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The pioneer sergeant of 3 RAR, Sergeant A.B. Studeman, erects the newly designed brass regimental crest over the main gate of the Hiro camp in Japan on 9 February 1950. Additional crests, half a metre in diameter, were made by 3 RAR and presented to the two other battalions of the regiment (AWM photo no. RC05342).
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Dedicated to the memory of the 654 members of 
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	COMAFV 
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	Command Post
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	CSM 
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	DAQMG 
	Deputy Adjutant and Quartermaster General

	DCM 
	Distinguished Conduct Medal

	DF 
	Defensive Fire

	DFSOS 
	Defensive Fire, Save Our Souls
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	Direct Fire Support Weapons

	DMZ 
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	DP1 
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	DS 
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	Distinguished Service Order
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	Far East Land Forces

	FCU 
	Force Communications Unit

	FO 
	Forward Observer

	FOO 
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	Fire Support Base

	FSPB 
	Fire Support Patrol Base

	GOC 
	General Officer Commanding

	GPMG 
	General Purpose Machine-Gun

	GRes 
	General Reserve

	GSO1 
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	GSO2 
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	HMG 
	Heavy Machine-Gun

	HNA 
	Hardened and Networked Army

	HRS 
	Humanitarian Relief Sector

	HQ 
	Headquarters


	IED 
	Improvised Explosive Device

	INTERFET 
	International Force in East Timor

	ISF 
	Iraqi Security Forces

	JG 
	Jungle Greens

	JNCO 
	Junior Non-Commissioned Officer

	JTC 
	Jungle Training Centre

	KD 
	Khaki Drill clothing

	KIA 
	Killed in action

	KOSB 
	King�s Own Scottish Borderers

	KPA 
	Korean People�s Army

	LCH 
	Landing Craft Heavy

	LMG 
	Light Machine-Gun

	LSG 
	Logistic Support Group

	LST 
	Landing Ship Tank

	LZ 
	Landing Zone

	MA 
	Military Assistant

	MACV 
	Military Assistance Command Vietnam

	MBE 
	Member of the Order of the Bath

	MC 
	Military Cross

	MCP 
	Malayan Communist Party

	MFC 
	Mobile Fire Controller

	MG 
	Machine-Gun

	MM 
	Military Medal

	MMG 
	Medium Machine-Gun

	MOLE 
	Military Operations in the Littoral Environment

	MOUT 
	Military Operations in Urban Terrain

	MP 
	Military Police

	MRLA 
	Malayan Races Liberation Army

	MUAV 
	Miniature Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

	NAAFI 
	Navy Army Air Force Institute

	NCO 
	Non-Commissioned Officer

	NGO 
	Non-Governmental Organisation

	NLF 
	National Liberation Front

	NVA 
	North Vietnamese Army

	NZ 
	New Zealand

	NZR 
	New Zealand Regiment

	OBG(W) 
	Overwatch Battle Group (West)

	OC 
	Officer Commanding (a company)

	ODF 
	Operational Deployment Force

	OPO 
	Observation Post Officer
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	Personal Assistant


	PF 
	Popular Force

	PIR 
	Pacific Islands Regiment

	PJI 
	Parachute Jump Instructor

	PMF 
	Permanent Military Forces

	PW 
	Prisoner of War

	QM 
	Quartermaster

	RAA 
	Royal Australian Artillery

	RAAC 
	Royal Australian Armoured Corps

	RAAF 
	Royal Australian Air Force

	RAASC 
	Royal Australian Army Service Corps

	RAE 
	Royal Australian Engineers

	RAEME 
	Royal Australian Army Electrical and Mechanical Engineers

	RAMSI 
	Regional Assistance Mission Solomon Islands

	RAN 
	Royal Australian Navy

	RAR 
	Royal Australian Regiment

	RASR 
	Regular Army Special Reserve

	RCT 
	Regimental Combat Team

	RDF 
	Ready Deployment Force

	RF 
	Regional Force

	RFMF 
	Royal Fijian Military Forces

	RMC 
	Royal Military College

	RNZIR 
	Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment

	ROE 
	Rules of engagement

	ROK 
	Republic of Korea

	RPG 
	Ruchnoy Protivotankovy Granatomyot (anti-tank grenade launcher)
	RQMS 
	Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant

	RQR 
	Royal Queensland Regiment

	RRes 
	Ready Reserve

	RSM 
	Regimental Sergeant Major

	RTA 
	Restructuring the Army (Trial)

	SASR 
	Special Air Service Regiment

	SCAP 
	Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers

	SEATO 
	South-East Asia Treaty Organisation

	SECDET 
	Security Detachment (Baghdad, Iraq)

	SLD 
	Static Line Despatcher

	SLR 
	Self-Loading Rifle

	SMLE 
	Short Magazine-Lee Enfield

	SNCO 
	Senior Non-Commissioned Officer

	SO2 
	Staff Officer Grade Two

	SOP 
	Standard Operating Procedure(s)

	SOTG 
	Special Operations Task Group


	STA 
	Surveillance and Target Acquisition

	TAOR 
	Tactical Area of Responsibility

	TCL 
	Tactical Coordination Line

	TE 
	Tropical Establishment

	TLC 
	Tracked Load Carrier

	TNI 
	Tentara Nasional Indonesia (Indonesian military)
	TW 
	Tropical Warfare

	UAV 
	Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

	UN 
	United Nations

	UNTAET 
	United Nations Transitional Authority in East Timor

	UNAMET 
	United Nations Assistance Mission in East Timor

	UNAMIR 
	United Nations Assistance Mission in Rwanda

	UNC 
	United Nations Command

	UNMISET 
	United Nations Mission in Support of East Timor

	UNMO 
	United Nations Military Observer

	UNTAC 
	United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia

	US 
	United States

	WESTBATT 
	Western (Sector) Battalion

	WHAM 
	Winning Hearts and Minds

	WIA 
	Wounded in action

	WO1 
	Warrant Officer Class One

	WO2 
	Warrant Officer Class Two

	VBIED 
	Vehicle-Borne Improvised Explosive Device

	VC 
	Viet Cong

	VCGS 
	Vice Chief of the General Staff

	VD 
	Venereal Disease
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COLONEL JOHN HEALY was born in September 1935 and graduated from RMC, Duntroon in 1956. He served with 3 RAR in the Malayan Emergency, and in Vietnam with the AATTV and in 1 RAR. He was the commanding officer of 6 RAR from December 1972 to March 1974. He was later Deputy Commandant of the Land Warfare Centre, was Director of Infantry and Regimental Colonel of the RAR from 1978 to 1981, served with the Multinational Force and Observers in the Sinai in 1982 and 1983, and was commandant of the 1st Recruit Training Battalion from 1983 to 1985. He retired on 18 August 1987, the anniversary of the Battle of Long Tan. He then worked as a consultant to the Archives Section of the Department of Defence and led RSL tour groups to battlefields at Gallipoli, and in France, Egypt and Israel. He is the author of chapter 8 of this history.

COLONEL DAVID HORNER is professor of Australian Defence History in the Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, Australian National University. A graduate of RMC, Duntroon, he served as a platoon commander in 3 RAR in Vietnam in 1971, had a variety of regimental and staff appointments, including both adjutant and company commander in 1 RAR, and was on the directing staff of the Joint Services Staff College before he retired from the Regular Army as a lieutenant colonel in 1990. He has degrees from the University of New South Wales and the Australian National University and is a graduate of the Australian Army’s Command and Staff College. He is the author or editor of 25 books on Australian military history, strategy and defence, including Crisis of Command (1978), High Command (1982), SAS: Phantoms of the Jungle (1989), Inside the War Cabinet (1996), Blamey: The Commander-in-Chief (1998), Defence Supremo (2000), Making the Australian Defence Force (2001) and Strategic Command, General Sir John Wilton and Australia’s Asian Wars (2005). He is the editor of the Australian Army’s military history series and has been the historical consultant for various television programs. As an Army Reserve colonel, from 1998 to 2002 he was the first Head of the Australian Army’s Land Warfare Studies Centre. In 2004 he was appointed the Official Historian of Australian Peacekeeping and Post-Cold War Operations. He is the author of chapters 7 and 13 and edited this book.

LIEUTENANT GENERAL DAVID HURLEY, AO, DSC, graduated from RMC, Duntroon in December 1975 and was posted to 1 RAR. He later served as Adjutant, Sydney University Regiment, as Regimental Adjutant, the Royal Australian Regiment and as an exchange officer with the 1st Battalion Irish Guards. He was then a company commander and operations officer in 5/7 RAR before attending Command and Staff College. Non-corps postings followed, including an appointment as the Mechanised Infantry Adviser, Australian Army Project Team Malaysia. In 1991 he assumed command of 1 RAR and commanded the battalion group during Operation Solace (Somalia) in 1993, for which he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross. He has been the SO1 (Operations) and Chief of Staff, Headquarters 1st Division and attended the US Army War College in 1996–97. As the commander of the 1st Brigade in 1999 he oversaw the brigade’s transition to a higher degree of operational readiness and its support to Australian-led operations in East Timor. Subsequently he was Director General Land Development and Head, Capability Systems. In December 2002, was appointed Land Commander Australia. In December 2003, he was promoted to lieutenant general to assume the new appointment of Chief of Capability Development Group. He has a Bachelor of Arts and Graduate Diploma in Defence Studies, and contributed to chapter 16 of this book.

MAJOR WAYNE KLINTWORTH graduated from RMC, Duntroon in 1975 and has served as a platoon commander in 8/9 RAR, a mortar platoon commander and company second-in-command in 5/7 RAR, and has been an instructor Battle Wing, Land Warfare Centre. He has a Bachelor of Arts in Military Studies and a Master of Arts in History from the University of New South Wales. He is also a graduate of the Royal Military College of Science. He was a requirements project officer in Materiel Division, Army Office and then Headquarters ADF before retiring from the army in 1993. He has since worked in the defence industry sector and now runs his own consulting business in Australia and overseas. He is the author of chapters 2 and 3, and assisted with the selection of illustrations for this book.

MAJOR GENERAL JIM MOLAN, AO, DSC, wrote the original of his chapter just prior to taking command of 6 RAR in 1990. General Molan has now commanded at platoon, troop, company, battalion, brigade and division level with 1 PIR, 1st Aviation Regiment, 3 RAR, 6 RAR, 1st Brigade and 1st Division, and was the Commander of the Australian Defence College. He is a graduate of the Army Command and Staff College, the Joint Services Staff College and the Australian College of Defence and Strategic Studies. He has also served as Army Attaché and later as Defence Attaché in Jakarta. For his service in Indonesia and in East Timor he was promoted to Officer of the Order of Australia. In 2000, as Commander of the Deployable Joint Force Headquarters, he was commander of the Australian evacuation force from the Solomon Islands. In April 2004, he deployed for a year to Iraq as the Chief of Operations, Headquarters Multinational Force—Iraq during continuous and intense combat operations. For this service he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, and the Legion of Merit by the United States. He holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of New South Wales and a Bachelor of Economics degree from the University of Queensland. He is a graduate of the ADF School of Languages where he studied bahasa Indonesia. He maintains an interest in aviation and is the author of chapter 5 of this book.

MAJOR GENERAL ALAN MORRISON, AO, DSO, MBE, was born in 1927 and graduated from RMC, Duntroon in 1947. He served as a platoon commander in 3 RAR, and later as a captain on the staff of Headquarters 28th Brigade in Korea. After attending the British Staff College he served in 1 RAR in 1962 and 1963, was instructor at the Australian Staff College, and raised and commanded 9 RAR from 1967 to 1970, including the battalion’s only tour to Vietnam. He commanded the 1st Task Force in 1976–77, was Commandant of RMC, Duntroon from 1977 to 1981, and was Chief of Personnel before his appointment as service member of the Repatriation Commission in 1981. He retired in 1989. He was Colonel Commandant of the Royal Australian Regiment from 1986 to February 1993 and wrote the preface for the 1990 edition of this book.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL PETER PEDERSEN graduated from the RMC, Duntroon in 1974 and served in 5/7 RAR as platoon commander, adjutant, company commander and commanding officer. He is a graduate of the Command and Staff College. He holds the degrees of Bachelor of Arts and Doctor of Philosophy from the University of New South Wales, and he is recognised as one of Australia’s leading historians of the First World War. His writings on the First World War include Monash as Military Commander; the introduction to the reprint of C.E.W. Bean’s Official History of Australia in the War of 1914–1918, volume 3; chapters on Monash for The Commanders; and on the Western Front for Australia: Two Centuries of War and Peace. His most recent book, The Anzacs: Gallipoli to the Western Front, was published in 2007. He contributed as a consultant to and participant in the television program Gallipoli: The Fatal Shore. He is the author of chapter 12 of this book.

HARRY SMITH was born in the Channel Islands in 1926 and before the German invasion in 1940 escaped to England where he joined the British Army and became a motorcycle despatch rider. Severely injured in an accident he was discharged and later migrated to Australia, enlisting in the Australian Army in 1951. After joining 2 RAR, he served as an instructor during the National Service scheme, before rejoining 2 RAR for operations during the Malayan Emergency. He was an instructor at the Jungle Warfare Centre at Kota Tinggi, rejoined 2 RAR for its second tour to Malaya, was a CSM in 1 RAR during its first tour of Vietnam, served in 5 RAR and was appointed RSM of 8 RAR in 1971. He was RSM of a total of six units and formations, and before retirement in 1981 was RSM of Field Force Command. For some years he contributed the ‘Harry the Emu’ segment to the Australian Army newspaper and contributed to chapter 16 of this book.

CAPTAIN CRAIG STOCKINGS is currently a lecturer in the School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University College, Australian Defence Force Academy in Canberra. He was born in Sydney in 1974 and graduated from the Australian Defence Force Academy with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in History and Politics (1995). After graduating from RMC, Duntroon in 1996 he was posted to 3 RAR, serving in a range of regimental appointments including those of platoon commander, company second-in-command and battalion intelligence officer. He served in East Timor as part of INTERFET in 1999–2000. Following a posting as a staff officer at Headquarters Training Command he was appointed as ADC to the Governor-General in 2003. His last posting before transferring to the Army Reserve in 2005 was as military staff member at ADFA. He holds a Graduate Diploma of Education (Monash), a Master of Education (Deakin), a Master of Arts (International Relations) (Deakin), and a PhD in History (UNSW). He is the author of chapter 14 of this book.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL JERRY TAYLOR, AM, MC, was born in August 1939, joined the British Army as an infantry private soldier in 1957, and graduated from the Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst in July 1969. He was commissioned into the 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment, and served with them in Singapore, Northern Ireland, West Germany and Cyprus, before joining the Australian Army in August 1965. He served in South Vietnam with 2 RAR from April 1967 to May 1968, returning to Vietnam with 4 RAR in May 1971 where, as officer commanding D Company, he was awarded the Military Cross. He was chief instructor at the Infantry Centre, Singleton in 1979–80 and chief instructor at the 1st Recruit Training Battalion, Kapooka in 1981–83. He retired from the Regular Army in 1986 and is the author of Last Out: 4 RAR/NZ (ANZAC) Battalion’s second tour in Vietnam and chapter 11 of this book.

WALLY THOMPSON, OAM, was born in Sydney in 1932, and enlisted in the Australian Regular Army in 1954 after previous service in the CMF, in which he reached the rank of sergeant. He had also been in the first national service intake in 1951. From 1954 to 1961 he served in 2 RAR including the battalion’s tour in Malaya. From 1961 to 1963 he was an instructor at the Jungle Warfare School in Malaya, and then served in 1 RAR in 1963 and 1964. He had three tours in Vietnam: in 1964 with the AATTV during which he was awarded the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with silver star; in 1968 as CSM in 1 RAR when he was mentioned in despatches; and in 1970 as RSM of 4 RAR. He was also RSM of the Jungle Training Centre, the Infantry Centre, 1st Brigade and Training Command, and in January 1983 became the first RSM of the Army. He retired in January 1987 and contributed to chapter 16 of this book.



Preface to the 2008 Edition 

By the Colonel Commandant, the Royal Australian Regiment

The seventeen years since the initial publication of the history of the Royal Australian Regiment have seen momentous changes, with the development of new capabilities in the battalions and their deployment on numerous operations. As a result it has been decided to republish the original book with two new chapters bringing the story up to the end of 2006. This latter period covers deployments on a wide spectrum of operations from peacekeeping to war-fighting and in far-flung locations including Somalia, Cambodia, Rwanda, East Timor, Solomon Islands, Iraq and Afghanistan. The limited scope of the book has meant that these operations can only be covered briefly and some of them, such as the commitment to Somalia, have been described in greater depth in other books.1 But now at least we are able to put on record, and bring up to date, the broad sweep of the regiment’s activities.

To meet the publisher’s demands, the editors were required to ensure that the new edition was no longer than the original 1990 edition. They therefore needed to edit the original chapters back in length, although they have made no attempt to rewrite them. Further, to accommodate several new ‘individual views’ it was decided to delete two of the original ones. This decision in no way reflects the worth of the authors’ original pieces, but was determined by the fact that they had subsequently written excellent books of their own about their life in the regiment.2 Similarly, the original appendices on RAR prisoners of war in Korea, the outline of actions earning battle honours, and unit citations have been omitted in the new edition.3

The original preface, by the then Colonel Commandant, Major General ‘Albie’ Morrison, eloquently described what the regiment means to those of us who have served before and who are now part of its wider family. I will not attempt to repeat his sentiments. Rather, I see my task as drawing attention to the present-day regiment and that generation of younger men to whom it is still home.

The two new chapters (14 and 15) describe a remarkable array of operations and commitments, many in parts of the world to which the regiment had not previously deployed. Some were mounted at extremely short notice with the attendant pressures on family and loved ones. What strikes me as distinguishing this period most from our earlier experience, however, is the sheer tempo of operations. This is particularly so in recent years and is illustrated by the fact that during 2006, every commanding officer of the then six battalions, served on an operation somewhere overseas with at least part of his battalion.

As Colonel Commandant I have had the great privilege of spending some time with the battalions of today. Certainly, they have access to a sophisticated array of equipment and capabilities which allow the modern infantryman to locate his enemy, outmanoeuvre him and destroy him if required. Their training is sound and their conduct in a bewildering array of different circumstances has been professional. But I think it is the spirit of the battalions—drawn from their history and, as from the beginning, growing out of the mateship and humour of the soldiers—which ensures they continue to cope with whatever challenges come their way.

So, the members of today’s battalions are worthy descendants of their forebears who ensure that the Royal Australian Regiment continues to do, as it always has, all that is asked of it by the nation. There is no doubt this is appreciated in an uncertain world, as seen in the recent decision to increase the number of battalions back to eight.

I have every confidence the regiment will continue to meet its challenges no matter what the future brings, by adhering to its proud motto, ‘Duty First’.

In commending this updated history of our regiment to you, I wish to thank the Army History Unit for supporting the project and for making available the services of Captain Jean Bou, who has worked diligently and with great skill to bring the new edition to fruition.

J.M. Connolly 
Major General 
Colonel Commandant 
Kyogle, NSW



Preface to the 1990 Edition 

By the Colonel Commandant, the Royal Australian Regiment

This book is the story of the Royal Australian Regiment, from its birth on 23 November 1948 to the present day (1990). It is the proud history of the senior infantry regiment of the Australian Army. The origin of the regiment is the three Australian infantry battalions that served in the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan. These battalions, formed by volunteers from the Australian infantry divisions of the Second World War, provide the lineal connection between the Royal Australian Regiment and the great infantry units and formations of the Australian Army of the 1939–45 period. The battalions of the regiment became the first ever regular infantry units of the Australian Army.

In the 42 years to 1990, the regiment has grown from its original three battalions to nine battalions and has now contracted to six battalions. Units of the regiment have served in the force occupying Japan after the end of the Second World War, the Korean War 1950–56, the Malayan Emergency 1955–60, Confrontation in Malaysia and Borneo 1960–65 and in Vietnam 1965–72. In addition, the regiment provided many officers, warrant officers and non-commissioned officers to the Australian Army Training Team, Vietnam and to the Australian component of peacekeeping forces in many parts of the world.

The first three chapters of the history are devoted to the raising of the infantry component of the force that was to occupy Japan, service in the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in 1946–48 and the formation of the regiment in Japan, and the difficulties experienced by the battalions up until the start of the Korean War. There is no doubt that service in Japan forged strong links between the battalions. From the experience of working closely together in the same brigade the battalions developed bonds of friendship and similar methods of operating which were assets readily used to advantage when the regiment was formed.

I can remember the start of it all. In 1948 I was a platoon commander in the 66th Australian Infantry Battalion serving in Japan as part of the 34th Australian Brigade when we got word that the three battalions of the brigade—65th, 66th and 67th—were to form the Australian Regiment. I can recall that everyone was pleased but at the time the 65th and the 66th Battalions were preparing to leave Japan for Australia in the HMAS Kanimbla and there could be no formal celebrations to mark the occasion. Furthermore, to many soldiers in the battalions the formation of the regiment meant very little because they had engaged only for service in Japan and were looking forward to their discharge when they arrived in Australia. My battalion—2 RAR—re-formed in Puckapunyal in January 1949 with a strength of about ten officers and 70 other ranks.

For the two units in Australia, the first eighteen months of the regiment’s existence were harrowing times, as this history records. There were numerous discharges through frustration and discontent. The units were not strong enough to undertake meaningful training, the barracks were in a dilapidated state and any improvements made had to be the work of battalion working parties patching up as best they could; neither money nor tradesmen ever seemed to be available. 3 RAR in Japan fared better but suffered from being significantly under strength. Yet from all these adverse conditions and circumstances came the hard core of dedicated soldiers destined to be the strong non-commissioned officers of the regiment in the Korean War and the outstanding warrant officers and sergeants of the battalions that served in Malaya and in the early part of the Vietnam campaign.

Korea was the ‘baptism of fire’ for the regiment. In August 1950, 3 RAR was warned for service in Korea and it was brought up to full strength by sizeable contingents from 1 RAR and 2 RAR. In essence, all three battalions of the regiment were represented when 3 RAR went into action in October 1950 at a time when the regiment was not two years old. During the next 22 years at least one, more often two and sometimes three battalions of the regiment were in combat in South-East Asia at any one time.

Combat operations dominate the history of the regiment from 1950 to 1972 during which time all units were either in action or preparing for action. The requirement for the regiment to provide units to serve in both Korea and Malaya and later, units to serve in Malaysia/Borneo and in Vietnam necessitated the expansion of the regiment to four battalions in 1964, to seven battalions in 1965, to eight battalions in 1966 and to nine battalions in 1967. The National Service Training Scheme introduced by the government in 1965 was important for the creation of the new battalions and there is no doubt that the regiment was well served by these high quality young men. Every commanding officer during the period of national service in Australia from 1965 to 1972 has acknowledged the calibre and contribution of the national servicemen in his battalion.

There is no official history of the Malayan Emergency in 1955–60 or of the Confrontation period in Malaysia and Borneo in 1960–66 and this puts these campaigns at a disadvantage when compared with Korea and Vietnam.4 A reader of this history seeking more information of the regiment’s involvement in Korea is able to turn to the official history of that campaign, and there are already a good number of books about the Australian operations in Vietnam. For this reason the chapters in the book dealing with the Emergency and Confrontation contain more detail and intimate descriptions of small actions than those dealing with Korea or Vietnam.

If Korea was the foundation of the regiment’s fighting tradition, which was substantiated in Malaya and Malaysia/Borneo, Vietnam won for the regiment new admiration and esteem. The demonstrated professionalism of the units in every type of operation undertaken, the obvious dedication of all ranks to the regiment’s motto, ‘Duty First’, and the prominent recognition received from national and international sources for the achievements of the battalions confirmed the value of the regiment as a component of the Australian Defence Force. These observations come through clearly in the three chapters dealing with Vietnam: ‘The Build Up— Vietnam 1965–67’, ‘Main Force Operations—Vietnam 1968–69’ and ‘Pacification in Phuoc Tuy—Vietnam 1969–72’.

When the last Australian battalion withdrew from Vietnam—4 RAR sailed from Vung Tau for home on 29 February 1972—the regiment’s continuous involvement in operations for more than two decades came to an end. But it was a further year before the last battalion came home when the government decided to withdraw 6 RAR from Singapore. 1973 marks the first year in the history of the regiment that all battalions of the regiment were based on home soil.

The final chapters take quite a different direction. The one titled ‘The Defence of Australia 1973–79’ covers the effect on the regiment of the changes in defence policy introduced by the Whitlam government. The number of battalions was reduced to six by amalgamations, the strength of the units was also reduced and strategic and tactical concepts changed from forward defence in cooperation with friendly nations to one that ensured the army placed greater emphasis on defence within the continent of Australia. In this period the versatility of the regiment was improved greatly by the diversity of the exercises undertaken in training in Australia and by the opportunity for some companies to participate overseas in exercises staged by allied nations.

Chapter 13 is titled ‘Ready Reaction and Specialisation: Australia, 1980–90’. It highlights the fundamental changes in the role and sometimes organisation of each of the six battalions. It covers the establishment of the Operational Deployment Force, its training and how it has been used, the development of special roles for a parachute battalion and for a mechanised battalion and the general tasks given to the two battalions in Brisbane. When I had completed reading the history to this point I felt a glow of satisfaction that I had been a part of it all; my regiment had achieved a great deal in its first 40 years.

I am fortunate to have known a lot of the people who had been prominent in the significant episodes mentioned in the history and in my mind’s eye I can still see their faces. To me, people make the regiment and perform the great deeds. In the concluding chapter a cross-section of highly respected members of the regiment have written about various aspects of battalion life and experience ranging from General Sir Francis Hassett’s commanding 3 RAR in action in Korea to Harry Smith’s participation on an unusual parade. All the contributions are well worth reading. I am only sorry that space would not allow the editor to invite contributions from many others.

What does it mean to have served in the regiment? Some 60,000 men have passed through its ranks since its inception [until 1990] and most have carried the strong bonds of family throughout their lives. Many of them have a favourite battalion; many have served in more than one battalion. But the regiment is supreme; the regiment is the family—the RAR family. Look at the comments made by some of the authors of the ‘Individual Views’ in chapter 16:

• Brian Betts: ‘My fondest memory is my service in the Royal Australian Regiment. Given my life to live again, I would do it all over and enjoy it just as much.’

• David Butler: ‘“Duty First” is truly the measure of the Regiment.’

• Jim Cruickshank: ‘As (A.B.) Facey said in his book, I had a most fortunate life.’

• John Essex-Clark: ‘My professional affection was for my men and my rewards were success in our combined endeavours. The regiment was my professional family and our motto, “Duty First”, was my creed.’

• Benny O’Dowd: ‘Kapyong was won by the Diggers.’

The key to the success of the regiment has been the good leaders, good noncommissioned officers and good soldiers. I am sure that our soldiers are, and have always been, second to none and this history is stern testimony of that. Our warrant and non-commissioned officers are the backbone of the regiment, brought up in the strong traditions of regimental spirit. They are the enforcers of professionalism and high standards and the fierce custodians of the regiment’s reputation. The officers have guided the way by ability and example and have provided the spark of initiative so essential to success in battle and in training. It is a tribute to all who have served in the regiment but particularly the regulars who made the regiment their careers and provided much needed continuity. I have the highest praise for the regulars who have served the regiment loyally and true in Australia and overseas and set the pattern for what is expected of Australian infantry.

The success of the regiment has not been without cost, and a total of 651 men have died on overseas service with the regiment [between 1947 and 1990].5 The period since the Second World War demanded a different sort of dedication from the new regular army. Unlike earlier wars, the Australian soldier was not motivated by imperial sentiment or a feeling that the country was in immediate danger. Certainly many soldiers felt that communism was a threat to the Australian way of life, but most soldiers fought because they were professionals, in service of their country’s government—a service that was, and continues to be, driven by a sense of duty and responsibility. As this history shows, many fine Australians were willing to give their lives in fulfilling their duty. The government and people of Australia can expect no more from their servants.

One cannot forget the families of the regiment. While the history makes no specific mention of the sacrifices made by the wives and children in supporting husbands and fathers, often in difficult circumstances, the staunch and loyal contributions of the families to the success of the regiment is very much admired and it is acknowledged in this preface.

This seems the appropriate place to pay tribute to the outstanding talent, perseverance and dedication of the editor, Colonel David Horner, in producing this book. He has been the power, the driving force. In short, as the commanding officer he devised the contents and allocated the tasks. As the RSM he worked hard to ensure that the tasks were done on time. By writing some of the chapters he has been one of the company commanders and he has been a ‘digger’ doing all the jobs that no one else wanted to do. David Horner is a fine historian and the regiment is lucky and proud to have him in its ranks.

There are many others who have contributed to the contents of this book not least of whom are the authors of the chapters. The voluntary contributions made, in some instances perhaps with shades of the press gang of past times, and the generous amount of time spent in making the history as complete as possible are personal tributes to the regiment. To them I say that all of us who enjoy the fruits of your labours thank you so much. We hope you get great joy and satisfaction from the pleasure you have given us, the readers of this history.

Finally, let this history show to those who are serving now and to all who will join the regiment in the future the privilege that we of the past have had in serving. As the Colonel Commandant I am in the fortunate position of knowing the regiment today almost as well as I knew it in years gone by and I am convinced that it is every bit as good as it has ever been. May the Royal Australian Regiment continue to prosper.

A.L. Morrison 
Major General 
Colonel Commandant 
Canberra, ACT 
1989



1 
Raising a Regular Infantry Force 
Morotai, 1945–46 

David Chinn 

The formation of the Royal Australian Regiment in the years soon after the end of the Second World War was of fundamental importance to the Australian Army. Before that time Australia’s peacetime army had been substantially a part-time militia, which formed the basis for a voluntary, specially enlisted force for war. The regular component was merely the permanent cadre for the larger citizen army. After 1948, however, for the first time Australia had a permanent, professional army, available in peace and war for any task the government might direct.1 But although the Royal Australian Regiment was the key component of the new Australian Regular Army, it was not a complete break with the past; it was built on the experience of soldiers who had seen active service during the Second World War. The Royal Australian Regiment had its genesis in three infantry battalions—the 65th, 66th and 67th Australian Infantry Battalions—raised at the end of the war for special service with the British Commonwealth Occupation Force (BCOF) in Japan. These battalions comprised volunteers from the five Australian infantry divisions that had engaged in operations against the Japanese Army in the South West Pacific Area.2

Policy Issues

The chief impetus in the formation of the three new battalions was Australia’s desire to play a prominent role in the BCOF in Japan. Australia had achieved new international status during the war, and by 1945 the government believed that as Australia had shared a major part of the burden of the war against Japan, and had become a ‘Principal Pacific Power’, it was entitled to a prominent say in the occupation of Japan and the eventual peace settlement. Most Australians were convinced that the victory provided them with an opportunity to secure their future by ensuring that Japan was never again a threat.

Australia’s endeavours to play a significant role were eventually rewarded when three Australians were appointed to prominent positions: as spokesman for the Commonwealth in the Allied Council in Tokyo; as Chief Justice in the International War Crimes Tribunal; and as Commander-in-Chief of BCOF. The background and difficulties surrounding the establishment of BCOF were complex, but, in brief, the British government proposed a Commonwealth occupation force in August 1945, and the Australian government responded by insisting on the contribution of a separate force under an Australian commander.3 Eventually it was agreed that there would be one Commonwealth force under an Australian commander, but with joint control arrangements.

The BCOF was to be part of the occupation force already in Japan under the overall command of General Douglas MacArthur, Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers (SCAP). When the BCOF began its duties in February 1946 it included troops from the United Kingdom, India, New Zealand and Australia. At its maximum strength in August 1946 the BCOF had 40,236 personnel, which included some 4700 field troops, 5300 in base units and 2200 members of the RAAF. The main Australian formation was the 34th Australian Infantry Brigade (65th, 66th and 67th Australian Infantry Battalions), while other units included the 1st Armoured Car Squadron, A Field Battery, and various logistic and line-of-communications units. The RAAF component included three squadrons of Mustang fighters. Ships and men of the RAN served separately with the British Pacific Fleet stationed in Japanese waters under the operational control of the United States Navy.4

But in August 1945 the deployment of these forces to Japan was many months away. First they had to be assembled and trained. To understand the problems of raising the 65th, 66th and 67th Australian Infantry Battalions, it is necessary to understand not only Australian strategy in 1945, but the immediate problems associated with the surrender of Japan, the need to repatriate allied and Japanese prisoners, the rise of the Indonesian nationalist movement, the demobilisation of the Australian Army and the plans for a new Australian peacetime army.

Postwar army planning began with a Defence Committee Study in March 1944, which ‘concluded that international instability would preclude an early decision on post-war defence policy’, although it ‘would have to be laid on commitments . . . within local, Commonwealth and collective security arrangements’. In May 1945, on instruction from the War Cabinet, the Joint Planning Committee, a subcommittee of the Defence Committee, produced a report indicating that ‘Australia could no longer rely solely on imperial defence tenets for its security, after the events of 1941–42’. A higher degree of readiness during peace was emphasised, while universal service and maintenance of field forces in peace were recommended. In December 1946, and after much discussion with the government, the army completed a plan which became the first postwar defence plan to be presented to Cabinet. However, in late August 1945 when the Prime Minister, J.B. Chifley, committed the army to managing the Japanese surrender and disarmament, the repatriation of prisoners both allied and Japanese, and the occupation of Japan, no formal plan for the future shape of the army had been formulated.5

With the defeat of Germany in May 1945, Britain and the US had begun to reduce their forces and to concentrate their effort in the Pacific against Japan. Following this lead, the Australian government decided to reduce the army’s strength with the goal of having just three divisions on operations by the end of 1945. With this force the government hoped to contribute to the invasion of Japan as well as provide a token contribution to the recapture of Singapore. Japan’s acceptance of allied demands for surrender on 15 August 1945 was primarily a consequence of the use of nuclear weapons on Hiroshima and Nagasaki earlier that month, but because of the secrecy associated with the use of these weapons, planning had been directed towards a force for the invasion of Japan rather than for an occupation force. The surrender therefore brought with it the unexpected problems of administering the surrender of just over 344,000 Japanese in the Australian area of responsibility, guarding them and organising their eventual repatriation. A complication in the reoccupation of some of the Japanese-held territory in the Dutch East Indies was the activity of the Indonesian nationalist movement.

Of greatest importance, however, was the repatriation of some 20,000 Australian service personnel who were prisoners of the Japanese in camps from Singapore to Japan.6 Meanwhile, some 157,000 army personnel in the South West Pacific Area needed repatriation for discharge. Demobilisation began only six weeks after the cessation of hostilities and remained the major commitment facing the army for some time. Between 1 October 1945 and 15 February 1947, almost 350,000 army personnel were discharged at the rate of ‘an average of one every two minutes’.7

The raising of the occupation force was thus complicated by various circumstances, only some of which could be influenced by Australian policy and army direction. Shipping was of course vital to getting the new force to Japan but the major shipping resources were provided by the United States and Britain. Its coordination was at the highest levels in the allied command system and based on overall worldwide priorities. Not surprisingly this meant there were delays in both the assembly of the occupation force and its subsequent deployment to Japan.8

On 17 August 1945, the Australian government submitted to the British government its initial proposal for its contribution to the force, suggesting a naval squadron, two brigade groups and three fighter squadrons. The Australian government argued that it was making this contribution ‘not as a subsidiary, but as a principal Pacific power which has for so long borne the heat and burden of the struggle against Japan’. In August 1942, at a critical stage of the war against Japan, and from a population of some seven million, Australia had an army of some 443,000 personnel serving in Australia and Papua New Guinea, while the 9th Division was still committed in the Middle East. At the cessation of hostilities with Japan in August 1945, the war had cost Australia over $4 billion (1945 figures) and over 27,000 members of Australia’s fighting services had been killed, died of wounds or died while prisoners of war.9

This heavy burden and the tradition of volunteer armies in war and militia in peace meant that the raising and maintaining of a full-time infantry force was likely to meet problems. For example, when the GOC First Australian Army, Lieutenant General V.A.H. Sturdee, visited the 6th Division, he found that most members seemed keen to return to Australia as early as possible, either to obtain release or to remain in the army there. As a result, General Sir Thomas Blamey, Commander-in-Chief of the Australian Military Forces, stated that more volunteers would probably come forward from the 6th Division if they were relieved after a year’s service, and he advised the Minister for the Army, F.M. Forde, on 6 September 1945, that the occupation force should be organised in Australia. Since the shortage of shipping would delay the movement to Japan for some time, he assumed that the government would grant home leave before departure for Japan. In the meantime, he advised that new conditions of service, rates of pay and so on would have to be considered.10

On 21 September the size of the army component for Japan was reduced to ‘one infantry brigade group, and perhaps a second one later’, based in part on the Defence Committee’s concern at the logistic commitment of maintaining two brigades with their command and supporting unit structures over such a distance with Australian resources. In due course, the provision of the additional brigade group proved impracticable because of the restriction on manpower for the postwar army.11 As it transpired, General Blamey’s suggestion of organising the occupation force in Australia was also not followed. On 25 September Advanced Land Headquarters at Morotai was authorised to raise the 34th Australian Infantry Brigade Group there ‘in forward areas because of the necessity of being able to move as quickly as possible, and in view of the political factors involved’.12

Morotai, the northernmost island of the Moluccas group of the (then) Netherlands East Indies island chain, lies on approximately the same latitude (2° North) as Malacca in mainland Malaysia, and is almost due north of Wyndham in Western Australia; Japan is some 3200 kilometres to the north. During the Pacific war it was occupied initially by troops of the Japanese Sixteenth Army, and later in 1943, by the Nineteenth Army. The need for air bases to support the Allied offensives of 1944 led, however, to the decision to capture the Pitoe (Pitu) airfield area adjacent to the south-western peninsula. After an unopposed landing on 14 September 1944, the US Army’s XI Corps secured a perimeter around the airfield and several days later RAAF airfield construction squadrons landed to repair the second (Wama) airfield within the US Army perimeter. The Advanced Headquarters First Tactical Air Force RAAF was established on 25 October, and RAAF flying units began to arrive within a month. For the remainder of the war Morotai was a major base for RAAF air operations in support of allied objectives in the Philippines and the Netherlands East Indies. Later the Australian Army’s Advanced Land Headquarters, Headquarters I Australian Corps and base units were located there in support of operations for the Borneo campaign. On 9 September 1945, General Blamey accepted the surrender by General Teshima of the Japanese Second Army there. Subsequently, Morotai was to become a centre for the conduct of the trials of Japanese war criminals by Australian military courts.

Raising the Battalions

Towards the end of September 1945 volunteers for the 34th Brigade were called for from Australian formations throughout the operational areas. Conditions of service were for a minimum period of service of twelve months in Japan, on existing rates of pay and allowances. The 65th Australian Infantry Battalion was to be formed from volunteers from the 7th Division (Balikpapan) and the 2/40th Australian Infantry Battalion (Timor). The 66th Battalion was to receive volunteers from the 9th Division (Labuan and Tarakan) and I Australian Corps troops. And the 67th Australian Infantry Battalion was to be formed from volunteers from the 3rd Division (Bougainville), 6th Division (Wewak) and 11th Division (Rabaul).13

Brigadier R.H. Nimmo, from Headquarters First Army, was appointed to command the 34th Brigade. The three battalion commanders were, in battalion seniority, Lieutenant Colonels R.H. Marson, G.E. Colvin and D.R. Jackson. Richard Marson and George Colvin had served in the CMF before the war and had commanded the 2/25th and 2/13th Battalions respectively. Don Jackson had graduated from Duntroon in 1937 and had been second-in-command of the 2/28th Battalion in 1944. He was somewhat younger than the other commanding officers; whereas Marson was 41 and Colvin 42, Jackson was 30 at the time of his appointment.

After the company commanders had selected their men, the companies assembled in the area of their providing formation, and then once the major part of each unit had assembled, they moved by sea to Morotai. Some sub-units from more remote formations later proceeded directly to Morotai.

The headquarters of the 65th Battalion opened at Balikpapan on 11 October and over the following five days selected volunteers from the 18th, 21st and 25th Brigades and from units attached to 7th Division. The first battalion parade was held on 17 October, and following an inspection the next day by General Blamey, training began on 22 October. The advance party departed for Morotai on 23 October and following work to construct the camp area, the battalion was finally concentrated by 9 November when training began.14

Personnel selected for 66th Battalion began arriving at a temporary battalion camp at a liberated prisoner of war area at Labuan, on 11 October, and on 26 October the battalion was formed with an effective strength of eight officers and 200 other ranks. Personnel from the 25th Brigade at Tarakan arrived later. By 2 November unit strength had reached 600 all ranks, and on 3 November the battalion embarked in LSTs for Morotai. Following arrival on 8 November, work began on the battalion camp area, which was flanked by those of the 65th and 67th Battalions.15

Between 3 and 20 October, Major L.E. Dowling, newly posted to the 67th Battalion, interviewed some 600 6th Division volunteers in the Wewak area to select personnel for Battalion Headquarters, Headquarter and A Companies. Meanwhile the selection of volunteers from 3rd Division on Bougainville for B and C Companies, and 11th Division at Rabaul for D Company was progressing. On 21 October, the selected 6th Division personnel reported to the assembly camp at Wewak, and on 26 October General Blamey, accompanied by the GOC 6th Division, Major General Horace Robertson, inspected and addressed the battalion personnel. On 28 October eighteen officers and 420 other ranks sailed for Morotai in HMAS Manoora, beginning work on the new battalion area near Red Beach on 30 October.16

The first sea voyage following the Japanese surrender was a remarkable change for troops accustomed to wartime passage in crowded troopships, with no lights at night and no facilities for relaxation. They now found space more than adequate, meals excellent and, in the LSTs, facilities for swimming between the ramp and the doors.17 Meanwhile, Headquarters 34th Brigade had opened at Morotai on 28 October, on the site previously occupied by Headquarters I Australian Corps, and adjacent to Advanced Land Headquarters, at the south-western end of the Gila peninsula.
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A British LST berthing at Morotai on 23 November 1945 carrying ex-7th Division troops from Balikpapan. Many of these men were destined for the 65th Australian Infantry Battalion. The LST carried five officers and 306 other ranks (AWM photo no. 124746).

The battalion areas were some seven kilometres north-east, on the mainland proper adjoining the peninsula, with 20th Field Ambulance, 28th Field Company and the area picture theatre, known as ‘the Blockhouse’, adjacent facing the western beach.

There were myriad administrative changes being made to reflect the change from war to prospective occupation duties, but on 10 November the Brigade Training Directive No. 1, appreciating the tasks ahead in Japan, was issued:

[These] are likely to be many and varied. They may even include active operations in the field against semi-organised or guerrilla forces should unrest of this nature develop. Expeditions or patrols into remoter parts of the country may be required to search for weapons or other warlike stores. It may be necessary to disperse or capture hostile elements of the population and generally to take firm action to ensure compliance with the orders of the higher command. The maintenance of order in the event of riots or serious civil disturbances may also become the duty of our troops.18

The military objects assigned to the BCOF by General MacArthur provided for such contingencies, as well as others less warlike and demanding:

1. to assist in demilitarisation and disposal of Japanese war installations and armaments,

2. to safeguard the allied installations and equipment,

3. to give military protection to British Commonwealth civil missions engaged in selecting goods and equipment for reparations,

4. to maintain internal security in Japan, and 5. to provide military backing to the United States military government in the BCOF area.19

Because of the possible need to react at short notice in Japan, the Brigade Training Instruction emphasised the need to maintain the high standard of discipline and fighting efficiency of the last years of the war. Emphasis was to be placed on individual, section and platoon level training, with minor exercises and battle drill, to establish teamwork. High standards were required in drill and dress to impress the Japanese with visible signs of efficiency. Drill was to be conducted in short demanding periods rather than long irksome periods. Weapon handling was to be emphasised, and marching was to receive special attention because of its value in promoting cohesion and physical fitness. Guards and picquets, an expected feature of duty in Japan, were to be included in training, and were to be provided in Morotai to develop experience. Units were to conduct their own NCO and specialist courses.

The following day, 11 November, saw church services conducted for Armistice Day and more personnel for the 65th Battalion arrived from Balikpapan. Later in the day, the brigade commander briefed 140 brigade officers on the local situation, as well as anticipated conditions in Japan. He also indicated that news of the location of the brigade in Japan was vague, but that Advanced Headquarters AMF had set a target date for departure from Morotai of 15 December 1945. Two days earlier the brigade’s engineer reconnaissance party had departed for Japan, heightening anticipation of an early move.

Meanwhile, a report in the Brisbane Courier-Mail on 26 October had stated that ‘Australian troops are preparing to land in Japan on 1 January 1946.’ But then on 23 November the same paper reported that ‘Federal ministers are convinced it is unlikely that the Australian component of the Empire occupation force will reach Japan by January 1.’ This conviction was apparently based on knowledge of the complexity of negotiations involving the United States State Department as well as those between General MacArthur and the Commander-in-Chief BCOF, Lieutenant General Northcott. Several days earlier, on 19 November, 34th Brigade had received the disappointing news that the move to Japan would not be before 7 January 1946.20

The troops’ disappointment could well be understood considering their motivation towards occupation duties. All were selected veterans from combat divisions with a strong esprit de corps based on their new battalion and company groupings that generally maintained the identities of their former divisions and brigades. The high standard of AIF discipline was reflected in the acceptance and appreciation of the somewhat basic Morotai training. Preparing for their new role as ‘conquering troops’ kept morale high initially and there was also some relief at having survived the war, as well as satisfaction with the transition to the new experience of peacetime soldiering. For those who had seen six years’ war service in a variety of theatres of war, occupation duty in Japan was seen as the high point of their service. A profile, perhaps typical of all three battalions, is provided in the war diary of the 65th Battalion: the average age of officers was 26 years and of other ranks 23.2 years, they had an average of three years and five months’ war service, and only 3 per cent were married. The battalions were thus formed of young, highly motivated, seasoned troops—well trained and disciplined; in effect, after years of war service, they were experienced ‘regulars’.21

The Morotai environment required no acclimatisation because the battalions’ personnel had come from similarly tropical areas. Fine hot weather prevailed with periods of high humidity, some afternoon cloudbursts and rain at night. Accommodation was tented, with stretchers to provide off-ground sleeping. Strict malarial precautions and mosquito control measures were enforced, including routine dosage of the malaria suppressive Atebrin. By the end of November, with further arrivals from Bougainville, Tarakan and Timor, and when battalions were approaching full strength, messes had been established and several functions had been held in various officers’ and sergeants’ messes. Coincidentally, Brigade Headquarters found it necessary to prohibit the use of explosives to obtain fish.22 Facilities continued to improve in November, with mobile libraries, recreation huts in unit areas, public address systems playing music in the evenings, shopping facilities in the central other ranks’ club areas, films at the Blockhouse Theatre, sporting gear (mostly from the RAAF) and sea bathing. There was insistence on modesty of dress for this last-named activity and an order stated that bathing ‘in the nude is prohibited. Boots or shoes will be worn on all occasions.’

Health was generally good, with ‘the most outstanding sick conditions [being] skin cases, which are consistent with the tropical conditions’. Morale was apparently affected to some degree by the scarcity of tobacco, the Brigade Headquarters war diarist being moved to note that the ‘tobacco rations will be increased . . . [but] Tropic proofing is difficult and the cigarette position is not expected to improve for some time . . . [for this] essential commodity’.23

Notwithstanding the peacetime routine, improving standards of accommodation and messing, and good recreational facilities, the projected delay in departure for Japan as well as other factors had caused a number of personnel in the brigade to refuse, in late November, to sign the undertaking for service in Japan. The undertaking required ‘a minimum period of 12 months in Japan, and a further period of six months thereafter or until earlier relieved or lawfully discharged or dismissed’. Personnel refusing to sign the undertaking were sent to the General Details Depot for return to Australia. The 67th Battalion at this stage had 172 withdrawals, some 28 per cent of unit strength, due largely to dissatisfaction with delay in the move to Japan and lack of information, and in 30 per cent of cases a misapprehension as to the standards and effort needed from occupation force soldiers. Representations had, however, been made to Australia for the minimum period of service to date from the date of signing, and not from the date of arrival in Japan.24

The matter of establishing visual signs of new identity, both battalion and brigade, was of some interest, particularly as routine orders during November directed the removal of all previous unit colour patches from hats. Colour patches had identified Australian Army units in war and peace since 1915, and in 1945 their emotional value had probably changed little from that recognised by General Monash in 1918 when he wrote that ‘The private soldier valued his battalion colour patch almost more than any other decoration.’ A recommendation had been made that, in lieu of colour patches, an emblem suggested as the Commonwealth coat of arms on a Crusader shield should be worn, but on 23 November approval was received for new colour patches. Headquarters 34th Brigade would wear a long horizontal rectangle of mid-green on a grey background, and for the battalions the same colour patch with vertical central bars of black, purple and brown for respective battalions in numerical seniority was adopted. These colour patches were of standard ‘1945 pattern’. Vertical oval colour patches in the brigade colour of scarlet, and battalion colours of black, purple and brown arranged vertically against the scarlet had been designed and presumably worn by the original 65th, 66th and 67th Battalions when raised in England in 1917 for service in France.25

Training and Peacetime Routine

While some training had begun in battalion concentration areas prior to embarkation for Morotai the full scope of training was under way by mid-November. The daily routine was instructional periods—primarily drill and marching—in the weekday mornings, with sport in the afternoons. On Saturdays unit administration was followed by sport. Sundays were rest days, with church parades held in recreations huts.

Raising the levels of performance was made a matter of professional incentive, so as to compare favourably with the standards expected of the British, Indian and New Zealand components of the occupation force. Drill progressed to guard mounting and paying of compliments, and to battalion parades, as well as route marching. Bands started to make their contributions to various aspects of battalion life, including ceremonial. The 66th Battalion band’s first practice was held on 14 November and the 67th Battalion’s band played for its first church parade on 25 November, the day of march-in of WO1 J. Harwood, who assumed duty as regimental sergeant major from WO1 W.L. Ormsby. The 65th Battalion’s band made its first appearance with the battalion guard mounting of 4 December.26

The other regimental sergeant majors made their presence felt by supervising the training of their battalion NCOs. WO1 W. Seymour, of the 66th Battalion, ran a potential NCOs course at about this time, and WO1 J.B. Percival, MBE, of the 65th Battalion, also supervised a NCO training program.

The presence of Japanese prisoners of war working parties in battalion areas during training was a constant reminder of past challenges and no small incentive towards occupation duties. There was a strong anti-Japanese attitude based on war experience reinforced by reports of inhumane treatment of Australian prisoners of war. Small groups of Australian troops from the new battalions routinely attended the trials of Japanese war criminals that began at Morotai in late November.27 Throughout late November and December the effects of the delayed move to Japan were seen in more applications for compassionate leave, and apparently many were successful. By early December the brigade had a shortfall of over 2000 personnel due to non-signing of the undertaking for service in Japan and the concomitant march-out for Australia. On 22 November the brigade commander expressed regret that many had chosen not to go to Japan but said that he ‘would rather take the Brigade away under-strength than have people with worries at home or doubts of any kind in their mind’.

No action was taken in Australia to find extra military volunteers for the occupation force until 13 December 1945, when it had become evident that the force could not be sustained from formations in the South West Pacific Area alone. Only about 1300 had volunteered by early January 1946 to fill an overall deficiency of over 5000. Because of this, and the demobilisation commitments already facing the army, recruiting from the population at large was introduced. It seems that personnel volunteering or enlisting for occupation force service in Australia were not sent to reinforce 34th Brigade at Morotai, but were sent directly to Japan after the brigade had deployed there. The brigade commander highlighted the still indefinite movement to Japan when addressing unit commanders on 3 December and he felt it necessary to point out ‘that there was nothing to justify any thought that the brigade would not proceed to Japan’.28

The approach of the first Christmas of peace in six years was marked by special arrangements for the despatch of Season’s Greetings by telegram over the period 10–21 December. Arrangements for extra messing on Christmas Day, as well as the issue of Australian Comforts Fund hampers were notified in the first days of December. Unit Christmas cards were produced and issued for mailing to Australia. Over Christmas there was planned a brigade parade, unit dinners in other ranks’ messes, a Christmas concert, the brigade Boxing Day sports carnival followed by a night boxing tournament, and a brigade swimming carnival on 27 December. Perhaps the highlight was the notification in brigade routine orders that, depending on stock, the beer issue would be increased to three bottles per man per week.29 December training focused on preparation for the brigade parade on 23 December but the units were still being formed. The 67th Battalion received its D Company, raised from 11th Australian Division at Rabaul on 17 December, to complete its complement of sub-units.30

A small milestone on the march towards Japan occurred on 9 December, when Lieutenant General Northcott, Commander-in-Chief BCOF, arrived in Morotai en route for Japan. Following a meeting with unit commanders and brigade staff at the brigade officers’ mess, he was joined by the brigade commander, Brigadier Nimmo, for the flight to Japan on 10 December. Nimmo returned on 22 December with information that the Hiroshima prefecture was to be the force area of responsibility, with Kure the main base.31

In this pre-Christmas period an event occurred on Morotai that may well have influenced the thinking of some brigade personnel as a way of drawing attention to their frustration with the delay in movement to Japan. On 11 December 1500 soldiers awaiting return to Australia at the General Details Depot marched five kilometres to the Base Area Headquarters to complain about the delay in their repatriation. Following a conference with Brigadier E.W. Woodward at the headquarters, the representatives of the marchers drafted a message that criticised the Minister for the Army or his representatives for ‘extravagant and prodigious statements . . . regarding shipping and movements of troops from the islands’. Two days later, perhaps in response to this demonstration, the minister issued a statement to the effect that ‘an armada of 49 ships and aeroplanes [sic] will return 61,092 troops to Australia this month and early in January’.32

While copies of Australian newspapers reached Morotai with some delay, local needs for unit news, in particular sporting activities and results, prompted the introduction of unit newspapers. An example from the battalions was Geisha News produced on 3 December by Headquarters Company, 67th Battalion. After two issues it was retitled Be In It and became the battalion newspaper, the first issue appearing on 19 December. Further local media was Radio ‘9AD’, an army-operated area broadcasting station, the highlights of whose program were the weekly concert party and quiz sessions that involved unit representation; radio receivers were generally provided in unit recreation huts. There were other distractions also, and a problem with Australian troops illegally entering nearby US food and liquor dumps soon became apparent. As a result armed and vigilant Dutch troops were posted as guards. The routine orders warned of the dangers as well as disciplinary action involved in trespassing.33

During the immediate pre-Christmas period, stored kit and trunks began arriving from Australian stores. Khaki drill (KD) clothing, which was in good supply, gradually replaced jungle greens (JG) as standard dress. There was some difficulty in matching the colours of service dress (SD) jackets and trousers issued for Japan, as contracts for these invariably went to different manufacturers. The ‘inner man’ was experiencing a great improvement in diet, as fresh food was provided on six days per week, including eggs twice per week. Education courses and Japanese language training for selected personnel in each sub-unit were introduced in this period.34

Dress for the Christmas Brigade Parade on 23 December was slouch hats, shirts and trousers (khaki drill) black ankle boots, anklets, web belts, rifles and side-arms, or submachine guns or pistols as appropriate. Three bands and 3500 brigade group personnel paraded for Lieutenant General Northcott, who had returned from Japan on the previous day with Brigadier Nimmo. The Brigade Headquarters diarist observed that ‘the parade had been most satisfactory, and those present felt that [following Northcott’s address to the parade] they had been told just enough to abolish fears and premonitions about the future of the force’.35

Attention now focused on Christmas. On 24 December there were launch trips to offshore islands provided for several sub-units, while other personnel decorated unit mess huts for the Christmas dinner. Comforts Fund hampers and the beer ration were issued, and in the evening church services were held in the various unit chapels. On Christmas Day church services were held and the 66th Battalion band played Christmas carols at Brigade Headquarters and the 2/9th Australian General Hospital.36

Much effort had been put into preparing the Christmas dinner. Following the age-old custom, the officers, warrant officers and sergeants served Christmas dinner to the men, with band accompaniment. Many of the Middle East and New Guinea hands considered the day the best they had had in the army. This was capped off in the evening by a concert before an audience of 8000 at the Blockhouse Theatre, organised by Sergeant J.W. Worling of the 65th Battalion.37

On 28 December Brigadier Nimmo held a conference of unit commanders to advise them that the brigade second-in-command and a small planning team of a staff officer and services representatives was to proceed to Japan in early January 1946. Dates of departure for other than the planning team were not known, but the Commander-in-Chief BCOF wanted the Australian component in Japan by the end of January. Nimmo indicated the need for the brigade group to be at Draft Priority 1 (DP1) before movement, with inoculations taking priority. On the following day, a brigade group routine order confirmed that AIF conditions of service would apply to BCOF service, an exchange allowance was payable, and a tax exemption would apply; war gratuities would continue for a year after hostilities ceased, the date for which had not yet been determined.38 Reinforcements for the brigade group continued to arrive, and on 3 January 50 personnel from the 2/31st Battalion at Balikpapan landed from HMAS Cessnock. On 5 January William Courtney, an Australian war correspondent, provided an insight for all ranks into conditions in Japan, with his technicolour films and commentary on ‘Japan Today’.39 Also an allotment of 500 Japanese swords was made to the brigade group by Headquarters Morotai Force in early January; the battalions were allocated about 65 each for distribution.40

Growing Impatience

On 8 January the commanding officer of the 65th Battalion addressed a letter to all ranks quoting a report appearing in the Brisbane Sunday Mail of 30 December 1945 on an army conference held in Melbourne the previous day. The paper had indicated that the brigade group was not expected to reach Japan before March at the earliest, and that until plans had been formally approved in Canberra, London and Washington, no formal announcement would be made. The letter sought to acknowledge the disappointment felt by all ranks at further delay and encouraged perseverance with the task of preparing for occupation duties, noting that waiting and delays were inherent in military service. It is not known whether other units or the brigade commander issued a similar letter.41 That evening a disturbance broke out in another unit’s lines with personnel raising complaints about the delay in the move to Japan. On direction, these were raised formally the next morning and a letter stating the grievances—lack of a sailing date, lack of a definite date for commencement of BCOF service and the need for contradiction of unfavourable press reports—was forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.42 The same day Lieutenant Colonel Colvin, administering command in the absence of Nimmo in Australia, advised a meeting of unit commanders that the first element of the brigade, about 3000, were expected to depart for Japan on or before 12 February, and the remainder in late February or early March.43

Nevertheless, despite attempts by officers and senior NCOs to discourage any unauthorised action, on 11 January a voluntary parade of a significant number of private soldiers and some junior NCOs took place on the brigade parade ground at about the normal morning parade time. Officers in a position to observe the parade noted that few if any senior NCOs took part. The parade spokesman invited Lieutenant Colonel Colvin, administering command of the brigade, to receive formal complaints from a small number of junior NCO unit representatives and to address the parade on the list of complaints drawn up the day before by the parade organisers. Primarily the complaints were concerned with the continuing delay in movement to Japan and related conditions of service. The troops seemed satisfied with the information received from Colvin and marched off in an orderly manner to their respective unit lines. Daily routine was re-established and patrolling to locate a number of escaped Japanese continued.44

Later that day, Brigade Headquarters received advice that conditions of service for Japan had been approved, including clarification on the length of service. This was to be for a minimum period of twelve months, to commence on 1 January 1946 for personnel recruited from formations outside Australia already on the posted strength of 34th Brigade on 31 December 1945; for all other personnel the twelve months would begin on arrival in Japan.45

In response to the voluntary parade of 11 January, Brigadier Nimmo, who had returned from Australia on 12 January, prepared a letter to be read at platoon level on 14 January, and the Minister for the Army, F.M. Forde, visited the brigade group on 23 January. Meanwhile, the Brisbane Courier-Mail ’s correspondent on Morotai, Stewart Legge, put the brigade group’s case to the public at home clearly and strongly; reporting that ‘with the exception of a few malcontents consistently seeking to work on the men’s impatience to get on with the job, to foment trouble, political and industrial discontent, all are keen to show the Japs and the rest of the Occupation forces how good a show the Australian Army can put on’. He emphasised the troops’ concern with the lack of appreciation in both public and official sectors of their formidable task, the poor quality of uniforms issued for wear in Japan, their indignation at home reports of a high incidence of VD, and above all their ‘need to be kept informed on all matters affecting their tasks’.46

This final point, of course, reflected the slow move to Japan, and showed that ‘the government had not taken into account the problem of maintaining a military force indefinitely in suspended animation’. It was now almost five months since the war with Japan had ended, four months since US forces had landed in Japan, and nearly three months since the concentration began on Morotai. The delay in sending the brigade to Japan reflected the lack of planning prior to the ceasefire, the priority accorded the repatriation of Allied and Japanese prisoners and army personnel across the South West Pacific Area, the limited shipping resources to meet these priorities, and the high level negotiations over zones of occupation in Japan.47
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Mr F.M Forde, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for the Army and Acting Minister for Defence, addressing the troops of the 34th Brigade at the Blockhouse Theatre, Mototai, on 23 January 1946. Approximately 5000 men heard his address and applauded at its conclusion. Mr Forde later visited units of the brigade and moved informally among the troops (AWM photo no. 124266).

On 14 January the brigade commander’s letter to all ranks regarding the parade of 11 January was read on parade under company arrangements. As an AIF soldier of two wars, he expressed his disappointment at the irregular method employed to bring complaints and opinions forward, but at the same time sympathised over the delay in movement to Japan. He then dealt in some detail with the main questions referred to him—the delay, allegations of VD, impressions of Japan being a pleasure tour, publicity on the role of BCOF, work not to be associated with Japanese PW, applications for release, standards of uniforms and compassionate leave. His final words, before enjoining those with grievances to raise them with the officer reading the letter, were:

I am jealous of the reputation of this Brigade and of AIF soldiers in general and I know the great majority of you feel the same way. But there are some men there whose job in life seems to be to wreck this Force by sowing discontent and by promoting foolish ‘protest’ parades which can only result in discredit to it. There are legitimate means whereby grievances can be aired with far greater prospect of success and without lowering our status and self-respect.

His views were reflected by the commanding officer of the 66th Battalion in his monthly war diary summary:

It was evident that the incident was not well received by men with long service. It was not in keeping with the traditions of the AIF which had been established over a long period of two world wars. To them there seemed no justifiable reason for the demonstration.

As a result of the parade of 11 January and the brigade commander’s letter, a number of personnel of the brigade group were released from their commitment and marched out to the General Details Depot for return to Australia.48 Grievances were given their final airing with the Minister for the Army during his visit on 23 January. He addressed the brigade group, promising to see that the government adhered to the condition of twelve months’ service in Japan, advising that he had sent instructions to Australia regarding the quality of uniforms, and that everything was being done to speed up departure. After visiting unit lines, he received lists of questions submitted by unit personnel representatives at Headquarters Morotai Force, for on-the-spot answers or for reference back to Australia.

Departure for Japan

On 24 January final details for the move to Japan were discussed at the brigade commander’s conference. The shipping to effect the move would comprise two LSTs, three ‘Victory’ ships, the Landing Ship Infantry (LSI) HMS Glengyle and one merchant ship, the River Murrumbidgee. Moving in two echelons, the first was planned to depart Morotai on 5 February arriving at Kure on 15 February, with the second departing on 10 February, arriving on 23 February. By the end of January, movement preparations caused the cancellation of company training at Sabotai, and conveniently the search for the Japanese war criminals was terminated with the capture of three by four members of C Company, 67th Battalion near the unit lines on 30 January; the two Japanese still free had been sighted on Raoe Island, off the central-western coast of Morotai, some 32 kilometres to the north-west of the base areas.49

From the first days of February, events moved swiftly towards the long-awaited departure for Japan—and all effort was directed towards preparation for the move. On 1 February, LST 321 arrived at Morotai to begin loading vehicles, stores and finally personnel. On 2 February the USS Stamford Victory berthed and began loading stores; and on the same day, Lieutenant R.P. Richardson and 17 Platoon, D Company, 67th Battalion embarked in the River Murrumbidgee for Labuan, to load brigade group vehicles and stores, thence to Japan. On 4 February HMS Glengyle arrived to begin loading, and on 5 February the brigade advance party departed in RAAF C–47s for Kure. One battalion war diary noted that morale was high, ‘as after long months of waiting, troops are able to see movement which will eventually lead to the performance of their tasks and duties in the Occupation force’.50
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Personnel from the mortar platoon, 65th Australian Infantry Battalion carrying out daily maintenance of their weapons on 26 January 1946. The platoon commander is Lieutenant S.D. Pattison (back to camera) (AWM photo no. 124331).

The main move to Japan began on 7 February, with the departure of the Stamford Victory. On the following day HMS Glengyle departed Morotai with the 65th and 67th Battalion main bodies embarked. Both the Glengyle and the Stamford Victory were to pick up RAAF personnel and stores at Labuan. There they were to be joined by five LSTs, the River Murrumbidgee and the frigate HMAS Murchison for the voyage to Kure. Following a rough and increasingly cold transit the USS Stamford Victory entered the Inland Sea of Japan on 13 February where the destroyer HMAS Arunta joined it for the passage to Kure Harbour.51
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The brass band of the 65th Australian Infantry Battalion play as the troops of the 34th Brigade march up the gangplank of the Taos Victory to sail to Japan (AWM photo no. 126193).

On 15 February Headquarters 34th Brigade Group closed at Morotai, to open at Kure on 21 February, and other elements of the 67th Battalion main body sailed from Morotai in the USS Taos Victory. With the departure of the 66th Battalion’s main body in the USS Pachaug Victory on 17 February, the battalions’ exodus from Morotai was complete except for rear details.52

These thoughts of the 66th Battalion’s advance party before disembarkation at Kure are probably typical of the three battalions, and indeed the brigade group:

It has been a long and weary way from El Alamein, where the tide of war turned, through New Guinea and Borneo, till, finally we gained this highest aim—the Occupation of Japan. The devastation before the eye was almost beyond description. Everyone realised the price the Japs had to pay for the evil machinations, which finally resulted in their own destruction . . . It would be difficult to describe that satisfaction and happiness which held in sway every Australian on the ship in Kure Harbour, the night before they finally set foot on Japanese soil. There was a silent distinguished triumph in the air . . . Not only those who are here, but the tens of thousands of other Australians—the maimed, the dead, and those who lost their reason in that most peculiar, and the cruellest of all wars ever fought, are here, landing at Kure. The long journey is over. Objective Nippon—reached.53



2 British Commonwealth Occupation Force Japan, 1946–48

Wayne Klintworth 

Memories of the heat and boredom of Morotai were soon forgotten when the members of 34th Australian Infantry Brigade arrived in Japan in February 1946. Their task as a part of the Australian component of the British Commonwealth Occupation Force was about to begin; the conclusion to long years of war and hardship. They had been, as had most Australians, conditioned by racial fear and the threat posed by Japan ever since it emerged as a major Asian power at the start of the century. That threat had become very real in 1942 and the memories of the bombing of Darwin, the submarine attack on Sydney, the bitter fighting in the islands, and the atrocities and inhuman treatment of prisoners, including Australians, were not forgotten or forgiven. The Japanese had now suffered the first defeat in their history and had surrendered virtually unconditionally after the intervention of the Emperor and the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.1

Some resistance to the occupation was expected. Weapons and stores had been secreted away in anticipation of invasion and the suicidal determination of the Japanese was demonstrated at Iwo Jima and Okinawa as US forces closed on the home islands. Warnings of the possibility of some active operations were provided during briefings and training on Morotai. In the event, the occupation of Japan following the war was to be uniquely successful and without major incident, reflecting not only the nature of the occupation and the performance of the occupying forces but also the culture of discipline in Japanese society. The tour of duty with BCOF was historically and geopolitically important at the time, and although there were real dangers, it was also an operation for which the participants would subsequently have to struggle to receive full recognition.

At first, however, the Australian forces were wary and distrustful and had little sympathy, and indeed great bitterness and hatred towards the Japanese people. They expected that they would have to be harsh in their treatment of the Japanese and anticipated some form of enmity, perhaps open hostility.2 Arriving off southern Honshu, the Australians lined the decks of the transports and surveyed the beauty of the island-studded Inland Sea. As the ships came closer to Kure though, the evidence of a defeated nation became apparent. They were greeted by grim sights of the partly sunken remnants of the Imperial Japanese Navy and the gutted industrial shoreline of what was once the largest naval base in Japan. Scattered around in the sea were the remains of several battleships, cruisers and two aircraft carriers sunk at anchor in the US bombing attacks that coincided with the Potsdam Declaration of 26 July 1945. Included was the hull of the 11,000 tonne cruiser Aoba, which had led the Japanese squadron into the Savo Strait, near Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands, on the night of 8 August 1942 where they sank the Australian cruiser HMAS Canberra and three US cruisers.3

[image: 9781741765335txt_0054_001]
MAP 2: Southern Japan. The 65th, 66th and 67th Battalions served in the British Commonwealth Occupation Force in Japan in the Hiroshima prefecture. The 65th and 66th Battalions returned to Australia at the end of 1948, and until it was deployed to Korea in September 1950, the 67th Battalion, renamed 3 RAR, remained in the Hiroshima prefecture.

The advance party of 34th Brigade, travelling in the USS Stamford Victory, arrived at Kure, on the Inland Sea on 13 February 1946. As noted in the previous chapter, for many soldiers, their arrival brought feelings of satisfaction, happiness and triumph, tempered by a sense of hostility and memories of the war. There was also the sense of adventure and a great deal of curiosity in seeing Japan. On disembarking they were welcomed by the strains of a Royal Navy band playing ‘Waltzing Matilda’, and the clicking of cameras by Japanese newspaper photographers. There were shouts of ‘You’ll be sorry’ from the crew of HMAS Hobart to which the troops answered with the song ‘You’d Be Far Better Off In A Home’.4

The bulk of the troops of 34th Brigade arrived at Kure over the next eight days in HMS Glengyle, USS Pachaug Victory and USS Taos Victory. On arrival they were marched from the wharf to the railway station through streets lined with sombre Japanese who warily observed the battle-hardened veterans in their broadbrimmed hats. One member recalled that there was ‘no noise, except muffled footsteps in the slush and snow . . . the Japanese were apprehensive on the day of our arrival, they were [very] aware of our presence’. The Japanese referred to the Australians as ‘Gorshu Jin’ meaning ‘man of the south’ and avoided the connotations of the term occupation forces by referring to them as ‘Shinshugun’ meaning ‘a forward element’.5

Initially BCOF was located so as to be self-contained in southern Honshu, in the Hiroshima prefecture. Despite the lack of facilities and amenities, the prefecture was accepted as it was the only remaining area of some prestige value with port access that General Douglas MacArthur was willing to offer to BCOF. Much of the southern part of the BCOF area had been badly damaged by bombing, particularly Kure, and of course Hiroshima, the centre of which had been devastated by the atomic bomb.6

The brigade was taken to temporary barracks at Kaitaichi, a former Japanese Army stores dump. Kaitachi was by the sea, about 24 kilometres north of Kure, and only a few kilometres from Hiroshima. The wooden buildings to be occupied had been storage sheds and some were without floors. ‘Space was their only attribute; otherwise they were cold, draughty and comfortless. It was a most depressing area, made worse by the hinterland of paddyfields and small unprepossessing villages.’ To make matters worse some of the Australians arrived for the Japanese winter clothed for the tropics; extra blankets and clothing arrived later. These circumstances combined with the snow and intense cold indicated that the tour of duty in Japan was going to be difficult as well as demanding. Despite the highly critical newspaper reports back in Australia about the conditions in Japan, there were few complaints from the troops who quickly got on with their job.7

Throughout its existence an Australian officer always commanded BCOF. Initially Lieutenant General J. (later Sir John) Northcott was Commander-in-Chief until 15 February 1946 when he became Governor of New South Wales. Lieutenant General H.C.H. (later Sir Horace) Robertson replaced him until November 1951 when Lieutenant General W. Bridgeford took command until the end of the occu-pation. Although under the operational control of the US Eighth Army, the Commander-in-Chief BCOF had direct access to General MacArthur on matters affecting the operational control of the force. The Commander-in-Chief was also responsible for the maintenance and administration of the BCOF. On matters of policy and administration he was responsible to the various contributing governments through the Joint Chiefs of Staff in Australia (JCOSA), established in Melbourne.8

The primary objective of the occupation forces was to ensure the implementation of the terms of the unconditional surrender that ended the war in September 1945. The task of exercising military government over Japan was the responsibility of the US forces. In its area of responsibility, BCOF was required to maintain military control and to supervise the demilitarisation and disposal of the remnants of the Japanese war machine. In addition, BCOF was ‘to represent worthily the British Commonwealth . . .’ and ‘to maintain and enhance British Commonwealth prestige . . .’, not only in the eyes of the Japanese but also of the rest of the world, particularly those in Asia. They were also to ‘impress on the Japanese people, as far as possible, the democractic way and purpose in life . . .’, which they would be shown for the first time only by virtue of the presence of the allied occupation forces. To Lieutenant General Northcott the job in Japan was ‘to play our part in the winning of the peace which is just as important as the task we had in winning the war . . . The success of our job will depend a great deal on the behaviour, discipline, military efficiency of every individual in the force as part of the Commonwealth team.’9 These were high ideals, but it remained for the soldiers to put them into practice.

Temperatures in February and March often did not rise much above freezing point and it was not long before braziers and fires were burning to provide warmth. The camp at Kaitaichi and its routine were quickly established. Japanese contractors and labourers were employed under strict supervision to assist in construction and maintenance. Instructions were issued on the treatment of the Japanese camp labourers, on routine, local leave, on dress, bearing, health, hygiene and the black-market. There were also warnings about VD and the dangers of locally brewed spirits. Particular attention was to be given to restrictions on fraternisation. This was to cause some controversy and resentment among the Australians, because the restrictions on the US forces were less rigorously applied, and because there was an initial lack of recreational facilities.

These restrictions were aimed at establishing a strict and ‘proper’ relationship between the occupation forces and the Japanese. As one historian later observed, the ‘conduct of Australian troops in Japan could have had a disastrous and lasting influence on post-war relations . . . had the troops not behaved with scrupulous correctness, very strong discipline . . . [had to be] maintained’. The need for strict discipline was to place great pressures on junior officers and NCOs requiring them to set and maintain the necessary standards and the level of activity through training, sport and recreation programs. According to one occupation force officer, ‘the real success came from keeping the units busy . . . [and] an excellent level of discipline was maintained’.10

Once the initial reconnaissance and planning were completed, the three battalions of 34th Brigade were deployed to conduct their occupation duties. The prefecture was divided into three areas of unit responsibility. The 65th Battalion was to be responsible for the eastern area, the 66th Battalion for the centre and the 67th Battalion was given the western area.11 Because of the remoteness of the eastern area and the availability there of the former naval air station barracks, it was decided to relocate 65th Battalion, and in late March the bulk of the battalion moved from Kaitaichi to the barracks at Fukuyama.

The congestion at Kaitaichi was further eased when the Brigade Headquarters and 66th Battalion moved to Hiro in July after the troops of the British and Indian Division (BRINDIV) had moved out. The 67th Battalion continued to use the barracks at Kaitaichi for the next two years, although its sub-units were to be widely dispersed throughout its area of responsibility.

With the departure of the BRINDIV troops from Hiroshima prefecture in June 1946, 34th Brigade took over responsibility for the whole of the prefecture. In July the Brigade Headquarters moved from Kaitaichi to Hiro, on the shores of the Inland Sea, where it remained throughout the occupation. During these first few months there was an important command change within the brigade as Nimmo was promoted to major general and recalled to Australia to command the 1st Military District. Brigadier R.N.L. Hopkins replaced him from 18 April.

Enforcing SCAP Directives—65th Battalion

Under the command of Lieutenant Colonel R.H. ‘Drover Dick’ Marson, 65th Battalion had a short period to settle into their barracks at Fukuyama. At the time the battalion was no more than two-thirds of its full strength with 24 officers and 408 other ranks. Most would be required almost immediately for guard duties to escort trainloads of Koreans travelling from northern Japan to be returned home. The trains carrying the Koreans (usually about 720 on each) and their escorts travelled on a thirteen-hour trip from Fukuyama to Hakata or to Moji, where they were met by American forces. By the end of March some 13,395 Koreans had been escorted to Hakata.

‘Sakura’ (cherry blossom) season was just beginning to transform the countryside in April as 65th Battalion began its regular duties to confirm Japanese compliance with the directives on disarmament and demilitarisation. The requirements were outlined in an instruction issued on 25 April, which directed that any military stores and installations were to be located and secured, black-market activities were to be stopped and general surveillance of the Japanese was to be maintained. Furthermore, ‘Every Japanese will be regarded as a potential agent for . . . subversive Japanese organisations or under cover espionage, or organisations of other nations. All ranks should . . . adopt an attitude of suspicious alertness . . .’12

Each week a census of civilian attitudes was conducted within the battalion area. It soon was apparent that while most Japanese were indifferent or resigned to the presence of the occupation forces, some regarded it as good. In general, they cooperated with the requirements of the occupation and in return they were free from unwarranted interference with individual liberty and property rights. In accordance with SCAP decrees, historical, cultural and religious objects and shrines were protected and preserved, and subject to the requirements of military security, freedom of speech, press, religion and assembly were allowed.

In view of the presence in Japan of hundreds of thousands of repatriated soldiers and the potential for the formation of subversive organisations, the possibility of some organised resistance or guerilla activities could not be ignored. In anticipation of such eventualities, all units had to prepare and rehearse defensive plans.

65th Battalion’s plan for the Fukuyama–Onomichi area was prepared in April, and though events were to prove there was never any danger of an uprising by the Japanese, this was unknown at the time. Greater danger emerged from the possibility of natural disasters, such as typhoons, floods, earthquakes and tidal waves. Disaster plans for these events were also prepared in each area to protect the occupation forces and their installations, and to provide assistance and relief to the Japanese.13 The battalion began regular patrols and road reconnaissances around Fukuyama.

As two battalion officers later explained:

The Intelligence Section would be given ‘targets’ to investigate by BCOF HQ, in the form of grid references for dumps of Japanese war materials. Int[telligence] Section would be given an interpreter from the Combined Services Detailed Interrogation Section (usually a Sergeant) . . . [They] would locate the dump and then recommend the appropriate disposal action . . . [The] usual approach was to ask for the headman of the village or the ‘responsible person’. The ‘responsible person’ was the man who at the end of the war had been entrusted with the key to the store, but often would be unaware of the contents. The gear was usually untouched. It might be vacuum tubes for radios or even mustard gas . . . Warlike stores were destroyed. Other stores were kept for use by the administration or returned to the Japanese economy.

Information on ‘targets’ came from US Counter Intelligence, which received most of its data from the Japanese themselves.14

The collection of weapons was also carried out with the assistance of the Japanese.

In each area the local police chief was instructed to collect and label all arms in his area and display them in his police station. Swords classified as ‘works of art’ were returned to their owners while the remainder of the weapons were confiscated.15 One of the most important tasks of the occupation forces was to supervise the democratisation and political reform of Japan. The involvement of the Australians, however, was limited to supervising elections, and the first general elections in postwar Japan were held in April 1946. Each battalion provided several small teams of observers to cover the elections and despite some extremely vigorous campaigning by some of the parties no serious incidents were noted. The number of voters turned out to be higher than had been forecast and although the proportion of women who voted was low, it was regarded as better than had been hoped for.

Later in April, D Company, under the command of Captain C.H.A. East, was deployed to Onomichi on the coast, south-west of Fukuyama. The population of Onomichi was approximately 80,000 and D Company was given responsibility for the enforcement of SCAP directives and ensuring that law and order prevailed. It was known to Captain East that Onomichi was a black-marketing and smuggling centre with contraband being shipped from Japan to places such as Formosa. Such criminal activities involved mainly Koreans and Formosans with the Japanese police themselves being quite afraid of the former. The company started work and met with immediate success. In one raid on some warehouses they found about 100 tonnes of foodstuffs while a patrol on the island of Mukai Shima came across a large oil dump containing about 14,000 drums of oil. One of the most successful Australian operations was conducted on 5 July, when at 1.00 am the company raided two 80-tonne ships off Onomichi. With information from a Korean national, a joint operation was planned and put into effect by Captain East. ‘One understrength platoon plus interpreter was nominated as the strike force, on a commandeered motorised fishing boat. One other platoon was earmarked as a reserve, while . . . [the] Headquarters was set up with the Chief of Police at his Police Station. An observation team of plain clothes Japanese police watched the activities of both vessels.’ When one of the vessels slipped its moorings the pursuit by the strike force began. ‘After ignoring calls to heave-to, Captain G. McLean (company second-in-command) ordered a Bren gun mounted in the bow [to open fire] . . . a half magazine was fired . . . the target vessel stopped and was searched.’ The search revealed a hoard of contraband, including £7,000 worth of gold, $2,000 in US currency, a bag of pearls, a quantity of medical supplies and about 80 bags of rice. The second vessel was also searched but no contraband was found.16 Although this raid was unopposed, the risks became apparent when divers later recovered a number of weapons that had been thrown overboard by the crews of the raided vessels. The success of the operation was in part due, surprisingly, to the effective and efficient cooperation of some of the ‘former enemy’. Results such as these proved to be a great boost to morale.

Many of the occupation duties, particularly in 1946, involved activities designed to reinforce upon the Japanese the lesson of their defeat. In addition to normal guard requirements in their own areas of responsibility, the brigade provided guards in Tokyo in rotation at various locations in the city including the Imperial Palace with the other units of BCOF. Large crowds of Japanese and of other occupation force members often turned out to watch the occasions and be impressed by the drill and bearing of the guards with their blancoed webbing. In May–June, A Company represented the 65th Battalion in a composite AIF battalion and in September the complete battalion went to Tokyo. Accommodated at Ebisu Camp, the duties in Tokyo also allowed off-duty members of the battalion an opportunity for local leave in the city. A former member recalled that: ‘Guard duty in Tokyo was popular, not only for social reasons. The soldiers enjoyed the ceremonial [aspects] . . . the symbolic message to the Japanese was unmistakable . . . [and] it was the New Zealanders, not Australians, who went fishing in the Imperial Palace Moat using hand grenades (and then sold the Imperial carp!).’17 After the Tokyo guard, companies of the battalion were deployed for guard duties in Kure, Hiro and on Eta Jima. Another task, which was carried out by all the battalions throughout the prefecture, was the flag march. Units or sub-units, bearing arms and carrying flags, would parade through the cities, villages and countryside. D Company of the 65th Battalion conducted such a march through Onomichi on 4 May led by the battalion band and met an ‘enthusiastic’ response from the Japanese who watched.

Towards the end of the year, construction work began on permanent barracks at Fukuyama, and this continued for the next seven months before the battalion was able to move in. In the meantime the battalion was scattered in a number of locations carrying out duties, mainly providing guards. In January 1947, A Company was at Hiro, B Company and C Company on Eta Jima, D Company, less one platoon, was at Onomichi, Battalion Headquarters was at Onomichi, Headquarters Company at Fukuyama, and one platoon of D Company was at Kobe Base.
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Members of the 65th Australian Infantry Battalion marching off to relieve guard posts outside the Imperial Palace, Tokyo, 26 September 1946. The battalion had just taken over guard responsibilities from the 2/5th Royal Gurkha Rifles (AWM photo no. 131480).

It was noticeable that even during the last months of 1946 the occupation duties were changing and becoming less onerous. Less effort was required to conduct the supervision of the demilitarisation of Japan and most activity centred on the guard duties, which enabled the battalion to devote more time and attention to training.

The fighting efficiency of the battalion was not Lieutenant Colonel Marson’s only concern. By October 1946 he was concerned at the increasing involvement of members in minor crime and black-market activities. The rising incidence of petty crime in 1946 was a problem throughout the occupation forces including the Australian component. To a large extent it was a result of the circumstances the occupation forces were placed in. There was a great deal of temptation in the widespread black-market in postwar Japan; army rations, equipment and clothing were much sought after. Bartering and exchange of cigarettes or food, sometimes for yen, were common occurrences. The latter was partly reduced by the introduction of British Armed Forces Special Vouchers, a sterling paper currency that was used to pay soldiers. Incidents of involvement in larger scale criminal activities did occur amongst the occupation forces. Australians who were caught were disciplined, some were court-martialled and returned to Australia. An important part of the answer to the problem, however, lay in the provision of amenities and entertainment, the organisation of sport and particularly the conduct of training.18 Training routine within the 65th Battalion was established and the companies began a series of field firing and range practices for the first time since arriving in Japan. The field firing took place at Hachihonmatsu, some sixteen kilometres north-east of Kaitaichi.

Training continued during 1947, and although the sub-units were scattered and there were many personnel changes, individual training began to include minor tactics, map reading, fieldcraft, as well as drill and weapons training. Specialist training for signallers, mortarmen and machine-gunners also commenced. Sport and competitions remained regular afternoon activities, and were important in building esprit de corps. The institution in 1947 of the Gloucester Cup, a military skills competition between the regular battalions, attracted considerable attention and keen competition as the platoons sought to represent the battalion.19 The new barracks at Fukuyama were not quite completed in May 1947 when the battalion moved in, but for the first time in many months the unit was together in one location. The barracks were much more suitable and comfortable, and posed less of a fire risk than previous accommodation. Eventually the facilities would include a rifle range, swimming pool and tennis courts. The barracks were named Vasey Barracks in honour of the commander of the 7th Division, 1942–44, Major General George Vasey, who was killed in an aircraft crash on 5 March 1945; it was from the 7th Division that the majority of members of the battalion had come when it was raised in 1945.

With the withdrawal of the British and Indian forces in 1947, the 65th Battalion’s area of responsibility was expanded to include the island of Shikoku. No garrision was maintained on the island; however, control over it was maintained by frequent visits, patrols and raids. On 25 June, for example, the commanding officer led a party to raid the Demobilisation and Repatriation Centre at Zentsuji. The area and buildings were cordoned off and searched but nothing was found.

The battalion strength in March 1948 was 30 officers and 426 other ranks; by July 1947 it had fallen to 28 officers and 232 other ranks. This rundown in strength was initially to prove a blessing in disguise, for whereas the occupation duties in 1946 required a large number of personnel, by 1948 this was no longer necessary. The changing nature of the duties in Japan became more pronounced in 1948. The changes allowed the units to be drawn in closer to the headquarters and the central area of Hiroshima without prejudicing their occupation responsibilities.

In March the 65th Battalion was notified that it was to move to Eta Jima after nearly two years at Fukuyama. Lieutenant Colonel Marson regretted the move ‘as the camp [at Fukuyama] and area are as perfect as could be desired’. Notice of the move coincided with the departure of Marson on 19 April, after 30 months as the commanding officer. Major T.E. Archer, the battalion second-in-command, assumed command and remained in this capacity until after the battalion returned to Australia in December 1948.

The move to Eta Jima was completed in May with Vasey Barracks being handed over to the US Army. The remaining months in Japan were to be onerous because of the low strength of the battalion. Guard duties were divided between Eta Jima and Tokyo, and in July it was necessary to send the whole battalion to Tokyo, because of its reduced strength.

Meanwhile, in response to severe manpower problems within the army back in Australia and because the cost of maintaining the bulk of the army in Japan could no longer be sustained, in June instructions had been received outlining the reduction and reorganisation of BCOF. This included the withdrawal and return to Australia of most of the major Australian units. The Citizen Military Forces (CMF) were to be re-formed in 1948 and would require large numbers of regular soldiers to train and administer them. It had also become apparent that most of the major tasks of the allied occupation were complete. The Australian government therefore decided to reduce the commitment of BCOF but hoped to retain some influence over the final settlement with Japan by the continued presence of at least a significant component of the Australian Army. In September 1948, it was advised that both 65th and 66th Battalions would be withdrawn from BCOF. The next few months were taken up with preparations for the return to Australia and the transfer of some men to the 67th Battalion, which was to remain in Japan. The move back to Australia began on 24 September when an advance party departed in MV Australia. On 7 December the battalion sailed for Australia in HMAS Kanimbla.

Guard Parades and Guard Duty—66th Battalion

Under the command of Lieutenant Colonel George Colvin, 66th Battalion arrived in Japan with a strength of 27 officers and 553 other ranks. After settling in to the camp at Kaitaichi the battalion began its duties in March 1946 with local patrolling and the deployment of A, B and C Companies under the command of Major R.G. Jenkinson to Kure for six weeks. This force, known as Jenko Force, was tasked to guard various tunnels and dumps in Kure and Kure wharf. The tasks very rapidly took on the seriousness expected. By the end of March there had been several occasions when shots were fired at suspects who refused to halt at night when challenged; in addition, a number of Japanese civilians who were found in the vicinity of the ammunition dumps were arrested. Some of the Japanese were found to be in possession of stolen food and were handed over to the Japanese police. A mobile picquet consisting of one officer and 25 other ranks was also maintained on stand-by at all times in case of emergency. On many occasions they were employed to put on demonstrations of strength to the Japanese. On 21 March, for instance, under Lieutenant D.R. McLeod, they deployed to the railway station in Kure. Armed in battle order with rifles and bayonets, Owen submachine guns and light machine-guns, all with charged magazines, they leapt from their transport and secured and searched the buildings. After ten minutes they returned to their vehicles and moved on to a market place where a similar demonstration was put on. On such occasions, however, the response of the Japanese might have seemed disconcerting. They did not appear impressed with these displays of military efficiency and either ignored them or looked on with little expression.
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Troops of the 66th Australian Infantry Battalion (Jenko Force) overlooking Ninoshima on 27 May 1946. The inlets, islands, pine trees and terraced fields became familiar to the Australians who were carrying out reconnaissance and security patrols on the various islands of the Inland Sea (AWM photo no. 129959).

From April the battalion was widely scattered with elements in Kaitaichi, Hiro, Hachihonmatsu, Tokyo and on the island of Eta Jima. Companies were rotated through the patrolling and guard duties on Eta Jima, with C and D Companies deployed there in late April. Their tasks were to guard the Headquarters BCOF area and the extensive Japanese weapons and ammunition dumps on the island. Once established they prepared inventories of the ammunition and equipment and then assisted with the disposal of the ammunition; many thousands of cases of mixed ammunition were dumped at sea. Some of the ammunition was found to have come from Britain, France, Germany, Japan, Italy as well as some consigned from ordnance depots in Sydney. As it was usual for one of these companies to be fully employed providing guards and the other to provide patrols to secure the arsenal, there was little time for training. During the absence of C and D Companies, security patrols around Kaitaichi were maintained by the remainder of the battalion and in May–June B Company went to Tokyo to represent the battalion in the combined guard. Work to refurbish the proposed new barracks at Hiro began in May.

Another task required a platoon to occupy the Hachihonmatsu area to guard the ammunition dumps at Kawakami and Yonemitsu. 7 Platoon, A Company, under the command of Lieutenant J.W. King, was the first platoon to be given this task, and was confronted with a variety of activities. On 2 May patrols in Saijo were required to disperse crowds of Koreans who had taken advantage of their ‘free’ status and were demonstrating against any form of Japanese authority. Platoon patrols collected information on the terrain and civilian activities, and observed the movement of many demobilised Japanese servicemen passing through Saijo each day. The major task was, however, to guard and later assist with the transfer and disposal of the tonnes of ammunition, explosives and poisonous gases in the magazines. In August 12 Platoon, B Company, under the command of Lieutenant H.M. Fox (who had been a prisoner of the Japanese during the war) took over this duty, and assisted in the disposal of 508 tonnes of mustard and lewisite gases, 267 tonnes of explosives, and the transfer to BCOF units of 92,000 litres of gasoline and oils. The destruction of the ammunition and explosives took place at Haramura, formerly a Japanese Army manoeuvre area, which was to become the main field training area for the three Australian battalions during the occupation and later for the Commonwealth forces during the Korean War.
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Members of the 66th Australian Infantry Battalion (Jenko Force) at Kanokawa on Eta Jima inspecting Japanese midget submarines along with a large quantity of 16-inch naval shells lying on the beach (AWM photo no. 129967).

On 10 July the main body of the battalion moved the short distance from Kaitaichi to their own camp, known as North Camp at Hiro. The barracks here had previously been part of a Japanese arsenal and provided accommodation for workers. They were an improvement on the warehouse accommodation at Kaitaichi; however, work on improving the amenities at Hiro began almost immediately. This included establishing a sportsground, theatre, a unit beer garden and a snack bar. In September construction work on the permanent barracks began.

The move to Hiro was greeted with mixed feelings. They had been in Kaitaichi for six months and the Hiro area was found to be uninteresting and, being poorly drained, unhealthy. The battalion now had an area of responsibility of approximately 2080 square kilometres in the centre of Hiroshima prefecture. Because this area included some 60 islands in the Inland Sea, patrols included visits to some of them. From August the battalion, except for the platoon at Hachihonmatsu, was together at Hiro, and for the remainder of the year was active with occupation duties. Two major operations during this period were Operation Foxum and Operation Ludo. Operation Foxum was a brigade operation intended to detect any contravention of SCAP Directives 519 and 642 on education and prostitution. The operation began on 2 September with teams conducting a snap inspection of nineteen schools searching for and confiscating militaristic and ultra-nationalistic propaganda and books. Phase two of the operation involved the surprise investigation of brothels to detect the forbidden practice of licensed prostitution. The SCAP Directive had abolished licensed prostitution and declared null any contracts binding women to serve as prostitutes.20 Operation Ludo was conducted on 26 September when B Company (Captain A.P.A. Denness) raided the town of Kinoe and the shipping in its harbour. The raid, in response to the discovery of a smuggling boat on 19 September, was less successful and revealed no further contravention of directives.

Training was limited for the remainder of the year but an NCO training cadre was established to train junior NCOs in their responsibilities, particularly drill, military law, instructional method, sentry and guard procedures. In August companies began field-firing exercises and field training at Haramura. Activity programs for the companies now comprised four hours of formal training each day, including organised PT, drill and lectures. The emphasis changed to drill in December as the battalion prepared for guard duties in Tokyo, beginning on 6 January 1947. November and December 1946 were also a period of reorganisation and administration as replacements from Australia arrived and members prepared to go home on leave or discharge. By mid-November the battalion strength had risen to 30 officers and 885 other ranks.

The availability of amenities improved later in the year when the Anzac Club in Hiro was opened for all BCOF other ranks and the Brigade Holiday Club began offering hotel accommodation in Tokyo, Kyoto, Kobe and Beppu. Local leave had to be curtailed in September due to outbreaks of cholera and many areas were placed out of bounds. Two buildings of the new barracks at Hiro were completed in late October and by the end of December the whole battalion had moved there. The Pioneer Platoon helped transform the area by constructing sports fields, and even ‘managed to convert a static fire fighting water tank into an adequate swimming pool, which was no mean feat in view of the controls on resources’.21 Despite the improving conditions and increasing attention to training, there was a disturbing increase in petty crime and an unenviable record of venereal disease. These problems applied generally amongst the Australian component of BCOF and not only within the three battalions of the brigade. Those members involved in crime were dealt with accordingly; preventing the troops from catching venereal diseases was a more difficult problem.

The limited amenities and provisions for leave were closely associated with an increasing incidence of venereal disease among the Australians in 1946. Prostitution was a common occurrence in the Hiroshima area; it had always been permitted by the Japanese, and in the economic conditions that existed after the war it was the only way some women could survive. By June 1946, the rates of incidence (ten to fifteen cases confirmed per week within the brigade) were of such concern to Brigadier Hopkins and the unit commanders that a concerted campaign was begun to reduce the incidence and alert soldiers to the dangers. The steps taken included placing brothel areas out of bounds, lectures and films, disciplinary action, loss of privileges, the establishment of unit anti-VD teams and treatment centres, and the issuing of a brigade instruction on the control of VD on 28 June 1946. Although the incidence of VD was reduced the problem persisted and was adversely reported in Australia. The reports were eventually raised in parliament and resulted in special investigations being initiated. These concluded that the press reports were greatly exaggerated and that the incidence of crime and venereal disease was relatively lower than that in major Australian cities.22 Duties in Tokyo began on 6 January 1947 with the ceremonial guard change at the Imperial Palace. The battalion took over their responsibilities from 5th/1st Punjab Regiment. One of the highlights of the tour was the battalion parade on 27 January on the Plaza to commemorate Australia Day. A number of important guests were in attendance and witnessed the investiture by Lieutenant General Robertson of members of the battalion with decorations awarded during the war.

The flag march at Saijo on 20 September 1946 by C Company, 66th Battalion. Spectators watched from the doorways and windows and ‘clapped as the Australians marched by, but the applause was obviously too well rehearsed to be sincere’. Above the saluting base of the Saijo branch of the Geibi Bank were hung the flag of the 66th Battalion, the Union Jack and the Australian flag. The salute was taken by the commanding officer, Lieutenant Colonel G.E. Colvin. The local chief of police, mayor and town officials were invited to be present. In the photograph, 14 Platoon, led by Lieutenant D.R. McLeod, is marching past (AWM photo no. 131987).

For 66th Battalion, the period after returning from Tokyo was marked by a more vigorous training program. General education in arithmetic, English and social studies was required for six hours each week and individual training for all ranks was given increased emphasis in preparation for unit training in the coming summer. The battalion established an NCO school at Hachihonmatsu and conducted range practices and courses in small arms at Haramura. During this period of activity command of the battalion passed from Lieutenant Colonel Colvin to Lieutenant Colonel Malcom McArthur. McArthur actively supported the battalion band, then under Sergeant H.J. Silk, and selected the Japanese popular tune ‘The Apple Song’, now entitled ‘Ringo’, as the battalion march.23

Training activities expanded in August with a battalion-controlled training program commencing on 10 August. The battalion, less D Company which remained on guard duties at Hiro, marched to their respective company training areas near Haramura and at Sambe Yama (Shimane prefecture). Using tactical doctrine that emphasised the techniques employed in north-west Europe in 1944–45, the collective training culminated with Exercise Bunger on 25–26 August, which was a demonstration of a company attack supported by RAAF Mustangs, a troop of guns from A Field Battery and the supporting weapons of the battalion.

Much of the remaining months of 1947 and 1948 were taken up with increasingly onerous guard duties and then preparations for the return to Australia in December 1948. Guard detachments were sent to Kaitaichi, Eta Jima, Kobe and the battalion went to Tokyo in November 1947, in May and in September 1948. The strength of the battalion had fallen substantially (22 officers and 208 other ranks in July 1948) and the organisation of training became very difficult. One of the main activities of this period was the preparation and competition for the Gloucester Cup. McArthur’s command of 66th Battalion ended in February 1948 when he returned to Australia.

The second-in-command, Major C.F.G. McKenzie, assumed command until the appointment of Lieutenant Colonel Stuart Graham, in August.

After the announcement in September that the battalion would be withdrawn from BCOF, preparations began for the return to Australia. As with the 65th Battalion, an advance party departed in September and transfers to the 67th Battalion began. The battalion sailed with the 65th Battalion in HMAS Kanimbla on 7 December.

Training in Japan—67th Battalion

On arrival at Kaitaichi, 67th Battalion occupied accommodation vacated by the 186th US Infantry Regiment. Shortly afterwards they escaped the draughty huts and moved into the nearby workmen’s quarters of the Nippon Steel Company, which were found to be more comfortable with four or five men to a room. The battalion, in February 1946, was about two-thirds of its full strength with 28 officers and 513 other ranks, and was under the command of Lieutenant Colonel D.R.

Jackson. Occupation duties commenced at the beginning of March when A, B and D Companies where deployed to Otake and Ujina for tasks which were to occupy the battalion for much of the next two years. A Company, under command of Captain R.R. Escott, went to Otake, about 56 kilometres south-west of Kaitaichi, with the task of supervising the Japanese repatriation centre in the former naval barracks. B and D Companies, both under command of Captain J.C. Paterson, had a similar task at Ujina, which was a waterfront suburb of Hiroshima. Ujina itself was used as a repatriation centre for non-Japanese, including Koreans, Ryukuans and Formosans before they returned to their homelands. The island of Ninoshima, three kilometres offshore from Ujina, was used for the processing and quarantine of Japanese returning from overseas. Ujina was the largest of the two main repatriation centres for the whole of Japan.

The role of Otake Force and Ujina Force, as they were known, was to ensure that the repatriation centres were conducted as required by allied policy. It was necessary to ensure customs, quarantine and medical procedures were carried out, and that the incoming Japanese were made aware of the presence of the occupation forces. Brigadier Hopkins described the arrival of the incoming Japanese soldiers, sailors and civilians:

Here we saw the reception, customs search, medical examination and demobilisation of nearly half a million Japanese soldiers returned from operational areas overseas.

The delousing system was necessary, not only against lice, but to prevent the introduction of insect-borne tropical diseases . . . Picture a large shed with files of soldiery waiting in front of a row of young women, each armed with a high-pressure DDT spray! The whole effect was rather like a shearing shed. The victim was literally seized and a jet of DDT powder sprayed on his hair, down his neck, front and back, beneath his waist-belt front and back. He was then pushed out of way, and the next in line took his place.24

HQ and C Companies of the battalion were also deployed in March, but their task was on the island of Eta Jima. Under the command of Major I.B. Ferguson, they were required to obtain information about the military installations on the island and to destroy anti-aircraft guns, powder, ammunition and equipment. Known as Eta Jima Force, they were accommodated in the former Japanese Naval Academy. Patrols soon confirmed the island to be a huge arsenal, honeycombed with tunnels, warehouses and factories all containing many thousands of tonnes of materials. The local population consisted of some 60,000 people, most of whom were fishermen or farmers. In general, these Japanese were also found to be apathetic towards the occupation, although some were friendly and others were obviously afraid. Major Ferguson also had the duty of regularly inspecting several former Imperial Japanese Navy warships at anchor nearby, some of which still had their crews onboard.25 The task on Eta Jima ended on 26 March when the 2nd New Zealand Division Cavalry Regiment arrived to take over the responsibility.

Training opportunities were limited during the first few months of 1946. Nonetheless, drill and weapons training were daily activities, and a training cadre was established to assist in unit training. By May, range practices were being conducted; and in July, field-firing practices began at Haramura. In May the battalion was represented by C Company in the AIF battalion on guard duties in Tokyo. This was the first occasion that Australian or BCOF troops were to carry out this task and it had been decided that it was appropriate for the first guard to be a composite battalion. The AIF battalion included troops from the three battalions and was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Jackson.

[image: 9781741765335txt_0070_001]
Private Gallagher of the 65th Battalion watches over repatriates coming ashore on 27 June 1946. The repatriates were formerly Japanese prisoners of war from Singapore. On arrival at Ujina ‘they received inoculations, DDT sprays and a cup of tea’ (AWM photo no. 131645).

Aside from the continuing commitment to supervise the repatriation centres in 1946, the battalion also carried out a number of patrols into the western and northern sectors of Hiroshima prefecture. Although concentrating on Hiroshima and its surrounding areas, reconnaissance patrols extended to Miyoshi, Yoshida, Kake and Shobara. A number of these patrols were known as ‘mob recce’ and involved surveillance of demonstrations, particularly by Koreans, but also by Japanese workers protesting about their poor working conditions. Other major responsibilities were the provision of guards at the British Commonwealth Base in Kure and HQ BCOF on Eta Jima, and assistance with the disposal of equipment on Itsukushima. It was during one of the guard duties in Kure that one of the most serious accidents involving Australian troops occurred. On 24 June two members of the battalion were killed and fifteen were injured when a train at a level crossing struck their truck. In September the battalion participated in the brigade’s Operation Foxum. For much of this time, however, the battalion was widely scattered in the areas of company responsibilities.26 The attitude of the Japanese was continually observed and reported by all the occupation forces. Initial impressions of the men were of apathy and disinterest; later it was noticed that there appeared to be a desire amongst many of the Japanese to see the occupation continue, quite probably because they found that they fared better under the new administration. Attitudes were generally found to be favourable and a survey of public opinion conducted in Hiroshima City on 5 September appeared to confirm this fact. The Japanese seemed particularly impressed by the bearing and discipline of the occupation forces.

By January 1947 the strength of the battalion had increased to 32 officers and 958 other ranks. As the other battalions had found, occupation force duties were becoming less demanding on the unit and more routine. Training, particularly of the reinforcements and junior NCOs, was given a higher priority. Time was also now available for the conduct of unit specialist courses such as for signals operators, regimental police, intelligence staff and medical orderlies. On 5 March, Lieutenant Colonel Jackson departed from the battalion and was replaced on 21 March by Lieutenant Colonel Fergus MacAdie. In the intervening period, the second-in-command, Major Ferguson, administered command as he was to do on many occasions.

In April the battalion took its turn in providing the ceremonial and non-ceremonial guard duties in Tokyo, relieving the 1st Battalion, Mahratta Light Infantry Regiment on a ceremonial parade on the Plaza on 3 April. They were in turn relieved by the 4th New Zealand Guard Battalion on 3 May. The battalion then returned to Kaitaichi and began once again its duties at Ujina and Otake. Additional duties were to provide a platoon as guard at the Brigade Field Punishment Centre on Ninoshima and the provision of demonstration troops for the British Commonwealth Army Training School (BCATS). Warning was also received in May that the battalion would move to Okayama in November following the withdrawal of the 268th Indian Infantry Brigade.

In July the battalion established a training camp at Nippombara, a former Japanese field-firing range. Under the supervision of Major Ferguson, the companies rotated through concentrated training and field-firing exercises. Training for the first Gloucester Cup competition at the end of the year was begun in September. In a closely contested competition, 67th Battalion were eventual winners. The significance of this competition, however, lay more with its contribution towards the development of team spirit within the battalions.

One of the battalion’s more significant operations was conducted at the end of September 1947. Operation Cave was a raid on a large copper mine at Niihama, on Shikoku Island. A and C Companies under command of Major A.F.P. Lukyn carried out a surprise seaward approach to isolate the mine area. They then searched unsuccessfully for precious metals, war materials and black-market food supplies. In November the battalion began its move to Okayama where black-market activities had flourished and the battalion patrolled the areas where it occurred.

The diminishing nature of duties and the reduction in the strength of the occupation forces in 1948 were reflected in the tasks of the 67th Battalion. In February and March there were guard duties in Tokyo, and in May, after seven months at Okayama, the battalion, now with only 276 members, moved to Hiro after handing over Okayama prefecture to US Forces. With the announcement of plans to reduce and reorganise BCOF, preparations were made for rebuilding the battalion to full strength. The strength of the battalion, however, continued to fall as it was not possible to disband the other battalions, and recruiting in Australia was very low. By October the battalion consisted of only 24 officers and 212 other ranks. In July 1948, command of the battalion passed to Lieutenant Colonel Ken Mackay.

In the latter months of the year the battalion conducted field-firing practices at Haramura and range practices at Hiro. With the impending withdrawal of the other two battalions, NCO cadre training began in anticipation of an infux of reinforcements. However, the slowness of the arrival of reinforcements caused Mackay to make representation to Brigadier Hopkins and the battalion was forced to use Japanese guards to secure their lines in October when they were required for guard duty in Tokyo.

On 20 November the brigade marched through the streets of Kure for the last time, and the final parade in Japan was held on 22 November on the parade ground in Hiro. The occasion was not regarded as a festive one. The conditions and fortunes of the BCOF had changed over the previous two years. Now the number of troops on parade was few and the spectators numbered only a couple of dozen. When 65th and 66th Battalions departed on 7 December, 67th Battalion was still well under strength. In December reinforcements from the other Australian components of BCOF brought the battalion up to 23 officers and 324 other ranks, enabling it to re-form its second rifle company. Guard duties were still required but the task had been made less burdensome with the reduction of the requirement in Tokyo to about one company. A guard company was established within the battalion for this purpose.

The battalion continued its other occupation duties in December. B Company, under command of Major East (recently arrived from the 65th Battalion), was ordered to Ube on the coast to re-establish control following a series of violent demonstrations by large numbers of Koreans. In ‘a display of strength . . . the company paraded through Ube’s main thoroughfares with fixed bayonets twice over a three day period’.27 No further incidents occurred and the company returned to Hiro with the grateful thanks of the mayor and the chief of police.

The battalion also took part in Operation Interception involving sea patrols to parts of Shikoku Island in search of illegal Korean immigrants. Nine illegal immigrants were apprehended and contraband worth approximately ¥8 million (less than $8000) was seized. Guard duties were also provided to Kure docks and Tokyo.

The close of 1948 brought with it an end to the major Australian contribution to the military occupation of Japan. The conduct and success of the occupation leading to the emergence of modern Japan was unique in history and a tribute to all involved, and particularly to the administration of General MacArthur. From an Australian viewpoint, these events have never been adequately recorded and/or recognised. The commitment was a significant event in Australia’s postwar foreign relations at a time of very active involvement in world affairs.

It also had significant implications for the development of the regular army in Australia. The commitment to BCOF meant that Australian forces were maintained on ‘active service’ from the conclusion of the war, thus allowing the nucleus of the Australian Regular Army to develop and become established, albeit outside of mainland Australia. The basis of the current regular army was therefore laid directly on the experience and knowledge of men who had served through the war, whether originally enlisting as a part of the Permanent Military Forces (PMF), the Australian Imperial Force or the Citizen Military Forces, and who had then volunteered for service in Japan. The traditions and experience were duly passed on and embodied in the Australian Regular Army, which was now established, and increasingly officered by men trained at the Royal Military College, thus making a significant break with the traditional role of the PMF. The Australian component of BCOF, particularly the 34th Australian Infantry Brigade, established from the wartime forces, carried on the traditions and standards that had come to be expected of Australian forces. It was shown to be disciplined and highly professional in the performance of its occupation duties.
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