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"So that in everything 

he might have the supremacy." 

(Colossians 1:18b)
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A Word to Those Who Preach the Word





There are times   when I am preaching that I have especially sensed the pleasure of God. I usually   become aware of it through the unnatural silence. The ever-present coughing   ceases and the pews stop creaking, bringing an almost physical quiet to the   sanctuary — through which my words sail like arrows. I experience a heightened   eloquence, so that the cadence and volume of my voice intensify the truth I am   preaching.

There is nothing   quite like it — the Holy Spirit filling one's sails, the sense of his pleasure,   and the awareness that something is happening among one's hearers. This   experience is, of course, not unique, for thousands of preachers have similar   experiences, even greater ones.

What has happened   when this takes place? How do we account for this sense of his smile? The answer   for me has come from the ancient rhetorical categories of   logos, ethos, and   pathos.

The first reason   for his smile is the   logos   — in terms of preaching, God's Word. This means that as we stand before God's   people to proclaim his Word, we have done our homework. We have exegeted the   passage, mined the significance of its words in their context, and applied sound   hermeneutical principles in interpreting the text so that we understand what its   words meant to its hearers. And it means that we have labored long until we can   express in a sentence what the theme of the text is — so that our outline   springs from the text. Then our preparation will be such that as we preach, we   will not be preaching our own thoughts about God's Word, but God's actual Word,   his   logos. This is   fundamental to pleasing him in preaching.

The second element   in knowing God's smile in preaching is ethos — what you are as a   person. There is a danger endemic to preaching, which is having your hands and   heart cauterized by holy things. Phillips Brooks illustrated it by the analogy   of a train conductor who comes to believe that he has been to the places he   announces because of his long and loud heralding of them. And that is why Brooks   insisted that preaching must be "the bringing of truth through personality."   Though we can never perfectly embody the truth   we preach, we must be subject to it, long for it, and make it as much a part of   our ethos as possible. As the Puritan William Ames said, "Next to the   Scriptures, nothing makes a sermon more to pierce, than when it comes out of the   inward affection of the heart without any affectation." When a preacher's ethos   backs up his logos, there will be the pleasure of God.

Last, there   is   pathos — personal   passion and conviction. David Hume, the Scottish philosopher and skeptic, was   once challenged as he was seen going to hear George Whitefield preach: "I   thought you do not believe in the gospel." Hume replied, "I don't,   but   he does." Just so! When a   preacher believes what he preaches, there will be passion. And this belief and   requisite passion will know the smile of God.

The pleasure of   God is a matter of   logos   (the Word),   ethos   (what you are), and   pathos (your passion).   As you   preach the Word may you   experience his smile — the Holy Spirit in your sails!



R.   Kent Hughes 

Wheaton, Illinois


1 

The Celebration of the Church

COLOSSIANS  1:1-8





when we study   Paul's epistles we see that each has a dominant theme. In Romans, it is   justification by faith. In Ephesians, it is the mystery of Christ and his   Church. In Philippians, it is the joy which Christ brings. In Colossians, it is   the absolute supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ as the Head of all   creation and of the Church. There is no book in the New Testament, including   John's Gospel, which presents such a comprehensive picture of the fullness of   Christ. Accordingly, there is no writing better-equipped to draw us upward than   the book of Colossians.



Since, then, you   have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is   seated at the right hand of God. (3:1)



So then, just as   you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him. (2:6)



As we study   Paul's letter to the Colossians, may our view of Christ be so expanded and   permanently impressed on us that we will as a habit seek those things which are   above.

BACKGROUND OF THE EPISTLE 

  The town of Colosse was located about eighty miles inland   from the city of Ephesus, in the Lycus River Valley, in what is today the   western part of Turkey. At one time it was one of the prominent towns of the   valley, but by the New Testament era it was a small town well in the shadow of   its nearby neighbors, Laodicea and Hierapolis. Biblical scholarship believes   that the Colossian church came into being during Paul's two-year ministry in   Ephesus, because Acts 19:10 says that during that time "all... who lived in the   province of Asia [which included Colosse] heard the word of the Lord." 

  The Scriptures reveal that as Paul was preaching in Ephesus,   two visitors from Colosse came to believe —namely, Epaphras (4:12) and Philemon   (Philemon 19). Philemon later hosted the Colossian church in his home (Philemon   1, 2), and Epaphras served as Paul's lieutenant in evangelizing the Lycus   Valley. Thus a new, thriving church sprouted in Colosse though Paul had never   been there himself. Paul, of course, had a deep interest in the church and   prayerfully advised Epaphras and Philemon as necessary. So it was quite natural   that when a major problem arose in Colosse, Epaphras came to him for help. 

  The problem came from false teachers who were propagating what   is called Gnosticism. Gnostics considered themselves to be people of superior   knowledge who could help "lesser" Christians attain deeper spirituality. The   very word for Gnosticism comes from the Greek word gnosis, which means   "to know." The Gnostics, "people in the know," the spiritual elite with all the   answers, held as their basic doctrine that matter (anything physical or created)   was evil and that only the spirit was good. They reasoned, therefore, that God   could not be involved in creation, because being perfect he could not touch   matter which was intrinsically evil. Therefore, the world came into being   through a complicated surrogate process as God put forth thousands of emanations   (or lesser gods), each of which was a little more distant from him, so that   finally there was an emanation (a little god) so distant from God that it could   touch mat-ter—and it created the world. Of course, this lesser god of creation   was so far removed from the ultimate God that it was evil. 

  This reasoning led to the belief that Jesus Christ, if he   really was the Son of God, could not have taken on a human body because matter   is evil. This delusion spawned the Gnostic romances about Jesus being only a   ghost-like phantom. To the Gnostics, Christ was not Creator, the   Incarnation was not real, and Christ was not enough! 

  So the Gnostics built a system by which one could begin with   Christ and work one's way up the series of emanations to God. In   Colosse, this system (gnosis) consisted of ascetic disciplines (many   of which were borrowed from Jewish legalism, see 2:20-23), secret passwords   (borrowed from Eastern mysticism), the esoterica of astrology, and elements of   Christianity.1 It was all very complex and proudly   intellectual. The Gnostics, those "in the know," looked down upon the simple   Colossian believers, browbeat them, and led some astray. 

  This is the alarming message which Epaphras brought Paul as he   waited in prison. Paul's brilliant response was the Letter to the Colossians,   which presented Christ as the Creator and all-sufficient Redeemer in the   sublimest terms found anywhere in Scripture. Paul's masterful answer has served   the Church well through the centuries as it has repeatedly faced similar   heresies and is, in fact, today assaulted by false teachers and cultists who see   Christ as only part of the answer. 

  As we take up Paul's letter, we immediately see that the   apostle did not directly attack the Colossian problem, but rather began with an   exuberant introduction which celebrated the Colossian church. This was typical   of Paul, who characteristically praised the churches before dealing with them   pastorally. Paul's heartfelt commendation rose from the miracle which had taken   place in Colosse: a poor, pagan people without God and without hope in this   worjd had found Christ. Their lives had been changed, and some remarkable things   had happened, which Paul will duly note. His celebration was honest and   beautiful, and the celebration is ours as well — for we are the Church. 

  A CELEBRATION OF JOY (vv. 1, 2) 

  Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and   Timothy our brother, To the holy and faithful brothers in Christ at   Colosse: Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 

  

  Though Paul had never met the Colossians, he called them "holy and faithful brothers in Christ," which was purposely exalted   language. They were God's holy ones, set apart for him. They with Paul   shared the same paternity, and they both addressed God intimately as   "Abba" (see Galatians 4:6). They shared a mutual domesticity of soul. They   were "family," and they naturally called each other brother and sister. 

  But best of all, they were "in Christ," which is one of the   deepest and most joyous of mysteries. In barest terms it means that the Colossians, and indeed all authentic believers, partook of all   that Christ had done, all that he was (and is), and all that he ever would   be. This is also the essence of the great paragraph with which Paul opened   the book of Ephesians. There Paul also defined the Church as being "in   Christ" (v. 1), believers whom "God . . . has blessed . . . with every   spiritual blessing in Christ" (v. 3), having chosen them "in him before the   creation of the world" (v. 4), which resulted in redemption and forgiveness of   sins "[i]n him" (v. 7), which in turn eventuated in the hope of glorification   "in Christ" and their marking "in him" with the seal of the Holy Spirit. The   first fourteen verses of Ephesians use "in Christ" or "in him" no less than ten   times to describe the profundity of regeneration in Christ. 

  As believers, they were "in Christ" and the old had gone, the   new had come (2 Corinthians 5:17). Archaeologists tell us that many of the   nameless slabs in the catacombs of Rome carried the inscription "in   Christo" (in Christ), and significantly also bore on the same slab its   spiritual corollary "In pace" (In peace), testifying to the radical   newness and joy which came in Christ.2 Being in   Christ has always been ample reason to celebrate as Paul and the ancient   Christians did, and it is the same for us today. This is a wonder of wonders! 

  We must note that by sealing the above with "Grace and peace to   you from God our Father," Paul created a Christian blend of Hebrew and Greek   greetings. The customary greeting in the ancient Greek world was chairen, which was a form of "grace" and meant "greetings" (see James 1:1; Acts 15:23;   23:26). But in Paul's hands, it became the freshly minted Christian   salutation charis, "grace."3 Greeting   fellow-believers with this word celebrated the work of grace in their lives.   "You are a recipient of God's unmerited favor. Praise God for his grace! This is   indeed wonderful!" It was also a commissioning to live under grace.4 "May you be a great taker. May you have the disposition,   the dependency, the humility which makes you a ready receptor of God's grace." 

  The other half of the greeting, "peace," came originally from   the Hebrew shalom, which meant more than simply the absence of trouble,   but well-being which springs from a sense of the presence of God.5 Paul's wish for the Colossians was that they would   comprehend more fully their peace and enjoy it in all its depth. 

  It is the same for all people: there must be grace before we   experience the shalom of God. Grace (God's work) comes before peace (our   new relationship).6 Among the tragedies of our time   is humanity's pursuit of personal peace apart from God's enabling grace. That   pursuit takes many forms: material, intellectual, social, even religious; but   they all end in futility. When sinners find peace through God's grace, that is   beautiful, that is cause for rejoicing! "Grace and peace" is the proper   Christian greeting and celebration. 

  A CELEBRATION OF THANKSGIVING (vv. 3-5a) 

  As Paul continued his greeting, he gratefully made   reference to the familiar Christian trio of faith, hope, and love, but placed   hope last. 

  

  We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus   Christ, when we pray for you, because we have heard of your faith in   Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all the saints — the faith and   love that spring from the hope that is stored up for you in heaven, (vv.   3-5a, emphasis mine) 

  

  Faith, hope, and love are mentioned numerous times in   Scripture7 as a sort of "apostolic shorthand" for   genuine Christianity.8 None of these qualities can   be manufactured by man; they all come from God. 

  Paul first celebrated their "faith in Christ Jesus."   Faith is always mentioned first in the trio because apart from faith there is no   Christian experience. Here Paul was very specific about the object of their   faith. It was "Christ Jesus." "Everybody needs faith. You gotta have faith," we   hear people say. It is considered to be a component of a balanced life — another   charm on the bracelet of one's well-being. Having faith means you're okay. But   the truth is, faith has no intrinsic value in itself. It must derive its value   from its object. When someone says that he or she has faith, the question which   must be asked is: "Faith in what? In reincarnation? That God is good? Faith in   faith?" 

  Salvation does not come by believing in belief, or even in a   set of doctrines or a creed. Salvation comes by believing in Christ. When John G. Paton was translating the Bible in the Outer Hebrides, he   searched for the exact word to translate believe. Finally he found it:   the word meant "lean your whole weight upon."9 That   is what the Colossians, despite their Gnostic detractors, had done. That was   something to celebrate! 

  Paul then continued to laud the Colossians for "the love" they had "for all the saints." For Paul, faith proved its reality by   "expressing itself through love" (Galatians 5:6). Loving God is seen in how one   loves his neighbor, and particularly another believer (John 13:34, 35). We have   all met people who claimed to be good Christians, who were upstanding, honest,   and orthodox —but unloving. They had a loveless goodness, an orthodoxy without   charity, a questionable faith. They were the kind of people Mark Twain had in   mind when he said, "He is a good man — in the worst sort of way." Love for the   brethren is a sign of true faith. 

  When Chuck Colson was serving his prison sentence after the Watergate   scandal, his newfound faith was severely tested. His wife did not understand the   "born again" business, his son was picked up on drug charges, and Colson himself   was despondent. But God met him in his misery. A group of Christians in   Washington, including Senators Hatfield, Hughes, and Quie, were praying for him.   Senator Quie discovered an old law that allowed an innocent man to serve a   prison term for another, and Quie volunteered to serve the remainder of Colson's   term.10 Colson turned him down, but he had   experienced "love .. . for all the saints," and Charles Colson was again   refreshed in the reality of his faith. 

  It is a beautiful .thing when you see in the Church love for all the saints —   not just for some, not just for the lovable, but all. This is what made   the early church so amazing and so enticing to the ancient world. Barbarian,   Scythian, slave and free, male and female, Jew and Greek, learned and ignorant   joined hands and sat down at one table. They knew themselves to be all one in   Christ Jesus. There never had been anything like it. The world began to babble   about sorcery and conspiracies and complicity in unnameable vices. But   Christians were only living out their "love .. . for all the saints." A new   thing had come into the world — a community held together by love and not by   geographical accidents or common language or by the iron chains of the   conqueror. The world wondered, and not a few were drawn to Christ. Genuine love   for all was cause for Paul's joyous celebration of the apostolic Church, and it   is cause for celebration today, for the results are the same. 

  Finally, Paul celebrated their hope: "the hope that is stored up for   you in heaven." Hope is placed last because, in this instance, Paul saw faith   and love as springing from it.11 How does hope of   Heaven cause faith and love to come forth? As pagans, the Colossians had been   without God and without hope in this world. Then came the gospel from Epaphras   and Philemon and the wonderful, surprising joy of salvation and hope of Heaven.   This joy naturally enlarged their love and faith. This new hope thrust them   together as it earned them the natural enmity of the prevailing religious   system. In addition, by partaking of the same hope (1 Timothy 1:1), sharing the   s^me secret, they were bound more closely in their love, and thus encouraged   greater faith in one another. 

  How important the hope of glory is! Paul tells us that the hope of the return   of Christ and heavenly reward makes a difference in how we live: 

  

  For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men. It teaches us to say "No" to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, while we wait the blessed hope — the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. (Titus 2:11-13)

  

   John says the same thing: 

  

  Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet   been made known. But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we   shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just   as he is pure. (1 John 3:2, 3)

  

   We ought to cultivate our hope.   Remember C. S. Lewis's great exhortation? 

  

  Indeed, if we consider the unblushing promises of reward and   the staggering nature of the rewards promised in the Gospels, it would seem that   Our Lord finds our desires, not too strong, but too weak.12 

  A CELEBRATION OF THE GOSPEL (vv. 5b-8) 

  The apostle celebrated the gospel's success: 

  

  All over the world this gospel is producing fruit and growing,   just as it has been doing among you since the day you heard it and understood   God's grace in all its truth. You learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow   servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, and who also told   us of your love in the Spirit, (vv. 6-8) 

  

  Here Paul engaged in a little justified hyperbole, for though   the gospel had not spread "all over the world," it was well on its way. What he   was celebrating was its dynamic power and its universality. Unlike the Gnostic   elitist foolishness, Christ's Good News was for everybody and was daily reaching   new people. 

  The miracle of the little church in the Lycus Valley was cause   for celebration. It is our celebration too, for: 

  
    	We are God's holy and faithful ones, saints. 

    	We are brothers and sisters with a common Father. 

    	We are "in Christ," and are part of the joyous   mystery of his Body. 

    	The grace of God has been freely poured on us, "grace upon   grace" (John 1:16, NASB).

    	We have peace, shalom, the   well-being that results from divine grace and the presence of God. 

    	God has given us faith, love, and hope: ". . . faith in   Christ" — ". . . love ... for all the saints" — ". . . hope stored up ... in   heaven." 

  

  Let us, in joyful continuity with the Colossian church, daily   celebrate the Good News of abundance of life in Jesus Christ! 


2
 
The Prayer for the Church 

COLOSSIANS  1:9-14





Almost sixty years ago a young missionary   named Raymond Edman staggered in from an Ecuadorian jungle, desperately ill.   "He'll be dead by morning," the doctor predicted. Edman's wife dyed her wedding   dress black, so it would be ready for the funeral. (In the tropics funerals must   be held immediately.) However, thousands of miles away in Boston, Edman's   friend, Dr. Joseph Evans, interrupted a prayer meeting, saying, "I feel we must   pray for Ray Edman in Ecuador." The group prayed earnestly, until finally Evans   called out, "Praise the Lord! The victory is won!" The rest is oft-repeated   history: Raymond Edman recovered, his wife's dress did not, and Dr. Edman went   on to become president of Wheaton College and to minister for forty years!1 This beautiful story unforgettably affirms the power of   intercessory prayer. 

Motivated by stories like this, we naturally ask, how are we to   pray for the Church, the members of Christ's Body? A classic answer is provided   by Paul in the introductory lines of his letter to the Colossians, because they   contain his intercession for that distant little church. 

In the opening lines of the letter, recorded in verses 1 to 8,   Paul celebrated the miracle of this little church's existence in the Lycus   Valley. Predictably, this overflowed in prayer, which began in verse 9. His   prayer was a beautifully constructed tapestry which makes a perfect model for   the fabric of our own prayers. His example tells us how to pray for the knowledge, and then for the conduct, of the Church. 


  A PRAYER FOR KNOWLEDGE (v. 9) 

  For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have   not stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all spiritual wisdom and   understanding. 

  

  It is significant that Paul prayed for the Colossians'   knowledge, because they were under siege by people who were telling them they   needed a better knowledge, a gnosis. The Gnostics were teaching   that Christ was a good place to begin, but that there was so much more they   could know and experience if only they would incorporate the Gnostic system of   passwords, rites, and initiations. Their superior, know-it-all air was   intimidating, and some of the Colossians were made to feel they were lacking.   What is more, the system, by promising a special understanding, appealed to the   people's natural, elitist instinct. And some had fallen. So Paul's prayer that   the Colossians be "fillfed] . . . with the knowledge of his will through all   spiritual wisdom and understanding" hit the problem head-on. 

  This knowledge for which Paul prayed was set in bold contrast   with that of the Gnostics because Paul used a word for knowledge which "is   almost a technical term for the decisive knowledge of God which is involved in   conversion to the Christian faith."2 The Gnostics'   characteristic word for knowledge was gnosis. But Paul used the   word epignosis as a reference to full knowledge for the   Colossians. Knowing that they have this personal knowledge of Christ and his   will, Paul prayed for an epignosis which would fill them in such a   way that it would instill a wisdom and understanding which was singularly   "spiritual" (the word spiritual is emphatic in the Greek). 

  From the apostle's perspective, a deep, growing knowledge of   Christ and his will is of the greatest importance to the spiritual life of all   Christians. 

  

  And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight. (Philippians 1:9) 

  

  I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that   you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. (Philemon 6) 

  

  I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the   glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so   that you may know him better. (Ephesians 1:17) 

  

  Here in Paul's Colossian prayer, when he said, "we have not   stopped praying for you and asking God to fill you with the knowledge of his   will," he was using language of great intensity, for he knew that spiritual   knowledge is foundational to a sound, fruitful Christian life.3 God puts no premium on ignorance. 

  Warren Wiersbe says that he once heard a preacher say, "I   didn't never go to school. I'm just a igerant Christian, and I'm glad I is!" To   which Wiersbe comments, "A man does not have to go to school to gain spiritual   intelligence; but neither should he magnify his 'igerance.'"4   Spiritual knowledge comes, as we all know, through the work of the   Holy Spirit (John 16:8-11). He reveals Jesus Christ and gives us the special   saving knowledge of him (John 17:3). But the Holy Spirit does not work alone.   The Scriptures become the primary source of "knowledge" for the believer as they   are studied in the power of the Holy Spirit. This produces a Christian   mind, which in fact is what Paul is praying for —a mind, as Harry   Blamires says, which is trained to handle life within a framework constructed of   Christian presuppositions.5 It is this mind,   this epignosis,which God blesses. 

  

  Blessed is the man . . . [whose] delight is in the law of the   Lord, and on his law he meditates day and night. (Psalm 1:1, 2) 

  

  Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth;   meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything   written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. (Joshua 1:8) 

  

  Typically when we pray for ourselves or for others, we pray for   physical health, well-being, social relationships, and spiritual growth. But   part of our intercessory prayers ought to be for "the knowledge of his will   through all spiritual wisdom and understanding." Have you prayed like this for   others? It is an important prayer for your pastor, for new believers, for your   family members. 

  And we ought to be part of the answer to our own prayers! Every   believer should be reading and meditating on God's Word. The very blood they   bleed ought, in Spurgeon's words, to be "bibline." Every Christian should be   concentrating when he or she hears the preaching of God's Word. Every believer   should be able to filter his culture's seductive gnosis through   the grid of God's epignosis. 



  A PRAYER ABOUT CONDUCT (vv. 10-14) 

  And we pray this in order that you may live [literally,   "walk"] a life worthy of the Lord and may please him in every way. (v. 10) 

  

  In Hebrew vocabulary throughout the Old Testament   Scriptures, the word "walk" symbolically referred to one's conduct, and this   carried over into the Greek of the New Testament. For example, in Colossians it   is used that way several times: 

  

  . . . that you may walk in a manner worthy of the Lord. (1:10, NASB) 

  

  As you therefore have received Christ Jesus   the Lord, so walk in Him. (Colossians 2:6, NASB)

  

  . . . and in them you also once walked, when   you were living in them. (Colossians 3:7, NASB) 

  

  In the Hebrew mind, knowledge and conduct   were bound together. But in Gnostic culture, teaching was highly speculative and   theoretical, not related to life. There was even one school of Gnosticism which   reasoned that since the body was evil and the spirit was good, it did not make   any difference what one did in the body. So they did anything and everything! 



  A WORTHY WALK 

  The Hebrews saw an absolute connection between knowledge   and conduct. From their perspective, a person did not know something unless he   or she did it. This is from where Paul and indeed all authentic   Christianity springs. True spiritual knowledge means action! This strikes at the   very heart of the unhealthy dichotomy which is so prevalent today. I am speaking   of the tendency of people of knowledge not to be activists, and the reverse   tendency of people of action to neglect the pursuit of knowledge—thus producing   unbalanced extremes. 

  Let me mention two examples: on the one hand you have the   ignorant "soul-winner" who knows only a rabbit track through Scriptures and has   no thought-through answers of his own, and on the other hand you have the   contemplative scholar filled with knowledge who has never led a soul to Christ.   Neither situation was ever meant to be! Paul was the ultimate contemplative   mind, but also an incredible man of action. John Calvin, utilizing his   transcending intellectual powers, would lie upon his bed and dictate   commentaries, but he was also actively involved with people and politics and   life. That was also part of the genius of John Wesley, and of Francis Schaeffer   in our own day. We need balance. 

  A profound knowledge should profoundly affect one's walk. It must be   understood that any doctrine which isolates the believer from the needs of the   world is not a spiritual doctrine. Or put another way, if our doctrine lifts us   so high that our feet cannot reach the ground, it is false. Paul prayed that the   Colossians would walk their talk, that their knowledge of Christ would grow, and   that this in turn would produce a conduct which was worthy of the Lord, pleasing   him in all respects. This is how we should pray. 

  What is to be the result of this worthy walk? "Bearing fruit in every good   work" (v. 10). Good works are the outworking of Christ's life in his people.   Paul thus prayed that they would act out Christ's kind of life in every   situation. Thus the reality of the Colossians' faith would be seen by the   surrounding community, and Christ would be glorified and souls drawn to him. The   participle "bearing fruit" is present and continuous. Paul prayed that this   fruit-bearing would be a constant, ongoing reality. 



  A KNOWLEDGEABLE WALK 

  The next thought in Paul's intercession for the Colossians' walk   completes verse 10: "growing in the knowledge of God." This is what Paul so   powerfully asked for in the beginning of this prayer. Why does he mention it   again as he prays for their conduct? Simply because Paul saw the dynamic   connection between action and knowledge. He knew that as they continued "bearing   fruit in every good work," they would naturally open themselves to "growing in   the knowledge of God." One begets the other in a delectable upward spiral: the   more one truly serves him, the more one opens to knowledge of him — the more one   knows of him, the more one wants to serve. So it goes onward and upward! Jesus   himself made it clear that doing the Father's will makes possible the reception   of knowledge of the Son (cf. John 7:17). This mutual cause-and-effect   relationship between knowing and doing is one of the fundamental laws of   spiritual growth. It was one of the secrets of the Wesleyan movement, for John   Wesley and his followers did not just find the truth and sit on it—they did the   truth! And the doing of it opened them to an increase in the knowledge of God. 



  A POWERFUL WALK 

  The next clause which describes Paul's prayer for the Colossians' walk   occupies the whole of verse 11: 

  

  . . . being strengthened with all power according to his   glorious might so that you may have great endurance and patience .. . 

  

  The power which Paul prayed upon the church is   immense, for "strengthened" was continuous, denoting a steady supply. And the   strengthening is on God's own scale: "according to his glorious might." Colossal   power! 

  The focus of the power is, first, for "endurance." The kind of   steadfastness Paul meant is that which "enables one to hold one's position in   battle."6 He had in mind the evil forces in the   Lycus Valley which were trying to destroy the Colossian church. Paul was praying   that they would stand . . . endure ... persevere ... remain steadfast... stay at   it. Sir Winston Churchill was invited back to his alma mater, Harrow, to address   the students near the end of his storied life of public service, which included   guiding Britain through her darkest and finest hours. When the five-foot,   five-inch bulldog of a man took the platform, everyone waited breathlessly upon   his words —and they would never forget what they heard: "Young gentlemen, never   give up. Never give up. Never give up! Never! Never! Never!" With that he sat   down. Paul would have liked that, especially in regard to the gospel. 

  To "endurance" Paul added "patience," or as the Greek more   literally says, "long-suffering." "Endurance" is in reference to adverse   circumstances, whereas "patience" is in reference to difficult people.7 Paul was praying that the Colossians would have a   long-suffering, patient spirit as they related to one another and to those   outside the Church. Possessing "endurance" does not mean one will succeed in   "patience." Moses endured in his titanic struggle with Pharaoh in Egypt, but his   patience with the people failed at Kadesh, and he lost his right to enter the   Promised Land (Numbers 20). 

  

  Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks   self-control. (Proverbs 25:28) 

  

  How beautiful "endurance" and "patience" are when they are   wedded in our life. In 2 Corinthians 6:4-6 Paul listed them as marks of a true   minister of Jesus Christ. They perfectly existed in the Lord Jesus himself, who   remained steadfast to the end and was long-suffering with all. Paul knew that   such qualities could only come by being "strengthened with all power according   to his glorious might." This is the way we must pray for our brothers and   sisters. "Lord, give them perseverance in difficulties and patience with people.   Do it by constantly strengthening them with your power." When King David   controlled himself as he was maligned by Shimei, it was a greater victory than   his killing Goliath (2 Samuel 16:5-13). 

  

  Better a patient man than a warrior, a man who controls his   temper than one who takes a city. (Proverbs 16:32) 

  

  The church with "endurance and patience" is a great church. It is a church which walks "worthy of the Lord." 

  A THANKFUL WALK 

  How else do we walk worthy? By giving thanks, as verses 11,   12 say: "joyfully giving thanks to the Father." This is the summit of the   prayer, and thanksgiving is diffused through all of it. We cannot walk worthy of   God without constantly giving joyous thanks, as the Greek participle here   emphasizes. 

  Many years ago Northwestern University had a lifesaving team   that assisted passengers on Lake Michigan boats. On September 8, 1860, the Lady Elgin foundered near the campus, and a ministerial student   named Edward Spencer personally rescued seventeen people. The exposure from that   episode permanently damaged his health, and he was unable to continue   preparation for the ministry. Some years later when he died, it was noted that   not one of the seventeen people he had saved ever came to thank him.8 

  Believers who walk worthy of Christ constantly   give thanks to God for their salvation. Why? Paul lists three specific reasons   in verses 12 to 14. First, in verse 12 we are to be joyously giving thanks to   the Father because he "has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the   saints in the kingdom of light." This is a present reality (note   the aorist tenses). We are now in the realm of light! 

  

  For God, who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," made   his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory   of God in the face of Christ. (2 Corinthians 4:6) 

  

  You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. (1   Thessalonians 5:5) 

  

  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,   a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called   you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

  

  We are presently in the light, but it is also a future reality! It has not yet been manifested in all its infinite brightness, but we are   being made ready for the ultimate inheritance in light. One day we shall   pass beyond the stars, and when they have burned themselves out, we will   shine even brighter. As C. S. Lewis so memorably put it: 

  

  Nature. Nature is   mortal; we shall outlive her. When all the suns and nebulae have passed away,   each one of you will still be alive. Nature is only the image, the symbol; but   it is the symbol Scripture invites me to use. We are summoned to pass in through   Nature, beyond her, into that splendor which she fitfully reflects.9 

  

  This is because God the Father "qualified" us for it! It was   not due to anything we have done. It is all of him. Thus, we give joyous thanks   constantly! 

  The next reason to give thanks is closely associated with the   first. Verse 13 says: 

  

  For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves. 

  

  The word for "brought" or "transferred"   (NASB) is used in other places to describe a mighty king   picking up a whole population and deporting it to another realm.10 That has already been accomplished. All believers have been   sublimely deported into "the kingdom of the Son" which, at the Consummation,   will be the eternal Kingdom of God (1 Corinthians 15:24).11 We are in the "kingdom of the Son he loves," a Kingdom   enveloped in love. For this reason we give joyous thanksgiving. 

  The final reason for thanksgiving is, as verse 14 says: "in   whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins." We have been purchased from   the slave market, and our sins have been sent away. Why? Because we are in him.   That is the present reality, right now! And we bow in   thanksgiving. 

  Interceding for other Christians is of greatest importance.   Joseph Evans in faraway Boston experienced the urging of the Holy Spirit to lead   his congregation to pray for Dr. Edman in Ecuador, and it is my own belief that   if he had not followed that urging, Ray Edman would not have lived to minister   for the next forty years. When God calls his people to pray and they obey,   things happen! When they refuse to follow his urgings, they shorten his   sovereign hand. 

  Why not covenant to pray for both the knowledge and conduct of your fellow-believers. A church which is growing in   the knowledge of Christ and his will, and is walking worthy of him, will do   great things. Let us commit ourselves to sensitive, fervent intercession for our   brothers and sisters. 
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