, that these latter “modern” tactics were not used. In fact, the terrain and dense forests of Upper Canada encouraged the use by both opposing armies of smaller and more manoeuvreable formations of soldiers, referred to as “Light” troops. These men were trained to fight as both line infantry and as independent detachments, moving and fighting as circumstances and opportunity dictated. This style of fighting was also used extensively by the Native allies, who perhaps had a more realistic concept of how fighting an enemy should be conducted, by using hit-and-run tactics. The fact remains, however, that except in specific instances, the traditional linear and column formations prevailed as the principal functional units for large-scale military engagements throughout the North American War of 1812–1815.


      Under these conditions, with contending armies standing in the open, less than 500 yards (300 metres) apart, the use of camouflage or low-visibility uniforms becomes irrelevant. Instead, it was the function of the uniform to make the wearer look taller, broader, and more imposing to the enemy. There was also the fact that the repeated firing of the weapons produced a dense cloud of grey-white smoke that, in the absence of a breeze, could thicken to the point where visibility was reduced to a few yards, creating the oft-referred to “fog of war” that bedeviled many commanders during the course of an engagement. Under these circumstances it was vital, in those days without radio or electronic communication, for senior officers to be able to correctly identify distant troop movements and maintain control of their own formations as a battle progressed. As a result, the use of distinct “National” styles and highly visible colours of uniforms provided a vital means of identification and control in the chaos of a battlefield. Likewise, the addition of highly visible regimental colours (flags), served on the one hand as a valuable rallying point for its soldiers and an indication of where a regiment’s commander and senior officers would generally be located, while on the other as a perfect point-of-aim for the enemy’s fire.
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    CHAPTER 1

    



    Introduction


    Almost as soon as the news of the signing of the Treaty of Ghent (December 24, 1814) reached the continent of North America and the conflict that has become commonly, if inaccurately, known as the War of 1812 ended, publications about the war began to appear. Some were the memoirs of an assortment of the leading military and political leaders of the day — all anxious to have their “heroic” deeds recognized and their importance within the war cast in a positive light. Others were documentary or encyclopedic “impartial” histories, which in reality usually translated as being determined to justify their own nation’s reasons for fighting the conflict and to prove conclusively that their respective country had “won” the war. Finally, there were the works that established the foundation of many of the still-persistent myths about the War of 1812. These included American volumes claiming the war as America’s “Second War of Independence,” and that the British burned Washington, D.C., in revenge for the American invasion at York (Toronto). While in Canadian books there appeared the stories of Brock’s visit to his supposed fiancé during his ride to Queenston, the substance of his famous last words as he lay dying on the battlefield, and of “How Laura Secord (and her cow) saved Upper Canada.”


    During the succeeding two centuries, many later historians joined the catalogue of authors writing upon this subject, with varying degrees of success and accuracy in their finished works. As a living history re-enactor of this period and interested in doing research of my own, I ended up reading many of these publications and came to the realization that for the most part, they fell into one of two general categories. Either they went to the one extreme and tried to include everything that happened at every location across North America and beyond. Or they provided a microscopic analysis of a single military event or battle, but in consequence relegated the context within which the action took place, the sequence of events that preceded, and those that followed to relative insignificance. On the other hand, what were conspicuous by their scarcity were publications that fit somewhere in the middle. By which I mean works that examined the story of the duration of the war within the self-imposed geographic limit of a particular campaign front or geographic region, but still documented in reasonable detail the individual skirmishes and battles that were fought.


    As a result, in looking at the overall picture of what I prefer to call the North American War of 1812–1815, I came to a simple recognition of fact. That during the course of the war, more fighting took place in Upper Canada, and in particular upon the Niagara frontier, than in any other location or region within the whole of North America combined! And that no one in recent publishing history had tried to tell that story.


    As if to reinforce the significance of this geographic concentration of fighting, my readings included an article that documented the story of the medal produced by the Loyal and Patriotic Society of Upper Canada. Originally intended for presentation to Upper Canada veterans after the war had concluded, it was unfortunately never distributed (a story that will be documented later in the series). What is interesting is that the imagery on the front face of this medal shows the geographic outline of the “Niagara” region, with the “national” symbols of the American eagle, the British lion, and, for the Canadas, the beaver, facing each other across the dividing line of the Niagara River. While complementing these images are the words “Upper Canada Preserved.”


    I therefore decided to take up the challenge and write the story of the war as defined by the image and words on that medal. Unfortunately, this work eventually became more of a tome of unwieldy, but well-detailed, proportions. As a result, it has been divided into a more manageable and publishable series of six chronological parts. This is not to say that I have ignored events and influences that took place beyond the Niagara frontier or Upper Canada that had an impact upon this region’s campaigns and battles, for these will also be referred to, in varying degrees of detail, as the story is told.


    
      [image: 1.1 .tif]

      The “Upper Canada Preserved” medal was produced, but never officially issued, by the Loyal and Patriotic Society of Upper Canada in 1814. Originally created as a limited edition of sixty gold and 550 silver medals, most were deliberately destroyed in 1840.

      Image from Benson J. Lossing, Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812, 1868.

    


    SETTING THE SCENE


    For the modern traveller, driving from the province of Ontario’s eastern provincial border with Quebec, at the St. Lawrence River, to the international border with the United States, at the Detroit River, represents a day or so of either “zipping” along the multi-lane 401 highway or taking a more leisurely passage along the older “heritage” roads of southern Ontario. These latter routes were once the main arteries of communication and travel across country, and today consist of broad paved roads, well-signposted directions, scenic by-ways, heritage plaques, and viewing points. Not to mention a host of towns and communities where one can find food and lodgings, if needed.


    
      [image: MAP 1.tif]

      The “Northern frontier” of the War of 1812–1815.

    


    By contrast, during the early 1800s, visitors to Upper Canada saw this same region as either a virtually impenetrable wilderness, a new frontier of European civilization and settlement, or a prime location for economic exploitation of its seemingly infinite natural resources. The military and naval transport hub of Kingston on Lake Ontario was the only community of any size and importance, while the remainder consisted of little more than small towns, villages, or isolated hamlets.


    [image: ]


    In terms of development, Upper Canada’s eastern border with Lower Canada was composed of a mixture of forests, relatively well-established agricultural farmland, and riverside communities. These settlements were linked together by both the main waterborne “highway” of the St. Lawrence River and a network of variable-quality roads and trails that either followed or ran inland from the river’s northern bank. This type and level of development continued up the St. Lawrence River valley to Lake Ontario and Kingston. Beyond that there was a relatively less-developed corridor of farming and settlement, running along the north shore of Lake Ontario to the growing lakeside community of “Muddy” York (present-day Toronto) and then on to the smaller settlements of Head-of-the-Lake (Hamilton) and Ancaster, located at the far western end of Lake Ontario. However, beyond this point, anyone wishing to travel overland toward the Detroit River found themselves in another world entirely. Travellers who used the Grand and Thames River valleys to reach the Detroit frontier repeatedly talked about passing by, or worse through, a wilderness of forests, rocks, and bogs — interrupted only by a series of underdeveloped clearings and scattered pockets of crude frontier settlement. Similarly, they described the inland road network as consisting of little more than overgrown and rutted tracks, carved directly from the surrounding “bush,” that were clogged with dust in the summer, mud in the spring and autumn, and snow in the winter.


    Instead, prior to 1812, travellers looking to pass from the lower to the upper Great Lakes generally made a southerly detour that followed the line of the Niagara Peninsula, Lake Erie, and the Detroit River. Because of this diversion, the Niagara Peninsula became the primary corridor for all transportation and movement between Lake Ontario and the upper reaches of the province. In a similar manner, when the time came for the logistical planning of military operations during the War of 1812–1815, the “Niagara” became the focus of repeated campaigns to control Upper Canada and thereby determine the future of North America. Conversely, the existing physical landscape of this region and the limitations it imposed on movement of large bodies of troops and supplies also played a major role in the determination of plans, the selection of points for attack and defence, and the course of subsequent events during the war that was to occur. As it plays a major part in this story, the physical geography of this region needs to be briefly reviewed before continuing.


    
      Although painted in the postwar period, these images give a good idea of what Upper Canada looked like in the early nineteenth century.
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      The York Road, J.P. Cockburn, artist, circa 1830. Part of the main road linking Kingston to York under good travelling conditions for the period.

      Library and Archives Canada, C-012632.
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      Corduroy Road near Guelph, Upper Canada, H.B. Martin, artist, circa 1832. A “corduroy” road, constructed of baulks of cut timber, designed to create a raised pathway for wagons to drive (bone-jarringly) through regions of wet or swampy ground.

      Library and Archives Canada, C-115040.
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      Encampment of the Royal Regiment at London, Upper Canada, F.H. Ainslie, artist, circa 1842. British troops encamp as best they can amidst the oversized stumps of the ever-present trees.

      Library and Archives Canada, C-000526.

    


    THE PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY

    OF THE NIAGARA REGION


    The Niagara region is composed of a roughly rectangular strip of land some fifty miles long (80 kilometres) and thirty wide (50 kilometres), running in a generally east-to-west line between the basins of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario. It might more properly be referred to as an isthmus of land, connecting the greater landmasses to the northwest and southeast, but because the Niagara River cuts a definitive path from the eastern end of Lake Erie, down into the western end of Lake Ontario, the area is commonly referred to as a peninsula. Because the bedrock consists of intermixed layers of types of stone, ranging from the softer limestones, clays, and shale, to the harder sandstones and dolomites, the effects of erosion by weather, glaciation, and running water has produced a variety of landforms and sceneries that fall into five distinct bands.


    The Lake Ontario Plain


    Running along the length of the northern edge of the Niagara Peninsula at the shoreline of Lake Ontario, the plain varies in width from less than half a mile (.8 kilometres) to over seven miles (11 kilometres), and terminates on its southern border at the foot of the bluffs of the Niagara Escarpment. Numerous rivers and streams, fed by water running north from the high ground of the escarpment, wend their way into Lake Ontario, dividing the land into a series of well-watered parallel sections. In addition, this zone has particularly fertile soils and a moderated climate (derived from the proximity of the lake and sheltering influence of the escarpment), which historically was particularly well suited for settlement and ease of movement along its length. As a result, historically, this plain became the principal land route that connected the Niagara River with the Head-of-the Lake, the Detroit frontier, and the Lower province. It therefore also became the route along which all armies, from both sides, marched, as the various campaigns developed during the War of 1812–1815.


    The Niagara Escarpment


    Standing like a wall to the south of the plain rears the Niagara Escarpment. Averaging 240 feet in height, its dominating contours vary from vertical rock faces to steep-sided hills, and even today it presents the single largest obstacle to movement around the region. Breaks in this wall do occur as the numerous watercourses wend their way north and cascade off the lip of the escarpment, cutting openings that range from narrow clefts to wide valleys and culminating in the spectacular feature of the Niagara Falls and Gorge. At the time of the war, however, the escarpment created a definitive barrier that effectively channelled all military movement into routes that ran either above or below its length.
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    The Central Niagara Plain


    Divided along an east-west axis by the Chippawa, known today as the Welland River, the Central Niagara Plain is composed primarily of extensive areas of bare rock, impervious clay, silt, and post-glacial gravels that encourage the retention of groundwater. As a result, even today it remains unsuitable for extensive agricultural development, as the numerous creeks and rivers that cross this region meander widely across the landscape, and undrained, open fields are often partially submerged following a heavy rain. In 1812, this region was considered to be impassable for military formations as, apart from isolated farmsteads, it was primarily composed of huge swamps, peat bogs, and winding waterways, only penetrated by the most primitive and narrow of trackways.


    The Lake Erie Shoreline


    Extending some five miles (8 kilometres) inland from the north shore of Lake Erie, the predominantly flat sand-and-clay belt of this area presents an exposed flank to the main weather systems moving up the Great Lakes basin, creating a poorer agricultural foundation that in the early nineteenth century left it lagging behind in terms of development and settlement, compared to the more fertile areas bordering Lake Ontario and the Niagara River. While it had a small road network connecting the lakeside communities in an east-west direction, the relatively easier option of sailing along the lake left these routes in an undeveloped condition, while the great wilderness of swamps and bogs to the north effectively cut it off from direct communications on a north-south axis, making it relatively impassable to troop formations.


    The Niagara River


    By far the most dramatic geographical feature of the region is the thirty-six-mile-long (58 kilometres) Niagara River. It leaves Lake Erie at its eastern end and cuts northward across the central Niagara Plain for about eighteen miles (29 kilometres), dropping around eight feet (2.4 metres) in the process, and therefore can be easily crossed by small boats, or in 1812 by an invading army. Reaching the Chippawa River, the Niagara River then becomes an unnavigable series of rapids as it drops some fifty-five feet (16.7 metres) over a distance of two miles (3.2 kilometres) before cascading over the world famous “Falls” with a drop of around 170 feet (51.8 metres).


    The turbulent torrent of water now enters the seven-mile-long (11 kilometre) Niagara Gorge, with almost vertical sides that reach heights of over 200 feet (61 metres) and maintain a width of about 800 yards (731 metres), making it historically a virtually impenetrable obstacle to any prospective troop movement across the river.


    
      [image: 1.7 .tif]

      Locations along the Niagara River.

    


    Dropping a further 116 feet (35.35 metres) within the confines of the gorge, the river eventually emerges from the escarpment at Queenston/Lewiston, becoming navigable once more as it gently flows nine miles (14 kilometres) across the Lake Ontario plain, for a mere eight inches (20 centimetres) of descent before finally entering Lake Ontario.


    For the modern visitor, however, the spectacle of the falls is a mere shadow of its earlier natural glory, as the modern demand for vast volumes of water (to create hydro-electric power, water for the various industries, urban settlements, ship canals, and storage reservoirs) have combined to siphon off as much as 75 percent of the natural water flow that once teemed over the falls.


    
      [image: 1.8.tif]

      View of the Falls of Niagara (1801), lithograph by A.M. Hoffy, J. Vanderlyn (artist), circa 1840. The Great Falls of Niagara as seen from below Table Rock.

      Toronto Reference Library, T-14467.
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      View from the Head of the Whirlpool Falls of Niagara, C.B.B. Estcourt, artist, circa 1838. A period and modern view, looking north (downriver) along the Niagara Gorge, around the whirlpool, towards Queenston.

      Library and Archives Canada, C- 093968.
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      View from Queenston Heights, F. Hall, artist, 1816. The strategic military importance of the commanding “Heights” on the escarpment is evident in these views. Queenston lies to the bottom left. Beyond lies Newark and Fort Niagara at the mouth of the river (upper centre), and the north side of Lake Ontario (skyline).

      Library and Archives Canada, C-003240.

    


    LIFE IN UPPER CANADA IN 1812


    To understand just how different life in Upper Canada was in 1812 compared to today, one need only look to a publication called A Statistical Account of Upper Canada produced by Robert Gourlay in 1817. Using a series of detailed surveys and questionnaires sent out to the various townships in the pre-war period, Gourlay produced the following under a variety of headings:


    
      It is bounded north easterly by Lower Canada, from the St. Lawrence to the Hudson’s Bay: northerly by that territory: south easterly by the United States. Its western limits are unknown … In 1784, the whole country was one continued forest. Some plains on the borders of Lake Erie, at the head of Lake Ontario, and at a few other places, were thinly wooded: but, in general, the land in its natural state was heavily loaded with trees; and after the clearings of more than 30 years, many wide spread forests still defy the settler’s axe….[1]

    


    Agriculture


    
      Wheat is the staple of the province … [while] other grains, such as rye, maize (here called corn), pease, barley, oats, buck-wheat, etc. are successfully cultivated. The townships round the bay of Quinte, produce large harvests of pease, and generally furnish supplies of that article of provisions for the troops of the various garrisons…. The principal fruit of Upper Canada is the apple. The various species of this most useful of fruits grow in all the districts; but most plentifully around Niagara and thence westward to the Detroit where they have been cultivated with emulation and success. No country in the world exceeds these parts of the province in this particular…. Peaches flourish at Niagara … cherries, plums, pears, and currants succeed … [while] … Elder, wild cherries, plums, thorns, gooseberries, blackberries, raspberries, grapes, and many other bushes, shrubs, and vines abound…. Strawberries grow freely in the meadow, and are cultivated with success in gardens. The gardens produce, in abundance, melons, cucumbers, squashes, and all the esculent vegetables that are planted in them. The potatoe … finds a congenial and productive soil in many parts….[2]

    


    Trade


    
      There were, in 1810, 132 licensed retailers. At the same time there were no less than 76 licensed pedlars … Much of the trade of the country is a species of indirect barter. The merchant trusts his customers with goods, and at the proper season, receives their produce in payment, and forward it by way of remittance to the importer…. The value of copper coins is not regulated by statute … and no person is obliged by law to receive, at one payment, more than a shilling in copper money…. Most of the circulating specie is gold. Its plenty or scarcity is affected by the fluctuations of crops and markets, and the varying state of commercial intercourse with the United States. Army bills, as a medium of circulation, grew out of the war. They were substituted for specie, of which there was such a scarcity, that many private individuals issued their own notes, which passed for some time instead of cash…. There is no bank in the province….[3]

    


    This situation is not really surprising when Gourlay reported that the hard currency of the province included the use of more than a dozen different coinages, derived from no less than eight different foreign mints, and each having its own rate of exchange.


    One of the region’s principal exports was furs, derived from the Native hunting or trapping of: beaver, bear, fox, otter, martin, mink, lynx, wolverine, wolf, elk, deer, and buffalo, to name but a few. In exchange for these furs:


    
      … the Indians receive coarse woolen cloths, milled blankets, arms and ammunition, tobacco, Manchester goods, linens, and coarse sheetings, thread, lines and twine, common hardware, cutlery, and ironmongery, kettles of brass and copper, sheet iron, silk and pocket handkerchiefs, hats, shoes and hose, calico and printed cottons &c.


      These goods being ordered in the fall, are shipped from London in the spring, arrive in Canada in the summer, are made up and packed in the winter, forwarded from Montreal in May following, reach the Indian markets the next winter, where they are exchanged for skins, which are received the next fall at Montreal, whence they are shipped chiefly to London, where they are not sold or paid for until the ensuing spring. Thus is the course of this trade, requiring capital, connexions, system, and perseverance….[4]

    


    In addition to furs, the bountiful forests provided a wealth of timber resources including:


    
      Beech, Maple, Birch, Elm, Bass, Ash, Oak, Pine, Hickory, Butternut, Balsam, Hazel, Hemlock, Cherry, Cedar, Red Cedar, Cypress, Fir, Poplar, Sycamore, Whitewood, Willow, Spruce, Chestnut, Black Walnut, and Sassafras … for a number of years past, large quantities of oak and pine timber have been annually cut on the banks of the St. Lawrence and lake Ontario, and its bays and creeks, and floated down on rafts to the Montreal and Quebec markets, for foreign exportation….[5]

    


    Climate


    
      March is the most unpleasant month in Upper Canada. The plough cannot yet move: sleighing is over: wheels sink in the mud; and the eye is out of humour with a piebald world…. During the beginning of May the leaves suddenly burst from confinement, and clothe the forests in their liveliest attire. Nature now strives amain and before June the grass may almost be seen to grow … the autumn is equal, if not superior to that of England; and the months of November and December are certainly so…. It is the belief of the inhabitants here that their winters are less rigorous and snowy than they were when the province was first settled. A snow which fell in February, 1811, about two feet and three inches deep, was every where spoken of as remarkable for its depth….[6]

    


    Social Life


    
      Diversions are similar to those of the interior of New England. Dancing is a favourite amusement of the youth. Athletic sports are common. Family tea parties are the most frequent scenes of sociability. The country is too young for regular theatric entertainments, and those delicacies and refinements of luxury, which are the usual attainments of wealth. Dissipation, with her fascinating train of expenses and vices, has made but little progress on the shores of the lakes…. In winter great use is made of sleighs; and sleighing parties are fashionable; but taverns and provisions for travellers are, in many parts of the country, quite indifferent. The improvement of travelling accommodations has been retarded by the preference given to passages by water, during the summer months … fishing is a common amusement, easily connected with occasional supplies of provision…. Fashions of dress and modes of living are common to the inhabitants of the lower province and their neighbours in the States…. The habit of smoking is very common among all classes of people throughout the province….[7]
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AMERICAN TROOPS SURRENDERED AT
DETROIT, AUGUST 16, 1812%

(N.B. Not including subsequent surrenders of
detached U.S. forces)

Regulars

Cavalry (2 Troops)
Artilery (1 Company)
Infantry: Fourth Regiment

Miltias

First United States Volunteers Regiment
(Detachment)

“Third United States Volunteers Regiment
(Detachment)

“Third Ohio State Miltia Regiment

First Michigan Territory Milltia Regiment

Estimated total: 2,500 Al Ranks
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ESTIMATE OF CASUALTIES, BATTLE OF
QUEENSTON HEIGHTS, OCTOBER 13, 1812

British Regulars

Killed: 1 General Officer, 1 Sergeant, 9 Rank and File
‘Wounded: 2 Officers, 4 Sergeants, 38 Rank and File
Prisoner: 6 Rank and File

Canadian Militias

Killed: 1 Staff Officer, 2 Rank and File
Wounded: 2 Sergeants, 28 Rank and File
Prisoner: 5 Rank and File

Native Allies

Atleast 6 killed, 85 wounded, and 21 missing/
prisoner

American

Reguiar Offcers: estimated 4 kiled, 3 wounded, 4
‘wounded prisoners, 15 prisoners

‘State Miltia Officers: estimated 2 kiled, 5.
‘wounded, 49 prisoners.

Gumuiative total, Killed, Wounded, Missing:
Reguiars and Miltias: All Ranks estimated
100-500 (exact figures are unknown, wile dif-
fering accounts come up with variable totals
due 10 the broken nature of units involved,
desertions, and losses in the Niagara River)

Gumulative total, known Prisoners: estimated
Reguiars: 19 Officers, 417 Other Ranks

estimated Miltia: 54 Officers, 435 other Ranks
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The British retake the bridge at Frenchman's Creek
and link up with the relief column from Chippawa
before advancing to capture Captain King's
stranded troops and retaking the riverside batteries.

5:00am.-630am

1. Ormsby's force (1) crives off the few Americans at
the Frenchman's Creek bridge (1a), who retreat to their
landing point (1b) only to find they have been aban-
doned by Boerstler, who is already retreating across
the river (1c).

2. Bisshopp's relief column from Chippawa arives at
dawn (2), captures the abandoned Americans, and
unites with Ormsby (2a).

3. The combined British/Canadian force advance on
the riverside batteries to recapture them (3) and come
across King's unit at the farmhouse (3a). Surrounded,
King Surrenders, while his relief boats, seeing the
British at the farmhouse, abandon their return trip (3b).
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The Native harassing attacks and Winfield Scott’s
counterattacks.

Noon - 1:00 p.m

1. U.S. troops in Queenston (1) and on the lower slope
of the escarpment (1a) attempt to maintain a weak-
ening perimeter to control the vilage, as increasing
numbers of men attempt 1o return to the American side
ofthe iver or hide along the riverbank (1b, 10). Other
units (1d) move up the escarpment from the redan bat-
tery (C) and join the main body of U.S. troops (1e, 19
contrallng the Portage Road and the high ground.

2. Reaching the top of the escarpment, Norton's war-
tiors (2) move up under cover of the treeline, cross the
Portage Road (2) and commence a harassing attack
(2b) on the American left fiank (2c).

3. Lieutenant Colonel Winfield Scott, witnessing the
British Native allies attacking the lef fiank, leads a
body of formed troops in a bayonet charge (@) against
the Natives, criving them off (3a). However,the
Natives Smply move to thei eft and regroup before
attacking once again (3b). Winfield Scoft is then
forced to repeatedly move {0 this right and make a
number of bayonet charges, whi the Natives Smply
keep moving to their left and reengage at il @c, 30,
32). Reaching the British hospital and barracks on
the heights (D) both sides Gisengage, with part of the.
Native force remaining at the treeline (3f) above the
escarpment, whie others move down the slope (3g)
10 outfank the American positions above the vilage.
Winfield SCott withdraws his forces to secure the
American right flank (3h).





OEBPS/Images/4.9_fmt.jpeg
UPPER
CANADA

f

Prescott
10 Miles
(16 km)

i

UNITED STATES






OEBPS/Images/6.5 _fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/6.12 _fmt.jpeg





OEBPS/Images/ch6_3.png
emmoo®

1. 1.8 forces (1) ambark o L ewiston (G) and meka

‘uesnsion Goverment Dok o 2373 12 8 dove 1 Goverrrk
ey ety

Govermen ospta a0 Barac 2 Puang bck e s coposon 2,0
Vraran Por By e movs i 1 0 e 2 e
o r G Foowng s o oo
oo Dock 1. 1812 vasonartaaton e ks e ks Pk 0.
P 2 Lok 1o aatark o et U' g
5012 s, s v o e o o e i e

“Fibermas Fae G They i e 80 and
assiuit the redan battery (C) from the rear (30),





OEBPS/Images/ch5.png
The Battle of Matilda (September 16, 1812).

1.USS: forces (1) sal o Toussaint Island and land
tr00ps, who imprison the Toussaint family and then
establish an ambush position along the shoreline. Two
‘gunboats (12) move upriver (1), while the Durham
boat moves downriver (1c) to take up theirrespective:
‘ambush positions.

2. The British convoy flotila (2) sais up the river,
maintaining their proxirmity to the Ganadian shoreline.
Approaching Toussaint Isiand, the American Durham
boat s spotted and the convoy halts. Mr. Toussaint
‘escapes the American custody and paddies to wam
the convoy (2a). The convoy changes course and
heads toward Presquiile Island, where they ground
offshore in the shallow water (2b). The passengers and
crews evacuate the boats and take cover on the isiand.

3. The American Durham boat pursues the Britsh fiotila
‘and opens fire on the evacuees (3) as the American
and forces fire from Toussaint Island.

4. The American gunboats move out from hiding (4),
intending to land troops on Presau'ie Isiand, but are
driven off by fire from the defenders and return to
Toussaint Island (4a), losing in the process one boat
that drifs away downstream.

5. Local Canacian miltas, alerted o the ambush and
engagement arive (5) and engage the Americans. The
Americans break of the attack (52) and et to their
remaining boats, o be evacuated back to the U.S. side
of the river (5b) (5c).
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THE BATTLE OF QUEENSTON HEIGHTS,
OCTOBER 13, 1812

Hanilton Dock and Landing
Queenston Government Dock

Redan Battery

Government Hospital and Barracks
rooman's Point Battery

Fort Gray Battery

Lewiston Dock (U S. 1812 invasion
embarkation point)

U.S. 1812 invasion inital landing point
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TROOPS INVOLVED AT THE OUTSET OF THE
BATTLE OF MATILDA, SEPTEMBER 16, 1812*

American

1 Gunboat (Adjutant Daniel Church), 18 crew
2 Durham boats (Captain Griffn), 70 crew
Volunteer milta (Major Nash)

estimated 200-250 All Ranks

British (Major Heathcote)

33 bateaux and longboats

Royal Newfoundiand Regiment (crews)
49th Regiment

10th Royal Veterans Battalion

Dundas Miltia

estimated total 138 All Ranks.
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CAPTURE OF THE DETROIT AND CALEDONIA®

American Force

Boat 1
‘Second Artilery Regiment (Lieutenant Isaac Roach)
U.S Navy (Lieutenant Jesse Eliot)

Fith Regiment (Ensign Prestman)

Total: 50 All Ranks

Boat 2:
‘Second Artilery Regiment (Gaptain Nathan Towson)
U.S Navy (aling Master George Watts)

Bufielo Miltia (Captain Cyrenius Chapin)

Total: 50 All Ranks

American Casualties
Killed: 4 Other Ranks
Wounded: 2 Officers, 6 Other Ranks

British Casualties

Killed and Wounded: Unknown
Prisoner: 3 Officers, 55 crewmen

(N.B. According to one American account, twenty-
seven American prisoners aboard the boats were
also freed in the raid)
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BRITISH/CANADIAN FORCES,
NIAGARA FRONTIER, JULY 2, 1812*

Fort Erie, 1st (Right) Division under
(Captain Derenzy)

415t Regiment, 200 Rank and File
3rd Lincoln Miltia, 200 Rank and File
2x3-pounder artllery pieces

Chippawa, 2nd Division, (Captain Bullock)
415t Regiment, 100 Rank and File

2nd Lincoln Miltia, 200 Rank and File
2x6-pounder artllery pieces

Queenston Heights, 3rd Division
(Captain Chambers)

41st Regiment, 100 Rank and File

5th /6th Lincoln Milfia, 200 Rank and File
2x3-pounder artllery pieces

Fort George, 4th (Left) Division, (Major Evans)

415t Regiment, 200 Rank and File
454t Lincoln Miltia, 300 Rank and File
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ESTIMATE OF CASUALTIES,
FORT ERIE - FRENCHMAN'S CREEK ACTION,
NOVEMBER 28, 1812°"

British Regulars

Killeg: 13 Rank and File

Wounded: 2 Officers, 3 Sergeants, 24
Rank and File

Missing/Prisoners: 3 Drummers, 21 Rank and File

Canadian Militias

Killeg: 1 Sergeant, 1 Rank and File

Wounded: 2 Officers, 1 Sergeant, 27
Rank and File

Missing/Prisoners: 6 Rank and File

American Regulars

Killeg: Due to losses while crossing

the river no accurate account
is recorded, estmate of

30-100

Missing/Prisoners: 3 Officers, 3 Sergeants, 49
Rank and File

American Navy

Killeg: 5 All Ranks recorded, with an
estimate of up to 15

Wounded: 20 Al Ranks recorded, with

an estimate of up to 30
Missing/Prisoners: 3 Sailors.
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THE “NORTHERN FRONTIER” OF THE

WAR OF 1812-1815
23, [Fort Niagaral

1. St Joseph Island 24 Stoney Creek
[Fort St Joseph] 25 Ancaster

2. Michilmackinac 26 Burlington Heights
Island (Mackinac) 27. York (Toronto) [Fort
[Fort Mackinac/Fort York
Michiimackinac] 28, Sodus (NY)

3. Dewoit [Fort Detroi] 29, Oswego [Fort

4. Sandwich (Windsor) Oswega]

5. Monguagon/Maguaga 30, Sackets Harbor

6. Amherstourg (Malden)  [Fort Tompkins, Fort
[Fort Amherstburg] Volunteer]

7. Brownstown 31, Kingston [Fort

8. Frenchtown Frederick, Fort Henny]

9. Pemysburg [Fort 32 French Creek
Meigs| 3. Elizabethtown/

10. [Fort Stephenson] Brockvile

11, Putn-Bay 34 Morrisburg

12 Moravianstown (Morrisville) (NY)

13. Longwoods 35. Prescott [Fort

14. Port Dover Wellingtor]

15. Erie PA) 36.Ogdensburg

16. Fort Erie [Fort Erie] 37 Chirysler's Farm

17. Buflalo/Black Rock 3. Hamitton

18. Chippawa (Waddington) (NY)

19. [Fort Schiosser] 39, French Mills

20.Queenston 40. Coteau-du-Lac

21, Lewiston 41, Cedars

22 Newark (Niagara- 42 Montreal
on-the-Lake) 43 Chateauguay
[Fort George, Fort 44, Isle aux Noix

Mississauga] 45. Platisburg
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The American invasion collapses as the British/
Canadian/Native alliance press forward.

230p.m.-330pm

1. The British/Canadian/Native line (1, 12) advances
upon the American line (1b, 1c) and the two formations
engage in a close-range frefight for several volleys.

2. Under pressure from British Nativ allies and
Canadian milia unts (2, 2a), the American fianks start
10 waver and begin to retre (20, 20). U.S. General
Wadsworth orders a fignting withdrawal to the boats.
However, once the American retreat begins t rapidly
degenerates into a rout 20)

3. Below the escarpment, British regular and Canadian
miltia Getachments press forward (3, 3a) as the.
American perimeter n the vilage collapses (3b).

4. The Americans are pressed into an ever-decreasing
pocket (4) around the government dock (B), where
roups of individuals attempt to escape in whatever
boats remain afioat (4a), ry to Swim across the river
{4b), or hde in the underbrush bordering the river to
evade capture (4c). The battle ends with the surender
of the American beachhead.
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ORDNANCE, WEAPONS, AND SUPPLIES
CAPTURED AT DETROIT, AUGUST 16, 1812

Guns
ron: 9 x 24-pounders plus 5 Garrison cariages
and 2 Field cariages
8 x 12-pounders plus 5 Garrison cariages
5 9-pounders plus 4 Garrison carriages
3 6-pounders plus 3 Garrison carriages and
3 Field carriages
Brass: 3 x 6-pounders
2 x 4-pounders plus 2 Field cariages
1 x 3-pounder plus 2 Field carriages
1x 8" Howitzer, plus 1 Field camiage
1x5° Howitzer,plus 1 Field camiage
1 Field cariage for a 2 %” Howitzer
Atilery Shot: (cumulative totals for allof the
above calibres)
10,908 Solid Round Shot
226 Grape Shot rounds
265 Case (Cannister) Shot rounds
4,391 Explosive Shells
2,500 Muskets
2,500 Bayonets
2,500 Gartouche Boxes with belts
500 Rifes
39,000 Fiints
80,000 Prepared Musket Cartridges
10 Hundredweight (55 tonne) of oose musket balls
1Ton (1.1 tonnes) of loose Buckshot
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BRITISH FORGES LISTED AS ELICIBLE TO
GLAIM PRIZE MONEY RESULTING FROM
THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THE SURRENDER AT
DETROIT, AUGUST 16, 1812*

General and Staff: 15 Officers, 3 Other Ranks

Royal Artilery: 1 Officer, 20 Other Ranks

415t Regiment: 13 Officers, 289 Other Ranks

Royal Newfoundland Fencible Regiment: 4
Officers, 49 Other Ranks

1s/3rd York Milta: 6 Officers, 105 Other Ranks

2nd York/5th Lincoln Milftia: 3 Officers, 62 Other
Ranks

2nd Norfolk/1st Middlesex Miltia Regiments: 7
Officers, 62 Other Ranks

Oxford Mitia: 13 Other Ranks

st Essex Miltia: 22 Officers, 200 Other Ranks

2nd Essex Milftia: 23 Officers, 144 Other Ranks

st Kent Miltia: 9 Officers, 54 Other Ranks

Indian Department: 1 Officer, 5 Other Ranks

Unassigned: 3 Officers, 1 Other Ranks

Total: 117 Officers, 1243 Other Ranks
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AMERICAN FORCES, NIAGARA FRONTIER,
OCTOBER 12, 1812

Lewiston

Regular: Lieutenant Colonel Fenwick, 550 All Ranks
Lieutenant Colonel Chirystie, 350 All Ranks

Miltia: Brigadier General Miller, 558 All Ranks
Brigadier General Wadsworth, 1,682 All Ranks.

Black Rock and Buffalo

Regular: Brigadiier General Smyth, 1,650 All Ranks
Miltia: Lieutenant Colonel Swift and Lieutenant
Colonel Hopkins, 335 Al Ranks
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RECIMENTS STATIONED IN BRITISH NORTH
AMERICA, JULY 18127

British Regular Infantry
8ih (King's) Regiment

41t Regiment

49th Regiment

90t Regiment

100th Regiment

103rd Regiment

104th Regiment (formerly the New Brunswick
Fencible Regiment)

10th Royal Veterans Battalion

“Canadian” Fencible Infantry

Royal Newfoundland Fencible Regiment
‘Ganadian Fencible Regiment

Nova Scotia Fencible Regiment

Glengarry Light Infantry Fencible Regiment

British Artillery
Royal Artilery Regiment (detachments from the
2nd, 4th, 5th, 7th Battalions)
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AMERICAN UNITS, BATTLE OF QUEENSTON
HEIGHTS, OCTOBER 13, 1812

Regular Army

Thirteenth Regiment (Lieutenant Colonel Chrystie)

Sixth Regiment (Captain McChesney)

Twenty-third Regiment (Major Mullany)

Artillery (Lieutenant Colonel J. Fenwick)

First Artilery Regiment (Lieutenant Gansevoor)

‘Second Arilery Regiment (Lisutenant Golonel
Winfield Scott)

“Third Artilery Regiment (Lieutenant Bayly)

Light Artilery Regiment (Captain Gibson)

New York State Miitia

‘Sixteenth Regiment (Lieutenant Colonel Stranahan)
‘Seventeenth Regiment (Lieutenant Colonel Mead)
Eighteenth Regiment (Major Morrison)

Nineteenth Regiment (Lieutenant Colonel Bioom)
Twentieth Regiment (Lieutenant Colonel Allen)

Independent Companies and Detached Sections

Hopkin's Regiment
Moseley's Battalion of Milfia Rifle Companies
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General Sheaffe’s column arfives on the battlefield,
redeploys, and countermarches in front of the enemy.

1230pm-230pm
1. General Sheafe’s column reaches the top of the
escarpment and advances (1) to the Portage Road

and moves south (12), heading toward the American
positions. It then haits for aimast an hour (1b), while
under long-range artilery harassment from Fort Gray, to
await the amival of einforcement units from Chippawa.

2. General Sheaffe decides that the main part of the
column s in “Clubbed” (reverse) sequence to his
planned order of attack (.¢. it is left flank (L) in
front) (2. He therefore orders it reordering to place the
vight iank (R) i front (2a).

3. Upon advancing, the broken ground and woods
prevent a proper eployment of the column to the left
into a (L-RY i (3). It s therefore forced to deploy in
reverse order to the right (3a) causing the line to Ciub
(R-L) whenit s formed (3b)

4. Forced to reorganize once more, Sheafe reforms.
his column (R-L) (4) and marches i to the lef (42)

and then countermarches to the right (L-R) (4b). The
‘column then forms ine to the front n the correct (L-R)
‘sequence (4c). At the same time, the left wing of the
British line extends t0 the escarpment (4d)

5. Surprisingly,the American i on the escarpment
(5, 5a, 5b, 5c) makes no move to attack the British
whie they are reorganizing and vilnerable. Increasing
numbers of Americans begin to abandon their positions
and seekto return to the iverbank n order to find
passage to the American side ofthe rver (53, 52, 5.

6. Reinforcements from Chippawa (6) arrive as the
British line is finalzing its deployments. The Chippawa
force extend the British line to the right (6a, 60) as the
entir British line advances and begins to fire on the
Americans.

7. 0On the escarpment slope, the British Native allies (7)
and Ganacian miltas (72) aiso begin their main attack
on the weakening American positons directly below
the escarpment.
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THE “NORTHERN FRONTIER” OF THE

WAR OF 1812-1815
23, [Fort Niagaral

1. St Joseph Island 24 Stoney Creek
[Fort St Joseph] 25 Ancaster

2. Michilmackinac 26 Burlington Heights
Island (Mackinac) 27. York (Toronto) [Fort
[Fort Mackinac/Fort York
Michiimackinac] 28, Sodus (NY)

3. Dewoit [Fort Detroi] 29, Oswego [Fort

4. Sandwich (Windsor) Oswega]

5. Monguagon/Maguaga 30, Sackets Harbor

6. Amherstourg (Malden)  [Fort Tompkins, Fort
[Fort Amherstburg] Volunteer]

7. Brownstown 31, Kingston [Fort

8. Frenchtown Frederick, Fort Henny]

9. Pemysburg [Fort 32 French Creek
Meigs| 3. Elizabethtown/

10. [Fort Stephenson] Brockvile

11, Putn-Bay 34 Morrisburg

12 Moravianstown (Morrisville) (NY)

13. Longwoods 35. Prescott [Fort

14. Port Dover Wellingtor]

15. Erie PA) 36.Ogdensburg

16. Fort Erie [Fort Erie] 37 Chirysler's Farm

17. Buflalo/Black Rock 3. Hamitton

18. Chippawa (Waddington) (NY)

19. [Fort Schiosser] 39, French Mills

20.Queenston 40. Coteau-du-Lac

21, Lewiston 41, Cedars

22 Newark (Niagara- 42 Montreal
on-the-Lake) 43 Chateauguay
[Fort George, Fort 44, Isle aux Noix

Mississauga] 45. Platisburg
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Aplan of Fort Erie as it appeared in late 1812.

A Northeast two-storey stone “Mess” House

B Southeast two-storey “Mess” House

C Southwest bastion, only consisting of a stone foundation to ground level
D Northwest bastion foundation trace, no construction work

E Western wooden blockhouse in the western wooden picket wall

F East artllery piatform
G,H,| Givilian and Miitary warehouses
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