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    How to Use this Book:


    The More Interesting Version


    

    Sometimes songwriters and singers forget... They get a melody in their head and the notes will take precedence, so that they wind up forcing a word onto a melody. It doesn’t ring true.

    Don Henley (The Eagles)


    Writing a good lyric requires craftsmanship – fitting words to rhythms and tunes, and carving them into the spaces between the beats. Inspiration is a great place to start, but finishing and polishing, and finding the right cadence in the words and the rhymes, are essential to successful song writing.


    It is not uncommon to be in a band where the lead guitarist or the drummer starkly remarks that nobody listens to the words. Any decent songwriter will quietly boil about this and it is a common source of musical differences in a band. For those of us who love the words as well as the music, we have some pretty stellar companions: Eminem, John Lennon and Paul Simon for instance, all of whose clever, emotional lyrics would hook any audience into a new world. However, it is true that some musicians and some genres do care less about the words than the construction of the melodies and the harmonies, but really, they should go and write some great instrumentals!


    This book is about songs and songs need good words to communicate their complete message. As Don Henley says, the phrasing of music and verbal language have to move in sync. Most successful songs have rhymes, and this book aims to help you find that perfect series of rhymes for your idea and to provoke thought. Often the search for a rhyme provides the spark for further inspiration, firing the imagination in unexpected directions.


    Language, being a living, sinuous beast, is more than just a jumble of letters; it is your own context that releases the meaning within. That is, how the words are actually used is up to you – for example, ‘fine’ can be used as an adjective or verb, or adverb, the context is all. The key issue is to use the rhymes to develop thoughts and emotions, to capture the listener’s interest, working hand-in-hand with the melody to create that great song.


    From The Golden Age to the Age of Bling


    Were it written fifty years ago, this would be a very different book. The ‘Golden Age’ of Tin Pan Alley songwriters had produced a generation of clean, clever, cut-glass lyrics that were as carefully constructed as the musical theatre of Oscar and Hammerstein and their ilk. But the explosive union of the blues and a generation of teenagers ready to listen to music their parents did not like created a surge of musical invention from the late 1950s and beyond. A prolonged and intense period of rock music moved the language of song into darker, tougher territory, continuing with the tempestuous arrival of Rap, and its devil brother Hip-hop, which burned a path into the abyss of underclass despair. It brought the language of the street firmly onto mainstream radio, replacing the rhythm guitar with a rapping, fast-talking vocal, placing an even greater emphasis on the word as the driver of the song.


    Strip away the homophobia, mysogyny and the violence that feature in the worst examples of the genre and you find dynamic expositions of destitution and a casual use of street language released from the formality of written language. Rap has its own centre of lyric gravity and this liberates rhymes that can often only work as a walking, talking rap. Heavy Metal, too, has its own language, as do Pop, Folk and church and protest songs like Joni Mitchell’s ‘Big Yellow Taxi’.


    Some Basic Rhyming Rules


    Now, back to the rhymes. This is a songwriter’s rhyming dictionary, so it is subject to a few rules which have governed the selection of words and phrases it contains, with an emphasis on words that are intended to be sung or rapped rather than read.


    
      	No swearwords. Swearing is easy, anyone can use it, you don’t need a book like this to help you. A single, carefully placed swearword can make a huge impact, but you don’t need a rhyme to make it work!


      	No place names, unless they are particularly iconic or resonant, such as Cannes or Beijing. Usually such choices are included because they offer a mood or a meaning beyond the obvious rhyme.


      	Emphasis on the ironic. This has saved some entries, because otherwise banal words (such as ‘cake’, ‘food’, ‘dryer’) can be turned into something more interesting. In Hip-hop and Rap, for instance, ‘respectfully request’ can be spat or spoken demurely – it certainly isn’t boring!


      	Simple and direct is best, no formal or archaic words. It’s a song, it has to be understood quickly. Even a profound song must deliver its message swiftly to the ear, so the rhymes must never get in the way. For instance ‘clean slate’ rhymes well with ‘you hate’, but ‘collate’ and ‘oblate’ have no place in this book. The same applies to some other simple rhymes which might deserve their place in great literature – ‘thereby’, ‘thee’ – but not in a modern song.


      	Conversational and naturalistic language is often included, despite frequently leading to cliché. In poetry, cliché is rarely acceptable, because it no longer delivers anything new; but in a song, it arrives with a tune, a particular voice and a backing track, which together can turn the cliché on its head.


      	Foreign words and phrases are generally excluded unless they are easily understood. We live in a multicultural society so there are some words and phrases which do trip off the tongue, like Paul McCartney’s ‘Michelle, ma belle’. It can lend the subject of the song a patina of sophistication without having to spell it out.


      	Use of colloquial language. In a song the phonetic rhyme is as powerful as the perfect one, especially if the subject or the singer are using language as a signpost to the meaning of the song, such as Blur’s ‘Park Life’. In this context ‘alright guv?’ and ‘kind of’ become credible rhymes for that most tricky of rhyming words, ‘love’.


      	Potentially extensive lists of words from certain topics – such as farming or eating – have been avoided: ‘ewe’ and ‘new’ might be technically perfect but I just can’t see it as a useable rhyme. Likewise, most business expressions have been excluded unless they have social, political or imaginative dimensions, so you won’t find ‘pie chart’ as a rhyme for ‘my heart’.

    


    Following these simple rules has both reduced the vast number of potentially eligible words and expanded the range everyday phrases which can be used to extend the impact of a simple source rhymes.


    Cliché or Original, Context is All


    It is how you use the rhymes in the song that matters. Political and protest songs, for instance, unleash a range of social words and phrases centring on campaigning issues such as human rights, climate change, oppression and injustice. Over the decades, the songs of Woody Guthrie, Billy Bragg and The Manic Street Preachers, for instance, have brought in rhymes that would be hard to justify in any other context. Heavy Metal lyrics revel in gore and fantasy, Prog Rock fell in love with the language of mythology, Punk Rock screamed its disenchantment and despair. What can sound trite in one style of music can fit perfectly well for another. So some words lend themselves to Folk songs – think ‘briar’ and ‘May pole’ – while in Hip-hop or Grunge you’re more likely to need industrial and urban language. Obviously it’s important to be clear about the subject and the mood of your song.


    Some Useful Techniques


    The rhymes in this book can be used to play with ideas, to discover, explore and challenge, so it’s worth thinking about some ways of doing this:


    
      	Rhymes don’t have to appear at the end of a line. Internal or mid-line rhymes can push a song, particularly the chorus, along. Rhyming couplets can be very powerful but, if your lines are long and the music is less than bouncy, some mid-line rhymes can help keep the interest of the listener.


      	The longer the rhyme, the more interesting and varied the narrative. Rhymes can be very tyrannical and demanding because they force the ear into an obvious jump from rhyme to rhyme, but the more interesting and longer the rhyme – and thus the more subtle – the more effective it is in telling a story.


      	Use opposites to create tension in the song. For example, with the Smiths, you can find yourself dancing to Morrissey’s grim lyrics because they are sugar coated by Johnny Marr’s sonic bombast. The listener’s ears pick up and seek the sad words because they contradict the music.


      	Use metaphor rather than just a literal rhyme. Rhyming ‘hammer blow’ with ‘didn’t know’ offers more interesting possibilities if it is used as a metaphor: the words and phrases in this book should be used like this.


      	Use the banal to create unexpected resonances. Even ‘bubble wrap’ can be lent sinsister and unexpected connotations if used with care. If you’re already in a creative frame of mind then something as potentially benign as ‘toy chest’ can be profoundly evocative or create tension, acting as a metaphor for innocence or a Pandora’s box of evil – representing the last mote of innocence in a house of abuse and violence, for instance; ‘daisy chains’ can turn into daisy cutters; innocent words and rhymes can be invested with deadly intent.


      	The use of unusual subjects releases a new stream of language and rhymes: P. J. Harvey and Nick Cave’s dark songs of countryside murder give new meaning to ‘river’ and ‘stream’, which in another context might be romantic or uplifting. Use the rhymes as a way of exploring new subjects.


      	The vocabulary of darkness has greater potential than the simpler major-key directness of pop songs. This is not intended as a value judgment, it is simply a fact that the melancholy and the cynical provide a wider range of emotions and experience, which unlocks a huge number of effective and interesting rhymes.

    


    Lyrics in a Digital Age


    Rhymes are subject to fashion and change, and play their part in the reflection of our society, its preoccupations and seductions (indeed, fashion and trends inevitably play some part in the reasons for inclusion in, or exclusion from, this book). Technology has moved swiftly from long-playing records, through a brief flirtation with CDs, to the full onslaught of digital downloads and online video. Lyrics are often left behind in the struggle to find an audience, with some of the information provided with songs barely managing to present reliable songwriter credits. But lyrics are powerful tools: people sing them, study them and admire them, and I hope this book will help you to explore, discover and scale the heights of your own songwriting challenges.


    A Note on Pronunciation


    There are some significant differences in pronunciation between the US and UK (manifested strikingly in names like ‘Van Gogh’). Much of the language of music is transatlantic, so a wider range of phonetic rhymes is potentially available for this reason, enabling, for instance, ‘clock’ to rhyme with ‘walk’ even if the singer’s native accent is British (since singers are not bound by their speaking accent when singing). Moreover, there are significant regional variations in accent within all so-called English language countries and cultures. It is important to be aware of the opportunities offered by the different pronunciation of words, without sacrificing credibility. Frequently in this book, words with different possible pronunciations are placed under each relevant vowel sound.


    A List of Great Lyricists


    Make a point of listening to the rhymes and techniques in the songs of these great artists. This is not an exhaustive list but offers a fair range. You can join a discussion about the best lyricists on the Flame Tree Music page on Facebook.


    Gary Barlow (Take That), ‘Another Crack in the Heart’


    David Byrne, ‘Psycho Killer’


    Sammy Cahn, ‘Three Coins in the Fountain’


    Nick Cave, ‘Breathless’


    Johnny Cash, ‘Unchained’


    Eric Clapton, ‘Tears in Heaven’


    Elvis Costello, ‘Oliver’s Army’


    Leonard Cohen, ‘Hallelujah’


    Jarvis Cocker, ‘Common People’


    Ian Dury (and The Blockheads), ‘Billericay Dickie’


    Bob Dylan, ‘All Along the Watchtower’


    Ray Davies (The Kinks), ‘Waterloo Sunset’


    Eminem, ‘Lose Yourself’


    Woody Guthrie, ‘Christ for President’


    Jay-Z, ‘Empire State of Mind’


    Carole King, ‘Jazzman’


    John Lennon, ‘Imagine’


    Lennon/McCartney, ‘Yesterday’


    Bob Marley, ‘Babylon System’


    Paul McCartney, ‘Jet’


    Morrissey (The Smiths), ‘Half a Person’


    Joni Mitchell, ‘Big Yellow Taxi’


    Cole Porter, ‘Anything Goes’


    Rakim, ‘After You Die’


    Lou Reed, ‘Walk on The Wild Side’


    Robbie Robertson, ‘Fallen Angel’


    Mike Rutherford (Mike + the Mechanics), ‘Living Years’


    Paul Simon, ‘50 Ways to Leave Your Lover’


    Tupac Shakur, ‘A Day in the Life’


    Patti Smith, ‘Free Money’


    Bruce Springsteen, ‘Tunnel of Love’


    Cat Stevens, ‘Miles From Nowhere’


    Tom Waits, ‘House Where Nobody Lives’


    Alex Turner (Arctic Monkeys), ‘Mardy Bum’


    Richard Thompson, ‘Persuasion’


    Roger Waters, ‘The Tide is Turning’


    Thom Yorke, ‘All for the Best’
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    A


    ...ab


    (e.g. grab)


    1 Syllable


    blab, cab, crab, drab, fab, flab, gab, grab, jab, lab,nab, scab, slab, stab, tab


    2 Syllables


    prefab, don’t blab


    3 Syllables


    chemistry lab, lookin’ fab, taxi cab


    4 Syllables


    gift of the gab
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    ...abe


    (e.g. babe)


    1 Syllable


    babe


    2 Syllables


    my babe


    3 Syllables


    you’re my babe


    4 Syllables


    I got you babe
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    ...ace


    (e.g. face)


    1 Syllable


    ace, base, bass, brace, case, chase, face, grace, lace, mace, pace, place, race, space, trace, vase


    2 Syllables


    air base, apace, arms race, blank space, car race, debase, deep space, deface, disc space, disgrace, disk space, displace, efface, embrace, erase, first base, gun case, horse race, in case, misplace, neck brace, rat race, replace, retrace, sack race, shoe lace, take place, touch base


    3 Syllables


    army base, breathing space, display case, enclosed space, hiding place, holy place, human race, interlace, just in case, living space, master race, meeting place, navy base, nesting place, outer space, out of place, packing case, paper chase, parking space, pencil case, relay race, state of grace, stay in place, storage space, trophy case, upper case


    4 Syllables


    attaché case, cigarette case, custody case, fall into place, gathering pace, in any case, in the first place, memory trace, obstacle race, overnight case, visual space


    5 Syllables


    interstellar space


    6 Syllables


    imaginary place
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    ...aced


    (e.g. raced)


    see ...aste (e.g. waste)
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    ...ack


    (e.g. back)


    1 Syllable


    back, black, crack, flack, hack, jack, knack, lack, mac, pack, plaque, quack, rack, sac, sack, shack, slack, smack, snack, stack, tack, track, wack, whack, wrack, yack, yak


    2 Syllables


    attack, coal black, dirt track, half track, ice pack, jet black, knick-knack, phone jack, pitch black, sad sack, tie rack, unpack, wolf pack


    3 Syllables


    air attack, heart attack, hit the sack, inside track, jumping jack, luggage rack, power pack, railroad track, union jack


    4 Syllables


    ivory black, panic attack, plan of attack, surprise attack, telephone jack, under attack


    5 Syllables


    off the beaten track, political hack
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    ...act


    (e.g. act)


    1 Syllable


    act, backed, blacked, cracked, fact, hacked, jacked, lacked, packed, pact, racked, sacked, slacked, smacked, snacked, stacked, tacked, tact, tracked, tract, whacked, wracked


    2 Syllables


    abstract, attacked, attract, compact, contract, distract, enact, exact, extract, impact, intact, in fact, react, retract, subtract, unpacked


    3 Syllables


    interact


    4 Syllables


    counterattacked, in point of fact, matter of fact, overreact, suicide pact


    6 Syllables


    as a matter of fact


    8 Syllables


    accessory after the fact
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    ...ad


    (e.g. glad)


    1 Syllable


    ad, add, bad, cad, clad, dad, fad, glad, had, lad, mad, pad, plaid, sad


    2 Syllables


    forbad, launch pad, like mad, not bad, too bad


    3 Syllables


    raving mad, shoulder pad, writing pad


    4 Syllables


    newspaper ad
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    ...ade


    (e.g. trade)


    1 Syllable


    ade, aid, aide, bade, bayed, blade, braid, fade, flayed, frayed, glade, grade, jade, laid, made, maid, paid, played, prayed, preyed, raid, shade, spade, sprayed, staid, stayed, strayed, suede, swayed, they’d, trade, wade, weighed


    2 Syllables


    afraid, air raid, allayed, arcade, arrayed, band aid, betrayed, blockade, brigade, brocade, cascade, charade, clichéd, conveyed, crusade, decade, decayed, degrade, delayed, dismayed, displayed, dissuade, downgrade, evade, fan blade, first aid, first grade, forbade, get laid, grenade, handmade, homemade, invade, knife blade, lamp shade, manmade, mislaid, obeyed, outweighed, parade, persuade, portrayed, prepaid, remade, repaid, replayed, surveyed, tirade, unmade, unpaid, unswayed, upgrade


    3 Syllables


    disobeyed, hand grenade, hearing aid, lemonade, masquerade, overpaid, overplayed, overstayed, rotor blade, serenade, shoulder blade, smoke grenade, unafraid, underpaid, underplayed, window shade, wiper blade


    4 Syllables


    financial aid, fire brigade, penny arcade


    6 Syllables


    military blockade


    7 Syllables


    audiovisual aid
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    ...aff


    (e.g. calf)


    1 Syllable


    barf, calf, graph, half, laugh, scarf, staff


    2 Syllables


    behalf, giraffe


    3 Syllables


    chief of staff, golden calf, office staff


    4 Syllables


    general staff
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    …aff


    (e.g. gaffe)


    1 Syllable


    gaff, gaffe, graph, staff


    2 Syllables


    carafe, giraffe


    3 Syllables


    chief of staff, office staff


    4 Syllables


    general staff
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    ...ag


    (e.g. rag)


    1 Syllable


    bag, blagg, brag, drag, fag, flag, gag, hag, lag, mag, nag, rag, sag, shag, slag, snag, stag, tag, wag


    2 Syllables


    jet lag, kit bag, old bag, price tag, time lag


    3 Syllables


    paper bag, pirate flag, sleeping bag, union flag


    4 Syllables


    national flag, overnight bag
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    ...age


    (e.g. rage)


    1 Syllable


    age, cage, gage, gauge, page, rage, sage, stage, wage


    2 Syllables


    assuage, engage, enrage, offstage, of age, old age, onstage, rib cage, space age, stone age, upstage


    3 Syllables


    come of age, disengage, fuel gauge, golden age, take the stage, underage


    4 Syllables


    minimum wage
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    ...ain


    (e.g. pain)


    1 Syllable


    bane, brain, cane, chain, crane, drain, feign, gain, grain, lain, lane, main, mane, pain, pane, plain, plane, rain, reign, rein, sane, slain, Spain, sprain, stain, strain, train, vain, vane, vein, wane


    2 Syllables


    abstain, again, arcane, attain, campaign, champagne, cocaine, complain, constrain, contain, detain, disdain, domain, explain, fast lane, food chain, free rein, freight train, gas main, humane, inane, insane, in vain, jet plane, left brain, maintain, mundane, obtain, oil stain, profane, pull chain, refrain, regain, remain, restrain, retain, retrain, right brain, slow lane, sustain, terrain, urbane


    3 Syllables


    acid rain, ad campaign, ascertain, ball and chain, daisy chain, entertain, express train, gravy train, inhumane, in the main, mental strain, nervous strain, overtrain, subway train, sugar cane, take in vain, wagon train, weather vane


    4 Syllables


    capital gain, commuter train, financial gain, jugular vein, public domain


    5 Syllables


    whispering campaign


    6 Syllables


    advertising campaign, military campaign, political campaign
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    ...air


    (e.g. hair)


    1 Syllable


    air, bare, bear, blare, care, chair, dare, fair, fare, flair, flare, glare, hair, lair, mare, pair, pear, prayer, rare, scare, share, snare, spare, square, stair, stare, swear, tear, their, there, ware, wear, where


    2 Syllables


    affair, au pair, aware, beware, bus fare, cab fare, compare, cross hair, deckchair, declare, despair, ensnare, great bear, hot air, ice bear, impair, lord’s prayer, mid-air, prepare, repair, take care, Times Square, unfair


    3 Syllables


    billionaire, evening prayer, grizzly bear, laissez faire, love affair, millionaire, morning prayer, open air, polar bear, premiere, questionnaire, subway fare, taxi fare, teddy bear, unaware, wear and tear


    4 Syllables


    out of thin air, up in the air, walking on air, world premiere
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    ...aint


    (e.g. faint)


    1 Syllable


    ain’t, faint, feignt, feint, paint, quaint, saint, taint


    2 Syllables


    acquaint, complaint, constraint, oil paint, repaint, restraint, war paint
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    ...ake


    (e.g. shake)


    1 Syllable


    ache, bake, brake, break, cake, fake, flake, lake, make, quake, rake, sake, shake, slake, snake, stake, steak, take, wake


    2 Syllables


    awake, foot brake, forsake, hand brake, head ache, hot cake, mistake, opaque, partake, to make


    3 Syllables


    angel cake, chocolate cake, minute steak, piece of cake, stomach ache, wedding cake


    4 Syllables


    angel food cake, devil’s food cake, hydraulic brake


    5 Syllables


    artificial lake, emergency brake
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    ...ale


    (e.g. pale)


    1 Syllable


    ail, ale, bail, bale, braille, dale, fail, flail, frail, gale, grail, hail, jail, mail, male, nail, pail, pale, rail, sail, sale, scale, shale, snail, stale, tail, tale, they’ll, trail, vale, veil, wail, whale


    2 Syllables


    air mail, assail, avail, blue whale, chain mail, curtail, derail, detail, email, entail, exhale, forced sale, for sale, hay bale, inhale, prevail, sperm whale, surveil, tall tale, turn tail, unveil, white whale, wind scale


    3 Syllables


    bill of sale, cattle trail, clearance sale, coat of mail, fire sale, ginger ale, holy grail, humpback whale, jumble sale, mountain trail, old wives’ tale, picture rail, richter scale, rummage sale, safety rail, sliding scale


    4 Syllables


    heroic tale, indian trail


    5 Syllables


    electronic mail


    6 Syllables


    economies of scale
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    ...alk


    (e.g. walk)


    1 Syllable


    balk, chalk, clock, cork, dork, fork, gawk, hawk, pork, squawk, stalk, stork, talk, walk


    2 Syllables


    ad-hoc, crosstalk, shop talk, small talk, sweet talk


    3 Syllables


    baby talk, double talk, empty talk, flower stalk, idle talk
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    ...all


    (e.g. wall)


    1 Syllable


    all, ball, bawl, brawl, call, crawl, drawl, fall, gall, Gaul, hall, haul, mall, maul, pall, scrawl, shawl, small, spall, sprawl, squall, stall, tall, thrall, wall


    2 Syllables


    appall, at all, befall, close call, crank call, curved ball, dance hall, install, in all, long haul, masked ball, no ball, phone call, prayer shawl, pub crawl, recall, trunk call


    3 Syllables


    above all, all in all, collect call, concert hall, cricket ball, curtain call, first of all, music hall, on the ball, shopping mall, tennis ball, urban sprawl


    4 Syllables


    once and for all, telephone call
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    ...alt


    (e.g. halt)


    1 Syllable


    fault, halt, malt, salt, vault


    2 Syllables


    assault, at fault, default, exalt, find fault, old salt


    3 Syllables


    to a fault


    4 Syllables


    burial vault


    5 Syllables


    San Andreas fault, sexual assault


    [image: cd image]


    ...alve


    (e.g. halve)


    see ...arve (e.g. carve)
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    ...alve


    (e.g. salve)


    1 Syllable


    salve, valve


    2 Syllables


    lipsalve, bivalve
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    ...am


    (e.g. slam)


    1 Syllable


    am, bam, clam, cram, dam, damn, femme, gram, ham, jam, lamb, ma’am, ‘nam, ram, R.A.M., scam, sham, slam, spam, swam, wham


    2 Syllables


    exam, grand slam, madame


    3 Syllables


    give a damn, rack of lamb, traffic jam, uncle sam


    4 Syllables


    battering ram, final exam, oral exam, strawberry jam
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    ...ame


    (e.g. name)


    1 Syllable


    aim, blame, came, claim, dame, fame, flame, frame, game, lame, maim, name, same, shame, tame


    2 Syllables


    acclaim, aflame, ashame, ballgame, ball game, became, big game, card game, chess game, declaim, defame, disclaim, exclaim, fair game, grande dame, head game, home game, ill fame, inflame, lay claim, night game, pay claim, proclaim, reclaim, rename, road game, shell game, take aim, the same, war game, word game


    3 Syllables


    all the same, away game, bloody shame, candle flame, guessing game, hall of fame, laying claim, numbers game, open frame, outdoor game, overcame, parlo(u)r game, party game, passing game, perfect game, picture frame, poker game, sense of shame, set aflame, table game, waiting game, window frame, without aim


    4 Syllables


    computer game, insurance claim, one and the same, video game
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    ...amp


    (e.g. lamp)


    1 Syllable


    amp, camp, champ, clamp, cramp, damp, lamp, stamp, tramp, vamp


    2 Syllables


    break camp, date stamp, food stamp, revamp,


    3 Syllables


    prison camp, rubber stamp, summer camp, writer’s cramp
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    ...an


    (e.g. ran)


    1 Syllable


    an, ban, Cannes, clan, fan, flan, gran, man, nan, pan, plan, ran, scan, span, tan, than, van


    2 Syllables


    beer can, began, best man, blind man, cave man, con man, front man, game plan, ground plan, hit man, old man, poor man, rich man, sedan, sports fan, spray can, straw man, stunt man, tin can, trash can, wild man, wise man, young man, you can


    3 Syllables


    common man, fancy man, frying pan, garbage can, garbage man, hatchet man, holy man, ladies’ man, married man, master plan, minivan, modern man, muffin man, overran, police van, preacher man, secret plan, soda can, wealthy man, working man


    4 Syllables


    attention span, company man, electric fan, family man, gingerbread man, maintenance man, medicine man, miracle man, unmarried man


    5 Syllables


    delivery van, military man, neanderthal man
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    ...ance


    (e.g. dance)


    1 Syllable


    chance, dance, france, glance, stance, trance


    2 Syllables


    advance, askance, by chance, enhance, expanse, finance, romance


    3 Syllables


    at first glance, cash advance, even chance, game of chance, happy chance, high finance, in advance, take a chance


    4 Syllables


    hypnotic trance, religious trance
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    ...and


    (e.g. hand)


    1 Syllable


    and, band, banned, bland, brand, canned, fanned, gland, grand, hand, land, manned, panned, planned, sand, scanned, spanned, stand, strand, tanned


    2 Syllables


    arm band, big band, brake band, brass band, command, crash land, dance band, dead hand, demand, disband, dry land, expand, firsthand, jazz band, offhand, on land, outmanned, remand, righthand, rock band, steel band, unmanned, unplanned, whip hand, withstand


    3 Syllables


    common land, cash in hand, close at hand, helping hand, high command, hired hand, holy land, minute hand, native land, no man’s land, out of hand, promised land, rubber band, second hand, sleight of hand, take the stand, understand, upper hand, wedding band, witness stand


    4 Syllables


    misunderstand, take a firm stand


    5 Syllables


    cultivated land, military band, on the other hand
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    ...ane


    (e.g. wane)


    see ...ain (e.g. pain)


    ...ang


    (e.g. rang)


    1 Syllable


    bang, clang, fang, gang, hang, rang, sang, slang, spang, sprang


    2 Syllables


    chain gang, harangue, press gang


    3 Syllables


    Sturm und Drang
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    ...ank


    (e.g. blank)


    1 Syllable


    bank, blank, clank, crank, dank, drank, flank, frank, plank, prank, rank, sank, shank, shrank, spank, stank, swank, tank, thank, yank


    2 Syllables


    blood bank


    3 Syllables


    antitank, central bank


    5 Syllables


    military rank
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    ...ap


    (e.g. cap)


    1 Syllable


    app, cap, chap, clap, crap, flap, gap, lap, map, nap, rap, sap, scrap, slap, snap, strap, tap, trap, wrap, yap, zap


    2 Syllables


    chin strap, cold snap, entrap, gift wrap, recap, sand trap, speed trap, unwrap


    3 Syllables


    booby trap, bubble wrap, water gap, water tap, weather map
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    ...ape


    (e.g. shape)


    1 Syllable


    ape, cape, drape, gape, grape, rape, scape, scrape, shape, tape


    2 Syllables


    escape, great ape, red tape, reshape


    3 Syllables


    ticker tape


    4 Syllables


    fire escape, magnetic tape, narrow escape, videotape
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    ...apt


    (e.g. capped)


    1 Syllable


    apt, capped, clapped, flapped, lapped, mapped, napped, rapped, rapt, sapped, scrapped, slapped, snapped, strapped, tapped, trapped, wrapped, zapped


    2 Syllables


    adapt, entrapped, inept, recapped, untapped, unwrapped
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    ...ar


    (e.g. far)


    1 Syllable


    are, bar, car, far, jar, mar, par, sar, scar, star


    2 Syllables


    afar, ajar, bazaar, bell jar, bizarre, cigar, coal tar, dog star, film star, freight car, guitar, North Star, rock star, snack bar, space bar, sports car, squad car, you are


    3 Syllables


    cable car, candy bar, chocolate bar, cookie jar, morning star, movie star, polar star, police car, racing car, railroad car, railway car, shooting star, steel guitar, superstar, tv star


    4 Syllables


    passenger car
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    ...arce


    (e.g. farce)


    1 Syllable


    arse, brass, class, crass, farce, glass, grass, parse, pass, sparse


    2 Syllables


    beer glass, cut glass, first class, forecast, stained glass, surpass, world class


    3 Syllables


    hourglass, looking glass, lower class, middle class, outclass, ruling class, second class, social class, trespass, upper class, working class


    4 Syllables


    pain in the arse
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    ...ard


    (e.g. card)


    1 Syllable


    bard, card, charred, guard, hard, lard, marred, scarred, shard, sparred, starred, tarred, yard


    2 Syllables


    bombard, die hard, discard, en garde, off guard, old guard, on guard, regard, retard, stand guard, strike hard


    3 Syllables


    avant-garde, bodyguard, disregard, off your guard, on your guard, prison guard, railway yard, scotland yard
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    ...are


    (e.g. care)


    see ...air (e.g. hair)
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    ...ark


    (e.g. spark)


    1 Syllable


    arc, ark, bark, clerk, dark, lark, mark, park, shark, spark, stark


    2 Syllables


    bank clerk, bench mark, burn mark, car park, desk clerk, embark, remark, stretch mark, white shark


    3 Syllables


    central park, disembark, question mark, trailer park


    4 Syllables


    amusement park, wide of the mark
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    …arm


    (e.g. warm)


    see ...orm (e.g. form)
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    ...arm


    (e.g. harm)


    1 Syllable


    arm, balm, bomb, charm, farm, harm, ma’am, mom, palm


    2 Syllables


    alarm, disarm, forearm, rearm, unarm


    3 Syllables


    funny farm, good luck charm, smoke alarm, underarm


    4 Syllables


    burglar alarm, fire alarm
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    ...arp


    (e.g. sharp)


    1 Syllable


    carp, harp, sharp, tarp


    2 Syllables


    mouth harp


    [image: cd image]


    ...ars


    (e.g. stars)


    see also page 60 …arce (e.g. farce) for similar rhymes


    1 Syllable


    bars, cars, mars, scars, stars, vase


    2 Syllables


    bazaars, cigars, guitars, ours


    3 Syllables


    behind bars, minicars, stars and bars, superstars


    4 Syllidables


    parallel bars
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    ...art


    (e.g. heart)


    1 Syllable


    art, cart, chart, dart, fart, hart, heart, mart, part, smart, start, tart


    2 Syllables


    apart, bit part, depart, fresh start, head start, impart, kick start, restart, spare part, star chart, take heart, take part, weak part


    3 Syllables


    à la carte, abstract art, bleeding heart, body part, break apart, fall apart, set apart, take apart, take to heart, tear apart, tease apart, tell apart


    4 Syllables


    for the most part, state of the art, taken apart
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    ...arve


    (e.g. carve)


    1 Syllable


    carve, halve, starve
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    ...ash


    (e.g. ash)


    1 Syllable


    ash, bash, brash, cache, cash, clash, crash, dash, flash, gash, gnash, hash, lash, mash, rash, sash, slash, smash, splash, stash, tash, thrash, trash


    2 Syllables


    heat rash, hot flush, panache, rehash, white trash


    3 Syllables


    diaper rash, in a flash, nettle rash, petty cash, window sash


    4 Syllables


    memory cache
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    ...ash


    (e.g. wash)


    1 Syllable


    gosh, josh, posh, quash, slosh, squash, wash


    2 Syllables


    awash, backwash, brainwash, carwash, dry wash, kibosh, whitewash
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    ...ask


    (e.g. task)


    1 Syllable


    bask, cask, flask, mask, task, trask


    2 Syllables


    death mask, unmask


    4 Syllables


    oxygen mask
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    ...ass


    (e.g. parse)


    see ...arce (e.g. farce)
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    ...ass


    (e.g. crass)


    1 Syllable


    ass, bass, brass, class, crass, gas, glass, grass, lass, mass, pass, sass


    2 Syllables


    alas, amass, beer glass, crevasse, cut glass, en masse, first class, forecasts, harass, hourglass, impasse, jackass, outclass, stained glass, surpass, world class


    3 Syllables


    looking glass, lower class, middle class, ruling class, second class, social class, trespass, upper class, working class


    4 Syllables


    critical mass, pain in the ass
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    ...ast


    (e.g. past)


    1 Syllable


    blast, cast, caste, classed, fast, glassed, grassed, last, massed, mast, passed, past, vast


    2 Syllables


    aghast, amassed, at last, bomb blast, contrast, forecast, harassed, hold fast, miscast, outlast, recast, sand cast, stand fast, surpassed, the last


    3 Syllables


    at long last, first and last, plaster cast, unsurpassed, very fast
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    ...aste


    (e.g. waste)


    1 Syllable


    aced, based, braced, chased, chaste, faced, graced, haste, laced, paced, paste, placed, raced, spaced, taste, traced, waist, waste


    2 Syllables


    change taste, debased, defaced, disgraced, displaced, distaste, embraced, encased, erased, foretaste, in haste, misplaced, replaced


    3 Syllables


    interlaced, in good taste, in poor taste, sense of taste
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    ...at


    (e.g. hat)


    1 Syllable


    at, bat, brat, cat, chat, fat, flat, gnat, hat, mat, matt, pat, pratt, rat, sat, slat, spat, splat, stat, tat, that, vat


    2 Syllables


    and that, bath mat, begat, chip at, combat, does that, down pat, eat at, fall flat, fruit bat, get at, gnaw at, house cat, in that, is that, laugh at, look at, manx cat, mud flat, nonfat, of that, on that, pack rat, peck at, pick at, place mat, play at, pluck at, poke at, prayer mat, shine at, shop at, snap at, stay at, such that, to that, wink at, with that, work at


    3 Syllables


    
      	alley cat, arrive at, a look at, baseball bat, become flat, bridle at, bristle at, connive at, cricket bat, desert rat, excel at, jungle cat, looking at, rat-a-tat, sewer rat, tabby cat, tit for tat, vampire bat, water rat, welcome mat
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    ...atch


    (e.g. catch)


    1 Syllable


    batch, catch, hatch, latch, match, patch, scratch, snatch, thatch


    2 Syllables


    attach, detach, dispatch, love match, mismatch, rematch


    3 Syllables


    boxing match, escape hatch, reattach, safety match, sparring match, unattach, wrestling match


    4 Syllables


    vegetable patch
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    ...ate


    (e.g. late)


    1 Syllable


    ate, bait, bate, crate, date, eight, fate, fete, freight, gait, gate, grate, great, hate, late, mate, pate, plate, rate, sate, skate, slate, spate, state, straight, strait, trait, wait, weight


    2 Syllables


    berate, birth rate, blind date, clean slate, create, crime rate, debate, deflate, dictate, dilate, elate, equate, gold plate, growth rate, heart rate, hot plate, ice skate, inflate, irate, lightweight, lose weight, ornate, relate, restate, sedate, soul mate, steel plate, tail gate, to date, translate, update, upstate


    3 Syllables


    armo(u)r plate, body weight, desecrate, estimate, figure skate, Golden Gate, interstate, license plate, lie in wait, overweight, solid-state, tolerate


    4 Syllables


    at any rate, figure of eight, interrelate, lying in wait, pieces of eight, recriminate


    5 Syllables


    unemployment rate
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    ...ath


    (e.g. bath)


    1 Syllable


    bath, hearth, path


    2 Syllables


    birdbath, bloodbath, footpath, towpath, warpath
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    ...athe


    (e.g. bathe)


    1 Syllable


    bathe, lathe, swathe
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    ...augh


    (e.g. laugh)


    see ...aff (e.g. calf)
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    ...ave


    (e.g. wave)


    1 Syllable


    brave, cave, crave, gave, grave, knave, nave, pave, rave, save, shave, slave, stave, they’ve, waive, wave


    2 Syllables


    air wave, behave, brain wave, close shave, crime wave, deprave, enslave, forgave, heat wave, new wave, shortwave, short wave, sound wave


    3 Syllables


    misbehave, tidal wave


    4 Syllables


    radio wave
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    ...ave


    (e.g. have)


    1 Syllable


    chav, have


    3 Syllables


    gotta have, have to have
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    ...aw


    (e.g. saw)


    see also page 271 …ure (e.g. pure)


    1 Syllable


    awe, boar, boor, bore, chore, claw, core, corps, craw, door, draw, drawer, flaw, floor, for, fore, four, gnaw, gore, jaw, law, lore, moor, more