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INTRODUCTION



Welcome to The Everything® KIDS’ Learning French Book! This book is designed to help you learn French the fun way—using topics that are of interest to you, simple explanations, and exercises and games to test your skills.

Learning a new language is like opening a door to a whole new world. You step through that door, and discover new ideas, sights, and sounds. You learn about how other people live and think. The similarities among all peoples remind us how we’re all very much alike, and the differences remind us that the world is a big, interesting place, just waiting to be discovered.

French kids are like kids anywhere—they go to school, play with friends, enjoy favorite foods, and watch movies. But they also have some things that make them different.

French kids are, well, French, which means they speak a language and live in a culture that is different in some ways from other languages and cultures. After school, they might put a bar of chocolate between two pieces of bread, and call it pain-au-chocolat (“chocolate bread”). American kids usually don’t do that, but they might want to try it one day, since it’s so good!

But no matter where they grow up, kids all around the world learn languages the same way. They begin with the alphabet and the numbers. Then they add vocabulary, one word at a time. “Hi,” “please,” “thank you,” and “goodbye” are the first words to learn in any language. Little by little, the vocabulary begins to add up. Put a few words together, and you make a phrase. Eventually, you make full sentences. Before you know it, you’re having a conversation.

Learning a language is a lot like playing with a building block toy. You have your favorite blocks, and you learn to arrange them. You might use the blocks to build a beautiful castle. Then you can take the castle apart and use the same blocks to build a huge hotel. Words work like that, too. You can use them in different ways to suit your purpose.

Take the verb, “to want,” for example. In French it’s vouloir. You may want ice cream. Or you may want louder music. Or you may want a new CD, a ticket to a movie, or… sleep! Vouloir is one of the first verbs you’ll learn in this book, so you can tell someone what you want!

Having some building blocks is essential, but you also have to know how to put those blocks together. You don’t want to build a castle that you have to hold up with both hands! You want it to stand up solidly on its own.

Using words to build sentences requires know-how. Grammar—the rules that hold language together—helps you use words in order to get the effect you want. You don’t need to learn a lot of grammar rules to communicate clearly; you just need a few.

This book gives you the basics to get started. As you go on to study French, you’ll continue to learn about the language so that you can build more elaborate sentences. The more French you understand, the more the door opens onto a new world. French is a very rich, complex language, full of surprises. It’s also a fun language to learn and to speak.

So “let’s get going.” Or, as the French would say, Allons-y!



CHAPTER 1 
Let’s Get Started!—Allons-y!
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Getting to Know French—A la rencontre du français



You already know some French! Maybe you’ve had a chance to eat Brie, a French cheese? Or have you gone to a matinée? Do you know any brunettes? And you certainly know what dessert is, don’t you? How about a chocolate éclair?



Some French words are so much a part of English that we don’t think of them as French; we think of them as English. The two languages are old friends, after all. Both English and French partly grew out of an ancient language called Latin, spoken over two thousand years ago.



As English developed over the last 600 years, it borrowed a lot of words from French. Some of them, like “imagination,” are so familiar it’s hard to “imagine” they were ever French! But many English words that we use all the time have French origins.



Luckily, the shared words usually mean the same thing in both French and English. Here is a list of some you know:





• art



• ballet



• blond



• biscuit



• corduroy



• crayon



• denim



• dentist



• fruit



• mayonnaise



• menu



• niece



• omelet



• petite



• pioneer



• portrait



• rectangle



• restaurant



• somersault



• tennis



• trophy





Can you think of other words from French that we use in English? You know a lot more than you think you do!
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The Alphabet—L’alphabet



You know the English alphabet, right? Then you know the French one, too! The letters are the same, but they work a little differently than they do in English. When you say the letters in French, you want them to sound like French. That means you need to learn how to pronounce, or say, the letters the way French speakers do.



Most letters in French sound like their names. But some, such as the w, don’t. Like the English name for “w” (“double-u”), the French w has a name that is different than it sounds. And some French letters have special marks, called “accents,” that tell you how to pronounce the letter.







MISTAKES 
TO AVOID 
Fautes à éviter



In French, the words all run together when we say them out loud. Making a link between sounds in a word or between words is called a “liaison.” For example, je ne sais pas (“I don’t know”) really sounds like jenesaispas. When you speak French, try not to put too much of a pause between words.






	Letter 	Name sounds like 	Example
	A 
	ah 
	aller (to go)
	B 
	bay 
	bébé (baby)
	C 
	say 
	céréale (cereal)
	D 
	day 
	décembre (December)
	E 
	er 
	effacer (erase)
	F 
	eff 
	fleur (flower)
	G 
	jay 
	geyser (geyser)
	H 
	osh 
	hauteur (height)
	I 
	e 
	idée (idea)
	J 
	gee 
	jouet (toy)
	K 
	ka 
	kangourou (kangaroo)
	L 
	el 
	miel (honey)
	M 
	em 
	mouton (sheep)
	N 
	en 
	nid (nest)
	O 
	oh 
	olivier (olive tree)
	P 
	pay 
	pélican (pelican)
	Q 
	kew 
	queue (tail)
	R 
	air 
	raton (raccoon)
	S 
	es 
	santé (health)
	T 
	tay 
	thé (tea)
	U 
	ew 
	univers (universe)
	V 
	vay 
	végétarien (vegetarian)
	W 
	DO-bluh-vay 
	wagon (train car)
	X 
	eex 
	xylophone (xylophone)
	Y 
	e-GRECK 
	yaourt (yogurt)
	Z 
	zed 
	zéro (zero)






Alphabackwards
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Somebody put the letters up backwards. Can you make out the French words here?



The French word for “mirror” is miroir.



*Hold the page up to the mirror to read the words.




Now that you know the French alphabet, you have to repeat it to learn it. Because the French alphabet has the same twenty-six letters as the English alphabet, you can recite the “alphabet song” you learned in kindergarten. Keep the same melody, but use the French pronunciation.



Essential Vocabulary—Vocabulaire de base



When you learn a new language, you learn words, or “vocabulary.” Certain words you have to know right away, such as “yes,” “no,” and “hungry.” They’re the words you use all the time, over and over, every day. You say hi to people, ask for information, and answer questions. Here are some you need in French:



	English	French	Pronunciation
	Hi	Salut	SAH-loo
	What’s up?	Ça va?	SAH-vah?
	Yes	Oui	We
	No	Non	Noh
	OK	D’accord	DA-core
	Let’s go	On y va	OHN-e-vah
	Wait	Attends	AH-tahn
	I’m hungry	J’ai faim	JAY-fah
	What	Quoi	Kwah
	I don’t understand	Je n’ai pas compris	Jeh-NAY-paw-COHM-pree
	Sorry	Pardon	PAHR-don
	Repeat	Répétez	REH-peh-tay
	Please	S’il vous plaît	SILL-vous play
	Thank you	Merci	MARE-see
	Bye	A plus	AH-ploos

After learning some basic words in a new language, it’s time to put them together in sentences. In English, you put words together without even thinking about it. The same will be true for you in French.
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Spelling and Pronunciation—Orthographe et prononciation



Letters make all different kinds of sounds in different languages. As you learned to speak, you learned the sounds in English, just as French kids learned the sounds in French. Now you’re going to learn which letters have the same sounds in both languages. You also need to learn a few new sounds.






	Letter	In French sounds like...	Example


	Aa 	“a” in “ah” 
	Amérique (America)
	Bb 	“b” in “butter” 
	bateau (boat)
	Cc 	“k” in “kite” 
	capitaine (captain)
	Dd 	“d” in “dog” 
	dame (woman)
	Ee 	“a” in “about” 
	dessin (drawing)
	Ff 	“f” in “friend” 
	fée (fairy)
	Gg 	“g” in “game” 
	galet (pebble)
	Hh 	Often silent, as in “right” 
	hamac (hammock)
	Ii 	“e” as in “see” 
	île (island)
	Jj 	“j” as in “jump” 
	jardin (garden)
	Kk 	“k” as in “kite” 
	kilo (kilogram)
	Ll 	“l” as in “love” 
	livre (book)
	Mm 	“m” as in “mom” 
	maman (mom)
	Nn 	“n” as in “new” 
	nuque (back of neck)
	Oo 	“o” as in “octopus” 
	objet (object)
	Pp 	“p” as in “party” 
	Pâques (Easter)
	Qq 	“k” as in “kite” 
	quiche (cheese tart)
	Rr 	“r” as in “right” 
	roue (wheel)
	Ss 	“s” as in “sand” 	soleil (sun)
	Tt 	“t” as in “television” 
	tortue (tortoise)
	Uu 	“oo” as in “oops” 
	uniforme (uniform)
	Vv 	“v” as in “valentine” 
	vent (wind)
	Ww 	“v” as in “valentine” 
	wagon (train car)
	Xx 	“x” as in “x-ray” 
	xylophone (xylophone)
	Yy 	“y” as in “yes” 
	yaourt (yogurt)
	Zz 	“z” as in “zebra” 
	zéro (zero)

Special Sounds—Sons spéciaux



You know how the “s” in the English word “sea” also makes a “z” sound in the English word “chose”? The same thing happens in French. A letter can make more than one sound, depending on the letters that are next to it.



Here are a few of these letters in French:
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Special Consonants—Consonnes spéciales



You probably learned at school that two consonants that melt together in a single sound are called “blends.” The French blends are just like the English ones, with some exceptions.
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And French has consonant blends we don’t have in English at all! Here’s one you should know:



	Blend 	Sounds like 	Example
	gn 	“yn” in “canyon” 
	vigne (vine)

Special Vowels—Voyelles spéciales



French has a special group of vowels called “nasal vowels.” They’re called “nasals” because the sound they make is in your nose! These vowels are written different ways (an, en, in, on, om, un), but they all sound almost the same, like “aw” in the noise a donkey makes, “hee-haw”!



There are a few other vowel combinations you should know:



	Combination 	Sounds like 	Example
	eu 	“ew” 
	yeux (eyes)
	eur 	“er” in “her” 
	beurre (butter)
	oeur 	“er” in “her” 
	soeur (sister)
	au 	“oh” 
	chaud (hot)
	aux 	“oh” 
	chaux (chalk)
	eau 	“oh” 
	bateau (boat)
	eaux 	“oh” 
	ciseaux (scissors)
	ou 	“boot” 
	roue (wheel)
	our 	“our” in “your” 
	bonjour (hello)

Adding Accents—Mettre des accents



French gets even more sounds out of the same letters by adding accents. Some, like the accent circonflexe, you’ll like right away. Informally it’s called the chapeau (“hat”) in French, because French kids draw it over the letters the same way you draw a hat over a head in a picture you’re making. Here are the accents and the jobs they do:
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Now let’s see how you do. Look at the following words and pronounce each one carefully. Remember, the sound changes depending on the letters that are next to it. To help you out, the letter you need to pay attention to is in boldface type. Hint: The underlined letter in each line is pronounced differently in each word.





• capitaine, glace, garçon



• galet, genou



• yaourt, y



• dessin, école, père



• livre, fille




Now try to match the English sounds with the French sounds. See if you can answer the following questions:





1. Which French letter sounds like the “a” in “Dad”?______



2. Which French letters sound like the “sh” in “ship”?______



3. Which French letters sound like “oo” in “boot”?______



4. Which French letter is often silent?______





MISTAKES 
TO AVOID 
Fautes à éviter



Not every letter in French is pronounced. A lot of them are silent. Eau (“water”) has three vowels, but it’s pronounced like “oh.” And ciseaux (“scissors”) is pronounced “SEE-zoh.” Soon you’ll get the knack for which letters need to sound and which are silent.




Numbers—Les chiffres



Knowing numbers in a new language is very important. How else can you ask for two pieces of pizza, or tell someone that there are twenty-one kids in your class? Since you already know how numbers work in English, you just have to learn their names in French. Here are the ones you need:



	Numeral 	French 	Sounds Like
	0 
	zéro 	ZAY-roh

	1 
	un 	uh

	2 
	deux 	duh

	3 
	trois 	trwah

	4 
	quatre 	COT-truh

	5 
	cinq 	sank

	6 
	six 	sees

	7 
	sept 	set

	8 
	huit 	weet

	9 
	neuf 	nuhf

	10 
	dix 	dees

	11 
	onze 	ohnz

	12 
	douze 	dooz

	13 
	treize 	trez

	14 
	quatorze 	KA-torz

	15 
	quinze 	kanz

	16 
	seize 	says

	17 
	dix-sept 	DEE-set

	18 
	dix-huit 	DEEZ-weet

	19 
	dix-neuf 	DEEZ-nuhf











Funny Phone



Jacques is saying his phone number. But what language is that? He’s not really speaking a language, but the sounds are right. Can you write the actual number beside the word? Try saying it out loud.
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Putting Numbers Together—Mettre les chiffres ensemble



Numbers do a funny thing in languages—they start to repeat. Think of how you use the same “twenty” in “twenty-three” and “twenty-four.” Or the same “thirty” in “thirty-six” and “thirty-seven.” And how often do you use the same “seven” in “fifty-seven,” “sixty-seven,” “seventy-seven,” and “eighty-seven”?



That means you just need to know a few numbers to know them all. In English, and in French, numbers between one and ten keep being used over and over. Take vingt (20) and add a trois (3) to make vingt-trois (23). If you start with vingt (20) and add quatre (4), you get vingt-quatre (24). And sept (7) appears in every seven number, such as cinquante-sept (57), soixante-sept (67), and even sept mille (7000).



Big Numbers—Les gros chiffres



French has a different way of representing numbers in the 70s, 80s and 90s. In French, 70 is 60 + 10, or soixante-dix. Eighty is four twenties, or quatre-vingts, and 90 is four twenties plus ten, as in quatre-vingt-dix!



	Numeral	French	Sounds Like
	20	vingt	van
	21	vingt-et-un	van-TAY-uh
	22	vingt-deux	van-DUH
	30	trente	trant
	40	quarante	CARE-rahnt
	50	cinquante	SANK-ahnt
	60	soixante	SWE-sahnt
	70	soixante-dix	SWE-sahnt-dees
	80	quatre-vingts	COT-truh-van
	90	quatre-vingt-dix	COT-truh-VAN-dees
	100	cent	sahn
	1000	mille	meel
	1.000.000	million	MEEL-yohn
	1.000.000.000	milliard	MEEL-yard







Nouns—Les noms



Nouns are names of things. In English, you’ve learned that object names, like “pencil,” are nouns. So are place names, like “Paris” or “San Francisco.” And there are the “person” words, like “man” or “Theo,” that are also nouns.



Since there are so many things in the world, we need a lot of noun words to keep track of the objects, places and people in our lives! Most of the words in any language are nouns. Here are some examples of nouns in both English and French:
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IMPORTANT TIPS 
TRUCS IMPORTANTS !



You know how you write 33,515 with a comma between the 3 and the 5? Well, the French put a period there, so it’s 33.515. Don’t forget to swap your commas for periods when you write down big numbers!





Singular and Plural—Singulier et pluriel



Just like in English, you add an “s” to the noun to say that there’s more than one. One chair in French is a chaise, so two chairs are chaises. But words in French that end in a bunch of vowels get an “x” instead of an “s” to show they’re plural. And words that end in “s” keep the “s,” whether they’re singular or plural.
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Masculine or Feminine?—Masculin ou féminin?



In many ways, French nouns are just like English nouns—but in one way they’re not. French nouns have “gender.”



Gender means that there are masculine words and feminine words. For example, fleur is a feminine word, and oiseau is a masculine word. A few words, like artiste, are not really one or the other, so they get to be both!



To decide whether a noun is masculine word or a feminine word, all you have to do is learn whether it’s preceded by a un (masculine) or a une (feminine). Un/une do the same job as “a” in English. Look at how it works:





	English Noun 	Masculine or Feminine 	French Noun
	a desk 
	M 
	un bureau
	a flower 
	F 
	une fleur
	a bird 
	M 
	un oiseau
	a cup 
	F 
	une tasse
	an arena 
	F 
	une arène
	a restaurant 
	M 
	un restaurant

Learning “A”—Apprendre “Un”



French kids learn their nouns with an un or an une so that they remember whether the noun is a masculine or a feminine word. Why? Because it’s hard to know which is which. There’s no real reason why étoile (“star”) is a feminine word and vent (“wind”) is a masculine word, but it is: une étoile, un vent. It’s difficult to explain. Better just learn your un and une from the start.



Both un and une become des in front of a plural word, no matter what the gender. So un lit becomes des lits, while un vent becomes des vents.



Verbs—Les verbes



Verbs perform action in every language—they are words that tell us what nouns do. “Eat,” “read,” and “sleep” are all verbs, just like “run” and “look.” But French verbs do something that English verbs don’t—or at least not in so much detail. They “conjugate.” That means the end of the word changes depending on how it’s used.
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The Conjugation Map—La carte de conjugaison



Do you know what “conjugation” means? It means to change the form of the verb. In English, we conjugate a little bit. We say “she walks” but “we walk.” The difference is the “s” for the singular, “she” who “walks,” and no “s” for the plural “we” who “walk.” French conjugation is fussier, but once you get the hang of it, it’s fun to figure out which ending goes on the verb. There are a lot to choose from!



To match the noun to the verb, see if the noun is singular (I, you, he/she/it) or plural (we, you, they).



-ER Verb Map. Manger (to eat)



	I eat 
	je mange
	you eat 
	tu manges
	he/she/it eats 
	il/elle/il mange
	we eat 
	nous mangeons
	you eat 
	vous mangez
	they eat 
	ils/elles/ils mangent

-IR Verb Map. Finir (to finish)



	I finish 
	je finis
	you finish 
	tu finis
	he/she/it finishes 
	il/elle/il finit 
	we finish 
	nous finissons
	you finish 
	vous finissez
	they finish 
	ils/elles finissent

-RE Verb Map. Rendre (to give back)



	I give back 
	je rends
	you give back	tu rends
	he/she/it gives back	il/elle/il rend
	we give back	nous rendons
	you give back	vous rendez
	they give back	ils/elles rendent

Translating Verbs—Traduire les verbes



Try and use the verb endings so you start to get used to them. Fill in the French equivalent of each verb phrase:



1. I eat ______



2. We give back ______



Now fill in the English for each French version:



3. Vous mangez ______



4. Tu finis ______







End of sample
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French Book. Inside, you'll find simple exercises,
fun facts, tips on pronunciation, and popular
‘phrases that enable you o read and speak French
inno time atall.

Do Michlle B
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You'll learn how to:
+ Address your family (“Ma famille”) and
pets (“Mes animaux familiers”)
« Describe holidays and birthdays
(“Fétes et anniversalres”)
+ Ask “What tim
(“Quelle heure est-il”")
« Tell your friends, “Let's go outdoors”
(“On va dehors”)
+ Expross your foclings
(“Exprimer mes sentiments”)
« Talk about school (“Mon école”) and
Your classes (“Mes cours”)
Dozens of puzzles and activities—plus an
English-French Dictionary—make learning this
exciting new language easy, fast, and fun!
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M and

M Singular F gular F Plural F Plural
confortable confortable  confortables  confortables
inconfortable  inconfortable  inconfortables  inconfortables
Jrustré Srustrée Jrustrés Jrustrées
faché Jachée Tchés fachées
blessé blessée blessés blessées
triste triste tristes tristes
désolé désolée désolés désolées
utile utile utiles utiles

gai gaie gais gaies
confiant conflante conflants confiantes

heureux hewreuse heureux ‘heureuses
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le poulet





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0090_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0087_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0076_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0075_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0078_002.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0078_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0066_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0063_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0069_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0011_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0019_001.jpg
English French English French
desk bureau beach plage
flower fleur star étoile
bird oiseau wornan femme
cup tasse doctor docteur
arena arene artist artiste
Testaurant restawant  Alexander Alexandre
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English Gender Number French

The rose is beautiful F singular  La rose est bell.

‘The roses are beautiful F Plural Les roses sont belles.

‘The chrysanthemnunn is beautiful. M Singular  Le chrysanthéme est beaw
The chrysanthernums are beautiful M Plural Les chirysanthémes sont beauix.
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English Gender Number French

The rose is red 3 Singular La rose est rouge.

‘The roses are red F Plural Les roses sont Touges.

The chrysanthernum is red M singular Le chrysantheme est rouge.
‘The chrysanthemurns are red. M Plural Les chrysanthémes sont rouges.
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Singular

Plural Singular Plural
bureau bureaux  plage plages
fleur fleurs étoile étoiles
oiseau oiseaux femme femmes
tasse tasses docteur docteurs
aréne arenes artiste artistes
Testaurant Testaurants
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English Gender Number French

Beautiful F singular belle

Beautiful M Singular beau

Beautiful M singular words beginning with a vowel or “h” bel
Beautiful F Plural belles

Beautiful M Plural beax

Pretty M Singular joli

Pretty F Singular jolie

Pretty M Plural jolis

Pretty F Plural jolies
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Turns into Example

asin ‘sand” after an ‘e’ glace (ice cream)
as in ‘measure” before an ‘e’ or genou (knee)

g a
1 “love” 'y as in “yes” when followed by an Jille (girl)
y ‘yellow' ‘¢ asin‘see’ whenitis alone ¥ (it, there)
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Accent Name Job Example

A circonflexe tells us that a long time ago, there hotel (hotel)
was another letter in the word that
dropped out

[ cadille changes the *k” sound to an *s” sound gargon (boy)

¢ aigu makes the *¢” sound like the vowel école (school)
in*day’

E grave makes the *¢” sound like the vowel ‘pére (father)
in “get”
makes the *a” sound similar to the 1a (there)
vowelin *dad”

tréma. shows that two vowels are pronounced  No#l (Christras)

separately
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Blend Asin Tumns into Example

n “thumb” 't asin‘top’ thé (tea)
a “chain” “sh”asin‘ship’  chanter (sing)
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Avon, Massachusetts
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Technical Review by Véronique Moterlé, Ph.D.
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les cheveux bouclés






OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0124_001.jpg
& 00
BT 53 9





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0034_001.jpg





OEBPS/images/9781598695434_0123_002.jpg
English Gender __ Number French

My best M singular ‘mon meilleur

My best F singular ‘ma meilleure

My best M PluralM,or  mes meilleurs
MandF

My best P Plural ‘mes meilleures
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English Gender __ Number French
His/herbestfriend M singular son meillewr i
His/herbest friend  F singular sa meilleure amie
His/herbest friend M Plural M, orMand F  ses meillows amis
His/herbest friend  F Blural ses meillewres amies
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English Gender Number French

Friend M singular ami

Friend F singular amie

Friends M Plural Boys, or amis
Boys and Girls

Friends F Plural amies
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English Gender Number French
Heis cold M singular Il oid

She is cold. F singular  Elle a froid
Theyarecold. M, orMandF  Plural s ont froid
Theyarecold. F Plural Elles ont froid.
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