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The Lalique Mystique 


To say that René Lalique was a gifted artist is something of an understatement. Lalique was that rare combination of design genius and prolific innovator, whose creations brought him acclaim during his lifetime, and whose legacy is still the focus of collector fascination today.


Think of this: At age 47, when many men would be looking down the road to retirement after decades of creative endeavors, he launched a glass-making empire that is without equal. And then, less than a score of years after his death, he was almost forgotten.


Despite the attacks of critics like architect Adolf Loos, who in 1908 decried the influence of the art nouveau movement in general, the environment in which Lalique thrived was one that nurtured some of the greatest design trends in the new 20th century. Lalique was in distinguished company.


When he opened his glass factory in 1907, Lalique’s contemporaries included another influential glassmaker, Emile Galle; American designer Louis Comfort Tiffany; Antoni Gaudi, the great Spanish architect; Alphonse Mucha, the Czech printmaker; Gustav Klimt, the Austrian painter, and Charles Rennie Mackintosh, the Scottish designer.
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“Ceylan”


Like the cryptic images of M.C. Escher, which morph from simple drawings to living creatures to fantasy and back, Lalique’s menagerie was a constantly evolving brood of vegetation, insects, fish, birds, and beasts, overseen by a chorus of romantic figures. It seemed there was no facet of the natural world that Lalique couldn’t transform into objects of color and light that are anything but utilitarian:


The swarming school of fish that encircles “Formose.”


The regal grasshoppers captured on “Sauterelles.”


The mute parakeets sitting like sentinels on “Ceylan” and “Perruches.”


It’s amazing to think of it now, but by the mid-1950s, the works of Lalique and his contemporaries were widely regarded as no more than a footnote in design history. The creations that had seemed so revolutionary and stunning in the first quarter of the 20th century were now seen as quaint and outdated reminders of an era between the World Wars.


It was not until the late 1960s and early ’70s that a devoted group of collectors emerged to put Lalique’s work into the proper perspective. This book is dedicated to their scholarship.
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“Formose”
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“Sauterelles.”
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“Perruches”




René Lalique, 1860-1945 


René Jules Lalique was born on April 6,1860, in the village of Ay, in the Champagne region of France. In 1862, his family moved to the suburbs of Paris.


In 1872, Lalique began attending College Turgot where he began studying drawing with Justin-Marie Lequien. After the death of his father in 1876, Lalique began working as an apprentice to Louis Aucoc, who was a prominent jeweler and goldsmith in Paris.


Lalique moved to London in 1878 to continue his studies. He spent two years attending Sydenham College, developing his graphic design skills.


He returned to Paris in 1880 and worked as an illustrator of jewelry, creating designs for Cartier, among others. In 1884, Lalique’s drawings were displayed at the National Exhibition of Industrial Arts, organized at the Louvre.


At the end of 1885, Lalique took over Jules Destapes’ jewelry workshop. Lalique’s design began to incorporate translucent enamels, semiprecious stones, ivory, and hard stones.


In 1889, at the Universal Exhibition in Paris, the jewelry firms of Vever and Boucheron included collaborative works by Lalique in their displays.
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On the Cover: Lalique vase Esna was released in 1985 to mark the 125th anniversary of René Lalique’s birth. Esna was named for a temple from the time of Ptolemy rediscovered on the Nile. It was inspired by a voyage to Egypt by Marie-Claude Lalique, then president and exclusive designer of Cristal Lalique. The 9” vase is valued at $1,500-$2,000.


In the early 1890s, Lalique began to incorporate glass into his jewelry, and in 1893 he took part in a competition organized by the Union Centrale des Arts Decoratifs to design a drinking vessel. He won second prize.


Lalique opened his first Paris retail shop in 1905, near the perfume business of François Coty. Coty commissioned Lalique to design his perfume labels in 1907, and he also created his first perfume bottles for Coty.


In the first decade of the 20th century, Lalique continued to experiment with glass manufacturing techniques, and mounted his first show devoted entirely to glass in 1911.


During World War I, Lalique’s first factory was forced to close, but the construction of a new factory was soon begun in Wingen-sur-Moder, in the Alsace region. It was completed in 1921, and still produces Lalique crystal today.


In 1925, Lalique designed the first “car mascot” (bouchons de radiateur, or hood ornament) for Citroën, the French automobile company. For the next six years, Lalique would design 29 models for companies such as Bentley, Bugatti, Delage, Hispano-Suiza, Rolls Royce, and Voisin.


Lalique’s second boutique opened in 1931, and this location continues to serve as the main Lalique showroom today.


René Lalique died on May 5, 1945, at the age of 85. His son, Marc, took over the business at that time, and when Marc died in 1977, his daughter, Marie-Claude Lalique Dedouvre, assumed control of the company. She sold her interest in the firm and retired in 1994. She died on April 14, 2003, at the age of 67.




Tips for Collectors 


Color: Examples of colored Lalique glass are the most sought-after, with intense colors being among the most highly prized. (The exception to this rule is deep purple or amethyst, which may be is an indication that a clear piece of glass has been irradiated.) Also, pieces with rich opalescent color, enameled details, or applied patina that has remained strong in color, are often valued more than pieces in clear and frosted glass.


Crispness: The details in mold patterns get worn over time, so look for pieces with well-defined features and crisp edges on design elements.


Cire-Perdue: The surface of Lalique glass made with this lost-wax process may appear opaque, rough and grainy (some even bear fingerprints), and have applied patination, often sepia. These are the rarest of all Lalique glass items, and only a few hundred are thought to exist.


Marks: Early pieces are often marked “R. Lalique” or “R. Lalique, France,” either stenciled, molded, or engraved. After Rene Lalique’s death in 1945, the “Lalique, France” (with no R) mark appeared, sometimes with mold numbers. Carefully examine pieces with hand-engraved marks, and consult with an experienced dealer in Lalique to pick out forgeries.
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Repairs: Check for signs of grinding or excessive polishing around the necks and bases of Lalique vases, and on pieces whose intended uses contributed to damage, like tableware, ashtrays, perfume containers, letter seals, and inkwells.




Prices 


The prices in this book have been compiled from auction records, collector valuations and the resources of respected dealers in Lalique. Like any collecting area, values reflect rarity, condition, changes in taste, and the wider economy. The adage that “an antique is worth what someone will pay for it” holds true for Lalique glass, and the prices found here are only a guide. A price guide measures not only current values, but also captures a moment in time, and sometimes that moment may pass very quickly. Collectors should consult experienced, qualified resources when trying to determine values.
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The Big Book 


In the descriptions of Lalique pieces that follow, you will find notations like this: “M p. 478, No. 1100.” This refers to the page and serial numbers found in René Lalique, maître-verrier, 1860-1945: Analyse de L’oeuvre et Catalogue Raisonné, by Félix Marcilhac, published in 1989 and revised in 1994.


Printed entirely in French, this book of more than 1,000 pages is the definitive guide to Lalique’s work, and listings from auction catalogs typically cite the Marcilhac guide as a reference. A used copy can cost more than $500. Copies in any condition are extremely difficult to find, but collectors consider Marcilhac’s guide to be the bible for Lalique.
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Ashtrays


Vintage Lalique ashtrays remain some of the most affordable examples of the company’s pre-1945 production. Like dinnerware, the nature of their use contributes to damage, so be aware of areas that have been highly polished in an attempt to remove signs of chipping.
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“Alice”
 circa 1924, in clear and frosted glass, molded R.LALIQUE, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 4 1/3" long. (M p. 272, No. 289)


$450-$500
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“Anthenor”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1927, 5 1/2" diameter. (M p. 273, No. 293)


$500+
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“Archers”
 in black glass, circa 1922, 5 1/2" diameter. (M p. 269, No. 278)


$1,200+
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“Archers”
 in deep red glass, circa 1922, 5 1/2" diameter. (M p. 269, No. 278)


$2,500+
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“Archers”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1922, 5 1/2" diameter. (M p. 269, No. 278)


$700+
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“Canard”
 circa 1925, in opalescent, yellow and green glass, engraved R. Lalique France, No. 283, 3" tall. (M p. 270, No. 283)


$700-$800 each
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“Berthe”
 in satin glass, circa 1929, 3" diameter. (M p. 276, No. 302)


$600+
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“Caravelle”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1930, 4 3/4" diameter. (M p. 279, No. 312)


$350+
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“Chevre”
 a double ashtray or cigarette holder, circa 1936, in clear and frosted glass, stenciled R. LALIQUE, 5 1/8" diameter. (M p. 283, No. 333)


$450-$550
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“Caravelle”
 in opalescent glass, circa 1930, 4 3/4 diameter. (M p. 279, No. 312)


$450+
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“Chien”
 in opalescent green glass, engraved R. Lalique France No. 290, 3 7/8" tall. (Ref. M p. 272, No. 290)


$550-$650
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“Cuba”
 in deep amber glass, wheel-cut R. LALIQUE FRANCE. (Ref. M p. 273, No. 294.)


$900-$1,100
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“Chien”
 in topaz glass with gray patina, circa 1926, Engraved R. Lalique, 3 5/8" tall. (M p. 272)


$325-$375
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“Chien”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1926, engraved R. Lalique, 3 5/8" tall. (M p. 272, No. 290)


$325-$375


[image: 9780873497879_0011_005]

“Chien”
 in amber glass, circa 1926, engraved R. Lalique, 3 5/8” tall. (M p. 272, No. 290)


$325-$375
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“Deux Colombes”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1931, 4 3/4” diameter. (M p. 280, No. 320)


$250+
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“Deux Zephyrs”
 in amber glass, circa 1913, 3 1/8" diameter. (M p. 269, No. 275)


$400+
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“Deux Zephyrs”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1913, 3 1/8" diameter. (M p. 269, No. 275)


$250+
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“Dindon”
 circa 1925, in amber glass with gray patina, engraved R. Lalique France, 3" tall. (M p. 272, No. 287)


$375-$425
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“Dindon”
 circa 1925, in topaz glass, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 3" tall. (M p. 272, No. 287)


$350-$450
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“Ecureuil”
 in amber glass, circa 1931, 4 3/4" diameter. (M p. 279, No. 315)


$500+
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“Fauvettes”
 circa 1924, in red glass, stenciled LALIQUE FRANCE, 6 7/8" diameter. (M p. 270, No. 282)


$500+


[image: 9780873497879_0013_002]

“Fauvettes”
 circa 1924, in clear and frosted glass with sepia patina, stenciled LALIQUE FRANCE, 6 7/8" diameter. (M p. 270, No. 282)


$275-$325
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“Fauvettes”
 circa 1924, in opalescent glass with blue patina, stenciled LALIQUE FRANCE, 6 7/8" diameter. (M p. 270, No. 282)


$275-$325


[image: 9780873497879_0014_001]

“Feuilles”
 circa 1934, in amber glass, engraved R. Lalique, edge reduced by polishing, 6 1/2” long. (M p. 270, No. 279)


$90-$110
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“Feuilles”
 circa 1934, in opalescent glass, engraved R. Lalique No. 279, 6 1/2” long. (M p. 270, No. 279)


$275-$325


[image: 9780873497879_0014_003]

“Feuilles”
 in amber glass, circa 1924, engraved R. Lalique, 6 5/8" long. (M p. 270, No. 279)


$350+
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“Feuilles”
 in cased red glass, circa 1924, engraved R. Lalique, 6 5/8" long. (M p. 270, No. 279)


$600+
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“Irene”
 in deep green glass, circa 1929, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 3 3/4" diameter. (M p. 276, No. 304)


$1,200-$1,500
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“Irene”
 in bright green glass, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE. (Ref. M p. 276, No. 304.)


$1,200-$1,500
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“Irene”
 “Irene” in clear and frosted glass, circa 1929, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 3 3/4" diameter. (M p. 276, No. 304)


$500+
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“Lapin”
 in topaz glass, engraved R. Lalique France. (Ref. M p. 271, No. 285.)


$550-$650
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“Jeanne Lanvin”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1925, 4 1/8" tall. (M p. 267, B)


$500+
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“Louise”
 in satin glass, circa 1929, 3” diameter. (M p. 275, No. 301)


$600+
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“Martinique”
 circa 1928, in deep amber glass, wheel-cut R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 6” long. (M p. 274, No. 298)


$900-$1,000
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“Medicis”
 circa 1924, in opalescent glass, molded R. LALIQUE, 5 3/4" long. (M p. 270, No. 280)


$550-$650


[image: 9780873497879_0016_003]

“Moineau”
 in yellow glass, circa 1925, 4 3/4" diameter. (M p. 271, No. 284)


$800+
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“Medicis”
 in blue glass, circa 1924, molded R. LALIQUE, 5 3/4" long. (M p. 270, No. 280)


$1,500-$1,600
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“Nicole”
 in satin glass, circa 1929, 3 3/8" diameter. (M p. 277, No. 304)


$400+
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“Renard”
 in amber glass, circa 1926, 4 3/4" diameter. (M p. 272, No. 291)


$600+
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“Paquerette”
 circa 1929, in clear and frosted glass with black enameled detail, stenciled R. LALIQUE, engraved France, 3 1/8” diameter. (M p. 275, No. 299)


$250-$300
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“Renard”
 in topaz glass, circa 1926, 4 3/4" diameter. (M p. 272, No. 291)


$450+
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“Rapace”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1931, 4 3/4" diameter. (M p. 281, No. 323)


$350+


[image: 9780873497879_0018_001]

“Sirenes”
 in amber glass, circa 1920, 4 1/2" diameter. (M p. 269, No. 277)


$450+
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“Souris”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1925, 4 3/4" diameter. (M p. 271, No. 286)


$350+
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“Serpent”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1920, 4 1/2" diameter. (M p. 269, No. 276)


$300+
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“Souris”
 in topaz glass, circa 1925, 4 3/4" diameter. (M p. 271, No. 286)


$500+
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“Statuette de la Fontaine”
 in clear and frosted glass, circa 1925, 4 1/2" tall. (M p. 272, No. 288)


$900+


[image: 9780873497879_0019_001]

“Tobago”
 designed 1928, this example circa 1960, in clear and frosted glass, molded R. LALIQUE, 5 1/2" diameter. (M p. 273, No. 295)


$200-$250
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“Vezelay”
 circa 1928, in clear and frosted glass with blue patina, molded R. LALIQUE, 4 1/2" diameter. (M p. 270, No. 281)


$225-$275
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“Vezelay”
 circa 1928, in green glass, molded R. LALIQUE and engraved R. Lalique France No. 281, 4 1/2" diameter. (M p. 270, No. 281)


$200-$300
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“Tobago”
 in deep amber glass, circa 1928, 5 1/2" diameter. (M p. 273, No. 295)


$400+
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“Vezelay”
 circa 1928, in deep amber glass, molded R. LALIQUE and engraved R. Lalique France No. 481, 4 1/2" diameter. (M p. 270, No. 281)


$300-$400
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“Vezelay”
 circa 1928, in clear and frosted glass, molded R. LALIQUE and engraved R. Lalique France No. 281, 4 1/2" diameter. (M p. 270, No. 281)


$200-$300


Groups of Modern Ashtrays
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Two ashtrays
 circa 1970, “Bluets,” 5 3/4" long, and a commemorative ashtray in “Honfleur” pattern for Linz Jewelers of Dallas, Texas, 5 1/2" diameter.


$125-$175/pair
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Three clear glass ashtrays
 Engraved Lalique France. Average diameter 4".


$200-$250
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Four clear glass ashtrays
 Engraved Lalique France. Average diameter 3 1/2".


$300-$350/set
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Three ashtrays
 circa 1970, a pair of cigar ashtrays in “Santa Maria” pattern, and a “Caravelle” cigarette ashtray, largest 6 3/4" diameter.


$325-$425/set
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Four clear glass ashtrays
 Engraved Lalique France. Average diameter 4 3/4".


$275-$325/set


[image: 9780873497879_0021_002]

Three ashtrays
 all circa 1970, in clear and frosted glass, various designs, all engraved Lalique France.


$150-$200/set
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Two ashtrays
 including “Tokio,” with a matching cigarette holder, engraved Lalique France. Average diameter 5 1/8".


$250-$300/pair
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Three ashtrays
 circa 1970, together with “Goujon,” figure of a leaping fish, all engraved Lalique France, largest 6" diameter.


$125-$175/set
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Three ashtrays
 circa 1970, all engraved Lalique France. Average 4" diameter.


$125-$175/set




Bowls


Prices for decorative Lalique bowls (as opposed to those used as part of a table service) have been rising steadily in recent years, with prices ranging from around $400 to $4,000 for a pristine example of “Perruches” from the early 1930s, in opalescent glass with blue patina.
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“Bulbes”
 circa 1935, in opalescent glass, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 8 1/8” diameter. (M p. 763, No. 3300)


$400-$500
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“Calypso”
 shallow bowl, opalescent glass, circa 1930, 14 1/2” diameter. (M p. 301, No. 413)


$1,200+
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“Coquilles”
 a group of three opalescent bowls, circa 1924, in graduated size, all wheel-cut R. LALIQUE FRANCE with design Nos. 3200, 3201, 3202, 9 1/2”, 8 1/4”, 7 1/4” diameter.. (M p. 701, Nos. 3200, 3201, 3202)


$900-$1,100/set
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“Coquilles No.2”
 a bowl, circa 1924, in opalescent glass, molded R. LALIQUE, engraved France, 8 1/4” diameter. (M p.748, No. 3201)


$550-$650
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“Chiens”
 circa 1921,in opalescent glass, molded R. Lalique, engraved France, 9 1/2” diameter. (M p. 749, No. 3214)


$900-$1,000


[image: 9780873497879_0023_004]

“Fleur”
 circa 1912, in clear and frosted glass with sepia patina and black enamel, molded R. LALIQUE, 4 1/2” diameter. (M p. 727, No. 3100)


$650-$750
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“Fleurons”
 circa 1935, in opalescent glass, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 8 1/8” diameter. (M p. 765, No. 3312)


$500-$600
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“Dauphins”
 circa 1932, in opalescent glass, stenciled R. LALIQUE, 9 1/3” diameter. (M p. 307, No. 10-384)


$700-$800
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“Floride”
 clear and green glass with black enamel details, circa 1960, engraved Lalique France, 7 1/4” diameter.


$300-$350
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“Gui”
 circa 1921, in opalescent glass, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 8 1/8” diameter. (M p. 751, No. 3224)


$450-$525
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“Gui”
 circa 1921, in clear and frosted glass with sepia patina, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 8 1/8” diameter. (M p. 751, No. 3224)


$450-$525
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“Ondes”
 circa 1935, in opalescent glass, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 8 1/8” diameter. (M p. 762, No. 3292)


$350-$450
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“Marguerites”
 a center bowl, circa 1941, in clear and frosted glass with green patina, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 4 3/4” diameter. (M p. 312, No. 10-404)


$900-$1,000
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“Molsheim”
 a bowl, in clear and frosted glass, circa 1931, 4 1/2” diameter. (M p. 730, No. 3119)


$200+
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“Nemours”
 designed in 1929, this example circa 1970, in clear and frosted glass with black enamel highlights, 9 3/4” diameter. (M p. 299, No. 404)


$400-$550
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“Nemours”
 circa 1929, in clear and frosted glass with sepia patina and brown enameled highlights, molded R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 10” diameter. (M p. 299, No. 404)


$900-$1,000
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“Ondines”
 circa 1921, in clear and frosted glass with blue patina, engraved R. Lalique France, 8 1/4” diameter. (M p. 292, No. 380)


$700-$800
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“Ondines”
 circa 1921, in opalescent glass, wheel-cut R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 8 1/2” diameter. (M p. 699, No. 3003)


$1,200-$1,500
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“Pinsons”
 a modern bowl, together with “Nogent,” a modern vase, both engraved Lalique France, bowl 9 1/4” diameter.


$350-$400/pair
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“Pinsons”
 designed 1933, this example circa 1940, in clear and frosted glass with sepia patina, engraved Lalique, 9 1/8” diameter. (M p. 307, No. 10-386)


$550-$650
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“Perruches”
 circa 1931, in opalescent glass with blue patina, stenciled R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 9 5/8” diameter. (M p. 302, No. 419)


$4,000-$4,500


[image: 9780873497879_0026_001]

“Poissons”
 circa 1921, in opalescent glass, 9 3/8” diameter. (M p. 749, No. 3211)


$750-$850


[image: 9780873497879_0026_002]

“Volubilis”
 circa 1921, in yellow opalescent glass, wheel-cut R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 8 1/2” diameter. (M p. 293, No. 383)


$650-$750


[image: 9780873497879_0026_003]

“Tournon”
 a center bowl, circa 1928, in opalescent glass, molded R. LALIQUE FRANCE, 12” diameter. (M p. 298, No. 401)


$1,100-$1,400






End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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A Fantasy in Glass

René Lalique captured a menagerie of fish,
birds, and beasts, as well as a chorus of
romantic figures, in stunningly beautiful
glassware. Now Lalique’s vases, perfume
containers, tableware, and statuettes have
become among the most prized, and most
valuable, of all collectibles.

This book features the best of Lalique’s
objects of color and light

« More than 800 full-color photographs
« Current market ps
* Many rare piec
« Tips for collectors
« How to spot fakes and reproductions
« French-English translations

Mark F: Moran i an antiques daalar and author who resides
in Rochester, Minesota. Among his books aro Warman s*

ay Potiery; W Country Anigues, nd Ediion;
Warman ™ Rascoll Potery, and Warrman s Tobaceo Collecbls.
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