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  PREFACE


  THE following pages are occupied with the careers and fortunes of the Royal Stewarts of the elder line. Their forefathers, of Breton origin, were about
  200 years in Scotland before Robert the Steward in 1371 succeeded to the throne; the joint reigns of the Stewart sovereigns in Scotland, until the accession of James VI. to the English throne,
  comprised about 232 years; his reign as British sovereign, combined with that of Charles I., extended to about 46 years; there was about 11 years of a Cromwellian or Puritan interregnum; Charles
  II., not counting the short Scottish episode, reigned for nearly 25 years; within less than 4 years after his death, his successor, James II., fled the country; and the legitimate heirs of James
  II. remained in exile until the death of the last member of the dynasty, about 119 years after the flight from England.


  The dynasty had relations with Scotland for a period about four times longer than that of its English rule. Almost inevitably, therefore, it left, directly or indirectly and for good or evil,
  deeper traces of its influence on Scottish than on English annals; but yet the Stewart period in English history is, as regards its bearing on England's ecclesiastical and constitutional fortunes,
  hardly more than rivalled by the Tudor one,intimately associated though the latter came to be with the unique era of the Reformation,while the astounding character of several of its
  occurrences confer on it a certain preeminence of historical interest. Then, ineffective as were the efforts of the exiles to regain the throne of their ancestors, the romantic attachment of their
  followers to their cause created a series of stratagems and conspiracies which now and again gave birth to more or less critical and exciting situations.


  In history proper, the lives even of sovereigns can be recorded only in a somewhat broken, interrupted, and fractional form. Even in their case, therefore, biography becomes a kind of necessary
  complement to history. While, however, the primary purpose of the present volume is biographical, an attempt has been made to trace the influence of the idiosyncrasies of the several sovereigns on
  contemporary and subsequent events. As the record of the fortunes of a royal house, the volume has also a unity of theme linking together its several parts, and the unity is accentuated by the
  striking unity of purpose which characterised the Stewarts. It was derived from a strong conviction of their sovereign rights; and since this conviction had to contend with very peculiar
  difficulties, the annals of few or no dynasties have been associated with such a singular succession of stirring incidents and tragic vicissitudes.
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