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INTRODUCTION
 GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS!


This book is a celebration of the female form in all its sexy and sultry allure, from cute and campy to outright lurid exploitation, as shown in the cover illustrations of paperbacks and magazines from the vintage era of the 1950s and 1960s. Here you will view an amazing assortment of exciting cover images painted by some of the most talented and collectible artists of the last fifty years.

The female image has been heralded since time immemorial as the epitome of grace and beauty, as well as the well-spring of sex and sexual desire. That sexiness and the beauty of the female form graced thousands of covers during the vintage era in magnificent and titillating artwork created with one goal — to entice the male reader to notice, and then purchase, that paperback or magazine. The fact that these artists were so successful will be ably and amply demonstrated in this book, which shows many of the best covers ever done for American, Canadian, British and even Australian publications.
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These are the lustful, passionate and sometimes lurid and violent cover art motifs that got the pulse going of the prospective book buyer as he viewed these publications when they were originally displayed on newsstands.

These images are still effective and powerful today. In this book you will thrill to scenes showing sexy, semi-dressed pin-ups, dangerous bad girls and deadly femme fatales, fearful women in peril, as well as sex, lust, violence and passion expressed in fights and conflicts of all types, and some even more esoteric fetish-type covers. Lastly, there is a selection of sexy and romantic “heated embrace” covers, which are full of wild lust and fiery passion, and maybe even…some honest to goodness romantic love.

Many of the cover images in this book have never been seen before by the general public and come from a plethora of uncommon publications, all presented to thrill you with their wonderful concepts and images.

This book presents some of the most outstanding and amazing covers ever created by some of the best artists of the era. Each of these masters of illustration were tried-and-true professionals, most classically trained artists who knew how to draw the beauty of the female form to perfection and also tell a story in their art that presented raw primitive passion, heart-throbbing sexual desire and sometimes stark violence. Always titillating, often lurid, definitely not politically correct nor for the faint of heart, the images presented in this book were created by artists who show women in all their sexy, sassy, and sinful best!
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The cover images themselves have been drawn from many sources. To begin with, I have included some examples of American mass-market paperback covers by many of the major publishers. These offer some amazing images that are perennially popular and always eye-catching. The men's adventure magazines of the '50s and '60s (commonly known as “sweat mags”) give us some truly over-the-top covers. The digest-size paperbacks of the early 1950s offer really sexy artwork, while their cousins, the crime digest magazines of the '50s and '60s, show outstanding images of bad girl and violent crime art.

The soft-core adult paperbacks of the 1960s (commonly known as “sleaze” for obvious reasons) are amply represented and display a lower-rung version of sex and sexual desire in the paperback cover. The art is rougher and often extreme, but in some ways there lies the real charm. I have also included offerings from Canada, Britain and Australia. For instance, an amazing and diverse selection of British “gangster” digest covers have been included, with art drawn by the famous Reginald Heade and others. These are some of the hottest collectibles in the paperback market today. Many of these British book covers, and those from Canada and Australia, have never been seen in such a book before so their inclusion here offers something entirely new and unique for fans and collectors to enjoy. Simply put, the cover art and titles are a hoot!

You may notice some crossover in image motifs from one chapter to another, as some cover art could just as easily fall into the pin-up, street-walker, bad girl or femme fatale chapters — or perhaps even all four! I have tried to divide the images by cover motif into chapters that focus as near to the definitions of each as practicable and possible. I think this works well. I hope you agree.

Much of the cover art on these books was unsigned, or the artist's signature was cropped out of the book cover. That means the cover artist for many books are unknown today. For instance, popular paperback cover artist Robert Maguire told me that after years of having his name cropped out, he learned to sign very high on the painting so his name would always be seen. In this book every effort has been made to identify the cover artist, but in too many cases this can only be done when the artist himself confirms he did a particular cover. Unfortunately, many of these artists have passed away and so has their knowledge. I have had the fortune of knowing many of these artists and share some of their observations and stories with you.
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Along with each cover image, captions include such information as the book title, author, cover artist, where known, publisher and book number, and date of publication. For each book, price values are listed in Good, Very Good and Fine condition.

Within each chapter, covers are organized alphabetically by artists' last names, with those covers by unknown artists coming after. Covers are also organized by date of publication, to show how cover art progressed over the years.

Obviously these books were popular with male readers at the time they appeared, but today, a growing group of collectors — both male and female — are amazed by the images and enjoy them immensely. These images are cute, sexy, campy, fun and often quite amusing. The original artwork — one-of-a-kind scarce paintings — is also highly collected and regularly fetches thousands of dollars in auctions. However, it is the books and magazines themselves, printed in the tens of thousands of copies but becoming increasingly scarce, that are avidly sought today by fans and collectors because they offer an economical opportunity to enjoy and own so many wonderful examples of this cover art.
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Many people around the world have amassed large collections of these books and get great satisfaction and enjoyment from them, and many of the books in top condition can sell for hefty prices in the collector's market.

Lastly, a book like this could not be published without the help and support of many people. I would like to take this opportunity to thank fellow book people Dan Roberts, Philip Har-bottle, Steve Holland and Chris Eckhoff for their contributions, as well as the fine people at Krause Publications: Paul Kennedy, Joe Kertzman, and my editor Kristine Manty. Joe's support and vision on this project was particularly important. Lastly, I would like to thank my wife, the young and lovely Lucille, whose support and advice made this all possible.
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Now grab yourself a cool drink and brace yourself to meet these sexy, sassy and sinful dames, dolls and delinquents!

Gary Lovisi
 Brooklyn, New York
 August 2008








THE ARTISTS AND THEIR ART

The publishers of the day understood how important cover art was to getting their paperback books and magazines noticed at the newsstand. It was an era when every publication was in sharp competition with each other for rack space and the buyer's eye, so cover art really had to be eyecatching. That almost always meant a beautiful, sexy, and often semi-dressed, young woman on the cover.

The illustrators who created the cover art on these publications were often given very explicit directions, right down to the color of hair and facial expressions.

Few artists were told in more general terms to just turn in a painting as simple as a girl with a gun. Sometimes the gun was pointed at the guy, but sometimes the guy lay dead at her feet.

Robert Maguire, one of the finest and most popular artists of the vintage era and one whose works are very much collected today, was such a consummate professional with a long track record that he used to get minimal art direction for his covers.

Mostly his request for a cover painting was just as simple as a woman with a gun, but once in a while he would get anything from a short one-paragraph synopsis, to a more detailed full-page plan for the cover art. This was usually from the art director but occasionally it would come from the editor. Maguire then went on to produce a “rough,” which was a preliminary small color painting, usually about 5 by 9 inches in size. He called these his “studies.”

Then Maguire would submit the study to the publisher and if approved, he would hire models and have photos taken of the main subjects in the painting. Sometimes he would take the photos himself; earlier on he would hire a photographer or go to a photo studio, all paid for by the publisher.

Once this was done, he would do a full-size sketch that he filled in with paint. Many of the vintage-era artists like Maguire, and his contemporaries such as Robert McGinnis, Walter Popp and Rudy Nappi, worked this way. McGinnis, well known for his luscious and fashionably lovely women, also worked from photos of models. Other top artists for this era of paperbacks such as James Meese, Rudolph Belarski, Harry Barton, James Avati and Lou Marchetti also created cover paintings in ways quite similar.
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A Maguire original art “study.”

Cover artist Mitchell Hooks told me that in the early 1950s, “Absolutely every book had to have a sexy cover. It didn't matter what the book was, it could have been a cook book, it had to have a woman on the cover with prominent bosoms.”

Rudy Nappi told me he didn't really like painting the sexy girl covers he did on many digest-size paperbacks, but he was a working artist and he took whatever jobs came along to provide for his family. Today, Nappi is known for his fine children's cover illustrations for Scholastic Books, as well as having done over 100 covers of the legendary Nancy Drew mystery books.

Sometimes the artist could cut out the time and expense of models and photography (again, the publishers paid for this expense, but not always), by recycling photos from previous shoots, or even using photos cut from newspapers and magazines.

Famed artist Louis S. Glanzman put together research books he called his “morgue” in which he collected just such images by topic and subject so that when he needed a specific image, he would know just where he could find it.

Walter Popp had the same type of file system for images. It sure made the artist's job easier. Maguire's file system allowed him to borrow sketches and photos used to create previous paintings (some used, others not) that might work well in a new painting he was working on at the time.

Sometimes publishers would re-use another artist's cover painting and have it modified for the new cover. Some collectors delight in finding books with the same model posed from another book — or clearly from the same photo session.

Glanzman was always given creative authority to do covers his own way. He didn't use professional models, just images from his mind and his morgue. When I asked him if he ever had an art director tell him how to do a painting, he laughed and said, “Oh, no, he'd better not!”

Unlike cover paintings by American artists, many British cover artists, like Reginald Heade and Denis McLoughlin, incorporated the title of the book and the author's name into the cover art painting.

These cover paintings are essentially enlarged versions of the book covers, sans publisher name, logo and cover price. However, some of the British cover paintings also included this information so they are exact longer versions of the book cover itself.

In The Hardboiled Art of Denis McLoughlin (1994), McLoughlin said, “I detest having lettering placed over the picture afterwards with an overlay. I like to think of work as one entity.”

And out of the hundreds of covers he did, only one, The Crumpled Cup by Henry Kane, was with an overlay showing author name and book title. Why? Because publisher Tom Boardman wanted to give the original painting to Kane and he didn't want lettering on it — that was because the woman model was also Kane's girlfriend!

Some of the other popular British cover artists beside Reginald Heade, Denis McLouglin, H.W. Perl and Philip Mendoza, included Ray Theobald, Mickelwright, Roger Davis, J. Pollack, and three mystery men who signed their covers with only initials.

Australian artist Stanley Pitt did nice work, mostly science fiction covers, but he did do some sexy girl covers early on. Swedish artist Bertil Hegland turned in some wonderful hard-boiled femme fatale cover art on Swedish reprints of American and British hard-boiled crime classics.

In the sleaze area, Gene Bilbrew had hot and cold days and some works were more effective than others. I'm sure that on one of his off days he did the cover for Passion Psycho (P. 196), but he was totally “on” for Sorority Snob (P. 200).

Eric Stanton, Bill Ward, Bill Alexander, Paul Rader, Robert Bonfils, Bill Edwards and Doug Weaver all turned in wonderful sexy sleaze covers that are avidly collected today.

Alberto Vargas, one of the most famed artists (he didn't do paperback covers, but his calendars and Playboy pin-ups are classics), offered three rules when designing a cover for an article published in Figure Quarterly, circa 1950.

“My father drummed into me a few simple rules.” (His father was Peru's most famous photographer). In a nutshell they were:


	
Think about your subject, trying to visualize the most interesting angle.



	
Prepare your model carefully with patience until you achieve the pose that feels right.



	
Find something unique; something that expresses your feelings alone, in each subject.





Vargas began his art by making a thumb-nail sketch. After this he made a full-size tissue-paper drawing about 20 by 30 inches in size. Then he transferred it onto an art board for the finished drawing.

All the artists of this era were masters who created works that have continued to thrill and amaze everyone who collects the classic paperbacks and magazines that showcase this wonderful art. However, some collectors go farther: they seek the original paintings.








ORIGINAL ART

The original art used on vintage paperbacks and magazines has become highly collectible today. These one-of-a-kind masterpieces are avidly sought after, but they can be expensive and they do not remain long on the market when they come up for sale.

Here is a short selection of original art with book or magazine covers that compliment some of the cover art motifs shown in the various chapters of this book.
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Ballyhoo magazine cover art by Vibart.

Sexy pin-up dolls shown in Chapter 1 offer many beautiful images. The cover painting for the vintage-era British magazine, Ballyhoo, is no exception. This cute, sexy, ice-skating gal evokes the style of Reginald Heade or perhaps H.W. Perl, in the best pin-up tradition, but is by Vibart. Vibart included the title in the painting.

I have been unable to find a copy of the rare magazine the painting was done for circa 1945–50. Having a copy of the actual paperback or magazine your original art appeared on always increases the value of that art and lends perspective and provenance to the art. However, sometimes it can be a challenge to find the book where the painting was used.

Sultry streetwalkers are the subjects of Chapter 2 and cover images by Robert McGinnis are always sexy, sultry and posed in a provocative manner. The painting shown here is a copy by Lucille Cali who recreated this McGinnis masterful painting which was originally used on Target: Mike Shayne by Brett Halliday (Dell Book #D355) back in 1962. Copies and recreations are one way fans and collectors can enjoy original art, and a way talented newer artists show homage to the great classic illustrators. The original McGinnis painting might cost you anywhere from $10,000 to $20,000, while such a recreation could cost a couple hundred dollars. Recreations and copies should always be clearly labeled as such.
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Target: Mike Shayne, Dell paperback, cover art by Robert McGinnis.
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Target: Mike Shayne cover art recreation by Lucille Cali.

Another example of one artist inspired by the work of another is the painting by Sergio Giovine, which recreates a famous Rafael DeSoto pulp magazine cover painting. Giovine did this pulp-inspired painting as a sample to show paperback publishers when he was just beginning illustration work in the early 1980s.
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Sergio Giovine pulp art recreation painting.

Bad girl delinquents abound in Chapter 3 and the original painting for Gutter Girl is a perfect example. It shows a tough doll, a juvenile delinquent babe who is conveniently semi-dressed, leering at you with a dangling cigarette from her lips — the quintessential bad girl. The artist here is unknown. This beautiful painting appeared on Gutter Girl, a paperback original from Beacon Books (#B306, 1960) written by Leo Rifkin and Tony Norman, valued at $10–$20–$45.
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Gutter Girl original art by an unknown artist.
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Gutter Girl paperback cover.

Deadly femme fatales are the subject of Chapter 4 and the original painting used on Mike ShayneMystery Magazine, October 1965, by art legend Rudy Nappi is one of the best.

Nappi shows us a deadly doll holding a smoking gun, the intent look on her face lets you know she's a serious dame, and you cross her at your peril.

Nappi did many of the Nancy Drew mystery covers and I think you can see her in this image. It's subtle, yet no doubt a deadly, mature Nancy Drew! This magazine is valued at $8–$15–$40.
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Rudy Nappi's original art for Mike Shayne Mystery Magazine.
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Mike Shayne Mystery Magazine cover, October 1965 issue.
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James Meese's original painting for Web Detective.

Women in peril form the basis of the images seen in Chapter 5. The James Meese original art used on the cover for Web Detective Stories, September 1959, shows a man and women in heated conflict. Peril, and perhaps worse, is imminent by their struggle and shown in her terrified face. Meese was another masterful artist whose work is thought of quite highly today. This painting was later re-used in 1963 on the cover of an issue of Mike Shayne Mystery Magazine, but skewed to show a different orientation. Cover paintings were often re-used, sometimes a painting used on one book or magazine might be discovered to have been used on an earlier edition, a later edition, or both. Art might also be cropped, skewed, reversed, or enlarged or over painted when it was re-sued. Values on this digest-size magazine run $15–$25–$75.
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Web Detective magazine cover, September 1959 issue.

Women and violence are the basis for the images seen in Chapter 6 and the cover art for Wild Girl by an unknown artist fits that cover motif perfectly.

Here we see a bold sexy babe in too-short blue dress, in the background a hot biker chick, while two women are seen punching each other in a jail cell. This rings all the bells: sexy leg art, girl on motorcycle, women in prison, a cat-fight, who knows what else…

This original art was done for the video box of Wild Girl, a direct-to-video B-movie from 1985. Interestingly, the artist did two versions of this art. The original painting shows the gal's dress even shorter, with her behind showing.

In the version that was used for the video box, the artist used an acetate overlay to add a couple of inches to the dress, censoring the art to cover the woman's buttocks.

This is one example of a more modern painting in this genre and this video box cover art perfectly fits this motif.
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Wild Girl film video box cover.
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Wild Girl original art with censoring overlay.
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Wild Girl original art without overlay.

Heated embraces are the subjects of Chapter 9 and the original painting for Savage Love fits that definition perfectly. This subtle, yet steamy, scene shows a lovely young woman in the sway of a man beginning to wrap his arms around her and embrace her from behind. It is passionate and by the look on the woman's face she is completely in his power. Savage Love by Mark Ryan, a pseudonym of Robert Silverberg (Bedside Book #976), was published in 1960.Values run $10–$25–$50.

Collecting original vintage cover art offers many challenges, financially as well as logistically, but also many pleasures. However, it is the paperback books and the magazines themselves that offer most of us the widest variety and most economical opportunity to own examples of this art. Today, these paperbacks and magazines are looked at and enjoyed as lovely mini posters of classic collectible art and this book showcases some of the best, most wild and sexy cover images ever seen.
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Savage Love original painting.
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Savage Love paperback from 1960.








CONDITION, VALUES AND PSEUDONYMS

The overall physical condition of a paperback or magazine is the major indictor of its value. Like any other antique or collectible item, the better the condition, the higher the value. This is a trend that has been ongoing for decades and shows no sign of declining in the collectors market and the collectible book market in particular.

Another important indicator of value is recognition of the law of supply and demand. When demand is high and supply is low, prices will rise. When you link that knowledge to an item in the best possible condition, that item can obtain a high value, even a premium, sometimes double or even triple the stated value in some auctions.

However, being able to accurately “grade” a collectible paperback or magazine as to condition is probably the most important aspect in determining its value. Note that the condition of the cover art on the items shown in this book is of paramount importance to their value. Any flaws or damage that effect the cover art in any way will take away from the desirability of the book, lowering the condition, and hence lessening the value.

The next indicators of value are the author and cover artist. Books by certain authors, especially in the crime field, are collectible regardless of the cover art. Likewise, certain cover artists are highly collectible regardless of the author.






End of sample
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