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introduction



This book focuses on two of my great loves: small-loom weaving and bag making.



First, I am a dyed-in-the-wool bag maker. I haven’t bought a bag since I was in high school. Why would I? It’s so much fun to use my imagination to make one-of-a-kind bags. Second, because I am passionate about small-loom weaving, I want to inspire other people to enjoy it, too. Small looms intrigue me, and I am constantly inspired to design fun new projects for them. So, what could be better than using small looms to weave those bags I love?



Why do I love small looms so much? There are a lot of reasons: Besides being affordable, they are very portable. They are also easy to store when they are not in use, which is great. Because many of them are small enough to slip into a bag, pocket or tote, you can weave everywhere you go. Small looms allow you to do a little weaving here and there, which soon adds up to something marvelous. Another really important aspect of weaving on small looms is that they are one of the most efficient ways of crafting with yarn. There is virtually no waste with a small loom, so you can be sure that your precious yarns are being used to their maximum potential. And just because the loom is small doesn’t mean that you can only make small things with it. The shapes that are woven on small looms can be combined to make fantastic bags, pouches, purses and totes.



Another of the great advantages of small-loom weaving is that you get to put together the pieces of the bags without having to cut into the weaving. Many people are just too daunted to cut into lengths of hand-woven fabric. Sadly, this means that there are miles of hand-woven yardage languishing in cupboards and drawers. They only see the light when a weaver takes them out, looks at them, contemplates the fearful finality of slicing into that precious hand-woven fabric, sighs, and slides the fabric back into safekeeping again. When you are working with small pieces, instead of cutting apart, you are putting together and there is no intimidation or anxiety, just the ability to assemble amazing and wonderful pieces. The process is like doing addition instead of subtraction. No scariness there!



The Woven Bag is an introduction to weaving for the entry-level weaver, with simple, easy-to-understand techniques and fun, hip designs. I have developed some unique methods to speed up the process of weaving on small looms. Even if you’ve never woven before, you will soon be weaving complex-looking projects quickly and easily.You may have wanted to experiment with small-loom weaving, but didn’t have a reason to. Now, you can see just what you can accomplish with your small looms, so it’s really worthwhile to get them out and start playing with them.



There is a broad range of designs in the book: There are quirky, whimsical bags that will appeal to the young and young at heart, elegant and understated bags, and useful, functional bags. It’s a full spectrum of bags, pouches, totes, clutches and purses, all created on small looms. I hope you will enjoy this book, and of course, enjoy your small loom weaving! You will soon be proudly carrying your one-of-a-kind, handwoven bag, tote, pouch or purse.







End of sample
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