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A story with the power to change the direction of your story.

—LEONARD SWEET, best-selling author, professor, speaker

Some books make you silent.
Some books give you goosebumps.
Some books change your life.
The Blackberry Bush…it’s one of those books…read it!

—GEERT KIMPEN, best-selling European fiction author of De Geheime Newton

A delightful blend of the historical events of the twentieth century and the coming of age of young people, both physically and spiritually. You’ll come away feeling more spiritual, believing in angels, and that good trumps evil. This book will lift your heart and fill you with hope!

—RALPH MOORE, Founder of the Hope Chapel Movement

I live in this book and care desperately for these people.

—DANA HANSON, Pastor, LIFEhouse Church (Los Angeles)

David Housholder cooks up a great stew in his novel The Blackberry Bush. He mixes Old Europe, contemporary California, international headlines, youthful passion, and Christian spirituality to create a story that warms the heart and forces you to think about who you are, where you came from, and why life is never, ever accidental.

—J. LEE GRADY, author and journalist

The Blackberry Bush proves that there really is more to life than what we see on the surface.

—TAMMY DUNAHOO, General Supervisor, The Foursquare Church

Housholder delivers a gripping, globetrotting, multicultural story—one populated by real people caught up in forces they could not possibly comprehend who find redemption and meaning through a personal encounter with a spiritual reality beyond themselves. The Blackberry Bush will show you the way out of your own thorny thickets of life into a place of genuine spiritual freedom.

—BOB ROGNLIEN, Senior Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd (Torrance, California) and author of Experiential Worship

With his novel The Blackberry Bush David Housholder has given us a brilliant work of coming-of-age fiction that not only captures and holds the attention of the reader, but seduces us into an exploration of the possibilities of hope and meaning in a vacuous and spiritually bankrupt world.

—BRIAN ZAHND, Senior Pastor, Word of Life Church (St. Joseph, Missouri) and author of Unconditional?
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For
Marinus Vermeer and J. E. Danielson,
whom my wife, Wendy, and I miss a great deal.
We are still carrying their torches.


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Thanks to everyone, and there are hundreds of you, who made this first novel of the series possible. A novel is a quilt with many borrowed insights and ideas.

Props to Rolf and Mary Garborg at Summerside Press, who believed in me and got this project going, and their superlative next generation team of Carlton, Jason, and Joanie, who together with others lead Summerside Press.

No character in this novel correlates to a person in the “real world” except for two. Gemechis and Lindsey are delightful characters that appear briefly in the epilogue and are indeed based wholly on two fascinating real people: Gemechis Buba and Lindsey Trego. Some celebrities and public figures do appear in the book, either in passing or as cameos, but that’s only to keep the story stapled to the real world in which Josh and Kati grew up.

All the rest are composite characters based on at least a half dozen tiny bits and pieces of people I’ve observed over the years. Their names have nothing to do with real people. So, if you see yourself in this book, well, you’re seeing things.
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FOREWORD

Sooner or later in life we all discover that something in us is broken—and that there’s an empty void we want filled with pure, unconditional love and acceptance. We all long for a way out of the trap of meaninglessness…a way to be reborn into a new life of purpose and freedom.

The Blackberry Bush is a beautifully written novel of two characters’ search for meaning and their powerful rescue from the relational and societal expectations that are crushing them. It’s the story our own hearts might tell from our journey through life.

I identified most with the character of Kati. Like her, I eventually heard God’s voice after going through some difficult years with bullies and people who couldn’t accept me as I was. I had to discover and accept the truth that all of me—my past, my relationships, my experiences, and gifts—is meant to be used for a purpose larger than just myself. David Housholder also reveals the importance of our backstories—the legacies from our parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents that influence who we are and what we become. It was an encouragement to me to look at both painful and fortuitous events from my past as I work to weave past, present, and future into a whole.

But I also found myself embracing Josh’s words of truth: “Only by abandoning all attempts to meet others’ expectations can you truly hear the voice of the Spirit and be freed to pursue what God would have you uniquely do.”

As the wise apostle Paul says in 2 Corinthians 3, we can be free of all this stuff. All of it! And when we are, nothing stands between us and God. Then our faces can shine with the reflection of his light, and our lives gradually become more and more beautiful.

May this gripping story—spanning generations and continents—provide entertainment, reflection, and new direction for your life, so you too may move ahead into the light of freedom and joy.

Debbie Griffith

DEBBIE GRIFFITH, speaker and radio host of “Everyday Matters,” is also a contributor to Focus on the Family’s TV Ministry “Your Family Live.”
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