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The 1930s was a time of great economic upheaval, with the 1929 stock market crash in America heralding a decade of hard times called the Great Depression. This American quilt dates back to those times but is anything but depressing, with its bright colours and simple design. Quilters who couldn’t afford to buy new fabrics sought inspiration from magazines and created many inventive designs from fabric scraps, recycled clothing and feedsack materials. Block designs with small pieces, such as Bow Tie, Irish Chain and Drunkard’s Path became popular as they allowed quilters to ensure that even the smallest scraps of fabric were not wasted. Colour choices became lighter and brighter than the previously more sombre Colonial style.

This charming quilt has sixteen-patch blocks made up of sixteen small squares of different fabrics, alternating with light plain squares, and would have been a popular design to create from scrap fabrics. The quilt was bought as a quilt top while we were on a trip to the Quilt Market in Houston, USA. We backed it with a plain calico and then longarm quilted it in a medium-sized feather design. The quilt measures 75in × 86in (191cm × 219cm).
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