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  PREFACE


  THE object of this book, which was undertaken more than four years ago, is to give, from the literary point of view only, and from direct reading of the
  literature itself, as full, as well supplied, and as conveniently arranged a storehouse of facts as the writer could provide. The substitution of bird's-eye views and sweeping generalisations for
  positive knowledge has been very sedulously avoided; but it is hoped that the system of Interchapters will provide a sufficient chain of historical summary as to general points, such as, for
  instance, the nature and progress of English prosody and the periods of prose style. No part of the book has been delivered as lectures; and the sections of it concerning the Elizabethan period and
  the Nineteenth Century are not replicas of previous work on those subjects.


  None but a charlatan will pretend that he has himself written, and none but a very unreasonable person will expect any one else to write, a history of the kind free from blunders. The sincerest
  thanks are owed to Mr. W. P. Ker, Fellow of All Souls and Quain Professor of English Literature in University College, London, and to Mr. G. Gregory Smith, Lecturer in English in the University of
  Edinburgh, for their great kindness in reading the proofs of the book, and for their most valuable suggestions. But the author is wholly responsible, not merely for all the errors of
  fact1 that may have escaped their scrutiny, but for all the critical opinions put forward in the volume. Nor has his object been to make these opinions
  prominent, but rather to supply something approaching that solid platform, or at least framework, of critical learning without which all critical opinion is worthless, and upon which such opinion
  can be more easily built or hung afterwards. Reading of the books themselves is the only justification precedent in such a case on the part of the writer; and his only object should be to provoke
  and facilitate reading of the books themselves on the part of his readers.


  
    
      
        EDINBURGH, 29th July 1898.
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