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INTRODUCTION

Nobody likes a know-it-all, do they? But if truth be told, most of us would gladly put up with the occasional put-down if we could only be that know-it-all. This is, I hope, the perfect book to test your knowledge to the limit. Should you pass all the tests, you may award yourself the official title of Chief of the Smarty-pants (before setting your mind to answering the question of the meaning of life, which should be a piece of cake after all the brain-teasers contained here).

[image: 003]

Most quiz books set out to examine only the breadth of your knowledge. This one looks at the depth of your knowledge, too. Having a little knowledge about a lot or knowing a few trivia “golden nuggets” just won’t do. Rather, we will prod and probe to find out if you know any given subject inside out.

[image: 004]

Where others might ask who was the first (or, for a challenge, the second) man to walk on the Moon, this is the book that will ask you for the names of every human who has ever stepped foot on it. Or, if space travel is not your thing, what about the titles of every play that Shakespeare wrote? The bones of the human body? The member states of the EU? The cast of Friends? The plagues of Egypt?
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From high culture to low, science, language, history, religion, travel, sports–I hope there are quizzes here that will appeal to every member of the family. Please don’t expect to know the answers to everything right away. Instead, pick a quiz that takes your fancy and give it time. Perhaps the greatest pleasure of all is to be gained by digging out the final answer to a quiz three days after you started it. Be sure to enjoy that slow-burning satisfaction!

[image: 007]

And when you come across a quiz that leaves you completely stumped (there is no inherent shame in not being able to name the original crew of the USS Enterprise or all the secretaries general of the United Nations) simply look up the answers and then, when the opportunity arises, show off your newfound knowledge like you had known it all along.
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A final bit of advice for when you have mastered these quizzes and do, indeed, know absolutely everything about everything: Always remember that the greatest fun to be had by a true know-it-all is not by boasting or bragging (such smugness will rightfully inspire scorn), but to set your knowledge valve to slow-release and look on as those around you discover for themselves just how clever you really are!
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SO ... THINK YOU KNOW IT ALL?
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The Solar System

Our solar system contains the sun and, traditionally, nine planets (although one you might remember from childhood has now been downgraded to a “dwarf planet”). Can you remember the names of all the planets (including the controversial ninth) in order of proximity to the sun?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 


Answers on page 150




Name That Bird 

Below are pictures of twenty types of birds found in various corners of the world. How many can you identify?

[image: 012]

Answers on page 150

Cube Numbers

A cube number is a number to its third power. That is to say, n3=n × n × n (where n = your original number). Can you work out the cube of the numbers 1 to 15? Definitely no calculators allowed!






Famous First Lines 

[image: 013]

Below are the first lines of ten classic novels. Can you name the title and author of each?

1. 1801 - I have just returned from a visit to my landlord - the solitary neighbour that I shall be troubled with. 
2. Mr. Sherlock Holmes, who was usually very late in the mornings, save upon those not infrequent occasions when he stayed up all night, was seated at the breakfast table. Answers on pages 150–51


3. Among other public buildings in a certain town, which for many reasons it will be prudent to refrain from mentioning, and to which I will assign no fictitious name, there is one anciently common to most towns, great or small: to wit, a workhouse; and in this workhouse was born; on a day and date which I need not trouble myself to repeat, inasmuch as it can be of no possible consequence to the reader, in this stage of the business at all events; the item of mortality whose name is prefixed to the head of this chapter. 
4. I was born in the city of Bombay … once upon a time. 
5. The play - for which Briony had designed the posters, programmes and tickets, constructed the sales booth out of a folding screen tipped on its side, and lined the collection box with crêpe paper - was written by her in a two-day tempest of composition, causing her to miss a breakfast and a lunch. 
6. “They made a silly mistake, though,” the professor of history said, and his smile, as Dixon watched, gradually sank beneath the surface of his features at the memory. 
7. Far out in the uncharted backwaters of the unfashionable end of the western spiral arm of the Galaxy lies a small, unregarded yellow sun. 
8. In my younger and more vulnerable years my father gave me some advice I’ve been turning over in my mind ever since. 
9. “Christmas won’t be Christmas without any presents,” grumbled Jo, lying on the rug. 
10. Mother died today. 
Answers on pages 150–51




The Phonetic Alphabet 

The NATO Phonetic Alphabet is the most widely used phonetic alphabet in the world today. It is the one that starts “Alpha, Bravo…” But how does it continue?

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 
i. 
j. 
k. 
l. 
m. 
n. 
o. 
p. 
q. 
r. 
s. 
t. 
u. 
v. 
w. 
x. 
y. 
z. 



The Harry Potter Novels 

J. K. Rowling has written seven novels in the Harry Potter series. Can you remember them in the order in which they were published?

Answers on page 151




Tying Yourself in Knots 

Most of us just about master tying our shoelaces, but how many of these basic sailor’s knots can you recognize and name?

[image: 014]




The Super Bowl 

Eight teams have won the Super Bowl more than twice since the 1966 season. Can you name them all, and which seasons they triumphed?

[image: 015]

Answers on page 152




The European Union 

As of 2010, the European Union comprised twenty-seven member states. Can you list them all in alphabetical order, along with their national capitals?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
Answers on page 152

[image: 016]

Books of the Old Testament

There are thirty-nine books in the 1611 King James Bible version of the Old Testament. What are their names in the order in which they appear?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 


Answers on page 153




What’s in a (City) Name? 

Many cities have undergone name changes in their histories, whether as the result of conquest, the evolution of language, or as a political statement. Below are listed the previous names of fifteen major world towns and cities. Can you identify them?

1. Peking 
2. Madras 
3. Kingstown 
4. Lyallpur 
5. Danzig 
6. Salisbury 
7. Saigon 
8. Constantinople 
9. Leopoldville 
10. New Amsterdam 
11. Kristiania 
12. Hanseong 
13. Leningrad 
14. Edo 
15. Rangoon 
Answers on page 153
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Colors of the Rainbow 

There are seven spectrums of color in the rainbow. What are they?




Fictional Sidekicks 

Below are the names of seven well-known characters. But who were their loyal companions, and can you remember their creators, too?

1. Batman 
2. The Lone Ranger 
3. Captain America 
4. The Green Hornet 
5. Sherlock Holmes 
6. Don Quixote 
7. Inspector Morse 
Answers on page 154




Required Reading 

Did you read the book or watch the movie? See if you can name the authors of the following classic books.

1. Lord of the Flies 
2. Moby Dick 
3. Wuthering Heights 
4. The Wonderful Wizard of Oz 
5. Heart of Darkness 
6. The Awakening 
7. Silas Marner 
8. The Scarlet Letter 
9. The Time Machine 
10. Gulliver’s Travels 
11. Uncle Tom’s Cabin 
12. The Turn of the Screw 
13. The Red Badge of Courage 
14. White Fang 
15. Black Beauty 
16. Anna Karenina 
17. Frankenstein 
18. The Tempest 
19. 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea 
20. Robinson Crusoe 
21. The Great Gatsby 
22. Fahrenheit 451 
23. Brave New World 
24. To Kill a Mockingbird 
25. 1984 
26. Treasure Island 
Answers on page 154




Great Composers 

How well do you know your classical music? Here are the dates of fifteen of the finest composers the world has ever seen, along with the names of some of their most famous works. Who are the composers?

1. 1756-1791 Eine kleine Nachtmusik 
2. 1873-1943 Rhapsody on a Theme of Paganini 
3. 1840-1893 The Nutcracker Suite 
4. 1770-1827 Moonlight Sonata 
5. 1732-1809 Surprise Symphony 
6. 1833-1897 Liebeslieder Waltzes 
7. 1685-1750 The Brandenburg Concertos 
8. 1865-1957 Finlandia 
9. 1685-1759 Messiah 
10. 1810-1849 The Minute Waltz 
11. 1797-1828 The Trout 
12. 1811-1886 Hungarian Rhapsodies 
13. 1809-1847 Hebrides Overture 
14. 1676-1741 The Four Seasons 
15. 1841-1904 Carnival Overture 



All the Vowels 

[image: 018]

There are eight English words that contain all five vowels in the correct order (a, e, i, o, and u). How many can you get? A big pat on the back if you manage more than two!

Answers on page 155

 


American Idol 

American Idol has launched a few superstars. Given the season, can you name the winner and runner-up?

[image: 019]




The Seven Wonders of the Ancient World 

Of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, only one survives today. But what were the seven? And, for a bonus point, which is still in existence?

Answers on page 155




Metric and Imperial 

Here are a few classic Imperial measurements (of length, area, volume, and weight). How many can you convert into metric (to two decimal places)?

[image: 020]




The Symphony Orchestra 

The modern symphony orchestra can be divided into four main parts: strings, woodwind, brass, and percussion. Can you list all the instruments you might expect to find in each section?

[image: 021]

Answers on page 156




James Bond Films 

Star of one of the most successful movie franchises of all time, Bond is the man all other men want to be and all women want to be with. Just six lucky actors have had the chance to play him. Below you have the actor and the year of each film - can you recall the name of each movie?

[image: 022]

Answers on page 156
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Cereal Mascots 

Breakfast is the most important meal of the day. Can you remember the name of the cereal based on the mascots below?

1. Sonny the Cuckoo Bird 
2. BuzzBee 
3. Toucan Sam 
4. Tony the Tiger 
5. Snap, Crackle, and Pop 
6. Dig’em Frog 
7. Cornelius Rooster 
8. Silly Rabbit 
9. Chef Wendell 
Answers on page 157
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International Currencies 

Do you know your Real from your Dong? Below are the names of various currencies. Can you name the country (or two countries) in which each is used?

1. Bolivar 
2. Colón (2) 
3. Dirham (2) 
4. Dong 
5. Forint 
6. Hryvna 
7. Koruna 
8. Kwanza 
9. Lek 
10. Lilangeni 
11. Naira 
12. Ngultrum 
13. Quetzal 
14. Real 
15. Ringgit 
16. Ruble (2) 
17. Sheqel 
18. Yen 
19. Yuan Renminbi 
20. Zloty 
Answers on page 157




Shakespeare’s Plays 

Traditionally, thirty-seven plays have been attributed to William Shakespeare, broadly grouped under the categories of Histories, Tragedies, and Comedies. How many can you remember?

[image: 025]

Answers on pages 157–58




The Supreme Court 

The ten longest-serving Supreme Court justices were in office for thirty-two to thirty-six years each. Can you name them all, given their terms?

1. April 17, 1939 - November 12, 1975 
2. May 20, 1863 - December 1, 1897 
3. December 19, 1975 - June 29, 2010 
4. February 4, 1801 - July 6, 1835 
5. August 19, 1937 - September 17, 1971 
6. December 10, 1877 - October 14, 1911 
7. October 16, 1956 - July 20, 1990 
8. January 7, 1972 - September 3, 2005 
9. February 3, 1812 - September 10, 1845 
10. January 14, 1835 - July 5, 1867 
Snow White’s Dwarfs

Can you remember the names of all seven dwarfs in Walt Disney’s classic 1937 movie Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs?



Answers on page 158
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Mixing It Up 

Think you know your booze? Well, here are the key ingredients of ten classic cocktails, as recognized by the International Bartenders’ Association. Can you name them?

1. Vodka, tomato juice, lemon juice 
2. Gin, Heering cherry liqueur, Cointreau, Bénédictine liqueur, grenadine, pineapple juice, fresh lemon juice, Angostura Bitters 
3. Vodka, tequila, white rum, triple sec, gin, lemon juice, gomme syrup, cola 
4. White rum, lime juice, mint, sugar, soda water 
5. Tequila, triple sec, lemon or lime juice 
6. Vodka citron, triple sec, lime juice, cranberry juice 
7. Vodka, Galliano, orange juice 
8. Vodka, orange juice 
9. Vodka, coffee liqueur, cream 
10. Rye or Canadian whisky, sweet red vermouth, Angostura Bitters, maraschino cherry 
Answers on page 159




The Greek Alphabet 

Our word “alphabet” is derived from the names of the first two Greek letters, alpha and beta. The Greek alphabet consists of twenty-four letters in total. Below are the symbols for each. Can you give their English names?

1. α 
2. β 
3. γ 
4. δ 
5. ε 
6. ζ 
7. η 
8. θ 
9. ɩ 
10. κ 
11. λ 
12. μ 
13. V 
14. ξ 
15. O 
16. π 
17. ρ 
18. ϭ 
19. τ 
20. υ 
21. φ 
22. χ 
23. Ψ 
24. ω 
Answers on page 159


States and Their Capitals 

Identify each of the fifty states and their capitals. Beware - it is sometimes not the one you thought.

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 
45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
Answers on page 160


Great Film Taglines 

Taglines are the slogans that reel us into theaters. Here are some of the most memorable in film history. With the additional clue of the year the film came out, can you match the tagline to the movie?

1. The strangest story ever conceived by man. (1933)
2. For anyone who has ever wished upon a star. (1940)
3. Dance she did, and dance she must - between her two loves. (1948)
4. What a Glorious Feeling! (1952)
5. Jim Stark–a kid from a “good” family–what makes him tick … like a bomb? (1955)
6. Check in. Relax. Take a shower. (1960)
7. The Happiest Sound in all the World! (1965)
8. Being the adventures of a young man whose principal interests are rape, ultra-violence, and Beethoven. (1971)
9. Don’t go in the water. (1975)
10. On every street in every city, there’s a nobody who dreams of being a somebody. (1976)
11. A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away … (1977)Answers on pages 160–61


12. You’ll Believe a Man Can Fly! (1978)
13. In space no one can hear you scream. (1979)
14. Who you gonna call? (1984)
15. He’s the only kid ever to get into trouble before he was born. (1985)
16. The first casualty of war is innocence. (1986)
17. A tale of murder, lust, greed, revenge, and seafood. (1988)
18. Can two friends sleep together and still love each other in the morning? (1989)
19. To enter the mind of a killer she must challenge the mind of a madman. (1991)
20. He’s having the worst day of his life … over, and over … (1993)
21. Fear can hold you prisoner. Hope can set you free. (1994)
22. A lot can happen in the middle of nowhere. (1996)
23. Reality is a thing of the past. (1999)
24. The greatest fairy tale never told. (2001)
25. Sometimes you have to go halfway around the world to come full circle. (2003)
Answers on page 161

World Landmarks

Here are twenty of the most famous sites around the world. But do you know where each one is?

1. Arch of Constantine 
2. Heroes’ Square 
3. The World Archipelago 
4. Statue of Christ the Redeemer 
5. Diocletian’s Palace 
6. Stari Most 
7. Abu Simbel 
8. CN Tower 
9. Ruins of Machu Picchu 
10. Saint Basil’s Cathedral 
11. The Forbidden City 
12. Temple of the Golden Pavillion 
13. Sagrada Família 
14. Uluru 
15. Mount Rushmore National Memorial 
16. Taj Mahal 
17. Blue Mosque 
18. Little Mermaid Statue 
19. Hofburg Imperial Palace 
20. Acropolis 


Answers on page 161

 


Types of Trees 

Here are the leaves of twenty well-known types of trees. How many can you identify?

[image: 027]

Answers on pages 161–62




[image: 028] The Signs of [image: 029]  the Zodiac 

There are twelve star signs, providing horoscope writers the world over with a never-ending source of material. But what are they?




Scrabble Tiles 

In the game of Scrabble, each letter is worth a set amount of points. Can you complete the table below (the figure in parentheses indicates the number of letters of that particular value)?

[image: 030]

Answers on page 162




The Oscars: The Biggest Winners 

As of 2009, twenty-five films had achieved a total of seven or more Oscars. Can you name them? To give you a clue, the table below gives you the total number each film won and the year it won them.

[image: 031]

Answers on page 162
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Great Artists 

Below are the dates of twenty of the greatest artists of all time, along with the name of one of their most famous works. Can you name the artist in each case?

[image: 033]

Answers on page 163




Songs from the Musicals 

We all like a show with some good tunes, but sometimes the songs become more famous than the shows themselves. Can you remember which musical gave birth to these anthems?

1. “You’ll Never Walk Alone”
2. “Oh, What a Beautiful Morning”
3. “There’s No Business Like Show Business”
4. “Ol’ Man River”
5. “Summertime”
6. “Luck Be a Lady”
7. “Hopelessly Devoted to You”
8. “Who Wants to Be a Millionaire? “
9. “Something Wonderful”
10. “Always True to You in My Fashion”
11. “Feed the Birds”
12. “On the Street Where You Live”
13. “As Long As He Needs Me”
14. “The Music of the Night”
15. “La Vie Bohème”
16. “The Time Warp”
17. “Happy Talk”
18. “Sixteen Going on Seventeen”
19. “America”
20. “I Dreamed a Dream”
Answers on page 163




The Human Skeleton 

The average adult body hangs on a frame of 206 bones. Can you label those identified on the diagram below?

[image: 034]

Answers on pages 163–64




The Safari “Big Five” 

The test of a truly great safari is whether you manage to see examples of all the animal types that comprise the “Big Five.” It was a list originally created by big game hunters on the basis of which animals were hardest to kill. Which species make up the classic “Big Five”?




The Modern Decathlon 

Which ten athletic events make up the decathlon?




The World’s Longest Rivers 

Below are the lengths of the eight longest rivers in the world. Can you work out which they are?

[image: 035]

Answers on page 164




The Periodic Table 

Here are a few tests to see how well you remember the dreaded Periodic Table, which was invented by Dmitri Mendeleev in 1869. To make it a bit easier, you’re given the atomic number and the chemical symbols that represent each element.

 

(A) To start, can you remember the first eight elements?

[image: 036]

(B) What about the Noble gases?

[image: 037]

Answers on pages 164–65

(C) And a few more random ones just for fun.
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What the Romans Did for Us 

We use plenty of Latin phrases in everyday speech, but do we always know exactly what they mean? Here are ten definitions. Which Latin phrase does each describe?

1. A great work. 
2. A thing given in return for another. 
3. A writ requiring a person to be brought before a judge. 
4. For a particular purpose. 
5. In the very act of committing an offense. 
6. Let the buyer beware. 
7. Within the glass. 
8. The other way around. 
9. The school, college, or university one attends or attended. 
10. The way in which an individual performs a task. 
Answers on page 165




Great Poems 

[image: 039]

Here are the famous first lines of fifteen poems. What are the names of the poems and who wrote them?

1. Twas brillig, and the slithy toves … 
2. I met a traveller from an antique land … 
3. Remember me when I am gone away … 
4. How do I love thee? Let me count the ways. 
5. Should auld acquaintance be forgot … 
6. That Whitsun, I was late getting away … 
7. What passing-bells for these who die as cattle? 
8. Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness … 
9. There’s a whisper down the line at 11. 39 … 
10. Half a league, half a league … 
11. If you can keep your head when all about you … 
12. Stop all the clocks, cut off the telephone … 
13. Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered weak and weary … 
14. Earth has not anything to show more fair … 
15. Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day? 
Answers on pages 165–66

[image: 040]

The Hits of Elvis

Elvis Presley had eighteen tracks that made it to the top of the charts in the United States. Can you recall them all?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 


Answers on page 166




Noms de Plume 

Throughout history, some of the greatest writers have hidden behind pseudonyms. Here are the real names of ten hugely successful wordsmiths. Can you work out which names they wrote under?

1. Anne Brontë 
2. Theodor Seuss Geisel 
3. Mary Ann Evans 
4. Eric Arthur Blair 
5. David John Moore Cornwell 
6. Józef Teodor Nalecz Konrad Korzeniowski 
7. Charles Lutwidge Dodgson 
8. Samuel Langhorne Clemens 
9. Thomas Lanier Williams 
10. Tomas Straussler 
Answers on page 166

Military Ranks

The U.S. Army has twenty-nine recognized ranks, starting with Private and ending with General. But what are all the ones in between?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 


Answers on page 167




Holidays 

Can you name the dates of the following holidays?

1. Groundhog Day 
2. Flag Day 
3. Valentine’s Day 
4. St. Patrick’s Day 
5. Earth Day 
6. Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
7. Labor Day 
8. Thanksgiving 
9. Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 
10. Veterans Day 
11. Memorial Day 



Great Inventions 

Here is a list of inventions that have helped shape the world we live in today. But who were the great minds that created them?

1. Ballpoint pen 
2. Clock radio 
3. Coca-Cola 
4. Dynamite 
5. Frozen food 
6. Hot-air balloon 
7. Jet engine 
8. Machine gun 
9. Mechanical calculator 
10. Microwave oven 
11. Phonograph 
12. Printing press 
13. Spinning Jenny 
14. Stethoscope 
15. Telephone 
Answers on page 167
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Books of the New Testament

In the King James Bible of 1611, there are twenty-seven New Testament books. What are they?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 


Answers on page 168

Birthstones

For each month of the year there is an associated stone. Can you name the twelve?






New Nations 

Since the dissolution of the USSR into fifteen new nations in 1991, a further twelve new countries (as recognized by the UN) have come into existence around the world. Here are the dates of their establishment. Can you name them?

1991
 1991
 1991
 1991
 1992
 1992
 1993
 1993
 1993
 1993
 1994
 2002

Answers on page 168




Famous Dates in History 

Below are fifteen defining moments of human history. In which years did they occur?

1. The Foundation of Rome 
2. Birth of Buddha 
3. Constantine, the Roman Emperor, converted to Christianity 
4. Birth of Muhammad 
5. Signing of the Magna Carta by King John of England 
6. Christopher Columbus made his discovery of the New World 
7. Signing of the Declaration of Independence 
8. The French Revolution 
9. Battle of Waterloo ended the Napoleonic Empire 
10. Charles Darwin published The Origin of Species 
11. Einstein published his theory of relativity 
12. The Russian Revolution 
13. World War II ended 
14. The silicon chip was invented 
15. Collapse of the Berlin Wall 
Answers on page 169




The Morse the Merrier 

We all know that if you’re in trouble and you need to communicate via Morse Code, trust in a simple…---… (S.O.S.). How well do you know the rest of the alphabet, though?

a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 
i. 
j. 
k. 
l. 
m. 
n. 
o. 
p. 
q. 
r. 
s. 
t. 
u. 
v. 
w. 
x. 
y. 
z. 



Which Trophy, Which Sport? 

Below are the names of ten coveted sports trophies. Can you work out which sport you’d need to play to be in with a chance of getting your hands on each one?
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The Summer Olympics 

The modern Olympic Games were first held in 1896. Can you match each year below to the host city?

1. 1896
2. 1900
3. 1904
4. 1908
5. 1912
6. 1920
7. 1924
8. 1928
9. 1932
10. 1936
11. 1948
12. 1952
13. 1956
14. 1960
15. 1964
16. 1968
17. 1972
18. 1976
19. 1980
20. 1984
21. 1988
22. 1992
23. 1996
24. 2000
25. 2004
26. 2008
27. 2012
28. 2016
Answers on page 170




Presidential Runners-Up 

Can you name the runners-up to these presidential election winners?

1. George Washington (1789) 
2. George Washington (1792) 
3. John Adams (1796) 
4. Thomas Jefferson (1800) 
5. Thomas Jefferson (1804) 
6. James Madison (1808) 
7. James Madison (1812) 
8. James Monroe (1816) 
9. James Monroe (1820) 
10. John Quincy Adams (1824) 
11. Andrew Jackson (1828) 
12. Andrew Jackson (1832) 
13. Martin Van Buren (1836) 
14. William Henry Harrison (1840) 
15. James K. Polk (1844) 
16. Zachary Taylor (1848) 
17. Franklin Pierce (1852) 
18. James Buchanan (1856) 
19. Abraham Lincoln (1860) 
20. Abraham Lincoln (1864) 
21. Ulysses S. Grant (1868) 
22. Ulysses S. Grant (1872) 
23. Rutherford B. Hayes (1876) 
24. James A. Garfield (1880) 
25. Grover Cleveland (1884) Answers on pages 170–71


26. Benjamin Harrison (1888) 
27. Grover Cleveland (1892) 
28. William McKinley (1896) 
29. William McKinley (1900) 
30. Theodore Roosevelt (1904) 
31. William H. Taft (1908) 
32. Woodrow Wilson (1912) 
33. Woodrow Wilson (1916) 
34. Warren G. Harding (1920) 
35. Calvin Coolidge (1924) 
36. Herbert Hoover (1928) 
37. Franklin D. Roosevelt (1932) 
38. Franklin D. Roosevelt (1936) 
39. Franklin D. Roosevelt (1940) 
40. Franklin D. Roosevelt (1944) 
41. Harry S. Truman (1948) 
42. Dwight D. Eisenhower (1952) 
43. Dwight D. Eisenhower (1956) 
44. John F. Kennedy (1960) 
45. Lyndon B. Johnson (1964) 
46. Richard Nixon (1968) 
47. Richard Nixon (1972) 
48. Jimmy Carter (1976) 
49. Ronald Reagan (1980) 
50. Ronald Reagan (1984) 
51. George H.W. Bush (1988) 
52. Bill Clinton (1992) 
53. Bill Clinton (1996) 
54. George W. Bush (2000) 
55. George W. Bush (2004) 
56. Barack Obama (2008) 
Answers on pages 170–71




The World’s Highest Mountains 

Do you know the names of the highest mountains on each continent?

[image: 043]


A Star Is Born 

Some of the most famous names in entertainment swapped the names they were born with for something a little more glitzy. Here are the birth names of twenty-five major stars. How are they better known?

1. Marvin Lee Aday 
2. Frederick Austerlitz 
3. William Bailey 
4. Norma Jeane Baker 
5. Anna Mae Bullock 
6. Reginald Dwight 
7. Eileen Regina Edwards 
8. Ernest Evans 
9. Vincent Furnier 
10. Frances Gumm Answers on page 171


11. Virginia Patterson Hensley 
12. Paul Hewson 
13. Caryn Johnson 
14. Steveland Judkins 
15. Allen Konigsberg 
16. Cherilyn Sarkisian 
17. Archibald Leach 
18. Marion Morrison 
19. Georgios Krylacos Panayiotou 
20. Betty Joan Perske 
21. Bernard Schwartz 
22. Gordon Sumner 
23. Brian Warner 
24. Julia Wells 
25. Robert Zimmerman 
Answers on page 171




Best Actor Oscars 

Nine men have won the Best Actor Academy Award twice. Can you work out who they are just from the years that they won?
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Answers on pages 171–72




Best Actress Oscars 

As for the women, one lady is ahead of the pack with four wins, and eleven others have won twice. Again, here are the years but what are the names?
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Below is a selection of popular team sports. How many in-game players do you need for a team in each sport?

1. Soccer 
2. Rugby Union 
3. Rugby League 
4. Field Hockey 
5. Ice Hockey 
6. Polo Answers on page 172


7. Basketball 
8. Baseball 
9. Football 
10. Cricket 
11. Lacrosse (Men) 
12. Lacrosse (Women) 
International Organization Acronyms

Many international organizations are known best by their acronyms. Can you give the full names of the organizations listed below?

EFTA
 FAO
 IAEA
 IBRD (The World Bank)
 ICRC
 IMF
 IOC
 NATO
 OECD
 OPEC
 UN
 UNESCO
 WHO
 WIPO
 WTO



Answers on pages 172–73




The Chronicles of Narnia 

C. S. Lewis documented the history of the imaginary land of Narnia in seven books of enduring popularity. You have the year of publication of each to start you off, but can you name them all?
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Animal Collective Nouns 

The English language is rarely livelier than when describing groups of particular animals. Here are fifteen collective nouns that are particularly rich in imagery. To which species does each refer?

1. Cackle 
2. Charm 
3. Colony 
4. Intrusion 
5. Knot 
6. Labor 
7. Murder 
8. Parliament 
9. Plague 
10. Pod Answers on pages 173–74


11. Pride 
12. Shrewdness 
13. Smack 
14. Streak 
15. Unkindness 



Company Founders 

Can you name the companies the following people founded?

1. Henry and Helal Hassenfeld 
2. Adolf Dassler 
3. Sam Walton 
4. Jeff Bezos 
5. Harold Matson and Elliot Handler 
6. Glen Bell 
7. Kashio Tadao 
8. Raffel Brothers 
9. Steve Jobs 
10. Bill Gates 
11. Roy Allen and Frank Wright 
12. Ingvar Kamprad 
13. Gary Burrell and Dr. Min Kao 
14. Adrian Dalsey, Larry Hillblom, and Robert Lynn 
15. George Eastman 
16. Dave Thomas 
Answers on page 174




Coastlines 

Below are the approximate lengths of the ten longest coastlines around nations. To which countries do the lengths correspond?
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Animal Young 

Lots of animals breed to produce calves or pups and the like, but a few animals have more unusual names assigned to their young. Ten of these animals are listed below. What are their offspring called?

1. Beaver 
2. Deer 
3. Dragonfly 
4. Goat 
5. Goose 
6. Kangaroo 
7. Swan 
8. Eel 
9. Hare 
10. Owl 
Answers on page 174

Anniversaries

Traditionally, each year of marriage is symbolized by a different material. Can you name the material associated with each anniversary below?

First
 Second
 Third
 Fifth
 Tenth
 Fifteenth
 Twentieth
 Twenty-Fifth
 Thirtieth
 Thirty-Fifth
 Fortieth
 Forty-Fifth
 Fiftieth
 Fifty-Fifth
 Sixtieth



Answers on pages 174–75


Grand Slams 

Golf and tennis each have their own “Grand Slams,” a rarely achieved feat where a competitor holds several specific championships at one time. But what are the events that make up the Grand Slam in the case of each sport?

[image: 050]




The Books of Roald Dahl 

Roald Dahl created some of the most popular books for children ever published. Can you name the titles in which the following characters appeared?

1. Aunt Sponge and Aunt Spiker 
2. Victor Hazell 
3. The Reverend Lee 
4. Grandma Kranky 
5. Gus, a fighter pilot 
6. Little Billy 
7. Sophie 
8. Solveg and Ranghild 
9. Charlie Bucket 
10. Vermicious Knids 
11. Mrs. Phelps 
12. Boggis, Bunce, and Bean 
Answers on page 175




World’s Longest Mountain Ranges 

There are nine overground mountain ranges with peaks over 19,700 feet. In descending height order, can you name the five longest ranges in the world?
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The Twelve Disciples 

Do you know the names of Jesus’s twelve apostles, as detailed (with slight variations between them) in the four Gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
Answers on pages 175–76




Complete the Proverbs 

We all like to share the occasional pearl of wisdom. Here are some of the best, but missing key words. How should they read?

 

A little _____________ is a dangerous thing.

Beware of_____________ bearing ____________.

Don’t count your ___________ before they’ve _________.

Let sleeping ___________ lie.

Never judge a ___________ by its __________.

Revenge is a __________ best served __________.

You can’t make an __________ without breaking a ___________ _________.

A __________ and his _________ are soon parted.

__________ is in the eye of the _____________.

___________ is the better part of ______________.

It’s the early ___________ that gets the __________.

Mighty ___________ from little ________ grow.

People who live in __________ __________ shouldn’t throw __________.

Too many _________ spoil the _________.

_________ makes the _________ grow fonder.

________ is next to godliness.

Don’t upset the _________ _________.

Make __________ while the sun __________.

One man’s __________ is another man’s __________.

Tell the _________ and shame the ___________.

Answers on page 176

 


If You Want to Get Ahead . . . 

Below are pictures of fourteen different types of hat popular through the ages. Can you correctly label each one?
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Answers on pages 176–77

The Winter Olympics

The Winter Olympic Games were first held in 1924. Can you match the years to the host city?
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Answers on page 177




Canadian Provinces and Territories 

Canada is made up of thirteen distinct provinces and territories. Can you label them correctly on the map below?
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Answers on page 177




Great Architects and Their Buildings 

Below are the names and locations of fifteen iconic buildings. All you have to do is name their famous architects.

1. Villa Rotonda, Vicenza 
2. The White House, Washington, DC 
3. Sydney Opera House 
4. St. Paul’s Cathedral, London 
5. Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum, New York 
6. Sagrada Familia, Barcelona 
7. Piazza San Pietro, Vatican City 
8. Notre Dame du Haut, Ronchamp 
9. India Gate, Delhi 
10. Glasgow School of Art 
11. Dome of Santa Maria del Fiore, Florence 
12. Chrysler Building, New York 
13. Bauhaus School, Dessau 
14. Banqueting House, London 
15. 30 St. Mary Axe (“The Gherkin”), London 
Answers on pages 177–78




The World Series 

As of 2009, a total of twenty-two baseball teams have triumphed in the World Series since its inauguration in 1903. Only eight teams have had five or more victories. Can you identify them from their total number of wins, and the first and most recent years that they were successful?
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Hogwarts Houses 

Students in the Harry Potter books attend Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry, which is broken down into four houses. Can you name all four and their mascots?

[image: 056]

Answers on page 178

The Canterbury Tales

Geoffrey Chaucer wrote The Canterbury Tales in the second half of the fourteenth century. By the time of his death he had completed twenty-four of the stories. But whose tales were they?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 


Answers on page 178




I’m with the Band 

Can you name the band that each solo artist has been associated with?

1. Peter Frampton 
2. Lionel Richie 
3. Gwen Stefani 
4. Phil Collins 
5. Justin Timberlake 
6. Ozzy Osbourne 
7. Susanna Hoffs 
8. Lauryn Hill 
9. Beyoncé 
10. Eric Clapton 
11. Conor Oberst 
12. Joan Jett 
13. Sting 
Answers on pages 178–79




Demonyms 

A demonym is the name given to the resident of any given locality. So, for instance, a resident of New York has the demonym New Yorker. But not all demonyms are so immediately obvious. Below are the names of fifteen major cities. But what would you call an inhabitant?

1. Bologna 
2. Cambridge 
3. Cape Town 
4. Caracas 
5. Florence 
6. Glasgow 
7. Guadalajara 
8. Ho Chi Minh City 
9. Las Vegas 
10. Liverpool 
11. Mexico City 
12. Moscow 
13. Munich 
14. Naples 
15. Sydney 
Answers on pages 178–79




U.S. Open (Tennis) 

As of 2010, five tennis players have won the U.S. Open Men’s Singles title more than twice in the Open era. Given the number of victories and the country, can you name them all?

5 (Switzerland)
 5 (U.S.)
 5 (U.S.)
 4 (U.S.)
 3 (Czechoslovakia)

As of 2010, seven competitors have won the U.S. Open Women’s Singles title more than twice in the Open era. Given the number of victories and the country, can you name them all?

6 (U.S.)
 5 (Germany)
 4 (U.S.)
 3 (U.S.)
 3 (Australia)
 3 (U.S.)
 3 (Belgium)

Answers on page 179
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Types of Clouds 

There are ten major cloud types - three “high clouds” (with a base between 18,000 and 46,000 feet), three “medium clouds” (between 6,500 and 23,000 feet) and four “low clouds” (under 6,500 feet). Can you name them from the descriptions below?


HIGH CLOUDS 

1. White filaments 
2. Small rippled elements 
3. Transparent sheet (commonly with a halo) 

MEDIUM CLOUDS 

4. Layered, rippled elements, usually white with a degree of shading 
5. Thin gray layer, showing the sun as if through crushed glass 
6. A thick, dark layer, low base, from which it may rain or snow 


LOW CLOUDS 

7. A layered series of rounded rolls, mostly white with a little shading 
8. Gray layers with a uniform base 
9. Individual cells, vertical rolls or towers, with flat bases 
10. Big towers, like cauliflowers with “anvil tops,” often bringing bad weather 

Answers on page 179




European Capitals 

Can you name the capitals of the countries listed below?

1. Albania 
2. Andorra 
3. Armenia 
4. Austria 
5. Azerbaijan 
6. Belarus 
7. Belgium 
8. Bosnia and Herzegovina 
9. Bulgaria 
10. Croatia 
11. Cyprus 
12. Czech Republic 
13. Denmark 
14. Estonia 
15. Finland 
16. France 
17. Georgia 
18. Germany 
19. Greece 
20. Hungary 
21. Iceland 
22. Ireland 
23. Italy 
24. Kazakhstan 
25. Latvia Answers on page 180


26. Liechtenstein 
27. Lithuania 
28. Luxembourg 
29. Macedonia 
30. Malta 
31. Moldova 
32. Monaco 
33. Montenegro 
34. Netherlands 
35. Norway 
36. Poland 
37. Portugal 
38. Romania 
39. Russia 
40. San Marino 
41. Serbia 
42. Slovakia 
43. Slovenia 
44. Spain 
45. Sweden 
46. Switzerland 
47. Turkey 
48. Ukraine 
49. United Kingdom 
50. Vatican City 
Answers on page 180




Computing Acronyms 

The rise of information technology has generated a whole language of its own, liberally laced with confusing acronyms. Here are some of those that we have bandied about in recent years, but do you know what they stand for?

ADSL
 BIOS
 BMP
 CD-ROM
 CPU
 DOS
 DPI
 DTD
 GIGO
 GPS
 HTML
 HTTP
 IM
 ISP
 JPEG
 MBPS
 PDF
 URL
 USB
 WWW

Answers on pages 180–81
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The Novels of Charles Dickens 

Charles Dickens was responsible for creating a cast of characters unrivaled in world literature. Can you name the book containing each of these characters?

1. Betsey Trotwood 
2. Mr. Bumble 
3. Bob Cratchit 
4. Mr. Pecksniff 
5. Madame Defarge 
6. Abel Magwitch 
7. Sam Weller 
8. Wackford Squeers 
9. Daniel Quilp 
10. Gabriel Varden 
11. Susan Nipper 
12. Esther Summerson 
13. Thomas Gradgrind 
14. John Chivery 
15. Lizzie Hexam 
16. Rev. Septimus Crisparkle 
Answers on page 181




The Six Wives of Henry VIII 

Henry VIII famously had six wives, whose fates are recalled in the rhyme: “Divorced, beheaded, died; divorced, beheaded, survived.” In the order in which they married him, what were their names?

Roman Numerals

Can you remember which letters represent which numbers? There is also an equation at the end to test how well you really know the system …

1
5 
10 
50 
100 
500 
1,000 

MCDLIX - XXIV = ?



Answers on page 181




Gods of Greek and Roman Mythology 

Despite different names, the gods of Greek and Roman mythology could often be substituted for one another. From the descriptions below, can you name the god in both traditions?
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Answers on page 182
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The Crew of the USS Enterprise in the Original Star Trek

The USS Enterprise, the vessel beloved of all Star Trek fans, first boldly came on to our screens in 1966. Listed below are the posts held by that original crew. Can you name the character that filled each post and (to test your Trekkie credentials) the actor that played the role?
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Answers on page 182




Capital Cities of Asia 

Here are twenty of Asia’s countries. But what are their capital cities?

1. Afghanistan 
2. Azerbaijan 
3. Bangladesh 
4. Bhutan 
5. Cambodia 
6. China 
7. India 
8. Indonesia 
9. Japan 
10. North Korea 
11. South Korea 
12. Malaysia 
13. Mongolia 
14. Nepal 
15. Pakistan 
16. Philippines 
17. Thailand 
18. Turkmenistan 
19. Uzbekistan 
20. Vietnam 
Answers on page 182




Musical Notation 

Below are a number of symbols commonly used in music manuscripts. Can you name each symbol?
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The Fellowship of the Lord of the Rings 

In J.R.R.Tolkien’s perennially popular Lord of the Rings series of books, the Fellowship of the Ring consisted of nine members. We have given you the race of each member. Can you provide the name?
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Answers on page 183

Brothers and Sisters

Cain and Abel aside, some siblings have managed to work together to achieve great success. Can you recall the names of the siblings that made up the following well-known family units?

 

MARX BROTHERS

 

 

 

 

GIBB BROTHERS (THE BEE GEES)

 

 

 

 

ANDREWS SISTERS

 

 

 

 

BEVERLEY SISTERS

 

 

 

 

OSMONDS

 

 

 

 

JONAS BROTHERS



Answers on page 183




The Earth’s Atmosphere 

Earth’s atmosphere is divided into five basic layers on the basis of their height above the planet’s surface. Do you know what each layer is called?
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Dinosaurs 

The word “dinosaur” means, literally, “monstrous lizard.” Can you identify the specific types of dinosaur being described here by the translations of their names?

1. Double-Beamed Lizard 
2. Egg Thief 
3. Face with Three Horns 
4. Fish Lizard 
5. Iguana Tooth 
6. Roof Lizard 
7. Speedy Robber 
8. Strange Lizard 
9. Tyrant Lizard King 
10. Winged Lizard 
Answers on page 184


Royal Houses 

Monarchies continue to thrive in many countries around the world. Below are the names of several major ruling families. In which countries do they reign?
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Type-Cast 

The layout of a standard keyboard is based on the typewriter layout devised by Milwaukee newspaper editor Christopher Sholes. Starting with the letter Q in the top left corner, can you reproduce the exact order of letters?

Answers on page 184




International Time Zones 

GMT (or Greenwich Mean Time) is measured from the Greenwich Meridian Line at the Royal Observatory in London (on line of longitude 0° 0’ 0”). It is the traditional standard from which all other time zones are measured. Unadjusted for summer time, can you say how many hours + or - GMT the time is in the following cities?

1. Anchorage 
2. Auckland 
3. Beijing 
4. Honolulu 
5. Moscow 
6. New Delhi 
7. New York 
8. Paris 
9. Pretoria 
10. Quito 
11. Sydney 
12. Tokyo 
Chinese Animal Zodiac

Under this system, each year is designated an animal under a twelve-year rotating cycle. But what are the twelve animals?



Answers on pages 184–85




ISO Codes 

The International Organization of Standardization attributes a two-letter code to every country in the world. These might be used, for example, in defining a country’s Internet domain names. Can you work out which countries the following codes refer to?
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I Am, You Are, He Is ...

The most basic verb to learn in any language is the present tense of “to be.” But can you remember how to conjugate “to be” in French, German, Italian, and Spanish (which has two equivalent verbs to confuse things further)?

 

ENGLISH

To be… 
I am 
You are 
He/she/one is 
We are 
You are 
They are

 

 

 

FRENCH

 

 

 

 

 

GERMAN

 

 

 

 

 

ITALIAN

 

 

 

 

 

SPANISH



Answers on pages 185–86




The Novels of the Brontë Sisters 

The three Brontë women - Anne, Charlotte, and Emily - wrote a total of eight novels between them. Can you give the pen name of each sister and the names of each of their novels?
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Who Was on Drums? 

Only a few bands have become so famous that the world at large has had an idea of the names of all the members, as opposed to just the singer or lead guitarist. Here are some of the greatest bands of all time. Can you name the classic lineups of each? (The number in brackets gives you the number of band members.)

The Beatles (4) 
Fleetwood Mac (4) 
Abba (4) 
The Jackson 5 (6 - one brother was replaced by another) 
U2 (4) 
The Monkees (4) 
Queen (4) 

Answers on pages 186–87




Celebrity Politicians 

Can you give the political office each of these former actors/ personalities is associated with?

1. Fred Thompson 
2. Jerry Springer 
3. Al Franken 
4. Sonny Bono 
5. Shirley Temple Black 
6. Ronald Reagan 
7. Jesse Ventura 
8. Arnold Schwarzenegger 
9. Clint Eastwood 
The G7

The G7 (Group of Seven) is an international organization comprising the world’s seven largest economies. Can you name all the member states?



Answers on page 187




The Monopoly Board 

One of the most popular board games of all time, Monopoly, hit the market in the 1930s. The classic game was based on locations in and around Atlantic City. But which locations correspond to which colors?
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Semaphore Signals 

Developed in the late eighteenth century by Claude Chappe, semaphore uses a system of handheld flags or lights to communicate a message. Can you read the message below?
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Landlocked Nations 

There are forty-two landlocked nations on Earth—that is, countries with no coastline. Below are listed the neighbors of ten of these countries. Can you work out which countries are being described?
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World’s Largest Countries 

Can you name the ten largest countries in the world by area?
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Days of the Week in Different Languages 

A test of how much attention you were paying in language class. Very simply, can you come up with the days of the week in French, German, Spanish, and Italian?
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United Nations Secretaries General 

Since its establishment in 1945, the United Nations has had eight secretaries general. Here are their terms of office, but can you name each one, along with their country of origin?
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Chess Pieces

In a game of chess each player has sixteen pieces. Given the quantity of each piece per player, can you recall the names?
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Answers on page 189




Who Said What? (Part I) 

Here are some well-known quotes by some of the most famous people who ever lived. So who said what?

1. I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character. 
2. Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak out and remove all doubt. 
3. Strive not to be a success, but rather to be of value. 
4. A lie can run around the world six times while the truth is still trying to put on its pants. 
5. The true end of tragedy is to purify the passions. 
6. Hatred can be overcome only by love. 
7. Youth is wasted on the young. 
8. In War: Resolution. In Defeat: Defiance. In Victory: Magnanimity. In Peace: Goodwill. 
9. If you judge people, you have no time to love them. 
10. We’re more popular than Jesus now; I don’t know which will go first - rock and roll or Christianity. 
Answers on pages 189–90




Musical Terms 

Here are the meanings of some terms commonly used to indicate pace in musical manuscripts. Do you know their names?
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The Heptathlon

The classic outdoor women’s heptathlon consists of seven events. What are they?



Answers on page 190
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International Airport Codes 

Every major airport in the world has a designated three-letter International Air Transport Association code. Where would you be flying to if your destination airport had the following codes?
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Putting a Name to a Dish 

A few select people have had a food, drink, or recipe named after them. From the descriptions below, can you work out who was the honored party in each case?

1. An English biscuit named after a nineteenth-century Italian patriot 
2. A type of tea with a distinctive bergamot tang named after a British prime minister of the 1830s 
3. A classic pizza named in honor of the wife of Umberto I of Italy in 1889 
4. A mix of fruit and ice cream created in recognition of an Australian operatic soprano 
5. A meringue dessert inspired by a Russian ballerina 
6. A popular bread-based snack named after John Montagu, an eighteenth-century English aristocrat 
7. A tuber developed in the early years of the twentieth century and named after the British monarch whose coronation was in 1902 
8. A dish of beef, pâté, and mushrooms in pastry, named after a British military hero 
9. A versatile vegetable dish popularized in Britain during a period of wartime rationing and named after the then Minister of Food 
Answers on pages 190–91

Disney Feature Films

Before his death in 1967, Walt Disney oversaw the production of nineteen films included in the Disney Animated Classics canon. Given the dates of release, can you name them all?

[image: 078]
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Who Lives There? 

Below are twenty famous addresses, some real and some fictional. Can you name the resident(s) of each one?

[image: 079]

Answers on pages 191–92

Ologies

If you want to impress someone, a guaranteed way is to be a specialist in an “-ology.” But what do they all mean? Here are a few to test your pantology.

[image: 080]
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Hits of the Beatles 

The Beatles had an amazing twenty-seven number one singles that were compiled on a bestselling album in 2009. Can you recall them all?




1 + 1 = 2 

Here are the names of one half of some of the most famous double acts. For each one, can you identify the missing partner?

1. Beavis 
2. Bert 
3. Bing Crosby 
4. Bud Abbott 
5. “Cheech” Marin 
6. Dean Martin 
7. Felix Ungar 
8. Ginger Rogers 
9. Gracie Allen 
10. Ike 
11. Lucille Ball 
12. Penn Jillette 
13. Sonny Bono 
14. Stan Laurel 
Answers on pages 192–93




Family Shows 

What is the last name of the main family in each of the following television shows?

1. Leave It to Beaver 
2. Frasier 
3. My Three Sons 
4. Step by Step (2) 
5. Family Matters 
6. 7th Heaven 
7. Family Guy 
8. Happy Days 
9. The Honeymooners 
10. Boy Meets World 
11. The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air 
12. All in the Family 
13. Married with Children 
14. Good Times 
15. Arrested Development 
16. The Nanny 
17. Moesha 
18. The Wonder Years 
19. Everybody Loves Raymond 
20. Growing Pains 
21. Roseanne 
22. My Wife and Kids 
23. Family Ties 
24. That ’70s Show 
25. Two and a Half Men 
Answers on page 193

Geographical Terms

Were you paying attention when the teacher explained what all those funny geographical terms actually meant? Below are ten definitions - can you remember the terms to which they refer?

1. A pair of points on opposite sides of the planet 
2. A narrow strip of land connecting two bigger landmasses 
3. A stretch of lowland between mountains, hills, or other uplands 
4. A narrow body of water connecting two larger water bodies 
5. A chain or cluster of islands in an ocean 
6. A pointed piece of land that sticks out into a body of water 
7. The imaginary line that circles the world at the midpoint between the North and South Poles 
8. A ring of coral forming an island in the sea 
9. An area of land surrounded by water on three sides 
10. A river or stream flowing into a larger river 
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Famous Ships and Boats 

Here are clues to the identity of fifteen famous (real-life and fictional) sailing vessels. Can you work out which they are?

1. Warship in the navy of King Henry VIII of England that sank off the south coast 
2. Passenger liner that sank on its maiden voyage to New York in 1912, with huge loss of life 
3. The ship featured in Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island 
4. Captain Ahab’s whaling ship in Moby Dick 
5. Cunard liner that sank in 1915, contributing to the U.S. entry into World War I 
6. Greenpeace ship sunk by French operatives in 1985 
7. Cunard’s flagship liner from 1969 until 2004 
8. Lord Nelson’s flagship at the Battle of Trafalgar 
9. Famous nineteenth-century tea clipper now in dry dock at Greenwich in London 
10. Flagship of the English pirate Blackbeard 
11. Cruiser that played a crucial role in the October Revolution in Russia in 1917 
12. Ship that carried the Pilgrims from England to Plymouth, Massachusetts, in 1620 Answers on pages 193–94


13. The ship on which Charles Darwin carried out much of his most famous work and whose name appeared in the title of one of his books 
14. Raft used by Thor Heyerdahl for his epic 1947 voyage 
15. Name of Jason’s ship in classical mythology 



Muppets 

The Muppets were the creation of the genius puppeteer, Jim Henson. Countless children have grown up watching them but can you remember who was who in the show from these descriptions?

1. Host and director of the show 
2. A glamour-pig with a thing for the host 
3. A bear that does stand-up comedy 
4. The company’s factotum and nephew to the theater owner 
5. A daredevil with a prominent nose 
6. A piano-playing dog 
7. A strange drumming creature 
8. The science officer in Pigs in Space 
9. Assistant to the inventor, Dr. Bunsen Honeydew 
10. The old men who heckle from the theater balcony 
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Boys and Girls 

Can you work out what names are given to the male and female of the following species?

[image: 081]

Ivy League

The term “Ivy League” was originally used to describe the sports league of the schools. Can you name all eight colleges?
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Temperature Scales 

Three of the most common scales of temperature that we use are Fahrenheit, Celcius, and Kelvin. But how hot is hot? Here is a short list of key temperature indicators. Can you say what they are in Celsius and Kelvin?

[image: 082]

The Works of Oscar Wilde

Below are listed characters from major works by Oscar Wilde. Can you remember the works in which they appeared?

Lord Darlington 
Mrs. Arbuthnot 
Herod 
Mrs. Cheveley 
Miss Prism 
Basil Hallward 
Hiram B. Otis 



Answers on pages 194–95




The Organs of the Body 

To test your knowledge of human anatomy, can you correctly label the internal organs marked on this diagram of a human being?

[image: 083]
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The Hits of Michael Jackson 

Michael Jackson achieved eighteen number one singles in the United States, the first in 1969 and the last in 1995. How many of them can you remember?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
Country Calling Codes

The International Telecommunication Union ascribes each country with a code to be used by callers from abroad. How many of the following do you know?
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The Great Lakes 

There are five North American Great Lakes. Can you name them all, from largest to smallest?




Santa’s Reindeer 

According to the poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas,” what were the names of Santa’s eight reindeer?




Clue 

One of the most enduring board games ever invented, Clue provides an opportunity to unleash the Sherlock Holmes in all of us. Can you remember the names of the six suspects, nine possible scenes of crimes, and six potential murder weapons?

[image: 085]
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Infamous Assassinations

Below is a list of assassins who have blotted the course of history. Can you name their principal victim in each case?

[image: 086]






Famous Explorers 

In an era of travel that allows us to get from one end of the world to the other in a day, it is easy to forget that we relied on many brave individuals to map the world for us. Can you identify the famous explorers from the mini-biographies below?

1. Italian-born explorer who sailed extensively around South America from c. 1497 to 1505 and after whom America is said to have been named. 
2. An Italian who famously traveled to China (then known as Cathay) via the Silk Road and resided for years at the court of Kublai Khan. Answers on pages 196–97


3. Spanish explorer best known for seizing the Aztec Empire for his country in the first half of the sixteenth century. 
4. Dutch explorer who discovered New Zealand and who gave his name to one of Australia’s states. 
5. The man who set out to find a new route to India and stumbled upon America instead. 
6. A captain who claimed the east coast of Australia for Britain, charted Newfoundland and New Zealand, and was the first European to discover Hawaii (named the Sandwich Islands). Also helped find a way of preventing scurvy. 
7. A Chinese explorer who made seven voyages to the Indian Ocean between 1405 and 1433, covering 35, 000 miles and traveling to over thirty different Asian and African countries. 
8. A onetime favorite of Elizabeth I, whose explorations of the Americas were interspersed with imprisonment in the Tower of London. He was ultimately beheaded. 
9. Sailing under the Spanish flag, he is credited as the first person to circumnavigate the world (though he died before docking back in Spain in 1521). 
10. A Victorian-era Scottish missionary who explored central Africa and became the first European to set eyes on Victoria Falls. 
[image: 087]
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Caribbean Island Countries 

Can you name them all? Hint: It may help to sing the Beach Boys.

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
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Tallest Skyscrapers 

Can you name the top ten tallest skyscrapers in the world as of 2010? Include the city for bonus points.

2,700 feet 
1,670 feet 
1,615 feet 
1,590 feet 
1,480 feet 
1,480 feet 
1,475 feet 
1,450 feet 
1,435 feet 
1,390 feet 

The Hits of Madonna

One of the great cultural icons of the late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries, Madonna had achieved twelve number one hit singles by January 2010. What are they?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 


Answers on pages 197–98

The Ten Commandments

At the heart of the Bible are the Ten Commandments that Moses received on Mount Sinai. Can you remember them (as set down in Exodus 20)?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 





So What Exactly Do You Do? 

Here is a list of eleven job titles, some of which are now rather antiquated. What do/did these professionals actually do?

1. Chandler 
2. Hostler 
3. Cooper 
4. Keeler 
5. Scrivener 
6. Tanner 
7. Wainwright 
8. Draper 
9. Costermonger 
10. Chiffonier 
11. Thatcher 
Answers on pages 198–99




Quotes from the Movies 

[image: 088]

We all have those moments when we wish we could deliver a great line like they do in the movies. But which films do the following quotes come from?

1. A census taker once tried to test me. I ate his liver with some fava beans and a nice chianti. 
2. Of all the gin joints in all the towns in all the world, she walks into mine. 
3. You don’t understand! I coulda had class. I coulda been a contender. I could’ve been somebody, instead of a bum, which is what I am. 
4. Love means never having to say you’re sorry. 
5. Frankly, my dear, I don’t give a damn. 
6. There’s no place like home. 
7. I’m king of the world! 
8. Why don’t you come up sometime and see me? 
9. Lunch is for Wimps. 
10. Carpe diem. Seize the day, boys. Make your lives extraordinary. 
Answers on page 199

 


National Flags 

Here are twenty-five flags from around the world. Can you name the countries?

[image: 089]
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Jazz Sobriquets 

In the world of jazz, it seems as though it is essential to have a super-cool nickname before you can really make it. Below are ten greats, who all had nicknames (which for some would become better known than their real names). Can you remember their made-up monikers?

1. Billie Holiday 
2. Charlie Parker 
3. Eddie Davis 
4. Edward Kennedy Ellington 
5. Ferdinand Morton 
6. Jean Reinhardt 
7. John Birks Gillespie 
8. Julian Adderley 
9. Thomas Waller 
10. William Basie 
The Planet’s Biggest Deserts

According to the World Almanac, there are ten nonpolar deserts with an area of over 150,000 square miles. Can you name them, from largest to smallest?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
Answers on pages 199–200



The Boroughs of New York

The city that never sleeps is comprised of five distinct boroughs. What are they?






City Nicknames 

There are many cities throughout the world that have their own nicknames. Can you work out which cities are being referred to here?

[image: 090]
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The Movies of Steven Spielberg 

Steven Spielberg is one of the most successful directors in Hollywood history, though his work has not always been recognized at the Oscars. Seven of his films have been nominated for best picture. What were they (and which was the only one that won)?

The Continents

The world is divided up into seven distinct continents. Can you name them all?
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South American Capitals 

Below is a list of South American nations. Can you name their capital cities?
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Sacred Texts 

At the heart of virtually every major religion is scripture - sacred texts to guide the believers. Can you name the faiths with which the following texts are associated?

1. Adi Granth 
2. Kalpasutra 
3. Kojiki 
4. Mahabharata 
5. New Testament 
6. Pali Tipitaka 
7. Qur’an 
8. Talmud 
9. Tao Te Ching 
Answers on page 201




Stevenson’s Treasure Island 

[image: 092]

Robert Louis Stevenson’s classic children’s adventure, Treasure Island, was published in 1883. Can you identify its main protagonists from the descriptions below?

1. The novel’s chief narrator and son of the landlords of the Admiral Benbow Inn 
2. Good-hearted but loose-tongued financier of the treasure hunt 
3. The upstanding and ultimately brave captain of the Hispaniola
4. Employed as the Hispaniola’s cook, he leads the mutiny 
5. A bedraggled, former pirate marooned on the island for three years 
6. An evil one-eyed pirate who meets his end under the hooves of a horse 
7. Described by Stevenson as “the bloodthirstiest buccaneer that sailed” 
8. An upright and cool-headed medic, in large part responsible for the expedition’s success 
9. Famously received the Black Spot and died of fear 
Answers on page 201




Famous Couples 

History is littered with great romantic couples. Below are a few “halves.” Can you name the partner who makes up the “whole”?

1. Pharaoh Akhenaten 
2. Humphrey Bogart 
3. Napoleon Bonaparte 
4. Robert Browning 
5. Kurt Cobain 
6. Shah Jahan 
7. John Lennon 
8. Prince Ranier 
9. Samson 
10. Edward VIII 



Novels of Jane Austen 

Jane Austen, that great chronicler of early nineteenth-century mores, published six novels. What were they?

[image: 093]

Answers on page 201

Great Works of Philosophy

Philosophers, the great thinkers of our species, have thankfully translated their ideas onto paper for millennia. Can you name the authors of the following works?

1. An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding 
2. Beyond Good and Evil 
3. Candide 
4. The Origin of Species 
5. Leviathan 
6. Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy 
7. Meditations on First Philosophy 
8. Philosophical Investigations 
9. Summa Theologica 
10. The Communist Manifesto 
11. The Critique of Pure Reason 
12. The Nicomachean Ethics 
13. The Prince 
14. The Republic 
15. Utopia 
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Scientific Breakthroughs 

Below are descriptions of ten of the greatest scientific thinkers in history. Can you name them?

1. British computer scientist often identified as the inventor of the World Wide Web. 
2. The genius behind the theory of relativity. 
3. The first man to accurately describe the circulation of blood around the body. 
4. Danish recipient of the Nobel Prize for Physics for his work on atomic structure. 
5. French chemist and microbiologist who made significant breakthroughs in identifying disease causes and preventions (including a vaccination against rabies). 
6. Reputedly had an apple to thank for putting him on to his theory of universal gravitation. 
7. A naturalist who developed the theory of natural selection. 
8. Austrian godfather of the psychology of the unconscious. 
9. Author of the most widely read book ever published on the science of the Big Bang and black holes. 
10. Sixteenth-century astronomer who outlined his theory of the heliocentric cosmos, in which Earth is not at the center of the universe. 
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Parts of Speech 

How much grammar did you learn from your school days? Can you identify the basic parts of speech that make up language?
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Comic Book Alter Egos 

Everybody loves a superhero, but can you recognize the daredevils below from their day-to-day identities?

[image: 095]
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Orson Welles’s Feature Films 

Orson Welles is one of the greatest actors and directors of the twentieth century, often credited with creating the greatest film of all time. He made a dozen feature-length films. Can you name them all?
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Plate Tectonics 

Earth’s surface is made up of a rock crust floating on a fluid magma bed, with the crust made up of several interlocking plates. There are generally considered to be fifteen main plates. What are they?

Answers on page 203

The Musicals of Andrew Lloyd Webber

Arguably the most successful exponent of the modern musical, Andrew Lloyd Webber splits critics but never lacks an audience. Between 1965 and 2010, he wrote the music for sixteen major shows. What are they?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 


Answers on pages 203–4




Who Recorded the Album? 

Here are some of the bestselling and most influential albums ever recorded. But which artists were responsible for which records?
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British Prime Ministers

Since Neville Chamberlain resigned as British Prime Minister in 1940, there have been fifteen changes of premier. Here are the dates of each period in office. You just need to insert the correct name.
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In a Galaxy Far, Far Away ... 

George Lucas has made six episodes of the Star Wars saga into action movies. Can you name them?
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Ad Slogans 

Can you name the brand that used each slogan?

1. The best a man can get. 
2. A diamond is forever. 
3. A little dab’ll do ya. 
4. Finger-lickin’ good. 
5. Good to the last drop. 
6. I can’t believe I ate the whole thing. 
7. It takes a licking and keeps on ticking. 
8. How do you spell relief? 
9. Have it your way. 
10. Give me a break. 
11. Obey your thirst. 
12. Put a tiger in your tank. 
Answers on pages 204–5




Lines from Shakespeare 

[image: 101]

He is the most famous writer in the English language and responsible for some of the most memorable lines ever committed to paper. But can you match the following quotes to the plays from which they came?

1. If music be the food of love, play on. 
2. To be, or not to be: that is the question. 
3. Good night, good night! Parting is such sweet sorrow. 
4. The better part of valor is discretion, in the which better part I have saved my life. 
5. If you prick us do we not bleed? If you tickle us do we not laugh? If you poison us do we not die? And if you wrong us, shall we not revenge? 
6. Out, damn’d spot! out, I say! 
7. A horse, a horse! My kingdom for a horse! 
8. Cry Havoc! and let slip the dogs of war. 
9. If we shadows have offended,/Think but this, and all is mended, 
10. Thereby hangs a tale. 
Answers on page 205




Who Said What? (Part II) 

Here are some more famous quotes from the great and the good. Can you identify the originators of these wise words?

1. I have walked that long road to freedom. I have tried not to falter; I have made missteps along the way. But I have discovered the secret that after climbing a great hill, one only finds that there are many more hills to climb. 
2. Well-behaved women rarely make history. 
3. Our greatest happiness does not depend on the condition of life in which chance has placed us, but is always the result of a good conscience, good health, occupation, and freedom in all just pursuits. 
4. Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee. 
5. Nothing that is worth knowing can be taught. 
6. Others have seen what is and asked why. I have seen what could be and asked why not. 
7. A woman drove me to drink and I didn’t even have the decency to thank her. 
8. Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in getting up every time we do. 
9. A room without books is like a body without a soul. 
10. I know I have the body of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart and stomach of a king. 
Answers on page 205

Walking on the Moon

Since man first walked on the moon in 1969, there were hopes that we might all be rocketing off there before long. As it has turned out, only twelve men in total have felt the moon under their feet, the last in 1972. Can you name the lucky few?




Willy Wonka’s Golden Ticket Winners 

In Roald Dahl’s Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, five fortunate children received golden tickets to go and visit Willy Wonka’s factory. What were their names?

Answers on pages 205–6




World’s Smallest Countries 

Can you name the ten smallest sovereign countries in the world by area?

[image: 102]

Warsaw Pact Countries

The Warsaw Pact of 1955 militarily bound eight East European countries together and cast a shadow over the continent for over thirty-five years. But which were the nations that signed up to it?
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The Novels of Ernest Hemingway 

One of the great (and indeed tough) men of American letters, Ernest Hemingway wrote ten novels in his life (three of which were published posthumously). Here are their years of publication. Can you fill in the titles?
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Friends 

Friends was the sitcom that sooo took over the world in the 1990s (not least by prompting a million attempts to copy the “Rachel haircut”). But what were the names of the six lead characters, and who played them?

Answers on page 206

Multiple Time Person of the Year

The iconic Time magazine has named a “Person of the Year” annually since 1927. A select few have received the accolade more than once. Can you guess who they are from the years in which they won?
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Generic Product Names 

Sometimes a brand achieves such success or market dominance that its name becomes commonly accepted as the generic name for a product. Can you work out the brand names described here?
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Original U.S. Colonies  

In 1783 Britain formally recognized the independence of the thirteen colonies that formed the original United States of America. But what were the thirteen?

Answers on page 207
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Egyptian Gods and Goddesses 

The ancient Egyptians developed a complex religious system that prospered for several millennia before all but dying out with the rise of Christianity. Can you name the gods and goddesses listed below?

[image: 107]
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Stephen Sondheim Musicals

[image: 108]

Stephen Sondheim is a living legend of the American musical. Between 1954 and 2010 he had written or cowritten eighteen major works. How many can you recall?

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
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Scales 

Can you name the widely used scales employed to measure the following?

1. Acidity/alkalinity of a solution 
2. Force of hurricanes 
3. Force of tornado 
4. Health of newborn baby 
5. Impaired consciousness 
6. Mineral hardness 
7. Sexuality 
8. Sea swell and wave height 
9. Seismic energy released in earthquake 
10. Wind speed 



Tour de France Winners 

The greatest cycling race in the world, eight men have won the Tour de France more than twice. Here are the years of their victories, but what were their names?

[image: 109]
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Heart Diagram 

Here is a diagram of the human heart. Can you name the areas labeled?

[image: 110]
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Peace Treaties

Here are the details of various treaties that brought peace (if only temporarily) down through the ages. How many do you know?
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Book of the Movie 

More often than not, if a film is made of a book it will keep the same title. But this is not always the case. Here are some notable films, but what were the names of the texts from which they were born?

[image: 112]


Space Shuttle Names 

NASA’s Space Shuttle program began in 1981 and by July 2009 had seen 129 flights by five different shuttles. What were the shuttles called?

Answers on page 209




Art Galleries of the World 

Below are some of the great art galleries of the world. But in which cities would you find them?

1. Galleria Degli Uffizi 
2. Groeninge Museum 
3. Hermitage Museum 
4. Hugh Lane Municipal Gallery 
5. J. Paul Getty Museum 
6. Metropolitan Museum of Art 
7. Musée d’Orsay 
8. Museo del Prado 
9. Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts 
10. Smithsonian American Art Museum 
11. Tate Modern 
12. The Altes Museum 
Plagues of Egypt

The book of Exodus describes ten plagues that befell Egypt. What were they?



Answers on pages 209–10

Operas

W. H. Auden once noted, “No good opera plot can be sensible, for people do not sing when they are feeling sensible.” Well, here are the titles of some of the best (along with their years of first performance). But who composed them?
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First Ladies

It is often said that behind every great man there is a great woman, and that has certainly proved to be the case with several presidents. Can you name the post-World War II First Ladies?
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Nautical Terms 

Are you seaworthy? How many nautical terms can you work out from the definitions below?

1. The front of a vessel. 
2. The central structural member used in a ship’s hull construction. 
3. A unit of speed equivalent to one nautical mile per hour. 
4. A unit of length, usually equivalent to three nautical miles. 
5. The left-hand side of a vessel when facing forward. 
6. The system of lines and masts on a sailing vessel. 
7. The right-hand side of a vessel when facing forward. 
8. A line to show where the level of water should reach when a ship is properly and fully loaded. 
9. A measurement (principally of depth) equivalent to six feet. 
10. A ship’s kitchen. 
[image: 115]
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Gold Medal Olympians 

As of 2010, eleven athletes have won more than seven Olympic gold medals. Below are detailed their total number of golds, their events, and their team. Can you identify the athlete?

[image: 116]
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SI Units

SI units are internationally recognized units of measurement widely employed throughout science and commerce. There are seven base units representing various physical quantities. Do you know what they are?
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