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introduction


For a child, the idea of having your very own pet to love and care for rarely becomes a reality, forever to stay a pipedream. However, children constantly continue to cry, ‘I need my own pet!’ – if only I had a coin for every time my children, ages seven, nine and twelve have uttered those words …


Well, entre nous, here is my very effective answer – knit and purl them one, or two, or more pets. And in answer to the type of pets that have been yearned for, and these have been numerous and change like the weather, I've designed patterns for a variety of familiar and unusual pets. They need only a little basic knitting knowledge and can be knocked-out to meet demands in very little time at all. And what's more, you don't have any vets bills or mess to contend with, or need to be constantly nagging – ‘can you clean out your pet's hutch/cage/ basket – now!’ A knitted pet for child or grown-up is the perfect solution!
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In this book there is an array – a veritable (knitted) pets shop – of creatures to knit, some with their own accessories, from a lolloping Labrador puppy to an inquisitive kitten and a docile ginger tom with his favourite knitted basket, the cutest of bunnies and the tiniest ponies to a multi-coloured chameleon and a … stegosaurus! There are also design hints on how to go about personalizing your own special pet.

All the pets are knitted with as few components as possible, many in one piece, and because many of them are so small only small amounts of yarn are needed – a great excuse for using up your stash! There are projects for beginners through to more challenging pieces for more advanced knitters. Each piece is patterned like a 3D sculpture – a slightly different method to the usual knitting of separate parts before sewing everything together.

This book was a joy to create. The pets are enormously satisfying for the knitter and the pet-loving/wanting child or adult. So now over to you. Which one first?

Enjoy!


[image: illustration]









little feathered friends


This project is just right for a beginner to get started on knitting pets.




RATING 
[image: illustration]




yarn
For each bird
Fingering-weight (4-ply) yarn
[image: illustration] ½ × 1¾oz (50g) ball for body (MC)
[image: illustration] oddment for beak (A)
[image: illustration] oddment for wings (C) (optional)

needles
[image: illustration] 4 × size 0 (2mm) double-pointed knitting needles

notions
For each bird
[image: illustration] 2 × ¼in- (6mm-) diameter toy safety eyes (or black yarn)
[image: illustration] Oddments of brown yarn for legs
[image: illustration] 50:50 sugar (or PVA adhesive) and water solution
[image: illustration] Scraps of fabric (optional)

gauge
17½ sts and 25 rows to 2in (5cm) of st st, using MC and size 0 (2mm) needles
Don't worry if the gauge is not exact – it doesn't matter if the birds are a little bigger or smaller than shown.

finished size
Approx. 5[image: ppp1-8.jpg]in (13cm) long × 2in (5cm) tall (although you can vary the length of the tail)




Rosey, Bluey and Sunny are sitting pretty in their Spring colours. Watch them flip and flap, but whatever you do don't tempt them with an open window – they might find their wings and fly away!

You can really let your imagination soar when choosing colours for your pretty little birds. Bluebirds, chaffinches or robins – the sky's the limit!





[image: illustration]


BIRD PATTERN


knitting notes

[image: illustration] The main part of the bird is worked in one piece from the beak to the tail.
[image: illustration] The birds are worked on double-pointed knitting needles working in the round. See the Techniques section for details.
[image: illustration] Do not use even safety eyes on toys for an infant, as they can be a potential choking hazard. Instead, embroider the eyes in place with thread.





BEAK, HEAD, BODY, WINGS AND TAIL

Cast on 3 sts, using A and size 0 (2mm) needles.


Row 1 (RS) K1, kfb, k1. 4 sts.


Row 2 P.


Row 3 K1, kfb twice, k1. 6 sts.


Row 4 P.


Row 5 K1, kfb, k2, kfb, k1. 8 sts.


Row 6 P.

Cut yarn. Change to MC and cont as follows:


Row 7 K.

Shape head


Row 8 Pfkb, k to last st, pkfb. 10 sts.


Row 9 Kfb, k4, M1, k4, kfb. 13 sts.


Row 10 P.


Row 11 Kfb, k2, kfb 7 times, k2, kfb. 22 sts.


Row 12 P.

Shape throat

Cast on 3 sts at beg of next 2 rows, so ending with a WS row. 28 sts.


Row 15 Divide sts: k8 onto n1, k12 onto n2, k8 onto n3. With RS facing, keeping gauge fairly tight on rnd 1, work in the rnd as follows:


Rnd 16 K28.


Rnd 17 [M1, k1] 6 times, k16, [M1, k1] 6 times. 40 sts.


Rnd 18 K40.


Rnd 19 K40.

Shape breast


Rnd 20 [M1, k1] 4 times, k32, [M1, k1] 4 times. 48 sts.


Rnd 21 K48.


Rnd 22 K48.

Shape back of head


Rnd 23 K22, k2tog, skpo, k22. 46 sts.


Rnd 24 K21, k2tog, skpo, k21. 44 sts.


Rnd 25 K44.


Rnd 26 K44.


Rnd 27 K2tog, k40, skpo. 42 sts.


Rnd 28 K42.


Rnd 29 K42.

Divide for wings


Rnd 30 K12, sl next st onto a safety pin, k16, sl next st onto a safety pin, k12. 40 sts.


Rnd 31 K13, sl next st onto same safety pin as previous rnd, k12, sl next st onto same safety pin as previous rnd, k13. 38 sts.


Rnd 32 K14, sl next st onto same safety pin as before, k8, sl next st onto same safety pin as before, k14. 36 sts.


Rnd 33 K15, sl next st onto same safety pin as before, k4, sl next st onto same safety pin as before, k15. 34 sts.
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Rnd 34 K34.


Rnd 35 K2tog, k30, skpo. 32 sts.


Rnd 36 K32.

Place marker.


Rnd 37 K, dec 1 st at beg and end of rnd. 30sts.


Rnd 38 K.

Rep last 2 rnds 3 times. 24 sts.

Shape tail


Rnd 45 K9, k2tog 3 times, k9. 21 sts.


Rnd 46 K21.


Rnd 47 K9, k3tog, k9. 19 sts.


Rnd 48 K19.


Rnd 49 Divide sts: k4 onto n1, k11 onto n2, k4 onto n3.


Rnd 50 K8, k3tog, k8. 17 sts.


Rnd 51 K17.


Rnd 52 K8, skpo, k7. 16 sts.

Work tail
K4 so that last 8 sts are on one needle. Sl rem 8 sts onto another needle. Kitchener stitch the two sets of sts tog. 8 sts.


Next row P.

Work 8 rows in st st (or more for a longer tail).

Bind off. Weave in end.


LEFT WING

*Rejoin yarn MC or C to 4 sts on one of the safety pins.


Row 1 (WS) P.

Work 2 rows in st st.


Row 4 (RS) Kfb, k2, kfb. 6 sts.


Row 5 P.


Row 6 Kfb, k to last st, kfb. 8 sts.


Row 7 P.

Rep last 2 rows once more. 10 sts.

Work 4 rows in st st. **


Row 14 (RS) K2tog, k to end. 9 sts.


Row 15 P.

Rep last 2 rows 6 times more. 3 sts.


Row 28 (RS) K3tog.

Fasten off. Weave in the end or use it to sew the wing against the tail.


RIGHT WING

Work as left wing from * to **. 10 sts.


Row 14 (RS) K to last 2 sts, k2tog. 9 sts.


Row 15 P.

Rep last 2 rows 6 times more. 3 sts.


Row 28 (RS) K3tog.

Fasten off. Weave in the end or use it to sew the wing against the tail.



MAKING UP

EYES

Following the manufacturer's instructions, snap the eyes in place on each side of the nose. Alternatively embroider the eyes with yarn.


[image: illustration]


BODY AND HEAD

Stuff the body, breast and head. Mattress stitch the beak and throat to close the seam.


LEGS [MAKE 2]

Cut a 9¾in (25 cm) length of brown yarn. Thread a 3in (8cm) length of brown yarn through a darning needle. Thread the short yarn through the longer one, splitting it 1½in (4cm) from one end. Pull the short length through, stopping when there is 1½in (4cm) of end and then take another st through the split yarn to secure.

Trim all three ends (claws) to the same length.

Use the same method to make a back claw, trimming one end close to the ‘knot’ at the join.

To stiffen the legs, make up a solution of equal quantities of sugar (or PVA adhesive, which will make the legs stiffer) and water. Paint or dip the solution onto the legs. Leave them to dry.

Sew the top end of each leg to the bottom of the bird, overstitching a few times to secure it. Bend the legs as required.


DIFFERENT OPTIONS
Cut an oval shape from fabric for the cap, wing or breast marking. Appliqué it in place, over-sewing with a matching thread.

Give your bird a different coloured face and/or work the tail as k1, p1 rib.









silkysoft snake


This snake is super simple for you to start knitting i-cord.




RATING 
[image: illustration]




yarn

Fingering-weight (4-ply) yarn

[image: illustration] ½ × 1¾oz (50g) ball in blue/green (MC)

needles

[image: illustration] 4 × size 2 (2.5mm) double-pointed knitting needles

notions

[image: illustration] 2 × ¼in- (6mm-) diameter toy safety eyes (or black yarn)

[image: illustration] Scrap of red fabric or ribbon

gauge

15 sts and 19 rows to 2in (5cm) in st st, using MC and size 2 (2.5mm) needles

Don't worry if the gauge is not exact – it doesn't matter if the snake is a little bigger or smaller than shown.

finished size

Work to the desired length




Silkysoft is a small snake, who will slither smoothly into your affections. She might be small, but she has a huge, colourful personality. Watch her slipping in and out of sleeves and fingerless gloves as if they were a super-soft jungle gym. This little charmer only eats sssweetsss (because I can't bear to keep frozen mice in my freezer!).

Make Silkysoft as long as you like and choose a piece of red ribbon or fabric to make her slippery tongue look life-like.





[image: illustration]


SNAKE PATTERN


knitting notes

[image: illustration] The snake is worked in one piece.
[image: illustration] She is worked on double-pointed knitting needles using the i-cord technique (see the Techniques section).
[image: illustration] If you are knitting for a very young child, embroider the eyes with thread instead of using toy eyes. Even safety eyes can be a choking hazard.




HEAD, BODY AND TAIL
Cast on 2 sts using MC and size 2 (2.5mm) needles.
Row 1 K2.
Work as i-cord as follows:
Slide sts to other end of needle without turning.
Keeping gauge tight, pull working yarn across the back of the i-cord.
Row 2 K1, M1, k1. 3 sts.
Row 3 K1, kfb, k1. 4 sts.
Row 4 K1, kfb twice, k1. 6 sts.
Row 5 K1, kfb, k2, kfb, k1. 8 sts.
Work as i-cord until the snake measures the desired length.
Shape head
With WS facing, cast on 4 sts.
Row 1 (WS) P.
Row 2 Cast on 4 sts, k to end. 16 sts.
Row 3 P.
Row 4 K3, k2tog, k6, skpo, k3. 14 sts.
Row 5 P2tog, p to last 2 sts, p2tog. 12 sts.
Row 6 K2, k2tog, k4, skpo, k2. 10 sts.
Row 7 P.
Row 8 K2, k2tog, k2, skpo, k2. 8 sts.
Row 9 P.
Row 10 K2, k2tog, skpo, k2. 6 sts.
Row 11 P.
Cut yarn and thread end through sts. Pull up tight and secure.

MAKING UP
Following the manufacturer's instructions, snap the eyes in place on each side of the nose. Alternatively, embroider the eyes with yarn.
Mattress stitch around the nose and the head.
Cut a V shape into the end of a strip of fabric or length of ribbon. Cut this tongue to the desired length and sew it to the end of the nose


[image: illustration]
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haughty hen trio


The hens' feet, wattles and feathery finery are a little bit fiddly, but otherwise the hens are easy to knit.




RATING 
[image: illustration]



yarn

For each hen

Lightweight (DK) yarn

[image: illustration] ½ × 1¾oz (50g) ball in ecru, grey or brown (MC)

[image: illustration] Oddment in grey marl (A)

Fingering-weight (4-ply) yarn

[image: illustration] Oddment in red (B)

[image: illustration] Oddment in yellow (C)

needles

[image: illustration] 4 × size 6 (4mm) double-pointed knitting needles

[image: illustration] 4 × size 3 (3mm) double-pointed knitting needles

notions

[image: illustration] 2 × ¼in- (6mm-) diameter toy safety eyes (or black yarn)

gauge

11 sts and 14 rows to 2in (5cm) of st st, using MC and size 6 (4mm) needles

Don't worry if the gauge is not exact – it doesn't matter if the hens are a little bigger or smaller than shown.

finished size

Approx. 11in (28cm) long × 6 in (15.5cm) tall (not including the legs)



You can call your hens Clucky, Plucky and Lucky if you wish, but these laying ladies very decidedly prefer Charlotte, Penelope (never Penny) and Lavinia! Quite. They do have a certain sophisticated air about them – proud of their eggs and delighted by their fancy feathers.

The hens are knitted in pure wool and the tweedy look of the brown and grey yarns particularly recreates the colours of real feathers. Choose any yarn that will give the hens a similar rustic quality.




[image: illustration]


WHITE HEN PATTERN


knitting notes

[image: illustration] The main pattern is for the white hen. The grey hen is worked with just bottom tail feathers, the brown hen with just top tail feathers.
[image: illustration] The main part of the hen is worked in one piece from the tail to the head.
[image: illustration] The hens are worked on double-pointed knitting needles using the techniques i-cord and working in the round.
[image: illustration] Even safety eyes can present a choking hazard for a very young child. So, instead of using toy eyes, embroider the eyes with thread.
[image: illustration] Once you've mastered the techniques, try knitting with one size smaller needles to give a tighter fabric that gives stuffing no chance to show through.




TAIL, BODY, NECK AND HEAD
Cast on 3 sts using MC and size 6 (4mm) needles.
Row 1 K3 and work as i-cord as follows:
Slide sts to other end of needle without turning.
Keeping gauge tight, pull working yarn across the back of the i-cord.
Row 2 Kfb, k1, kfb. 5 sts.
Row 3 K.
Row 4 Kfb, k3, kfb. 7 sts.
Row 5 K.
Row 6 Kft, k5, kfb. 9 sts.
Turn, so WS facing.
Sl 9 sts p-wise, dividing them equally onto 3 needles.
Turn, so RS facing.
Place a marker at beg of row 1.
With RS facing, keeping gauge fairly tight on first rnd, work in the rnd as follows:
Rnd 7 (RS) [Kfb, k2] 3 times. 12 sts.
Rnd 8 K.
Shape tail
Rnd 9 [Kfb, k3] 3 times. 15 sts.
Rnd 10 K.
Rnd 11 [Kfb, k4] 3 times. 18 sts.
Rnd 12 K.
Rnd 13 [Kfb, k5] 3 times. 21 sts.
Rnd 14 K.
Rnd 15 [Kfb, k6] 3 times. 24 sts.
Rnd 16 K.
Rnd 17 [Kfb, k7] 3 times. 27 sts.
Rnd 18 K.
Rnd 19 [Kfb, k8] 3 times. 30 sts.
Work 5 rows in garter st.
Shape body
Rnd 25 [K4, M1] 3 times, k1, skpo, k2tog, k1, [M1, k4] 3 times. 34 sts.
Rnd 26 Kfb, k14, k2tog twice, k14, kfb.
Rnd 27 [K4, M1] 3 times, k3, skpo, k2tog, k3, [M1, k4] 3 times. 38 sts.
Rnd 28 Kfb, k16, k2tog twice, k16, kfb.
Rnd 29 [K4, M1] 3 times, k5, skpo, k2tog, k5, [M1, k4] 3 times. 42 sts.
Divide sts: 11 sts onto n1, 20 sts onto n2, 11 sts onto n3.
Rnd 30 Kfb, k18, k2tog twice, k18, kfb.
Rnd 31 [K4, M1] 3 times, k7, skpo, k2tog, k7, [M1, k4] 3 times. 46 sts.
Work feathers
Place a marker at beg of next rnd.
Rnd 32 K2, *p2, k2, rep from *.
Rnd 33 P2, *k2, p2, rep from *.
Rnd 34 P2, *k2, p2, rep from *.
Rnd 35 K2, *p2, k2, rep from *.
Rep rnds 26–29 3 times more.
Shape neck
Rnd 48 Skpo, k2tog, k38, k2tog, skpo. 42 sts.
Rnd 49 Skpo, k2tog, k16, [M1, k1] twice, M1, k16, k2tog, skpo. 41 sts.
Rnd 50 Skpo, k2tog, k16, M1, k1, M1, k16, k2tog, skpo. 39 sts.
Rearrange work so 16 sts on n1, 7 sts on n2, 16 sts on n3.
Rnd 51 Skpo, k2tog, k15, M1, k1, M1, k15, k2tog, skpo. 37 sts.
Rnd 52 Skpo, k2tog, k14, M1, k1, M1, k14, k2tog, skpo. 35 sts.
Rnd 53 Skpo, k2tog, k13, M1, k1, M1, k13, k2tog, skpo. 33 sts.
Rnd 54 Skpo, k2tog, k12, M1, k1, M1, k12, k2tog, skpo. 31 sts.
Rnd 55 Skpo, k2tog, k11, M1, k1, M1, k11, k2tog, skpo. 29 sts.
Rnd 56 Skpo, k2tog, k10, M1, k1, M1, k10, k2tog, skpo. 27 sts.
Rnd 57 Skpo, k2tog, k9, M1, k1, M1, k9, k2tog, skpo. 25 sts.
Turn, so WS facing.
Cont in st st as follows:
Divide for wattle
Row 58 (WS) P25 onto 1 needle (this pulls gauge at the neck a little).
Cont with 2 needles.
Row 59 (RS) skpo, k2tog, k to last 4 sts, k2tog, skpo. 21 sts.
Row 60 P.
Rep last 2 rows once more. 17 sts.
Row 63 (RS) K8, skpo, k to end. 16 sts.
Row 64 P.
Row 65 Skpo, k5, k2tog, k to last 2 sts, k2tog. 13 sts.
Row 66 P.
Row 67 Skpo, k3, k3tog, k3, k2tog. 9 st.
Row 68 P.
Row 69 Skpo, k1, k3tog, k1, k2tog. 5 sts.
Row 70 P2tog, p1, p2tog. 3 sts.
Cut MC and join yarn C.
Cont to work as i-cord.
Row 71 (RS) K.
Row 72 K.
Row 73 K3tog.
Fasten off.

COMB
Cast on 10 sts using B and size 3 (3mm) needles.
Row 1 (RS) K.
Row 2 P.
Make picot edge
Row 3 Picot 5, k1, picot 4, k1, picot 3, k1, picot 2, k1, picot 1, k1.
Make sure all picots are on RS.
Row 4 P.
Row 5 K.
Bind off k-wise.

WATTLE
Cast on 4 sts using B and size 3 (3mm) needles.
Row 1 (RS) Kfb, k2, kfb. 6 sts.
Row 2 P.
Row 3 Kfb, k to last st, kfb. 8 sts.
Rep last 2 rows 4 times more. 16 sts.
Row 12 (WS) P.
Row 13 Kfb, k3, [M1, k4] 3 times. 20 sts.
Row 14 P.
Row 15 Kfb, k4, [M1, k5] 3 times. 24 sts.
Row 16 P.
Row 17 K8, turn.
Row 18 Sl 1, p6, turn.
Row 19 Sl 1, k5, turn.
Row 20 Sl 1, p4, turn.
Row 21 Sl 1, k20 to end.
Row 22 Sl 1, p6, turn.
Row 23 Sl 1, k5, turn.
Row 24 Sl 1, P4, turn.
Row 25 Sl 1, k6 to end.
Bind off k-wise.

LEGS (MAKE 2)
Cast on 5 sts using C and size 3 (3mm) needles.
Row 1 K.
Work as i-cord until work measures 2in (5cm).
Divide for claws
Claw 1 Kfb in 1st st, using a 3rd needle. *Work on these 2 kfb sts as i-cord until claw measures [image: ppp7-8.jpg]in (2cm). K2tog.
Bind off. Weave in end**.
Claw 2 RS facing, rejoin C to rem 4 sts. Kfb into next st. Rep from * to **.
Claw 3 Rep as for claw 2.
Back claw RS facing, rejoin C to rem 2 sts. Kfb twice.
Work on these 4 sts as i-cord until claw measures [image: ppp7-8.jpg]in (2cm). K2tog twice, k2tog.
Bind off.


[image: illustration]



[image: illustration]

TOP TAIL FEATHERS
Cast on 10 sts using MC and size 6 (4mm) needles.
Row 1 (RS) K.
Row 2 Sl 1, [k1, yfd, k2tog] twice, k1, yon twice, k1, yon twice, k1.
Row 3 [K2, p1] twice, k2, [yfd, k2tog, k1] twice.
Row 4 Sl 1, [k1, yfd, k2tog] twice, k7.
Row 5 Bind off 4 sts, k3, [yfd, k2tog, k1] twice.
Rows 2–5 form the feathered edge. Rep them 12 times more.
Bind off k-wise.
With RS facing, pick up and k27 across straight edge.
Row 67 (WS) P12, p3tog, p to end. 25 sts.
Row 68 Kfb, k10, k3tog, k10, kfb.
Row 69 P11, p3tog, p to end. 23 sts.
Row 70 Kfb, k9, k3tog, k9, kfb.
Row 71 P10, p3tog, p to end. 21 sts.
Row 72 Kfb, k8, k3tog, k8, kfb.
Bind off k-wise.

BOTTOM TAIL FEATHERS
Cast on 5 sts using A and size 6 (4mm) needles.
Row 1 (RS) K.
Row 2 K2, M1, k3.
Row 3 K4, M1, k2.
Row 4 K3, M1, k4.
Row 5 K5, M1, k3.
Row 6 Bind off 4 sts, k to end.
Rows 1–6 form the feathered edge. Rep them 9 times more.
Bind off k-wise.
With RS facing, pick up and k33 across straight edge.
Row 62 (WS) P15, p3tog, p to end. 31 sts.
Row 63 Kfb, k13, k3tog, k13, kfb.
Row 64 P14, p3tog, p to end. 29 sts.
Row 65 Kfb, k12, k3tog, k12, kfb.
Row 66 P13, p3tog, p to end. 27 sts.
Row 67 Kfb, k11, k3tog, k11, kfb.
Row 68 P12, p3tog, p to end. 25 sts.
Row 69 Kfb, k10, k3tog, k10, kfb.
Row 70 P11, p3tog, p to end. 23 sts.
Row 71 Kfb, k9, k3tog, k9, kfb.
Row 72 P10, p3tog, p to end. 21 sts.
Row 73 Kfb, k8, k3tog, k8, kfb.
Bind off k-wise.


MAKING UP
FACE
Weave in the yarn end at the tip of the beak. Thread a darning needle with yarn C and work straight stitches to make a star shape for the eye on each side of the head. Using yarn C, make a few straight stitches at the top of the beak.
Following the manufacturer's instructions, snap the eyes in the centre of the eye markings. Alternatively, embroider the eyes with yarn.


[image: illustration]


HEAD AND BODY
Stuff the head and body through the opening at the front of the neck.
Using yarn MC, close the opening with mattress stitch.

COMB AND WATTLE
Join the row ends of the comb.
Sew the comb to the top of the head with the largest picot towards the back.
Sew on the wattle, with the bind-off end under the beak. Run a couple of gathering stitches from the bind-off end and draw up to give shape to the wattle.

FEATHERS
Whip stitch the edging of the top tail feathers halfway between the top of the tail shaping and the moss stitch pattern on the body.
Sew the bottom tail feathers beneath.

LEGS
Sew the legs to the underside of the hen.






End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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