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THE EVERYTHING® — Family Guides — New York City, 3rd Edition

Dear Reader,

Welcome to our city! Be prepared for a unique experience.

You may have heard that New York is a rude, even cold place. But take it from this city kid that nothing could be further from the truth — in the local dialect, “fuggedaboudit.” With all the people around, New Yorkers respect your privacy. But pierce that veil, and a local who has the time will go out of their way to help you. We want you to have a good time, be impressed, and carry away that positive impression.

New York is in a per petual state of change. The wonderful thing about our cit y is that it keeps renewing it self. New York has a way of making what's old new again and what's new a welcome part of New York life.

The sheer desire to experience new sensations and absorb the latest fad in a mad dash to reward busy lives and hard work forces this city to renew itself with increasing speed and agility. That's what makes it the center of the world for me.

There is more than a lifetime of interesting things to do in the Big Apple because New York has eight million of its own to please. No matter what excites you and your family, you will find it here, usually in multiples. Don't be afraid to experiment, to ask, to lose yourselves. And don't be intimidated. New York isn't called “Fun City” for nothing. Really, “Omnotkidden!”
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THE EVERYTHING® Series

The handy, accessible books in this series give you all you need to tackle a difficult project, gain a new hobby, or even brush up on something you learned back in school but have since forgotten. You can read cover to cover or just pick out information from the four useful boxes.
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 TRAVEL TIP


Quick, handy tips
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 RAINY DAY FUN


Plan ahead for fun without sun
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 FAST FACT


Details to make your trip more enjoyable
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 JUST FOR PARENTS


Appealing information for moms and dads



When you're done reading, you can finally say you know EVERYTHING®!
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This book is dedicated to the eight million individuals who give New York its heart and soul and make it the greatest city in the world. I especially dedicate it to those New Yorkers who are closest to me — Mindy, Joanna, Jason, and Alison — my family.
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Top Ten Things to Do in New York City


1. Take the family to Times Square, ride in the Toys 
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 Us Ferris Wheel, take in a Broadway show, and buy T-shirts afterward.


2. Go to the top of the Empire State Building and ride the Skyride.


3. Take the ferry to the Statue of Liberty and visit the Tenement Museum and Katz's Deli on the way back.


4. Spend a day in Central Park. Take pictures at the Alice in Wonderland and Balto statues, ride the carousel, float a wooden boat, ride a hansom cab, and eat lunch at Tavern on the Green.


5. Go to the American Museum of Natural History and the Metropolitan Museum of Art.


6. Have a meal in Chinatown and stroll the streets examining the trinkets.


7. Go shopping at Macy's or Bloomingdale's, in Greenwich Village, or along Fifth or Madison avenues.


8. Catch a professional sports game.


9. In the wintertime, go ice skating at the rink at Rockefeller Center or at least have lunch at the Rock Center Café and watch New Yorkers skate. Get up early on Thanksgiving morning, bundle up, and get a good spot on the Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade route (usually along the Upper West Side).


10. Splurge and take one of the ten-minute helicopter rides over lower Manhattan.








Acknowledgments


I wrote this book on the shoulders of two other New Yorkers. Richard Mintzer laid the foundation with the excellent first edition. Lori Perkins continued with the task of wrestling the tumultuous energy of the Big Apple between two covers. It was now my turn.

As big as it is, New York is a city with a human dimension. I depended on the kindness of strangers as I spoke with literally hundreds of unsung workers in the hospitality industry who man the telephones, computers, and desks of hotels, restaurants, attractions, airports, train stations, and tourist offices. Members of NYC & Company, the Metropolitan Transit Authority, the Mayor's Office, maitre d's, tourist guides, park rangers — every single one reaffirmed my belief that New Yorkers are the greatest people in the world.

Two big thanks to my editors Lisa Laing and Elizabeth Kassab and to my agent June Clark for their patience, understanding, and generosity, helping me during an extended period of illness. I have never met such wonderful people in forty years in the business.

And finally, my son Jason, a third-generation New Yorker with the pulse of the city in his veins. Thanks, Jason, for the nights you roamed the streets with a cell phone in hand reporting on the activity and for the miles of city concrete you covered on your bike helping out the old man.









Introduction


The book you're holding is what you get when you ask a native New Yorker to write about the city he loves. This isn't a dry travel listing of abstract places. This is a love letter to you from a living city. I want you to love my city as much as I do, as much as eight million other folks do. I was born in and raised on the streets of New York (too) many decades ago. I know its buildings and its people intimately. Yet I still am as excited as a first-time visitor every time I go out. It is a city of infinite interest, experience, and surprise.

This should not be news to any urbanite. A city is built as a tool, playground, and refuge for its inhabitants. It is designed by them, and it exists for them. What makes New York a different — some may think alien — place are the same things that make it unequaled as a family tourist destination. It's the variety, the facilities, and the locals.

As a native New Yorker, I'm here to tell you that my fellow Gothamites are a great and warm people — most of them, most of the time. Ask a New Yorker for directions and you'll happily (if sometimes hastily) get them. Ask for a good restaurant or restroom close by, and they'll be proud to show off their knowledge and their city. Ask a New Yorker a question, and chances are you'll get a life story. In writing this book, talking to people took maybe three times as long as it would have because you just can't shut some “landsman” off. On more than one occasion, I've had to call back because I was so engrossed in schmoozing (a local leisure activity) that I forgot to ask the question I called about.

Tourists are sometimes overwhelmed by New York. No wonder. It is superlative in every way. There are between 18,000 and 20,000 restaurants in the city. There are more than 150 museums. It is the theater, art, financial, fashion, and sports capital of the world, and, well, you get the picture. No matter who you are or where your interests lie, you'll find something in the Big Apple to win your heart.

Use Chapters 6 and 7 to help with the must-sees. Then explore all the rest that New York has to offer. As an important art center, it offers breathtaking museums and fabulous architecture. No visitor should miss the Metropolitan Museum of Art, which rivals the Louvre as one of the world's greatest museums. Add the Guggenheim, the Whitney, and the Museum of Modern Art, and you'll be sure to see the greatest in contemporary painting and sculpture. And don't forget the small galleries, where the cutting edge lies, either.

In the premier city for both serious and popular theater and other performing arts, you can always see the best of ballet, opera, and musical performances. But there is also off-off-Broadway and the small dance company workshops too. As a culinary capital, you can partake of the finest cuisine in the world in the most exquisite settings (Tavern on the Green and the 21 Club), but it offers some of the most offbeat and familiar food as well (Chinatown, hot dog street vendors, delis, and family pizzerias). Price icons for restaurant listings clue you in as to how much you can expect to pay:

$15 or less: ($)

$16–$30: ($$)

$31 or more: ($$$)

New York is rich in living American history. You can visit Revolutionary and colonial homes, the preserved mansions of America's robber barons, a turn-of-the-century tenement, and some of the finest examples of corporate architecture. On top of that, New York is a college town with four major universities of its own and many more in the surrounding suburbs. New York is also home to every major professional sport — men's and women's.

Because there is so much to see and do (and so many new museums and attractions opening every year), many people make New York a rotating spot on a variable list of vacation places and see a different side of the city each time they visit.

For families with children, New York is an oasis and a playground. Aside from the most obvious kid-pleasing attractions like the Bronx Zoo and the American Museum of Natural History, there are many other one-of-a-kind experiences. These range from the Museum of Television and Radio to Madame Tussauds wax museum to the Police and Fire Department museums. Kids who love the subway are always mesmerized by the Transit Museum, and don't forget that the Brooklyn Museum has the country's finest collection of Egyptian art (think mummies). No kid can resist a day in Central Park where there's fun to be had riding the carousel, sailing wooden boats, climbing on the Alice in Wonderland statue, and visiting the Central Park Zoo! Likewise, a trip to Times Square is a lifetime memory.

Whether it's your first visit to New York City or your twenty-first, read through this guide, make a list of things that intrigue you and your family, do some planning, and hit the phone or the Internet. Plan ahead and make reservations, but leave some time for serendipitous discovery.





CHAPTER 1



Welcome to New York


TO VISIT NEW YORK is to soak up the ambiance of a modern world-class metropolis. The city's history mirrors the history of the nation; every visitor can relate to it. To savor the full experience, read up on the events that contributed to the city's growth as one of the most financially, architecturally, and culturally significant places in the world. Many of the sights you will visit are part of the city's rich history; others are named for famous explorers, settlers, governors, and statesmen who helped define what the city became.


How It All Began

Cities owe their place and fortune to geographical luck. They spring up around harbors, crossroads, rest stops, and trade routes. New York is no exception. From day one, it was the first place many travelers encountered as they headed west from Europe. The first people to lay eyes on what would become New York were Native Americans. It was the Lenape who greeted Italian explorer Giovanni da Verrazzano, the first European to enter New York's harbor. The Verrazano-Narrows Bridge bears his name. He stayed long enough to name the place New Angoulême, then turned around and sailed back to Europe. The year was 1524.

English explorer Henry Hudson kick-started the city's development when he arrived on a commercial mission for the Dutch East India Company in 1609. Hudson sailed up the mighty river to the west of Manhattan and through the glorious valley; both the Hudson River and Hudson Valley are named for him.

The Dutch were the first Europeans to settle what they called Nieuw Amsterdam, but don't believe the colorful story that Peter Minuit pulled a fast one and bought the island from a local tribe for $24 worth of beads. File that away with fictitious tall tales like Washington and the cherry tree. The city flip-flopped between English and Dutch control in the 1660s and 1670s before the English claimed it for good (or at least until the Revolutionary War) in 1674.
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 FAST FACT

The Dutch colony had lots of problems with the Native Americans who lived in the area and the British who coveted their colonial territory. In 1653, the governor, Peter Stuyvesant, ordered the construction of a wall in lower Manhattan to guard against a possible attack. By 1700, the wall had been torn down, but Wall Street keeps its place today.



New York was an important center during the American Revolution, and battles were fought all over the city. You can still find colonial bullet casings in parts of lower Manhattan, Queens, and Long Island. The first declarations calling for independence and the first intercolonial congress were drawn up in New York. In 1789, George Washington was inaugurated president in Federal Hall, the nation's first Capitol, on Wall and Nassau streets. New York City was the nation's capital before giving way to Philadelphia and eventually to Washington, D.C.


The City Grows and Prospers

In the early nineteenth century, New York developed as a center of fashion. Printing became a major industry, and the young book publishing pioneers were joined by newspapers like the New-York Evening Post (founded by Alexander Hamilton in 1801 and now the oldest daily in the country) and the New York Tribune (whose spirit survives in today's International Herald Tribune).

Business, industry, and commerce grew rapidly, and modern New York began to take shape. Wall Street became the nation's financial center, Central Park became the city's place to play, and baseball became the game to watch.

A City of Immigrants

Throughout the nineteenth century, European immigrants flocked to the city. Many settled on the Lower East Side near the newly constructed Brooklyn Bridge. Poverty, poor living conditions, disease, and corruption led to the formation of gangs throughout the city. The flood of immigrants continued unabated well into the twentieth century.

Larger-than-Life Construction Projects

The city wasn't a cohesive unit until 1898, when the five boroughs were consolidated into what was then the world's largest metropolis with a population of more than three million. Now that the boroughs were legislatively united, the challenge was to physically connect them. Starting with the Brooklyn Bridge, the early twentieth century ushered in the era of bridge building.

Mass transit also took on new life. In the first decade of the twentieth century, city workers were busy building the underground maze of railways that would become the New York City subway system. By 1910, there were more than eighty miles of subway below the New York City streets.

Significant building projects such as Pennsylvania Station, which opened in 1910 after six years of construction, and the New York Public Library on Forty-second Street, which cost some $9 million, solidified New York's place as a modern architectural haven.

Fun and Games

What did New Yorkers do for entertainment when they weren't frequenting the popular taverns and saloons? They went to see the Ziegfeld Follies, New York's dancing girls, or to watch the early silent films, many of which were shot in New York and shown in a New York invention: the motion picture theater. It was the beginning of a new era of spectacular entertainment. The early twentieth century also saw the establishment of major league baseball, and New York boasted three teams: the Yankees, Giants, and Dodgers.
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 FAST FACT

The Brooklyn Dodgers went by five names in their seventy-three-year history. They entered major league baseball in 1884 as the Brooklyn Bridegrooms. They played as the Trolley Dodgers, Superbas, and Robins before finally becoming the Dodgers in 1932. Perhaps most famous as the team with which second baseman Jackie Robinson broke baseball's color barrier in 1947, the Dodgers moved to Los Angeles in 1957.



Growing Pains

New York's population topped the two million mark in the second decade of the twentieth century, but those years also saw their share of tragedy. In 1912, families waited in vain for the arrival of the greatest ocean liner ever built, the Titanic, which sank on its maiden voyage across the Atlantic Ocean. In 1915, the British liner Lusitania set sail from New York, but it too never reached its destination as it was the victim of a German submarine attack. In 1916, a tragic subway crash killed 102 people.

A suspicious fire at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in 1911 resulted in the deaths of 146 young women workers. The building where it all started, at Greene Street and Washington Place, near Washington Square Park, still stands and is part of New York University; a plaque on its side commemorates the tragedy.


Roaring Twenties and the Depression

The postwar era of Prohibition and speakeasies was a time of new hairstyles, nightclubs, flappers, jazz, and fun. The arts flourished during the Harlem Renaissance of the 1920s, and Harlem became the hub of jazz in the city. Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, and Paul Whiteman and his thirty-piece band, the Kings of Jazz, drew crowds uptown. Establishments like the Cotton Club (still operating), Roseland (also alive and well), and the Savoy Ballroom flourished.

Broadway shows were all the rage, and the classic Showboat opened in 1927. The New York Yankees were the talk of the world, with a newfound hero, Babe Ruth, picked up from the rival Boston Red Sox. The Yankees won twenty-five world championships through-out the century, far more than any other major league baseball team.
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 FAST FACT

Very quietly, without any great fanfare, a small experimental television station, the world's first — W2XAB — was set up in 1928.



Bottomed Out

The fun, dancing, and revelry that marked the Roaring Twenties came to a crashing halt with the stock market crash of 1929. The city fell into the Great Depression. The government funded public projects that required lots of workers. As a result, the 1930s saw another construction boom.

When the Empire State Building was completed on April 11, 1931, it was the world's biggest office building. Soon after, work began on Rockefeller Center and the Waldorf-Astoria.

However, while the city surged in some areas, such as development, it was still losing money. By 1932, New York was nearly $2 billion in arrears, a debt not matched by the rest of the country put together. Some 164 bread lines were not enough to feed the troubled city's hungry.

Mayor LaGuardia Steps In

The city needed a take-charge mayor, and in 1934, cuddly, unorthodox Fiorello LaGuardia (known as “Little Flower”) stepped into the office he would hold for eleven years. Despite his appearance, he was tough and ready to turn around the city he loved.

LaGuardia inherited a $30 million deficit, with only $31 million left from a federal government loan that was set to run out just eight months after he took the office. LaGuardia instituted sales tax and utility tax programs, the first of a series of measures that would pull the city out of its financial crisis over the coming years. He also cracked down on crime, starting with the arrest of the city's most notorious mobster, Lucky Luciano.

LaGuardia cleaned up the city and put welfare recipients to work. LaGuardia Airport is fittingly named after the man who argued for a commercial airport within the city limits. A statue of LaGuardia stands sentinel over a street in Greenwich Village that also bears his name.
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 RAINY DAY FUN

E. L. Doctorow, a Pulitzer Prize — winning author and native New Yorker, wrote a novel about New York titled World's Fair. Robert Caro's classic tale of New York politics, The Power Broker: Robert Moses and the Fall of New York, details the career of New York's legendary parks commissioner.



Construction Projects Continued

Despite the financial difficulties of the early 1930s, construction never stopped. Thousands of families moved into new housing projects, the subway lines expanded, and construction of New York City Municipal Airport, later renamed LaGuardia, began.

Helping to build the city was the ever-aggressive and highly controversial Robert Moses, a parks commissioner with a mission. Moses drew criticism for ousting tenants from their land to build 5,000 acres worth of parks, and he set up more than 250 playgrounds. One of the parks, Flushing Meadows in Corona, Queens, was created from a garbage dump for the fabulous 1939 World's Fair. To help make Queens and the World's Fair more easily accessible, the Triborough Bridge and Midtown Tunnel were constructed, and New York City Municipal Airport opened. The fair was a huge economic boon for the city.


Surviving World War II

The pall of war hung over the 1939 World's Fair. Czechoslovakia and Poland fell to German aggression in that year, Italy invaded Albania, and the Japanese expanded their Pacific empire. The United States entered the war after the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. In New York, security was increased on all bridges, tunnels, factories, and other significant points.

During the war, the lights of Broadway and the spectacular New York City skyline went dark or were dimmed. While the mayor moved north into Gracie Mansion (originally built in 1804 and redesigned by Robert Moses), the people of the city watched and waited for news from overseas.

The jubilant celebrations that swept through the five boroughs on V-J Day were immortalized in one photograph of a sailor and nurse kissing in Times Square. After the city welcomed its war heroes home with a rousing parade, New York continued the building expansion of the prewar era.

Among the new construction projects was a massive complex along the East River. After World War II, the United States invited the newly created United Nations to build its headquarters in an American city. The U.N. considered a number of possibilities before settling on New York. John D. Rockefeller donated money to purchase the site, and the city of New York gave more land to the U.N. as a gift. The eighteen acres that comprise the U.N. complex are considered international land.
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 FAST FACT

A Nazi assault on the United States during World War II was never a feasible option. Nevertheless, Joseph Goebbels, Hitler's propaganda minister, dreamed of destroying the city that represented the “medley of races” that clashed with the Nazi ideal.




The Boom of the 1950s and 1960s

By the second half of the 1950s, New York City had nearly eight million inhabitants. Postwar New York saw a return to manufacturing, led by the successful garment industry. Another industry — television — joined the mix, and early shows were produced in the city.

Yet America was changing. People were abandoning the big cities of the Northeast and seeking a better life in the sunny West. New Yorkers were horrified as they lost two of their three baseball teams in the same year; the Giants left for San Francisco and the Dodgers were relocated to Los Angeles in 1957.

The city entered the 1960s with new roadways, including the Throgs Neck Bridge, the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, and the new second level of the George Washington Bridge. The New York Mets entered the scene, taking the uniform colors of the recently departed Giants and Dodgers, but it gained neither the trust nor the enthusiasm of those teams' old fans.

Lincoln Center, the most advanced and spectacular showcase for the cultural arts in the world, opened on Manhattan's Upper West Side, but it had to overcome protests over its displacement of much-needed housing. The city also hosted the 1964 World's Fair, the second in twenty-five years at the same location, Flushing Meadows Park in Queens. Most exciting — to teenagers at least — was the American debut of the British phenomenon, the Beatles, who appeared on The Ed Sullivan Show and later at a relatively new venue in the city, Shea Stadium.

In the summer of 1964, riots rocked Harlem after a white police officer fatally shot an African American teenager. Unrest simmered in the rest of the city, and protests, sit-ins, walkouts, and strikes — including a newspaper strike that lasted for months and a transit strike that cost the city nearly a million dollars in revenue — set the city on a downward spiral. Much of the tension came to a head when Columbia University students occupied school buildings on the Upper West Side of Manhattan to protest university policies. Police were called in to forcibly remove the students, resulting in hundreds of arrests.

At the end of the decade, the New York Jets pulled off an improbable Super Bowl upset, and the hapless Mets emerged from the depths to win the World Series. The United States had sent a man to the moon, but New York was still in trouble.
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 FAST FACT

Subway tokens debuted in New York City in 1953. The fare was fifteen cents. The MetroCard replaced tokens in the 1990s and can be pur-chased in vending machines in the stations. You can pay for each ride separately or choose from an array of unlimited-ride MetroCards.




From Bad to Worse

While the tensions in the city eased somewhat in the early 1970s, the financial situation worsened. Much like the opening of the Empire State Building during the Great Depression, the new World Trade Center now towered over Manhattan, a symbol of optimistic indulgence, while officials searched their pockets and the treasuries for enough money to keep the city from bankruptcy. By 1974, the Big Apple had hit rock bottom. The city was broke.

“Fear City”

From newspaper employees to garbage collectors to doctors at city hospitals, the city was on strike, angered by New York's dismal financial situation. The police, who at one point also went on strike, issued warnings to tourists to stay away from “Fear City.” Crime was up, and the city was falling apart — literally. In 1973, a truck fell through the West Side Highway, which was sorely in need of road repair. People abandoned New York in record numbers, and real estate prices hit rock bottom.
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 FAST FACT

Gerald Ford was the first president to be mocked on Saturday Night Live. Chevy Chase's portrayal of the president sparked an enduring tradition of parodying national political figures. In 1976, Ron Nessen, Ford's press secretary, became the first political figure to host the show.



Finally, when even the state could not bail out the city, New York turned to Washington, D.C., and asked President Ford for help. The president snubbed New York, prompting the famous Daily News headline “Ford to City: Drop Dead.”

A Slow Comeback

The city began to put itself back on track with more responsible fiscal management. The decade ended on a somber, chilling note as John Lennon was killed outside his Central Park West home, the Dakota.

Another feisty, irreverent mayor, Ed Koch, led the city into the 1980s, and tourists returned. Financially, New York was booming again, and the city resumed its place as a center for art and music.


A City Triumphant

New York experienced another stock market crash in late 1987, only to re-emerge in the dot-com boom of the 1990s under the leadership of Mayor Rudy Giuliani. A product of its times, the city became hard-nosed against crime and proactive toward business. It became one of the safest big cities in America. The economy boomed, and things looked rosy.

Then came September 11, 2001. New York, an icon of successful capitalism and the American Way, was the target of a terrorist attack. Terrorists piloted two hijacked commercial airliners into the World Trade Center in what was meant to be a four-pronged attack on the United States. The Twin Towers collapsed, killing more than 2,700 people. New York's resilience exerted itself, and the city emerged from the attacks united in its resolve to heal the emotional and physical scars of the tragedy. Ambitious plans for the rebuilding of the World Trade Center site are well underway with the construction of the Freedom Tower, a soaring, ebullient statement of hope, defiance, and élan.
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 JUST FOR PARENTS

Before you leave for New York, you might want to discuss the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center with your children. For older children who watched this attack on television, visiting the site — which is currently under construction — might help bring a sense of security as they witness how the city is being rebuilt.



New York has emerged triumphant, and the beat goes on. So coveted is living in the city that real estate prices have soared into the stratosphere. The boom in Manhattan has spread to the outer boroughs and even across the river to New Jersey. New York's appeal speaks to visitors as well. According to NYC & Company, the local convention and visitors' bureau, New York City is by far the number one visited city in the United States, safe for visitors and brimming with creativity and harmony.





CHAPTER 2



Planning Your Trip


NEW YORK OFFERS plenty of things to do 365 days a year, twenty-four hours a day. The key to having a successful family vacation lies largely in the planning. Determine the activities and sights your family will want to experience and figure out what time of year to visit. Start out on the right foot by deciding what mode of transportation you'll use to get to New York and how you will get from your point of arrival to your hotel or other first destination.


When to Go

There is no wrong time to visit New York City, but your experience will vary depending on when you make your trip. New York in the winter is so special that many families visit every year, and spring in the city can be as beautiful as it is in Paris. Summer is an endless street fair, and fall is a season of marathons and fashion.

The Weather

From ample snowfall to sizzling summer heat, New York is a city with very distinct seasons and a wide range of temperatures. You can expect summer temperatures in the eighties, but factor in high humidity in July and August. September and October are perfect walking months, with a range of temperatures from the low fifties into the midseventies. Temperatures drop below the midfifties from November to March; below-freezing temperatures and snow are not uncommon in the winter months, and the wind chill makes it feel even colder. The city thaws out by April and May, which are pleasant and mild months with temperatures in the fifties, sixties, and seventies.
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 TRAVEL TIP

The chilly temperatures of January and February may dissuade some travelers, but the hotel rates are lower during those two months, and there is always plenty to see and do. If there's snow, major streets are cleared immediately, the subway is unaffected, and the city's lights sparkle even brighter.



New York sees an average of forty inches of rain annually, with no particular rainy season. Annual snowfall is often around twenty to twenty-five inches, but the city has been known to get significantly more or less — for instance, nearly fifty inches of snow fell in the winters of both 2003 and 2004, yet there were no heavy storms until well into 2007. Good snowstorms wreak havoc on arrivals and departures, but if one hits New York in the middle of your stay, venture out to Central Park to play in the winter wonderland.

The Holiday Season

December is a joyous time in New York, with the glow of the huge tree at Rockefeller Center, the annual Radio City Christmas Spectacular, and the traditional performance of The Nutcracker, not to mention the incredible department store windows. The festivities end with the world-famous New Year's Eve party in Times Square. This is the peak tourist season, with high-priced hotel rooms that fill up fast. Following the holidays, tourism slumps a bit, which makes it easier to get great Broadway tickets or reservations at the best restaurants.
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 TRAVEL TIP

You may be thrilled at the deals that you find at Internet discounters like Travelocity or Expedia, but don't stop just yet. The hotels themselves will often match what you find and possibly offer other packages and promotions.



Spring and Fall

Spring and fall may be the best times to visit the city if your schedule permits. You still have the opportunity to enjoy most activities in the buffer months, and there are many festivals and special city events. Hotel rates are somewhere in between their highest and lowest points and tend to fluctuate from year to year.


Make It a Road Trip

Once you've decided the time of your visit, consider your options for getting to the Big Apple. Driving to New York City will save you the cost of airfare and is certainly a popular choice when coming from nearby cities.

If driving seems like a good option, be sure you have a plan for what to do with your car once you arrive. Parking is at a premium in the city, so driving in means paying for garages. The average hotel parking fee runs $25 to $45 a day. If you plan to use public transportation once you arrive, which is advisable — if not mandatory — in Manhattan, you can find a parking lot with a weekly rate, which will save you money.

Driving in and out of the City

Whether you're coming from Connecticut, New Jersey, or upstate New York, your options for entering the boroughs are the George Washington Bridge, Lincoln Tunnel, and Holland Tunnel. If you don't have an E-ZPass tag (for electronic toll collecting), be sure to bring enough cash for the tolls.

The George Washington Bridge, which opened in 1931, has two levels of two-way traffic connecting Manhattan to Fort Lee, New Jersey, from 179th Street. Primary routes to the bridge are the Henry Hudson Parkway on the west side along the Hudson River and Harlem River Drive, which becomes FDR Drive, along the East River.
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 RAINY DAY FUN

Whether you fly or drive, before you head off for the city, let the kids draw a map of the route. Point out the landmarks you'll be passing through or over on the way: states, bodies of water, landmarks such as the George Washington or the Brooklyn Bridge, Manhattan Island. These may be their first, and therefore most memorable, glimpses of the city.



The Alexander Hamilton Bridge connects the Cross Bronx Expressway directly with the George Washington Bridge, crossing into Manhattan. The GW Bridge stands 200 feet above the Hudson River and is one of the most traveled bridges in the world. It connects easily with the Palisades Parkway, Interstate 80, the New Jersey Turnpike, and other major New Jersey roadways. You can also walk or bicycle across the bridge on outer walkways. The $6 toll is charged only to traffic entering Manhattan.

The Lincoln Tunnel connects Manhattan from West Thirtieth to Thirty-second streets with Weehawken, New Jersey and, like the George Washington Bridge, intersects with most major New Jersey routes. The tunnel has three connecting tubes that were completed in the late 1950s. Follow the signs for the Lincoln Tunnel carefully, as the lanes have been divided for use by trucks and cars. Some lanes are closed to passenger cars. Nearly forty million cars, trucks, and buses use it every year. The toll is $6, charged only to traffic entering Manhattan.
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 TRAVEL TIP

With the E-ZPass, a prepaid toll card you mount on your car windshield, you can zip through the tollbooths in several states instead of waiting in line to pay. If you don't have the pass, make sure you go through the Cash Only lanes. If you make a mistake and go through an E-ZPass lane (marked by a purple and white sign), the system will trace you through your license plate and send you a bill. Info at www.ezpassny.com.



The Holland Tunnel connects Lower Manhattan from Canal Street to Jersey City and provides easy access to I-78, the Pulaski Skyway, the New Jersey Turnpike, and Routes 1 and 9. The granddaddy of underwater travel, this tunnel dates back to 1927. There is a $6 toll for traffic entering Manhattan.

Vehicle traffic between Manhattan and Staten Island flows through Brooklyn via I-278 over the Verrazano-Narrows Bridge and through the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel. You can no longer take your car on the Staten Island Ferry; they were banned after a deadly accident in 2004 killed thirteen people.
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 FAST FACT

Gas is significantly cheaper in New Jersey than in New York City, and finding a gas station in Manhattan is not an easy task. If you're driving through the Garden State, fill your tank before you cross the border. If you find yourself running low in Manhattan, look for gas stations on the far west side, near access to the Westside Highway, or the east side off FDR Drive.



If you're traveling from Queens into Manhattan or vice versa, you can take the Queensboro Bridge, also known to locals as the Fifty-ninth Street Bridge (Simon and Garfunkel sang about it in “Feelin' Groovy”), which connects Long Island City in Queens with First and Second avenues in Manhattan at Fifty-seventh and Sixty-ninth streets. Although the bridge has two levels, it has been undergoing restoration for a decade and chances are you'll encounter construction delays somewhere, sometime, until 2009. Nonetheless, the bridge is toll free! It provides easy access to Queens Boulevard, Northern Boulevard, and, via Van Dam Street, the Long Island Expressway in Queens.

The Queens Midtown Tunnel is at the west end of the Long Island Expressway. The tunnel deposits you in the east thirties in Manhattan, between First and Second avenues. The tunnel toll is $4.50 in both directions and traffic is very busy during rush hour.

The Triborough Bridge connects Queens from Grand Central Parkway to Manhattan at 125th Street, where you can easily go south onto FDR Drive or north onto Harlem River Drive. The elaborately designed bridge also connects Queens with the Bronx, and the Bronx (from the Bruckner Expressway) with Manhattan. There is a $4.50 toll in all directions.
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 TRAVEL TIP

If you want to leave Manhattan for a multistop trek to one of the four outer boroughs — the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, or Staten Island — it's probably best to go by car. Use the main parkways and expressways to get to your chosen section of the borough, and carefully follow local street directions once you've exited.



The Bronx connects with Manhattan at the Triborough Bridge and at other bridges, including the Willis Avenue Bridge, which connects the Harlem River Drive with the Major Deegan in the Bronx. The Willis Avenue Bridge (off the Harlem River Drive), Third Avenue Bridge (at 129th Street), the Madison Avenue Bridge (at 138th Street), and the Macombs Dam Bridge (at 155th Street) also connect the Bronx with Manhattan.

On Manhattan's west side, you can take the Henry Hudson Parkway north past the Cloisters and connect with Riverdale (part of the Bronx), which goes directly into the Henry Hudson Bridge. There is a $2.25 toll in both directions. The road becomes the Saw Mill River Parkway and heads north to Westchester, where you can catch the New York State Thruway and the Hutchinson River Parkway.
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 TRAVEL TIP

The city has privatized its low-cost municipal parking lot system. Muni Meters in every borough accept quarters, dollar coins, credit cards, and prepaid New York City parking cards. The city has also planted singlespace meters that accept credit cards in all boroughs. For more information, go to www.nyc.gov and search for “municipal parking.”



There are four routes connecting Brooklyn with lower Manhattan. The famed Brooklyn Bridge will take you from Cadman Plaza or the Brooklyn Queens Expressway (BQE) into Manhattan with easy access to FDR Drive or Park Row by City Hall. The Manhattan Bridge connects Flatbush Avenue and Grand Army Plaza in Brooklyn with Canal Street in Chinatown. The Williamsburg Bridge connects Metropolitan Avenue and the BQE with Delancey Street in Manhattan. All of these bridges are free.

The Brooklyn Battery Tunnel connects West Street in Manhattan to the Gowanus and Prospect Expressways in Brooklyn. The tunnel is easily accessible from the FDR Drive or Henry Hudson Parkway. The tunnel toll is $4.50 in both directions.

Be Prepared

The best way to plot your course, both in getting to the city and once you are there, is with an online mapping service like Maps On Us (www.mapsonus.com), Mapquest (www.mapquest.com), Expedia (www.expedia.com), Google Maps (http://maps.google.com), or multimap.com (www.multimap.com). Many of New York's streets are one-way or have limited access, especially with new traffic laws during weekday work hours that restrict turns in midtown Manhattan between Sixth and Park avenues. Internet maps will show you the best way of reaching your destination and will give you directions based on the address. Another option is to contact the Automobile Association of America (AAA), which provides maps and driving directions to members, both hard copy and online (www.AAA.com).


If You Prefer to Fly

Since New York City is truly a city that never sleeps, you can fly into one of the three major airports (LaGuardia, in northern Queens, JFK, in southern Queens, and Newark, in New Jersey), get a cab, and check into a hotel at any hour. Make sure the hotel knows ahead of time when you plan to arrive; otherwise, it may make you wait for your room, which can be exhausting when you are traveling with kids. Flying at night is a good way to avoid crowds at the airports and traffic en route to Manhattan.
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 TRAVEL TIP

Follow the Transportation Security Administration's 3-1-1 guidelines. All liquids must be carried in 3-ounce bottles in a 1-quart clear plastic resealable bag. Each passenger is allowed one bag. The only exceptions to the 3-ounce rule are prescription medications, baby formula, breast milk, and juice; you must declare these items to a security official. Check www.tsa.gov for more information.



All three city airports are varying distances from Manhattan. LaGuardia is the closest, but not by much. If you're staying in Brooklyn, Queens, or the Bronx, Newark Airport would be a less desirable choice, since the other two airports are located close by. Otherwise, let the cheapest airfare guide you.

Airport Guidelines

Give yourself plenty of time to get to the airport, check in for your flight, and get through security. Generally, you must arrive an hour ahead of time for a domestic flight and two hours early for an international flight, but some situations add an hour to both. Airlines bump tardy passengers from overbooked flights, so be aware of that.

At the security checkpoint, children and adults alike must remove belts and shoes when going through the metal detector, so make sure your family dresses accordingly. All passengers are expected to have photo ID at check-in.
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 TRAVEL TIP

Save money on a flight to New York by flying into one of the lesser-known airports — White Plains Airport (HPN) in Westchester County or Long Island MacArthur Airport (ISP) in Long Island. There are often seats available during the more crowded times since fewer people know about them. However, this only saves you money if you are renting a car or have someone to pick you up at the airport. Otherwise, a cab ride to midtown will run you $100 to $120.



Make sure all bags have zippers or clasps that can be closed for security. Remember to label all bags so that they are easily identifiable at the airport luggage carousel. If you plan to carry bags onto an airplane, security rules at the time of this writing limited you to one carry-on to fit in an overhead and a purse, briefcase, laptop computer, or small backpack. There are also additional items that do not count toward your carry-on allowance, including a child car seat, infant diaper bag, collapsible umbrella-type stroller, coat, camera, medical devices, and reasonable reading material. Check with your airline and the TSA (www.tsa.gov) before traveling for the latest regulations.

Major Airlines

New York is a major hub. Every major airline and most of the smaller ones offer frequent flights into and out of the city. Depending on where home is, you should have an opportunity to choose among several carriers to find the best deal.


Air Canada
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 1-888-247-2262



[image: illustration]
 www.aircanada.com


Service fee: $15 per passenger, $37 maximum per booking (four-hour Canadian stopover required)


American Airlines
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 1-800-433-7300
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 www.aa.com


Service fee: $10 per ticket, $15 for award tickets


Continental Airlines
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 1-800-523-3273
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 www.continental.com


Service fee: $10 per ticket


Delta Airlines
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 1-800-221-1212
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 www.delta.com


Service fee: $10 per ticket


JetBlue Airways
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 1-800-538-2583
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 www.jetblue.com


Service fee: None


Midwest Airlines
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 1-800-452-2022
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 www.midwestairlines.com


Service fee: None


Northwest Airlines
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 1-800-225-2525
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 www.nwa.com


Service fee: $10 per ticket


Southwest Airlines
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 1-800-435-9792
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 www.southwest.com


Service fee: None, but prices may be $10 cheaper online


United Airlines
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 1-800-864-8331
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 www.united.com


Service fee: $15 per ticket


US Airways
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 1-800-428-4322
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 www.usairways.com


Service fee: $10 per ticket

Try to make your reservations as far ahead of time as possible. Airlines may give you a better deal if you book at least twenty-one days in advance, but the old rule that you'll get a better airfare if your stay includes a Saturday night isn't true anymore. Check prices on various airlines, and look for advertised specials. If you're planning your visit around a major holiday, you need to book even further in advance. Tickets go quickly during the Thanksgiving and year-end holidays.
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 TRAVEL TIP

Farecast (www.farecast.com) helps you pinpoint the optimal time to purchase airfare. It uses historical data to tell you whether prices for a particular flight are likely to rise or fall in the next few weeks.



Always push for a better price; you have nothing to lose. Computer pricing has allowed airlines to fine-tune seat pricing to the smallest degree, so airfares vary widely depending on your departure point, the type of seats you are purchasing, and when you purchase them. On an airplane, everyone on board may have paid a different ticket price.


JFK International Airport (JFK)
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 718-244-4444
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 www.panynj.gov


JFK International Airport is one of the world's busiest. Opened as Idlewild International Airport in 1948, its name was changed in the 1960s to honor President John F. Kennedy. All major carriers land at JFK. Transportation information counters are located on the lower level near baggage-claim carousels, and taxis, buses, shuttles, and limousines pull up just outside. Car rental facilities are also nearby and can be reached by rental company shuttle buses.

Although the airport is located some fifteen miles outside of Manhattan in Queens, travel by taxi to Manhattan takes about fifty to sixty minutes — longer during busy times. Taxis charge a flat rate of $45 plus tolls and tips. The tip should be roughly 15 percent depending on service.

Shuttles run from the airport to all areas of the city: Grand Central, Penn Station, and the Port Authority on Forty-second Street, as well as to midtown hotels and other locations. During the day and early evening, this is a good way to save on cab fare. However, if you are traveling with a large family, an SUV cab might be cheaper because you'll pay a flat fee rather than a per-person charge, as you would on a shuttle.


LaGuardia Airport (LGA)
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 718-533-3400
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 www.panynj.gov


Smaller than JFK, the 680-acre LaGuardia Airport handles all of the primary carriers and offers mostly domestic flights. Originally opened commercially in 1939 as New York City Municipal Airport, the name was later changed in tribute to former Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia. Located less then ten miles from Manhattan, the trip from this Queens-based airport can be anywhere from thirty to forty-five minutes. Taking a cab that charges by the meter will cost around $35 plus tolls and tips. Cabs are easy to find at any number of taxi stands.
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 TRAVEL TIP

Taxi drivers are not allowed to solicit fares in the airport. Always wait in the taxi stand line and let the dispatcher or the cab line do the work. If a cab driver or anyone else meets you in the terminal and offers you a ride — even at a low rate — refuse it. So-called “gypsy cab” drivers are not legal and are not authorized by the city.




Newark Liberty International Airport (EWR)
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 973-961-6000
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 www.newarkairport.com


In nearby Newark, New Jersey, Newark Liberty International Airport is some thirty to forty minutes from Manhattan (more during rush hour) by car or bus. New Jersey's largest commercial airport, Newark has enjoyed major renovations over the years, including monorail service from terminal to terminal. If you're heading to the west side of Manhattan, you might consider flying into Newark. Also, Newark is generally less crowded than Kennedy or LaGuardia. Taxis cost $55 to $65 plus tolls and tip.


Airport Transportation

If you think a cab isn't a great option for your family, there are plenty of alternatives. For information about ground transportation from any of New York's three major airports, call the Port Authority Ground Transportation Hotline at 1-800-247-7433.

Bus or Shuttle

New York Airport Service buses go directly to Manhattan's major destinations. Fare from JFK is $15 per person, and a roundtrip ticket costs $27. The fare from LaGuardia is $12 per person, and a roundtrip ticket costs $21. One child under twelve is free for every full-fare adult. Senior and student discounts are available at the Grand Central office. Call 718-875-8200 or find information online at www.nyairportservice.com.

Airlink is another van shuttle service that offers door-to-door service. The fare is $17 from JFK and $15 from LaGuardia or Newark. Find more information at 1-800-490-3229 or www.airlinknyc.com.

Super Shuttle provides a blue van on twenty-four-hour call to all destinations in Manhattan. Charges are based on zip code and range from $13 to $22, with discounts for additional family members. For more information, call 212-964-6233 or visit www.supershuttle.com.

Driving from JFK

If you rent a car, you can get to Manhattan from JFK by taking the Van Wyck Expressway to the Long Island Expressway. Head west to the Midtown Tunnel, which will deposit you in the east thirties in Manhattan. You can also take the Grand Central Expressway and proceed over the Triborough Bridge — but watch the signs because the bridge also goes to the Bronx — and follow the signs for Manhattan/FDR Drive. You can also take the Belt Parkway around Brooklyn to the Brooklyn/Queens Expressway and go over the Brooklyn Bridge to Lower Manhattan. Alternately, follow signs to the Gowanus Expressway and take the Battery Tunnel into Lower Manhattan, but be ready to pay a toll.

Driving from LaGuardia

If you rent a car, you can get to Manhattan from LaGuardia by going west on Grand Central Parkway, which will take you to the Triborough Bridge — but watch the signs, because the bridge also goes to the Bronx! Look for the sign for Manhattan/FDR Drive. If you're going to lower Manhattan, you can also get the Brooklyn/Queens Expressway from Grand Central Parkway and head to the Williamsburg or Brooklyn Bridge.

Driving from Newark

If you rent a car, you can get to Manhattan from Newark by following the airport exit signs to the New Jersey Turnpike (I-95) north. Take the turnpike, following signs for the Holland Tunnel, the Lincoln Tunnel, or the George Washington Bridge. The Holland Tunnel goes into lower Manhattan, the Lincoln Tunnel goes into midtown Manhattan, just south of Forty-second Street, and the George Washington Bridge enters the city near the upper tip of Manhattan, around 178th Street.

AirTrain JFK

AirTrain JFK is a cheap, relatively efficient way to get around the airport and into midtown via the New York subways and buses or the Long Island Rail Road. It is free to use within the airport to connect between terminals. When you leave the airport, a $5 fee can be taken off New York's subway MetroCard. Children under five are free. During rush hours, it is definitely the way to go. It runs twenty-four hours, seven days a week, and is heated in the winter and air-conditioned in the summer. For more information, call 1-877-535-2478 or visit www.panynj.info/airtrainjfk.
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 TRAVEL TIP

A few tips for driving in New York: Unless a sign specifies otherwise (a rarity), you cannot make right turns on a red light in New York City. People frequently cross against the light in Manhattan, so watch out for pedestrians. Do not leave your car unattended unless it is parked and locked with valuables out of sight. Remember to retract your radio antenna.



AirTrain Newark

If you prefer public transportation, take AirTrain Newark, an ele-vated train that loops around the airport and connects with Amtrak and New Jersey Transit. This will get you quickly into midtown or the Northeast Corridor. Use is free within the airport to connect between terminals, hotel shuttles, and rental cars. When you buy a ticket for Amtrak or Jersey Transit, the fare is included. It runs twenty-four hours, seven days a week, and is heated in the winter and air-conditioned in the summer. For more information, call 1-888-397-4636 or visit www.panynj.info/airtrainnewark.

Private Coach

Olympia Trails Newark Liberty Airport Express buses leave for the Port Authority, Bryant Park, and Grand Central every fifteen to thirty minutes from 4 A.M. to 1 A.M., 365 days a year. The cost is $14 one way, $23 roundtrip; seniors, disabled, and students ages twelve to sixteen are $7; kids under twelve ride free with an accompanying adult. Call 908-863-9275 or visit www.coachusa.com/olympia.


Take the Bus

If you don't live very far away, taking the bus is an affordable option. Greyhound, Trailways, and other carriers offer service to the Port Authority Bus Terminal on Eighth Avenue between Fortieth and Forty-second streets in Manhattan.
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 TRAVEL TIP

On the east coast, several companies have bus networks that connect the Chinatowns in New York, Boston, Washington, D.C., and Philadelphia. Fares from any of these cities to New York can be as low as $12 one way. These buses are quite popular and can be very crowded, so get to the station early to make sure you get a seat. Check out www.chinatown-bus.com for more information.



The following bus companies offer service to New York City:


Adirondack Trailways
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 1-800-776-7548
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 www.trailwaysny.com



Greyhound Lines
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 212-971-6300
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 1-800-231-2222
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 www.greyhound.com



Martz Trailways
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 1-800-233-8604
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 www.martztrailways.com



New Jersey Transit
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 973-491-7000
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 www.njtransit.com



Peter Pan Bus Lines
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 1-800-343-9999
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 www.peterpanbus.com



Short Line Bus
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 1-800-631-8405
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 www.coachusa.com/shortline


To contact the Port Authority Bus Terminal, call 212-564-8484 or visit www.panynj.gov.


Ride the Train

Amtrak is the leading rail carrier of passengers to and from points across the country in and out of New York City. It usually has some kind of deal or promotion going. For Amtrak information, call 1-800-USA-RAIL (872-7245) or visit the Web site at www.amtrak.com.


Trains pull into Pennsylvania Station on the west side of Manhattan between Seventh and Eighth avenues just below Thirty-fourth Street. From there you'll easily be able to take a taxi or bus to your hotel. Penn Station is very busy and crowded, so be sure to keep an eye on your children and personal property at all times. Cabs are easily found on surrounding streets.

The Metro-North Railroad services areas in northern New York state and Connecticut. It departs from the Grand Central Terminal on East Forty-second Street at Park Avenue. For schedules and information, call 212-532-4900 or 1-800-638-7646, or visit www.mta.info.
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 RAINY DAY FUN

The world's largest underground museum of art is the Metropolitan Transit Authority Arts for Transit program. For two decades, as subway and commuter rail lines are rehabilitated, a portion of the funds has been allocated for the installation of permanent works of art. Major artists are commissioned to execute a wide array of works in ceramics, glass, bronze, terracotta, steel, aluminum, and stone. The best way to see the works is to buy a One-Day Fun Pass for unlimited use of the system. For more information, call 212-878-7250 or log onto www.mta.info.



PATH (Port Authority Trans-Hudson) is a rapid-transit link between New York and New Jersey. It's really an interstate subway, and the final stop is located a block from Penn Station. The fare is $1.50, seniors $1, and kids under five are free.


Planning the Perfect Vacation

You have the choice of putting a vacation package together yourself, buying a prepackaged deal over the Internet, or hiring a travel agent to work for you. It all depends on your comfort level with each method.

Making Travel Arrangements

Using the Internet is impersonal and might raise questions that can't be answered. You can always start that way and use the phone or e-mail to resolve questions. You might prefer the personal touch and expertise of a travel agent. With the help of his or her connections and knowledge of the industry, a travel agent can often put a package together for less money. This can save you both time and cash. You also have flexibility to add to or subtract from your itinerary, and you have an advocate should something go amiss.




[image: illustration]
 TRAVEL TIP

Manhattan is the only borough that uses the 212 and the new 646 area code. The Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten Island all require you to dial 718 or the new 347. The 646 area code can also be used for a cell phone, but 917 is the most frequently used area code for mobile New Yorkers.



However you do it, start by researching your trip. Make a list of what you want and don't want, and decide what level of amenities you desire (for example, the kind of hotel room, transportation, or entertainment you expect). This will affect many of your decisions, from the amount of cash you carry to the clothes you pack. Also find out ahead of time what to do if you are dissatisfied with the accommodations and need to change them.

Once you've researched potential accommodations and narrowed your list, ask the travel agent, search the Internet, or call the hotel about rates or discounts at those specific locations.
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 TRAVEL TIP

If you aren't used to walking, start building up your stamina a few weeks before you go on vacation. Walk around your neighborhood and park your car at the back of the parking lot to get yourself to walk farther. You won't have to stop and rest as often, and you can spend more time seeing and experiencing New York City.



However you plan, be careful of too-good-to-be-true deals advertised on the Internet or anywhere else. To check on a travel agent, log on to the American Society of Travel Agents' Web site at www.travelsense.org, which will lead you to a member travel agent. Even if you don't choose a travel agent, the site has some good travel advice. Establish a good rapport with your agent or get a referral from someone you know and trust.

Packing Tips

First and foremost, bring comfortable clothes and shoes. The primary means of getting around Manhattan is walking, so be prepared. A good pair of walking shoes can make the difference between a fun-filled, action-packed day and an all-out exhausting one.

Be prepared for varying temperatures during swing seasons. Wearing layers of light and warm clothing will help keep you comfortable and happy while touring the city. Watch the Weather Channel, use the weather resources of the Internet, or check the weather section of the paper to get an idea of the climate as you plan for your trip. It's a good idea to have at least one small folding umbrella, since there's always the chance of a shower — particularly a late-afternoon thunder-shower, if you're visiting in the summer months. But don't worry, at the very first drop, umbrella street vendors spring out of the pavement like flowers in the desert. Don't pay more than a couple of bucks.

If you plan to stay in New York City for ten days or less, it's to your advantage to bring two weeks' worth of clothes, since having laundry done in Manhattan hotels can be expensive. Midtown Manhattan does not have many laundromats, although they are plentiful once you leave the midtown area for Chelsea or the Upper West Side.
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 JUST FOR PARENTS

While the finer restaurants may require jackets and even a tie for men, most restaurants, especially those with family fare, do not have dress codes. But as a nice change, you might consider packing a dressy outfit or two along with your casual attire. Incidentally, all restaurants with a strict dress code will have loaner jackets and ties for the men.



If you forget something at home, don't worry! The multitude of shops, chain pharmacies, and twenty-four-hour stores in New York City will allow you to buy whatever you might need. Although the city can be pricey, the locals shop here for their necessities during a hurried lunch hour or after work, so there are plenty of reasonably priced stores around to meet your needs.

Stay Safe

Tuck any activities away before you land so you're not carrying anything but your suitcases. Keep cameras stowed out of sight until you are settled in your hotel. Unfortunately, there are some people in every major city who will try to take advantage of tourists, so be alert and don't accept offers of rides, tours, currency exchanges, or anything else from anyone you just happen to meet at the baggage claim area or on the streets of the city. Don't play street games like Three-Card Monty — they are rigged and you can't win. Do not trust anyone to hold or guard your things for you.

Go over your itinerary and any travel rules you have with your children. Make sure they know what to do if they get separated from you. Traveling in New York City is a lot of fun for the whole family, but as with any destination, exercise common sense at all times.





CHAPTER 3



Getting Around the City


WHEW! YOU'RE IN New York City! Now how do you get from your hotel to the Empire State Building? The Metropolitan Museum of Art? Yankee Stadium? Jones Beach? Don't worry, the worst part of your trip is over. If you are staying in Manhattan, it's simple — you use mass transit, take a taxi (“cab it,” as New Yorkers say), or walk. Outside of Manhattan, you can drive, take a commuter train, or an express bus.


The Street System

Manhattan is pretty easy to figure out. The island is laid out on a grid, with numbered cross streets running east and west and avenues running north to south. The numbered streets start with First Street in lower Manhattan and end with 220th Street at the top of the island, right before the Bronx starts. Avenues start at the East River and count upward going west to the Hudson River. There are a few named fill-ins where the island bulges, but that's pretty much it.

Avenues

Here are the primary avenues on the east side, starting at the East River and going west (to keep traffic at a modicum of tolerability, most are one way):


	
York Avenue runs both ways between Fifty-third Street and Ninety-sixth Street.



	
First Avenue runs north.



	
Second Avenue runs south.



	
Third Avenue runs north, with two-way traffic below Twenty-fourth Street.



	
Lexington Avenue runs south to Twenty-second Street.



	
Park Avenue runs both ways.
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 FAST FACT

The Bronx continues Manhattan's numbered streets — from 221st Street until 260th Street, where Yonkers (a different municipality) begins. Broadway runs from Lower Manhattan through the Bronx and into Yonkers in a meandering line that creates those famous squares of New York — Madison, Herald, and Times — as well as Columbus Circle.



Fifth Avenue, which runs south, is the line that divides the east and west sides of Manhattan. All cross-street addresses are designated “East” or “West,” and they march away, in ascending order, from Fifth Avenue. Therefore, 12 East Fifty-ninth Street will be just east of Fifth Avenue, and 12 West Fifty-ninth Street will be just west of Fifth Avenue. Always specify east or west when taking down an address on numbered streets. A handy gauge for distance is the fact that twenty north-south streets equal a mile.

Here are the primary avenues on the west side:


	
Sixth Avenue (although formally named the Avenue of the Americas, New Yorkers never call it that) runs north to Central Park.



	
Seventh Avenue (also saddled with the formal Fashion Avenue, which nobody ever uses) runs south from Central Park.



	
Eighth Avenue runs north and changes to Central Park West at Fifty-Eighth Street.



	
Ninth Avenue runs south and becomes Columbus Avenue above Fifty-ninth Street (Columbus Circle).



	
Tenth Avenue runs north and becomes Amsterdam Avenue above Fifty-ninth Street.



	
Eleventh Avenue runs two ways above Forty-second Street and south below it; above Fifty-ninth Street it becomes West End Avenue.



	
Twelfth Avenue runs north and ends at Fifty-ninth Street.



	
Riverside Drive runs both ways from Seventy-second Street to the George Washington Bridge (between 178th and 179th streets). When the Henry Hudson Parkway is congested, Riverside Drive is often the best alternate route.





Franklin Delano Roosevelt Drive (always called “the FDR” by New Yorkers) runs along the East River. It becomes the Harlem River Drive above the Triborough Bridge. On the west side is the West Side Highway, which turns into the Henry Hudson Parkway as you head north from lower Manhattan. It runs the length of the island, with great views of the Hudson River, the George Washington Bridge, and the New Jersey Palisades.
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 FAST FACT

Lucy and Ricky Ricardo's address in the I Love Lucy TV show was 623 East Sixty-eighth Street, which would have put them in the middle of the East River!



Both the FDR Drive and West Side Highway run uptown and downtown with narrow entrance and exit ramps. When not crowded, they are the quickest ways of getting uptown or downtown, but watch out for potholes!
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 TRAVEL TIP

When the Rockefellers donated the land in Upper Manhattan on which the Cloisters was built, they also donated the land across the river in New Jersey. They stipulated that no commercial development ever be made, leaving an unobstructed view of the New Jersey Palisades from upper Manhattan, much like Henry Hudson might have seen hundreds of years ago.



Exceptions to the Rule

When navigating Manhattan, the grid of numbered cross streets and primary avenues runs from Greenwich Village to Harlem and is relatively easy to follow, as you'll see on any city map. Washington Heights, at the far northern end of the island, is the narrowest part of the city. It's easy to navigate because you're never too far from either the Harlem River Drive to the east or the Henry Hudson Parkway to the west.

All bets are off, however, once you get into the oldest parts of the city, from Battery Park at the southern tip of the island north to Greenwich Village (the widest part of Manhattan), which were laid out before the grid system came to be. This is particularly true in the West Village, where narrow streets cross and turn in all directions. The East Village, also known as Alphabet City, brings you to avenues A, B, C, and D in a new grid leading to the Lower East Side.

The Lower East Side, SoHo, TriBeCa, Little Italy, Chinatown, and the financial district, which are all part of lower Manhattan, require careful navigation and good directions and/or map-reading skills. Church Street, Center Street, Broadway, and Bowery (you'll hear people call it “the” Bowery, referring to the neighborhood) are your primary north/south avenues; major cross streets include Houston (it's pronounced HOWS-ton in this neck of the woods), Canal, Delancey, and Church streets (in the financial district). The world-famous Wall Street is in this area, but you'll be surprised to find it's pretty wimpy trafficwise, not a major thoroughfare at all.




[image: illustration]
 FAST FACT

The Avenue Q in the Tony Award-winning musical of the same name does not actually exist. The musical's authors invented it. Although the musical features fuzzy puppets reminiscent of Sesame Street characters, it deals with adult issues like sex that may be inappropriate for children.




Car Rentals

Renting a car in New York City is expensive. If you are flying in, your best bet is to pick up a car at the airport and try to get a package air/car deal. Also try the Internet for rates. From about $70 a day to $400 a week (prices vary greatly with the day of the week and date, size of car, location, and add-ons such as GPS and infant seats), a car in the city can be costly, with tolls, gas, and parking costs added to your rental expense. There is also insurance to worry about, which can run an additional $15 to $20 per day if you are not covered under your own policy or the credit card you rent the car with. And finally, there is a 13.375 percent tax on car rentals.

Knowing that driving in the city can be difficult and that parking is hard to come by, you might consider renting a car for only part of your stay if you want to venture outside of Manhattan. Make those rental arrangements before you arrive, and use the Internet, AAA, or any other memberships for discounts on rental cars. You should also book in advance, and be careful to reserve your pickup for a time you are fairly sure you can make — many Manhattanites don't have cars, so they rent on weekends, which means that New York City car rental companies do not hold cars past the scheduled pickup time, especially on weekends in the summer. Be sure to choose a major rental company with a good reputation and a good service record. Here are a few suggestions:


Alamo Rent A Car
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 1-800-327-9633
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 www.alamo.com



Avis Rent A Car
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 1-800-331-1212
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 www.avis.com



Budget Rent A Car
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 1-800-527-0700
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 www.budget.com



Dollar Rent-A-Car
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 1-800-800-4000
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 www.dollar.com



Enterprise Rent-A-Car
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1-800-261-7331
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 www.enterprise.com



Hertz
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 1-800-654-3131
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 www.hertz.com



National Car Rental
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 1-800-227-7368
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 www.nationalcar.com



Thrifty Car Rental




[image: illustration]
 1-800-847-4389
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 www.thrifty.com
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 TRAVEL TIP

If you are a member, you can rent a Zipcar in New York City. Zipcar (which recently merged with Flexcar) is a car-sharing network in more than a dozen cities in the United States and Canada. It is available in cities and college towns where people want to be able to drive but don't want to deal with the hassles of owning or leasing a car, paying for insurance, and finding parking. For information, visit www.zipcar.com.



You must be at least eighteen to drive a car in New York City. Many rental companies will either not rent to anyone under twenty-five or will add a surcharge to drivers under that age, so call to check on this policy. You also need a major credit card. Children under five or under forty pounds are required to ride in car seats, which you can rent from the rental car company (usually $10 extra per day). Have your reservation number ready when you get to the rental car window at the airport or at the rental car office. Don't let them talk you into a host of unnecessary extras.

If you can, fill the gas tank in advance (if the deal offered is a good one) rather than agreeing to the traditional “return the car with a full tank” routine, since finding gas stations in Manhattan is difficult. If you plan to pick up the car at one location and deposit it at another, arrange this with the rental car company ahead of time, particularly if you are traveling to another city. Sometimes there are drop-off charges.


Limos and Car Services

Limo services provide style and convenience, and New York, not surprisingly, has a gazillion limousine services that offer a range of transport options, from sedans to stretch limos and Hummers to vans, with rates to match. You can find a car for as little as $35 an hour for standard cars, but rates vary widely so call ahead and pick your price range. There is usually a minimum time requirement, and a 20 percent gratuity is added. Make sure the company gives you a waiting-time grace period if there is an airport pickup, and ask for a nonsmoking car if you want one. Here's a sampling of some major limousine and car services in the city that post their rates on the Internet:


Altour Limousine
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 212-897-5123
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 1-888-839-0300
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 www.altourlimo.com



Bermuda Limousine International
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 212-647-8400
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 1-800-223-1383
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 www.bermudalimo.com



Carmel Car and Limousine Service
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212-666-6666
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1-800-9CAR-MEL(922-7635)
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 www.carmellimo.com



Mirage
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718-937-6600
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1-800-464-7243
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 http://miragelimousine.com



New York Limousine Service
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 1-800-447-1955
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 www.nylimocoach.com



New York Luxury Limousines




[image: illustration]
718-251-2525
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1-800-228-3050
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 www.newyorkluxurylimo.com



Regency Limousine International
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1-866-302-2201
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 www.regencylimo.com



Tel Aviv Car & Limousine Service
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212-777-7777
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1-800-222-9888
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 www.telavivlimo.com



Vega Transportation
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718-507-0500
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1-888-507-0500
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 www.vegatransportation.com


Vega Transportation specializes in luxury wheelchair transport.

You can usually charge these trips on a credit card — in fact, many companies prefer it. Either way, if a gratuity is not included — although it usually is — always tip your driver 20 percent. Also be sure to ask the company whether it has limousines if that is what you are looking for. Some companies are limo services and others provide cars. It is not always implied by the title.


Mass Transit

The New York City subway system runs throughout four out of five boroughs (Staten Island is out of the loop), and buses run everywhere the trains don't. Both the subway and the bus system are operated by the Metropolitan Transit Authority (MTA). You can find information about fares as well as maps and suggested routes at the MTA's Web site (www.mta.info).

In Manhattan, the quickest way to travel is by subway. Buses, while slower, will get you where you want to go while giving you some views of the city. Bus and subway fares are $2 per person.
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 TRAVEL TIP

Don't leave the hotel without a subway map you can carry in your purse or pocket. You can always ask for one at a change booth or pick one up at one of the NYC & Company offices — there's one at 810 Seventh Avenue (between West Fifty-second and West Fifty-third streets). You can also request a map by calling 1-800-NYC-VISIT (692-8474) or 212-484-1222 (in town). Some hotels have the maps too.



Get MetroCards for Everyone

You'll need a MetroCard to ride the subway and bus. The fare for a single ride is $2. Buses take exact change; paper money, half-dollars, and pennies are not accepted. Unlimited-use MetroCards are the best deal, and there are several kinds. A single-day unlimited card — the Fun Pass — is $7.50; a seven-day pass is $25. You can also buy a Pay-Per-Ride card. The MTA adds an extra 15 percent to the card for every $7 you put on it.

MetroCards allow for free transfers between the subways and buses within two hours from the time the fare is paid. You will need a MetroCard for each member of the family — there are no discounts for students, and every person over the age of five pays full fare. If you have a Medicare card, you can get a reduced-fare MetroCard; show your card to the booth attendant. MetroCards can be purchased at subway vending machines, where you can use cash or credit card, or at more than 4,000 merchants citywide. The MetroCard will also get you discounts in some museums, restaurants, and shops.
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 FAST FACT

New York buses don't take paper money; it's not to be annoying, but because of technology. By far the largest transit system in the country, it has to empty the thousands of cash boxes with large vacuum hoses. This would shred paper currency.



Taking the Bus

New York City has the largest accessible fleet in the world (more than 4,500), all equipped for passengers with disabilities. Before you get on a bus, read the sign on the front that tells you where it is going. It's easy to get on the wrong bus, so ask if you are not sure. New Yorkers will be helpful. Drivers, although sometimes curt, will usually answer if you ask where the bus is going or at least point to the sign.

The concierge at your hotel or someone at the front desk can help you plan your route for the day and tell you which bus or subway will take you where you are headed. Also, watch for “limited” buses in Manhattan. These are buses that stop only at major intersections. If you find yourself at an express bus stop, you're in luck. When there is no traffic, a limited bus can get you where you want to go in a hurry, provided it stops near your destination. “Limited” buses are designated as such in the front window.

If you are traveling between 10 P.M. and 5 A.M., you can request the driver let you out anywhere along the route, so long as the driver thinks it's safe.

The Subway System

The New York City subway system is an intricate maze of underground tracks covering 660 miles in passenger use (and 840 miles total), zigzagging under four of the five boroughs. Initially constructed in the early 1900s, the subways carry more than 4.9 million passengers daily in some 6,200 subway cars that stop at 468 stations along 26 routes. It is the quickest, easiest, and cheapest way to get around the city.

Transferring from one train to another is free, provided the two trains connect at some point. Subway maps tell you the stations where multiple trains stop. During morning and evening rush hours (6–10 A.M. and 5–7 P.M.) the trains are very crowded, so try to travel at other times.
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 TRAVEL TIP

Security is a concern across the country. If you are using any New York public transport, heed the advice of authorities: “If you see something, say something.” Call 1-888-NYC-SAFE (692-7233). Check the MTA's Web site for more information: http://www.mta.info/mta/security/seesomething.htm.



You can plan numerous connections to take you where you want to go. Be aware, and follow the signs carefully. Finding your connection can be confusing at busy stations such as Forty-second Street or Union Square (Fourteenth Street) in Manhattan. Subway entrances often indicate “uptown only” or “downtown only,” meaning you need to cross the street and look for the train going in the other direction. If you pay attention, you won't join the many visitors (and locals, for that matter) who have taken the wrong train — it happens.
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 RAINY DAY FUN

A visit to the New York City Transit Museum is a unique experience for anyone who really loves trains. It tells how the 100-year-old system was built through displays of great antiques and artifacts. It also has one of the best museum shops in town, where you can get the signature subway map on a tie, a shirt, or even a shower curtain. Subway token jewelry is also available. For a preview, visit the museum Web site at www.transitmuseumstore.com.




New York's Subway Lines

New York City subway lines are designated with either a letter or a number and a color. They cover four of the five boroughs; Staten Island has its own Staten Island Railway system. Here are some popular destinations and the subway routes you can take to get there:


	
Brooklyn Bridge, South Street Seaport, or City Hall — take the A, C, J, M, Z, 2, 3, 4, or 5 train



	
Central Park West and the American Museum of Natural History — B or C train



	
Grand Central Terminal or East Forty-second Street (closest to the United Nations) — 4, 5, 6, 7, or (crosstown shuttle) train



	
Lincoln Center — 1 train



	
Macy's, Thirty-fourth Street area — B, D, F, N, Q, R, V, or W train



	
Metropolitan Museum of Art — 4, 5, or 6 train and walk two blocks west



	
Rockefeller Center — B, D, F, or V train



	
Shea Stadium — take the 7 train from Grand Central, or pick it up at Queensboro Plaza (not Queens Plaza)



	
Times Square — N, Q, R, S (crosstown shuttle), W, 1, 2, 3, or 7 train



	
Upper East Side of Manhattan or East Harlem — 4, 5, or 6 train



	
Upper West Side of Manhattan or Washington Heights — 1 or C train



	
Yankee Stadium — B, D, or 4 train





Keep in mind that you can transfer for free at stations where the lines intersect. A complete and updated map is provided on the inside cover of this book.


Going on Foot

One of the best ways to get around in Manhattan is to walk. Whether it's window shopping along Fifth Avenue or strolling the narrow streets of Little Italy, walking is a marvelous way to enjoy the sights and sounds of New York City. It also beats sitting in traffic.

One thing you must remember when walking is to look very carefully when stepping off a curb. Just because the light has changed does not mean a cab driver is going to stop — many take red lights as a mere suggestion. Bicycle messengers do not adhere to traffic laws and have been known to hit pedestrians. Always wait a moment before crossing, or follow the crowds of people at a busy intersection. Jaywalking is a fine art to New Yorkers, who spend years honing their skills.

If you have the luxury of not having to get somewhere on time, walking through New York City can be exhilarating. Times Square, Greenwich Village, Broadway, Fifth Avenue, Wall Street, the Upper East or West Sides — they all offer a host of stores, restaurants, street vendors, and excitement found nowhere else in the world. People watching is often half the fun. From a film crew to an A-list star to a clown or mime, you can spot just about anything and anybody on the streets of New York.

The city is an architectural paradise, effortlessly mixing cultures and periods. An ornate nineteenth-century church standing next to a sleek black-glass skyscraper, the outlines of a demolished “ghost building” on the outer wall of a standing structure, or a skyscraper wrapped around a small building whose owner wouldn't sell (Macy's on West Thirty-fourth Street is a famous example) are not at all uncommon — and great fun for the kids to look out for.
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 TRAVEL TIP

Although New York has made great strides in safety, it's generally not advised to ride the subways past 11 P.M., particularly if you're alone. If you are at a rather quiet, unoccupied subway station, once you enter through the turnstiles stand near the station booths or in the yellow designated waiting area toward the center of the platform. The city does have transit cops; however, there are more stations than cops, and more often than not the transit cops are busy watching the turnstiles rather than the platform.




Taking a Taxi

The best thing about taxis is that they are plentiful, at least in Manhattan, where more than 12,000 cabs drive zealously in pursuit of their next fare. They are available at all hours and get you places quickly. Taxi fares currently begin at $2.50 and increase $0.40 for every 
[image: illustration]
 mile when the cab's speed exceeds six miles per hour; otherwise the fare increases $0.40 every two minutes. There is a $1.00 surcharge for rides beginning between 4 P.M. and 8 P.M., and a $0.50 surcharge added between 8 P.M. and 6 A.M.


How to Hail a Cab

Outside of Manhattan, you need to call to get a taxi or car serice. In Manhattan, however, you can get a taxi through the concierge at your (or any) hotel, at a taxi stand, or, most commonly, by standing on the corner and signaling with your arm up. When you hail a cab, make sure the vehicle that responds is a yellow medallion cab. Do not get into a cab that is not licensed by the Taxi and Limousine Commission.

Be aggressive when hailing a cab, particularly in busy areas. Watch how New Yorkers do it; it's an art. The toughest times to get a taxi are during rush hour, in the rain, or at 4P.M., which is shift change for cab drivers. Many of them are anxious to get home after a twelve-hour day and will not pick up passengers. Their lighted Off Duty signs mean just that.

When a cab stops to pick you up, do not tell the driver where you are going until you are seated and the door is closed. Once inside, the cab driver cannot turn you away. If a cab driver attempts to turn you away, take down his number and report him to the Taxi and Limousine Commission, or call a police officer to intervene.

Clearly explain to the driver where you are going. Giving street coordinates, such as “Thirty-fourth Street and Fifth Avenue, please” is usually the best way to get where you want to go, better than giving a street address. If you are going to a well-known building, you can say so, such as “I'm going to Macy's.” As you would in any other car, make sure you and your children are secured in seat belts.
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 JUST FOR PARENTS

New York offers some hybrid taxis, and the entire fleet is scheduled to go green by 2012. The hybrid vehicles will cut the fleet's carbon emissions in half over the next decade and will represent thousands of dollars of savings in fuel costs.



At the End of the Ride

Have your money ready as you approach your destination. The driver gets the amount on the meter plus a tip (usually 15 percent). He or she may not ask for more, except for tolls incurred. Rules and rates are posted clearly in the back of the cab.

Watch carefully when getting out of a cab; the driver may leave you in a busy area, and bike messengers think nothing of zipping past a taxi on the passenger side. Look before getting out.

Check to make sure you take your belongings. When you pay, you should ask for a receipt — not only for your travel expense records, but also so you'll have the taxi ID number in case you leave something behind in the cab. Call the New York City Taxi and Limousine Commission at 311 or 212-639-9675 (or go online at www.nyc.gov /html/tlc) if you need to track down a lost article left in a taxi or lodge a complaint.
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 FAST FACT

SUV cabs have been introduced to the city. Still yellow, and still the same price, they carry up to six passengers. By law, regular cabs can only carry four passengers, and one of those has to sit in the front with the driver.




For People with Disabilities

New York, like the rest of the country, has become more and more accessible for people in wheelchairs. All newer buildings and many of the older ones are wheelchair accessible, and city buses pick up wheelchair passengers at the curb by lowering the steps in the back-door stairwell.

Most hotels, major tourist sites, and theaters provide access for wheelchairs or anyone who cannot climb stairs. It is advisable to call ahead and ask where the entrance is and how to navigate once inside. Facilities like Madison Square Garden and other arenas, theaters, and stores have elevators. When booking your hotel, you should inquire about accessibility as well as in-room facilities such as hand railings in the shower or bathtub. Newer hotels are more likely to meet the needs of people with disabilities than older ones.

One significant program that is designed to assist travelers with disabilities is called the Access Project. It is associated with Big Apple Greeters, a volunteer program that connects visitors with residents of the city for three- or four-hour personalized visits/tours. The Access Project works in conjunction with the New York Convention and Visitors Bureau and the Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities, the MTA, and other organizations to provide information and easy access to the sights, hotels, theaters, and transportation of New York City to people with a wide range of disabilities and mobility problems. The Access Project at Big Apple Greeter makes New York accessible to all visitors and can be reached at 212-669-3602, TTY 212-669-8273.

Other resources for travelers with disabilities include the following:


MTA (subway and bus) Travel Information Center
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 718-330-1234


MTA Information for People with Disabilities
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 718-596-8585

TTYS 
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 718-596-8273


TA NYC Transit, Access-a-Ride, Paratransit
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 877-337-2017 (local)
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 718-393-4999 (out of town)

TTYS 
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 718-393-4259


The Lighthouse (national service organization for the blind)
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 212-821-9200

TTYS 
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212-821-9713
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 www.lighthouse.org
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 JUST FOR PARENTS

There are two weekly publications for New York parents. You might want to call and ask for a copy of Big Apple Parent (212-315-0800) or New York Family (212-268-8600) before you leave, especially if you have young children. Issues of the publications can usually be found free in banks and kid-related stores once you arrive.




Able newspaper
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 516-939-2253
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 www.ablenews.com



New Mobility magazine
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 215-675-9133


Mayor's Office for People with Disabilities
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 212-788-2830

TTYS 
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212-788-2838
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 www.nyc.gov/mopd



The Andrew Heiskell Braille & Talking Book Library
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 212-206-5400

TTYS 
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212-206-5458
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 www.talkingbooks.nypl.org



Disability Rights
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 1-800-514-0301

TTY 
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 1-800-514-0383
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 www.ada.gov



Ambulette services



Papi's Ambulette Service
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 212-662-4094


Mobile Wood & Ambulette




[image: illustration]
 212-926-6210


Wheelchair Getaways
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 1-800-379-3750
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 718-375-0171
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 www.wheelchairgetaways.com/franchise/newyork_brooklyn



Vega Transportation
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 718-507-0500
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1-888-507-0500
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 www.vegatransportation.com



Tripway Services Ltd.
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 212-777-1277






End of sample
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New York City—like you've
never seen it before!

Five boroughs, two major league bascball teams, 12000 yellow
taxis, and more mustsee attractions than you can count—New York
City has it all. And The Everything® Fanily Guide to New York City,
3nd Ediion has all you need to make the most of your visit!

This one-stop resource is packed full of insider tips and

maps, including:

« Ellis Island, Statue of Liberty, + Central Park, Times Square,

Empire State Building,and  and Broadway
it + Coney Island, the Bronx

+ Greenwich Village, Soho, Zoo, sports stadiums,
Chinatown, and additional  sunny beaches, world-class
unique neighborhoods museums—and more!

Youll also find completely updated_ details on the best hotels,
restaurants, attractions, and shopping—plus quick and easy tips
for handling subways, taxis, and the city streets themselves. This
comprehensive reference is the one book you and your family need
o enjoy the city that never sieeps!
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