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Introduction

Of all mythological creatures, dragons are arguably some of the most massively cool and popular ever. Of course, there are classic European and Chinese interpretations of dragons, but in the end, as subjects for fantasy art, dragons are open to any interpretation. Whether thought of as wise creatures or evil monsters, they typically have great powers of destruction, wreaking havoc associated with such acts as breathing fire and causing floods, which makes them all the more endearing when depicted as gentle. If you can befriend one, the world will open up to you, you can fly, you can pursue your quest with the assurance that your beastly friend will have your back.

The classic dragons in this book can be described as strong, proud and dignified. Some are depicted with companions, appearing as generous, honest, sensitive and loyal friends who inspire confidence and trust. There are humorous, bumbling and eccentric dragons. Many incorporate the traits of other animals, humans and, yes, even food.

Some of these pieces are finished paintings, while others are quick little doodles or rough sketches that serve as a place to work out ideas, deal with life or just have fun, wonderfully capturing the spirit and life behind their creation. Their styles are so varied, many unexpected. Enjoy exploring the many ways that artists love to create dragons.

Thank you to all of the wonderful artists presented here who so generously participated, as well as editor Sarah Laichas, designer Guy Kelly and the production staff at F+W Media. You are all such pleasures to work with.
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Pamela Wissman

Editorial Director

IMPACT Books

Dragons and Wolves
Ginger Cooley | cooley
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Aaron Pocock |aaronpocock

What qualities do dragons exemplify that inspire you?

Dragons are typically proud, fierce, protective, brave and strong, solid in thought and deed. The reason they are so popular is that we humans see these qualities and would like to embody more of them.

What creative license do dragons provide that other subjects don’t?

The design opportunities for creating a dragon are virtually endless. You begin with a basic, acceptable framework, but can take it almost anywhere from there.

Is there a story behind your pieces?

Not really. These drawings are a free work. I do find, however, that I paint and draw certain things that reflect what’s going on in my life at any given time. These past few years have necessitated that I integrate certain parts of myself that I’d prefer remained hidden. Maybe my drawings reflect that somewhat.

Does your dragon incorporate qualities of other animals?

I believe this fellow has rather devious tendencies, such as the traditional storybook version of a fox.

What personality traits does your dragon possess?

Guile, speed, intelligence, cunning and determination. He looks pretty resourceful to me.

What materials did you use to make this piece of art?

Graphite for the original drawing and Adobe® Photoshop® for the finished inks.

How long did it take you to make this piece?

From rough, conceptual sketch to finished art, around 4½ to 5 hours.

What can dragons teach us about life and art?

Dragons have been teaching us for thousands of years that we all have an abundance of personal power. Societal living has a way of making those things hard to see and to grasp. Dragons embody all those things we long to attain.


profile of a

Dragon Artist
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deviantART name: aaronpocock

Location: Brisbane, Australia

Hometown: Reading, England

Date joined: May 27, 2008

Websites: 
pocockart.com
aaronpocock.wordpress.com

Hobbies: art, illustration, books, reading, travel, astrology, music, movies

Favorite dragon: Smaug

Favorite quote: What goes around, comes around.
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Dragon Silhouette

Aaron Pocock | aaronpocock
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Dragon Head

Aaron Pocock | aaronpocock





Julia Chubarova |AlviaAlcedo

What qualities do dragons exemplify that inspire you?

Freedom, power and nobility.

What creative license do dragons provide that other subjects don’t?

Dragons are an unusual art object—you can draw them as you want, but also according to descriptions shown in worldwide mythology.

Do your dragons incorporate qualities of other animals?

Reptiles, big cats, wolves and birds.

What personality traits do your dragons possess?

Contemplative and peaceful.

What materials did you use to make these pieces of art?

For Tropical Crystal Dragon and Sakura Dragon: craft paper, colored pencils, and black and white pens. For From Waves: blue pastel paper, colored pencils, and black and white pens.

How long did it take you to make this piece?

Tropical Crystal Dragon: 4 days (about 14 hours)

Sakura Dragon: 2 days (about 8 hours)

From Waves: 1 day (about 4 hours)

How does your art shape how you see the world?

My dragons grow up with me. My art is my answer to the world.

What can dragons teach us about life and art?

They help us to feel the harmony of life.


profile of a

Dragon Artist
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deviantART name: AlviaAlcedo

Location: St. Petersburg, Russia

Hometown: Kaliningrad, Russia

Date joined: April 30, 2009

Hobbies: fantasy sculpture

Favorite dragon: Amber dragon

Favorite quote: The only way of finding the limits of the possible is by going beyond them into the impossible. —Arthur C. Clarke
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Tropical Crystal Dragon

Julia Chubarova | AlviaAlcedo

[image: ]

Sakura Dragon

Julia Chubarova | AlviaAlcedo
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From Waves
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Nicolás Alejandro Peña | Amisgaudi

What qualities do dragons exemplify that inspire you?

Dragons are fascinating from every point of view, surrounded by incredible tales and legendary battles, a charming magic. It’s unavoidable to feel inspired by such a beast. It’s amazing how this creature has become a representative icon in so many cultures around the world throughout human history.

What creative license do dragons provide that other subjects don’t?

I love to draw a lot of things, but I’ve always identified more with dragons. I can remember when I wanted to draw dragons but didn’t feel skilled enough to draw them as they were in my mind. Once I started drawing them I couldn’t stop.

Is there a story behind your pieces?

Most of my dragons are linked to the same tale—an eternal war between the powerful dragons and the dragon killers atop their giant owls. Together they share a fascinating world full of interesting and mysterious creatures.

Do your dragons incorporate qualities of other animals?

I always search in nature before painting a dragon. Several animals have an incredible likeness to dragons that inspire my art.

What personality traits do your dragons possess?

The personalities of my dragons depend on their type. The blue dragon is powerful and magnificent, full of vitality and strength. The green dragon is a daredevil—strong and honest, yet impatient and intolerant. Some have the ability to predict the future, while some are curious, perfectionist and charming. My dragons can also be imaginative, unpredictable, intelligent and proud.

What materials did you use to make these pieces of art?

I use a Wacom® tablet, Photoshop CS4® and Corel® Painter™ 11.

How does your art shape how you see the world?

It’s my surrounding world that inspires me to do my art. My point of view of the world defines me as an artist.

What can dragons teach us about life and art?

They teach us to be persistent, perfectionist, patient and 
caring. They teach us to see things as more colorful and 
fantastic, to enjoy more the simple things in life like taking in beautiful sunsets.


profile of a

Dragon Artist
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deviantART name: Amisgaudi

Location: Mexicali, Mexico

Hometown: Mar del Plata, 
Argentina

Date joined: July 24, 2009

Websites: 
amisgaudi.blogspot.com
amisgaudi.daportfolio.com
amisgaudi.cghub.com

Hobbies: drawing, athletics

Favorite dragon: Earth dragon

Favorite quote: Empty pockets are the ideal arks to pick up new treasures.
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Blue Dragon

Nicolás Alejandro Peña | Amisgaudi
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Golden Dragon
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Emmy Cicierega | B1nd1

What qualities do dragons exemplify that inspire you?

They are icons of adventure and mythology. I like that every culture has a different way of drawing dragons, and no matter how much time passes, society reinvents them over and over because we enjoy their mythology so much.

What creative license do dragons provide that other subjects don’t?

Because their origins are in fiction, there’s a lot of leeway for an artist to be creative with a dragon subject. It’s terribly fun to stray from traditional designs and add an extra set of wings or two heads or vibrant colors. No one can tell you it’s incorrect!

Is there a story behind your piece?

All my pieces have some small backstory to them. In this one, the dragon is desperately scenting out the person they were ordered to hunt. The person thought they were safe on an empty subway car, but apparently not as their aggressor has just smashed through the window.

Does your dragon incorporate qualities of one or more other animals?

I’d say there’s definitely some poisonous frog in there somewhere! And raptor claws.

What personality traits does your dragon possess?

Diligent hunter. Does as he’s told.

What materials did you use to make this piece of art?

Photoshop CS3 and a Wacom Intuos2 tablet.

How long did it take you to make this piece?

Quite some time! Longer than my average pieces because of my inexperience with backgrounds. Took me somewhere around 3 days of on-and-off work.

How does your art shape how you see the world?

I tend to look at the world in terms of scenes. What would make a good picture? How can mundane surroundings become exciting? What would I add or take away to make a story?

What can dragons teach us about life and art?

I think dragons teach us that myth and legend are a necessity. Everyone needs good stories!


profile of a

Dragon Artist
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deviantART name: B1nd1

Location: Massachusetts

Date joined: March 12, 2005

Website: emmyc.com

Hobbies: art, writing, crafts

Favorite dragon: Toothless

Favorite quote: I’d rather fail at something I love than succeed at something I hate. 
—George Burns
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Subway Dragon
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Ashley Hall | Badhead-Gadroon

What qualities do dragons exemplify that inspire you?

Dragons be like scaly mountains, immovable, wise and everlasting.

What creative license do dragons provide that other subjects don’t?

Nae othyr kreature can wear a coat of mirrors, have wyngs that may broaden to hide the sun, nor inspyre such racing delight to the soul than dragonkind.

Is there a story behind your pieces?

The Harlequin Dragon variety of dragon likes to live near 
volcanoes and has a fondness for hot springs and geysers, too. Marine Dragon, an ocean-dwelling species, sometimes arcs above the surface of the watyr in a grand, gliding display. Monarch Dragon is a large species of firebreathing dragon; it thrives in arid and hot climates.

Do your dragons incorporate qualities of other animals?

Most of my dragons have specialised pheatures, Harlequin Dragon has a uniquely patterned hide much like pythons or othyr auld-whurld serpents. Marine Dragon has tiny scales and phishlike fins, and he sports whiskyrs like catphish do. Monarch Dragon bears arcing horns which are reminiscent of cattle horns.

What personality traits do your dragons possess?

Harlequin Dragon is quite proud, sociable and clever. Marine Dragon is wise, shy and enjoys the songs of whales. Monarch Dragon is boisterous, noisy and likes to challenge humans.

What materials did you use to make these pieces of art?

I used pencils, inks, ballpoint pens and my favorite soft eraser.

How long did it take you to make these pieces?

About 9 hours.

How does your art shape how you see the world?

Gosh… I see dragons everywhere! Sometimes in clouds, or in the eyes of reptiles, and my imagination races when I see the dreadfully beautiful curves of snakes.


profile of a

Dragon Artist
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deviantART name: Badhead-Gadroon

Location: Harlow, England

Date joined: January 1, 2008

Websites: aazari.com/Badhead_Gadroon/

Hobbies: making jewelry, drawing, console gaming, learning about dinosaurs

Favorite dragon: Thai Nagas! They’re supyrnature!

Favorite quote: *BELLOW*
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Harlequin Dragon

Ashley Hall | Badhead-Gadroon

[image: ]

Marine Dragon
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Monarch Dragon
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Chuck Wadey |chuckwadey

What qualities do dragons exemplify that inspire you?

Dragons can be terrifying or majestic. Either way it’s the opportunity to depict on overwhelming, larger-than-life force that inspires me to paint and to try to capture that energy.

What creative license do dragons provide that other subjects don’t?

Being creatures of fiction, dragons allow for the ultimate creative license, as in anything goes. It’s just a question of how close you want to stick to the popular notion of what a dragon is. Even then you’ve got a pretty wide palette to work with, incorporating elements from most of the animal kingdom.

Does your dragon incorporate qualities of other animals?

When I was thinking about sketching this painting, there were some cardinals on the birdfeeder outside of my window. I realized that those pointy red heads with the black eye masks would make a great starting point for the dragon and the rest grew out of that.

Is there a story behind your piece?

Since the cardinal bird was the inception for this dragon, it led me to the idea that its rider might also be a cardinal in the clerical sense. So I got excited about the notion of a dragon that worked in the service of the church, because I don’t think it’s something we’ve seen before. The idea gave me a lot of opportunity for ornamentation and the motivation to chain him to the monastery foundation. Usually in western culture dragons are aligned with evil. Here the dragon is only neutral, a force of nature to be tamed. His horns have been trimmed, his breast is shackled and he has beaten his wings up pretty bad in trying to escape.

What personality traits does your dragon possess?

This dragon is really a wild animal in captivity. I don’t think he understands or cares about who these people are. The monks would be dead already if they weren’t providing food. That’s assuming that the dragon hasn’t killed a few by accident. He’s a dangerous mode of transportation, but the clergy endures it because of the powerful impression that it makes.

What materials did you use to make this piece of art?

Cardinal Dragon started as a digital sketch in Photoshop CS2. Once I felt that the drawing was in pretty solid shape, I layered in high-resolution scans of traditional watercolor washes that I had made on physical paper. From there I continued to build up the painting to a finish digitally in Photoshop.

How long did it take you to make this piece?

I only had a few days to finish this piece, so it was fast but focused work.

How does your art shape how you see the world?

I’m fortunate enough that my day job is creating or directing fantasy illustrations like this. For me dragons, orcs and elves are business as usual, and they fit in seamlessly with the rest of my world. Not much more unbelievable than earthquakes and oil spills, but a lot more fun.

What can dragons teach us about life and art?

I think they can teach adaptability, the way they are such an amalgamation of disparate parts. They say absorb all you can from the world around you and use it to your tactical advantage.


profile of a

Dragon Artist
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deviantART name: chuckwadey

Location: Austin, Texas

Date joined: June 15, 2007

Websites: chuckwadey.com

Hobbies: art, aviation

Favorite dragon: Vermithrax Pejorative from Dragonslayer

Favorite quote: You said you wanted to be around when I made a mistake; well, this could be it, sweetheart. —Han Solo
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Cardinal Dragon Sketch

Chuck Wadey | chuckwadey
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Cardinal Dragon

Chuck Wadey | chuckwadey
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