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introduction

In this book, you will find a collection of scrappy, pieced projects to decorate your home. There are lap quilts, wall quilts, table runners, and placemats. All of the projects are made from just two simple shapes—the square and the rectangle—with no tricky measurements or stretchy bias edges. Whether you are a beginning or a seasoned quilter who wants something quick and easy, there are projects suitable for your skill level.

Although I am known best for my appliqué designs, I started out doing pieced quilts, which I still love. Piecing is really the foundation of all quiltmaking, an integral building block to more advanced skills.

The designs are basic and very versatile. The patterns adapt easily to your style preference, whether it be classic and traditional or more contemporary. Your color and fabric choices will determine your particular style. Most of my quilts are very scrappy; in general, the more fabrics I use, the more I like the quilt. Although the quilts are scrappy, they are not completely unplanned. Many of the quilts offer a great opportunity to utilize your stash. However, I must confess—I do buy “scraps.” If I don’t have enough of what I want for a particular project, I buy it.




general directions

rotary cutting

I recommend that you use a rotary cutter, an acrylic ruler, and a cutting mat to cut all the fabrics used in the pieced blocks, borders, and bindings. Trim the blocks and borders with these tools as well.

piecing

All piecing measurements include ¼″ seam allowances. If you sew an accurate ¼″ seam, you will succeed! My biggest and best quiltmaking tip is to learn to sew an accurate ¼″ seam.

pressing

Press seams to one side, preferably toward the darker fabric. Press flat, and avoid sliding the iron over the pieces, which could distort and stretch them. When you join two seamed sections, press the seams in opposite directions so you can nest the seams and reduce bulk.

putting it all together

When all the blocks for a project are completed, lay them out on the floor or, if you are lucky enough to have one, a design wall. Arrange and rearrange the blocks until you are happy with the overall look. Each project has specific directions as well as diagrams and photos for assembly.

borders

If the quilt borders need to be longer than 40″, join crosswise strips of fabric at a 45° angle as necessary, and cut the strips to the desired length. All borders in the book are straight cut; no mitered corners.

[image: image]

Join borders with 45° angle.

layering the Quilt

Cut the batting and backing pieces 4″ to 5″ larger than the quilt top. Place the pressed backing on the bottom, right side down. Place the batting over the backing, and place the quilt top on top, right side up. Make sure all the layers are flat and smooth and the quilt top is centered over the batting and backing. Pin or baste the quilt.


note

If you are going to have your top quilted by a longarm quilter, contact the quilter for specific batting and backing requirements, as those requirements may differ from the instructions above.



Since I prefer not to piece the backing for the table runners, the fabric amounts allow for the length of the runner. I add the leftover fabric to my stash.

Quilting

Quilting is a personal choice—you may prefer either hand or machine quilting. My favorite method is to send the quilt top to a longarm quilter. This method keeps my number of unfinished tops low and the number of finished quilts high.

color and fabric choices

All the projects in this book are made using 100% cotton fabrics. I find they are easy to work with and readily available at any local quilt shop.

I have used both traditional and contemporary color choices for the quilts and other projects. I have a very relaxed approach to color and tend to make my quilts very scrappy. As I’ve said, the more fabrics I use, the more I like the quilt. The overall feel of a quilt can be changed dramatically by color choice, especially in pieced quilts. The Tic-Tac Wall Quilt (page 32) is the same block design as the Color Splash Table Runner (page 50), yet the fabric choices for each make them look very different. The Blueberries and Butterscotch Wall Quilt (page 40) has a very traditional look, while the Pastel Picnic Table Runner on (page 53), which uses the same block, has a fresh, spring-like look.

Thankfully everyone has different tastes when it comes to color. Whether you prefer traditional, contemporary, or something in between, any of the designs can be adapted to your preference.

make the Quilt your own

If you want to change the size of a quilt, simply add or subtract blocks or change the width of the borders. Many times, eliminating a border will give the quilt a more modern, contemporary look. Your color choices may be totally different from mine.

yardage and fabric reQuirements

I have given yardage and fabric requirements for each project, with many calling for a total amount of assorted fabrics that can be used as a base for your quilt. The yardage amounts may vary depending on several factors, such as the size of the quilt, the number of fabrics used, and the number of pieces you cut from each fabric.

Binding fabric amounts allow for 2″-wide strips cut on the straight of grain. I usually use the same fabric for backing and binding; it’s a good way to use leftover backing.
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merry go round lap quilt

[image: image]

Quilted by Diane Minkley

FINISHED BLOCK SIZES: 10″ × 10″, 5″ × 5″ [image: image] FINISHED LAP QUILT: 79½″ × 79½″


Rich, textured solids in a variety of colors make this quilt lusciously vibrant. The pieced border frames the quilt top for a traditional look. Leave off the border for a more modern-looking quilt top.






materials

[image: image] 4¼ yards total assorted brights for pieced blocks

[image: image] ¾ yard teal for inner border

[image: image] 1¾ yards total assorted brights for pieced border blocks

[image: image] 1⅛ yards brown for lattice in pieced border

[image: image] 7¼ yards backing and binding

[image: image] 84″ × 84″ batting


cutting

Cut from the assorted brights for the pieced blocks:

36 squares 3½″ × 3½″

72 rectangles 1½″ × 3½″

144 rectangles 1½″ × 5½″

144 rectangles 1½″ × 7½″

72 rectangles 2″ × 10½″

Cut from the teal for the inner border:

2 strips 3″ × 60½″ for the side borders*

2 strips 3″ × 65½″ for the top and bottom borders*

* Cut 7 strips 3″ × fabric width, piece the strips end to end (see page 9), and cut the border pieces.

Cut from the assorted brights for the pieced border blocks:

144 squares 1½″ × 1½″

192 rectangles 1½″ × 3½″

96 rectangles 1½″ × 5½″

Cut from the brown for the lattice in the border:

48 rectangles 1½″ × 5½″

4 strips 1½″ × 65½″*

4 strips 1½″ × 79½″*

* Cut 15 strips 1½″ × fabric width, piece the strips end to end (see page 9), and cut the lattice pieces.

piecing

Piece the block as shown. Press. Make 36 blocks.

[image: image]

step 1

[image: image]

step 2

[image: image]

step 3

[image: image]

step 4

[image: image]

step 5

[image: image]

step 6

putting it all together

QUILT CENTER

1. Arrange and sew together the blocks in 6 rows of 6 blocks each. Press.

2. Sew together the rows. Press.

INNER BORDER

1. Sew the 2 side borders to the quilt top. Press toward the borders.

2. Sew the top and bottom borders to the quilt top. Press toward the borders.

PIECED BORDER

1. Piece the block as shown. Press. Make 48 blocks.

[image: image]

step 1

[image: image]

step 2

[image: image]

step 3

[image: image]

step 4

2. Arrange and sew together 2 rows of 11 blocks and 10 lattice pieces 1½″ × 5½″ to make the side borders. Press.

3. Sew the 1½″ × 65½″ lattice pieces to the sides of each border.

4. Sew the 2 side borders to the quilt top. Press.

5. Arrange and sew together 2 rows of 13 blocks and 14 lattice pieces 1½″ × 5½″ to make the top and bottom borders. Press.

6. Sew the 1½″ × 79½″ lattice pieces to the sides of each border. Press.

7. Sew the top and bottom borders to the quilt top. Press.

finishing

1. Layer the quilt top with batting and backing. Baste or pin.

2. Quilt as desired and bind.

[image: image]

Putting It All Together



connect four lap Quilt

[image: image]

Quilted by Diane Minkley

FINISHED BLOCK SIZE: 3″ × 3″ [image: image] FINISHED LAP QUILT: 79½″ × 79½″



Place the fabrics to create sections of four squares connected with lattice, then sew this scrappy lap quilt together in rows. The dark border fabric frames the quilt top for a more traditional look.




materials

[image: image] 2¾ yards total assorted brights for blocks

[image: image] 2¼ yards light for lattice

[image: image] 1¼ yards black for lattice connecting squares and borders

[image: image] 1⅝ yards black dot for border

[image: image] 7¼ yards for backing and binding

[image: image] 84″ × 84″ batting


cutting

Cut 256 squares 3½″ × 3½″ from the assorted brights for the blocks.

Cut 544 rectangles 1½″ × 3½″ from the light for the lattice.

Cut from the black:

289 squares 1½″ × 1½″ for the lattice connecting squares

4 strips 1½″ × 65½″ for the side borders*

4 strips 1½″ × 79½″ for the top and bottom borders*

* Cut 15 strips 1½″ × fabric width, piece the strips end to end (see page 9), and cut the border strips.

Cut from the black dot:

2 strips 5½″ × 65½″ for the side borders*

2 strips 5½″ × 79½″ for the top and bottom borders*

* Cut 9 strips 5½″ × fabric width, piece the strips end to end (see page 9), and cut the border strips.

putting it all together

QUILT CENTER

1. Arrange the blocks into 16 rows of 16 blocks each.

2. Sew together 16 blocks and 17 lattice pieces in a row. Press. Make 16 rows.

[image: image]

Sew block rows; make 16.

3. Sew together 16 lattice pieces and 17 connecting squares in a row. Press. Make 17 rows.

[image: image]

Sew lattice rows; make 17.

4. Sew together the rows to form the quilt top. Press.

BORDERS

1. Sew 2 black strips 1½″ × 65½″ to 1 black dot strip 5½″ × 65½″ for each side border.

2. Sew the side borders to the quilt top. Press.

3. Sew 2 black strips 1½″ × 79½″ to 1 black dot strip 5½″ × 79½″ for each of the top and bottom borders. Press.

4. Sew the top and bottom borders to the quilt top. Press.

finishing

1. Layer the quilt with batting and backing. Baste or pin.

2. Quilt as desired and bind.

[image: image]

Putting It All Together



down and across lap Quilt

[image: image]

Quilted by Diane Minkley

FINISHED BLOCK SIZE: 6″ × 6″ [image: image] FINISHED LAP QUILT: 58½″ × 78½″


Simple and elegant, this quilt is constructed using the same size rectangle for the entire top. Soft, serene fabrics make this quilt look as though it has been touched by the hands of time.




materials

[image: image] 3½ yards total assorted lights and mediums for pieced blocks

[image: image] 1½ yards total assorted darks for lattice

[image: image] 5¼ yards for backing and binding

[image: image] 63″ × 83″ batting


cutting

Cut 273 rectangles 2½″ × 6½″ from the assorted lights and mediums for the pieced blocks.

Cut 104 rectangles 2½″ × 6½″ from the assorted darks for the lattice.

piecing

Sew together 3 rectangles 2½″ × 6½″ from the assorted lights and mediums to piece the block. Press. Make 91 blocks.

[image: image]

Pieced blocks; make 91.

putting it all together

1. Arrange and sew together 7 blocks and 8 lattice pieces in a row. Press. Make 13 rows.

[image: image]

Sew lattice to blocks; make 13 rows.

2. Sew together the rows to form the quilt top. Press.

finishing

1. Layer the quilt top with batting and backing. Baste or pin.

2. Quilt as desired and bind.

[image: image]

putting It All Together


freeze frame lap Quilt

[image: image]

Quilted by Diane Minkley

FINISHED BLOCK SIZE: 8″ × 9″ [image: image] FINISHED LAP QUILT: 62½″ × 79½″




A variety of greens, purples, blues, and pinks contrasts with the black lattice to make this quilt fresh and exciting. The absence of a border gives the quilt a more modern look.





materials

[image: image] 1⅝ yards total assorted greens for pieced blocks

[image: image] 1⅝ yards total assorted purples, pinks, and blues for pieced blocks

[image: image] 3½ yards black for pieced blocks and lattice

[image: image] 5⅜ yards for backing and binding

[image: image] 67″ × 84″ batting


cutting

Cut from the assorted greens for the pieced blocks:

28 rectangles 4½″ × 5½″

280 rectangles 1½″ × 2½″

Cut from the assorted purples, pinks, and blues for the pieced blocks:

28 rectangles 4½″ × 5½″

280 rectangles 1½″ × 2½″

Cut from the black:

336 squares 1½″ × 1½″ for the pieced blocks

112 rectangles 1½″ × 5½″ for the pieced blocks

112 rectangles 1½″ × 8½″ for the pieced blocks

48 rectangles 1½″ × 9½″ for the lattice

7 strips 1½″ × 62½″ for the lattice*

* Cut 12 strips 1½″ × fabric width, piece the strips end
to end (see page 9), and cut the lattice pieces.

piecing

1. Piece the block as shown. Make 28 green blocks. Press.

[image: image]

Step 1

[image: image]

Step 2

[image: image]

Step 3

[image: image]

Step 4

[image: image]

Step 5

[image: image]

Step 6

2. Piece the block as shown. Make 28 purple, pink, or blue blocks. Press.

[image: image]

Step 1

[image: image]

Step 2

[image: image]

Step 3

[image: image]

Step 4

[image: image]

Step 5

[image: image]

Step 6

putting it all together

1. Arrange the blocks in 8 rows of 7 blocks each.

2. Sew together 7 blocks and 6 lattice pieces 1½″ × 9½″ in a row. Press. Make 8 rows.

3. Sew lattice strips 1½″ × 62½″ between the rows to form the quilt top. Press.


finishing

1. Layer the quilt top with batting and backing. Baste or pin.

2. Quilt as desired and bind.

[image: image]

Putting It All Together



red rover lap Quilt

[image: image]

Quilted by Diane Minkley

FINISHED BLOCK SIZES: 8″ × 12″, 12″ × 12″ [image: image] FINISHED LAP QUILT: 60½″ × 84½″


Make a bold statement with graphic results, using a variety of black and red prints for this lap quilt with a contemporary twist.






materials

[image: image] ¾ yard total assorted black-and-white prints for pieced blocks

[image: image] 1¼ yards total assorted reds for pieced blocks

[image: image] 4¼ yards total assorted blacks for pieced blocks

[image: image] 5⅝ yards for backing and binding

[image: image] 65″ × 89″ batting


cutting

Cut 42 rectangles 2½″ × 6½″ from the assorted black-and-white prints for the block centers.

Cut from the assorted reds for the pieced blocks:

84 rectangles 1½″ × 6½″

84 rectangles 1½″ × 4½″

Cut from the assorted blacks for the pieced blocks:

336 rectangles 2½″ × 4½″

42 rectangles 2½″ × 12½″

piecing

1. Piece the block as shown. Press. Make 42 blocks.

[image: image]

Step 1

[image: image]

Step 2

[image: image]

Step 3

[image: image]

Step 4

2. Sew assorted black rectangles 2½″ × 12½″ to the top and bottom of 21 of the blocks. Press.

[image: image]

Add rectangles to 21 blocks.

putting it all together

1. Arrange and sew together the blocks in 7 rows of 6 blocks each. Press.

2. Sew together the rows to form the quilt top.

finishing

1. Layer the quilt top with batting and backing. Baste or pin.

2. Quilt as desired and bind.

[image: image]

Putting It All Together


four square lap Quilt

[image: image]

Quilted by Diane Minkley

FINISHED BLOCK SIZE: 12″ × 12″ [image: image] FINISHED LAP QUILT: 64½″ × 88½″


The classic color combination of black and tan gives this quilt its timeless appeal. Large blocks cut into quarters and then pieced back together make this quilt look much more complicated than it really is!






materials

[image: image] 1½ yards total assorted blacks for pieced blocks and pieced border

[image: image] 1¾ yards total assorted browns for pieced blocks and pieced border

[image: image] 1¼ yards total assorted golds for pieced blocks

[image: image] 3¼ yards total assorted tans for pieced blocks

[image: image] 5⅞ yards for backing and binding

[image: image] 69″ × 93″ batting


cutting

Cut from the assorted blacks:

35 squares 5″ × 5″ for the pieced blocks

74 squares 2½″ × 2½″ for the pieced border

Cut from the assorted browns:

36 rectangles 2½″ × 5″ for the pieced blocks

36 rectangles 2½″ × 9″ for the pieced blocks

74 squares 2½″ × 2½″ for the pieced border

Cut from the assorted golds for the pieced blocks:

34 rectangles 2½″ × 5″

34 rectangles 2½″ × 9″

Cut from the assorted tans for the pieced blocks:

70 rectangles 2½″ × 9″

70 rectangles 2½″ × 13″


piecing

1. Piece the block as shown. Press. Make 35 blocks.

[image: image]

Step 1

[image: image]

Step 2

[image: image]

Step 3

[image: image]

Step 4

2. Cut the pieced blocks into quarters, each measuring 6½″ × 6½″. Cut 140 quarters.

[image: image]

Cut blocks into quarters.

[image: image]

Sew quarters into blocks. Press. Make 35 blocks.

putting it all together

QUILT CENTER

1. Arrange and sew together the blocks in 7 rows of 5 blocks each. Press.

2. Sew together the rows to form the pieced block section of the quilt top. Press.

PIECED BORDER

1. Arrange and sew together 2 rows of 42 squares 2½″ × 2½″ from the assorted black and brown squares to make the side borders. Press.

2. Sew the 2 side borders to the quilt top. Press toward the border.

3. Arrange and sew together 2 rows of 32 squares 2½″ × 2½″ from the assorted blacks and browns to make the top and bottom borders. Press.

4. Sew the top and bottom borders to the quilt top. Press toward the border.

finishing

1. Layer the quilt top with batting and backing. Baste or pin.

2. Quilt as desired and bind.

[image: image]

Putting It All Together


carousel lap Quilt

[image: image]

Quilted by Diane Minkley

FINISHED BLOCK SIZE: 8″ × 8″ [image: image] FINISHED LAP QUILT: 60½″ × 76½″



This is a great quilt to showcase your favorite, fabulous large-scale prints. The cutting and piecing are fast and easy, making this a good choice if you are a beginning quiltmaker.





materials

[image: image] ¼ yard each of 32 different large prints for blocks

[image: image] 2¼ yards gray for lattice and borders

[image: image] 5¼ yards for backing and binding

[image: image] 65″ × 81″ batting


cutting

Cut 63 rectangles 6½″ × 8½″ from the assorted large prints for the blocks.

Cut from the gray:

116 rectangles 1½″ × 8½″ for the lattice pieces

10 rectangles 3½″ × 8½″ for the end lattice pieces in A rows

8 rectangles 2½″ × 8½″ for the end lattice pieces in B rows

2 strips 2½″ × 60½″ for the top and bottom borders*

* Cut 4 strips 2½″ × fabric width, piece end to end (see page 9), and cut the border strips.

piecing

1. Sew 2 lattice pieces 1½″ × 8½″ to the long sides of a large print rectangle to piece the block. Press. Make 31 blocks.

[image: image]

Make 31.

2. Arrange and sew together 3 blocks, 4 large print rectangles, and 6 lattice pieces 1½″ × 8½″ in a row. Add 3½″ × 8½″ lattice pieces to the ends. Press. Make 5 rows.

[image: image]

Pieced row A; make 5.

3. Arrange and sew together 4 blocks, 3 large print rectangles, and 6 lattice pieces 1½″ × 8½″ in a row. Add 2½″ × 8½″ lattice pieces to the ends. Press. Make 4 rows.

[image: image]

Pieced row B; make 4.

putting it all together

QUILT CENTER

Arrange and sew together the rows, alternating A rows and B rows. Press.

BORDER

Sew the top and bottom borders to the quilt top. Press.

finishing

1. Layer the quilt top with batting and backing. Baste or pin.

2. Quilt as desired and bind.

[image: image]

Putting It All Together
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