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Dear Reader, 

Growing up, we never thought we’d need to write our own mar riage vows. We each assumed we would either marry someone from our own belief system (Episcopalian and Star Trek), or whoever we fell in love with would be so craz y about us that they’d forget their own silly ideas and get with the program.

Needless to say, Plan A fell through pretty quickly. We are two independent minds who needed to bend a bit. We finally did reach a compromise with the help of our clergyperson and our own bouts of soul-searching, but it wasn’t always easy to embrace new ideas and let the old dreams die.

We hope that you will find in this book the ideas and inspiration you need to write the kinds of vows that represent your own unique relationship and love for each other, and that will help sustain you through the occasional rough patches ahead.

Happy Writing!
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Top Ten Sources of Inspiration for Writing Your Own Wedding Vows 

1. The right music can be the perfect tool to get your head into the right writing place. While screenwriter Richard Curtis was working on Love Actually, he listened to Mariah Carey singing “All I Want for Christmas Is You” so often that he finally included it in the movie.

2. A witty romantic book with the requisite happy ending like Pride and Prejudice or Jane Eyre can get the vow-writing juices flowing.

3. Plan a unique day with your fiancé. Spending the day together will help you focus on why you’re getting married.

4. Ask your parents and prospective in-laws about their courtships and marriages.

5. Do some volunteer work. Yeah, you’re busy right now, but nothing gives you a fresh perspective like helping someone else.

6. Go someplace new. Go to that trade show in a part of the country you’ve never visited before and take an extra day to go sightseeing, or take a three-day (solo) cruise to go whale watching down Baja California.

7. Take a young person to an amusement park or an old person out to lunch. You’ll walk away seeing the world through entirely different eyes.

8. Reread old diary entries to see how your ideas about romance and what constitutes the perfect mate have evolved.

9. Meditate. Scientists have discovered that when people stop actively thinking about something, they are more prone to having the “Eureka!” moment they have been searching for.

10. Every family has a self-appointed historian. Ask yours about some of the more interesting tales of romance and couple-hood in your family tree.





Introduction 

First of all, why not write your own vows?

Pessimists say that we often want to find a custom fit in an off-the-rack world. But when it comes to your wedding, shouldn’t your vows be as unique as your love? Let’s face it, every part of the modern wedding is a personal decision, and one size does not fit all. Every wedding is different, so why shouldn’t the vows be as well?

There are many reasons why the traditional service might not fit your needs, but you don’t need an excuse. Creating your own wedding vows has become part of the mainstream. In some circles it is almost expected. In the last fifty years, more and more couples have opted for “unique” weddings that include wholly created or modified traditional vows. Whichever approach you prefer, this book has got you covered.

If you just want to tweak the traditional vows, they’re right here. If you want to look at traditional vows from other cultures for inspiration, they’re here too. If the prospect of writing your vows makes you sweat, don’t worry.  We’ve got you covered. Writing your own wedding vows is easy—if you know how.

There are a lot of myths about how hard it is to write. Sportswriter Red Smith famously said, “Writing is easy. I just sit down at the typewriter, cut open a vein, and bleed.” Such imagery can strike terror in the calmest of minds. With a wedding date breathing down your neck, writing vows looks like a bullet you’d be smart to dodge. But there’s a secret you don’t know.

Writing your vows will be fun. Wedding planning requires a great deal of time, energy, and stress. Can you really add writing your own vows to this ever-expanding list of to-dos without exploding? Yes, you can. Writing your vows is kitten-play and this book will show you how to enjoy the process.

Writing your vows isn’t a homework assignment. Think of it as a mental vacation from the everyday. Most people don’t get a chance to have a creative outlet. They write emails, memos, and lists (lots of lists), but the last time they wrote anything vaguely creative was back in high school. Here’s your chance to journey to new imaginative landscapes that you’ve long forgotten. Adding to the beauty of all this, your vows will be short—a minute or two tops. (Any longer and it will sound like an infomercial: “Let me tell you all the features you get with our love. Now how much would you pay?”)

And here’s the best part. Forget about every D you ever got for your deathless prose in school. This writing won’t count toward your final grade as a spouse. Your vows are a statement of your love for each other and the  life you plan to create together. There are no absolutes. We’re grading on a curve and you are the ultimate authority of your vows. You are the one who will judge when it hits the mark. And if you follow the steps outlined here, you’ll score a quick bull’s-eye.

So you’ve got a prospect for a pleasurable activity that will bring the two of you closer together with absolutely no risk and the potential for a great reward. Once again, why not write your vows?

Let’s start having some fun!





Chapter 1 
Why Write Your Own Vows?

Planning a wedding can be a lot of hard work, but writing your vows shouldn’t be. Here’s where you and your intended will publicly declare your love for each other. The time you spend in crafting the words you speak is all about you. Forget about the seating arrangements, the bridesmaids’ dresses, the caterer, the photographer, and all the money you’ve spent. As with many of the best things in life, wedding vows are absolutely free.

The Basics 

Choosing to write your own vows shows that you are an independent and adventurous couple. This isn’t about falling back on clichés or trying to do it the way it’s done in the movies. Expressing your unique feelings is much more interesting and a hundred times more touching than any work of fiction.

[image: 123]Question?

Can we write our own vows for any kind of wedding ceremony?

Before you get too far along in the process of creating a personalized vow, check with your ceremony officiant for guidelines on how to proceed. Different traditions take their own approach to the question of what should or should not be said at the altar. Be sure to resolve these important issues early in the process.

Perhaps the best way to get you started on the right foot is to revisit the dictionary definition of the word vow. According to Merriam-Webster, a vow is “a solemn promise or assertion . . . by which a person is bound to an act, service, or condition.”

On the basis of this definition alone, the decision to write your own vows or adapt traditional vows makes perfect sense. After all, if you’re binding yourself for life, shouldn’t you have a say in what it is that you’re binding yourself to? Not so long ago, wives were bound to obey  their husbands. For hundreds of years no one gave that “obey” clause a second thought. It’s only in recent times that people have begun to blaze their own trails.

When it comes to exchanging vows today, almost anything goes. Mixing and matching traditional vows, incorporating lines of poetry, or writing completely original material are all acceptable. The solemn nature of the vows, however, has not changed. You’re still making a pledge before all and sundry, so keep this question in mind as you write: What exactly are you promising your betrothed?

[image: 123]Essential 

If you’re feeling a bit nervous, don’t worry. Everyone who has ever attempted the daunting task of writing his own vows has experienced the same apprehension. Although your guests will be there to hear you speak your vows, this part of the ceremony is strictly between you and your intended. Listen to your heart, and the words will follow.

Personalizing Your Vows 

Your wedding vows say a lot about who you and your fiancé are—and they’ll most likely be short. You can use your vows to focus on certain aspects of your relationship or the wedding itself. You can also construct your vows in many different ways.

Place and Time Springboards 

If there is anything significant about the place or time you are getting married, you might want to allude to it in your vows. In Chapter 6, you will find several sets of verses that can be adapted to specialized weddings, as well as dozens of other verses that may be appropriate for your situation. You can use or customize any of these verses, or you may decide the best way to emphasize the importance of the location is for you and your partner to compose an original poem of your own.

To generate ideas to write your vows, start thinking about the answers to the following questions. Why did you choose your location for your wedding? Did you choose a destination wedding because both of you love to travel? Did you choose a place close to home because it evokes all the memories of your relationship thus far? Why did you decide on your wedding date? Did it have anything to do with the season—the renaissance of spring, the glory of summer, the clarity of autumn, or the cold beauty of winter? Is it the month of your anniversary as a couple? Imagine the possibilities if both of your still-happily-married parents’ weddings took place in the same month. Talk about carrying on an auspicious tradition!

Have Fun with Your Vows 

Although this is no time to hone your stand-up routine, the natural course of the vow-composing process may lead you to certain statements that will bring a smile  to your guests’ lips. Perhaps the way you two met was funny, or maybe there’s something amusing about your courtship or the location of your ceremony. Exchanging vows is a serious business, to be sure, but weddings are a celebration of life, so don’t feel as if you have to mirror the often somber quality of traditional vows when you create your own.

[image: 123]Fact 

Feel free to include some funny anecdote about how you two met, or how he proposed. Former president Bill Clinton allegedly proposed to his wife, Hillary, by saying that he had bought the house she liked and that she might as well marry him because he couldn’t live in it alone.

One Shared Vow or Two Separate Vows?

When you write your own vows, you can each write your own or you can write one vow that both of you will say. Make the decision based on your personal preferences. Separate vows tend to be more personal, but a shared vow emphasizes your unity and commitment.

Two Vows with One Pen 

Agreeing to make the same declaration is something akin to a joint mission statement, telling the world that  you’re of one mind on the subject of marriage. To be sure, this does not mean that one of you will do all the work and the other will take half the credit, but you might find that coming up with a single statement is considerably less time-consuming. It can make the vows sound equal, especially if one person in the marriage is not as strong a writer as the other.

[image: 123]Essential 

If you want your vows to sound cohesive but don’t want to say the exact same thing, you can agree on the basic structure but change the key words. Try something like the following: “What I love most about you is _______, _______, and _______. My hope for our future together is ____________________________. I promise ____________________________.”

A Most Pleasant Surprise 

On the other hand, if you want your declaration to seem unscripted and carry the stamp of spontaneity, you may decide to surprise your loved one on your wedding day. You need not go out of your way to carry out this sneak attack; simply insist upon writing your vows alone and agree not to disclose them until the grand unveiling. Of course, the surprise should go both ways, so you’ll have to convince your fiancé to follow suit.

[image: 123]Alert!

Be sure that both of you agree to take the same tone in your vows. Remember the episode of Friends where Monica’s girlfriends sighed wistfully over her romantic and touching words, while Chandler’s guy friends gleefully chuckled over his amusing ones? You don’t want to walk away from the altar disappointed in your fiancé’s approach to vows.

Do It Together 

Writing your wedding vows together can be an enlightening adventure. Plan to do something special together to create the mood, and get each other excited about it.

Set the scene for a romantic afternoon or evening. A clean, tidy space, some low-key mood music, and a supply of provisions are imperative. Incense and a candle or two wouldn’t hurt either. Consider ordering a nice meal— creativity does not live on love alone.

[image: 123]Essential 

Premarital counseling is a fantastic tool to shine a light on one’s strengths and weaknesses. If you choose to have this discussion without a referee, topics like how you feel about love, marriage, commitment, and family should headline the conversation. It’s this kind of insight that’s going to make your vows stand out as a sincere pledge of allegiance.

A picnic is also a fun way to get your creative juices flowing. You can either surprise your partner or organize the outing together. Just remember, once you’ve laid out your spread and enjoyed the contents of your wicker basket, it’s time to set to the task of composing your vows.

Decide whether you’ll have one shared vow or two separate vows. If you will have two separate vows, will you allow your partner to read your vows before your wedding day? Look over the ideas in this book and decide what kind of vow you want. Do you like poetry, or would you rather start from scratch? Once you’ve settled all the major questions, you can start having some real fun. Regardless of whether you will share your vows with each other, brainstorm together and bounce ideas off of each other.

[image: 111]The Right Words 

As you begin to write your vows, it’s not unusual to find yourself at a loss for words. The following vocabulary list should help jump-start your thought process.

A 

absolute 

accomplish 

adore 

affection 

ardor 

attraction 

B 

beauty 

bliss 

bond 

C 

caring 

ceaseless 

cherish 

commitment 

companionship 

confidant 

constant 

content 

D 

dedication 

destiny 

divine 

E 

elation 

embark 

emotion 

encourage 

endless 

enduring 

eternity 

everlasting 

exquisite 

F 

faith 

fidelity 

fondly 

forever 

friend 

G 

genuine 

gift 

godly 

grant 

gravity 

H 

happiness 

harmony 

heart 

honest 

honor 

humor 

I 

immortal 

infinite 

inspire 

invaluable 

J 

join 

joy 

journey 

jubilation 

K 

karma 

key 

kiss 

knowledge 

L 

lasting 

laughter 

life 

light 

limitless 

love 

loyal 

M 

magical 

meld 

merge 

N 

never-ending 

noble 

O 

oceanic 

oneness 

open 

overcome 

P 

passion 

perfection 

pleasure 

pledge 

precious 

promise 

protect 

provide 

pure 

Q 

quality 

R 

radiant 

real 

rekindle 

respect 

responsibility 

S 

sacred 

sacrifice 

sanctity 

selfless 

share 

soul 

soul mate 

strength 

sublime 

suited 

support 

sympathy 

T 

tender 

thankful 

total 

treasure 

true 

trust 

U 

ultimate 

understanding 

unity 

unparalleled 

uplifting 

V 

value 

vibrant 

virtuous 

vision 

vivacious 

vow 

W 

warm 

whole 

wisdom 

worthy 

Z 

zeal 

zenith 





Chapter 2 
Pen to Paper 

Without further ado, it’s time to roll up your sleeves, pick up a pen, and get down to the business of composing your masterpiece. Some people find it helpful to get into a creative mode by using a pen that is an unusual style or color. Heck, if crayons and butcher paper get you in the right space, raid the nearest preschool and let the fun begin.

Rule One: There Are No Rules 

Using the material you have developed, start writing a first draft of your unique wedding vow.

[image: 123]Fact 

You don’t have to follow any rules, but it helps to be on the same wavelength as your fiancé. Your wedding vows are about the two of you and what you mean to each other, so they should complement each other.

Let yourself go—there is no right or wrong way to write your wedding vow. Give yourself permission to write anything and everything that seems right; you can always cut back later. Go ahead and wax rhapsodic. It’s okay if this first draft runs long. Remember, it will take several drafts to develop a vow that is right for you.

After you’ve finished writing your first draft, read it over. While you may be able to reject some parts outright, at least a few phrases should smack of genuine feeling and stand out as vow-worthy. Highlight these gems for possible future use.

Seven Outlines to Get You Started 

The first draft is all about jogging your imagination and sharpening your creative instincts. But let’s face it; you’re probably not going to want to recite it before a hundred of your nearest and dearest. What you need now is structure, and there’s nothing like an outline to get your thoughts organized.

[image: 123]Alert!

The right way to compose your own wedding vows is your way. In customizing your own wedding vows, you should let your imagination be your guide. Develop vows that are meaningful to both you and your partner, that say something unique about your love, and that exemplify the way you envision your new life together.

Look at these outlines and examples simply as blueprints geared to get your vows up and running.

Outline One 

Initial statement relating to the past.

Statement relating to your partner.

Promise or commitment to each other.

Here’s an example:

[image: 222] Groom: When I was a child, I thought nothing would ever persuade me to leave my home state of Maine when it came time to make my way in the world. But that was before I met you.

[image: 222] Bride: As a young girl, I dreamed of a place where I could grow with another, step by step, side by side. I have found that place in your heart.

[image: 222] Groom: Kathy, you have helped me to learn that love is a direction, not a destination.

[image: 222] Bride: John, you have taught me that, when someone is there no matter what, trust and commitment come without effort of their own accord.

[image: 222] Groom: I pledge to you my future. I will share all my tomorrows with you and no other.

[image: 222] Bride: I pledge to you my future. I will share all my tomorrows with you and no other.

Outline Two 

Extended statement culminating in a statement of your commitment to one another.

Here’s an example:

[image: 222] Groom: The first thing I noticed about Kathy was her radiant smile. We were both auditioning for a show in college, and when I asked her what type of piece she’d prepared, she said she planned to make it all up on the spot—and then she smiled at me. Kathy, your warmth and spontaneity have won my heart utterly. From this day forward, I will stand by your side. You are the one I will be true to always. Let us make our lives together.

[image: 222] Bride: The first thing I noticed about John was his unceasing energy. As he waited for the director to call him in, he couldn’t seem to sit still, and when I told him my plans for the audition, he stared at me as though I were mad—but mad in an interesting way. What he didn’t tell you just now was that I got the  lead role in that show and he wound up in the chorus. But John, from that day to this, and for all the days that follow, you will always be my leading man.  From this day forward, I will stand by your side. You are the one I will be true to always. Let us make our lives together.

Outline Three 

Opening verse of a favorite song, or quote from a book or poem that is particularly meaningful to you as a couple.

Continuation of cited material.

Promise or commitment to each other.

Here’s an example:

[image: 222] Bride: Grow old along with me!

[image: 222] Groom: The best is yet to be.

[image: 222] Bride: The last of life, for which the first was made.

[image: 222] Groom: Our times are in his hand Who saith, “A whole I planned; Youth shows but half. Trust God; see all, nor be afraid!”

[image: 222] Bride: God bless our love.

[image: 222] Groom: God bless our love.

[image: 222] Bride: John, in this assembly of friends and family, I take you today as my husband. I do this in the certainty of my soul, and knowing that you are my true life partner. I will love you, honor you, and cherish you for the rest of our days, so long as we shall live.

[image: 222] Groom: Kathy, in this assembly of friends and family, I take you today as my wife. I do this in the certainty  of my soul, and knowing that you are my true life partner. I will love you, honor you, and cherish you for the rest of our days, so long as we shall live.

Outline Four 

Bride: Dictionary definition of an important aspect of your relationship.

Groom: Elaboration on this theme, extending into your own interpretation, as a couple, of the word or phrase.

Both: Promise or commitment to each other.

[image: 222] Bride: The dictionary defines love as the attraction or affection felt for a person who elicits delight and admiration.

[image: 222] Groom: For us, as we begin our lives together, that definition is only a beginning. We make a commitment to our love today, and we see it as a willingness to give, to see oneself through another, and to work together to make the best parts of ourselves a reality.

[image: 222] Bride: John, my love for you is the foundation upon which I want to build my life. Take this ring as a sign of my faith.

[image: 222] Groom: Kathy, my love for you is the foundation upon which I want to build my life. Take this ring as a sign of my faith.

Outline Five 

Groom: Brief statement acknowledging and celebrating the gathering of friends and family.

Bride: Longer statement continuing this idea.

Both: Promise or commitment to each other.

Here’s an example:

[image: 222] Groom: Today we bring two families together and celebrate as one family.

[image: 222] Bride: To all who have come with us to mark our union today, we offer our thanks for your help through the years, our embrace for your support over the weeks and months that led to this day, and our promise that, as new members of this new and larger family, we will always be there for you as you have been there for us.

[image: 222] Groom: Kathy, in joining my life with yours, I give you all that I am and all that I may become. I give myself to you as your husband.

[image: 222] Bride: John, in joining my life with yours, I give you all that I am and all that I may become. I give myself to you as your wife.

Outline Six 

Scriptural passage that is particularly meaningful to you as a couple.

Continuation of cited material.

Promise or commitment to each other.

Here’s an example:

[image: 222] Groom: From the beginning of creation God made them male and female.

[image: 222] Bride: This is why a man must leave father and mother . . .

[image: 222] Groom: . . . and the two become one body. They are no longer two, therefore, but one body.

[image: 222] Bride: So then, what God has united . . .

[image: 222] Groom: . . . man must not divide.

[image: 222] Bride: John, today, in the gathering of this honored company, we unite in God’s love. I pledge myself to you as your wife, and will be faithful to you for all of our days.

[image: 222] Groom: Kathy, today, in the gathering of this honored company, we unite in God’s love. I pledge myself to you as your husband, and will be faithful to you for all of our days.

Outline Seven 

With your partner, develop a single paragraph to be recited by both of you. The paragraph should draw on the material you have discussed in your premarital counseling.

Here’s an example:

[image: 222] I, John, take you, Kathy, to be my wife. I want to grow old along with you; I want to share the blessings of children and family with you. Today, before these honored guests and beloved family members, I vow to love you and honor you for as long as we both live. I vow to respect you, listen to you, and grow with you, through good times and bad times.

[image: 123]Question?

What is a covenant marriage?

Some couples, like former Arkansas governor and Baptist pastor Mike Huckabee and his wife Janet, have a covenant marriage. This is where a couple agrees to engage in special, religious premarital counseling and can subsequently only divorce under extreme circumstances such as abuse, drug use, conviction of a felony, or other serious offenses. It is legal only in a handful of states.

A Word to the Wise 

Stay away from negative imagery. Remember, as John Donne said, “I am two fools, I know, for loving, and for saying so in whining poetry.” By all means, express yourself, but keep it light. Your vows should be inspirational and uplifting, not ominous and foreboding. When you start writing, try to think about all the positive qualities that you bring to your marriage. The following example should serve as a marital vow don’t:

[image: 222]  I, Kathy, take you, John, to be my husband from this day forward. I promise never to stray from the path that we forge as we face our tomorrows together as  one. This wedding is a true joining of souls. Although we’ve had our ups and downs in the past, our lawful union will not outlast the love, trust, and harmony that exist between us today. I promise to be vigilant in preserving these, our shared values, as the mainstays of our marriage no matter what manner of hardship comes our way.

Equally irrelevant are the arguments and breakups that you and your fiancé may have had in the past. Unless you’re referring to the time you helped your fiancé through an illness, or something of this nature, mentioning past “ups and downs” is completely uncalled for.

Don’t Wait Until the Last Minute 

Even if you’re an adrenalin junkie who works best under pressure, do yourself a favor and don’t leave the vow writing until you’re being driven to the church. This exercise requires a clear head and calm demeanor, neither of which you will have right before the wedding.

There are many people who feel that they are most creative when they are under the gun. In the classic Calvin and Hobbes comic strip by Bill Watterson, Calvin declares, “You can’t just turn on creativity like a faucet. You have to be in the right mood.” To which Hobbes asks, “What mood is that?” Calvin replies, “Last-minute panic.”

The problem with people who take this approach is that they are only creative when they are forced. These are people who enjoy the thrill of procrastination. Writing your vows requires craft, not adrenalin.

[image: 123]Question?

Can I make him promise to mow the lawn every week?

Keep it classy. No one wants or needs to hear about how often you promise to paint the house or be intimate with each other. If you absolutely must put these things on paper, do it in a prenuptial agreement where the only people who will be aghast are your attorneys who are paid to keep quiet.

Start jotting down your thoughts at least several weeks before the wedding, and don’t expect to get it perfect the first time. Most professional authors go through several drafts before they’re satisfied with their results. You might even want to walk away and let your brain percolate for a bit in order to find the perfect words or phrase. If you’re the kind of person who wakes up in the middle of the night with “Eureka!” moments, keep a pad and pencil on your bed table so you can remember your nocturnal brilliance in the morning. If you find yourself in a situation where you can’t write something down, you can always call yourself and leave a voicemail. It sounds silly, but it works.





End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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