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INTRODUCTION 

I have a confession to make. When it comes to home decor, I’ve come late to the party. For most of my life all I really cared about was fashion. I traveled around quite a bit, and I moved just as frequently. And when I was in town, I tended to spend more time hanging out at restaurants and clubs than nesting in my apartment. I wasn’t the least bit concerned with decorating my space or even with having a sofa to sit on. In recent years, my life has become a little less nomadic, and I’ve learned to enjoy spending time at home. It was a bit shocking suddenly to realize that while I had a dozen outfits for every occasion, I owned precious little in the way of things to make me feel comfortable and inspired in my everyday environment. Not being in the position to just go out and buy a truckload of stuff, I had to get creative. First, I made a decision about which things I could compromise on and which I could not. In regard to the latter, I decided it was worthwhile to spend the money on a sofa that I really loved. I was willing to improvise on just about everything else. Today I live in a warm and inviting space that combines a couple of must-have new pieces with loads of vintage finds, all complemented by unique, handknit accessories. Mixing different elements like new and vintage, store-bought and handmade, and a tasteful blend of kitschy and modern gives my space a feeling of vibrancy and warmth.

I’ve always sought to maintain a personal look that is both unique and stylish, and I now apply that same  attitude to my home decor. I aim to keep things flexible and fresh. Home accessories need to be updated in the same way that you keep your wardobe current by adding new items of clothing here and there and blending them with your old favorites. Transforming the look of your home can be as simple as rearranging your furniture and changing the cushion covers and afghans adorning your sofa, chairs or bed.

When it comes to knitting for your home, my advice is to splurge on big showcase pieces like afghans and cushion covers (because with proper care and storage they can last long enough to be passed down to future generations), and use stash yarn for smaller items like cozies and doilies. In addition to adorning your own living space, all the projects in YarnPlay at Home make lovely gifts. No matter what your budget, you will find something you can give to even the pickiest recipient. Knit a dishcloth and the Chichi Tea Towel for your Nana. Knit a one-of-a-kind Memphis Baby Blanket for a mother-to-be. Or go all out and knit a Bauhaus Geometric Throw as a wedding present for a dear friend. No matter what the item or the occasion, the recipient is sure to love owning an original, handknit work of art! Play around with these patterns, make them your own, and create beautiful pieces that reflect your own unique spirit. I look forward to seeing your creations!
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skill level 
GUIDE 

If you know the basics of knitting, you’ll have no problem following any of the patterns in this book. Some of the projects are very, very simple and require only that you know how to knit and sew up seams. Other projects require a few different stitches and techniques. Each project has an icon to let you know the required skill level.
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1 STAR All you need to know is how to knit, purl and sew seams together.
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2 STARS Up the ante a little: all of the above plus doing a yarn over and/or working in the round. You’ll also need to know techniques like simple crochet and picking up stitches.

[image: 9781600610059_0012_003]
3 STARS Requires some fancy skills, like intarsia and following a chart.
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MATERIALS
         + TOOLS 

	BEFORE YOU CAST ON, YOU’LL WANT TO MAKE SURE YOU HAVE THE RIGHT MATERIALS AND TOOLS FOR THE PROJECT YOU’VE CHOSEN. In this section, you will find helpful information about yarn and needles, as well as a guide to choosing the right colors for your homey handknits.
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     yarn 
GUIDE 

Before you begin knitting a project for the home, consider two important factors: form and function. Form speaks to the aesthetic quality of the project, while function brings up issues of usefulness and durability. Is your primary purpose to create an eye-catching work of art? Or is your purpose to create a piece that can sustain loads of everyday wear and tear? While lofty yarns like cashmere, alpaca and mohair create great drape and are lovely to touch, they are also the least durable. Tightly plied wools and dense cotton can withstand frequent use, but they can be heavy, and in the case of wool, feel rough and scratchy against bare skin. What’s a knitter to do? My advice is to first decide whether your primary concern is form or function. Next, take your time choosing the right yarn for your project. Finally, educate yourself on how to care for handknits. With proper care and storage you can extend the life of your handknit accessories.

Be sure to check the ball band for care instructions before you make your purchase. If you’re not into hand-washing or don’t want to spend money on dry cleaning, you probably shouldn’t invest in delicate, care-intensive fibers. While super-wash wools might be a little more expensive, it’s worth it when it means they can go from washer to dryer with no worries!

WOOL AND WOOL BLENDS 

These are definitely the most durable yarns and are perfect for afghans and cushion covers that will get a lot of everyday use. Most wool yarns can endure a gentle-cycle, cold-water wash. (Be sure to check the label for care instructions.) However, not all wools can stand up to the heat of a dryer. Only superwash wools are made to withstand both the washer and the dryer, making them a great choice for baby blankets.

COTTON AND COTTON BLENDS 

Cotton is perfect for blankets and afghans that will be used during warm weather. It is sturdy enough to be used for bathroom and kitchen rugs. Items that will be washed frequently, like dishcloths and tea towels, should be knit with durable, care-friendly fibers like cotton. Keep in mind that cottons do shrink! Dry them on a low setting and remove them from the dryer while still slightly wet in order to avoid shrinkage. This is the obvious choice for those who are allergic to wool or other animal fibers.

DENIM

Just like your favorite pair of jeans, projects knit with denim yarn will bleed, fade and shrink. Hand-wash items worked in denim yarn in cool water and lay flat to dry. Be sure to pre-wash the yarn you will use for sewing seams. I, for one, like the well-worn patina of washed denim, but if that look doesn’t turn you on, you had better stick to dry cleaning! This fiber is sturdy and fashionable, making it a good choice for handknits for the hipster in your life.

HEMP 

Hemp comes from the Cannabis Sativa plant, but don’t get any funny ideas—it’s not marijuana! It is an incredibly strong plant fiber. High-quality hemp yarn won’t shrink, stretch or pill. It can go from the washing machine, on a cold/gentle cycle, to a low temperature in the dryer. This stiff fiber becomes softer with each wash. Its only drawback is that it’s a little tough to knit with. However, you can pre-wash hemp yarn before knitting with it to make it easier on your hands.
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ALPACA, CASHMERE AND MOHAIR 

These luscious fibers are best used on handknits that will be treated with kid gloves (no pun intended). Save them for throws and other accessories that will be used in low-traffic areas of the home. Gently hand-wash items knit in these luxury fibers in cool water and lay flat to dry. The word on the street is that nine out of ten sons, boyfriends and even husbands will not treat these items with the respect they deserve. Save these precious yarns for items that you are knitting for yourself or giving to someone who will really appreciate them!

SILK 

Silk is one of the strongest fibers around. It is sturdy, it has a lovely sheen, and in most cases it is slow to pill. Hand-wash it in cool water and lay flat to dry. It is a good choice for items that are destined to be family heirlooms.

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR YARN WEIGHTS 

a SUPER BULKY up to 11 sts = 4" (10cm) 

b HEAVY WORSTED 16 sts = 4" (10cm) 

c CHUNKY/BULKY 12–15 sts = 4" (10cm) 

d FINGERING/SOCK WEIGHT 28 sts = 4" (10cm) 

e ARAN/WORSTED WEIGHT 18–20 sts = 4" (10cm) 

f SPORT WEIGHT 24 sts = 4" (10cm) 

g DK WEIGHT 21–22 sts = 4" (10cm) 

h LACE WEIGHT 32+ sts = 4" (10cm) 


Be sure to choose a yarn that gives you the gauge called for in the pattern. Or you can double or even triple strand lighter-weight yarns to attain the required gauge. This is a great way to use up leftover yarn.






needle 
GUIDE 
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STRAIGHT NEEDLES 
Bamboo straight needles.



Before you cast on for any project, make sure you have the right needles. Having the correct needle size for the yarn you’re working with is key to achieving the correct gauge. You may choose needles made from any material you like. Here’s a guide to choosing the best needle for you.

STRAIGHT VS CIRCULAR 

Straight needles are exclusively used for projects that are knit flat. Circular needles are often used to knit in the round, but they can also be used to knit flat pieces. Afghans, other heavy pieces and projects with a large number of cast-on stitches are best suited to circular needles, as they allow you more flexibility and ease of movement, taking the weight of the project off your wrists. Also, projects on circular needles are easier to store, making it a cinch to throw them in your bag so you can knit on the go!

DOUBLE-POINTED NEEDLES 

In addition to using double-pointed needles (DPNs) to work in the round, DPNs are perfect for knitting flat projects with a small number of stitches. However, you may want to use point protectors to prevent your stitches from falling off the end!

WHAT’S YOUR TYPE?

Needles can be made from metal, plastic, casein, wood, bamboo or bone.

Those who knit tightly may prefer the smoothness of metal needles, while a loose knitter may get more satisfaction from knitting with bamboo or wood. Also, many synthetic yarns are slippery to knit with and work better paired with bamboo or wood, while natural fibers get the slide they need on metal needles.

METAL NEEDLES are usually made from aluminum. They’re super slippery, and the slickest variety can make your knitting quite speedy. 

PLASTIC NEEDLES are often the most lightweight and economical choice. They’re slightly more slippery than bamboo needles.

CASEIN NEEDLES are made from a milk protein. They’re slightly flexible and are less slippery than metal needles. 

BAMBOO OR WOODEN NEEDLES “grab” the yarn, keeping stitches steady.

[image: 9781600610059_0020_001]
DOUBLE-POINTED NEEDLES 
Wooden DPNs courtesy of Laurel Hill.

[image: 9781600610059_0020_002]
CIRCULAR NEEDLES 
Wooden and plastic circular needles. Wooden needles courtesy of Laurel Hill.





    tool 
GUIDE 
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The proper array of tools is essential to fun and pain-free knitting. Most of the projects in this book are fairly simple, so you can get away with the bare minimum. But you’ll still definitely need a basic selection. Following is a guide to the general tools you’ll need.

TOOLS CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:

Small scissors, crochet hooks, darning needles, ring markers, T-pins, tape measure, stitch holders, stitch gauge.

STITCH GAUGE: This is a little square of plastic with ruled numbers on the sides and an L-shaped cutout along two ruled edges. You can lay the stitch gauge over your knitted swatch and count how many stitches and how many rows fit inside the cutout. Then divide the number of stitches by the number of inches (how long and wide the cutout is) and you’ve calculated your gauge.

POINT PROTECTORS: These are little eraser-like plastic pieces that slide onto the pointed ends of needles to keep stitches from sliding off.

ROW COUNTER: This small plastic tube has rotating numbers (kind of like those on a combination lock) that let you keep track of your rows.

SCISSORS: You’ll always need a pair of scissors. Keep a small pair in your knitting bag.

STITCH HOLDERS: Some are like safety pins without the sharp point. Others open on both ends for easy access. They come in all sizes and allow you to slide stitches off your needles and keep them neatly in place.

TAPE MEASURE: A flexible cloth or plastic tape measure is invaluable to a knitter.

DARNING (YARN) NEEDLE: This is a blunt-tipped needle with a large eye to accommodate yarn. Use a darning needle to sew seams together.

RING MARKERS: These little circles of plastic slide onto your knitting to help you keep track of important spots in your knitting—like the beginning of a round.

RUSTPROOF LOLLIPOP OR T-PINS: These large straight pins are great for securing pieces for blocking.

CROCHET HOOKS: Just like knitting needles, these hooks come in lots of different sizes. Buy a selection and use them to help you pick up dropped stitches and to make crochet borders.
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LIVING 
  with 
     color 

Everyone knows color plays a big role in setting a particular mood. It can lift your spirits or it can leave you feeling exhausted and overwhelmed. The same color can even affect people of different temperaments differently. Here are a few questions to ask yourself before choosing a color to work with:

What colors do you respond to in a positive way? What colors totally turn you off?

What mood are you seeking to create in a room? Do you want your handknit piece to blend in or to create contrast?

Now that you have established what vibe you are going for and you know what colors you want to work with and which ones you hope to avoid, use the following guide to fine-tune your choices:

To give a room a more spacious feel, choose airy, neutralizing colors like white, ecru, pale blue and light gray.

To bring warmth to a room, choose sunset shades like red, watermelon, orange and golden yellow.

To cool down a room, use soothing shades of blue, green and gray.

To bring personality to a white room, accentuate it with strong colors like grass green, fire-engine red, royal blue and lemon yellow.

For drama, use bold combinations like black and scarlet or purple and charcoal.

For sophistication, use metallics like silver, gold, copper and bronze.

Don’t forget about contrast! A rose-colored room could use a shot of lime or citron. Earth tones will glow when you introduce a metallic accessory.
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End of sample
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