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			The historical dictionaries present essential information on a broad range of subjects, including American and world history, art, business, cities, countries, cultures, customs, film, global conflicts, international relations, literature, music, philosophy, religion, sports, and theater. Written by experts, all contain highly informative introductory essays of the topic and detailed chronologies that, in some cases, cover vast historical time periods but still manage to heavily feature more recent events.

			Brief A–Z entries describe the main people, events, politics, social issues, institutions, and policies that make the topic unique, and entries are cross-referenced for ease of browsing. Extensive bibliographies are divided into several general subject areas, providing excellent access points for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more. Additionally, maps, photographs, and appendixes of supplemental information aid high school and college students doing term papers or introductory research projects. In short, the historical dictionaries are the perfect starting point for anyone looking to research in these fields.
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			Editor’s Foreword

		

		
			The love of sports is worldwide, and at virtually any moment of the day or night, some major competition is going on somewhere in the world, viewed by large audiences who enjoy the sport passively and sometimes actively. But there are two times every four years when sports lovers are fixated on the most extraordinary show on earth, the Olympic Games in the summer and the Winter Olympic Games, where the best athletes from all countries contend in one competition after the other. With thousands of participants and tens of millions of viewers, these games outshine anything else of the sort. They vastly dwarf the original Olympics, going back to the ancient Greeks, and also the early attempts at re-creating them, first in various aborted projects, and then as fashioned single-mindedly by Pierre de Coubertin and other pioneers. Today, there is a whole “machine” that produces Olympic Games, starting with the International Olympic Committee, the National Olympic Committees, the various International Federations, and countless other bodies. Although this “machine” is absolutely necessary to keep the Olympic Movement going, it does generate problems. And these, too, are part of the present world of sports.

			This makes the task of the Historical Dictionary of the Olympic Movement a genuine challenge, but one that is accomplished periodically as more and more material is collected and added. This time, once again, the chronology of the Olympic Movement is somewhat longer, as is the chronology of the Summer and Winter Games, while remaining essential for those who want to survey the long course of events. The list of acronyms is even denser, but necessary to identify the organizational players. The introduction discusses more achievements and also more problems. The most important part, the dictionary section, has more entries than ever before, on the major organizations, the various sports, the numerous participating countries, and especially the outstanding athletes. For those who want the precious details, there is nothing like the multiple appendixes, covering presidents of the IOC, games, awards, medal winners, and much more. This is an excellent starting point, but those who want to know more can check the bibliography.

			This is now the fourth edition of the Historical Dictionary of the Olympic Movement, whose appearance every four years has become a custom. As for the previous editions, the main author is Bill Mallon, who has been active in Olympic matters for 30 years. Indeed, he has been so active that he was awarded the Olympic Order in Silver in 2001. Among his more notable achievements are helping to found the International Society of Olympic Historians (ISOH) and serving as its president. He is also a former editor of the ISOH’s Journal of Olympic History. Over this time, he has written 23 other books on the Olympics, including a series on the earliest Olympic Games and Quest for Gold with Ian Buchanan. It should be noted that Buchanan was a coauthor of the first three editions of this historical dictionary. This time the coauthor is Jeroen Heijmans, who has been following the Olympics very closely for several decades as well, being involved among other things in OlyMADMen, which is busily collecting historic results of the Olympic Games. He has also written on the Olympics for the Dutch sports history website and is a member of and web master for the ISOH. So this is once again the ideal source for those who want a broader view, broader than one gets from the media or the web, and especially a more lucid analysis of what has been happening and why, on top of a mass of information on the Olympic Movement and specific games, sports, and athletes.

			Jon Woronoff, Series Editor

		

	


	
		
			Foreword

			Dan Jansen

		

		
			I cannot remember a time in my life when I was not aware of the Olympic Games and of what they represented. I grew up in Wisconsin in a family full of speed skaters, so the Winter Games were always more in my consciousness than the Summer Games. But the season didn’t really matter to me; when the Olympic Games were on television, whether it was in July or February, I was glued to the TV for 16 days. When the flame was extinguished that brought each Games to an end, there was always a letdown for me, but my dreaming never ended.

			As I grew into my teen years and began to see some potential, the Olympic dream began to be more than just a dream. It began to feel like a possibility. My dream, coupled with my work ethic and whatever talent I was blessed with, came true, not just once, but four times. On four separate occasions, I was able to represent my country at the Olympic Winter Games. I have yet to feel an honor in my life that compares to this. My dream of competing in the Games evolved into a dream of winning a gold medal, and on my final attempt in my final Olympics, that dream became a reality as well.

			I am a big believer that athletes in any sport should have an understanding of the history of their sport and the athletes who came before them. I think this knowledge can ultimately make them better at what they do. More important, it allows for the realization that no athlete, certainly at the Olympic level, would be where he or she is without many others who came before and paved the way.

			Dr. Bill Mallon and Jeroen Heijmans have made it much easier for athletes and nonathletes alike to learn not only about those who came before, but also about the history of the Olympic Movement. The Olympic Games are the most watched sporting event in the world. Most people at least know what the Olympic Games are, even if they are not followers. “Olympic Movement” is a more specific term that refers to the attempt to bring all nations together and seeks to use sport as a way to promote internationalism and peace. 

			This book takes the reader through a chronology of the Olympic Movement and the Olympic Games, both Summer and Winter. One can learn about everything from the presidents of the International Olympic Committee, to the final torch bearers at each Olympic stadium, and even to the drug testing policies of the Olympic Games.

			The title of this book is perfectly accurate. It is a true Historical Dictionary of the Olympic Movement. I wish this book had existed when I was growing up, as my learning curve would have been much faster. Read. Learn. Enjoy! 

			Dan Jansen

			Speed Skating Olympian 1984/1988/1992/1994

			Gold Medalist, 1,000 meters, 1994

		

	


	
		
			Foreword

			Mike Krzyzewski

		

		
			When I was asked in 2005 by Jerry Colangelo to become USA Basketball’s national coach, my affirmative response was almost immediate. Sure, it meant that I would be taking on a newly defined role and that I would be expected to be a part of the program for at least three years, culminating in 2008. It also meant that I would be a college coach leading a team of professional players. As a basketball coach, I was excited by the novelty of the challenge Jerry offered me. As an American and former army officer, I was moved by the sense of duty that accompanies representing your country in international competition. But most of all, I was honored by the fact that it meant I would be the head coach of a United States Olympic basketball team in the 2008 Beijing Olympics. To me, the Olympics are pure. Not only do they celebrate sport at its finest, they are also a celebration of nationhood. They provide a stage for patriotism to display its beautiful side apart from the political issues that cloud international relationships. The Olympics are the most enduring symbol of what sport does for us as people, how it unites us in the spirit of fair competition and sometimes makes us forget about everything else.

			Being in Beijing in the late summer of 2008 was an incredible experience. Of course, the feeling of watching proudly as my team was awarded their gold medals while “The Star-Spangled Banner” played was unforgettable. But what also struck me was the level of commitment and order a host city and nation put into the effort. I continually tell people who ask about my experience in China that the Olympics there were clean, friendly, and remarkably well-organized, the result of years of concerted effort on the part of the nation’s government and Olympic administrators. Olympic hosts clearly understand the magnitude of their undertaking, the opportunity to put their nation, its values, culture, people, and landmarks on display with the world as a captive audience. They also understand that hosting the Olympics links their city and nation to history as a part of the long and distinguished Olympic movement.

			In this, the fourth edition of the Historical Dictionary of the Olympic Movement, Bill Mallon and Jeroen Heijmans treat the Olympics with the same care as a host city by being committed to a level of detail and a respect for history that must accompany any Olympic effort. This book serves as an invaluable resource for any student of the Olympic Games and provides a wealth of context for those who, like me, seek to approach the Olympic privilege and duty with a full understanding of its import. 

			So, in the wake of our team’s experience in Beijing, Jerry Colangelo and I sat down again to talk about the future of USA Basketball. It was not difficult for me to decide to do it all over again for the 2012 London Olympics. The feeling of coaching in the Olympic Games is unlike any other I have experienced in my profession. When you are a part of the Olympics, you are part of the team you coach, the nation you represent, the world that participates, and the long tradition of the Games themselves. It makes me feel proud and humble and grateful. 

			Mike Krzyzewski

			USA National Basketball Coach 2005–2012

			Duke University Head Basketball Coach 1980–2012

		

	


	
		
			Preface

		

		
			At the 1992 Olympic Games, British runner Derek Redmond pulled his hamstring halfway through his 400 meter race. He quickly dropped to the ground, clearly in a lot of pain. But he was not just experiencing physical pain. Four years earlier, an injury had forced him to pull out of the Olympic Games just before the start of his race. Determined not to pull out of the Olympic Games again, Redmond got up, waving away the approaching medics. Hobbling down the track, he was joined by his father, Jim Redmond, who evaded security personnel to help his son finish the race. One of the many remarkable events in the history of the Olympic Games, it demonstrates several of the interesting and contradictory aspects of the Olympic Movement. On the one hand, Redmond’s determination to finish his race at the Olympics is a perfect illustration of the Olympic Creed, as formulated by the founder of the movement, Pierre de Coubertin: “The most important thing in the Olympic Games is not to win but to take part, just as the most important thing in life is not the triumph, but the struggle. The essential thing is not to have conquered but to have fought well.” Since 1992, images of Redmond’s race have been used in commercials by the International Olympic Committee and two multinational corporations. This underlines the fact that the Olympics are also a form of mass entertainment, involving politics and money.

			This wide range of aspects of the Olympics had not, to our knowledge, been fully covered in a single book when the Historical Dictionary of the Olympic Movement was conceived. Its first edition was published by Scarecrow Press in 1995, followed by editions in 1999 and 2005. Like its predecessors, this book is not intended to be an encyclopedic study of the Olympic Movement and Olympic Games, but rather an introductory text allowing readers to gain insight into the history, philosophy, politics, and fascinating events that have surrounded the Olympics since their inception in ancient Greece and their modern resurrection in 1896.

			Since the last edition, the Olympic Movement has not stood still, and you will find this reflected in entries on Usain Bolt, Marit Bjørgen, and Youth Olympic Games, just to mention a few. In addition, we have tried to cover a broader range of topics, such as Olympic coins and stamps, as well as sporting movements rivaling the Olympic Games in the past.

			Loyal readers of this historical dictionary will have noticed that Ian Buchanan is no longer one of the authors. After several years of poor health, he passed away in the spring of 2008. A good friend and regular coauthor of Bill Mallon, he is greatly missed. This book would not have been possible without Ian, and it is dedicated to his memory.

			We again thank the many devoted Olympic followers who have assisted us in our research, among them many members of the International Society of Olympic Historians. In particular, we’d like to thank the members of the so-called OlyMADMen, with whom we share Olympic findings on a near-daily basis. Special thanks go to Jon Woronoff and Scarecrow Press, who have supported and guided us in authoring all four editions of this work.

			Finally, the new author (Jeroen Heijmans) wishes to thank Bill Mallon for his support and his endless tolerance of nitpicking.

			Jeroen Heijmans

			’s-Hertogenbosch, The Netherlands

			Bill Mallon

			Durham, North Carolina, USA

		

	


	
		
			Acronyms and Abbreviations

		

		
			Three-Letter Sport Abbreviations

			
				
					
							
							ARC

						
							
							Archery

						
					

					
							
							ASK

						
							
							Alpine Skiing

						
					

					
							
							ATH

						
							
							Athletics (Track & Field)

						
					

					
							
							BAS

						
							
							Basketball

						
					

					
							
							BDM

						
							
							Badminton

						
					

					
							
							BIA

						
							
							Biathlon

						
					

					
							
							BOB

						
							
							Bobsledding

						
					

					
							
							BOX

						
							
							Boxing

						
					

					
							
							BSB

						
							
							Baseball

						
					

					
							
							BVO

						
							
							Beach Volleyball

						
					

					
							
							CAN

						
							
							Canoe & Kayaking

						
					

					
							
							CCS

						
							
							Cross-country Skiing

						
					

					
							
							CRI

						
							
							Cricket

						
					

					
							
							CRO

						
							
							Croquet

						
					

					
							
							CUR

						
							
							Curling

						
					

					
							
							CYC

						
							
							Cycling

						
					

					
							
							DIV

						
							
							Diving

						
					

					
							
							EQU

						
							
							Equestrian Events

						
					

					
							
							FEN

						
							
							Fencing

						
					

					
							
							FRS

						
							
							Freestyle Skiing

						
					

					
							
							FSK

						
							
							Figure Skating

						
					

					
							
							FTB

						
							
							Football, Association (Soccer)

						
					

					
							
							GOL

						
							
							Golf

						
					

					
							
							GYM

						
							
							Gymnastics

						
					

					
							
							HAN

						
							
							Team Handball

						
					

					
							
							HOK

						
							
							Hockey (Field)

						
					

					
							
							ICH

						
							
							Ice Hockey

						
					

					
							
							JDP

						
							
							Jeu de Paume

						
					

					
							
							JUD

						
							
							Judo

						
					

					
							
							LAX

						
							
							Lacrosse

						
					

					
							
							LUG

						
							
							Luge

						
					

					
							
							MOP

						
							
							Modern Pentathlon

						
					

					
							
							MTB

						
							
							Motorboating

						
					

					
							
							MSP

						
							
							Military Ski Patrol

						
					

					
							
							NCO

						
							
							Nordic Combined

						
					

					
							
							PEL

						
							
							Pelota Basque

						
					

					
							
							POL

						
							
							Polo

						
					

					
							
							RAQ

						
							
							Racquets

						
					

					
							
							RGY

						
							
							Rhythmic Gymnastics

						
					

					
							
							ROW

						
							
							Rowing

						
					

					
							
							RUG

						
							
							Rugby

						
					

					
							
							SAI

						
							
							Sailing

						
					

					
							
							SHO

						
							
							Shooting

						
					

					
							
							SKE

						
							
							Skeleton

						
					

					
							
							SKJ

						
							
							Ski Jumping

						
					

					
							
							SNB

						
							
							Snowboarding

						
					

					
							
							SOF

						
							
							Softball

						
					

					
							
							SSK

						
							
							Speed Skating 

						
					

					
							
							STK

						
							
							Short-track Speed Skating

						
					

					
							
							SWI

						
							
							Swimming

						
					

					
							
							SYN

						
							
							Synchronized Swimming

						
					

					
							
							TEN

						
							
							Tennis (Lawn Tennis)

						
					

					
							
							TKW

						
							
							Taekwondo

						
					

					
							
							TMP

						
							
							Trampoline

						
					

					
							
							TOW

						
							
							Tug-of-War

						
					

					
							
							TRI

						
							
							Triathlon

						
					

					
							
							TTN

						
							
							Table Tennis

						
					

					
							
							VOL

						
							
							Volleyball

						
					

					
							
							WAP

						
							
							Water Polo

						
					

					
							
							WLT

						
							
							Weightlifting

						
					

					
							
							WRE

						
							
							Wrestling

						
					

				
			

			Three-Letter National Abbreviations

			
				
					
							
							AFG

						
							
							Afghanistan

						
					

					
							
							AHO

						
							
							Netherlands Antilles

						
					

					
							
							ALB

						
							
							Albania

						
					

					
							
							ALG

						
							
							Algeria

						
					

					
							
							AND

						
							
							Andorra

						
					

					
							
							ANG

						
							
							Angola

						
					

					
							
							ANT

						
							
							Antigua and Barbuda

						
					

					
							
							ANZ

						
							
							Australasia

						
					

					
							
							ARG

						
							
							Argentina

						
					

					
							
							ARM

						
							
							Armenia

						
					

					
							
							ARU

						
							
							Aruba

						
					

					
							
							ASA

						
							
							American Samoa

						
					

					
							
							AUS

						
							
							Australia

						
					

					
							
							AUT

						
							
							Austria

						
					

					
							
							AZE

						
							
							Azerbaijan

						
					

					
							
							BAH

						
							
							The Bahamas

						
					

					
							
							BAN

						
							
							Bangladesh

						
					

					
							
							BAR

						
							
							Barbados

						
					

					
							
							BDI

						
							
							Burundi

						
					

					
							
							BEL

						
							
							Belgium

						
					

					
							
							BEN

						
							
							Benin

						
					

					
							
							BER

						
							
							Bermuda

						
					

					
							
							BHU

						
							
							Bhutan

						
					

					
							
							BIH

						
							
							Bosnia-Herzegovina

						
					

					
							
							BIZ

						
							
							Belize

						
					

					
							
							BLR

						
							
							Belarus

						
					

					
							
							BOH

						
							
							Bohemia

						
					

					
							
							BOL

						
							
							Bolivia

						
					

					
							
							BOT

						
							
							Botswana

						
					

					
							
							BRA

						
							
							Brazil

						
					

					
							
							BRN

						
							
							Bahrain

						
					

					
							
							BRU

						
							
							Brunei

						
					

					
							
							BUL

						
							
							Bulgaria

						
					

					
							
							BUR

						
							
							Burkina Faso

						
					

					
							
							CAF

						
							
							Central African Republic

						
					

					
							
							CAM

						
							
							Cambodia 

						
					

					
							
							CAN

						
							
							Canada

						
					

					
							
							CAY

						
							
							Cayman Islands

						
					

					
							
							CEY

						
							
							Ceylon

						
					

					
							
							CGO

						
							
							Congo

						
					

					
							
							CHA

						
							
							Chad

						
					

					
							
							CHI

						
							
							Chile

						
					

					
							
							CHN

						
							
							China

						
					

					
							
							CIV

						
							
							Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast)

						
					

					
							
							CMR

						
							
							Cameroon

						
					

					
							
							COD

						
							
							Democratic Republic of the Congo (Zaire)

						
					

					
							
							COK

						
							
							Cook Islands

						
					

					
							
							COL

						
							
							Colombia

						
					

					
							
							COM

						
							
							Comoros Islands

						
					

					
							
							CPV

						
							
							Cape Verde

						
					

					
							
							CRC

						
							
							Costa Rica

						
					

					
							
							CRO

						
							
							Croatia

						
					

					
							
							CRT

						
							
							Crete

						
					

					
							
							CUB

						
							
							Cuba

						
					

					
							
							CYP

						
							
							Cyprus

						
					

					
							
							CZE

						
							
							Czech Republic

						
					

					
							
							DEN

						
							
							Denmark

						
					

					
							
							DJI

						
							
							Djibouti

						
					

					
							
							DMA

						
							
							Dominica

						
					

					
							
							DOM

						
							
							Dominican Republic

						
					

					
							
							ECU

						
							
							Ecuador

						
					

					
							
							EGY

						
							
							Egypt

						
					

					
							
							ERI

						
							
							Eritrea

						
					

					
							
							ESA

						
							
							El Salvador

						
					

					
							
							ESP

						
							
							Spain

						
					

					
							
							EST

						
							
							Estonia

						
					

					
							
							ETH

						
							
							Ethiopia

						
					

					
							
							EUN

						
							
							Unified Team

						
					

					
							
							FIJ

						
							
							Fiji

						
					

					
							
							FIN

						
							
							Finland

						
					

					
							
							FRA

						
							
							France

						
					

					
							
							FRG

						
							
							Federal Republic of Germany

						
					

					
							
							FSM

						
							
							Federated States of Micronesia

						
					

					
							
							GAB

						
							
							Gabon

						
					

					
							
							GAM

						
							
							The Gambia

						
					

					
							
							GBR

						
							
							Great Britain

						
					

					
							
							GBS

						
							
							Guinea-Bissau

						
					

					
							
							GDR

						
							
							German Democratic Republic

						
					

					
							
							GEO

						
							
							Georgia

						
					

					
							
							GEQ

						
							
							Equatorial Guinea

						
					

					
							
							GER

						
							
							Germany

						
					

					
							
							GHA

						
							
							Ghana

						
					

					
							
							GRE

						
							
							Greece

						
					

					
							
							GRN

						
							
							Grenada

						
					

					
							
							GUA

						
							
							Guatemala

						
					

					
							
							GUI

						
							
							Guinea

						
					

					
							
							GUM

						
							
							Guam

						
					

					
							
							GUY

						
							
							Guyana

						
					

					
							
							HAI

						
							
							Haiti

						
					

					
							
							HKG

						
							
							Hong Kong

						
					

					
							
							HON

						
							
							Honduras

						
					

					
							
							HUN

						
							
							Hungary

						
					

					
							
							INA

						
							
							Indonesia

						
					

					
							
							IND

						
							
							India

						
					

					
							
							IOA

						
							
							Independent Olympic Athlete

						
					

					
							
							IOP

						
							
							Independent Olympic Participant

						
					

					
							
							IRI

						
							
							Iran

						
					

					
							
							IRL

						
							
							Ireland

						
					

					
							
							IRQ

						
							
							Iraq

						
					

					
							
							ISL

						
							
							Iceland

						
					

					
							
							ISR

						
							
							Israel

						
					

					
							
							ISV

						
							
							U.S. Virgin Islands

						
					

					
							
							ITA

						
							
							Italy

						
					

					
							
							IVB

						
							
							British Virgin Islands

						
					

					
							
							JAM

						
							
							Jamaica

						
					

					
							
							JOR

						
							
							Jordan

						
					

					
							
							JPN

						
							
							Japan

						
					

					
							
							KAZ

						
							
							Kazakhstan

						
					

					
							
							KEN

						
							
							Kenya

						
					

					
							
							KGZ

						
							
							Kyrgyzstan

						
					

					
							
							KIR

						
							
							Kiribati

						
					

					
							
							KOR

						
							
							Korea (South)

						
					

					
							
							KSA

						
							
							Saudi Arabia

						
					

					
							
							KUW

						
							
							Kuwait

						
					

					
							
							LAO

						
							
							Laos

						
					

					
							
							LAT

						
							
							Latvia

						
					

					
							
							LBA

						
							
							Libya

						
					

					
							
							LBR

						
							
							Liberia

						
					

					
							
							LCA

						
							
							Saint Lucia

						
					

					
							
							LES

						
							
							Lesotho

						
					

					
							
							LIB

						
							
							Lebanon

						
					

					
							
							LIE

						
							
							Liechtenstein

						
					

					
							
							LTU

						
							
							Lithuania

						
					

					
							
							LUX

						
							
							Luxembourg

						
					

					
							
							MAD

						
							
							Madagascar

						
					

					
							
							MAL

						
							
							Malaya

						
					

					
							
							MAR

						
							
							Morocco

						
					

					
							
							MAS

						
							
							Malaysia

						
					

					
							
							MAW

						
							
							Malawi

						
					

					
							
							MDA

						
							
							Moldova

						
					

					
							
							MDV

						
							
							Maldives

						
					

					
							
							MEX

						
							
							Mexico

						
					

					
							
							MGL

						
							
							Mongolia

						
					

					
							
							MHL

						
							
							Marshall Islands

						
					

					
							
							MKD

						
							
							Macedonia

						
					

					
							
							MLI

						
							
							Mali

						
					

					
							
							MLT

						
							
							Malta

						
					

					
							
							MNE

						
							
							Montenegro

						
					

					
							
							MON

						
							
							Monaco

						
					

					
							
							MOZ

						
							
							Mozambique

						
					

					
							
							MRI

						
							
							Mauritius

						
					

					
							
							MTN

						
							
							Mauritania

						
					

					
							
							MYA

						
							
							Myanmar

						
					

					
							
							NAM

						
							
							Namibia

						
					

					
							
							NBO

						
							
							North Borneo

						
					

					
							
							NCA

						
							
							Nicaragua

						
					

					
							
							NED

						
							
							The Netherlands

						
					

					
							
							NEP

						
							
							Nepal

						
					

					
							
							NFL

						
							
							Newfoundland

						
					

					
							
							NGR

						
							
							Nigeria

						
					

					
							
							NIG

						
							
							Niger

						
					

					
							
							NOR

						
							
							Norway

						
					

					
							
							NRU

						
							
							Nauru

						
					

					
							
							NZL

						
							
							New Zealand

						
					

					
							
							OMA

						
							
							Oman

						
					

					
							
							PAK

						
							
							Pakistan

						
					

					
							
							PAN

						
							
							Panama

						
					

					
							
							PAR

						
							
							Paraguay

						
					

					
							
							PER

						
							
							Peru

						
					

					
							
							PHI

						
							
							The Philippines

						
					

					
							
							PLE

						
							
							Palestine

						
					

					
							
							PLW

						
							
							Palau

						
					

					
							
							PNG

						
							
							Papua-New Guinea

						
					

					
							
							POL

						
							
							Poland

						
					

					
							
							POR

						
							
							Portugal

						
					

					
							
							PRK

						
							
							Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (North)

						
					

					
							
							PUR

						
							
							Puerto Rico

						
					

					
							
							QAT

						
							
							Qatar

						
					

					
							
							ROU

						
							
							Romania

						
					

					
							
							RSA

						
							
							South Africa

						
					

					
							
							RUS

						
							
							Russia

						
					

					
							
							RWA

						
							
							Rwanda

						
					

					
							
							SAA

						
							
							Saar

						
					

					
							
							SAM

						
							
							Samoa (Western)

						
					

					
							
							SCG

						
							
							Serbia & Montenegro

						
					

					
							
							SCO

						
							
							Scotland

						
					

					
							
							SEN

						
							
							Senegal

						
					

					
							
							SEY

						
							
							Seychelles

						
					

					
							
							SIN

						
							
							Singapore

						
					

					
							
							SKN

						
							
							St. Kitts and Nevis

						
					

					
							
							SLE

						
							
							Sierra Leone

						
					

					
							
							SLO

						
							
							Slovenia

						
					

					
							
							SMR

						
							
							San Marino

						
					

					
							
							SOL

						
							
							Solomon Islands

						
					

					
							
							SOM

						
							
							Somalia

						
					

					
							
							SRB

						
							
							Serbia

						
					

					
							
							SRI

						
							
							Sri Lanka

						
					

					
							
							STP

						
							
							São Tomé and Princípe

						
					

					
							
							SUD

						
							
							The Sudan

						
					

					
							
							SUI

						
							
							Switzerland

						
					

					
							
							SUR

						
							
							Suriname

						
					

					
							
							SVK

						
							
							Slovakia

						
					

					
							
							SWE

						
							
							Sweden

						
					

					
							
							SWZ

						
							
							Swaziland

						
					

					
							
							SYR

						
							
							Syria

						
					

					
							
							TAN

						
							
							Tanzania

						
					

					
							
							TCH

						
							
							Czechoslovakia

						
					

					
							
							TGA

						
							
							Tonga

						
					

					
							
							THA

						
							
							Thailand

						
					

					
							
							TJK

						
							
							Tajikistan

						
					

					
							
							TKM

						
							
							Turkmenistan

						
					

					
							
							TLS

						
							
							Timor l’Este (East Timor)

						
					

					
							
							TOG

						
							
							Togo

						
					

					
							
							TPE

						
							
							Chinese Taipei

						
					

					
							
							TRI

						
							
							Trinidad and Tobago

						
					

					
							
							TUN

						
							
							Tunisia

						
					

					
							
							TUR

						
							
							Turkey

						
					

					
							
							TUV

						
							
							Tuvalu

						
					

					
							
							UAE

						
							
							United Arab Emirates

						
					

					
							
							UAR

						
							
							United Arab Republic

						
					

					
							
							UGA

						
							
							Uganda

						
					

					
							
							UKR

						
							
							The Ukraine

						
					

					
							
							URS

						
							
							Soviet Union

						
					

					
							
							URU

						
							
							Uruguay

						
					

					
							
							USA

						
							
							United States

						
					

					
							
							UZB

						
							
							Uzbekistan

						
					

					
							
							VAN

						
							
							Vanuatu

						
					

					
							
							VEN

						
							
							Venezuela

						
					

					
							
							VIE

						
							
							Vietnam

						
					

					
							
							VIN

						
							
							St. Vincent and the Grenadines

						
					

					
							
							VNM

						
							
							South Vietnam

						
					

					
							
							WIF

						
							
							West Indies Federation

						
					

					
							
							YAR

						
							
							Yemen Arab Republic (North)

						
					

					
							
							YEM

						
							
							Yemen

						
					

					
							
							YMD

						
							
							Yemen Democratic Republic (South)

						
					

					
							
							YUG

						
							
							Yugoslavia

						
					

					
							
							ZAI

						
							
							Zaire

						
					

					
							
							ZAM

						
							
							Zambia

						
					

					
							
							ZIM

						
							
							Zimbabwe

						
					

				
			

			Other Abbreviations Used

			
				
					
							
							AAU

						
							
							Amateur Athletic Union (USA)

						
					

					
							
							ACNO

						
							
							Association des Comités Nationaux Olympiques

						
					

					
							
							ACNOA

						
							
							Association des Comités Nationaux Olympiques d’Afrique

						
					

					
							
							AGFIS

						
							
							Association Générale des Fédérations Internationales de Sports

						
					

					
							
							AIBA

						
							
							Association Internationale de Boxe Amateur

						
					

					
							
							AIOWF

						
							
							Association of the International Olympic Winter Sports Federations

						
					

					
							
							ANOC

						
							
							Association of National Olympic Committees

						
					

					
							
							ARISF

						
							
							Association of the IOC-Recognized International Sports Federations

						
					

					
							
							ASOIF

						
							
							Association of Summer Olympic International Federations

						
					

					
							
							BWF

						
							
							Badminton World Federation

						
					

					
							
							CAS

						
							
							Court of Arbitration for Sport

						
					

					
							
							CMAS

						
							
							Confédération Mondiale des Activités Subaquatiques

						
					

					
							
							CMSB

						
							
							Confédération Mondiale des Sports de Boules

						
					

					
							
							COJO

						
							
							Comité d’Organisation des Jeux Olympiques

						
					

					
							
							EOC

						
							
							European Olympic Committees

						
					

					
							
							FAI

						
							
							Fédération Aéronautique Internationale

						
					

					
							
							FEI

						
							
							Fédération Équestre Internationale

						
					

					
							
							FIA

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de l’Automobile

						
					

					
							
							FIB

						
							
							Federation of International Bandy

						
					

					
							
							FIBA

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Basketball

						
					

					
							
							FIBT

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Bobsleigh et de Tobogganing

						
					

					
							
							FIDE

						
							
							Fédération Internationale des Échecs

						
					

					
							
							FIE

						
							
							Fédération Internationale d’Éscrime

						
					

					
							
							FIFA

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Football Association

						
					

					
							
							FIG

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Gymnastique

						
					

					
							
							FIH

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Hockey

						
					

					
							
							FIL

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Luge de Course

						
					

					
							
							FILA

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Luttes Associées

						
					

					
							
							FIM

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Motocyclisme

						
					

					
							
							FINA

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Natation

						
					

					
							
							FIPV

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Pelota Vasca

						
					

					
							
							FIQ

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Quilleurs

						
					

					
							
							FIRS

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Roller-Skating

						
					

					
							
							FIS

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Ski

						
					

					
							
							FISA

						
							
							Fédération Internationale des Sociétés d’Aviron

						
					

					
							
							FIT

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Trampoline

						
					

					
							
							FITA

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Tir à l’Arc

						
					

					
							
							FIVB

						
							
							Fédération Internationale de Volleyball

						
					

					
							
							GAISF

						
							
							General Association of International Sports Federations

						
					

					
							
							GANEFO

						
							
							Games of the New Emerging Forces

						
					

					
							
							IAAF

						
							
							International Association of Athletics Federations

						
					

					
							
							IBA

						
							
							International Baseball Federation

						
					

					
							
							IBF

						
							
							International Boxing Federation

						
					

					
							
							IBU

						
							
							International Biathlon Union

						
					

					
							
							ICC

						
							
							International Cricket Council

						
					

					
							
							ICF

						
							
							International Canoe Federation

						
					

					
							
							ICFP

						
							
							International Committee for Fair Play

						
					

					
							
							IDSF

						
							
							International Dance Sport Federation

						
					

					
							
							IF(s)

						
							
							International Federation(s)

						
					

					
							
							IFBB

						
							
							International Federation of Body Builders

						
					

					
							
							IFNA

						
							
							International Federation of Netball Associations

						
					

					
							
							IFSA

						
							
							International Federation of Sports Acrobatics

						
					

					
							
							IFSC

						
							
							International Federation of Sport Climbing

						
					

					
							
							IGF

						
							
							International Golf Federation

						
					

					
							
							IHF

						
							
							International Handball Federation

						
					

					
							
							IIHF

						
							
							International Ice Hockey Federation

						
					

					
							
							IJF

						
							
							International Judo Federation

						
					

					
							
							IKF

						
							
							International Korfball Federation

						
					

					
							
							ILSF

						
							
							International Life Saving Federation

						
					

					
							
							IOA

						
							
							International Olympic Academy

						
					

					
							
							IOC

						
							
							International Olympic Committee

						
					

					
							
							IOF

						
							
							International Orienteering Federation

						
					

					
							
							IOTC

						
							
							International Olympic Truce Centre

						
					

					
							
							IOTF

						
							
							International Olympic Truce Foundation

						
					

					
							
							IPC

						
							
							Institut Pierre de Coubertin

						
					

					
							
							IPC

						
							
							International Paralympic Committee

						
					

					
							
							IRB

						
							
							International Rugby Board

						
					

					
							
							IRF

						
							
							International Racquetball Federation

						
					

					
							
							ISA

						
							
							International Surfing Association

						
					

					
							
							ISAF

						
							
							International Sailing Federation

						
					

					
							
							ISF

						
							
							International Softball Federation / International Sumo Federation

						
					

					
							
							ISOH

						
							
							International Society of Olympic Historians

						
					

					
							
							ISSF

						
							
							International Shooting Sport Federation

						
					

					
							
							ISU

						
							
							International Skating Union

						
					

					
							
							ITF

						
							
							International Tennis Federation

						
					

					
							
							ITTF

						
							
							International Table Tennis Federation

						
					

					
							
							ITU

						
							
							International Triathlon Union

						
					

					
							
							IWF

						
							
							International Weightlifting Federation

						
					

					
							
							IWSF

						
							
							International Water Ski Federation

						
					

					
							
							IWUF

						
							
							International Wushu Federation

						
					

					
							
							NBA

						
							
							National Basketball Association (USA)

						
					

					
							
							NOA(s)

						
							
							National Olympic Academy(ies)

						
					

					
							
							NOC(s)

						
							
							National Olympic Committee(s)

						
					

					
							
							OCA

						
							
							Olympic Council of Asia

						
					

					
							
							OCOG

						
							
							Organizing Committee of the Olympic Games

						
					

					
							
							ODECABE

						
							
							Organización Deportiva Centroamericana y del Caribe

						
					

					
							
							ODEPA

						
							
							Organización Deportiva Panamericana

						
					

					
							
							ODESUR

						
							
							Organización Deportiva Sudamericana

						
					

					
							
							OGKS

						
							
							Olympic Games Knowledge Services

						
					

					
							
							ONOC

						
							
							Oceania National Olympic Committees

						
					

					
							
							PASO

						
							
							Pan American Sports Organization

						
					

					
							
							TOP

						
							
							The Olympic Partners

						
					

					
							
							TWIF

						
							
							Tug of War International Federation

						
					

					
							
							UCI

						
							
							Union Cycliste Internationale

						
					

					
							
							UIAA

						
							
							Union Internationale des Associations d’Alpinisme

						
					

					
							
							UIM

						
							
							Union Internationale Motonautique

						
					

					
							
							UIPM

						
							
							Union Internationale de Pentathlon Moderne

						
					

					
							
							UN

						
							
							United Nations

						
					

					
							
							WADA

						
							
							World Anti-Doping Agency

						
					

					
							
							WBA

						
							
							World Boxing Association

						
					

					
							
							WBF

						
							
							World Bridge Federation

						
					

					
							
							WCBS

						
							
							World Confederation of Billiard Sports

						
					

					
							
							WCF

						
							
							World Curling Federation

						
					

					
							
							WKF

						
							
							World Karate Federation

						
					

					
							
							WOA

						
							
							World Olympians Association

						
					

					
							
							WSF

						
							
							World Squash Federation

						
					

					
							
							WTF

						
							
							World Taekwondo Federation

						
					

					
							
							YMCA

						
							
							Young Men’s Christian Association

						
					

				
			

		

	


	
		
			Chronology

		

		
			1100s B.C. Classics scholars consider that the Ancient Olympic Games may have been held as early as this century, although no definite evidence of the competitions exists until 776 B.C.

			776 B.C. First recorded Ancient Olympiad is celebrated in Olympia on the Peloponnesus peninsula in ancient Greece. The Olympic Games initially consist of a single race of about 190 meters in length, termed a stadion race. The first winner is Coroebus, a cook from the city-state of Elis.

			582 B.C. The first Pythian Games are held at Delphi in ancient Greece. The first Isthmian Games are held at the Isthmus of Corinth in ancient Greece, possibly in 581 B.C.

			573 B.C. The first Nemean Games are held at Nemea in ancient Greece.

			A.D. 393 The Ancient Olympic Games end after 12 centuries, when they are prohibited by the imperial decree of Roman Emperor Theodosius I.

			1612–1642 Robert Dover’s Games, an early attempt at revival (often called the Cotswold Olimpick Games), are held annually in the Cotswolds (England) on Thursday and Friday of Whitsun Week. They stop shortly after Dover’s death in 1641, but are revived during the reign of King Charles II in the 1660s.

			1850 22 October: The Much Wenlock Olympian Games, the brainchild of British sports enthusiast Dr. William Penny Brookes (1809–1895), are held for the first time in Much Wenlock, England, a small town in rural Shropshire. The Much Wenlock “Olympics” are a major influence on Pierre de Coubertin, who visits them in 1889.

			1859 15 November: The 1st Zappas Olympic Games, an early attempt at a revival of the Olympics, are held in Athens. The Games are initiated and financed by a wealthy grain dealer, Evangelis Zappas (1800–1865).

			1863 1 January: Pierre Frédy, the Baron de Coubertin, is born in Paris, France, to Charles Louis Frédy, the Baron de Coubertin, and the former Agathe Marie Marcelle Gabrielle de Grisenoy de Mirville.

			1870 15 November: The 2nd Zappas Olympic Games are held in Athens. They are considered the most successful of the Zappas Olympics.

			1875 18 May: The 3rd Zappas Olympic Games are held in Athens.

			1889 18 May: The 4th Zappas Olympic Games are held in Athens.

			1891 The 1st Panhellenic Gymnastic Society Games, modeled after the Zappas Olympics, are held in Athens.

			1892 25 November: A meeting of sports dignitaries is held at the Sorbonne, celebrating the fifth anniversary of the Union des Sociétés Françaises de Sports Athlétiques (USFSA), at which Coubertin first broaches the idea of the revival of the Olympic Games. His speech ends with the now-famous summons, “Let us export rowers, runners, and fencers; there is the free trade of the future, and on the day when it is introduced within the walls of old Europe the cause of peace will have received a new and mighty stay. This is enough to encourage your servant to dream now about the second part of his program; he hopes that you will help him as you have helped him hitherto, and that with you he will be able to continue and complete, on a basis suited to the conditions of modern life, this grandiose and salutary task, the restoration of the Olympic Games.”

			1893 The 2nd Panhellenic Gymnastic Society Games, modeled after the Zappas Olympics, are held in Athens.

			1894 16–24 June: The Paris International Athletic Congress is organized by Coubertin at the Palais de la Sorbonne in Paris. Although it is purported to be a congress with amateurism as its main theme, the program lists 10 points to be discussed, the last three of which concern the reestablishment of the Olympic Games. This is later regarded as the 1st Olympic Congress. 4–23 June: The International Olympic Committee is formed at the end of the Sorbonne Congress; it consists mostly of sports dignitaries who had attended the Congress. Athens, Greece, is selected as host of the Games of the Ist Olympiad (1896), and Paris, France, is selected as host of the Games of the IInd Olympiad (1900). Demetrios Vikelas of Greece is elected as the first president of the International Olympic Committee (IOC) at the end of the 1st Session of the IOC.

			1896 6–15 April: Athens, Greece—celebration of the Games of the Ist Olympiad of the modern era. 10 April: Baron Pierre de Coubertin of France is elected as the second president of the International Olympic Committee at the 2nd Session of the IOC.

			1897 23–31 July: Le Havre, France—the 2nd Olympic Congress is celebrated at the town hall of Le Havre, with “Sports Hygiene and Pedagogy” as the theme.

			1900 20 May–28 October: Paris, France—celebration of the Games of the IInd Olympiad.

			1901 22 May: Chicago, Illinois, USA, is selected as host of the Games of the IIIrd Olympiad (1904) at the 4th IOC Session in Paris.

			1902 February: Host city duties for the 1904 Olympic Games are transferred from Chicago, Illinois, to St. Louis, Missouri, USA.

			1904 22 June: Rome, Italy, is selected as host of the Games of the IVth Olympiad (1908) at the 6th IOC Session in London. 1 July–23 November: St. Louis, Missouri, USA—celebration of the Games of the IIIrd Olympiad.

			1905 9–14 June: Brussels, Belgium—the 3rd Olympic Congress is celebrated at the Palais des Académies, with “Sport and Physical Education” as the theme.

			1906 22 April–2 May: Athens, Greece—the Intercalated Olympic Games are held in Athens during the interim between the celebrations of the Olympiad. No longer officially recognized by the IOC, they are nonetheless the best Olympic Games to date and may have helped save the Olympic Games after the debacles of 1900 and 1904. 23–25 May: Paris, France—the 4th Olympic Congress is celebrated at the Comédie Française et Touring Club, with “Art, Literature, and Sport” as the theme. 9 November: After Rome turns down the invitation, London, England, is selected as host of the Games of the IVth Olympiad (1908) at the 8th IOC Session in Athens.

			1908 27 April–31 October: London, England—celebration of the Games of the IVth Olympiad.

			1909 28 May: Stockholm, Sweden, is selected as host of the Games of the Vth Olympiad (1912) at the 11th IOC Session in Berlin.

			1912 5 May–27 July: Stockholm, Sweden—celebration of the Games of the Vth Olympiad. 4 July: Berlin, Germany, is selected as host of the Games of the VIth Olympiad (1916) at the 15th IOC Session in Stockholm.

			1913 7–11 May: Lausanne, Switzerland—the 5th Olympic Congress is celebrated at the Palais de l’Université, with “Sports Psychology and Physiology” as the theme.

			1914 15–23 June: Paris, France—the 6th Olympic Congress is celebrated at the Palais de la Sorbonne, with “Olympic Regulations” as the theme.

			1915 December (1915)–February (1917): Baron Godefroy de Blonay of Switzerland is appointed interim IOC president by Coubertin, who enlists to help the French war effort. Coubertin felt that the IOC should not be headed by a soldier.

			1916 Summer: The Games of the VIth Olympiad, scheduled to be held in Berlin, Germany, are canceled due to World War I.

			1917 February: Baron Pierre de Coubertin resumes his post as president of the International Olympic Committee.

			1919 5 April: Antwerp, Belgium, is selected as host of the Games of the VIIth Olympiad (1920) at the 17th IOC Session in Paris.

			1920 23 April–12 September: Antwerp, Belgium—celebration of the Games of the VIIth Olympiad.

			1921 2–7 June: Lausanne, Switzerland—the 7th Olympic Congress is celebrated at the Casino de Montbenon, with “Olympic Regulations” as the theme. Paris, France, is selected as host of the Games of the VIIIth Olympiad (1924), and Amsterdam, Netherlands, is selected as host of the Games of the IXth Olympiad (1928).

			1923 8 April: Los Angeles, California, USA, is selected as host of the Games of the Xth Olympiad (1932) at the 22nd IOC Session in Rome.

			1924 25 January–4 February: Chamonix, France—celebration of the “Semaine internationale des sports d’hiver” (International Winter Sports Week), which is later designated retroactively as the 1st Olympic Winter Games. 4 May–27 July: Paris, France—celebration of the Games of the VIIIth Olympiad.

			1925 28 May: Count Henri de Baillet-Latour of Belgium is elected as the third president of the International Olympic Committee at the 24th Session of the IOC in Prague. 29 May–4 June: Prague, Czechoslovakia—the 8th Olympic Congress is celebrated at the Prague town hall, with “Sports Pedagogy and Olympic Regulations” as the theme. The Congress is notable for Coubertin’s retirement as IOC president.

			1926 6 May: St. Moritz, Switzerland, is selected as host of the 2nd Olympic Winter Games (1928) at the 25th IOC Session in Lisbon.

			1928 11–19 February: St. Moritz, Switzerland—celebration of the 2nd Olympic Winter Games. 17 May–12 August: Amsterdam, the Netherlands—celebration of the Games of the IXth Olympiad.

			1929 10 April: Lake Placid, New York, USA, is selected as host of the 3rd Olympic Winter Games (1932) at the 28th IOC Session in Lausanne.

			1930 25–30 May: Berlin, Germany—the 9th Olympic Congress is celebrated at the Aula of the Friedrich Wilhelm University, with “Olympic Regulations” as the theme.

			1931 April–May: Berlin, Germany, is selected as host of the Games of the XIth Olympiad (1936) by a postal vote.

			1932 4–15 February: Lake Placid, New York, USA—celebration of the 3rd Olympic Winter Games. 30 July–14 August: Los Angeles, California, USA—celebration of the Games of the Xth Olympiad.

			1933 13 May: Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, is selected as host of the 4th Olympic Winter Games (1936) at the 32nd IOC Session in Vienna.

			1935 15 September: At a rally in Nuremburg, Hitler announces the enactment of the Nuremburg Laws, stripping Jews of their German citizenship and their rights under German law. This gives new impetus to consideration to boycott the 1936 Olympics, both to be based in Germany.

			1936 6–16 February: Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany—celebration of the 4th Olympic Winter Games. 7 March: Hitler orders three battalions of the German Army into the Rhineland, violating the Treaty of Versailles. In response, France considers the possibility of a boycott of the 1936 Olympics. 31 July: Tokyo, Japan, is selected as host of the Games of the XIIth Olympiad (1940) at the 35th IOC Session in Berlin. 1–16 August: Berlin, Germany—celebration of the Games of the XIth Olympiad. Despite calls for a boycott from many nations, almost all IOC member nations participate at Berlin.

			1937 2 September: Pierre de Coubertin dies while walking through Lagrange Park in Geneva, Switzerland. 9 June: Sapporo, Japan, is selected as host of the 1940 Olympic Winter Games at the 37th IOC Session in Warsaw.

			1938 26 March: At a ceremony in Ancient Olympia, the heart of Pierre de Coubertin, which had been removed from his body shortly after his death, is placed for perpetuity in a marble stele at the base of the Kronos Hill, near the Ancient Olympic stadium. 3 September: After Sapporo, Japan, turned down the invitation, St. Moritz, Switzerland, was selected as host of the 1940 Olympic Winter Games at the IOC Executive Board Meeting in Brussels. At the same meeting, Helsinki, Finland, was selected as host of the Games of the XIIth Olympiad (1940).

			1939 9 June: At the 39th IOC Session in London, Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, is selected as host of the 1944 Olympic Winter Games, and London, England, is selected as host of the Games of the XIIIth Olympiad (1944).

			1940 Winter: The 5th Olympic Winter Games are canceled due to World War II. The Games were originally awarded to Sapporo, Japan, which withdrew on 16 July 1938. They were reassigned to St. Moritz, Switzerland, which withdrew as host on 9 June 1939. The Games were then reassigned to Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany. Summer: The Games of the XIIth Olympiad, originally scheduled to be held in Tokyo, Japan, and later (after the withdrawal of Tokyo on 16 July 1938) awarded to Helsinki, Finland (awarded 3 September 1938), are canceled due to World War II.

			1942 6 January: IOC President Count Baillet-Latour dies. The International Olympic Committee presidency will remain vacant during the remainder of World War II, although Sweden’s J. Sigfrid Edström assumes the position of de facto president.

			1944 Winter: The 5th Olympic Winter Games, tentatively scheduled for Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, are canceled due to World War II. Summer: The Games of the XIIIth Olympiad, originally scheduled to be held in London, England, are canceled due to World War II.

			1946 4 September: J[ohannes] Sigfrid Edström of Sweden is elected as the fourth president of the International Olympic Committee at the 40th Session of the IOC in Lausanne. London, England, is selected as host of the Games of the XIVth Olympiad (1948) at the 40th IOC Session in Lausanne. 6 September: St. Moritz, Switzerland, is selected as host of the 5th Olympic Winter Games (1948) at the 40th IOC Session in Lausanne.

			1947 21 June: At the 41st IOC Session in Stockholm, Oslo, Norway, is selected as host of the 6th Olympic Winter Games (1952), and Helsinki, Finland, is selected as host of the Games of the XVth Olympiad (1952).

			1948 30 January–8 February: St. Moritz, Switzerland—celebration of the 5th Olympic Winter Games. 29 July–14 August: London, England—celebration of the Games of the XIVth Olympiad.

			1952 14–25 February: Oslo, Norway—celebration of the 6th Olympic Winter Games. 16 July: Avery Brundage of the United States is elected as the fifth president of the International Olympic Committee at the 48th Session of the IOC in Helsinki. 19 July–3 August: Helsinki, Finland—celebration of the Games of the XVth Olympiad.

			1954 13 May: After Melbourne decides it cannot host the equestrian events of the 1956 Olympic Games because of Australian quarantine laws, Stockholm, Sweden, is selected as host of the 1956 Equestrian Games at the 44th IOC Session in Rome.

			1955 14 June: Squaw Valley, California, USA, is selected as host of the 8th Olympic Winter Games (1960) at the 51st IOC Session in Paris. 16 June: Rome, Italy, is selected as host of the Games of the XVIIth Olympiad (1960) at the 51st IOC Session in Paris.

			1956 26 January–5 February: Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy—celebration of the 7th Olympic Winter Games. 10–17 June: Stockholm, Sweden—celebration of the Equestrian Games of the XVIth Olympiad. The separate Equestrian Games were necessary because of Australia’s highly restrictive animal quarantine regulations. 29 October: Israel invades the Sinai Peninsula, a part of Egypt. Egypt, Lebanon, and Iraq withdraw from the Melbourne Olympics in protest. 4 November: Soviet troops enter Budapest, Hungary, in an effort to stop rising political insurgency. This eventually leads to boycotts of the Melbourne Olympics by Spain, Switzerland, and the Netherlands, protesting the Soviet action. 22 November–8 December: Melbourne, Victoria, Australia—celebration of the Games of the XVIth Olympiad. In an attempt to solve the problem of the two Germanys, a unified German team representing both East (GDR) and West (FRG) Germany competes at the International Olympic Committee’s behest.

			1959 25 May: Innsbruck, Austria, is selected as host of the 9th Olympic Winter Games (1964) at the 56th IOC Session in Munich. 26 May: Tokyo, Japan, is selected as host of the Games of the XVIIIth Olympiad (1964) at the 56th IOC Session in Munich.

			1960 18–28 February: Squaw Valley, California, USA—celebration of the 8th Olympic Winter Games. 25 August–11 September: Rome, Italy—celebration of the Games of the XVIIth Olympiad.

			1963 18 October: Mexico City, Mexico, is selected as host of the Games of the XIXth Olympiad (1968) at the 61st IOC Session in Baden-Baden. 10–22 November: GANEFO—the Games of the New Emerging Forces—are held in Djakarta, Indonesia. GANEFO refuses to admit athletes from Israel or Taiwan (Chinese Taipei), and the International Federations for track and field athletics, swimming, and shooting ban all athletes who competed at GANEFO from competing at the Tokyo Olympics in 1964. The IOC does not support this blanket ban.

			1964 28 January: Grenoble, France, is selected as host of the 10th Olympic Winter Games (1968) at the 62nd IOC Session in Innsbruck. 29 
January–9 February: Innsbruck, Austria—celebration of the 9th Olympic Winter Games. 10–24 October: Tokyo, Japan—celebration of the Games of the XVIIIth Olympiad.

			1966 26 April: At the 65th IOC Session in Rome, Sapporo, Japan, is selected as host of the 11th Olympic Winter Games (1972), and Munich, Federal Republic of Germany (FRG), is selected as host of the Games of the XXth Olympiad (1972).

			1968 6–18 February: Grenoble, France—celebration of the 10th Olympic Winter Games. 2 October: Student protests against the Mexico City Olympics come to a head in the capital city. On this day, student protesters hold a rally in the Plaza of Three Cultures, and government troops open fire, killing more than 250, with thousands injured and imprisoned. 12–27 October: Mexico City, Mexico—celebration of the Games of the XIXth Olympiad.

			1970 13 May: At the 70th IOC Session in Amsterdam, Denver, Colorado, USA, is selected as host of the 12th Olympic Winter Games (1976), and Montréal, Québec, Canada, is selected as host of the Games of the XXIst Olympiad (1976).

			1972 3–13 February: Sapporo, Japan—celebration of the 11th Olympic Winter Games. 21 August: Sir Michael Morris, Lord Killanin of Dublin and Spiddal (Ireland), is elected as the sixth president of the International Olympic Committee at the 73rd Session of the International Olympic Committee in Munich. 26 August–11 September: Munich, Federal Republic of Germany—celebration of the Games of the XXth Olympiad. 5 September: Terrorists representing the Black September group forever change the Olympic Games when they take hostage and then savagely murder 11 members of the Israeli Olympic team. The deaths occur at Fürstenfeldbruck airport on the outskirts of Munich. 12 November: Denver, Colorado, USA, withdraws as host of the 12th Olympic Winter Games (1976) after a citizen’s referendum votes down the responsibility to serve as host city.

			1973 4 February: After Denver turns down the invitation to host the 1976 Olympic Winter Games, Innsbruck, Austria, is selected as host of the 12th Olympic Winter Games (1976) at the IOC Executive Board Meeting in Lausanne. 30 September–4 October: Varna, Bulgaria—the 10th Olympic Congress, the first in 43 years, is celebrated at the Sports Palace, with the theme of “Sport for a World of Peace—The Olympic Movement and Its Future.”

			1974 23 October: At the 75th IOC Session in Vienna, Lake Placid, New York, USA, is selected as host of the 13th Olympic Winter Games (1980), and Moscow, Russia, USSR, is selected as host of the Games of the XXIInd Olympiad (1980).

			1976 4–15 February: Innsbruck, Austria—celebration of the 12th Olympic Winter Games. 17 July–1 August: Montréal, Quebec, Canada—celebration of the Games of the XXIst Olympiad.

			1978 18 May: Sarajevo, Yugoslavia, is selected as host of the 14th Olympic Winter Games (1984) at the 80th IOC Session in Athens. 7 October: As the only candidate city, Los Angeles, California, USA, is selected as host of the Games of the XXIIIrd Olympiad (1984) at the 80th IOC Session in Athens in May, but the vote is not confirmed until an IOC Executive Board Session in October.

			1979 25–26 November: The two-China question is finally resolved. On 25 November 1979, mainland China, the People’s Republic of China, is officially recognized by the IOC. The next day, the Chinese Taipei Olympic Committee is given official International Olympic Committee recognition under that name, agreeing to compete using only that name, and not as the Republic of China. This clears the way for both Chinese Olympic Committees to compete together at the Olympic Games. 25–27 December: The Soviet Union invades Afghanistan, precipitating an eventual boycott of the Moscow Olympics.

			1980 4 January: In retaliation for the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, U.S. President Jimmy Carter announces, for the first time, the possibility of a U.S. boycott of the 1980 Moscow Olympics. 13–24 February: Lake Placid, New York, USA—celebration of the 13th Olympic Winter Games. 16 July: Juan Antonio Samaranch (Torello) is elected as the seventh president of the International Olympic Committee at the 83rd Session of the IOC in Moscow. 19 July–3 August: Moscow, USSR—celebration of the Games of the XXIInd Olympiad. Approximately 60 countries boycott the Olympics in protest of the Soviet Union’s invasion of Afghanistan.

			1981 23–28 September: Baden-Baden, Federal Republic of Germany—the 11th Olympic Congress is celebrated at Baden-Baden’s Kurhaus, with “United by and for Sport” as the theme, with three subthemes: 1) “The Future of the Olympic Games,” 2) “International Cooperation,” and 3) “The Future Olympic Movement.” 30 September: At the 84th IOC Session in Baden-Baden, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, is selected as host of the 15th Olympic Winter Games (1988), and Seoul, Republic of Korea, is selected as host of the Games of the XXIVth Olympiad (1988).

			1984 8–19 February: Sarajevo, Yugoslavia—celebration of the 14th Olympic Winter Games. 8 May: The Soviet Union announces it will not attend the Los Angeles Olympic Games, citing concerns over the safety of its athletes in Los Angeles and because of “anti-Communist activities” in the United States. 28 July–12 August: Los Angeles, California, USA—celebration of the Games of the XXIIIrd Olympiad. Fourteen invited countries join the Soviet-inspired boycott. Of the Soviet bloc nations, only Romania defies the boycott and competes.

			1986 17 October: At the 91st IOC Session in Lausanne, Albertville, France, is selected as host of the 16th Olympic Winter Games (1992), and Barcelona, Spain, is selected as host of the Games of the XXVth Olympiad (1992). At this IOC Session, the decision is also made to change the dates of the Olympic Winter Games, so that it will not be held in the same year as the Games of the Olympiad, with the first change to occur in 1994.

			1988 13–28 February: Calgary, Alberta, Canada—celebration of the 15th Olympic Winter Games. 15 September: Lillehammer, Norway, is selected as host of the 17th Olympic Winter Games (1994) at the 94th IOC Session in Seoul. 17 September–5 October: Seoul, Republic of Korea—celebration of the Games of the XXIVth Olympiad. A small boycott of six nations occurs, because certain countries support only North Korea (People’s Democratic Republic of Korea) and do not recognize South Korea (Republic of Korea), refusing to compete in that nation.

			1990 18 September: Atlanta, Georgia, USA, is selected as host of the Games of the XXVIth Olympiad (1996) at the 96th IOC Session in Tokyo.

			1991 15 June: Nagano, Japan, is selected as host of the 18th Olympic Winter Games (1998) at the 97th IOC Session in Birmingham.

			1992 8–23 February: Albertville, France—celebration of the 16th Olympic Winter Games. 25 July–9 August: Barcelona, Spain—celebration of the Games of the XXVth Olympiad. For the first Olympics since 1960, no politically inspired boycott or other serious political problems mar the Games.

			1993 23 September: Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, is selected as host of the Games of the XXVIIth Olympiad (2000) at the 101st IOC Session in Monte Carlo.

			1994 12–27 February: Lillehammer, Norway—celebration of the 17th Olympic Winter Games. 23 June: The 100th anniversary of the founding of the modern Olympic Games is celebrated with a ceremony at the Sorbonne, where Coubertin held the First Olympic Congress that reestablished the modern Olympic Games. 29 August–3 September: Paris, France—the 12th Olympic Congress is celebrated, with four main themes: 1) “The Olympic Movement’s Contribution to Modern Society,” 2) “The Contemporary Athlete,” 3) “Sport in Its Social Context,” and 4) “Sport and the Media.” The 12th Olympic Congress is held in celebration of the 100th anniversary of the Olympic Movement.

			1995 16 June: Salt Lake City, Utah, USA, is selected as host of the 19th Olympic Winter Games (2002) at the 104th IOC Session in Budapest.

			1996 6 April: The 100th anniversary of the opening of the Games of the Ist Olympiad, the first Olympic Games of the modern era, is celebrated. 19 July–4 August: Atlanta, Georgia, USA—celebration of the Games of the XXVIth Olympiad, the Centennial Olympic Games. 27 July: During the Atlanta Olympics, a bomb explodes in Centennial Olympic Park, killing two people and injuring many more.

			1997 5 September: Athens, Greece, is selected as host of the Games of the XXVIIIth Olympiad (2004) at the 106th IOC Session in Lausanne.

			1998 7–22 February: Nagano, Japan—celebration of the 18th Olympic Winter Games. 24 November: Salt Lake City television station KTVX reveals that the Salt Lake Bid Committee had been paying tuition and expenses for the daughter of an IOC member. The Olympic bribery scandal begins.

			1999 8 February: The first report related to the Olympic bribery scandal is released by the Board of Ethics of the Salt Lake Organizing Committee for the Olympic Winter Games of 2002. 1 March: Release of the Mitchell Commission Report. 17–18 March: An Extraordinary Session of the IOC is held relating to the Olympic bribery scandal. The Pound Commission Report is released during this meeting. At the end of the session, 10 IOC members either resign or are expelled because of findings of the various commissions. 19 June: Torino (Turin), Italy, is selected as host of the 20th Olympic Winter Games (2006) at the 109th IOC Session in Seoul. 10 November: The World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) is created, with its original headquarters in Lausanne, Switzerland. 11–12 December: The 110th IOC Session is held in Lausanne, Switzerland, at which the 50 recommendations of the IOC 2000 Commission are discussed and, eventually, implemented in full.

			2000 16 September–1 October: Sydney, New South Wales, Australia—celebration of the Games of the XXVIIth Olympiad.

			2001 13 July: Beijing, China, is selected as host of the Games of the 
XXIXth Olympiad (2008) at the 112th IOC Session in Moscow. 16 July: Dr. Jacques Rogge is elected as the eighth president of the International Olympic Committee at the 112th IOC Session in Moscow.

			2002 8–24 February: Salt Lake City, Utah, USA—celebration of the 19th Olympic Winter Games.

			2003 2 July: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, is selected as host of the 21st Olympic Winter Games (2010) at the 115th IOC Session in Prague.

			2004 13–29 August: Athens, Greece—celebration of the Games of the XXVIIIth Olympiad.

			2005 6 July: London, England, is selected as host of the Games of the XXXth Olympiad (2012) at the 117th IOC Session in Singapore.

			2006 11–26 February: Torino, Italy—celebration of the 20th Olympic Winter Games.

			2007 4 July: Sochi, Russia, is selected as host of the 22nd Olympic Winter Games (2014) at the 119st IOC Session in Guatemala City.

			2008 8–24 August: Beijing, China—celebration of the Games of the 
XXIXth Olympiad.

			2009 2 October: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, is selected as host of the Games of the XXXIst Olympiad (2016) at the 13th IOC Congress in Copenhagen. 3–5 October: The 13th Olympic Congress is held in Copenhagen, Denmark. There are five themes: 1) “The Athletes,” 2) “The Olympic Games,” 3) “The Structure of the Olympic Movement,” 4) “Olympism and Youth,” and 5) “The Digital Revolution.”

			2010 12–28 February: Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada—celebration of the 20th Olympic Winter Games. 14–26 August: Singapore, Singapore—1st Youth Olympic Games are held.

			2011 6 July: The host city for the 22nd Olympic Winter Games will be selected at the 123rd IOC Session in Durban (South Africa).

			2012 13–22 January: Innsbruck, Austria—scheduled celebration of the 1st Winter Youth Olympic Games. 27 July–12 August: London, England, Great Britain—scheduled celebration of the Games of the XXXth Olympiad.

			2014 7–23 February: Sochi, Russia—scheduled celebration of the 21st Olympic Winter Games. 16–28 August: Nanjing, China—scheduled celebration of the 2nd Youth Olympic Games.

			2016 5–21 August: Rio de Janeiro, Brazil—scheduled celebration of the Games of the XXXIst Olympiad.

		

	


	
		
			The Olympic Games and Olympic Winter Games

		

		
			The Games of the Ist Olympiad (1896): The Games of the Ist Olympiad were held in Athens, Greece, from 6 through 15 April 1896. (At the time, Greece recognized the Julian calendar, not the Gregorian calendar then used by much of the world and now used universally. In Greek terms, the Games were held from 25 March to 3 April 1896.) London was initially to have been the site, but the Sorbonne Congress of 1894 elected Athens as the host city by acclamation. The only other city seriously considered was Paris.

			Fourteen nations competed at Athens, with approximately 235–255 athletes—it cannot be determined with certainty. No women competed. The first Olympic champion of the modern era was James Connolly of the United States, who won the hop, step, and jump in track and field athletics (now called the triple jump). Greece won the most medals with 50, while the United States won the most gold medals with 11, including most of the track and field athletics events. The highlight of the Games was the marathon victory of Spiridon Loues of Greece. When he neared the stadium, messengers came into the ancient stadium and cried out, “Hellas! Hellas!” (“A Greek! A Greek!”), sending the crowd into a frenzy. The Olympic pride based on millennia of Olympic tradition was then realized by the home crowd, which had been rather disappointed by the results of the Greek athletes. Loues won the race and became a hero, being offered gifts and riches by many Greek merchants. But he asked only for a cart to help him carry and sell his water, and he returned to being a shepherd in his small town of Amarousi.

			Many people wanted the Games to remain permanently in Athens, and in 1896 the American athletes wrote a letter to The New York Times asking that this be done. But Coubertin insisted that the Games be spread among various countries to emphasize the international flavor of the Olympic Games.

			The Games of the IInd Olympiad (1900): The Games of the IInd Olympiad were held in Paris, France, from 20 May through 28 October 1900. They were a disaster. If one had to nominate the “worst modern Olympics” ever, 1900 and 1904 would surely lead the voting.

			In 1900, Paris hosted a great world’s fair, the Exposition Universelle Internationale de 1900 à Paris. Coubertin made plans to hold the Olympics as part of the fair and planned to organize the events. But the organizers of the fair relegated Coubertin to a relatively minor administrative position and took over the organization of the sporting events connected with it. Most of the events we today consider “Olympic” were not even labeled as such in 1900, often being called the “Championnats d’Exposition,” or “Championnats Internationaux.” Years later, many athletes did not know that they had competed in the Olympic Games, believing that their sport had been only a part of the world’s fair. Only the athletic (track and field) events were really publicized in the media as being part of the Olympics.

			The Games were stretched out over five months (May–October), and formal opening and closing ceremonies were not held. Because of the confusion over titles and the many, many events held at the fair, it is difficult to know which events should actually be considered “Olympic” and which should not. The International Olympic Committee (IOC) had no real control over this, and thus one sees various listings. Many unusual sports and events were contested, such as motorboating, balloon racing, underwater swimming, and an obstacle swimming race. As a result, the number of nations and athletes competing is completely conjectural.

			Women made their Olympic début, with the first known competitors being a yachtswoman, Countess Hélène de Pourtalès of Switzerland, and three croquet players, Jeanne Filleaul-Brohy, Marie Ohnier, and Mme. Desprès. Charlotte Cooper (GBR) won the first championships by a woman, in tennis singles and mixed doubles. Margaret Abbott (USA) won the “Olympic” golf championship in early October. Neither of those two sports was labeled as Olympic by the organizers. Years later, Abbott’s relatives did not know for certain that the title she won that day had been for the Olympic championship. In many sports, medals were not awarded. Most of the listed prizes were cups and other similar trophies. In several sports, notably fencing and shooting, professional events were held and yet were considered later by the IOC to be of “Olympic” stature.

			The Games of the IIIrd Olympiad (1904): The Games of the IIIrd Olympiad were held in St. Louis, Missouri, USA, from 1 July through 23 November 1904. After the debacle of 1900, Coubertin was hoping for better from the United States in 1904, but his hopes were not realized. The Games had been awarded to Chicago, but St. Louis was to host a major world’s fair in 1904, the Louisiana Purchase International Exposition, and the St. Louis organizers wanted the Olympics as part of the fair. They threatened to hold competing Olympics if Chicago did not allow them to have the Games. Chicago eventually acquiesced.

			The Games were very similar to those held in 1900. They lasted almost five months, many of the events were not labeled as Olympic but only as championships of the fair (although the Games director, James E. Sullivan, considered everything an Olympic event), it is difficult to know which sports and events were definitely on the Olympic program, a number of unusual sports and events found their way onto the program, and the Games were mostly an afterthought to the fair. Again, the number of competing nations and athletes cannot be accurately determined.

			Coubertin vowed after 1904 that he would never again hold the Olympics as a sideshow to a fair. Notably, he did not even attend the Olympics in 1904, sending two IOC delegates from Hungary and Germany in his place. He was appalled when he heard of the happenings in St. Louis, but never more so than when he heard about the “Anthropological Days.” The fair organizers included several days of “Olympic” competitions among several so-called primitive tribes that were being exhibited at the Exposition. Among these were pygmies, Patagonians, Filipinos, Native American tribes, Japanese Ainus, and certain Asian tribes. Events included throwing bolos, mud fighting, and climbing a greased pole.

			Again, only the athletics (track and field) received any great publicity as being an Olympic sport. These events were virtually an American club championship, and in fact, Albert Spalding donated a trophy to be awarded to the American club scoring the most points in the event. Though surpassed by athletes in other sports, the American foursome of Archie Hahn, Harry Hillman, James Lightbody, and Ray Ewry won three gold medals each in track and field and received the bulk of the media attention. In other sports, American dominance was almost as complete, owing to the fact that only a few other countries attended the Games, and very few foreign athletes competed.

			Two black Tswana tribesmen who were part of the Boer War exhibition at the fair, Len Tau and Jan Mashiani, also competed in the marathon. Ironically, they are considered to be among the first Olympic competitors from South Africa.

			The Intercalated Olympic Games of 1906: The Olympic Games of 1906 were held in Athens, Greece, from 22 April through 2 May 1906. Twenty nations attended, with 840 athletes competing (834 men and 6 women). Fifteen Danish women also gave a gymnastics exhibition in 1906.

			Today, the IOC and some historians do not consider the 1906 Intercalated Olympics to be “true” Olympic Games. By doing so, they neglect the Games that may have helped save the Olympic Movement. After the debacles of 1900 and 1904, the Olympics were in desperate straits. The Greeks had wanted to host more Olympics, and they proposed holding “interim” Olympics, 
every four years in the even year between the Olympics. The first of these was scheduled in 1906. The Greeks later scheduled interim Olympics for 1910 and 1914, but political and economic events in Greece prevented those from being held.

			The Games of 1906 were not of the caliber of many Olympics of later years, but they were the best Olympics to that date. Again, many of the facilities were not of the highest quality. However, as in 1896, the Greeks approached their responsibility with enthusiasm and the most international field to date competed in these Olympics. A true opening ceremony was conducted for the first time, with the athletes marching with their teams following flag bearers from their own countries.

			The newspapers considered these Games to be the Olympics and labeled them as such. Coubertin, at first opposed to the idea, subsequently embraced them as Olympics when he saw that the Greeks were organizing the best “Olympics” of the modern era. The IOC made no official determination of the status of these events at first, but in 1948 declared them not to be official, based on the findings of the Brundage Commission. The Olympics of 1906 deserve that title much more so than do the farces held in 1900 and 1904. They resurrected the flagging Olympic Movement.

			The Games of the IVth Olympiad (1908): The Games of the IVth Olympiad were held in London, England, from 27 April through 31 October 1908. Twenty-two nations attended, with 2,024 athletes competing (1,980 men and 44 women). The Games were originally awarded to Rome, Italy, which was chosen over Berlin, Germany, at the 6th IOC Session in London on 22 June 1904. Historically, it has usually been stated that the Italians relinquished the 1908 Olympics because of the 1906 explosion of Mt. Vesuvius, which erupted near Naples, and the Italians felt that they needed the money to rebuild the area around the volcano. However, it is now established that the Italians were preparing to give up their rights to the IVth Olympiad, for financial reasons, even before the explosion. London gladly agreed to host the 1908 Olympics after the Italians told the IOC of their plans.

			These Olympics were easily the best organized to date. They also had the most international flavor of any Olympics yet held. By now the Olympics were becoming “known” to the world, and athletes everywhere wanted to compete and managed to find ways to do so. Still, the Games, though superbly run, are best known for multiple political arguments and other bickering that occurred. For the first time, all nations competed with official teams, rather than with individual or club entries. Another innovation was that a winter sport made its Olympic début, with figure skating added to the Olympic Program.

			The problems began at the opening ceremony. The Swedish and U.S. flags did not fly over the stadium, as the organizers stated that they could not find them. This so infuriated the Swedes that when a dispute arose over wrestling rules later in the Games, they threatened to withdraw from the competition. The Finns marched in the ceremony without a flag. Finland was a territory of Russia in 1908, but Russia allowed it to compete separately, provided it did so under the Russian flag. The Finns, in protest, marched under no flag. The United States later protested the officiating in multiple track and field athletic events.

			Two of the best-known controversies involved the 400 meter race and the marathon. In the 400 meters, American John Carpenter won the initial running of the final, but was disqualified when it was ruled that he had run out of his lane in the final straight to impede Britain’s Wyndham Halswelle. The other two Americans in the final, William Robbins and John Taylor, refused to run in the second final, and Halswelle walked over to the gold medal. In the tug-of-war, the Americans pulled a team of London policeman in the first round and were easily defeated. But the Americans protested the footwear of the London constables, stating that they were specially prepared to give them better traction during the pull. The protest was disallowed.

			The final controversy and the most memorable event of the 1908 Olympics was the marathon. The race was to start at Windsor Castle so that Queen Alexandra’s grandchildren could watch the beginning. The distance from there to the finish line at the Shepherd’s Bush stadium was 26 miles, 385 yards. This was the first time this distance was chosen for a marathon, and it later became the standard.

			The leader for most of the second half of the race was Dorando Pietri, a candymaker from Capri, Italy. But when Pietri entered the stadium, he was totally exhausted. Like a drunken sailor, he staggered and fell several times before the finish line. He also turned in the wrong direction twice during the last lap. Officials, urged on by sympathetic fans, helped him to his feet and directed him to the finish line. He finished the race first and was declared the winner. Johnny Hayes of the United States finished a few hundred meters behind him. An immediate protest was lodged, and Pietri was disqualified, with Hayes winning the gold medal.

			The Games of the Vth Olympiad (1912): The Games of the Vth Olympiad were held in Stockholm, Sweden, from 5 May through 27 July 1912. After the problems and controversies of 1908, the pseudo-Olympics of 1900 and 1904, and the meager international participation of 1896 and 1906, Stockholm should be credited with the first truly modern Games of Olympic proportions. No other city was seriously considered as host for 1912, and Stockholm was elected by acclamation at the 10th IOC Session in Berlin on 28 May 1909. Twenty-seven nations attended, with 2,377 athletes competing (2,324 men and 53 women).

			The Games were marvelously organized. The only significant political problems concerned the entries of Finland and Bohemia. Both nations wished to compete as independent nations, but in 1912 Finland was still a part of Russia, and Bohemia was a part of the Austro–Hungarian Empire. As in 1908, both were allowed to compete but were not allowed to use their own flags.

			Probably more than any other Olympics, the 1912 Games belonged to one person, Jim Thorpe. Jim Thorpe was a Sac and Fox Indian from Oklahoma who had attended the Carlisle Indian School. In 1912, Thorpe decided to compete in the two new Olympic events testing the all-around abilities of the track and field athletes: the decathlon of 10 events and the pentathlon of 5 events. He won by enormous margins. When Thorpe was awarded his prizes by King Gustav V, the king reportedly said, “Sir, you are the greatest athlete in the world.” Thorpe’s reply was supposedly, “Thanks, King.” But in 1913, it was discovered that Thorpe had played minor league professional baseball in 1909 and 1910, and he was stripped of his medals. This violated the rules as published by the 1912 Organizing Committee, as the discovery of his having played professional baseball was made after the statute of limitations had run out. Seventy years later, in 1982, the IOC finally relented and restored the medals to Thorpe’s family—he had died in 1953.

			Hannes Kolehmainen of Finland, the first of the great Flying Finn distance runners, also made his début at the 1912 Olympics. He won four medals: three gold in the 5,000 meters, 10,000 meters, and individual cross-country, and a silver in the team cross-country. When Kolehmainen won, the Russian flag was raised because of Finland’s subjugation to the Russians at that time. “I would almost rather not have won, than see that flag up there,” he said (Lord Killanin and John Rodda, The Olympic Games 1984, 77 [Salem, N.H.: Michael Joseph, 1983]).

			A tragedy occurred at the 1912 Olympic Games, when the Portuguese marathoner Francisco Lazaro collapsed during the race and died early the next morning. He was the first Olympic athlete to die during the competition. This has occurred only one other time, in 1960, when the Danish cyclist Knut Enemark Jensen died during the cycling road race.

			The 1912 Olympics were also noteworthy for the first swimming events for women. Previously, women had competed at the Olympics to any degree only in tennis, with minor appearances in archery, golf, yachting, and croquet in 1900, 1904, and 1908. There were only two swim events for women in 1912, a 100 meter freestyle and a freestyle relay, as well as a high diving event, but they were important as they were the first truly “athletic” events in which women were allowed to compete at the Olympics. The list of events in which women compete would increase with each Olympiad.

			The Games of the VIth Olympiad (1916): The Games of the VIth Olympiad were originally awarded to Berlin, Germany, which was chosen at the 15th IOC Session in Stockholm on 4 July 1912 over Budapest, Hungary. Other cities that expressed an interest in hosting the 1916 Olympics were Alexandria, Egypt; Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Brussels, Belgium; and Cleveland, Ohio, USA. Because of World War I, the Games were not celebrated. Winter sports on snow and ice, skiing and skating, were also on the original program of the 1916 Olympics.

			The Games of the VIIth Olympiad (1920): The Games of the VIIth Olympiad were held in Antwerp, Belgium, from 23 April through 12 September 1920. Other cities that had expressed an interest in hosting the 1920 Olympic Games were Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Atlanta, Georgia, USA; Budapest, Hungary; Cleveland, Ohio, USA; Havana, Cuba; and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. An offer from Lyon was seriously considered during World War I, when Belgium was being ravaged by the effects of the War, but Antwerp was officially chosen at the 18th IOC Session in Lausanne on 5 April 1919. Eventually, 29 nations attended the Games in Antwerp, with 2,664 athletes competing (2,587 men and 77 women).

			The war was barely over when the 1920 Olympics were finally awarded to war-ravaged Belgium. Coubertin decided that, although the war would be over less than two years, the VIIth Olympiad should be celebrated as scheduled. Although the Games were decidedly austere, the Belgian people and the organizing committee did an amazing job in preparing for the Games on such short notice.

			The opening ceremonies were notable for the first use of the Olympic flag at the Olympics, the first time the Olympic Oath was taken by a competitor (Victor Boin), and the first release of homing pigeons as a symbol of peace. Of the 29 countries competing, Germany, Austria, Hungary, and Bulgaria were missing, as the IOC barred them because they were aggressor nations in World War I, although this was opposed by IOC President Pierre de Coubertin.

			The Olympics were most notable for the début of Paavo Nurmi of Finland, possibly the greatest distance runner ever. Nurmi competed in four events, losing only in the 5,000 meters. His countryman, Hannes Kolehmainen, returned eight years after his Stockholm victories in the 5,000 and 10,000 meters, and won the marathon. The shooting program contained 20 events, including 10 team events, allowing Willis Lee and Lloyd Spooner of the United States to win seven medals, and Carl Osburn (USA) to win six. Nedo Nadi (ITA) was also much decorated, winning five gold medals in fencing.

			The Antwerp Olympics helped the world recover from the Great War. Coubertin summarized them in the Antwerp town hall when he addressed the IOC in the presence of King Albert of Belgium:

			This is what the seventh Olympiad has brought us: general comprehension; the certainty of being henceforward understood by all. . . . These festivals . . . are above all festivals of human unity. In an incomparable synthesis the effort of muscles and of mind, mutual help and competition, lofty patriotism and intelligent cosmopolitanism, the personal interest in the champion and the abnegation of the team-member, are bound in a sheaf for a common task.

			The 1st Olympic Winter Games (1924): The 1st Olympic Winter Games were held in Chamonix, France, from 25 January through 4 February 1924. Sixteen nations attended, with 291 athletes competing (278 men and 13 women).

			In June 1922, the French Olympic Committee held a congress at which representatives of skiing, skating, and ice hockey were present. They arranged to hold an International Winter Sports Week in Chamonix in early 1924. The contests were not originally called the Olympic Games, but the opening speech, though not using the word Olympic in their title, did state that they were under the “High Patronage of the International Olympic Committee.” (Of note, however, is that all newspaper coverage called them the Olympic Winter Games.) Their original official title was the Semaine internationale des sports d’hiver (International Winter Sports Week). On 27 May 1925, the IOC amended its charter to begin a cycle of Olympic Winter Games. The Chamonix events were never officially mentioned as the 1st Olympic Winter Games in this proclamation. It is felt, however, that this was an error of the secretary taking the minutes, as the IOC has long since recognized the 1924 Chamonix events as the 1st Olympic Winter Games.

			The politics of declaring these as Olympic Games may have been more interesting than the Games themselves. The 1924 Winter Olympics saw Clas Thunberg and Thorleif Haug crowned as multiple champions in skating and skiing, respectively. Gillis Grafström repeated his title in men’s figure skating, which he had won at the Summer Games in Antwerp in 1920. In women’s figure skating, Herma Planck-Szabó of Austria won the title, but the eighth, and last, place finisher would later become the greatest women’s figure skater ever, Sonja Henie.

			The Games of the VIIIth Olympiad (1924): The Games of the VIIIth Olympiad were held in Paris, France, from 4 May through 27 July 1924. Other cities considered as hosts were Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Barcelona, Spain; Los Angeles, California, USA; Prague, Czechoslovakia; and Rome, Italy. Forty-four nations attended the 1924 Olympics, with 3,066 athletes competing (2,931 men and 135 women). After the difficulties of the 1900 Olympics in Paris, Coubertin fervently desired to see his home city host another Olympics. Paris was chosen to host the 1924 Olympics at the 20th IOC Session in Lausanne on 2 June 1921 and redeemed itself nicely.

			The 1924 Olympics are today most famous as the Olympics of Harold Abrahams and Eric Liddell, the Olympics of Chariots of Fire. In 1981, the movie Chariots of Fire was made, celebrating the lives of Abrahams and Liddell and their route to the 1924 Olympic Games. The movie won the Academy Award for Best Picture of the Year. It was an excellent movie, but much of the story was apocryphal, with ample use of poetic license.

			Besides its heralded stars, the 1924 Olympics unveiled several other notable firsts. The Olympic motto—“Citius, Altius, Fortius”—was used for the first time at the Olympic Games themselves, although Coubertin had used it as early as 1894 in the Revue Olympique. And at the closing ceremony the practice of raising three flags—one for the IOC, one for the host nation, and one for the succeeding host nation—was instituted for the first time. For the first time, there was also a small Olympic Village at Paris.

			In swimming, Johnny Weissmuller (USA) made his first Olympic appearance and showed why he would someday become known as the world’s greatest swimmer. He later competed in the 1928 Olympics as well, and then turned to Hollywood, where he became famous as Tarzan, portraying that character in 19 movies.

			The Games themselves were the personal playground of Paavo Nurmi, who took up where he left off in 1920. Nurmi won five gold medals and could have won more had the schedule allowed him time to compete in more events.

			The 2nd Olympic Winter Games (1928): The 2nd Olympic Winter Games were held in St. Moritz, Switzerland, from 11 through 19 February 1928. Other cities considered by the IOC as possible hosts were Davos, Switzerland, and Engelberg, Switzerland, but St. Moritz was awarded the Games at the 28th IOC Session in Lausanne on 10 April 1929. Twenty-five nations attended, with 464 athletes competing (436 men and 28 women). The 1928 Olympic Winter Games were highly successful, but the organizers had to contend with poor weather. The föhn, a strong wind coming down the leeward side of a mountain and carrying warm weather with it, postponed several events and forced the cancellation of one. On the morning of the 50 kilometer cross-country skiing, the temperature was about 0° C (32° F), but during the competition, the föhn came in, and temperatures rose to 25° C (77° F) by mid-day, playing havoc with the snow and waxing conditions.

			Later that night, the warm weather brought rain, which poured down and ruined the ski courses. Fortunately, snow and frost over the next few days rescued the organizers. But the föhn affected several other events as well. In the 10,000 meter speed skating, Irving Jaffee (USA) had the best time after the first few runs. But the föhn was bringing in warm weather and melting the rink, so the event was halted because of the conditions, and it was never restarted. Jaffee is listed by some American sources, incorrectly, as having won the event, but it actually was never contested to a conclusion. The five-man bobsled race also suffered from the wrath of the föhn, when the course thawed and the four-run contest was shortened to only two runs.

			The individual stars of the Games were Clas Thunberg, who won two more golds in speed skating; Johan Grøttumsbråten, who won two Nordic skiing golds; Gillis Grafström, who won his third consecutive figure skating title; and Sonja Henie, who won her first of three Olympic figure skating championships. But perhaps the real star of the 1928 Winter Olympics was the Canadian ice hockey leviathan, which in the absence of American participation was unchallenged in winning the title, with a goal margin of 38–0.

			The Games of the IXth Olympiad (1928): The Games of the IXth Olympiad were held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands, from 17 May through 12 August 1928. The only other city seriously considered as a host was Los Angeles, California, USA. Amsterdam was chosen as host of the 1928 Olympics at the 19th IOC Session in Lausanne on 2 June 1921. Forty-six nations attended, with 2,871 athletes competing (2,597 men and 274 women).

			The 1928 Olympic Games were remarkable for the return of Germany to the Olympic Games for the first time since 1912, after the country had not been invited in 1920 or 1924. In addition, an Olympic flame burned at the Olympic stadium for the first time ever. It burned atop the marathon tower, although it was not lit at the end of a torch relay.

			The 1928 Olympics were an unusual event, in that no single athlete dominated. Paavo Nurmi was back and won three more medals, but only one was gold. Johnny Weissmuller was back and again won two gold medals. But the biggest story of the 1928 Olympics was probably the emergence of women.

			The Ancient Olympic Games did not allow women as competitors, or even as spectators. If they were found to be watching, they were supposedly put to death. Baron de Coubertin did not want women in the Olympics, and he explicitly said so several times in his writings. In the modern Olympics, probably because of Coubertin’s opposition, women were admitted slowly and only grudgingly.

			Women had competed at the Olympics since 1900, but in small numbers and never in the showcase sport of track and field athletics. Women were not allowed to compete in this sport until the 1928 Olympics. Track and field is governed by the IAAF (International Amateur Athletic Federation), and it did not initially support the admission of women’s track and field to the Olympics. So the women formed a separate organization, the FSFI (Fédération Sportive Féminine Internationale). The FSFI held its own events, the Women’s “Olympics” in 1922 in Paris, and the 1926 “2nd International Ladies’ Games” in Göteborg, Sweden.

			It was only after these games proved the success of women’s athletics that the IAAF acquiesced and allowed the sport into the Olympics. However, in 1928 only five events were held for women. The 1928 Olympic track and field events were so few and in such varied disciplines that no single woman could dominate. They were marred when several women finalists were on the verge of collapse after the 800 meters, which was also a common sight among men. The IOC reacted by barring women from running distances over 200 meters, and this was not changed until 1960. Women also competed in Amsterdam in gymnastics for the first time at the Olympics.

			The 1928 Olympics were one of the last truly peaceful and fully attended Olympics. The Great Depression had not yet occurred, which would mar the 1932 Olympics. Hitler was still in prison, and the post–World War II boycotts were yet to come. They were missing a single standout athlete and one other thing. Because of illness, Coubertin missed his first Olympics since 1906. He did not get to see women compete in track and field.

			The 3rd Olympic Winter Games (1932): The 3rd Olympic Winter Games were held in Lake Placid, New York, USA, from 4 through 15 February 1932. Seventeen nations attended, with 252 athletes competing (231 men and 21 women). Several other U.S. cities also submitted candidatures to the IOC, as well as Montreal, Quebec, Canada, but Lake Placid was chosen to host at the 27th IOC Session in Lausanne on 10 April 1929.

			The biggest news of these Games was the controversy over the manner in which the speed skating events were contested. For the first time in Olympic history, the European method of skating time trials in pairs was not used. Instead, the American method of pack racing was used to determine the Olympic champions. (It became a separate indoor discipline of the sport again in 1992 at Albertville.) The Europeans, unaccustomed to the style, fared badly, and the great Clas Thunberg, still a viable competitor at age 39, refused to compete, somewhat in protest of the change but also because he did not give himself much chance to win in that style. Norway’s Ivar Ballangrud did compete, but managed only a silver medal in the unfamiliar style.

			One innovation that débuted at the Olympics in 1932 was the use of the three-level victory podium for presentation of the medals. It had first been used at the 1930 British Empire Games in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada.

			The pack style did make heroes of two U.S. skaters. Hometown boy Jack Shea returned from Dartmouth College and won the 500 and 1,500 meter races. He also delivered the oath of the athletes, and in 1980 would be a member of the Organizing Committee when the Winter Olympics returned to Lake Placid. Irving Jaffee won the other two events, the 5,000 and 10,000 meters. A few years later, during the depths of the Great Depression, he pawned the gold medals and never saw them again.

			In figure skating, Gillis Grafström competed again, but was finally defeated as Austrian Karl Schäfer won the title, with Grafström second. Sonja Henie repeated in the women’s competition. In bobsledding, U.S. teammates Billy Fiske and Clifford Grey repeated as gold medalists from 1928.

			The Games of the Xth Olympiad (1932): The Games of the Xth Olympiad were held in Los Angeles, California, USA, from 30 July through 14 August 1932. It was the only city that applied to host the Olympics. Los Angeles was awarded the Games by acclamation at the 22nd IOC Session on 8 April 1923. Only 37 nations attended, the first time the number of competing nations had not increased at an Olympics. There were 1,329 competing athletes (1,203 men and 126 women). The Depression and the travel distance kept the international turnout low. Fewer than half as many athletes competed as in 1928, as many nations sent only small squads.

			The 1932 Olympics also saw the unveiling of a woman to rival the feats of Jim Thorpe. Mildred Ella “Babe” Didrikson was a 21-year-old Texas tomboy in 1932. She was from Dallas and was heralded even before the Olympics. Restrictions on women’s participation prevented Babe from showing her true colors. She was allowed to enter only three events, though no such restriction existed for men. She won the javelin throw and the 80 meter hurdles, but in a virtual dead heat with Evelyne Hall (USA). Babe was second in the high jump, losing in a jump-off after she tied for first with Jean Shiley. Had she been able to compete in more events, it is likely that Didrikson could have won several more medals. After the Olympics, Babe Didrikson took up golf and became the greatest women’s player in that sport.

			Paavo Nurmi also attempted to compete at the 1932 Olympics, but was not allowed to do so. Shortly before the Games, the IOC declared him a professional for having received money for a tour of Germany. He had planned to run the marathon in 1932, and it is almost certain that he would have won that race, had he been allowed to compete.

			The United States dominated what was close to a domestic Olympics, winning 41 gold medals and 103 medals in all. This was more than the winning totals of the four next best nations combined.

			The 4th Olympic Winter Games (1936): The 4th Olympic Winter Games were held in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, from 6 through 16 February 1936. Garmisch-Partenkirchen was chosen by the IOC at its 32nd Session in Vienna on 8 June 1933. Other candidate cities were Montreal, Quebec, Canada, and St. Moritz, Switzerland. Twenty-eight nations attended, with 668 athletes competing (588 men and 80 women).

			The 1936 Olympic Winter Games were held under the Nazi regime of Adolf Hitler. When IOC President Henri de Baillet-Latour was traveling to Garmisch to see the Games, he was astonished to see road signs en route declaring “Dogs and Jews not allowed.” Baillet-Latour requested an audience with Der Führer and demanded that the signs be taken down. Hitler replied that he thought it usual, when a guest entered a person’s home, that the guest followed the wishes of the host. Baillet-Latour responded that when the flag of Olympia flew over the area, he became the host, and Hitler was only an invited guest. Hitler acquiesced and had the signs removed.

			The Games were opened in a blinding snowstorm. They ended with the ski jump being watched by a record attendance of 150,000 people. Ivar Ballangrud won three more gold medals in speed skating. Sonja Henie won her third consecutive gold medal in figure skating, but the victory was a bit controversial. Henie had become a favorite of Der Führer, and it was thought that he wished her to win. She was not undeserving, but Britain’s Cecilia Colledge was much improved, and some thought that her second place finish was less than it could have been.

			The biggest upset of the 1936 Olympic Winter Games occurred in ice hockey, when the British team defeated the Canadians. The victory was aided by the scheming of J.F. “Bunny” Ahearne, general secretary of the British Ice Hockey Federation. Ahearne had a “mole” working in the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association and by 1934 had a complete list of all Canadian registered players who had been born in the British Isles. He contacted many of them, and the team that won in Garmisch was led by eight ersatz Brits, several of whom had been imported from Canada. The Canadians howled in protest, but to no avail.

			The Games of the XIth Olympiad (1936): The Games of the XIth Olympiad were held in Berlin, Germany, from 1 through 16 August 1936. The IOC considered at least 11 other cities as possible hosts, but Berlin was chosen in a postal vote over Barcelona, Spain, by 43–16 at the 30th IOC Session in Barcelona on 26 April 1931. Forty-nine nations attended, with 3,955 athletes competing (3,626 men and 329 women).

			Because of Nazi policies against Jews and their aggressive national tendencies, there were many protests against the Olympics being held in Berlin in 1936. The Americans came the closest to boycotting in protest, although the British and French both considered the option. At the IOC Session in Vienna on 7 June 1933, the membership discussed the discrepancy between Nazi doctrine and Olympic principles, with two American members questioning the German members about their country’s policies. At the 33rd IOC Session in Athens on 15 May 1934, Lord Aberdare, a British member, then expressed concerns about reports from Germany. He pointedly asked the German IOC members if their government’s pledges were trustworthy. In September 1934, future IOC president Avery Brundage traveled to Germany to inspect the country and its policies. He later recommended that the Games go on in Germany, but calls for a boycott continued, although they were never realized. One US IOC member, Ernest Lee Jahncke, supported the boycott, and was removed from the IOC.

			The Games were magnificently staged, as Hitler spared no expense and used them as a propaganda tool to demonstrate the beauty and efficiency of the Third Reich. He had Leni Riefenstahl, a renowned German filmmaker, produce a wondrous movie, Olympia, to ensure that the propaganda would not end at the closing ceremonies.

			No other Olympics belonged to a single noncompetitor as much as the 1936 Olympics with Adolf Hitler. But these Olympics were actually dominated by Jesse Owens. He showed up Hitler’s Aryan supremacy theories and ruled the Berlin Olympic Games. Owens, a black American, won four gold medals in track and field athletics, winning the 100 meters, the 200 meters, the long (broad) jump, and the 4 x 100 meter relay. He was the most heralded and popular athlete of the 1936 Olympics.

			The greatest innovation of the 1936 Olympics was conceived by Dr. Carl Diem, head of the Organizing Committee. He proposed that a torch relay be instituted to carry a flame from ancient Olympia to the Berlin Stadium and then to light the Olympic flame at the stadium. On 20 July 1936, 15 Greek maidens clad in short, belted smocks, representing the robes of priestesses, gathered on the plain at ancient Olympia, and the flame was lit there by the rays of the Greek sun off a reflector. The high priestess presented the flame to Kyril Kondylis, the first Greek runner, to begin a torch relay. After being carried several thousand miles, the flame arrived in Berlin, where it was lit in the stadium by Fritz Schilgen. It is sad to think that the flame of Olympia burned over a Reich that later used flames to incinerate millions of Jews and other “undesirables” in World War II.

			The 1940 Olympic Winter Games: The 5th Olympic Winter Games, scheduled for 3–14 February 1940, were originally awarded to Sapporo, Japan, at the 37th IOC Session in Warsaw on 9 June 1937. Sapporo withdrew on 16 July 1938, and the Games were awarded to St. Moritz at the IOC Executive Board meeting in Brussels on 3 September 1938. St. Moritz was removed by the IOC on 9 June 1939 at the 39th IOC Session in London, and the 1940 Olympic Winter Games were then awarded to Garmisch-Partenkirchen, which eventually also withdrew. The Games were not held because of World War II.

			The Games of the XIIth Olympiad (1940): The Games of the XIIth Olympiad were to have been held 22 September–6 October 1940, but did not take place because of the onset of World War II. At the 36th IOC Session in Berlin on 31 July 1936, the Games were awarded to Tokyo, Japan, in a vote of 36–27 over Helsinki, Finland. Other cities that had expressed interest in hosting the 1940 Olympics were Alexandria, Egypt; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Dublin, Ireland; Athens, Greece; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Barcelona, Spain; Budapest, Hungary; and either Toronto or Montreal, Canada. On 16 July 1938, Tokyo withdrew as host. On 3 September 1938, at the IOC Executive Board meeting in Brussels, the Games were awarded to Helsinki, but the Games were canceled late in 1939.

			The 1944 Olympic Winter Games: Although the 1940 Olympic Winter Games were not held, the 5th Olympic Winter Games were scheduled for 1944 and were awarded to Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, which was chosen over Montreal, Quebec, Canada, and Oslo, Norway, at the 39th IOC Session in London on 9 June 1939. The Games were not celebrated because of World War II.
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			The Games of the XIIIth Olympiad (1944): The Games of the XIIIth Olympiad were to have been held in 1944, but did not take place because of World War II. The Games had been awarded to London, England, which won the IOC nomination with 20 votes over Rome, Italy (11 votes); Detroit, Michigan, USA (2 votes); and Lausanne, Switzerland (1 vote), at the 39th IOC Session in London on 9 June 1939.

			The 5th Olympic Winter Games (1948): The 5th Olympic Winter Games were held in St. Moritz, Switzerland, from 30 January through 8 February. Twenty-eight nations attended, with 668 athletes competing (591 men and 77 women). The only candidate that opposed St. Moritz for 1948 was Lake Placid, New York. After a postal vote, St. Moritz was chosen by the IOC Executive Board, which met in Lausanne on 4 September 1946 and made its decision.

			St. Moritz hurriedly put together excellent arrangements for the Games, which were again disturbed, though less severely, by the föhn. Several ice hockey matches (held outdoors) were postponed, and the 10,000 meter speed skating was hampered by softening ice during the event, but no events were canceled this time.

			Alpine skiing made its true Olympic début. Combined events for men and women had been held in 1936, but this time there were three events for both men and women. Two athletes won a second “St. Moritz” Olympic medal, as “Bibi” Torriani played on the Swiss ice hockey team to match his bronze from 1928, and John Heaton (USA) also repeated his silver medal from the skeleton race in 1928. The skeleton race, a form of tobogganing then unique to the St. Moritz resort, was held at the Olympics for the second time. Skeleton returned to the Olympic Program in 2002 at Salt Lake City.

			The Games of the XIVth Olympiad (1948): The Games of the XIVth Olympiad were held in London, England, from 29 July through 14 August 1948. The Games were awarded by a postal vote after the IOC recommended London as the site to its members. The vote was confirmed by the IOC membership at its 40th Session in Lausanne on 4 September 1946. Other candidate cities were Baltimore, Maryland, USA; Lausanne, Switzerland; Los Angeles, California, USA; Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA; and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA. Fifty-nine nations attended, with 4,070 athletes competing (3,677 men and 393 women).

			As in 1920, the IOC decided that it was necessary to resurrect the Olympic Movement at the earliest scheduled time. Thus, although England had been ravaged by Hitler’s air raids, the Games of the XIVth Olympiad were awarded to London in 1948. In spite of years of difficulties caused by rationing of food, clothes, and other essential materials, the English organizing committee did an outstanding job.

			No great innovations accompanied the Games themselves, as most of the protocols of the opening, closing, and victory ceremonies were by now established. However, these Games were significant because they were televised for the first time, although only to small local audiences. Television sets were still quite rare.

			One country that was missed was the Soviet Union. The USSR had competed in 1946 at the European Championships in track and field athletics, and it was thought that perhaps it would return to the Olympics in 1948. This was not to be, and the reasons for its failure to compete have never been fully revealed. Germany and Japan were not invited because they were considered aggressor nations during World War II.

			As a very popular sport in England, track and field was truly the focus of these Olympics, as it so often is. Three athletes stood out in the athletics stadium. “Fanny” Blankers-Koen (NED), a 30-year-old mother of three children in 1948, won the 100 meter, 200 meter, and 80 meter high hurdles, and helped win gold in the 4 x 100 meter relay. Bob Mathias (USA), a 17-year-old schoolboy, won the decathlon despite a torrential downpour throughout much of the two-day event. In the next few years, he would prove that it was not a fluke. He would win again in 1952 at Helsinki and was never defeated in his decathlon career. Finally, Emil Zátopek (TCH) won the 10,000 meters and finished second in the 5,000. It was only a prelude to his heroics in 1952.

			The 6th Olympic Winter Games (1952): The 6th Olympic Winter Games were held in Oslo, Norway, from 14 through 25 February 1952. Thirty nations attended, with 693 athletes competing (584 men and 109 women). At the 41st IOC Session in Stockholm on 21 June 1947, Oslo was chosen by the IOC over Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, and Lake Placid, New York, USA.
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			The Olympic Winter Games were finally held in a Nordic country, and an Olympic flame was first lit at the Olympic Winter Games. Unlike the summer flame, however, this flame was originally lit from the hearth of the house in Morgedal, Norway, where Sondre Norheim, the pioneer of modern skiing, was born. At the end of a ski relay, Eigil Nansen, grandson of the explorer Fridtjof Nansen, lit the flame in the Bislett Stadium.

			Norway’s athletes dominated the events, especially Hjalmar Andersen, who won three gold medals in speed skating. In Alpine skiing, the handsome Stein Eriksen of Norway seemed the embodiment of a modern ski hero. He won the giant slalom and was second in the slalom. Dick Button of the United States won his second consecutive men’s figure skating championship. In women’s skiing, Andrea Mead-Lawrence (USA) won two events by upsetting the European women.

			In bobsledding, Germany won both the two-man and four-man events. Its “athletes” in this event were so large that their momentum helped them win by increasing their speed. This caused the International Bobsleigh Federation to change its rules to place a weight limit on bobsled teams.

			The Games of the XVth Olympiad (1952): The Games of the XVth Olympiad were held in Helsinki, Finland, from 19 July through 3 August 1952. Sixty-nine nations attended, with 4,931 athletes competing (4,410 men and 521 women). At the 41st IOC Session in Stockholm on 21 June 1947, Helsinki won the vote in the second round over Los Angeles, California, USA; Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA; Amsterdam, the Netherlands; Detroit, Michigan, USA; Chicago, Illinois, USA; and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA.
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			In 1952, the biggest news from Helsinki was that the Soviets were there. After the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917, the USSR had not competed in the Olympics until the Helsinki Games. The world braced for the athletic battles between the Soviet Union and the United States—in effect, a Cold War Olympics. The Soviets were accorded one rather unusual allowance. They were housed in a separate Olympic Village and stayed only with athletes from the Eastern Bloc countries of Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria, Romania, and Czechoslovakia.

			It is always an exciting moment when the Olympic torch enters the stadium. In 1952, the excitement was palpable when the Finnish crowd realized that the torchbearer was the Finnish hero of heroes, Paavo Nurmi. Although by then 55 years old, Nurmi carried the torch on high and still had his very familiar stride. Not only the crowd, but even the athletes, were excited. They broke ranks to run to the side of the track to get closer to the distance running legend. Some Finnish football players then brought the torch from the track to the top of the tower, handing it to Hannes Kolehmainen, second only to Nurmi in the Finnish pantheon of sporting heroes. The 62-year-old Kolehmainen lit the Olympic flame at the top of the tower.

			Given that the Games were opened by two of the greatest distance runners ever, it was fitting that the 1952 Olympics were dominated by a distance runner who even surpassed a few of their feats. Emil Zátopek, the Czech who had won the 10,000 meters in 1948, was by now the greatest distance runner in the world. He entered the 5,000 and 10,000 meters and won both of them rather easily. He then entered the marathon, a race he had never before run. Still, the extra distance did not deter Zátopek. He was running with the favored Jim Peters of Great Britain for the first half of the race, when he turned to Peters and asked him if the pace wasn’t a bit slow. With no reply, Zátopek took off and was never seen again by Peters. Zátopek won the race by over 2½ minutes, while Peters failed to finish.

			The Americans and the Soviets met several times in these Olympics, most notably in the boxing ring. In 1952, the Americans had the best of it, though the Soviets would improve in the coming years. The press made a big thing out of the medal counts, which were led early by the Soviet Union, although the United States eventually won the most medals and gold medals. This too would change in later Olympics. Two other nations returned to the Olympic fold, as both Germany and Japan were invited to compete in 1952.

			The 7th Olympic Winter Games (1956): The 7th Olympic Winter Games were held in Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, from 26 January through 5 February 1956. Thirty-two nations attended, with 821 athletes competing (689 men and 132 women). Cortina d’Ampezzo was chosen at the 44th IOC Session in Rome on 28 April 1949 over Montreal, Quebec, Canada; Colorado Springs, Colorado, USA; and Lake Placid, New York, USA.
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			The Cortina Olympics began ominously when the torchbearer at the opening ceremony, speed skater Guido Caroli, tripped over a microphone wire and fell. However, he was not harmed, and the torch did not go out. After that initial difficulty, the Games were a wonder.

			The big news was the entrance of the Soviets into the Winter Olympics. The Soviet Union immediately excelled at speed skating and, in an upset, began its domination of ice hockey when its team defeated the Canadians.

			The hero of the Cortina Olympics was movie-idol-handsome Toni Sailer of Austria, “The Blitz from Kitz” (Kitzbühel). Sailer won all three Alpine skiing events by large margins each time. In ski jumping, the Finns introduced a new aerodynamic style when they placed their arms against their sides rather than forward in front of their heads. With the new method, Antti Hyvirinen and Aulis Kallakorpi took first and second, respectively. The figure skating competitions saw two very close contests, as Americans swept the men’s medals, with Hayes Alan Jenkins winning. Among the women, Tenley Albright narrowly defeated Carol Heiss. Heiss and Jenkins would later marry.

			The 1956 Equestrian Olympic Games: After the IOC awarded the Games of the XVIth Olympiad to Melbourne, Australia, it learned that Australian quarantine laws would not allow the importation of horses for the equestrian events without an extended quarantine period. This precluded Melbourne from being able to host the equestrian events at the 1956 Olympic Games. It was decided, actually in violation of the Olympic Charter, to hold separate Equestrian Olympic Games in Stockholm, Sweden, from 10 through 17 June 1956. At the 50th IOC Session in Athens on 13 May 1954, Stockholm was chosen, with 25 votes, over Paris, France (10 votes); Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (8 votes); Berlin, Germany (2 votes); and Los Angeles, California, USA (2 votes).

			The Equestrian Games of 1956 were held without major incidents and were contested by 29 nations and 159 athletes (146 men and 13 women). The opening ceremony was quite unusual, as all competitors came in on their mounts, including the flag bearers. Hans Wikne brought the Olympic flame into the stadium on horseback and lit the main torch. Karin Lindberg and Henry Eriksson held lighted torches, ran toward the stadium tower with the torches, and lit flames there. Sweden’s Henri Saint Cyr recited the oath of the athletes while on his horse and later won two gold medals in individual and team dressage. This was matched by Germany’s Hans Günter Winkler, who won gold medals in the individual and team show jumping events. The only controversy of the 1956 Equestrian Games occurred in the three-day event, when one horse broke his leg and had to be destroyed. The SPCA (Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals) was very upset, and a lengthy debate followed.

			The Games of the XVIth Olympiad (1956): The Games of the XVIth Olympiad were held in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia, from 22 November through 8 December 1956. Sixty-seven nations and 3,186 athletes eventually competed in Melbourne (2,816 men and 370 women). At the 44th IOC Session in Rome on 28 April 1949, Melbourne was awarded the Olympics by a single vote in the fourth round over Buenos Aires, Argentina. Other candidate cities were Los Angeles, California, USA (third round); Detroit, Michigan, USA (third round); Mexico City, Mexico (second round); Chicago, Illinois, USA (first round); Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA (first round); and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, USA (first round). 
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			This was the first time that the Games were held in the Southern Hemisphere and necessitated the Olympic Games being held very late in the year to take advantage of the early part of the Australian summer. Because of Australian quarantine laws, it was decided, in violation of the Olympic Charter, to hold separate Olympic Equestrian Games in Stockholm, Sweden from 10 to 17 June 1956. (See “The 1956 Equestrian Olympic Games,” above.)

			But between June and the Melbourne Olympics, the world was thrown into turmoil. On 29 October, Israel invaded Egypt’s Sinai peninsula. Then on 4 November 1956, 200,000 Soviet troops entered Budapest, Hungary, to quell political uprisings in that country. Egypt, Lebanon, and Iraq withdrew in protest at Israel’s action. The Netherlands, Spain, and, somewhat surprisingly, Switzerland, withdrew in protest at the Soviet action. (Switzerland later retracted its boycott, but too late for its athletes to reach Melbourne.) Switzerland kept alive its record of competing in every modern Olympics only because it had already been represented by athletes in Stockholm. These protests constituted the first true boycott in modern Olympic history, though the scene would be repeated many times in the coming decades.

			With that background, water polo had the unusual distinction of being perhaps the most awaited event of the Olympics. In a final round match, the Soviet Union met the Hungarians, usually a water polo power. The athletes from both countries wasted no time in breaking all known rules and niceties of water polo. The water was literally blood red several times during the match, and several players had to be helped out of the water because of bleeding. Hungary achieved some measure of revenge for the invasion of its country when it won, 4–0.

			The Games were less well attended than those of other years because of the travel distance to Australia. Still, all the major sporting countries were represented. In a precursor of problems to come, the People’s Republic of China (Beijing, then Peking) withdrew because the Republic of China (Taiwan) was allowed to compete. The question of the two countries’ representation would not be resolved for 28 years. However, Germany competed as a unified team, with athletes from both the Federal Republic of Germany (West) and the German Democratic Republic (East).

			The 8th Olympic Winter Games (1960): The 8th Olympic Winter Games were held in Squaw Valley, California, USA, from 18 through 28 February 1960. Thirty nations attended, with 664 athletes competing (520 men and 144 women). At the 51st IOC Session in Paris on 14 June 1955, Squaw Valley won a close contest by two votes over Innsbruck, Austria. Garmisch-
Partenkirchen, Germany, and St. Moritz, Switzerland, were also candidate cities, but were eliminated in the first round of voting.
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			When the 1960 Olympic Winter Games were awarded to Squaw Valley, all that existed there was a hotel. The ski village was the dream of Alexander Cushing, and he succeeded in convincing the IOC to hold the Olympics based on his dream. After the award, the Europeans verbally attacked the site for various reasons. The ski courses were not up to Fédération Internationale de Ski (FIS) caliber in the Alpine competitions, while in the Nordic races, the altitude (2,000 meters [6,650 feet]) was felt to be too stressful for the competitors. The Squaw Valley organizers polled the Winter Olympic nations and found that only nine would send a bobsled team, so they elected to save the expense by not building a run and not contesting the sport. In all, despite the initial misgivings about the site, the Games were well run, with few problems. And U.S. television crews were present, showing the events to the American people for the first time.

			Biathlon was introduced as a sport for the first time. Women’s speed skating also made its Olympic début and saw the arrival of Lidiya Skoblikova (URS), who won two gold medals. In figure skating, Hayes Alan Jenkins’s brother, David Jenkins, won the men’s titles, while David Jenkins’s future sister-in-law, Carol Heiss, avenged her 1956 defeat to easily win the women’s title. In the Nordic combined event, Georg Thoma (FRG) became the first non-Scandinavian to win a Nordic Olympic event. In ice hockey, the United States pulled a major upset when it defeated the Soviet Union in the semifinal match. The United States went on to defeat Czechoslovakia in the finals and win the gold medal. Not as well publicized as the miracle of 1980, the U.S. victory in 1960 was equally astonishing.

			The Games of the XVIIth Olympiad (1960): The Games of the XVIIth Olympiad were held in Rome, Italy, from 25 August through 11 September 1960. Eighty-three nations attended the Games, with 5,348 athletes competing (4,736 men and 612 women). At the 51st IOC Session in Paris on 16 June 1955, Rome was awarded the Games in the third round over Lausanne, Switzerland, by a vote of 35–24. The other candidate cities were Detroit, Michigan, USA (second round); Budapest, Hungary (second round); Brussels, Belgium (first round); Mexico City, Mexico (first round); and Tokyo, Japan (first round).
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			Rome had been awarded the 1908 Olympics, but eventually relinquished its right to host them. Fifty-two years later, the Olympics would return to the eternal city. Never before were the ancient and modern civilizations so intertwined at an Olympics. The 1960 Olympics were a wonder. With the boycotts, massacres, and political problems that were to come, many Olympic afficionados would later yearn for the glory that was ancient Greece and the grandeur that was modern Rome.

			Many of the events took place in settings thousands of years old. Wrestling was held in the Basilica of Maxentius, where similar competitions had taken place two millennia previously. Gymnastics events were contested in the Terme di Caracalla. The marathon began in front of the ancient Roman capitol, on Capitoline Hill, and finished along the Appian Way beneath the Arch of Constantine. For modern facilities, the Italians provided Stadio Olimpico, a beautiful track and field complex, the Sports Palace for boxing, and the velodrome for cycling.

			A number of heroes emerged from the Games. In women’s athletics, the Italians and the world thrilled to the feats of Wilma Rudolph, an American sprinter from Tennessee. Long-legged and attractive, she was dubbed by the European press “La Gazelle Noire”—the black gazelle. She won the women’s 100 meters and 200 meters and anchored the sprint relay.

			In basketball and boxing, two of the greatest ever practitioners of those sports were on display. In basketball, the U.S. men’s team won very easily, as the team was led by Oscar Robertson, Jerry West, Jerry Lucas, Walt Bellamy, and Terry Dischinger. Certainly the greatest amateur team ever, it rivals many of the great NBA teams. In boxing, the light-heavyweight gold medal was won by Cassius Marcellus Clay, who as Muhammad Ali would thrill the world for the next two decades as “The Greatest.”

			The 1960 Olympics were the first Summer Olympics televised in the United States, although all events were shown on tape delay after the film was flown from Rome to New York. And also for the first time since the 1912 marathon (Portuguese runner Francisco Lazaro), the Olympics saw the death of a competitor. In the cycling road race, Knut Enemark Jensen (DEN) collapsed and later died. He was found to have taken amphetamines, and his death was partially responsible for the institution of drug testing in the mid-1960s.

			The 9th Olympic Winter Games (1964): The 9th Olympic Winter Games were held in Innsbruck, Austria, from 29 January through 9 February 1964. Thirty-six nations attended, with 1,093 athletes competing (894 men and 199 women). At the 56th IOC Session in Munich, Germany, on 26 May 1959, Innsbruck (49 votes) was chosen in the first round over Calgary, Alberta, Canada (9 votes), and Lahti, Finland (0 votes).

			Innsbruck was an overwhelming choice to host the 1964 Olympic Winter Games, and the IOC has made few better choices. Innsbruck became the first Olympic host city since World War II, winter or summer, to spread the Olympic events around a bit, with some events being held 30 kilometers (20 miles) from Innsbruck’s center. Because of this and the central location of the city, well over a million spectators saw these Olympics. In addition, television now transmitted them to over a billion viewers. Computers were also present for the first time at the Olympics, as the electronic age came to Olympia.

			With all this, there were a few problems. The organizing committee forgot to order snow for the events. In the last few days, the Austrian army hauled 20,000 cubic meters of snow to the ski courses so they would be well packed. In practice before the Games, two athletes were killed—Ross Milne, an Australian skier, and Kazimierz Skrzypecki, a Polish-born British luger.

			Soviet women were the biggest winners at Innsbruck. Lidiya Skoblikova produced one of the great performances of the Olympic Winter Games when she won all four women’s speed skating gold medals in four days. In women’s cross-country skiing, Klavdiya Boyarskikh won gold medals in all three women’s events. The Soviets also ensured there would be no repeat of 1960 and won the ice hockey title easily. But in bobsledding, both events produced big upsets. Britain’s Tony Nash and Robin Dixon won the two-man title, while Vic Emery drove the four-man champion sled from Canada. Neither country had a bobsled run in 1964.

			The Games of the XVIIIth Olympiad (1964): The Games of the XVIIIth Olympiad were held in Tokyo, Japan, from 10 through 24 October 1964. Ninety-three nations attended, with 5,136 athletes competing (4,456 men and 680 women). At the 56th IOC Session in Munich, Germany, on 26 May 1959, Tokyo (34 votes) won the final vote in the first round over Detroit, Michigan, USA (10 votes); Vienna, Austria (9 votes); and Brussels, Belgium (5 votes).

			For the first time, the Olympic Games were celebrated in an Asian country. The Japanese were eager to prove that they had recovered from the horrors of World War II and, to emphasize the point, they chose as the final torchbearer Yoshinori Sakai, who had been born in Hiroshima on the day the atomic bomb immolated that city.

			Before the Games began, there was a minor controversy when Indonesia and North Korea withdrew because several of their athletes were declared ineligible. The affected athletes had competed in the Games of the New Emerging Forces (GANEFO) in Jakarta, Indonesia, in November 1963. Indonesia did not allow Taiwan or Israel to compete at those Games, so the International Federations for athletics, swimming, and shooting banned any athlete from the Tokyo Olympics who had competed at GANEFO. Because this affected several of their athletes, Indonesia and North Korea withdrew from Tokyo in protest. The only significant athlete missing was Dan Sin-Kim of North Korea, the women’s world record holder in the 400 and 800 meters.

			In athletics, Billy Mills of the United States pulled off one of the biggest upsets in Olympic history when he won the 10,000 meter run. The most decorated hero of the Games was swimmer Don Schollander, who won four gold medals in men’s swimming. Schollander could have won a fifth gold medal, but the U.S. coaches left him off the medley relay team, although he was America’s fastest freestyler.

			The Japanese were gracious hosts, and they were helped in their own efforts by two new Olympic sports, judo and volleyball. In volleyball the Japanese women, coached by the martinet-like Hirofumi Daimatsu, were easily victorious. In judo, the Japanese won three of the four gold medals. But the one they lost, in the open class to Holland’s Anton Geesink, was a crushing blow to the hosts, as it was considered the blue ribbon event of the sport at the time.

			The Games were beautifully run, and the minor boycott had no effect. The 1964 Olympics were the last Olympics to be held for 28 years without major political overtones and boycotts.

			The 10th Olympic Winter Games (1968): The 10th Olympic Winter Games were held in Grenoble, France, from 6 through 18 February 1968. Thirty-seven nations attended, with 1,159 athletes competing (948 men and 211 women). At the 62nd IOC Session in Innsbruck on 28 January 1964, Grenoble was chosen on the third ballot over a large field of candidate cities that included Calgary, Alberta, Canada; Lahti, Finland; Sapporo, Japan; Oslo, Norway; and Lake Placid, New York, USA.
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			The controversy so often associated with the Olympic Games began to reach Winter Olympia in 1968 at Grenoble. Though the Games went fairly well, there were many problems. Trouble began before the Olympics, when the IOC decided it wished to curb advertising on skis and clothing by the Alpine skiers. The IOC threatened to expel certain skiers, while the skiers threatened to withdraw en masse in revolt if that were done. A compromise was eventually reached in which the skiers agreed to remove all equipment with advertising prior to being photographed or interviewed.

			The 1968 Winter Games’ hero of heroes was Jean-Claude Killy, who had grown up and learned to ski in the neighboring mountains. He was favored in all three Alpine events, and all France expected Killy to duplicate Toni Sailer’s 1956 feat and win the three Alpine skiing gold medals. He succeeded, but not without a major controversy in the slalom. The race was held in fog, and both Karl Schranz (AUT) and Håkon Mjøn (NOR) initially posted faster times, but both were disqualified for missing gates. Schranz appealed, stating that he had been interfered with, and replays showed that he had. He was allowed a restart and again posted a winning time. But he was then disqualified when further investigation revealed that the interference on the first run occurred after Schranz had missed his gates. Killy had his third gold medal, and France had its hero.

			In the bobsled events, held on l’Alpe d’Huez, the site of so much heroism and suffering during the Tour de France, Eugenio Monti of Italy, multiple world champion who had failed to win at the 1956 and 1964 Winter Olympics, finally succeeded in winning an Olympic gold medal. In fact, he won two. In pairs figure skating, the almost lyrical team of Lyudmila Belousova and Oleg Protopopov won their second consecutive championship.

			The Games of the XIXth Olympiad (1968): The Games of the XIXth Olympiad were held from 12 through 27 October 1968 in Mexico City, Mexico. At the 61st IOC Session in Baden-Baden, Germany, on 18 October 1963, Mexico City had been awarded the Games on the first ballot, with 30 votes, over Detroit, Michigan, USA (14 votes); Lyon, France (12 votes); and Buenos Aires, Argentina (2 votes). One hundred twelve nations attended, with 5,555 athletes competing (4,772 men and 783 women).

			In 1963, the IOC awarded the Olympics to Mexico, despite warnings about the effects of competing at the altitude (2,134 meters) of Mexico City. The warnings would prove prophetic, both for good and bad, but also prominent because Mexico City was the first large-scale incursion of politics into the Olympic scene since 1936.

			Political problems first manifested themselves as protests by Mexican students before the Games. The students were upset that so much money was being spent on the Olympics in the face of widespread poverty in their own country. As the protest movement gathered momentum leading up to the Games, the Mexican Army took charge on the night of 2 October. When 10,000 people demonstrated in the Square of the Three Cultures in Mexico City, the army surrounded the crowd and opened fire. More than 250 people were killed, and over a thousand were injured.

			In the United States, Harry Edwards, a professor at San Jose State University, urged American blacks to boycott the Olympics to protest the rampant racism of American society. The boycott never materialized. However, his efforts came to fruition in the victory ceremony of the 200 meters. The race was won by Tommie Smith (USA), with the bronze medal going to John Carlos (USA). On the victory platform, as “The Star-Spangled Banner” played in the background almost unheard, the two black Americans stood barefoot, heads bowed, and raised a single black-gloved fist in their own form of protest. The IOC banned the two from future Olympic participation and ordered them to leave the Olympic Village immediately.

			On a positive political note, the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) and the German Democratic Republic (East Germany) entered separate national teams for the first time, although they competed wearing the same emblems and flag and used a joint anthem for medal ceremonies.

			The altitude severely affected many track and field events. Bob Beamon used the lesser gravity to set a stunning world record in the long jump of 8.90 meters (29 feet 2½ inches). It would not be broken for 23 years. In the 100, 200, 400 meters; 400 meter hurdles; 4 x 100 and 4 x 400 relays; and the triple jump—all sprint events not requiring much oxygen and aided by the lessened pull of gravity—new world records were set by the men. Many of these records would last for years. But the distance running events saw very slow times, as the runners gasped for the oxygen that was not there.

			The 11th Olympic Winter Games (1972): The 11th Olympic Winter Games were held in Sapporo, Japan, from 3 through 13 February 1972. Thirty-five nations attended, with 1,008 athletes competing (802 men and 206 women). At the 65th IOC Session in Rome on 26 April 1966, Sapporo was chosen on the first ballot (32 votes) over Banff, Alberta, Canada (16 votes); Lahti, Finland (7 votes); and Salt Lake City, Utah, USA (7 votes).

			The controversy that had started in Grenoble four years earlier continued and erupted at the beginning of the Games. Avery Brundage insisted on ending commercialization by skiers and singled out Austrian star Karl Schranz, who was expelled from the Games.

			Another controversy occurred when Canada refused to send its ice hockey team, protesting professionalism by the Soviets. The USSR won that gold medal quite easily, though it is unlikely the Canadians would have made a difference, as by 1972 the Soviets were showing that they could now play well against the NHL (National Hockey League).

			Ard Schenk (NED) was the best publicized athlete at these Olympics, winning three championships in speed skating. His triple was matched in women’s cross-country skiing by Galina Kulakova (URS). The Japanese, not usually a winter sports power, were exultant when three of their ski jumpers, led by Yukio Kasaya, swept the medals in the 70 meter ski jumping.

			The Games of the XXth Olympiad (1972): The Games of the XXth Olympiad were held in Munich, Germany (Federal Republic/West), from 26 August through 11 September 1972. One hundred twenty-one nations attended, with 7,112 athletes competing (6,053 men and 1,059 women). At the 65th IOC Session in Rome in 1966, Munich had been awarded the Games on the second ballot over Montreal, Quebec, Canada; Madrid, Spain; and Detroit, Michigan, USA.

			The Munich Olympics began as “The Games of Joy,” in which the West German government attempted to atone for the militaristic Nazi image so associated with the 1936 Berlin Games. They ended as “The Games of Terror and Tragedy.”
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			The first 11 days of the 1972 Olympics were beautiful. But on the morning of 5 September, stark reality hit when the Games were interrupted by eight Arab terrorists, representing the militant Black September group. They entered the Olympic Village and took 11 members of the Israeli Olympic team as hostages. While the world watched on television and waited, the terrorists occupied the building of 31 Connollystraße and demanded freedom for several Arabs held in Israeli prisons. The Israeli government refused this, and a day of tense negotiations ensued.

			Late in the evening of 5 September, the terrorists took their hostages to Fürstenfeldbruck, an army air base near Munich. There, in a few quick minutes of fighting as the Germans tried to save them, all the Israelis were murdered by a bomb the terrorists had set in the helicopter that was to take them to freedom. Several of the terrorists were killed, but most escaped. A few were later captured, but none ever came to trial.

			The murdered Israeli athletes and coaches were David Marc Berger, Zeev Friedman, Yossef Gutfreund, Eliezer Halfin, Yossef Romano, Amitzur Shapira, Kehat Shorr, Mark Slavin, Andrei Spitzer, Yacov Springer, and Moshe Weinberg.

			The day after the murders, a memorial service was held in the Olympic Stadium, and the Olympic Games were halted for a single day. Many people called for the cancellation of the remainder of the Olympics in memoriam. At the memorial service, International Olympic Committee President Avery Brundage incensed many when he compared the Israeli murders to the political problems that the International Olympic Committee had had with the African nations who wished to expel Rhodesia prior to the Olympics. During the service, Brundage made the now famous statement, “The Games must go on.”

			There were some marvelous athletic performances at the 1972 Olympics, notably Mark Spitz winning seven gold medals and setting seven world records, but they seemed of little consequence. The Olympic Games would never be the same again.

			The 12th Olympic Winter Games (1976): The 12th Olympic Winter Games were held in Innsbruck, Austria, from 4 through 15 February 1976. Thirty-seven 
nations attended, with 1,129 athletes competing (898 men and 231 women). Innsbruck was not originally even a candidate city for the 1976 Olympic Winter Games. At the 70th IOC Session in Amsterdam on 13 May 1970, the original choice of the IOC was Denver, Colorado, USA, which won on the third ballot over Sion, Switzerland; Tampere, Finland; and Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. In November 1972, the citizens of Colorado, in a referendum, indicated that they did not wish the Olympics to be held in Denver, fearing a negative impact on the environment. Denver officially withdrew as host on 12 November 1972. Innsbruck, which had held the Games so successfully in 1964, was able to step in on short notice, after being selected over hastily arranged bids from Lake Placid (USA), Chamonix (FRA), and Tampere. Once again Innsbruck demonstrated how well an Olympic Winter Games could be staged.
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			The competitions were well-contested, though no single athlete could be said to dominate, as in years past. Rosi Mittermaier (FRG) was perhaps the best publicized Olympian in 1976. She won the downhill and slalom early in the Games and had a chance to equal the feats of Toni Sailer and Jean-Claude Killy by winning the giant slalom. Older than many of the competitors, close to retirement, and born nearby, just across the German border at Reit im Winkl, she was a heavy sentimental favorite. But it was not to be. Canada’s Kathy Kreiner defeated Mittermaier by 12/100th of a second in the giant slalom. In men’s skiing, Austria’s Franz Klammer electrified fans and the television audience with a spectacular run, in which he skied to the edge and was on the verge of falling several times, to win the downhill gold medal over Switzerland’s Bernhard Russi.

			In figure skating, Irina Rodnina (URS) again won a pairs gold medal, but with a different partner than in 1972. In men’s figure skating, Britain’s John Curry and Canada’s Toller Cranston introduced a more balletic style than in years past. Among the women, Dorothy Hamill of the United States became a media favorite with her ability and style, her wholesome looks, and her pixie-like hairdo.

			The Games of the XXIst Olympiad (1976): The Games of the XXIst Olympiad were held in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, from 17 July through 1 August 1976. Ninety-two nations eventually competed in the Montreal Games, with 6,071 athletes participating (4,810 men and 1,261 women). At the 70th IOC Session on 13 May 1970, Montreal had been awarded the Games in the second round of balloting by the IOC over Moscow, USSR, and Los Angeles, California, USA.
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			The city of Montreal spent extravagantly to host the Games, leaving the citizens of Canada and Quebec with a tax debt they would be repaying for years, and the Games were dubbed the billion-dollar circus by the Canadian press. In 1994, the debt still remaining to the Quebec citizenry was estimated at $304 million (U.S.). Much of the debt, however, was incurred to finance infrastructure that Montreal eventually would have eventually anyway. Construction problems led to the main Olympic Stadium not being fully finished until after the Olympics ended.

			Shortly before the 1976 Olympics were to start, they were marred by a boycott of 22 African countries, Guyana, and Chinese Taipei (then Taiwan). The African/Guyanan boycott was in protest of a recent tour of South Africa by the New Zealand national rugby team. As South Africa was ostracized from international sporting competition, the African nations demanded that New Zealand not be allowed to compete at Montreal. But the IOC had little control over this problem, as rugby had no current affiliation with the Olympic Movement. New Zealand competed, and most of Africa did not.

			The Taiwan boycott occurred when Canada at first considered refusing to allow the team to enter the country, as the Canadian government did not recognize the island nation. This was in direct violation of its agreement as host country to admit all eligible nations in honoring the Olympic Charter. The Canadians acquiesced and were going to allow the Taiwanese to compete, but they refused to allow them to do so under the title of the Republic of China, their official national name. Several other countries protested and threatened withdrawal, notably the United States, if the Taiwanese athletes were not allowed to compete. However, these protests were short-lived, and the IOC finally gave in to the Canadian government. Taiwan withdrew and did not compete.

			Twenty-seven nations eventually boycotted the Montreal Olympics. Twenty-three of these did not compete at all: Algeria, Central African Republic, Chad, People’s Republic of the Congo, Ethiopia, The Gambia, Ghana, 
Guyana, Iraq, Kenya, Libya, Malawi, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Sudan, Swaziland, Taiwan, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Upper Volta, and Zambia. In addition, Egypt, Cameroon, Morocco, and Tunisia also boycotted, although they are listed as competing nations because some of their athletes competed on the first two days of the Olympics before they officially withdrew.

			After all this, the Olympics began. Despite the absence of some top African track athletes, they were well run, and the boycotts had minimal effect on competition. The fans thrilled to the exploits of Romania’s Nadia Comaˇneci in gymnastics as she dominated the competition, scoring the first perfect 10s ever awarded at the Olympics. The major effect of the boycott on track and field athletics was felt in the 1,500 meters, in which John Walker (ironically of New Zealand) and Filbert Bayi (Tanzania) were to compete. They were the two best milers in the world by far, but in Bayi’s absence, Walker had only himself to beat, and he managed a comfortable gold medal victory. The most spectacular athlete on the track was probably Cuba’s Alberto Juantorena, who won the 400 and 800 meter runs.

			The 13th Olympic Winter Games (1980): The 13th Olympic Winter Games were held in Lake Placid, New York, USA, from 13 through 24 February 1980. Thirty-seven nations attended, with 1,072 athletes competing (837 men and 235 women). Lake Placid was unopposed in its bid and was chosen by the IOC at its 75th Session in Vienna on 23 October 1974.

			Lake Placid, like St. Moritz and Innsbruck before it, was given a second chance to host the Olympic Winter Games. In an era of spiraling costs, Lake Placid promised a simpler Olympics. But the complexity of television and millions of spectators proved almost too much for the small upstate New York village. Transportation and communication were difficult, and the IOC vowed never to return the Games to such a small venue.

			As if these were not enough problems, shortly before the Olympics, the Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan. President Jimmy Carter promptly called for a U.S.-led boycott of the Moscow Olympics. And he used Secretary of State Cyrus Vance to lecture the IOC at its session in Lake Placid days before the Games started, which greatly offended the International Olympic Committee.

			But Lake Placid had two great redeeming features: Eric Heiden and the U.S. ice hockey team. In speed skating, Heiden was the greatest skater in the world, and pre-Games predictions had him possibly winning five gold medals, though few believed he could actually win all five. But he did. He ended his Olympic dominance with a gold medal in the 10,000 meters. Racing in the second pair with Viktor Lyoskin (URS), Heiden set a world record by six seconds and earned his fifth gold medal.

			In ice hockey, the Soviet Union was by now conceded the gold medal at all Olympics. A week before the Olympics, the USA and the USSR played an exhibition game in Madison Square Garden, and the Soviets won, 10–3. But the U.S. team had more fortitude than anyone suspected and were led by a coach, Herb Brooks, who brought more out of them than they knew they had. The Americans could not, and would not, be intimidated.

			In the semifinals they faced the Soviets. The score was tied in the third period when captain Mike Eruzione scored to put the United States ahead, 4–3. As time ran out with that same score, Al Michaels, an ABC television announcer, echoed every Americans’ thoughts when he asked, “Do you believe in miracles?” Two nights later, the Americans came from behind to defeat Finland and win the gold medal.

			The Games of the XXIInd Olympiad (1980): The Games of the XXIInd Olympiad were held in Moscow, USSR, from 19 July through 3 August 1980. At the 75th IOC Session in Vienna on 22 October 1974, Moscow was awarded the Games by a vote of 39–20 over Los Angeles, the only other city that bid for the Olympics. Eighty countries eventually competed in Moscow, with 5,253 athletes competing (4,133 men and 1,120 women).

			In late December 1979, Soviet tanks invaded Afghanistan. After the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, U.S. President Jimmy Carter called for a boycott of the Moscow Olympics if the Soviets did not withdraw before 20 February 1980. They did not. Carter pressed his efforts, attempting to enlist other countries to join his boycott. But American allies Britain, Finland, France, Ireland, Italy, New Zealand, Spain, and Sweden all competed at Moscow. Carter made his announcement public to the IOC via Secretary of State Cyrus Vance, who rather rudely addressed the IOC at the Lake Placid Games in February.

			Approximately 63 countries eventually boycotted the Moscow Olympics. Notable among these were the United States, Canada, West Germany, Japan, China, Kenya, and Norway (a full list follows at the end of this section). Several countries that did not boycott protested at the Olympic ceremonies in various ways. Ten countries elected not to march at the opening ceremonies, while six other nations marched behind flags of their National Olympic Committees, or the Olympic flag, rather than their national flags. Several countries chose not to have their national anthems played at victory ceremonies, substituting instead the Olympic Hymn. Finally, at the closing ceremony President Carter refused to allow the American flag to be raised as the host country of the next Olympics. The flag of Los Angeles was raised instead.

			The Games suffered in level of competition, but they were marvelously run, although spectators spoke often of the military atmosphere, as Soviet soldiers were on every street corner with automatic weapons. The most awaited races matched two British athletes in the 800 and 1,500 meters in the track, and the boycott had no effect on them. Sebastian Coe was favored in the 800 and Steve Ovett in the 1,500. They each won a gold medal, but in the “other man’s” event. The athlete winning the most medals at Moscow was Soviet gymnast Aleksandr Dityatin, who won medals in all eight gymnastic events, three of them gold, setting a record for the most medals won at a single Olympics.

			It is almost impossible to be certain how many nations boycotted or chose not to attend the 1980 Olympic Games in response to the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The U.S. government dogmatically stated numerous times that 65 nations joined the U.S.-led boycott, but that number is almost certainly overstated. Because of political repercussions, many nations simply stated that they could not attend because of financial or other reasons, when in likelihood they were joining the boycott. On the other hand, among the nonparticipating nations, it is likely that a few were not boycotting, but did not compete for other reasons. No definitive conclusions can be drawn concerning the number of boycotting nations.

			For the record, the following 63 nations did not compete in Moscow but were IOC members and eligible to compete in the Olympics, as of 27 May 1980, the due date for acceptance of invitations to the 1980 Olympic Games: Albania, Antigua, Argentina, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Bermuda, Bolivia, Canada, Cayman Islands, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, China, Egypt, El Salvador, Federal Republic of Germany, Fiji, Gabon, The Gambia, Ghana, Haiti, Honduras, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Israel, Ivory Coast, Japan, Kenya, Korea, Liberia, Liechtenstein, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, Mauritius, Monaco, Morocco, Netherlands Antilles, Niger, Norway, Pakistan, Panama, Papua-New Guinea, Paraguay, Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Somalia, Sudan, Suriname, Swaziland, Thailand, Togo, Tunisia, Turkey, United States, U.S. Virgin Islands, Upper Volta, Uruguay, and Zaire.

			As stated, the deadline for responding to the Moscow invitation to compete at the Olympic Games was 27 May 1980. The nations listed can be separated into three categories based on this deadline: 1) declined the invitation, 2) did not respond to the invitation, and 3) accepted the invitation but eventually did not compete.

			Twenty-eight nations declined the invitation to compete: Albania, Argentina, Bahrain, Bermuda, Canada, Cayman Islands, China, Federal Republic of Germany, The Gambia, Honduras, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Israel, Kenya, Liechtenstein, Malawi, Malaysia, Mauritania, Pakistan, Paraguay, The Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, Thailand, Tunisia, Turkey, United States, and Uruguay.

			Twenty-nine nations did not respond to the invitation to compete by 27 May 1980: Antigua, Bahamas, Bangladesh, Barbados, Belize, Bolivia, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile, Egypt, El Salvador, Fiji, Ghana, Haiti, Ivory Coast, Japan, Korea, Liberia, Monaco, Morocco, Netherlands Antilles, Norway, Papua-New Guinea, Somalia, Sudan, Swaziland, Togo, U.S. Virgin Islands, and Zaire.

			Six nations accepted the invitation to compete, but eventually chose not to: Gabon, Mauritius, Niger, Panama, Suriname, and Upper Volta. The reasons for these nations eventually choosing not to participate are not clear.

			There were two further categories of “IOC member” nations in 1980. Both Chinese Taipei and Iran had been member nations of the IOC, but at the time of the Moscow invitation they were in suspension and were not eligible to compete at the 1980 Olympic Games. 

			Finally, three nations were accepted into IOC membership at the IOC Executive Board Meeting in Lausanne on 9–10 June 1980, after the due date for acceptances to the Moscow invitation. These were Mozambique, Qatar, and the United Arab Emirates. These nations were therefore not technically eligible to compete at Moscow. However, Mozambique did compete, although Qatar and the United Arab Emirates did not. It is likely that, because of the boycott, late invitations were extended to these three nations to fill out the list of competing nations in Moscow, and Mozambique was able to field a team in time and chose to do so.

			The 14th Olympic Winter Games (1984): The 14th Olympic Winter Games were held in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina Province, Yugoslavia, from 8 through 19 February 1984. Forty-nine nations attended, with 1,273 athletes competing (996 men and 277 women). At the 80th IOC Session in Athens on 18 May 1978, Sarajevo was chosen in the second round of balloting over Sapporo, Japan, and Göteburg, Sweden.
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			After the controversy, problems, and excitement at Lake Placid, Sarajevo’s Winter Olympics were much quieter, in marked contrast to the Yugoslavian Civil War that would come to Sarajevo within the next decade. The only difficulties were early weather problems. An initial concern about lack of snow was alleviated when a blizzard hit shortly after the opening ceremonies, forcing the men’s downhill to be postponed three times.

			In Nordic skiing, Marja-Liisa Hämäläinen (FIN) won three cross-country skiing gold medals. But Nordic skiing rarely captures the press notices of figure skating, Alpine skiing, or ice hockey, and Hämäläinen’s feat was noted with little fanfare outside Finland.

			In ice hockey, the Soviets restored the status quo when they easily won the gold medal. The Canadians, having returned to Olympic ice hockey in 1980, were thought to have a chance, as some professionals could now be used, though no NHL players. But the USSR played seven games, won all of them, and won the gold medal.

			In ice dancing, the British couple, Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean, were heavily favored based on past performances. Their final program was quite controversial, however, as it probably violated ice dancing protocol by being based on a single piece of music, Ravel’s “Bolero.” Their performance to “Bolero” was mesmerizing, building to an almost orgiastic finish that brought the crowd to a frenzy. The judges awarded the British pair the highest scores ever seen in figure skating, with 12 perfect 6.0s out of 18 marks.

			In singles figure skating, Scott Hamilton (USA) and Katarina Witt (GDR) won gold medals. Hamilton was expected to win, as he had been nonpareil since the 1980 Olympics. Witt was not as well known and was not favored, but her stunning beauty helped to make her a crowd favorite.

			Sarajevo had been a beautiful Olympic city, but within a decade it would lie in ruins, as would many of the sports facilities, destroyed by the senseless war in the Balkans and victim, along with many innocent people, of ethnic cleansing.

			The Games of the XXIIIrd Olympiad (1984): The Games of the XXIIIrd Olympiad were held in Los Angeles, California, USA, from 28 July through 12 August 1984. Los Angeles was awarded the Olympics by acclamation at the 80th IOC Session in Athens on 18 May 1978. No other candidate city bid for these Olympics. One hundred forty nations attended the Los Angeles Olympics, with 6,793 athletes competing (5,224 men and 1,569 women).

			In May 1984, the Soviet Union announced that it would not attend the Olympics in Los Angeles, citing concerns over the safety of its athletes because of “anti-Soviet and anti-Communist activities” in the Los Angeles area. Most people considered the boycott retribution for the U.S. refusal to compete in Moscow. Most of the Eastern European countries joined in the Soviet bloc boycott, notably East Germany (GDR), and it was joined by Cuba. Although only 14 invited countries did not compete in Los Angeles, the absence of the USSR, Cuba, and the GDR made many of the events mere shadows of what was anticipated.

			Still, more countries and athletes competed at Los Angeles than in any previous Olympics. However, what the 1984 boycott lacked in numbers relative to the 1980 boycott, it made up for in its impact on the competition. Boxing, weightlifting, wrestling, gymnastics, and to a certain extent, track and field would have been dominated by the boycotting nations. The nations that did not compete were Afghanistan, Bulgaria, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Ethiopia, German Democratic Republic, Hungary, Laos, Mongolia, North Korea, Poland, South Yemen, Vietnam, and the USSR. Bravely, Romania defied the boycott and competed at the Olympics, receiving an ovation at the opening ceremonies second only to that of the United States. Yugoslavia, not Soviet dominated, was the only other country from Eastern Europe to compete.

			China also returned to the Olympic Games at Los Angeles in 1984, after an absence of 32 years. (China had competed at the Olympic Games of 1932, 1936, 1948, and 1952.) It had competed at the 1980 Olympic Winter Games in Lake Placid, and its appearance at the opening ceremonies was greeted warmly by the American crowd, especially in light of the Soviet boycott. 

			After all that, the Olympics were very well run, although the Europeans had numerous complaints, mostly about customary American methods of doing business. American television concentrated on U.S. athletes, which infuriated the Europeans. For the first time ever, the Games were managed in an entrepreneurial fashion. Organizing Committee President Peter Ueberroth insisted that the Olympics be designed to break even or even make a profit. Again, the Europeans, used to the idealistic image of the Olympics for the Olympics’ sake, rebelled against this philosophy. But Ueberroth was determined that the Games would be financially independent, and he succeeded admirably in that regard. Ueberroth’s marketing methods, though initially vilified by the Europeans, have since been copied by all Organizing Committees and even the IOC itself.

			As to the sports themselves, the competition was good, though diluted in many ways because of the boycott. Carl Lewis emerged as the American men’s star, equaling Jesse Owens’s 1936 feat of winning four gold medals in track and field. But Lewis did not have Owens’s appeal to the American public, and his image, almost obsequiously nurtured by his manager, failed to live up to his deeds on the track.

			Failing Lewis, the American public focused instead on Mary Lou Retton, who became the first American gymnast to win the all-around individual gold. To win she needed a perfect 10 on her last event, the horse vault. Given two vaults, she achieved the 10, not once, but twice.

			After the difficulties of Munich and Montreal, Los Angeles had been the only bidder for the Games of 1984. But Los Angeles, despite its problems, revitalized the Olympic Movement to some degree. Having shown that the Olympics did not need to be a “loss leader” and could, in fact, produce an operating profit, many cities now were interested in hosting the Olympics. Shortly after the 1984 Olympics, six cities would submit official bids to host the 1992 Games.

			The 15th Olympic Winter Games (1988): The 15th Olympic Winter Games were held in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, from 13 through 28 February 1988. Fifty-seven nations attended, with 1,425 athletes competing (1,110 men and 315 women). At the 84th IOC Session in Baden-Baden, Germany, on 30 September 1981, Calgary was chosen on the second round over Falun, Sweden, and Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy.
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			In ice hockey, the Soviets again were dominant. The speed skating hero was the unlikely Yvonne van Gennip of the Netherlands. All attention was focused on the GDR’s quartet of Karin Kania, Andrea Ehrig, Christa Rothenburger, and Gabi Zange, and American Bonnie Blair. They skated well, with Blair winning the 500 and Rothenburger the 1,000, and among them, those five won 12 of the available 15 medals. But the other three were won by van Gennip, who won the 1,500, 3,000, and 5,000 meters, defeating the favored Ehrig and Zange in the long-distance races.

			One of the media heroes was Italian Alpine skier Alberto Tomba, who won two gold medals and delighted the press with his nightly antics. He attempted to date the GDR’s Katarina Witt, who won her second consecutive figure skating gold medal, but he got nowhere, which further delighted the media. Witt’s top competitor was the American Debi Thomas, who had been World Champion in 1987, but Thomas skated relatively poorly and finished third. Her bronze medal was the first ever won by a black athlete at the Olympic Winter Games.

			In men’s speed skating, the real hero was probably a man who never finished a race at Calgary. Dan Jansen was a favorite in the 500 meters, and in the 1,000, he was thought to have a chance to win. But on the morning of the first race, the 500, he found out that his sister, who had been ill with leukemia, had died. He elected to skate that night, but fell on the first turn. A few days later, he hoped to redeem himself in the 1,000 meters, and through 600 meters, he had the fastest pace. But he fell again. The world watched and suffered with him, but Dan Jansen offered no excuses. He was gracious and magnanimous throughout. Years of effort were lost, certainly by the emotions of the moment, but he responded with the grace so often requested of our athletes and yet so rarely offered.

			The Games of the XXIVth Olympiad (1988): The Games of the XXIVth Olympiad were held in Seoul, Republic of Korea, from 17 September through 5 October 1988. One hundred fifty-nine nations attended the Olympics, with 8,423 athletes competing (6,222 men and 2,201 women). On 30 September 1981, the IOC elected Seoul as the host city over Nagoya, Japan, by a vote of 52–27 at the 84th IOC Session in Baden-Baden, Germany. The choice was highly controversial, as many prominent nations in the Olympic Movement, notably the Soviet bloc nations, did not have diplomatic relations with the Seoul government. There was widespread concern that another boycott would ensue because of this.

			The problem became more complicated in July 1985, when North Korea demanded that it be allowed to cohost the Games with the Republic of Korea. Over the next three years, the IOC negotiated with North Korea and offered to allow it to stage several events. However, no IOC concession was ever enough for the North, which wanted equal cohost status and an equal number of events. It demanded this despite the fact that the Games were close at hand, and it had no possible hope of building the necessary facilities in time. When the IOC would not acquiesce further to the North’s demands, North Korea announced that it would definitely boycott the Seoul Olympics.

			By then, however, most of the Soviet bloc countries had agreed to compete in Seoul, making 1988 the first Summer Olympic competition in 12 years between the United States, the Soviet Union, and the German Democratic Republic. After the North Koreans’ official boycott announcement, Cuba and Ethiopia also made it official that they would not attend the Olympics, out of solidarity with North Korea. Nicaragua, Albania, and the Seychelles also did not attend the Olympics, although their reasons were less clear and may not have been directly related to any boycott.

			Thus, although there was a boycott of the 1988 Olympics, it encompassed only six nations and had minimal effect on the Games themselves. The Seoul Games went on and saw the largest participation in Olympic history. There were more nations and athletes represented than ever before. The Games themselves were excellent and were very well run. Controversies and political intrusions, unlike in the Games of the last 20 years, were relatively few and comparatively minor.

			Three swimmers and one female track and field athlete dominated the sporting events. In the pool, the GDR’s Kristin Otto broke all sorts of records by winning six gold medals, an unmatched performance by a woman at the Olympics. Her only rival for swimming supremacy was America’s Janet 
Evans, who won three distance swimming gold medals. On the men’s side, Matt Biondi was attempting to equal Mark Spitz’s record of seven gold medals. He failed in his first two events, taking a silver and a bronze, but won gold medals in his last five events.

			On the track, the world was stunned by the performances of sprinter Florence Griffith Joyner. At the Olympics she won the 100 and 200, setting a world record in the 200 finals, and helped the American women win a gold medal in the 4 x 100 relay. She also ran anchor on the 4 x 400 relay team, adding a silver medal to her three golds, in the best race of the 1988 Olympics, as the Soviet Union narrowly defeated the American relay team.

			The biggest media event of the 1988 Olympic Games was the disqualification of sprinter Ben Johnson, after he had won the 100 meters in a world record time of 9.79, defeating Carl Lewis. Johnson tested positive for an anabolic steroid (stanazolol) and was disqualified, with Lewis receiving the gold medal. After the uproar of the scandal, the Canadians organized an investigation into drug use in international athletics, the Dubin Inquiry. At the inquiry, Johnson admitted that he had used steroids for several years.

			The 16th Olympic Winter Games (1992): The 16th Olympic Winter Games were held in Albertville, France, from 8 through 23 February 1992. Sixty-four nations attended, with 1,801 athletes competing (1,313 men and 488 women). At the 91st IOC Session in Lausanne on 17 October 1986, Albertville was chosen by the IOC on the fifth round of voting over a large field of candidate cities: Sofia, Bulgaria; Falun, Sweden; Lillehammer, Norway; Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy; Anchorage, Alaska, USA; and Berchtesgaden, Germany.
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			This was the third Olympic Winter Games to be held in France and the second to be held in the French Savoie, after the 1924 Games in Chamonix in the Haute-Savoie. The 1968 Games in Grenoble (Isère) were in the Dauphiné area of the French Alps. The Games were awarded to Albertville, but they were actually spread over several small towns and villages of the French Savoie in the French Alps. Expected problems with transportation between the villages did not materialize, and the Games were extremely well run.

			Another innovation was the introduction of a number of new Olympic sports and events to the Winter Games. Women competed in biathlon for the first time. Men and women competed in short-track speed skating, skated indoors as pack racing. Freestyle skiing, which had been a demonstration sport in 1988, returned, with moguls débuting as a full medal sport. Speed skiing and the other two freestyle disciplines, ballet and aerials, were demonstration events.

			The biggest news was the Olympic appearance of several new teams because of the political upheavals that had occurred in the past two years. Germany competed as a single team and independent nation for the first time since 1936. Because of the breakup of the Soviet Union, the Baltic states of Estonia and Latvia competed for the first time since 1936, and Lithuania for the first time since 1928. Two newly independent nations that had been former states of Yugoslavia, Croatia and Slovenia, competed at the Olympics as independent nations. The Soviet Union, which no longer existed, was represented instead by the Unified Team (Équipe Unifée), representing a portion of the Commonwealth of Independent States. Russia, Belarus (formerly Byelorussia), the Ukraine, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan made up the states of the Unified Team at Albertville.

			Athletically, the biggest winners were two male cross-country runners from Norway and two female cross-country runners from the Unified Team. Yelena Välbe and Lyubov Yegorova each won five medals in the women’s events, while Vegard Ulvang and Bjørn Dæhlie won four medals in the men’s events.

			The Games of the XXVth Olympiad (1992): The Games of the XXVth Olympiad were held in Barcelona, Spain, from 25 July through 9 August 1992. One hundred sixty-nine nations attended the Games, with 9,385 athletes competing (6,662 men and 2,723 women). At the 91st IOC Session in Lausanne on 17 October 1986, Barcelona was awarded the Games on the third ballot over Paris, France; Brisbane, Australia; and Belgrade, Yugoslavia. Other candidate cities that were eliminated earlier in the voting were Birmingham, England, and Amsterdam, the Netherlands.
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			The Barcelona Olympics were the Games of the “New World Order.” They were the most highly attended Olympics in history, both in terms of countries and athletes attending. After four consecutive Olympics with some form of protest or boycott, the Barcelona Olympics were boycott-free.

			Since Seoul in 1988, the world had taken on a new face. The Soviet Union no longer existed, but the Commonwealth of Independent States did. Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania were once again free countries. East and West Germany were no more, replaced again by a unified Germany; Yugoslavia was now split into several republics; and North and South Yemen had merged into one. All of these new national groupings appeared at Barcelona. South Africa had eliminated apartheid, at least constitutionally, and competed at the Olympics for the first time since 1960. The Commonwealth of Independent States competed as a “Unified Team” for the last time, representing all the former republics of the Soviet Union, save for the Baltic states.

			Yugoslavia was not allowed to compete as an independent nation, because it was under United Nations’ sanction due to the Balkan War. Its athletes were allowed to compete in individual events under the new IOC category of Individual Olympic Participants (IOP).

			The Games were opened beautifully and dramatically as archer Antônio Rebollo lit the Olympic flame via bow and arrow. The drama and beauty of Catalonia continued onstage throughout the 16 days of the Olympics. There was concern about terrorist activity, because the area was home to some terrorist groups, but heightened security and vigilance helped avoid any problems.

			The competition was excellent. For the first time since 1972, all the major nations of the world attended. The most publicized athletes were the American basketball players. The United States was allowed to use professional players from the NBA (National Basketball Association), because all the other nations were by now using professionals. The NBA All-Star team, nicknamed “The Dream Team,” did not disappoint, putting on a clinic for all nations and winning the gold medal unchallenged. It was led by professional greats Magic Johnson, Michael Jordan, and Larry Bird.

			Many East European countries and the former Soviets continued to dominate certain sports, such as gymnastics and weightlifting. There were many great athletic performances but, other than the Dream Team, no one athlete seemed to capture these Games as so many had in the past. It was probably fitting, for then no athlete seemed larger than the Games themselves; Barcelona was possibly the finest manifestation yet seen of the Olympic Movement.

			The 17th Olympic Winter Games (1994): The 17th Olympic Winter Games were held in Lillehammer, Norway, from 12 through 27 February 1994. Sixty-seven nations attended, with 1,738 athletes competing (1,216 men and 522 women). At the 94th IOC Session in Seoul on 15 September 1988, Lillehammer was chosen on the third round over Östersund, Sweden; Anchorage, Alaska, USA; and Sofia, Bulgaria.

			
				
					
						
								
								Bid Voting 

							
								
								Round 1

							
								
								Round 2

							
								
								Round 3 

							
						

						
								
								Lillehammer, Norway

							
								
								25

							
								
								30

							
								
								45

							
						

						
								
								Östersund, Sweden

							
								
								19

							
								
								33

							
								
								39

							
						

						
								
								Anchorage, Alaska, United States

							
								
								23

							
								
								22

							
								
								—

							
						

						
								
								Sofia, Bulgaria

							
								
								17

							
								
								—

							
								
								—

							
						

					
				

			

			For the first time, the Olympic Winter Games were not scheduled for the same year as the Games of the Olympiad. The International Olympic Committee had decided to hold the Olympic Winter Games in the second year after the Olympic Games, thus shortening the cycle so that an Olympic Games or Olympic Winter Games would be held in a rotation every two years. The reason was ostensibly that this would result in greater advertising and sponsorship money, as well as allowing the media and public to focus their attention more on the Winter Games.

			Before the Lillehammer Olympics began, they were haunted by the Nancy Kerrigan–Tonya Harding scandal. Harding’s bodyguard and ex-husband admitted to attacking Kerrigan prior to the U.S. Olympic Trials, a story that was ubiquitous in the U.S. press and television. Eventually, both Kerrigan and Harding made the U.S. Olympic figure skating team. Kerrigan skated well, winning a silver medal behind the Ukraine’s Oksana Baiul. Harding eventually pleaded to having knowledge of the attack on Kerrigan, and her figure skating career effectively ended after her eighth-place finish at Lillehammer.

			But even the “Kardigan saga” would not mar what was a fairy-tale-like two weeks, which ended all thoughts of the problems that had preceded them, and reminded us again of what the Olympics and sport can bring to the world. There were many great athletic feats at the Lillehammer Games. Manuela Di Centa won five medals in cross-country skiing. Norway’s Johann Olav Koss won three speed skating gold medals in world record time. Dan Jansen won the hearts of sports fans everywhere when he finally won a gold medal in the 1,000 meter speed skating. But through it all, the champions seemed to be the small town of Lillehammer and the people of Norway.

			There were also many poignant memories of Sarajevo, which had hosted the 1984 Olympic Winter Games, and which lay in ruins because of the senseless war in the Balkans. Katarina Witt skated her long program to “Where Have All the Flowers Gone?” in memory of the citizens who had lost their lives in that war. On the next-to-last night, at the figure skating exhibition, Jayne Torvill and Christopher Dean skated “Bolero” as they had done so hauntingly in 1984 at Sarajevo. Koss donated a major portion of his Olympic bonus (about $33,000 U.S.) to Olympic Aid for the citizens of Sarajevo. And during the Lillehammer Olympics, IOC President Samaranch visited Sarajevo, seeing in person the stark contrast between the Olympic City and the Sarajevo of 1994. At the closing ceremonies, Samaranch also spoke movingly about the war-torn city.

			It was said of the Lillehammer Olympics: “The XVII Winter Olympics did not exist. Norway did not exist. These were the fairy-tale Games, drawn from the imagination, staged in the pages of a children’s book. They could not exist. Reality cannot be this good” (Leigh Montville in Sports Illustrated, 7 March 1994, 90).

			The Games of the XXVIth Olympiad (1996): The Games of the XXVIth Olympiad were held in Atlanta, Georgia, USA, from 19 July through 4 August 1996. For the first time in recent memory, all IOC member nations competed at the Olympics, with 197 nations present, and 10,329 athletes competing (6,817 men and 3,512 women). Atlanta won the IOC nomination at the 96th IOC Session on 18 September 1990 in the fifth round over Athens, Greece. Other candidate cities were Toronto, Ontario, Canada; Melbourne, Australia; Manchester, England; and Belgrade, Yugoslavia.
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			Atlanta was a highly controversial choice, as Athens was favored. Athens had not been an Olympic host since 1906, or officially 1896, and the Greeks seemed to feel that the 1996 Olympics belonged to them as a birthright. When they lost the bid, the Greeks were irate, feeling that the games had been stolen from them, and accused Atlanta of having stolen the Games through the largesse of Coca-Cola, one of the main IOC sponsors, with its headquarters in Atlanta.

			The 1996 Olympics were a chance for Atlanta to demonstrate itself as a major international city. However, Atlanta was inundated with vendors and salespeople selling Olympic-related merchandise and attempting to make a fast buck off the Olympics. The atmosphere was unsavory and commercialized and not appreciated by many foreign visitors. The major problem occurred on Saturday, 27 July, shortly after midnight, when a bomb exploded in the Centennial Olympic Park, where many spectators and fans congregated and partied throughout the night. The bomb killed two people and injured several more. 

			The biggest medal winner at Atlanta was American swimmer Amy Van Dyken, who won four gold medals. She was challenged in the pool by the Irish swimmer Michelle Smith, who won three gold medals. But Smith was dogged by doping rumors because her times had improved so dramatically. In track and field athletics, Michael Johnson was expected to be the most publicized athlete; he did win the 200 meters in world record time and added a second gold medal in the 400 meters. But he was overshadowed by Carl Lewis, competing in his fourth Olympics, who came through as he had done so often, winning a fourth long jump gold medal in his last Olympics.

			The 18th Olympic Winter Games (1998): The 18th Olympic Winter Games were held in Nagano, Japan, from 7 through 22 February 1998. At the 97th IOC Session in Birmingham, England, on 15 June 1991, Nagano won the nomination in the fourth round over Salt Lake City, Utah, USA; Östersund, Sweden; Aosta, Italy; and Jaca, Spain. Nagano had been an “upset” choice over the more favored selections of Salt Lake City and Östersund.
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			A number of new events made their Olympic début in Nagano, probably foremost among these being women’s ice hockey, which was won by the U.S. team in a mild upset over the favored Canadians. Snowboarding was new to the program, and curling returned for the first time as an official sport since the 1924 Olympic Winter Games. Snowboarding had four events: men’s and women’s halfpipe and giant slalom. There were 72 nations present at Nagano, a record for the Olympic Winter Games, with 2,180 athletes competing (1,391 men and 789 women).

			In men’s ice hockey, the big story was the presence of the top professional players in the world for the first time ever. The National Hockey League (NHL) closed down its mid-season schedule for two weeks to allow all the pros to represent their countries, reminiscent of the “Dream Team” of NBA players at Barcelona. The difference in ice hockey, however, was that the top players were not solely from one nation, but were spread among several hockey powers—Canada, the United States, Russia, Sweden, Finland, and the Czech Republic. The two favorites, the United States and Canada, went out early, and neither won a medal. The final came down to Russia against the Czech Republic, and the Czechs won in a slight upset, aided by the superb goaltending of Dominik Hašek of the Buffalo Sabres of the NHL. The Czech team defeated successively the three greatest hockey nations in Olympic history: Canada, Russia, and the United States.

			Norway’s Bjørn Dæhlie added to his list of Olympic records by winning four medals and three golds, to bring his overall Olympic total to 12 medals and 8 gold medals, all Olympic Winter Games’ records. Russia’s Larisa Lazutina won the most medals at Nagano, with five in women’s Nordic skiing. She and Dæhlie were the only athletes to win three gold medals at Nagano.

			Also dominant at Nagano were the Dutch speed skaters, whose men won 9 of 15 Olympic medals and three of five events. Marianne Timmer also added two golds in the women’s 1,000 and 1,500. Germany’s Gunda Niemann won three medals in speed skating, bringing her Olympic career total to eight, equaling the Olympic speed skating record.

			The Games of the XXVIIth Olympiad (2000): The Games of the XXVIIth Olympiad were held in Sydney, New South Wales, Australia, from 16 September to 1 October 2000, with preliminary football (soccer) matches actually opening the Games on 14 September. At Sydney, 199 nations competed, along with East Timor, not yet an IOC member, but whose athletes (four men and one woman) competed at the invitation of the IOC as Independent Olympic Athletes (IOA). There were 10,647 competitors (6,579 men and 4,068 women). In a closely fought contest, Sydney was awarded the 2000 Olympics during the 101st IOC Session in Monte Carlo on 23 September 1993 over Beijing, China, by only two votes in the fourth round. Other candidate cities participating in the voting were Manchester, England; Berlin, Germany; and Istanbul, Turkey. Brasilia, Brazil; Milan, Italy; and Tashkent, Uzbekistan also made bids to the IOC but withdrew before the final vote.
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			The 2000 Olympic Games began on a Sydney evening in which the Olympic torch was lit by Australian 400 meter runner Cathy Freeman. Freeman was a decidedly political choice, as she was of aboriginal origin, and the country had effectively adopted her in keeping with their recent policy of making amends to the aboriginal peoples for years of mistreatment. If Freeman, who went on to win the 400 meters, could be considered a perfect choice for the final torchbearer, as many felt she was, it was only the beginning of many perfect choices made by the Australian hosts.

			The venues were centered around Sydney Olympic Park, built on the site of an old cattle yard. This one relatively small region contained virtually all the major venues for the Olympic events. The park served as an international collegial meeting place, while providing easy access for all spectators to the venues. And the venues met with uniform raves from the athletes, fans, and media alike.

			Strangely, no single athlete dominated the 2000 Olympic Games, though several tried. Marion Jones (USA) tried to win five gold medals in track and field. She won three and added two bronzes, but it seemed almost anticlimactic. Years later, in 2007, she would confess to engaging in systematic use of performance-enhancing drugs (PEDs), and all of her medals were removed.

			Australia’s Ian Thorpe was predicted to dominate the pool, but he won only one individual event and added another gold in a relay. In cycling, the Dutchwoman Leontien Zijlaard-van Moorsel won three gold medals and four medals in all. But no athlete seemed bigger than the host city itself. Sydney was the star of the 2000 Olympic Games.

			Were the Sydney Olympic Games a perfect Olympics? No, because nothing of that sort could ever exist. But they came close, and at the closing ceremony, there were few who had attended who would not be willing to cede all future Olympic Games to the New South Wales capital. As he has done several times before, IOC President Samaranch declared the Sydney Olympics “the best ever.” This time, there were no dissenters.

			The 19th Olympic Winter Games (2002): The 19th Olympic Winter Games were held in Salt Lake City, Utah, USA, from 8 to 24 February 2002. At the 104th IOC Session in Budapest, Hungary, on 16 June 1995, Salt Lake City was chosen as the host city in round one over three other finalist cities, with 55 votes. The other cities were Östersund, Sweden; Sion, Switzerland; and Quebec City, Quebec, Canada. Ten cities made preliminary bids; the other six candidate cities were Almaty, Kazakhstan; Graz, Austria; Jaca, Spain; Poprad-Tatry, Slovakia; Sochi, Russia; and Tarvisio, Italy. On 24 January 1995, the IOC Evaluation Commission eliminated all but four bidding cities in a new effort to decrease time, effort, and costs for so many bid candidates.
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			In late 1998 to early 1999, the Salt Lake City bid was rocked by rumors of rampant bribery of IOC members in an attempt to secure the bid. This led to the Olympic bribery scandal and multiple investigations of the IOC, the Salt Lake City Bid Committee, and the Olympic Movement in general. Full details of this can be found in the entry for the Olympic bribery scandal. After the withdrawal of several administrators who were implicated in the scandal, the Olympic Winter Games were only two years away and without leadership. Worse still was that several sponsors were making noises about withdrawing financial support, threatening a fiscal disaster. And as the stock market began to fall from its raging bull status in 1999–2000, new money to support the Salt Lake Olympics could not easily be found. The Salt Lake City Organizing Committee reached out to Mitt Romney as their new chief. Romney was the son of George Romney, a former U.S. presidential candidate, and he was a financial wizard, having made a fortune as the leader of Bain Capital, a venture capital firm. He quickly righted the ship, and all seemed well again on the banks of the Great Salt Lake.

			Then on 11 September 2001, a scant five months before the opening ceremony, Arab terrorists savagely and cowardly attacked American soil, hijacking four airplanes and crashing two of them into the twin towers of the World Trade Center and another into the Pentagon. The United States responded by launching a war on terrorism and within weeks was waging war on Arab terrorists and the Al-Qaeda organization in Afghanistan. A larger war seemed imminent. Now the question was not if Salt Lake City could fund Olympic Games in February 2002, but whether there would be any Games at all. Security concerns would have to be ramped up an order of magnitude. But federal security forces, which were to be used at the Winter Olympics, could be diverted to fight the war, and it was not known if they would be available for the Olympics. And if the United States waged an all-out war, would other nations attend peaceful Olympic Games? Remember, the United States had boycotted the Moscow 1980 Olympics specifically because they thought it was wrong to attend Olympic Games while the host nation was fighting a war.

			But somehow the 2002 Olympic Winter Games were held, and they were Olympic Games to remember. Mitt Romney and the Salt Lake Organizing Committee (SLOC) overcame all the obstacles. Security was tight, but not much more intrusive than that which was seen at Sydney. The American public embraced the Winter Olympics as “our” Games, a chance to heal the wounds from the assault on its shores. The Europeans, often critical of American Olympic Games, made a few by now standard grumblings about too much television coverage of American athletes, but much less so than at Los Angeles in 1984. And there were none of the organizational problems of the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. The weather cooperated as well, with plenty of snow before the Games, but clear, cold weather in the first week, and then almost springlike conditions in the second week. There were 77 nations competing at Salt Lake City, with 2,402 athletes (1,516 men and 886 women).

			The biggest news of the 2002 Olympic Winter Games was the controversy surrounding the pairs figure skating event. On the night of the free skate, the leaders were the Russians, Yelena Berezhnaya and Anton Sikharulidze, with the Canadian pair, Jamie Salé and David Pelletier, close behind in second. Whoever won the free skate would win the gold medal, and to the audience and many figure skating experts, that appeared to be the Canadians, who skated cleanly, while the Russians had made several errors. But the judges voted 5–4 in favor of the Russians, giving them the gold medal. The audience and media howled in protest, and within 24 hours rumors of vote-fixing were rampant, focusing on the French skating judge, Marie Reine LeGougne. Eventually, IOC President Jacques Rogge ordered the International Skating Union (ISU) to hold emergency meetings to investigate the rumors. Within three days, the ISU and IOC announced that the two pairs would be considered co-champions, and Salé and Pelletier were also given gold medals. The controversy reached even further, calling for a complete overhaul of figure skating judging.

			The two biggest medal winners at Salt Lake City received them in seeming obscurity, as the American media focused on the figure skating furor. Ole Einar Bjørndalen of Norway won four gold medals in the four biathlon events, sweeping the competition. In women’s Alpine skiing, Croatia’s Janica Kostelić won three gold medals and four medals in all. She became the first Olympic Alpine skier to win four medals at one Games.

			The Games of the XXVIIIth Olympiad (2004): The Games of the 
XXVIIIth Olympiad were held in Athens, Greece, from 13 to 29 August 2004. There were 10,558 competitors in Athens (6,257 men and 4,301 women), with 201 nations attending. (The press usually states that there were 202 nations, but Djibouti, which entered four athletes, two in track and field athletics and two in tennis, had no athletes actually compete.)

			Athens was awarded the 2004 Olympics during the 106th IOC Session in Lausanne on 5 September 1997 over Rome, Italy; Cape Town, South Africa; Stockholm, Sweden; and Buenos Aires, Argentina. There were originally 11 candidate cities. Because of the number of candidate cities, the IOC Evaluation Commission eliminated all but the above five cities prior to the voting. The other candidate cities, which did not advance to the voting round, were Istanbul, Turkey; Lille, France; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; San Juan, Puerto Rico; Seville, Spain; and St. Petersburg, Russia.
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			The Athens Olympic Games were a return of the Olympic Movement to its roots, as the Ancient Olympic Games were held in Greece, in ancient Olympia, on the Peloponnesus Peninsula. The first modern Olympic Games were held in Athens, and in 1906, Athens again hosted an Olympic Games. In 1990, Athens bid to host the 1996 Olympic Games, the Centennial Olympics, but lost out to Atlanta. The Greeks and Athenians were bitter that they had not been awarded the right to host the 100th anniversary of the modern Olympics, but regrouped to bid successfully for the 2004 Olympic Games, narrowly defeating the favorite, Rome.

			But all would not be well with the Athens organization. In early 2001, IOC President Juan Antonio Samaranch visited Athens with the Coordination Commission for the Games of the XXVIIIth Olympiad and was alarmed that, only three years prior to the Olympics, construction had not been started on many of the venues, and much of the infrastructure needed to host this huge international celebration was not to be found. Samaranch told the media that he was giving a yellow light to Athens, as the Games would be held in the smallest Olympic host country since Helsinki in 1952, and many people wondered if the Greeks could actually host a 21st-century Olympic Games. There was conjecture in the media that the IOC might try to move the site to another city at the figurative last minute.

			Around the time of Samaranch’s announcement, the Athens Organizing Committee (ATHOC) hired Gianna Angelopoulos-Daskalaki to return as president of the Organizing Committee. Angelopoulos-Daskalaki had been the leader of the successful bid to host the 2004 Olympic Games, but originally stepped down from leading ATHOC. Her return was heralded as the best chance the Greeks had to pull off what was becoming by early 2002 an organizational miracle.

			Further complicating matters for the Greeks and the IOC was the international situation. After the Twin Towers attack of 11 September 2001, the United States waged war on Afghanistan and in late 2002 invaded Iraq. The Middle East, which sits contiguous to the Greek peninsula, was a firecracker waiting to be lit. Security in Greece was considered to be almost impossibly difficult because of the geography. In addition to being next to the site of an ongoing war, Greece’s northern border is mountainous, which made securing it difficult at best. In addition, the Greek coastline is ragged and surrounds 80 percent of the nation. The cost of increasing security, in light of the world situation, became a major economic drag to ATHOC.

			But in the end the Greeks did it. The venues were all completed. The new airport and access roads to and from Athens were finished in plenty of time. Train routes around Athens and to the port city of Piraeus were upgraded and functioned well during the Olympics. There were almost no organizational difficulties once the Games began. The security worries never fully materialized. The only significant breach occurred during the men’s marathon race, on the last day of the Olympics. The Brazilian Vanderlei Lima had a comfortable lead at 20 miles, when he was assaulted by a man who burst onto the race course and knocked Lima into the crowd. Lima recovered but lost his rhythm and was eventually passed, and he finished third. The assailant was an Irish priest who had made similar disruptions at previous sporting events, notably a Formula One race.

			The most publicized athlete in Greece was the American swimmer, Michael Phelps. Phelps was trying to better Mark Spitz’s performance in 1972 by winning eight gold medals. He “failed,” although he did win eight medals, “only” six of them gold, missing the seven won by Spitz. Phelps won the 100 butterfly, the 200 butterfly, the 200 individual medley, the 400 individual medley, and relay gold medals in the 4 x 200 freestyle and 4 x 100 medley relay. In the 4 x 100 freestyle, the South Africans pulled off an improbable upset, and the favored U.S. team, led by Phelps, took only a bronze. In the 200 freestyle, Phelps finished third, with Australia’s Ian Thorpe winning the race. Thorpe, the swimming star of the 2000 Olympics, also won the 400 freestyle and added a silver in the 4 x 100 free relay and a bronze in the 100 freestyle.

			On the track, the biggest star was Great Britain’s Kelly Holmes, who became only the third woman to win the Olympic 800 meter/1,500 meter double (also won in 1976 by Tatyana Kazankina [URS] and in 1996 by Svetlana Masterkova [RUS]). But the highlights of the track and field competition did not take place within the main Olympic stadium. The men’s and women’s marathons ran the original marathon course, beginning in the village of Marathon, and finished in the original Panathenaic Stadium, site of the 1896 and 1906 Olympics. Archery competition was also held at the Panathenaic Stadium.

			For the first time since the end of the Ancient Olympic Games in 393 B.C., the Olympics returned to ancient Olympia. The men’s and women’s shot put competitions were held in the ancient Olympic Stadium, with no seats. As at the ancient Games, the spectators sat on the side of a hill, with no cover from the brilliant Greek summer sun. The Olympic Games had come home.

			The 20th Olympic Winter Games (2006): The 20th Olympic Winter Games were held in Torino (Turin), Italy, from 11 to 26 February 2006. There were eventually 2,494 competitors in Torino (1,539 men and 955 women), representing 79 nations. At the 109th IOC Session in Seoul, Korea, on 19 June 1999, Torino was chosen as the host city in round one over Sion, Switzerland, the only other city that advanced to the voting round. There were other candidate cities, but the IOC Evaluation Commission eliminated all but Torino and Sion prior to the vote. The other candidate cities were Helsinki, Finland (with Lillehammer, Norway); Klagenfurt, Austria (with Cortina d’Ampezzo, Italy, and Ješnice, Slovenia); Poprad-Tatry, Slovakia; and Zakopane, Poland. 
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			By all accounts, there was nothing wrong with the Torino Winter Olympics. But neither was there anything special about them. Prior to the Games, there were reports of apathy about the Games in Italy, with significant cost overruns and the government at first refusing to help the Organizing Committee, although it finally came to their aid. The Italian government also raised athletes’ hackles by proposing to enforce Italian criminal laws against doping at the Torino Olympics. Even the hyper-strict antidoping gods of WADA (World Anti-Doping Agency) did not want criminal charges against the athletes, and eventually a compromise was reached. Finally, the 20th Olympic Winter Games were held in Torino, but the apathy continued, with many venues lacking for spectators and many tickets going unsold. 

			There was nothing wrong inherently with Torino as a host city, nor was there anything significantly lacking in these Olympic Winter Games. They were just burdened throughout by a sense of ennui. After the Games had ended, the world’s sporting press, in an unofficial poll, lumped the Torino Olympics with Atlanta in 1996 as their least memorable Olympic Games—hardly stirring company.

			To the hometown fans, the big hero was their speed skater, Enrico Fabris, who won three medals, including two gold. The biggest medal winner at Torino was another speed skater, Canadian Cindy Klassen, who won medals in five of the six speed skating events for women. On the snow, Croatia’s Janica Kostelić won two Alpine skiing medals. Added to her four medals from Salt Lake City, this made her the first Alpine skier to win six Olympic medals. To add to the family sideboard, her brother, Ivica, also won a medal in men’s Alpine skiing. Perhaps the biggest surprise of the Torino results was in cross-country skiing, where Norway, normally the dominant nation in this sport, won no gold medals. Norway did manage four medals in cross-country, but only three silver and a bronze.

			The Olympic athletes in Torino gave their usual superb performances. But there was no star at Torino—nobody stood out, and one could not identify these Games with a single athlete, as so often happens. This seemed to be the perfect eulogy for the Torino Winter Olympics: nobody came, nobody watched, nobody starred, nobody cared.

			The Games of the XXIXth Olympiad (2008): The Games of the 
XXIXth Olympiad were held in Beijing, China, from 9 to 24 August 2008. There were eventually 10,906 competitors in Beijing (6,295 men and 4,611 women), representing 204 nations. At the 112th IOC Session in Moscow, Russia, in July 2001, Beijing was chosen as the host city in round two, with 56 votes to 22 for Toronto, 18 for Paris, and 9 for Istanbul, after Osaka, Japan, was eliminated in the first round of voting. Ten cities made application to the IOC to host the 2008 Olympic Games: Bangkok, Thailand; Beijing, China; Cairo, Egypt; Havana, Cuba; Istanbul, Turkey; Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Osaka, Japan; Paris, France; Seville, Spain; and Toronto, Ontario, Canada. At the first cut, Bangkok, Cairo, Havana, Kuala Lumpur, and Seville were eliminated.

			
				
					
						
								
								Bid Voting 

							
								
								Round 1

							
								
								Round 2

							
						

						
								
								Beijing, China

							
								
								44

							
								
								56

							
						

						
								
								Toronto, Canada

							
								
								20

							
								
								22

							
						

						
								
								Paris, France

							
								
								15

							
								
								18

							
						

						
								
								Istanbul, Turkey

							
								
								17

							
								
								 9

							
						

						
								
								Osaka, Japan

							
								
								 6

							
								
								—

							
						

					
				

			

			Via Beijing as candidate city, China bid for the 2000 Olympic Games and considered itself the favorite. The Chinese were quite upset when the bid went instead to Sydney, which put on a nonpareil Olympic Games. China returned to bid again for the 2008 Olympic Games and this time was successful. China hoped to use the Olympics as Tokyo had in 1964 and Seoul in 1988 to prove itself to the international community. The IOC awarded the bid to Beijing despite political pressures about human rights abuses and media censorship within the nation. The international community noted this and did not forget.

			Other problems arose with the bid as the Olympics came closer to fruition. The athletes’ biggest concern was the atmosphere in Beijing itself. On a typical day, the Beijing sky made a London pea-souper seem like minestrone. Distance athletes, such as marathoners and cyclists, were particularly concerned, and a few even declined to compete in those events. The Chinese government noted that it was taking steps to improve air quality, but it seemed like whistling into the wind.

			The Chinese planned the most international ever torch relay, even planning on taking the torch to the top of Mount Everest, which is partially in Tibet. What they did not plan on was the response of the international community, which found in the torch relay a way to express displeasure with China’s woeful record on human rights, its refusal to consider Tibetan independence, and its turning a blind eye to the tragedies in Darfur while supporting that regime financially and politically. Multiple protests enveloped the torch relay, the Olympic flame had to be closely guarded because the runners were physically attacked, and the route was changed several times, as the flame passed through nations and regions often unseen by the public.

			Due to the concerns about human rights, Tibet, and Darfur, Mia Farrow, a former American actress, and many other prominent people started calls for a boycott of the Beijing Olympics. Although these found few ears, Stephen Spielberg and Ang Lee, who were orchestrating the opening ceremony, withdrew in protest. Several heads of state stated that they did not support a boycott, but that they personally would not attend the 2008 Olympics nor the opening ceremony, although eventually many did, including U.S. President George W. Bush and French President Nicolas Sarkozy.

			The media were also unhappy with the Chinese and with the Beijing Olympic Organizing Committee. The broadcast media were initially told they could not telecast anything from Tiananmen Square, scene of student protests in 1989, though this was later rescinded to a degree. The Internet was censored in several different ways, which greatly limited the print media in the 21st century. The Beijing Organizing Committee (BOCOG) had promised the media uncensored Internet access, but one week before the Olympics started, they announced that the media would have only “sufficient” access to the Internet, although the sufficiency was defined by the Chinese government and not the media. As a result, as the August start of the Beijing Olympics approached, almost nothing positive was written about it in the world media.

			The Chinese government did in a sense allow protesting. It set up a protest zone in Beijing, although it was far from the Olympic venues, but also required that any protesters obtain a permit. Over 70 applications were received during the Olympics, but none were allowed. Two older women, both grandmothers, applied several times for permits; for their impertinence, they were sentenced to hard labor in prison, though this was later rescinded after worldwide protests.

			But then the Games began with a magical opening ceremony, and the world’s press significantly changed its tune. Although the background problems were still around, they were somewhat ignored once the Olympics began. The opening ceremony was considered the most spectacular ever presented, although it came with a price tag rumored at U.S. $300 million—for the ceremony alone. The venues were first-rate as well, highlighted by the track and field main stadium—the National Stadium, but called the Bird’s Nest for its appearance—and the aquatics main stadium, called the Water Cube. Also spectacular were the equestrian venues in Hong Kong. The equestrian events were held in Hong Kong because of quarantine restrictions in mainland China, similar to what occurred in 1956 with Melbourne and Stockholm.

			It was in the Water Cube that the highlight of the sports occurred. American swimmer Michael Phelps, who had won six gold medals in Athens, entered eight events and won eight gold medals. He won in almost every way possible—smashing world records and winning easily, such as in the 400 individual medley, having his teammate Jason Lezak pull out a narrow 4 x 100 freestyle relay upset victory on the anchor leg, and narrowly out-touching silver medalist Milorad Cavić of Serbia in the 100 meter butterfly, winning by only 1/100th of a second. His medal haul brought his overall Olympic total to 14 gold medals and 16 medals in all—the most ever gold medals by any athlete and the most ever medals by a man at the Olympics. His eight gold medals at a single Olympics surpassed the mark of seven set by Mark Spitz in 1972 at Munich.

			On the track, the individual star was Jamaica’s young sprinter Usain Bolt. Bolt was only 22 years old and had first come to international prominence in 2002 at the World Junior Championships. Considered primarily a 200 runner until 2008, in May of the Olympic year he had broken the world record for 100 meters. His first event was the 100, which he won with a world record time of 9.69. But more notable was the manner in which he won. Well ahead by 70 meters, he shut down at 80, looking back, waving his arms in celebration, and virtually jogging in. He still won the race by two meters and broke the world record. A few days later, he won the 200 gold medal in 19.30, breaking the supposedly inviolable world record of 19.32 set by Michael Johnson at the 1996 Olympics. Finally, Bolt helped his Jamaican teammates win gold in the 4 x 100, again breaking the world record. Following in the footsteps of triple Olympic sprint gold medalists Jesse Owens, Bobby Morrow, and Carl Lewis, only “The Lightning Bolt” could claim to have won all three golds with world records.

			As a group, the story of track and field was the Jamaican sprinters. In addition to Bolt and the Jamaican men’s 4 x 100 relay, Shelly-Ann Fraser won the women’s 100, leading a Jamaican medal sweep; Veronica Campbell-Brown won the women’s 200, followed by Kerron Stewart, who won a bronze; Shericka Williams took bronze in the women’s 400; and Melanie Walker won the women’s 400 hurdles. Their only stumbling block was the women’s 4 x 100, which they were heavily favored to win until they dropped the baton during an exchange in the final and did not finish.

			Great Britain dominated cycling. Making a nationalized effort to win medals in track cycling, they won five of seven gold medals in men’s track cycling and two of four in women’s track cycling. The star of the velodrome was Britain’s Chris Hoy, who won the match sprint, the keirin, and led his British teammates to gold in the Olympic team sprint.

			Overall, the Chinese had made a huge effort, as do most host countries, to improve their medal standings. For the Chinese this worked, as they led the gold medal table with 51 gold medals to the 36 won by the United States. The United States won the most medals, 110, but the Chinese improved to second, with 100 medals.

			In the end, the Beijing Olympics were considered one of the most beautifully conducted Olympic Games ever. The IOC had always stated that it hoped bringing the Olympics to China would help open up the country politically, as the 1988 Seoul Olympics had done. Whether or not this will occur cannot be determined. The final legacy of the Beijing Olympics will only be known years from now.

			The 21st Olympic Winter Games (2010): The 21st Olympic Winter Games were held in Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada, from 12 to 28 February 2010. Eventually 2,536 athletes competed in Vancouver (1,503 men and 1,033 women), representing 82 nations. Eight cities applied to host the 2010 Olympic Winter Games. One of these, Bern, Switzerland, withdrew shortly after the application, when the citizens of its canton voted in a referendum to withdraw the bid. This left Andorra la Vella, Andorra; Harbin, China; Jaca, Spain; Pyeongchang, Korea; Salzburg, Austria; Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina; and Vancouver. The final cities that advanced to voting by the IOC were Vancouver, Salzburg, and Pyeongchang, with Vancouver defeating Pyeongchang in the second round to win the right to host the 2010 Winter Olympics. 
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			The Vancouver Olympic Winter Games could not have started any worse. On the day of the opening ceremony, tragedy struck. While taking a training run, Georgian luger Nodar Kumaritashvili went off the track, his body crashing against a post along the track. Kumaritashvili died shortly after the accident, casting a pall over the opening ceremony that evening.

			January and February 2010 was the warmest winter in Vancouver history, and at Cypress Mountain, north of Vancouver, where the freestyle skiing and snowboarding were to be held, there was no snow. The courses could only be maintained by trucking in snow from distant sites. It was so warm in Vancouver that one Olympian, Shaun White, would later call them “The Spring Olympics.” The jinx that seemed to be affecting the Vancouver Olympics was later manifest at the opening ceremony, when the lighting of the torch was supposed to be done by four Canadian sports heroes, led by “The Great One,” Wayne Gretzky. The four lightings were to be done on four separate long cauldrons that were to rise from the floor of BC Place. But Catriona LeMay Doan could not light her flame, as one cauldron would not rise. However, the Vancouver Olympics soon overcame their very shaky start.

			Canada had twice before hosted Olympic Games, at Montreal in 1976 and Calgary in 1988. No Canadian had won a gold medal at either Games. The Canadians set up a sports training program, funded both privately and by the government, called “Own the Podium,” and they made plans to do just that. There had been complaints that Canadian athletes monopolized training time on the sites, and after Kumaritashvili’s death, this was mentioned. The seeming embargo on Canadian Olympic gold medals ended on the third day of the Games, when Alexandre Bilodeau mounted the top step of the podium with a gold medal in men’s moguls freestyle skiing. Canada cheered—and breathed a sigh of relief.

			After that there was little that was not sublime about the Vancouver Winter Olympics. The weather stayed warm in downtown Vancouver, but freestyle and snowboarding were held without major problems, and up at Whistler, where Alpine and Nordic events were contested, there was plenty of snow. Each day seemed to see another Canadian own the podium, and by the end of the 2010 Olympic Winter Games, Canada had won 14 gold medals, the most ever in Olympic history for one nation at a Winter Olympics. It also won one bronze, which shone just as brightly. In women’s figure skating, Joannie Rochette was expected to challenge for a medal, though she was not expected to win gold. Her parents traveled from their small town in Quebec to watch her compete. Arriving shortly before her event started, her mother developed chest pains and died later that day in a Vancouver hospital. Rochette did not have to compete, but she did and won a bronze medal; to most who watched her, it sparkled like a gold in the warm Vancouver sun.

			There were other outstanding performances in 2010. In cross-country skiing, Norway’s Marit Bjørgen won five medals, three of them gold. Her teammate in biathlon, Ole Einar Bjørndalen, won 2 medals to bring his Winter Olympic total to 11, second in Olympic history only to cross-country legend Bjørn Dæhlie. On the Alpine slopes, Germany’s Maria Riesch won two gold medals, surpassing her best friend, American Lindsey Vonn, whom the American press had built up before the Games, causing some to call them the Vonn-couver Olympics. Vonn was injured just before the Games and was not at her best, but became the first American woman to win the downhill and added a bronze in the super-G.

			Canadians live and die for one sport, ice hockey (just hockey to them), which they call simply “Our Game.” And although the Canadian women dominated and would win their third consecutive gold medal in a tight final game against the United States, it was the Canadian men’s team that was watched by most of the nation, who longed for them to win gold. Things did not start well, as after an initial win, Canada was forced to a shoot-out to defeat Switzerland in pool play and then lost the final pool game against the United States, 5–3. The team still advanced, and in the elimination rounds, began to play better, moving on to a final rematch against the Americans. The game was the most watched television event in Canadian history, and Canada led almost throughout, until the U.S. team pulled their goalie late and scored with only 25 seconds left, sending the game into overtime. Then, 7:40 into that overtime, Canada’s new hockey hero, Sidney Crosby, came through with the winning goal, sending the nation, and the crowds in Vancouver, into a frenzy of patriotic fervor. Seemingly all of Canada spilled out onto the Vancouver streets to celebrate, but the celebration was restrained and only joyous, with no untoward incidents.

			The Games had begun under the worst of circumstances, with the loss of an athlete’s life. They would end, for Canada, under the best of circumstances, with victory in its national game, in overtime, on home soil, against its archrival, with the goal scored by its national hero. Only fairy tales end like that. In between, Canada had indeed owned the podium, with 14 gold medals. At the closing ceremony, Canadians mocked themselves when an attendant walked out to the center of BC Place, held up a power cord, looked at it puzzled, then plugged it in, and up rose the fourth cauldron. Catriona Le May Doan was indeed able to honor the Olympic flame, as Canada and Vancouver had done so well for the previous two weeks.

			The Games of the XXXth Olympiad (2012): The host city for the Games of the XXXth Olympiad was chosen at the 117th IOC Session on 6 July 2005 in Singapore. The original nine candidate cities were Havana, Cuba; Istanbul, Turkey; Leipzig, Germany; London, England; Madrid, Spain; Moscow, Russia; New York, New York, USA; Paris, France; and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Four cities were eliminated, and the five remaining cities advancing to the final vote were London, Madrid, Moscow, New York, and Paris. London was selected as the host city on the fourth round of voting, over Paris. The 2012 Olympic Games are scheduled to be held from 27 July to 12 August 2012.

			
				
					
						
								
								Bid Voting 

							
								
								Round 1

							
								
								Round 2

							
								
								Round 3

							
								
								Round 4

							
						

						
								
								London, Great Britain

							
								
								22

							
								
								32

							
								
								39

							
								
								54

							
						

						
								
								Paris, France

							
								
								21

							
								
								27

							
								
								33

							
								
								50

							
						

						
								
								Madrid, Spain

							
								
								20

							
								
								25

							
								
								31

							
								
								—

							
						

						
								
								New York, New York, USA

							
								
								19

							
								
								16

							
								
								—

							
								
								—

							
						

						
								
								Moscow, Russia

							
								
								15

							
								
								—

							
								
								—

							
								
								—

							
						

					
				

			

			The 22nd Olympic Winter Games (2014): The host city for the 22nd Olympic Winter Games was chosen at the 119th IOC Session in Guatemala City in July 2007. The original seven candidate cities were Sochi, Russia; Pyeongchang, Korea; Salzburg, Austria; Almaty, Kazakhstan; Borjomi, Georgia; Jaca, Spain; and Sofia, Bulgaria. Four cities were eliminated, and the three remaining cities advancing to the final vote were Sochi, Pyeongchang, and Salzburg. Sochi was selected as the host city on the second round of voting, over Pyeongchang. The 2014 Olympic Winter Games are scheduled to be held from 7 to 23 February 2014.

			
				
					
						
								
								Bid Voting

							
								
								Round 1

							
								
								Round 2

							
						

						
								
								Sochi, Russia

							
								
								34

							
								
								51

							
						

						
								
								Pyeongchang, Korea

							
								
								36

							
								
								47

							
						

						
								
								Salzburg, Austria

							
								
								25

							
								
								—

							
						

					
				

			

			The Games of the XXIst Olympiad (2016): The host city for the Games of the XXXth Olympiad was chosen at the IOC Session preceding the 13th Olympic Congress in Copenhagen on 2 October 2009. The original seven candidate cities were Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Chicago, Illinois, USA; Madrid, Spain; Tokyo, Japan; Bakı, Azerbaijan; Doha, Qatar; and Prague, Czech Republic. Bakı, Doha, and Prague were eliminated by the Evaluation Commission, with Rio de Janeiro, Chicago, Madrid, and Tokyo advancing to the final vote. Chicago was eliminated in the first round of voting, while Tokyo went out in the second round, with Rio de Janeiro selected to host the 2016 Olympic Games in the third round, over Madrid. The 2016 Olympics are scheduled to be held from 5 to 21 August 2016. These are to be the first Olympic Games held in South America.

			
				
					
						
								
								Bid Voting 

							
								
								Round 1

							
								
								Round 2

							
								
								Round 3

							
						

						
								
								Rio de Janeiro, Brasíl

							
								
								26

							
								
								46

							
								
								66

							
						

						
								
								Madrid, Spain

							
								
								28

							
								
								29

							
								
								32

							
						

						
								
								Tokyo, Japan

							
								
								22

							
								
								20

							
								
								—

							
						

						
								
								Chicago, United States

							
								
								18

							
								
								—

							
								
								—

							
						

					
				

			

			The 23rd Olympic Winter Games (2018): The host city for the 23rd Olympic Winter Games will be chosen at the 123rd IOC Session in Durban, South Africa, in July 2011. Only three cities have bid for these Games, the smallest number since the 1988 Olympic Games, which were awarded to Seoul. The three bidding cities are Annecy, France; Munich, Germany; and Pyeongchang, Korea.
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