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Introduction

IN 1992, 974,000 people legally immigrated to the United States from at least sixty-four different countries, bringing with them their languages, their cultures, and their names. But, like many of our immigrant great-grandparents, one of the first things many of them did was adopt an American name as a way to better assimilate into American society.

In an effort to reaffirm our cultural identity, we often begin by choosing ethnic names for our children. African-Americans are bestowing more African names upon their offspring than before; people of Irish ancestry are choosing Gaelic names; Native Americans are selecting names from their native languages; people who adopt children from foreign countries often seek out a name from the child’s homeland. An ethnic name enables us to identify with a larger group sharing a common heritage.

A World of Baby Names contains names from more than sixty countries and many different languages and cultural groups, as well as biblical names, and astrological and mythological names. The book also includes information on naming customs and name lore as pertains to each country or cultural group.

I’ve always been fascinated by the study of names. For me, it goes beyond just learning the meaning of names and actually offers an interesting look at the history of many cultures: the way they lived; the languages and dialects they spoke; and the social customs and political influences that affected their lives. Thousands of years of civilization unfold through the study of names: the great intellectual triumphs of India and China a thousand years before the Europeans managed to crawl out of the Dark Ages; the spread of Christianity and Islam; golden ages of reason and learning; dark ages of ignorance, fear, and brutal conquest; and the search for freedom and new, uncharted territories. Every major historical event has affected the types of names found in different times and in different lands. In this book, I’ve tried to do more than just list thousands of names from around the world. I’ve tried to give the names historical and cultural context. I’ve tried to make learning about names as exciting for you as it is for me.

Whether you are searching for a special name for your precious child, helping a youngster to find the history and meaning of his or her name, or just browsing out of curiosity, I hope this book can be of service to you.

If you have a favored name you would like to share, or a cultural group or language you would like to see listed, I would be pleased to hear from you. You can write me through my publisher, Perigee Books.

Each entry in A World of Baby Names is alphabetized according to the English alphabet; thus, entries having initial letters with a diacritical mark, such as Åmund, are alphabetized as if they had none.

Many entries contain a cross-reference. When the cross-reference is, for example, “See MARY” or “See  JOHN (Male Names),” Mary (or John) can be found in the same chapter. However, if the cross-reference is, for example, “See MARY (English Names),” Mary will be found in the chapter indicated.

Although pronunciations have been included in this book, it is important to be aware that many sounds spoken in other languages have no English equivalents. Also note that names are pronounced differently in different parts of many countries, as the name Sarah is in the U.S. Therefore, many pronunciations are approximate and at times, just the most common are used.
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CHAPTER ONE

African Names

AFRICA IS home to hundreds of languages and more than a thousand ethnic groups. Though customs vary, the naming traditions of the major cultural groups discussed in this chapter are representative of those across the continent.

Children are revered throughout Africa and the birth of a child is an occasion for rejoicing. The naming ceremony is generally ritualistic and festive. It is cause for celebration to distinguish the child—to welcome him into the community and to congratulate the parents.

A person’s name is considered his most valuable possession, for it is the only thing that can survive death. Great care is therefore taken in selecting a child’s name, and many factors are considered before the name is chosen. Names such as the female Komuko (this one will not die) and the male Zimoko (thank you) reflect the sad fact of high infant mortality and the parents’ fervent hope that their child will survive. Birth order, the day of the week on which the child is born, important events, physical characteristics, religion, and circumstances surrounding the child’s birth are important considerations in choosing a name.

A Yoruba child is named on the seventh day after birth if it is female and on the ninth day if the baby is male. Twins and children born to Christian or Muslim parents are named on the eighth day. Three names are bestowed at the naming ceremony: the personal name (the oruko), the “praise” name (the oriki), and the kinship name (the orile).

Traditionally, the oruko name is based on circumstances surrounding the birth or the family’s living situation at the time. Examples of these types of names include the male name Adebayo (he came in a joyful time) and the female Abidemi (born during the father’s absence). Other examples of oruko names fall into the category called “born-with” names and include Taiwo (firstborn twin) and Kehinde (second of twins). These “twin” names apply to children of either sex.

The oriki typically expresses the hopes the parents have for the child’s future, or in some cases, simply refers to a unique attribute of the child. The female name Abimbola (born to be rich) and the male Adunbi (born to be pleasant) are examples of these names.

Finally, the orile name denotes which kinship group the child comes from. This genealogical name is often ancient, traced back as far as possible to the earliest known ancestor. This is comparable to our family names, which are often patronymics.

A person’s name is also of particular significance to the Ghanaian people. From the beginning, children are taught the importance of their names and to act properly and responsibly in order to bring honor to their names. If they are named after an  important figure, it is their duty to emulate the life of that person.

Ghanaian names consist of two parts: the Akeradini, the name of the deity associated with the day upon which the child is born, and the Agyadini, the name given to the child by its father. The Akeradini is bestowed upon the child immediately after birth. It is considered a “born-with” name. Examples are the female Adwoa (born on Monday) and the male Kwasi (born on Sunday). Often the family combines the birthday name with the birth order name, creating a unique name for the child. The Agyadini is not given until the naming ceremony on the seventh day after birth. The name is chosen from distinguished members of the father’s family.

The Ibo people of Nigeria are another group for whom a child’s naming ceremony is of great importance. In general, an Ibo baby is named eight days after birth and the ceremony often begins with a spiritual diviner finding out which divinity reincarnated the child. Offerings are made to the spirit, who is regarded as the child’s protector, and the child is given the name of the reincarnator. Several other names are also bestowed at the ceremony. A baby may be given a name indicative of its physical characteristics, the day on which it was born, or the parents’ happiness at the birth of the child. The female Adamma (child of beauty) and the male Chijioke (God gives talent) are two such examples. The name chosen to be the primary name is the one that either expresses the parents’ aspirations for the child’s future or one that refers to the circumstances surrounding the child’s birth.

The Abaluyia ethnic group of western Kenya generally bestow names upon their children immediately after birth. These children often have at least six names. Two names are from the father’s family group; two from the mother’s family group; one denoting the day of the week on which the child was born; one denoting the season. Other names can be given to describe family or regional circumstances or a physical characteristic of the child.

The Swahili people, one of Africa’s largest cultural groups, are a mixture of African and Arab races. Their language, Kiswahili, has been heavily influenced by Islam and many Swahili names are easily recognizable as Kiswahilized Arabic names.

Immediately after birth, a Swahili child is given a childhood name (jina la utotoni) by an elderly relative. In those cases where no relative is available, the midwife chooses the name. The childhood name is descriptive of the child’s physical characteristics, circumstances surrounding the birth, or the family’s living situation. Seven days after the birth, a Swahili child is given an adult name (jina la ukubwani). Commonly a Muslim or Bible name, it is bestowed upon the child by his or her parents or paternal grandparents. If the child is firstborn and male, he is given the name of the paternal grandfather. If the firstborn child is female, she will be given the name of her paternal grandmother.

The presence of Islam in the countries of northern and eastern Africa has a direct influence on the choice of names in those countries. The peoples of the Sudan, Somalia, the Nigerian Hausa, and the Fulani are examples of groups with strong Islamic ties. Accordingly, most names bestowed upon their children are Muslim or Africanized Muslim names.

Great care should be taken to pronounce African names correctly. The wrong inflection of voice or accenting the wrong syllable will in many cases change the meaning of the name and will be considered by the bearer to be a personal insult.




African Male Names 

ABAYOMI Oriki name meaning “born to bring me joy.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BAH-YO-ME)

ABDALLA Muslim name derived from the Arabic ‘Abd-Allāh (servant of God). Arabic, N. Africa;

Swahili, E. Africa. (AB-DAHL-LAH)

 

ABDU Muslim name derived from the Arabic ‘Ābid (servant or worshiper of God). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Abdi. (AB-DOO)

ABEEKU Akeradini name meaning “born on Wednesday.” Fante, Ghana. (AH-BAY-KOO)

ABEJIDE Oruko name meaning “born during winter.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AB-BEH-JEE-DEH)

ABIODUN Oruko name meaning “born at the time of war.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEE-O-DOON)

ABIOLA Oruko name meaning “born in honor, born during the new Yam festival.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEE-O-LAH)

ADDAE Agyadini name meaning “morning sun.” Akan, Ghana. (AH-DAH-EH)

ADE Oriki name meaning “royal.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH)

ADEBAYO Oruko name meaning “he came in a joyful time.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH-BAH-YO)

ADEBEN Twelfth-born. Akan, Ghana. (AH-DEH-BEN)

ADEJOLA Oriki name meaning “the crown feeds on honors.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH-JO-LAH)

ADESOLA The crown honored us. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH-SO-LAH)

ADIKA Akeradini name meaning “the first child of a second husband.” Ewe, Ghana. (AH-DEE-KAH)

ADIO Oriki name meaning “be righteous.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEE-O)

ADISA One who makes himself clear, one who makes his meaning clear. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEE-SAH)

ADOFO Agyadini name meaning “warrior.” Akan, Ghana. (AH-DŌ-FO)

ADOM Help from God, God’s blessing. Akan, Ghana. (AH-DOHM)

ADUNBI Oriki name meaning “born to be pleasant.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DOON-BE)

ADUSA Akeradini name meaning “thirteenth-born.” Akan, Ghana. (AH-DOO-SAH)

AHMED Muslim name derived from the Arabic ahmad  (more commendable, praiseworthy). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-HMED)

AIYETORO Oriki name meaning “peace on earth.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YEH-TŌ-RO)

AJANI He fights for possession. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-JAH-NEE)

AKANNI Our encounter brings possessions. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-KAHN-NEE)

AKIIKI Friend. Muneyankole, Uganda. (AH-KEE-EE-KEE)

AKINLABI Oruko name meaning “we have a boy.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AK-KEEN-LAH-BE)

AKINLANA Oriki name meaning “valor.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-KEEN-LAH-NAH)

AKINS Oriki name meaning “brave boy.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-KEENS)

AKONO It is my turn. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-KOH-NO)

AKUA Akeradini name meaning “born on Thursday.” Fante, Ghana. (AH-KOO-AH)

AKWETEE Younger of twins. Ga, Ghana. (AH-KWAY-TEH)

ALI Muslim name derived from the Arabic ‘ali (noble, sublime, elevated, exalted). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-LEE)

AMADI He seemed destined to die at birth. This type of name is sometimes given to children in an effort to trick the spirits into passing over them and not take them back to the spirit world. Benin, Nigeria. (AH-MAH-DEE)

AMBONISYE God has rewarded me. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (AM-BO-NEES-YEH)

ANANE Akeradini name meaning “fourth son.” Akan, Ghana. (AH-NAH-NEH)

ANDWELE God brought me. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (AHN-DWEH-LEH)

ANIWETA A spirit brought it. Ibo, Nigeria. (AH-NEE-WET-TAH)

ANUM Akeradini name meaning “fifth-born.” Akan, Ghana. (AH-NOOM)

APARA A child that comes and goes. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-PAH-RAH)

ASHUR Muslim name derived from the name of the Islamic month of Ashur. Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-SHOOR)

ASIM Derived from the Arabic ‘āsim (protector, guardian, defender). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-SEEM)

ASWAD Black. Arabic, N. Africa. (AHS-WAHD)

ATSU Akeradini name meaning “younger of twins.” Ewe, Ghana. (AT-SOO)

ATU Akeradini name meaning “born on Saturday.” Fante, Ghana. (AH-TOO)

AYIZE Let it come. Zulu, S. Africa. (AH-YEE-ZEH)

AYO Oriki name meaning “happiness.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YO)

AZIZI Derived from the Arabic ‘azīz (beloved, precious). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-ZEE-ZEE)

BABAFEMI My father loves me. Yoruba, Nigeria. (BAH-BAH-FEH-ME)

BADRU Of Arabic origin derived from badr (full moon). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (BAH-DROO)

BAKARI Of noble promise. Swahili, E. Africa. (BAH-KAH-REE)

BARUTI Teacher. Tswana, Botswana. (BAH-ROO-TEE)

BEM Peace. Tiv, Nigeria. (BEHM)

BETSERAI Help, assistance, aid. Shona, Zimbabwe. (BET-SEH-RAH-EE)

BOBO Akeradini name meaning “born on Tuesday.” Fante, Ghana. (BO-BO)

BOMANI Warrior. Ngoni, Malawi. (BO-MAH-NEE)

BOSEDA Born on Sunday. Tiv, Nigeria. (BO-SEH-DEH)

CHENZIRA Born on the road. Shona, Zimbabwe. (CHEN-SEE-RAH)

CHIJIOKE Chi gives talent. See CHIKE. Ibo, Nigeria. (CHEE-JEE-O-KEH).

CHIKE Power of Chi. Chi is the name of an important Ibo personal god who is thought to remain with a person from the moment of conception until death. Ibo, Nigeria. (CHEE-KEH)

CHINELO Thought of Chi. See CHIKE. Ibo, Nigeria. (CHEE-NEH-LOH)

CHINESE Chi is protecting, Chi is guarding. See CHIKE. Var: Cinese. Ibo, Nigeria. (CHEE-NEH-SEH)

CHINUA Blessings of Chi. See CHIKE. Ibo, Nigeria. The name is borne by Nigerian writer and poet Chinua Achebe. (CHEE-NOO-AH)

CHIOKE Gift of Chi. See CHIKE. Ibo, Nigeria. (CHEE-O-KEH)

CHIONESU Guiding light, protector. Shona, Zimbabwe. (CHEH-NEH-SOO)

CHISULO Steel. Yao, Malawi. (CHEE-SOO-LOH)

CHIUMBO Small, small creation, small child. Mwera, Kenya. (CHEE-OOM-BO)

DADA Oriki name meaning “a child with curly hair.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (DAH-DAH)

DAKARAI Happiness. Shona, Zimbabwe. (DAH-KAH-RAH-EE)

DARWESHI Saintly, devout. Swahili, E. Africa. (DAHR-WEH-SHE)

DAUDI Africanized form of the Arabic Dawūd, a cognate of David, which is from the Hebrew dāvīd (beloved). Swahili, E. Africa. (DAH-OO-DEE)

DAWUD Arabic form of the Hebrew David, a derivative of dāvīd (beloved). Arabic, N. Africa. (DAH-OOD)

DULANI Cutting. Ngoni, Malawi. (DOO-LAH-NEE)

DUMAKA Help me with hands, lend me a helping hand. Ibo, Nigeria. (DOO-MAH-KAH)

EBO Akeradini name meaning “born on Tuesday.” Fante, Ghana. (EH-BO)

EHIOZE I am above people’s jealousy, jealousy is beneath me. Benin, Nigeria. (EH-HE-O-ZAY)

ENAM God’s gift. Ewe, Ghana. (EH-NAHM)

FADIL Derived from the Arabic fāḍil (generous), which is from faḍala (to surpass). Arabic, N. ˙Africa. (FAH-DEEL)

FAKIH Arabic name meaning “one who recites the Koran, an intellectual,” from fakara (to meditate, to contemplate). Arabic, N. Africa. (FAH-KEE)

FARAJI Derived from the Arabic faraj (remedy, cure, consolation). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (FAH-RAH-JEE)

FENYANG Conqueror. Tswana, Botswana. (FEHN-YANG)

FIFI Akeradini name meaning “born on Friday.” Fante, Ghana. (FEE-FEE)

FOLUKE Placed in God’s hands. Yoruba, Nigeria. (FO-LOO-KEH)

FULUMIRANI A journey. Ngoni, Malawi. (FOO-LOO-ME-RAH-NEE)

FUNSANI Request, petition. Ngoni, Malawi. (FOON-SAH-NEE)

GAHIJI The hunter. Rwanda, Rwanda. (GAH-HE-JEE)

GAMBA Warrior. Shona, Zimbabwe. (GAM-BAH)

GARAI To be settled, established. Shona, Rhodesia. (GAH-RAH-EE)

GOWON Rainmaker. Tiv, Nigeria. (GO-WAHN)

GWANDOYA Met with misery. Luganda, Uganda. (GWAHN-DŌ-YAH)

GYASI Agyadini name meaning “wonderful.” Akan, Ghana. (JAH-SEE)

HABIB Arabic name derived from habib (beloved, dear). Arabic, N. Africa. (HAH-BEEB)

HABIMANA God exists. Rwanda, Rwanda. Var: Habimama. (AH-BE-MAH-NAH)

HAJI Born during the hajj. The hajj is the pilgrimage to Mecca that every Muslim is expected to make at least once. The name is derived from the Arabic hajj (pilgrim). Swahili, E. Africa. (HAH-JEE)

HAKIZIMANA It is God who saves. Rwanda, Rwanda. (AH-KEE-ZEE-MAH-NAH)

HAMADI Praised. Muslim name derived from the Arabic ḥamida (to praise, to commend). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa.

HAMIDI Praising, thankful. Muslim name derived from the Arabic ḥāmid (praising, thankful, commendable), which is from the root ḥamida (to praise, to commend). Swahili, E. Africa. (HAH˙-ME-DEE)

HAMISI Born on Thursday. Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Hanisi. (HAH-ME-SEE)

HANIF Muslim name derived from the Arabic hanif  (true believer of Islam). Arabic, N. Africa. (HAH-NEEF)

HARITH Arabic name derived from ḥaratha (to be a good provider, capable). Arabic, N. ˙Africa. (HAH-REETH)

HARUN Muslim name derived from the Arabic harūn  (exalted, lofty, elevated). Arabic, N. Africa. (HAH-ROON)

 

HASANI Derived from the Arabic ḥasan (beautiful, handsome, good). Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Hassani, Husani. (HAH-SAH-NEE)

HASHIM Derived from the Arabic hāshim (destroying, crushing), which is from hashama (to crush, to smash). Arabic, N. Africa. See HĀSHIM (Muslim/Arabic Names). (HAH-SHEEM)

HONDO War. Shona, Zimbabwe. (HAHN-DŌ)

IBRAHIM Cognate of Abraham, which is derived from the Hebrew Avraham (father of a multitude, father of many). Hausa, Nigeria. (EE-BRA-HEEM)

IDI Born during the Idd festival. The Idd festival marks the end of Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic year, during which time Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset. Swahili, E. Africa. (EE-DEE)

IMAROGBE Child born to a good and caring family. Benin, Nigeria. (EE-MAH-RO-BEH)

IPYANA Grace. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (EEP-YAH-NAH)

ISHAQ Cognate of the Hebrew Yitzchak (he will laugh), which is from yitshāq (laughter). The name is borne in the Bible by one of the three sons of Abraham and Sarah. Arabic, N. Africa. (EES-HAHK)

ISSA Salvation, protection. Swahili, E. Africa. (EE-SAH)

IYAPO Oruko name meaning “many trials, many difficult situations.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (EE-YAH-PO)

JABARI Muslim name derived from the Arabic jābir  (comforter, bringer of consolation). Swahili, E. Africa. (JAH-BAH-REE)

JABULANI Be happy, be joyful. Ndebele, Zimbabwe. (JAH-BOO-LAH-NEE)

JAFARI Derived from the Arabic ja‘far (stream). Swahili, E. Africa. See JA‘FAR (Muslim/Arabic Names). (JAH-FAH-REE)

JAHI Dignity. Swahili, E. Africa. (JAH-HEE)

JAJA Honored, commended. Ibo, Nigeria. (JAH-JAH)

JELA The father is in prison at the time of birth. Swahili, E. Africa. (JEH-LAH)

JELANI Mighty, strong. Ibo, Nigeria. (JEH-LAH-NEE)

JIBRI Arabic form of Gabriel, which is from the Hebrew  gavhrī’ēl (God is my strength). Gabriel is one of the seven archangels of God, the herald of Good News. Arabic, N. Africa. (JEE-BREE)

JOJO Akeradini name meaning “born on Monday.” Fante, Ghana. (JO-JO)

JUMA Born on Friday. Swahili, E. Africa. (JOO-MAH)

JUMAANE Born on Tuesday. Swahili, E. Africa. (JOO-MAH-NEH)

JUMOKE Oriki name meaning “everyone loves the child, the child is beloved.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (JOO-MO-KEH)

KAFELE Worth dying for. Ngoni, Malawi. (KAH-FEH-LEH)

KAMANGENI He seems to be related. Ngoni, Malawi. (KAH-MAHN-GEH-NEE)

KAMAU Quiet warrior. Kikuyu, Kenya. (KAH-MAH-OO)

KAPENI Knife. Yao, Malawi. (KAH-PEH-NEE)

KASIYA Departure, embarkation. Ngoni, Malawi. (KAH-SEE-YAH)

KAYODE He brought joy. Yoruba, Nigeria. (KAH-YO-DEH)

KEFENTSE Conqueror. Tswana, Botswana. (KEH-FENT-SEH)

KEHINDE Oruko name meaning “second born of twins.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (KEH-HEEN-DEH)

KEREENYAGA Mysterious mountain, mountain of mystery. Kikuyu, Kenya. (KEH-REHN-YAH-GAH)

KHALDUN Eternal. Arabic name derived from khalada  (to last forever, to be eternal). Arabic, N. Africa. (KAHL-DOON)

KHALFANI Born to rule, destined to lead. Swahili, E. Africa. (KAHL-FAH-NEE)

KHALID Derived from the Arabic khālid (eternal, undying), which is from khalada (to last forever, to be eternal). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (KHAH-LEED)

KHAMISI Born on Thursday. Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Khamidi. (KAH-ME-SEE)

KIFIMBO A twig. The name refers to a very small, thin baby. Swahili, E. Africa. (KEE-FEEM-BO)

KITWANA Pledged to live. Swahili, E. Africa. (KEE-TWAH-NAH)

KIZZA Born after twins. Luganda, Uganda. (KEEZ-SAH)

KODWO Akeradini name meaning “born on Monday.” Twi, Ghana. (KO-DWO)

KOFI Akeradini name meaning “born on Friday.” Twi, Ghana. (KO-FEE)

KOJO Akeradini name meaning “born on Monday.” Akan, Ghana. (KO-JO)

KOKAYI Summon the people. Shona, Zimbabwe. (KO-KAY-YEE)

KONDO War. Swahili, E. Africa. (KON-DŌ)

KONDWANI Joyful, full of happiness. Ngoni, Malawi. (KON-DWAH-NEE)

KONTAR Akeradini name meaning “only child.” Akan, Ghana. (KOHN-TAR)

KOPANO Union. Tswana, Botswana. (KO-PAH-NO)

KOSOKO No hoe to dig a grave. An example of a name given to a child to keep it from dying. Yoruba, Nigeria. (KO-SO-KO)

KPODO Akeradini name meaning “first born of twins.” Ewe, Ghana. (KPOH-DŌ)

KUDYAUKU Feast. Ngoni, Malawi. (KOO-YAH-OO-KOO)

KUFUO The father shared the pains of birth. Fante, Ghana. (KOO-FOO-O)

KWABENA Born on Tuesday. Akan, Ghana. (KWAH-BEH-NAH)

KWAKOU Born on Wednesday. Ewe, Ghana. Var: Kwaku. (KWAH-KOO)

KWASI Akeradini name meaning “born on Sunday.” Akan, Ghana. Var: Kwesi. (KWAH-SEE)

KWAYERA Dawn, sunrise. Ngoni, Malawi. (KWAH-YEH-RAH)

LATEEF Derived from the Arabic latīf (gentle, kind, pleasant). Arabic, N. Africa. (LAH-TEEF)

LEBNA Heart, soul, spirit. Amharic and Tigrinya, Ethiopia. (LUHB-NAH)

LISIMBA Lion-torn, hurt by a lion. Yao, Malawi. (LEE-SEEM-BAH)

LUGONO Sleep. Ngoni, Malawi. (LOO-YO-NO)

LUTALO Warrior. Luganda, Uganda. (LOO-TAH-LO)

MACHUPA One who likes to drink, he enjoys drinking. Swahili, E. Africa. (MAH-CHOO-PAH)

MADU People, man. Ibo, Nigeria. (MAH-DOO)

MADZIMOYO Water of life. Ngoni, Malawi. (MAD-ZEE-MO-YO)

MALAWA Flowers, blossoms. Yao, Malawi. (MAH-LAH-WAH)

MANDALA Spectacles. Ngoni, Malawi. (MAHN-DAH-LAH)

MANDONDO Drops. Ngoni, Malawi. (MAHN-DOHN-DŌ)

MASAMBA Leaves. Yao, Malawi. (MAH-SAHM-BAH)

MASHAMA You are surprised, taken by surprise. Shona, Zimbabwe. (MAH-SHAH-MAH)

MASUD Fortunate. An Arabic name derived from  mas‘ūd (fortunate, lucky), which is from sa‘ida (to be lucky). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Masoud. (MAH-SOOD)

MATSIMELA Roots. Sotho, Lesotho. (MAT-SEE-MEH-LAH)

MAWULI God exists, there is a God. A name often bestowed in thanks to God for the gift of a child. Ewe, Ghana. (MAH-WOO-LEE)

MAZI Sir. Ibo, Nigeria. (MAH-ZEE)

MBWANA Master. Swahili, E. Africa. (M-BWAH-NAH)

MENSAH Akeradini name meaning “third-born son.” Ewe, Ghana. (MEN-SAH)

MHINA Delightful, enjoyable. Swahili, E. Africa. (M-HEE-NAH)

MLENGALENGA Heaven. Ngoni, Malawi. (M-LENG-GAH-LENG-GAH)

MOSI First-born. Swahili, E. Africa. (MO-SEE)

MTIMA Heart. Ngoni, Malawi. (M-TEE-MAH)

MUDADA The provider. Shona, Zimbabwe. (MOO-DAH-DAH)

MUḤAMMAD Praiseworthy. The most popular of the Muslim names, Muḥammad is derived from the Arabic  muḥammad (praiseworthy), which is from hamida (to praise). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. See  MUḤAMMAD (Muslim/Arabic Names). (MOO-HAH-MAHD)

MUNYIGA An annoyer, one who bothers other people, a pest. Mukiga, Uganda. (MOON-YEE-GAH)

MUSA Child. Swahili, E. Africa. (MOO-SAH)

MVULA Rain. Ngoni, Malawi. (M-VOO-LAH)

MWAI Good fortune, blessings, prosperity. Ngoni, Malawi. (MWAH-EE)

MWAMBA Strong, powerful. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (MWAHM-BAH)

NAJJA Born after. Muganda, Uganda. (NAHJ-JAH)

NAKISISA Child of the shadows. Muganda, Uganda. (NAH-KEE-SEE-SAH)

NASSOR Victorious. Derived from the Arabic nāṣir (one who helps render victory, supporter). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (NAH-SOR)

NDALE A trick. Ngoni, Malawi. (N-DAH-LEH)

NDULU Dove. Ibo, Nigeria. (N-DOO-LOO)

NEGASI He will be crowned, he will become royalty. Amharic and Tigrinya, Ethiopia. (NUH-GAH-SEE)

NGOLINGA Crybaby, whiner. Yao, Malawi. (N-GO-LING-GAH)

NGOZI Blessings, good fortune. Ibo, Nigeria. (N-GO-ZEE)

NGUNDA Dove. Yao, Malawi. (N-GOON-DAH)

NJAU Young bull. Kikuyu, Kenya. (N-JOW)

NWABUDIKE The child is power, the son is the father’s power. Ibo, Nigeria. (NWAH-BOO-DEH-KEH)

OBASI In honor of the Supreme God. Ibo, Nigeria. (O-BAH-SEE)

OBATAIYE Oriki name meaning “king of the world, world ruler.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BAH-TAH-EE-YEH)

OBAYANA The king warms himself at the fire. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BAH-YAH-NAH)

OBI Heart. Ibo, Nigeria. (O-BEE)

OBIKE A strong household, a concerned family. Ibo, Nigeria. (O-BEE-KAY)

ODION First born of twins. Ibo, Nigeria. (O-DEE-OHN)

OGBONNA The image of his father, he looks like his father. Ibo, Nigeria. (O-BO-NAH)

OJORE A man of war, soldier. Ateso, Uganda. (O-JO-REH)

OKECHUKU A gift of God. Ibo, Nigeria. Var: Okechukwu. (O-KEH-CHOO-KOO)

OKELLO Born after twins. Ateso, Uganda. (O-KEL-O)

OKPARA First-born son. Ibo, Nigeria. (OAK-PAH-RAH)

OLADELE Oriki name meaning “we are honored at home.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-LAH-DEH-LEH)

OLAFEMI Honor favors me, fortunate. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-LAH-FEH-MEE)

OLANIYAN Surrounded by honor. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-LAH-NEE-YAHN)

OLUBAYO Highest joy, rejoicing. A name bestowed in reference to the great joy a child brings. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LO-BAH-YO)

OLUFEMI God loves me, beloved of God. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-FEH-ME)

OLUGBALA God of the people. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-BAH-LAH)

OLUJIMI Given by God. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-JEE-ME)

OLUMIDE God arrives. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-ME-DEH)

OLUMIJI God awakens, my lord awakens. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-ME-JEE)

OLUSHOLA Blessed by God, God has blessed me. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-SHO-LAH)

OLUWA Our God, our Lord. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-WAH)

OLUYEMI Fulfillment from God, satisfied. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-YEH-ME)

OMAR Arabic name derived from ‘amir (flourishing, thriving), which is from ‘amara (to live long, to prosper). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Omari, Omavi. (O-MAR)

ONUWACHI God’s world, God’s earth. Ibo, Nigeria. (O-NOO-WAH-CHEE)

OSAKWE God agrees. Benin, Nigeria. (O-SAH-KWEH)

OSAYIMWESE God made me complete. Benin, Nigeria. (O-SAH-EEM-WEH-SEH)

OSEI Agyadini name meaning “noble, honorable.” Fante, Ghana. (O-SEH-EE)

OTHENIO Born at night. Luu, Kenya. (O-THEE-NEE-O)

PAKI Witness. Xhosa, S. Africa. (PAH-KEE)

RADHI Goodwill. Swahili, E. Africa. (RAHD-hee)

RAFIKI Derived from the Arabic rafīq (friend, companion). Swahili, E. Africa. (RAH-FEE-KEE)

RASHIDI Derived from the Arabic rashīd (rightly guided, of good council), which is from rashada (to follow the right course). Swahili, E. Africa. (RAH-SHEE-DEE)

RHAMADHANI Born during the month of Ramadan. Ramadan is the name of the Islamic ninth month, during which time Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset. Swahili, E. Africa. (RAH-MAH-DAHN-HEE)

RUDO Love. Shona, Zimbabwe. (ROO-DOH)

RUNAKO Handsome, good-looking. Shona, Zimbabwe. (ROO-NAH-KO)

SADIKI Faithful. Swahili, E. Africa. (SAH-DEE-KEE)

SAEED Happy, fortunate. Derived from the Arabic  sa‘id (lucky, happy, fortunate), which is from sa‘ida (to be happy). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (SAH-EED)

SALEHE Good. Swahili, E. Africa. (SAH-LEH-HEE)

 

SALIH Derived from the Arabic ṣāliḥ (virtuous, righteous, proper). Arabic, N. Africa. (SAH-LEE)

SALIM Derived from the Arabic salīm (safe, secure). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (SAH-LEEM)

SEFU Sword. Swahili, E. Africa. (SEH-FOO)

SEKANI Laughter. Ngoni, Malawi. (SEH-KAH-NEE)

SEKAYI Laughter. Shona, Zimbabwe. (SEH-KAH-YEE)

SEKOU Learned. The name was borne by Sékou Touré (1922-84), the first head of state of independent Guinea. Guinea. (SEH-KOO)

SIMBA Lion. Swahili, E. Africa. (SEEM-BAH)

SULAIMAN Arabic form of Solomon, which is derived from the Hebrew shĕlōmōh (peaceful). The name is borne in the Bible by an Israelite king noted for his great wisdom and ability to communicate with animals. Arabic, N. Africa. (SOO-LAH-EE-MAHN)

 

TAHIR Derived from the Arabic ṭāhir (pure, chaste), which is from tahura (to be pure, to be clean). Arabic, N. Africa. (TAH-HEER)

TAIWO Oruko name meaning “first born twin.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (TAH-EE-WO)

TALIB Derived from the Arabic tālib (seeker, seeker of knowledge). Arabic, N. Africa. (TAH-LIB)

TAU Lion. Tswana, Botswana. (TAH-OO)

THABITI A man, a true man. Mwera, Kenya. (THAH-BEE-TEE)

THANDIWE Beloved. Zulu, S. Africa. (TAHN-DEE-WEH)

THEMBA Hope. Xhosa, S. Africa. (TEHM-BAH)

TSALANI Goodbye, farewell. Ngoni, Malawi. (TSAH-LAH-NEE)

TUMAINI Hope. Mwera, Kenya. (TOO-MAH-EE-NEE)

UCHECHI The will of Chi, God’s will. Ibo, Nigeria. (OO-CHAY-CHEE)

UMI Life. Yao, Malawi. (OO-ME)

UNIKA Light up, to shine. Lomwe, Malawi. (OO-NEE-KAH)

USENI Tell me. Yao, Malawi. (OO-SEH-NEE)

WACHIRU Lawmaker’s son. Kikuyu, Kenya. (WAH-CHEER-OO)

WALID Derived from the Arabic walīd (newborn), which is from walada (to give birth). Arabic, N. Africa. Var: Waleed. (WAH-LEED)

WAMBUA Born during the rainy season. Kamba, Kenya. (WAHM-BOO-AH)

WANJOHI Brewer. Kikuyu, Kenya. (WAHN-JO-HEE)

WEKESA Born during the harvest time. Lechya, Kenya. (WAY-KAY-SAH)

YAFEU Bold. Fante, Ghana. (YAH-FEH-O)

YAZID Derived from the Arabic zayd (increasing), which is from zāda (to increase, to become greater). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (YAH-ZID)

YONAS Cognate of Jonah, which is derived from the Hebrew yōnāh (a dove). Ethiopia. (YOH-NAHS)

YUSUF Arabic cognate of Joseph, which is derived from the Hebrew yōsēf (may he add). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Yusef, Yussef. (YOO-SUF)

ZAHUR Flower. Derived from the Arabic zāhir (flourishing, blossoming). Swahili, E. Africa. (ZAH-HOOR)

ZESIRO First born of twins. Buganda, Uganda. (ZEH-SEE-ROH)

ZIKOMO Thank you. Ngoni, Malawi. (ZEE-KO-MO)

ZIYAD An increase. Derived from the Arabic zāda (to increase, to become greater). Arabic, N. Africa. (ZEE-YAHD)

ZUBERI Strong. Swahili, E. Africa. (ZOO-BEH-REE)




African Female Names _ 

ABA Akeradini name meaning “born on Thursday.” Fante, Ghana. Var: Abba. (AH-BAH)

ABABUO A child that keeps coming back. Given to a child to dissuade the spirits from taking it back to the spirit world. Ewe, Ghana. (AH-BAH-BOO-OH)

ABAGBE This child was wished for, we begged to have this one to lift up. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BAH-BEH)

ABAM Akeradini name meaning “second child after twins.” Twi, Ghana. (AH-BAHM)

ABAYOMI Oriki name meaning “she brings joy, she brings happiness.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BAH-YO-ME)

ABEBA Flower. Ethiopia. (AH-BEH-BAH)

ABEBI We asked for her. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BAY-BEE)

ABEJE We asked to have this child. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEH-JEH)

ABEKE We asked for her to pet her. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEH-KEH)

ABENA Akeradini name meaning “born on Tuesday.” Fante, Ghana. Var: Abana, Abina. (AH-BEH-NAH)

ABENI We asked for her, and look, we got her! Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEH-NEE)

ABEO She has come to bring happiness and great joy. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEH-O)

ABIDEMI Born during the father’s absence. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEE-DEH-MEE)

ABIKANILE Listen. Yao, Malawi. (AH-BEE-KAH-NEE-LAH)

ABIMBOLA Oriki name meaning “born to be wealthy.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEEM-BO-LAH)

ABIONA Oruko name meaning “born on a journey.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-BEE-O-NAH)

ABRIHET She shines with light. Tigrinya, Ethiopia. (AH-BREE-HET)

ACENITH The name of an African goddess of love. (AS-SEN-NITH)

ADA First-born female. Ibo, Nigeria. (AH-DAH)

ADAMMA Child of beauty, beautiful child, queenly. Ibo, Nigeria. Var: Adama. (AH-DAHM-MAH)

ADANNA She is her father’s daughter. Ibo, Nigeria. (AH-DAHN-NAH)

ADEBOLA Honor is hers. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH-BO-LAH)

ADEDAGBO Happiness is a crown. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH-DAH-BO)

ADELEKE Crown brings happiness. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH-LEH-KEH)

ADEOLA Crown brings honor. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH-OH-LAH)

ADESIMBO Noble birth. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DEH-SEEM-BO)

ADESINA This child opens the way (for more children). Often bestowed after a woman has had difficulty in conceiving a child, in the hopes that more children will follow. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DAY-SEE-NAH)

ADIA A gift from God, a present from God. Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-DEE-AH)

ADOWA Born on Tuesday. Akan, Ghana. Var: Adjoa. (AH-DŌ-WAH)

ADUKE Oriki name meaning “beloved, cherished.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-DOO-KEH)

ADZO Akeradini name meaning born on Monday. Fante, Ghana. Var: Adjoa, Adwoa. (AHD-ZO)

AFAFA First child of second husband. Ewe, Ghana. (AH-FAH-FAH)

AFIYA Health. Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-FEE-YAH)

AFRYEA Born during happy times. Ewe, Ghana. (AH-FRY-YAH)

AFUA Akeradini name meaning “born on Friday.” Ewe, Ghana. (AH-FOO-AH)

AINA Difficult birth, the birth had complications. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-EE-NAH)

AISHA Life. Derived from the Arabic ‘Ᾱ’isha (alive and well), which is from ‘āsha (to live). The name was borne by the Prophet Muhammad’s third and favorite wife. See ‘Ᾱ’ISHA (Muslim/Arabic Names). Var: Asha, Ayisha. Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-EE-SHAH)

AIYETORO Peace on earth. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YEH-TŌ-RO)

AKANKE To want her is to love her, to see her is to love her. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-KAHN-KEH)

AKILAH Arabic name meaning “intelligent, one who reasons.” Arabic, N. Africa. (AH-KEE-LAH)

AKOSUA Born on Sunday. Ewe, Ghana. (AH-KO-SOO-AH)

AKUA Born on Wednesday. Ewe, Ghana. (AH-KOO-AH)

AKWETE First born of twins. Ga, Ghana. Var: Akwate, Akwetee. (AH-KWEH-TEH)

AKWOKWO Younger of twins. Ga, Ghana. (AH-KWO-KWO)

ALABA Second child born after twins. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AL-LAH-BAH)

ALAKE One to be petted and fussed over. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-LAH-KEH)

ALILE She weeps. Often bestowed upon a child born into misfortune. Yao, Malawi. Var: Alili. (AH-LEE-LEH)

ALUNA Come here. Mwera, Kenya. Var: Aluma. (AH-LOO-NAH)

AMA Born on Saturday. Ewe, Ghana. (AH-MAH)

AMADI Rejoicing, celebrating. Ibo, Nigeria. (AH-MAH-DEE)

AMINAH Faithful, honest. Derived from the Arabic  amīn (trustworthy, faithful), which is from amuna (to be faithful, to be reliable). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Amina, Amineh. (AH-MEE-NAH)

ANNAKIYA Sweet face. Hausa, Nigeria. (AH-NAH-KEE-YAH)

ANULI Joyous, delightful. Ibo, Nigeria. (AH-NOO-LEE)

ASABI She is superior, she is of choice birth. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-SAH-BEE)

ASHA Life. Derived from the Arabic ‘āsha (to live). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-SHAH)

ASHURA Born during the Islamic month of Ashur. Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-SHOO-RAH)

ASYA Born during a time of grief. Swahili, E. Africa. (AHS-YAH)

AYAH Bright. Swahili, E. Africa. (AH-YAH)

AYOBAMI I am blessed with joy. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YO-BAH-ME)

AYOBUNMI Joy is given to me. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YO-BOON-ME)

AYODELE Oriki name meaning “joy comes home, she brings joy to our home.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YO-DEH-LEH)

AYOFEMI Joy likes me. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YO-FEH-ME)

AYOKA She brings joy to all. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YO-KAH)

AYOLUWA The joy of our people. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YO-LOO-WAH)

AYOOLA Joy in wealth. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AH-YO-OO-LAH)

AZIZA Derived from the Arabic ‘azīza (esteemed, precious, beloved). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Azizah. (AH-ZEE-ZAH)

BAAKO Akeradini name meaning “first-born.” Akan, Ghana. (BAH-AH-KO)

BABA Akeradini name meaning “born on Thursday.” Fante, Ghana. (BAH-BAH)

BADERINWA Worthy of respect. Yoruba, Nigeria. (BAH-DAY-REEN-WAH)

BAHATI Fortunate, lucky. Swahili, E. Africa. (BAH-HAH-TEE)

BARIKA Derived from the Arabic bari‘a (excelling, successful). Arabic, N. Africa. (BAH-REE-KAH)

BAYO Oriki name meaning “joy is found.” Bestowed in reference to the great joy a child brings to the family. Yoruba, Nigeria. (BAH-YO)

BEJIDE Oruko name meaning “born during the rainy season.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (BEH-JEE-DEH)

BOLADE Oriki name meaning “honor arrives.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (BO-LAH-DEH)

BOLANILE The wealth of this house, she is our treasure. Yoruba, Nigeria. (BO-LAH-NEE-LAH)

BUNMI My gift. Yoruba, Nigeria. (BOON-ME)

BUSEJE Ask me. Yao, Malawi. (BOO-SEH-JEH)

CHAONAINE It has seen me. Ngoni, Malawi. (CHAH-OH-NAH-EE-NAH)

CHAUSIKU Born at night. Swahili, E. Africa. (CHAH-OO-SEE-KOO)

CHIKU Chatterer. Swahili, E. Africa. (CHEE-KOO)

CHINUE Blessings of Chi. Chi is the name of an important personal god who is thought to remain with a person from the moment of conception until death. Ibo, Nigeria. (CHEEN-WEH)

CHIPO Gift. Shona, Zimbabwe. (CHEE-PO)

CHUKI Born during a time of hatred. Swahili, E. Africa. (CHOO-KEE)

DADA Child born with curly hair. Yoruba, Nigeria. (DAH-DAH)

DALILA Gentle, tender. Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Dalia. (DAH-LEE-LAH)

DALILI Sign, omen. Swahili, E. Africa. (DAH-LEE-LEE)

DAYO Joy arrives, joy is here. Yoruba, Nigeria. (DAH-YO)

DESTA Joy. Amharic, Ethiopia. (DEH-STAH)

DO First child after twins. Ewe, Ghana. (DŌ)

DOFI Second child after twins. Ewe, Ghana. (DŌ-FEE)

DOTO Second of twins. Zaramo, Tanzania. (DŌ-TŌ)

DZIKO The world. Nguni, S. Africa. (ZEE-KO)

EBUN Gift. Yoruba, Nigeria. (EH-BOON)

EFIA Akeradini name meaning “born on Friday.” Fante, Ghana. Var: Efva. (EH-FEE-AH)

ENOMWOYI She is bestowed with grace and charm. Benin, Nigeria. (EH-NOM-WOH-YEE)

ENYONYAM It is good for me. Ewe, Ghana. (EN-YO-NAM)

ESHE Life. Swahili, E. Africa. (EH-SHEH)

ESI Akeradini name meaning “born on Sunday.” Fante, Ghana. (EH-SEE)

ESINAM God heard me. Ewe, Ghana. (ESS-EE-NAM)

FABAYO A lucky birth brings joy. Yoruba, Nigeria. (FAH-BAH-YO)

FAIZAH Derived from the Arabic fa‘iz (victor; winner), which is from fāza (to achieve; to win). Arabic, N. Africa. (FAH-EE-ZAH)

FATIMA Derived from the Arabic fātima (she who weans an infant; she who abstains from forbidden things). The name was borne by Fātima bint-Muhammad (c. 606-32), the Prophet’s favorite daughter and progenitor of the Fatimid dynasty. Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Fatimah, Fatuma. (FAH-TEE-MAH)

FAYOLA Lucky, good fortune, blessed. Yoruba, Nigeria. (FAH-YO-LAH)

FEMI Love me. Yoruba, Nigeria. (FEH-MEE)

FOLA Honorable, respected. Yoruba, Nigeria. (FAW-LAH)

FOLADE Honor arrives, she brings honor. Yoruba, Nigeria. (FAW-LAH-DEH)

FOLAMI Oriki name meaning “honor and respect me.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (FAW-LAH-ME)

FOLAYAN Walking with dignity, having a proud gait. Yoruba, Nigeria. (FAW-LAH-YAHN)

FOLUKE Placed in God’s care. Yoruba, Nigeria. (FOH-LOO-KEH)

FUJO Born after the parents separated. Swahili, E. Africa. (FOO-JO)

FUKAYNA Knowledgeable, scholarly. Arabic, N. Africa. (FOO-KEH-EE-NAH)

GOITSEMEDIME God knows. Tswana, Botswana. (COAT-SAY-MO-DEE-MEH)

HABIBA Sweetheart, beloved. Derived from the Arabic habīb (beloved), which is from ḥabba (to love). Arabic, ˙N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Habibah. (HAH-BE-BAH)

HADIYA From the Arabic hādi (religious leader, guide). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Hadiyah. (HAH-DEE-YAH)

HAFSAH Old Arabic name of uncertain meaning borne by Ḥafṣa bint-‘Umar (d. 665), a wife of the Prophet Muḥammad and daughter of the second rightly guided caliph ‘Umar ibn-al-Khaṭṭāb. She was chosen to safeguard the sole written copy of the Koran after the death of Muḥammad. Arabic, N. Africa. (HAF-SAH)

HALIMA Gentle, kind, patient. Arabic name borne by the nurse of the Prophet Muḥammad. She cared for him after the death of his mother when he was about six years old. Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Halimah. (HAH-LEE-MAH)

HANIFA Derived from the Arabic hanif (true believer of Islam). Arabic, N. Africa. Var: Hanifah. (HAH-NEE-FAH)

HAQIKAH Truthful. Arabic, N. Africa. (HAH-KEE-KAH)

HASANA First-born twin. Hausa, Nigeria. (HAH-SAH-NAH)

HASANATI Good, beautiful. Derived from the Arabic  ḥasan (beautiful, handsome, good), which is from  ḥasuna (to be good). Swahili, E. Africa. (HAH-SAH-NAH-TEE)

HASINA Good, beautiful. Derived from the Arabic  ḥasan (beautiful, handsome, good), which is from  ḥasuna (to be good). Swahili, E. Africa. (HAH-SEE-NAH)

HAWA Longing. Swahili, E. Africa. (HAH-WAH)

HEMBADOON The winner. Tiv, Nigeria. (HEM-BAH-DOON)

HUSNIYA Excellence, beauty. Derived from the Arabic  husn (excellence, beauty, goodness), which is from  ḥasuna (to be good). Arabic, N. Africa. Var: Husniyah. (HOO-SNEE-YAH)

IDOWU Oruko name meaning “first child after twins.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (EE-DŌ-WOO)

IFAMA Everything is fine, all is well. Ibo, Nigeria. (EE-FAH-MAH)

IFE Love. Yoruba, Nigeria. (EE-FEH)

IFETAYO Love brings happiness and joy. Yoruba, Nigeria. (EE-FEH-TAH-YO)

IKUSEGHAN Peace is better than war. Benin, Nigeria. Var: Ikusegham. (EE-KOO-SEH-HAN)

ISOKE A wonderful gift from God. Benin, Nigeria. (EE-SO-KEH)

IVEREM Blessing, favor, good fortune. Tiv, Nigeria. (EE-VEH-REM)

IZEGBE Long-awaited child. Benin, Nigeria. Var: Izebe. (EE-ZEH-BEH)

JAHA Dignity. Swahili, E. Africa. (JAH-HA)

JAMILA Beautiful, elegant. From the Arabic jamīl  (beautiful, graceful), which is from jamula (to be beautiful). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Jamilah. (JAH-ME-LAH)

JAPERA We are finished, now we offer thanks. Shona, Zimbabwe. (JAH-PEH-RAH)

JENDAYI Give thanks. Shona, Zimbabwe. (JEN-DAH-YEE)

JUMAPILI Born on Sunday. Mwera, Kenya. (JOO-MAH-PEE-LEE)

JUMOKE Oriki name meaning “loved by all, everyone loves the child.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (JOO-MO-KEH)

KAGISO Peace. Tswana, Botswana. (KAH-GHEE-SO)

KAKRA Akeradini name meaning “second of twins.” Fante, Ghana. (KAH-KRAH)

KAMARIA Like the moon. Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Kamania. (KAH-MAH-REE-AH)

KANIKA Black cloth. Mwera, Kenya. (KAH-NEE-KAH)

KEHINDE Oruko name meaning “second of twins.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (KEH-HEEN-DEH)

KESI Born when the father had difficulties. Swahili, E. Africa. (KAY-SEE)

KHADIJA Born prematurely. Derived from the Arabic  khadīja (premature child). The name was borne by the first wife of the Prophet Muḥammad and mother of his children. See KHADĪJA (Muslim/Arabic Names). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Kadija. (KAH-DEE-JAH)

KIBIBI Little lady. Swahili, E. Africa. (KEE-BE-BE)

KIFIMBO A twig. The name refers to a very small, thin baby. Swahili, E. Africa. (KEE-FEEM-BO)

KISSA Born after twins. Luganda, Uganda. (KISS-SAH)

KOKO Born second. Adangbe, Ghana. (KO-KO)

KOKUMO Oriki name meaning “this one will not die.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (KO-KOO-MO)

KUKUA Akeradini name meaning “born on Wednesday.” Fante, Ghana. (KOO-KOO-HA)

KULIRAGA Weeping. Yao, Malawi. Var: Koliraga. (KOO-LEH-RAH-GAH)

KULWA First of twins. Zaramo, Tanzania. (KOOL-WAH)

KUNTO Third-born child. Twi, Ghana. (KOON-TŌ)

KYALAMBOKA God save me. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (KEE-AL-LAM-BO-KAH)

LATEEFA Gentle, kind. Derived from the Arabic laṭīf  (gentle). Arabic, N. Africa. Var: Lateefah. (LAH-TEE-FAH)

LEILA Derived from the Arabic leila (dark beauty, dark as night). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Laila, Layla, Leyla. (LAH-EE-LAH)

LINDA Wait. Xhosa, S. Africa. (LEEN-DAH)

LULU Precious, a pearl. Swahili, E. Africa. (LOO-LOO)

LUMUSI Born face-downward. Ewe, Ghana. (LOO-MOO-SEE)

MAIBA Grave. Shona, Zimbabwe. (MAH-EE-BAH)

MALAIKA Angel. Swahili, E. Africa. (MAH-LAH-EE-KAH)

MAMA Born on Saturday. Fante, Ghana. (MAH-MAH)

MANDISA Sweet. Xhosa, S. Africa. (MAN-DEE-SAH)

MARJANI Coral. Swahili, E. Africa. (MAHR-JAH-NEE)

MASHAVU Cheeks. Used in reference to a baby with chubby cheeks. Swahili, E. Africa. (MAH-SHAH-VOO)

MASIKA Born during the rainy season. Swahili, E. Africa. (MAH-SEE-KAH)

MASKINI Poor. Swahili, E. Africa. (MAH-SKEE-NEE)

MAUDISA Sweet one, she is sweet. Xhosa, S. Africa. (MAH-OO-DEE-SAH)

MAULIDI Born during the Islamic month of Maulidi. Swahili, E. Africa. (MAH-OO-LEE-DEE)

MAWIYAH The essence of life. Arabic, N. Africa. (MAH-WEE-YAH)

MAWUSI In the hands of God. Ewe, Ghana. (MAH-WOO-SEE)

MESI Water. Yao, Malawi. (MEH-SEE)

MONIFA I am lucky. Yoruba, Nigeria. (MO-NEE-FAH)

MOROWA Queen. Akan, Ghana. (MO-RO-WAH)

MOSI First-born. Swahili, E. Africa. (MO-SEE)

MUDIWA Beloved, dearest. Shona, Zimbabwe. (MOO-DEE-WAH)

MUMINAH True believer, pious. Arabic, N. Africa. (MOO-MEE-NAH)

MUNIRAH Enlightener. Arabic, N. Africa. (MOO-NEE-RAH)

MUTETELI Dainty. Rwanda, Rwanda. (MOO-TAY-TAH-LEE)

MWAJUMA Born on Friday. Swahili, E. Africa. (MWAH-JOO-MAH)

MWANAHAMISI Born on Thursday. Swahili, E. Africa. (MWAH-NAH-HAH-MEE-SEE)

MWANAJUMA Born on Friday. Swahili, E. Africa. (MWAH-NAH-JOO-MAH)

MWANAWA First-born. Zaramo, Tanzania. (MWAH-NAH-WAH)

NABULUNGI Beautiful one. Luganda, Uganda. (NAH-BOO-LONG-GHEE)

NAEEMAH Benevolent, contented, happy. From the Arabic na‘īm (content, happy), which is from na‘ima (to live comfortably, to be carefree). Arabic, N. Africa. (NAH-EE-MAH)

NAILAH One who succeeds. Derived from the Arabic  nā‘il (attainer), which is from nāla (to attain). Arabic, N. Africa. (NAH-EE-LAH)

NAKI First-born girl. Adangbe, Ghana. (NAH-KEE)

NAMONO Younger of twins. Luganda, Uganda. (NAH-MO-NO)

NANYAMKA Gift of God. Ewe, Ghana. (NAH-YAHM-KAH)

NATHIFA Clean, pure. Arabic, N. Africa. (NAH-THEE-FAH)

NAYO She is our joy. Yoruba, Nigeria. (NAH-YO)

NEEMA Born during good times, born during prosperous times. Swahili, E. Africa. (NEH-EH-MAH)

NEHANDA Strong, powerful. Zezuru, Zimbabwe. (NEH-HAN-DEH)

NGABILE I have it. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (N-GAH-BE-LEH)

NGOZI Blessing. Ibo, Nigeria. (N-GO-ZEE)

NJEMILE Upstanding, honorable. Yao, Malawi. (N-JEH-ME-LEH)

NKOSAZANA Princess. Xhosa, S. Africa. (N-KO-SAH-ZAH-NAH)

NNEKA Her mother is important, her mother is supreme. Ibo, Nigeria. (N-NEH-KAH)

NOBANTU Popular. Xhosa, S. Africa. (NO-BAHN-TOO)

NOMALANGA Sunny. Zulu, S. Africa. (NO-MAH-LENG-GAH)

NOMBEKO Respect. Xhosa, S. Africa. (NOM-BEH-KO)

NOMBESE A wonderful child, a special child. Benin, Nigeria. (NOM-BEH-SEH)

NOMBLE Beauty. Xhosa, S. Africa. (NOM-BLEH)

NOMUSA Merciful, compassionate. Ndebele, Zimbabwe. (NO-MOO-SAH)

NONYAMEKO Patience. Xhosa, S. Africa. (NONG-YA-MEH-KO)

NOURBESE A wonderful child, a special child. Benin, Nigeria. (NOOR-BEH-SEH)

NURU Light. Derived from the Arabic nūr (light), which is from nawara (to light up; to illuminate). Swahili, E. Africa. (NOO-ROO)

OBIOMA Kind. Ibo, Nigeria. (O-BE-O-MAH)

ODE Born along the road. Benin, Nigeria. (O-DEH)

OLABISI Joy is multiplied. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LAH-BE-SEE)

OLANIYI There’s glory in prosperity. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LAH-NEE-YEE)

OLUBAYO Greatest joy, highest joy. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-BAH-YO)

OLUFEMI God loves me. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-FEH-ME)

OLUFUNMILAYO God gives me joy and happiness. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-FOON-ME-LAH-YO)

OLUREMI God consoles me, God is consolation. Yoruba, Nigeria. (O-LOO-REH-ME)

OMOLARA Born at the right time. Benin, Nigeria. (O-MO-LAH-RAH)

OMOROSE Beautiful child, lovely child. Benin, Nigeria. (O-MO-RO-SEH)

OMUSUPE She is the most precious thing. Benin, Nigeria. (O-MO-SOO-PEH)

ONI Desired, wanted. Benin, Nigeria. (O-NEE)

ONI Born in a sacred place. Yoruba, Nigeria. (AW-NEE)

OSEYE The happy one, the joyous one. Benin, Nigeria. (O-SEH-YEH)

PANYA Mouse. Bestowed in reference to a tiny baby. Swahili, E. Africa. (PAHN-YAH)

PANYIN Akeradini name meaning “first born of twins, elder twin.” Fante, Ghana. (PAHN-YEEN)

PASUA Born by cesarean section. Swahili, E. Africa. (PAH-SOO-AH)

PILI Second-born. Swahili, E. Africa. (PEE-LEE)

RABIAH Arabic name derived from rabi‘ah (spring). Arabic, N. Africa. (RAH-BE-AH)

RADHIYA Agreeable, content. Derived from the Arabic rida (contentment, satisfaction). Swahili, E. Africa. (RAHD-HE-YAH)

RAMLA Seer of the future, predictor of the future. Swahili, E. Africa. (RAHM-LAH)

RASHIDA Rightly guided, righteous. Derived from the Arabic rashīd (rightly guided, wise), which is from  rashada (to follow the right course). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Raashida, Rachida, Rasheeda. (RAH-SHEE-DAH)

RAZIYA Agreeable, pleasant. Swahili, E. Africa. (RAH-ZEE-YAH)

REHEMA Compassion, concern. Swahili, E. Africa. (REH-HEH-MAH)

RUFARO Happiness, joy. Shona, Zimbabwe. (roo-FAH-ro)

RUKIYA Derived from the Arabic ruqiy (ascent, rising up, progress), which is from raqiya (to ascend, to rise up). Swahili, E. Africa. (ROO-KEE-YAH)

SAADA Help. Swahili, E. Africa. (SAH-AH-DAH)

SABAH Morning. Derived from the Arabic ṣabāḥ  (morning). Arabic, N. Africa. (SAH-BAH)

SAFIYYA Confidant, best friend. Derived from the Arabic ṣafiyya (confidant), which is from ṣafa (to be pure, to be select). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Safiya, Safiyeh, Safiyyah. (SAH-FEE-YAH)

SAIDAH Happy, fortunate. Derived from the Arabic  sa‘id (lucky, happy), which is from sa‘ida (to be lucky; to be happy). Arabic, N. Africa. (SAH-EE-DAH)

SALAMA Safety, security. Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Salma. (SAH-LAH-MAH)

SALIHAH Virtuous, correct. Derived from the Arabic sālih (virtuous, righteous), which is from ṣaluḥa (to be righteous). Arabic, N. Africa. (SAH-LEE-HAH)

SALMA Safe, healthy. Derived from the Arabic sālima  (safe, healthy), which is from salima (to be safe). Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Selma. (SAHL-MAH)

SANURA Kitten-like. Swahili, E. Africa. (SAH-NOO-RAH)

SAUDA Dark-complexioned. Swahili, E. Africa. (SAH-OO-DAH)

SEKELAGA Rejoice, celebrate. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (SEH-KEH-LAH-GAH)

SHANI Wonderful, marvelous. Swahili, E. Africa. (SHAH-NEE)

SHARIFA Honorable, distinguished, outstanding. Derived from the Arabic sharīf (honorable; eminent), which is from sharafa (to be distinguished). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Sharufa. (SHAH-REE-FAH)

SHUKURA Grateful. Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Shukuma. (SHOO-KOO-RAH)

SIBONGILE Thanks, appreciation. Ndebele, Zimbabwe. (SEE-BON-GEE-LEH)

SIGELE Left. Ngoni, Malawi. (SEE-GEH-LEH)

SISI Born on Sunday. Fante, Ghana. (SEE-SEE)

SITI Lady. Swahili, E. Africa. (SEE-TEE)

SUBIRA Patience is rewarded. Swahili, E. Africa. (SOO-BE-RAH)

SUHAILAH Gentle, easy. Derived from the Arabic Suhayl, the name of the second-brightest star in the southern skies, which is also known as Canopus. Arabic, N. Africa. (SOO-HAH-EE-LAH)

SUMA Ask. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (SOO-MAH)

TABIA Talents, gifts. Swahili, E. Africa. (TAH-BE-AH)

TAHIRAH Pure. Derived from the Arabic ṭāhir (pure; chaste), which is from ˙ahura (to be pure; to be clean). Arabic, N. Africa. (TAH-HEE-RAH)

TAIWO Oruko name meaning “first-born twin.” Yoruba, Nigeria. (TAH-EE-WO)

TAKIYAH Piety, righteousness. Derived from the Arabic tuqā (piety; fear of God). (TAH-KEE-YAH)

TALE Green. Tswana, Botswana. (TAH-LEH)

TALIBA Seeker of knowledge. Derived from the Arabic  taliba (seeker of knowledge). Arabic, N. Africa. Var: Talibah. (TAH-LEE-BAH)

TANISHA Born on Monday. Hausa, Nigeria. (TAH-NEE-SHA)

TELEZA Slippery. Ngoni, Malawi. (TAH-LEH-ZAH)

THANDIWE Loving one, affectionate. Xhosa, S. Africa. (TAN-DEE-WEH)

THEMA Queen. Akan, Ghana. (TAY-MAH)

THEMBA Trusted, had faith in. Zulu, S. Africa. (TEHM-BAH)

TITILAYO Happiness is eternal, eternally joyful. Yoruba, Nigeria. (TEE-TEE-LAH-YO)

TULINAGWE God is with us. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (TOO-LEE-NAH-GWEH)

TUSAJIGWE We are blessed, we have been favored. Nyakyusa, Tanzania. (TOO-SAH-JEE-GWEH)

UCHENNA God’s will. Ibo, Nigeria. (OO-CHEEN-NAH)

ULU Second-born female. Ibo, Nigeria. (OO-LOO).

UMAYMA Little mother. Derived from the Arabic

‘umayma (little mother). Arabic, N. Africa. (OO-MAH-EE-MAH)

UMM Mother. Derived from the Arabic ‘um (mother). Arabic, N. Africa. (OOM)

URBI Princess. Benin, Nigeria. (OOR-BE)

URENNA Her father’s pride. Ibo, Nigeria. (OO-REN-NAH)

UWIMANA Daughter of God. Rwanda, Rwanda. (OO-WEE-MAH-NAH)

WALIDAH Newborn. Arabic name derived from walīd  (a newborn), which is from walada (to give birth). Arabic, N. Africa. (WAH-LEE-DAH)

WASEME Let them talk. Swahili, E. Africa. (WAH-SEH-MEH)

YAA Born on Thursday. Ewe, Ghana. (YAH-AH)

YAMINA Proper, of moral excellence. Derived from the Arabic yamīna (proper; of good morals). Arabic, N. Africa. Var: Yaminah. (YAH-ME-NAH)

YE Elder of twins, first born of twins. Ewe, Ghana. (YEH-EH)

YEJIDE She looks like her mother. Yoruba, Nigeria. (YEH-JEE-DEH)

ZAHRA Flower. Derived from the Arabic zahra (flower, blossom), which is from zahara (to blossom, to flower). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Zahara. (ZAH-RAH)

 

ZAINABU Derived from the Arabic zaynab (the name of a very fragrant plant). See ZAYNAB (Muslim/Arabic Names). Swahili, E. Africa. (ZAH-EE-NAH-BOO)

 

ZAKIYA Pure, righteous, pious. Derived from the Arabic zakiy (pure, righteous). Arabic, N. Africa; Swahili, E. Africa. (ZAH-KEE-YAH)

 

ZALIKA Well-born. Swahili, E. Africa. (ZAH-LEE-KAH)

 

ZAWADI Gift, present. Swahili, E. Africa. (ZAH-WAH-DEE)

ZESIRO First of twins, elder of twins. Luganda, Uganda. (ZEH-SEE-RO)

 

ZUBAIDAH A marigold flower. Derived from the Arabic zubaidā (a marigold). Arabic, N. Africa. (ZOO-BAH-EE-DAH)

ZUWENA Good. Swahili, E. Africa. Var: Zwena. (ZOO-WEH-NAH)




CHAPTER TWO

African-American Names

NOT SURPRISINGLY, the early history of African-American names was heavily influenced by the institution of slavery, and an example of this influence can be found in the bestowal of names. More often than not, it was the owners who named the slaves, nearly always giving them names that were foreign to their country of origin. Bible names, classical names, literary names, descriptive names, and occupational names were the categories most often chosen. In other cases, names were derived from white surnames.

In most cases, these early African-Americans were not given surnames. However, when two or more slaves had the same name, a second was added for identification purposes. These additions often came in the form of a parent’s name or the name of the previous owner. It was also common to add a descriptive term, such as Big Jack or Young Sam.

While slaves were generally given short forms of names, freed blacks often chose names in their full form, finding them more dignified and a mark of the difference in their status. Common slave names, such as Sambo and Bett, were discarded in favor of classical, more elegant names and names that were somewhat different from the standard pool in use by whites. These were generally elaborations or variations of common names, and inventions coined by the individuals.

This predilection toward interesting names continues to this day. African-Americans began using coinages in the 19th century, and today this trend is on the increase. The prefixes La- and Sha- form the foundation of many invented names for both sexes. Variant forms of Sean and the female element eesha  are also popular choices to build modern coinages around. Classical Latin names, such as Ulysses and Venus, continue to be well represented, and the influence of the Caribbean is manifest in the number of names found of Spanish and French origin.

Many African-Americans are leading the way to cultural revivalism and are becoming more Afrocentric in orientation. A part of this process is seen in the naming of their children. More African names are in use than ever before, and the adoption of Muslim names is on the increase as more people reach out to embrace the religion of Islam.

This chapter highlights some of the more popular names and modern coinages in use by the African-American community. If you are interested in names of African, Muslim, or Spanish origin, chapters one, nineteen, and thirty deal expressly with those names. 




African-American Male Names 

ANDRÉ French form of Andrew, a name derived from the Greek andreios (manly). Var: Ahndray, Andrae, An-dray, Aundray. (AHN-DRAY)

ANTRON Modern coinage based on the name Anton, a form of Anthony. See ANTHONY (English Names). (AN-TRON)

AUGUSTUS Latin name derived from augustus (great, venerable). Short: Gus. (AU-GUS-TUS)

BAURICE Modern coinage based on the name Maurice (Moorish). See MAURICE. (BOAR-REES)

BRIDON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (BRI-DUN)

CHÉ Modern name of uncertain derivation. It is most likely the transferred use of a common Spanish nickname. (CHAY)

CHIKAE Perhaps from the Ibo (Nigeria) Chike (power of God). (CHEE-KAY)

CLEAVON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Clevon, Kleavon, Klevon. (KLEE-VON)

CLEON Modern coinage perhaps formed as an elaborated form of Leon (lion) or as a variant form of the Greek Cleo (glory). (KLEON, KLEE-ON)

DAIQUAN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (DAY-KWAN)

DARIO A borrowing from the Italian, Dario is from the Greek Dareios, which is of uncertain derivation. See  DARIO (Italian Names). (DAH-REE-O)

DA’RON Modern coinage that is possibly a variation of Darren. See DARREN (English Names). Var: Dar Ron, De’Ron, D’Ron. (DAH-RON)

DAYLON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (DAY-LON)

DE’LEWIS Modern coinage formed by adding the prefix De- to the name Lewis (famous in war). See LOUIS (French Names). Var: D’Lewis. (DEE-LOO-ISS)

DELON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Deelon, De’Lon, De’Lonn, Delonn, D’Lon, D’Lonn. (DEE-LON, DEE-LON)

DEMETRIOS A borrowing from the Greek, Demetrios has the definition “of Demeter.” See DEMETRIOS (Greek Names). Var: Demetrious, Dimetrious. (DEH-MEE-TREE-OS)

DENELL Modern coinage probably formed by adding the prefix De- to the element nell, which is found in names such as Cornell and Nelson. Denell is also bestowed as a female name. (DEH-NEL)

DENZELL Borrowing of a Cornish place-name of uncertain derivation. It gave rise to the surname Denzil in the 16th century. Var: Denzel. (DEN-ZEL)

DEVIN Derived from the Irish dámh (a poet). Var: Devan, Devon, Devyn. (DEH-VUN)

DE OLE Modern name combining the prefix De- with the name Ole, a Danish variant of Olaf (ancestor’s relic). Var: Deole, D’Ole. (DEE-OL)

DION A borrowing from the French, Dion is from the Latin Dio, originally a short form of any of the various names of Greek origin that begin with the name element  Dios (of Zeus). Var: Deion, Deon, De’On. (DEE-ON)

DOMINIC Derived from the Latin Dominicus (belonging to a lord), which is from dominus (a lord, a master). Var: Dominick, Dominik, Dominique. (DOM-IH-NIK)

DONMINIC Modern variation of Dominic (belonging to a lord). See DOMINIC. (DON-MIH-NIK)

DONYELL Modern coinage formed from the name Don and the suffix -ell. (DON-NEE-EL, DON-YEL)

EDWIN Derived from the Old English Eadwine, a compound name composed of the elements ēad (prosperity, riches) and wine (friend): hence, “wealthy friend.” Var: Eddwyn, Eddwynn, Edwyn. Short: Ed. Pet: Eddie. (EDWIN)

ELON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It is perhaps based on the French élan (spirited self-assurance, verve, vivaciousness). (EE-LON, Ᾱ-LON)

ELROY Variant of Leroy, a modern coinage thought to be based on the French le roi (the king). Var: Elroi, El Roy. (EL-ROI)

GENTRY Derived from the Middle English genterie (of noble or high birth). Var: Jentree, Jentry. (JEN-TREE)

GERMAIN A borrowing from the French, Germain is from the Late Latin germānus (brother), which is derived from germen (a sprout, a bud, embryo). Var: Germaine, Jermain, Jermaine. (JER-MANE)

HAKEEM Derived from the Arabic hakīm (judicious). (HAH-KEEM)

IVORY Derived from ivory, which denotes the tusks of such animals as elephants and walruses. The use of the  name by African-Americans is often in reference to the name of the West Africa country Ivory Coast. (Ī-VREE, Ī-VEH-REE)

JAIMAN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Jaeman, Jayman. Short: Jae, Jai, Jay. Pet: Jaimie, Jaymie. (JAY-MUN)

JALAL From the Arabic Jalāl (greatness), a name derived from jalla (to be great). (JAH-LAHL)

JALEEL Derived perhaps from the Arabic Jalāl (greatness) or a coinage based on the Arabic Jamīl (beautiful, handsome). (JAH-LEEL)

JALEN Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Galen (calm, serene) or as a combination name formed by combining parents’ names such as Jay and Helen. Var: Jailen, Jaylen. (JAY-LEN)

JAMAL Derived from the Arabic Jamāl, which is from  jamāl (beauty). (JAH-MAHL)

JAMIL Derived from the Arabic Jamīl, which is from  jamīl (beautiful, handsome), which is from jamala (to be beautiful). Var: Jameel. (JAH-MEEL)

JAMISON Transferred use of the English surname meaning “Jamie’s son.” See JAMIE (American Names). Var: Jamieson. Pet: Jamie. (JAY-MIS-SUN)

JARNAIL Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (JAR-NAIL)

JASHON Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Jason (healer). See JASON (American Names). (JAY-SHON)

JA’SHON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It might be a variant form of Jashon or a combining of the prefix Ja- with Shon, an American variant of the Irish Sean (God is gracious). See SEAN (Irish Names). Var: Ja’Shaun, Ja’Shonn. (JAH-SHON)

JATHAN Modern coingage, perhaps based on the name Jason (healer). (JAY-THUN)

JEDEDISH Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It could be a variation of Jedidiah (beloved of Jehovah).  See JEDIDIAH (Biblical Names). Short: Jed. (JED-DEH-DEESH)

JEFFERSON Transferred use of the English surname, which originated as a patronymic meaning “son of Geoffrey, son of Jeffrey.” See GEOFFREY (American Names). Short: Jeff. (JEF-FER-SUN)

JELANI An Ibo name meaning “mighty, strong.” Var: Jalani, Jehlani. (JEH-LAH-NEE)

JERONE Modern coinage probably based on the name Jerome (holy name). See JEROME (American Names). (JEH-RONE)

JESSE Derived from the Hebrew Yishai, which is from  yīshai (gift, wealth). See JESSE (Biblical Names). (JES-EE)

JEVIN Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Devin (a poet). See DEVIN (American Names). Var: Jevon. (JEH-VIN)

JONIGAN Modern elaboration of the name John (God is gracious). See JOHN (American Names). (JON-IH-GUN)

JUWAN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It was probably coined to impart an African or Muslim sound. (JOO-WAHN)

KADIN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It could represent a variant of the surname Kaden, which is of Germanic origin and derived from a place-name meaning “fen.” (KAY-DIN)

KANZAN Of uncertain derivation. (KAN-ZAN)

KARIO Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Mario. (KAR-EE-O)

KEAZIAH Of uncertain derivation, Keaziah might be a modern coinage formed by combining elements from different names, or it might be a variant of the Hebrew female name Ketziah (cassia). See KETZIAH (Jewish/ Hebrew Female Names). (KEE-ZĪ-AH)

KEENAN Anglicized form of the Irish Cianán (little Cian, little ancient one). Cianán is a diminutive form of Cian (ancient, in the past). Var: Keenen, Kenan, Kienan. (KEE-NUN)

KELVIN Transferred use of the surname that arose from the name of a Scottish river. Kelvin was first used as a personal name in England in the 1920s, perhaps in honor of Baron Kelvin (1824-1907), the British mathematician and physicist to whom the Kelvin scale of temperature is attributed. (KEL-VIN)

KENIDS Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (KEE-NIDS)

KENYA A borrowing of the name of the country in east central Africa. The name is often bestowed as a symbol of ethnic pride. (KEN-YAH)

KÉSHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (KEH-SHA)

KESHON Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Shon, an American variant of the Irish Sean (God is  gracious). Var: Kesean, Ke Sean, Ke Shon. (KEE-SHON, KEE-SHON)

KHALID Derived from the Arabic khālid (eternal, undying). See KHĀLID (Muslim/Arabic Names). (KAH-LEED)

KI-JANA Modern coinage containing the element  jana, a variant form of John (God is gracious). (KEE-JAH-NAH)

KING Derived from king (ruler, king). The name is often bestowed in honor of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-68). (KING)

KIVI Transferred use of a Finnish surname meaning “dweller by a stone.” (KIH-VEE)

KOICE Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Royce (Roy’s son). (KOICE)

KYAN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It is possibly influenced by the name Ryan. (Kī-UN)

LAKISTA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (LAH-KIS-TAH)

LAMAR Derived from the French surname La Mar (dweller by a pool). (LAH-MAR)

LAMOND Transferred use of the English surname of Scandinavian origin. It is derived from the Old Norse lög  (law) and mann (man): hence, “lawman, lawyer.” Var: La Mond, La Monde, Lamont, Lammond. (LAH-MOND)

LAMONTE Derived from the Spanish monte (mountain). Var: Lamont. (LAH-MAHN-TAY)

LAPHONSO Modern variation of Alphonso (noble and ready). See ALPHONSE (French Names). Var: Lafonso, LaPhonso. (LAH-FON-SO)

LA ROY Modern coinage based on the name Leroy (king). (LAH-ROI)

LAURENCE Derived from the Latin Laurentius (man from Laurentum). Laurentum, the name of a small town in Italy, is probably derived from laurus (laurel). Var: Larenz, Laurenze, Lawrence, Lorenz. (LAU-RENS)

LA VONN Modern coinage combining the prefix La-and Vonn, a variant of the Irish Vaughn (small, little). Var: La Vaun, Lavon, La Voun. (LAH-VON)

L’AWAN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (LAH-WAHN)

LEE RON Modern combination name composed of the names Lee and Ron. See LEE and RON (American Names). (LEE-RON)

LEON Variant form of Leo (a lion). See LEO (Italian Names). (LEE-ON)

LEONDRA Modern coinage based on the name Leon (lion). (LEE-ON-DRAH)

LEROY Modern coinage based on the French le roi (the king). Var: Lee Roy, Le Roi, Le Roy. (LEE-ROI)

LE SONN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (LEE-SON)

LIONEL Transferred use of the English surname derived from lion (lion) and the French diminutive suffix -el:  hence, “little lion.” Var: Lionell, Lionnel, Lyonell. (LĪ-onel)

LUCAS Ecclesiastic Late Latin name thought to be a derivative of Lucius, which is from the root lux (light). Alternatively, some believe the name is derived from the Ecclesiastic Greek Loukas, a contraction of Loukanos (man from Lucania). (LOO-KUS)

LUTHER Derived from the Old High German Hluodohari (famous in war), a compound name composed from the elements hluod (famous) and wīg (war, strife). (LOO-THER)

MALCOLM Derived from the Gaelic Maolcolm (servant of St. Columba), a compound name composed of the elements maol (servant, votary) and Colm (Columba). See MALCOLM (Scottish Names). (MAL-KUM, MAL-KULM)

MANDELA Bestowed in honor of South African President Nelson Mandela. (MAN-DEL-LAH)

MARCUS Latin name of uncertain derivation. Most believe it has its root in Mars, the Roman mythological god of war, and give it the definition “war-like.” Others, however, think it might be from mas (manly) or from the Greek malakoz (soft, tender). Short: Marc. (MAR-KUS)

MARQUIS Derived from the French marquis, which denotes a nobleman ranking above an earl and count and below a duke. (MAR-KEES)

MASIO Short form of Tomasio, which is a cognate of Thomas (a twin). The name is also bestowed as an independent given name. See THOMAS (English Names). Var: Macio. (MAH-SEE-O)

MAURICE French name derived from the Late Latin Mauritius (Moorish), which is from Maurus (a Moor). The Moors were a Muslim people of mixed Arab and Berber descent, and the name came to mean “dark” or “swarthy” in reference to their coloring. (MOR-REES) 

NAPOLEON Compound name composed from the Greek elements neapolis (new city) and leōn (lion): hence, “lion of the new city.” (NAH-PO-LEE-ON)

NATHAN Derived from the Hebrew nāthān (gift). Short: Nate. (NAY-THUN)

NEVILLE Transferred use of the surname originating as a Norman baronial name from several places in Normandy called Neuville or Neville, which are composed from the French elements neuve (new) and ville (town). Var: Neval, Nevil, Nevill, Nevyll. (NEH-VIL)

ODESSA A borrowing of the name of a city in west-central Texas. (O-DEH-SAH)

ORLANDO Borrowed from the Spanish, Orlando is derived from the French Roland, which is from the Old High German Hruodland, a compounding of the elements hruod (fame) and land (land): hence, “fame of the land.” Var: Arlando, Orlondo. Short: Lando. (OR-LAN-DŌ)

PARNELL French diminutive form of Peter (a rock, a stone). See PETER (American Names). Var: Parnall, Pernell. (PAR-NEL)

PHOENIX Derived from the Greek phoinix (phoenix, bright red). See PHOENIX (Mythology and Astrology Names). Var: Phenix. (FEE-NIKS)

QUADREES Modern coinage containing the element  quad (four). Var: Kwadrees, Quadrhys. (KWAD-DREES)

QUENTIN From the Latin Quentīnus, a derivative of the Roman personal name Quintus, which is from the vocabulary word quintus (the fifth). The name was traditionally bestowed upon the fifth-born child. (KWEN-TIN)

RASHARD Modern coinage quite possibly based on the French pronunciation of Richard (stern king). See  RICHARD (English Names). (RAH-SHARD)

RASHON Modern coinage utilizing the element shon  and probably influenced by Muslim names such as Rashad and Rashid. Var: Rachan, Rashaan, Rasham, Rashan, Rashawn, Reshaun, Reshawn. (RAH-SHON)

RAYMOND From the Old Norman French Raimund (wise protection), which is derived from the Germanic Raginmund, a compound name composed of the elements ragin (advice, judgment, counsel) and mund  (hand, protection). Var: Raymonde, RayMonde, Raymondo, Raymund. Short: Ray, Raye. (RAY-MUND)

ROMAN Derived from the Latin Romanus (a Roman), which is from Roma, the name of the capital city of Italy. (RO-MAN)

RONDRÉ Modern coinage which is very likely a combining of the names Ron (ruler of judgment) and André (manly). Var: Rondre, Ron Dre, Ron Dré. (RON-DRAY)

ROSHAUN Modern combination formed by the addition of the prefix Ro- to Shaun, an Anglicized form of the Irish Seán (God is gracious). See SEÁN (Irish Names). Var: RoShawn, Roshon. (RO-SHON)

ROYCE Transferred use of the surname meaning “Roy’s son.” See ROY (American Names). Var: Roice, Royse. (ROIS)

SEAN Derived from Seán, an Irish cognate of John (God is gracious). See JOHN (American Names). Var: Shauen, Shaun, Shawn, Shon. (SHON)

SHANTE Modern coinage possibly of French influence. Var: Shantay, Shanté, Shantay, Shonte, Shonté. (SHAN-TAY)

SHARONE Modern coinage based on the female name Sharon (a plain, a flat area). See SHARON (Female Names). Var: Sha Rone. (SHA-RONE)

SHAWNEL Modern coinage formed by the addition of the diminutive suffix -el to Shawn, an Anglicized form of the Irish Seán, a cognate of John (God is gracious). See  JOHN (American Names). Var: Shawnell, Shawnelle. (SHAW-NEL)

SOLOMON Biblical name derived from the Hebrew  shĕlōmōh (peaceful). See Solomon (Biblical Names). Var: Soliman, Solimon, Soloman. (SOL-O-MUN)

STEVON Modern variant of Stephen (a crown, garland). See STEPHEN (English Names). (STEE-VON, STEE-VON)

TANDIE Modern coinage perhaps based on the Scottish surname Tandy, which arose as a pet form of Andrew (manly). (TAN-DEE)

TANIER Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It could possibly be a variant of Tanner (a person who tans leather hides). (TAN-YER)

TAVARES Transferred use of the Spanish surname meaning “descendant of the hermit, descendant of the retired man.” (TAH-VAH-REZ)

TEMPLE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English tempel (temple): hence, “dweller near the temple.” (TEM-PL)

TERENCE From the Latin Terentius, an old Roman family name of uncertain derivation. It might be derived from terenus (soft, tender). Var: Terance, Terrance, Terrence. Pet: Terry. (TARE-ENS)

TERYL Modern coinage which is perhaps a blending of the names Terry and Daryl. Var: Tarell, Terrell. Pet: Terry. (TARE-IL)

TEVIN Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Kevin. (TEH-VIN)

THEO A short form of Theodore (God’s gift), Theo is also bestowed as an independent given name. See  THEODORE. (THEE-O)

THEODORE Derived from the Latin Theodorus, which is from the Greek Theodōros, a compounding of the elements theos (God) and dōron (a gift): hence, “God’s gift.” Var: Theodor. Short: Theo. Pet: Teddy. (THEE-O-DOR)

TITO Spanish form of the Greek Titos, an ancient name of uncertain derivation. Some believe it to be from the Greek tīo (to honor). Titus is the English cognate. (TEE-TŌ)

TREMAINE Transferred use of the Cornish surname derived from the place-name Tremaine (stone village). The name has the definition “from Tremaine.” Var: Tremain, Tremayne. (TREH-MANE)

TREY Derived from the Middle English trey (three), which is ultimately from the Latin tres (three). The name was traditionally given to the third-born or the third-born son. Var: Tre. (TRAY)

TROY Transferred use of the surname originating from the place-name Troyes in Aube, Normandy. Alternatively, the name may be bestowed in reference to the name of the ancient Phrygian city in northwestern Asia Minor, which was the scene of the Trojan War. Var: Troi, Troixe, Troixes. (TROI)

TY Short form of any of the names beginning with the element Ty-. It is also occasionally bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Tye. (Tī)

TYPHOON Derived from typhoon (a violent tropical cyclone), which is derived from the Chinese tai-fung (great wind). Short: Ty. (Tī-FOON)

TYRONE Derived from the Greek Turannos (sovereign, king). Alternatively, Tyrone is the transferred use of an Irish place-name in county Ulster. It is of uncertain derivation. Short: Ty. (TĪ-RONE)

TYSON Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old French tison (firebrand). Var: Tieson. Short: Tie, Ty. (TĪ-SUN)

 

TYUS Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Short: Ty. (TĪ*-US)

ULYSSES Latin form of the Greek Odysseus. The name is borne in mythology by the hero of the Odyssey. See  ODYSSEUS (Mythology and Astrology Names). (YOO-LIS-SEEZ)

VALDEZ Transferred use of the Spanish surname originating from the German Baldo, which is derived from  bald (bold). (VAHL-DEZ)

VELTRY Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (VEL-TREE)

VERLIN Believed to be derived from the Latin Verginius (spring-like, flourishing), an old Roman family name that has its root in ver (spring). Var: Verle, Verlon. (VER-LIN)

VOSHON Modern coinage, perhaps a variant of Shon, an American form of the Irish Seán, a cognate of John (God is gracious). (VO-SHON)

WEBSTER Transferred use of the surname meaning “weaver.” The name, which arose as an occupational name, is derived from the Old English webbestre (a female weaver). Var: Webbster. Short: Webb. (WEB-STER)

WENDICE Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (WEN-DIS)

XAYVION Modern coinage possibly based on the Spanish Xavier (the new house). See JAVIER (Spanish Names). Var: Savion, Sayveon, Sayvion, Xavion, Xayveon, Zayvion. (ZAY-VEE-ON)

ZARION Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (ZARE-REE-UN, ZAH-RI-UN)

ZEKE African name derived from the Bobangi zēke (to laugh, to laugh at). (ZEEK)

ZEPHYRUS Latin name derived from the Greek zephyros (the west wind). The name is borne in Greek mythology by the god of the west wind. (ZEF-ER-US)

ZEUS Greek name borne by the supreme god of the ancient Greek pantheon. The name is believed to be derived from the Indo-European root deiwos (God, deity). (ZOOSS)




African-American Female Names 

AALIYAH Variant of the Hebrew Aliyah (to ascend). (AH-LEE-YAH)

 

AFRICA Borrowed from the name of the continent. Often bestowed upon African-American female children as a symbol of ethnic pride. Alternatively, Africa is used as an Anglicized form of the Irish Gaelic Aifric (pleasant). (AF-REE-KAH)

ANGELYNNE Combination name composed of the names Angel (messenger of God) and Lynne (lake). See  ANGEL and LYNN (English Names). (AIN-jl-LIN)

ARIESA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (AH-REE-EH-SAH)

ATHENA Ancient name of uncertain etymology borne by the Greek mythological goddess of wisdom, skill, and warfare. Var: Athene. (ah-THEE-nah)

BERNITA Feminine form of Bernie, which is a pet form of Bernard (bold or strong as a bear). See BERNARD (English Male Names). (BER-NEE-TAH)

BEVERLEY Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English elements beofor (beaver) and lēac  (stream): hence, “dweller near the beaver stream.” Var: Bever-Leigh, Beverlie, Beverly. Short: Bev. (BEV-ER-LEE)

BRANDY Derived from brandy, which denotes an alcoholic liquor distilled from wine or from fermented fruit juice. Var: Brandee, Brandey, Brandi, Brandie. (BRAN-

DEE)

CACHAY Modern coinage probably based on the French  cachet (genuine, authentic; superior, prestige, distinction). Var: Cashay, Kachay, Kashay. (KA-SHAY)

CANDACE Derived from the Latin candidus (white, pure, sincere). Var: Candice, Candyse, Kandace, Kandice. Pet: Candi, Candie, Candy, Kandi, Kandie, Kandy. (KAN-DUS)

CHALESE Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (SHA-LEES)

CASSANDRA Derived from the Greek Kassandra, a name of uncertain etymology. Var: Kassandra. Short: Cass, Kass. Pet: Cassi, Cassie, Cassy, Kassi, Kassie, Kassy. (KAH-SAN-DRA)

CHANDA Modern coinage derived from the popular element Chan-. Var: Chandah. (CHAN-DAH, SHAN-DAH)

CHANDELLE Derived from the French chandelle (candle). Var: Chandell, Shandell, Shandelle. Short: Chan, Shan. (SHAHN-DEL)

CHANTAL French name derived from the Old Provençal cantal (stone, boulder). Var: Chantall, Chantel, Chantelle. Short: Chan. (SHAHN-TAHL)

CHANTERELLE French diminutive form of the Latin  cantharus (drinking cup). The name is borrowed from that of a type of mushroom, prized for its shape and flavor. Var: Chantrelle. Short: Chan. (SHAN-TEH-REL, SHAN-TREL)

CHARLENE 20th-century coinage used as a feminine form of Charles (full-grown, a man, a freeman): hence, “a woman.” Var: Charlayne, Cherlene, Cherline, Sharlayne, Sharleen, Sharlene. Pet: Charli, Charlie. (SHARLEEN)

CHARMAINE Derived from the Old French charme (a song, verse, chant). Var: Charmain, Charmayne. (SHAR-MANE)

CHARRON Modern variant of Sharon (a plain, a vast area). See SHARON. Var: Char Ron, Charrón. (SHARRON)

CHAZMIN Modern coinage probably influenced by the name Jasmin. (CHAZ-MIN)

CHEIRON Modern variant of Sharon (a plain, a vast area). See SHARON. (SHARE-UN)

CHERISE Modern coinage possibly based on the French  cerise (cherry, cherry-flavored, deep red). Var: Cherice, Cherrise, Sherice, Sherise. (SHER-EES)

CHERYL 20th-century coinage perhaps formed by combining names such as Cherry and Beryl. Var: Cherelle, Cheril, Cherril, Cherrill, Charel, Sherill, Sherril, Sherryl, Sheryll. (SHARE-EL)

CINNAMON Borrowed from the name of a favored spice. The name is ultimately derived from the Hebrew  qinnāmon (cinnamon). (SIN-AH-MUN)

COLANDA Modern coinage probably based on the name Yolanda. (KO-LON-DAH)

COZETTE Modern coinage perhaps based on cozy  (comfortable, warm, snug). (KO-ZET)

DANEAN Modern coinage which possibly arose as the combining of elements from parents’ or relatives’ names. Var: DaNeen, D’Nean. (DAH-NEEN)

DANELL Modern coinage which is a possible variant of Danielle, a feminine form of Daniel (God is my judge). Var: Da’Nell, Danella. Pet: Dani, Danie. (DAH-NEL)

DARAH Modern coinage perhaps modeled after the name Sarah. (DAR-AH, DAH-RAH)

DARLONNA Modern name perhaps coined from elements of names such as Darlene and Donna. (DAR-LON-NAH)

DARSHELLE Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (DAR-SHEL)

DAVENIA Modern coinage perhaps formed by combining names such as Dave and Eugenia (DAH-VEEN-EE-AH)

DELICIA Derived from the Latin deliciae (delight). Var: Daleesha, Dalicia, Dalisia, Deleesha, Delesia, Delisia. (DEH-LEE-SHA)

DENELL Modern coinage formed by the addition of the prefix De- to the name Nell, which is a short form of names containing nell as an element. Var: Denelle. (DEH-NEL)

DENISE Feminine form of Dennis, which is an English cognate of the Greek Dionysios (a follower of the god Dionysos). Var: Daneece, Danice, Denice, Deniece, Deniese, Denyse, De Nyse. (DAH-NEES)

DÉSIRÉE Borrowed from the French, Désirée is from the Latin Desiderāta, which is derived from desiderata  (desired). Var: Desirae, Desiree, Dessirae, Dessiree, Deziree. (DEZ-IH-RAY)

DESSA RAE Modern combination name, perhaps influenced by Desiree (desired). (DES-SAH-RAY)

DIJA A short form of Khadija (premature baby), Dija is also occasionally bestowed as an independent given name. See KHADIJA. (DEE-JAH)

DONDI Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (DON-DEE)

DYVETTE Modern coinage probably based on the French Yvette (little archer). See YVETTE (French Names). (DIH-VET)

EARLENE Feminine form of Earl. See EARL (English Names). Var: Earline, Erlene, Erline, Irelene. (ER-LEEN)

EARTHA Derived from earth, which denotes the planet on which we live. (ER-THA)

EBONY Derived from ebony, which denotes a hard, heavy, black wood. Var: Ebonii. (EH-BUN-EE)

GLENNETTE Modern feminine form of Glenn, a Scottish name derived from the Gaelic glenn (mountain valley). (GLEN-NET)

JACKIE A pet form of Jacqueline and its variants, Jackie is also bestowed as an independent given name, often as a feminine form of Jack. See JACK (American Male Names). Var: Jacki, Jacqua, Jacqué, Jacqui, Jacquie. (JAK-EE)

JADE Taken from the name of the hard, green or white jadeite or nephrite stone. The word came to the English via the French, from the Spanish piedra de ijada (stone of the side: from the belief that it could cure pains in the side). (JADE)

JALEESA Modern coinage formed with the name Lisa, a short form of Elisabeth (God is my oath). Var: Ja Leesa, Ja Lisa. (JAH-LEE-SAH)

JALINDA Modern coinage formed with the name Linda. See LINDA (English Names). Var: Jalynda. (JAH-LIN-DAH)

JAMILA Derived from the Arabic Jamīla, which is from  jamīl (beautiful, graceful). Var: Jamilah. (JAH-MEE-LAH)

JANDELLYN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (JAN-DEH-LIN)

JANET Diminutive form of Jane (God is gracious) which has been in use since the Middle Ages. Var: Ja’net, Janette, Jannette. Short: Jan. (JAN-ET)

JANICE Modern variant of Jane (God is gracious). See  JANE (American Names). Var: Janessa, Janiece, Janis, Jeanice, Jeneesa, Jenise. (JA-NIS, JAH-NEES)

JASMINE Taken from the name of the tropical plant having colorful, fragrant flowers used in perfumes and teas. The word is derived from the Persian yāsamīn (jasmine). Var: Jasmin. (JAZ-MIN)

JAYLENE Modern coinage formed by combining the names Jay and the element lene. (JAY-LEEN)

JENESSA Modern coinage formed from the name Jen. Short: Jen, Nessa. Pet: Jenni, Jennie, Jenny. (JEH-NES-SAH)

JONAVÁ Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (JON-AH-VAY)

KACIA Modern name of uncertain derivation. Var: Kaisha, Kasha, Kasia. (KAY-SHA)

KANEESHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Kaneisha. (KAH-NEE-SHA)

KANIQUA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Kanikwa. (KAH-NEE-KWA)

KEISHA Popular modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Keesha, Keshah. (KEE-SHA)

KENDRA Feminine form of the English Kendrick. See  KENDRICK (English Male Names). Var: Kendrah. (KEN-DRA)

KENYA Borrowed from the name of the East African country. Often bestowed as a symbol of ethnic origin and pride. (KEN-YAH)

KESIA Of African origin meaning “favorite.” Var: Keshia. (KEH-SHE-AH)

KHADIJA Derived from the Muslim name Khadīja, which is from the Arabic khadīja (premature baby). See  KHADĪJA (Muslim/Arabic Names). Short: Dija. (KAH-DEE-JAH)

KIANNA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (KEE-AH-NAH)

KINSHASHA Borrowing of the name of the capital of Zaire. (KEEN-SHASH-AH)

KISA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Keesa, Kysa. (KEE-SAH)

KNESHIA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It is probably modeled after the popular modern name Keisha. (NEE-SHAH, KAH-NEE-SHA)

K’SEA Modern fanciful variant of the name Casey. See  CASEY (English Names). Var: Ksea. (KAY-SEE)

KWANIESHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It appears to have been influenced by the name Keisha. (KWAH-NEE-SHAH)

L’ABANA Modern coinage possibly based on the biblical name Abana (stony). Var: Labahna, Labana. (LAH-BAH-NAH)

LA CHELLE Modern coinage formed by the addition of the prefix La- to Chelle, a short form of Michelle (who is like God?). See MICHÈLE (French Names). (LAH-SHEL)

LA DAWN Modern coinage combining the prefix La-with the name Dawn. See DAWN (American Names). Var: Ladawn, Ladawna, LaDawnah. (LAH-DAWN)

LA DEAN Modern feminine form of the name Dean.  See DEAN (English Male Names). (LAH-DEEN)

LA DELLE Modern coinage used as a feminine form of Dell (dweller in the dell). See DELL (English Male Names). Var: La Dell, La Delle, Ladelle. (LAH-DEL)

LA DONNA Modern coinage combining the prefix La-with the name Donna. See DONNA (American Names). (LAH-DON-NAH)

LAHONDA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (LAH-HON-DAH)

LA KEISHA Modern coinage formed by the addition of the prefix La- to the name Keisha. See KEISHA. Var: Lakeesha, La Keesha, Lakeisha, Lakisha, La Kisha, Lekeesha, Le Keesha, Lekisha, Le Kisha. (LAH-KEE-SHA)

LA NEESHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Laneesha, Laneeshah, Laneisha, La Neisha, Laneishah, La Neishah. (LAH-NEE-SHA)

LARSHELL Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It might have originated as a combination of name elements from parents or other family members. (LAR-SHEL)

LA SHAUNA Modern coinage formed by the addition of the prefix La- to the name Shauna. See SHAUNA (American Names). Var: La Shawn, La Shawna, La Shon, La Shonna, La Shonnah. (LAH-SHON-NAH, LAH-SHAUN-NAH)

LA SHAUNDA Modern coinage combining the prefix  La- with the name Shaunda. See SHAUNDA. Var: La Shawnda, La Shonda, La Shondah. (LAH-SHON-DAH, LAH-SHAUN-DAH)

LA TASHA Modern coinage combining the prefix  La- with the name Tasha, a Russian pet form of the name Natalie. See NATALIYA (Russian Names). Var: Latasha. Short: Tasha. (LAH-TAH-SHA)

LAVITA Modern coinage derived from the Latin vita  (life). Var: Laveeda. (LAH-VEE-TAH)

LA VON Modern coinage probably based on the name Yvonne. (LAH-VON)

LEISHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It is probably modeled after the name Keisha. Var: Leesha, Leeshah, Leeshia, Leishah. (LEE-SHA)

LENICE Modern coinage probably modeled after the name Denice. Var: La Neece, Laniece, La Neese, Le Neese. (LEH-NEES)

LETICIA Derived from the Latin laetitia (gladness, happiness). Var: Lateesha, Laticia, La Ticia, La Teesha, Latisha, La Tisha, Leteesha, Le Teesha. Short: Licia, Tisha. (LEH-TEE-SHA)

LIBYA Taken from the name of the North African country. The name can be bestowed as a symbol of national or ethnic pride. (LIB-EE-AH)

LYNNELLE Modern coinage formed by the addition of the feminine suffix -elle to Lynn. See LYNN (English Names). Var: Lynnel. (LIN-NEL)

MAMIE Originally a pet form of Margaret or Mary, Mamie is also bestowed as an independent given name.  See MARGARET and MARY (English Names). Var: Mami. (MAY-MEE)

ME’SHELL Modern elaboration of the name Michelle (who is like God?). See MICHÈLE (French Names). (ME-SHEL)

MISHAILA Modern coinage based on the name Michelle (who is like God?). See MICHÈLE (French Names). (MIH-SHAY-LAH, MEE-SHAY-LAH)

MISKAELA Modern coinage based on the name Michaela (who is like God?). See MICHAELA (American Names). Var: Meeskaela. (MIS-KAY-LAH, MEE-SKAY-LAH)

MONISHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation, perhaps influenced by the name Monica. (MO-NEE-SHA)

NICHELE Modern coinage probably based on the name Michelle. Var: Na Chelle, Nichelle. (NIH-SHEL)

NIKEESHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Niceesha, Nickeesha, Nickisha, Nicquisha, Niquisha, Nykesha. (NIH-KEE-SHA)

ORLAIN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It might be based on or influenced by the name Arlene. (OR-LANE)

RACHEL Derived from the Hebrew rāchēl (ewe). See  RACHEL (Biblical Names). Var: Rachael, Racheal. (RAY-CHEL)

RACHELL Elaborated form of Rachel (ewe). See  RACHEL (Biblical Names). Var: Rachelle, Rochell, Rochelle. (RAH-SHEL, RO-SHEL)

RA’ KEISHA Modern coinage using the name Keisha. (RAH-KEE-SHA)

RANDELLE Feminine form of Randall (wolf shield). See  RANDALL (English Male Names). (RAN-DEL)

RANIELLE Modern coinage apparently modeled after the name Danielle. (RAN-YEL)

RHONDA Believed to be derived from the Welsh elements rhon (lance) and da (good). Var: Randa, Ronda, Rondah. (RON-DAH)

RICHELLE Feminine form of Richard (brave ruler), formed by the addition of the feminine suffix -elle to Rich.  See RICHARD (English Male Names). (RIH-SHEL)

ROLANDA Feminine form of Roland (famous land).  See ROLAND (English Male Names). Var: Ro Landa, Rolandah. (RO-LAN-DAH, RO-LAHN-DAH)

RONNA Feminine form of Ron, which is a short form of Ronald (ruler of judgment). See RONALD (English Male Names). Var: Roni, Ronnie. (RAH-NAH)

RONNELL Feminine form of Ron, which is a short form of Ronald (ruler of judgment). See RONALD (English Male Names). Var: Ronell, Ronelle, Ronnel. (RON-NEL)

SABRINEEKA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Sebreneeka. (SAH-BRIH-NEE-KAH)

SARONNA Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Sharon (a plain, a flat area) or as an elaboration of Ronna, a feminine form of Ron, which is a shortened form of Ronald (ruler of judgment). (SAH-RO-NAH, SAH-RON-NAH)

SATORIA Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Victoria. (SAH-TOR-EE-AH)

SAVANNAH Derived from the Spanish sabana (a treeless plain). Var: Savanna. (SAH-VAN-NAH)

SHAKONDA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (SHA-KON-DAH)

SHALAINE Modern coinage. Var: Shalaina, Shalayna, Shalayne. (SHA-LAIN)

SHALEELA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Shaleelah, Shalila, Shalilah. (SHA-LEE-LAH)

SHALONDA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (SHA-LON-DAH)

SHAMIKA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Shameeka, Shameekah, Shamikah. (SHA-MEE-KAH)

SHAN Anglicized form of Siân, the Welsh cognate of Jane (God is gracious). See JANE (English Names). Pet: Shanee. (SHAN)

SHANDRA Modern coinage based on the name Sandra or Shan, or perhaps as a combination of both. See SANDRA (English Names) and SHAN. (SHAN-DRAH)

SHANIQUE Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Shaneeka, Shaneeke, Shanika, Shanikah, Shani-qua. (SHA-NEEK, SHA-NEE-KWA)

SHANIYA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (SHA-NEE-YAH)

SHANTAINA Modern coinage based on the popular element shan. Var: Shantainah, Shantayna, Shantaynah. (SHAN-TAY-NAH)

SHARAMA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Sharamah, Shirama. (SHA-RAH-MAH)

SHARLON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It might be an elaboration of Sharon or a combination of names such as Sharon and Marlon. (SHAR-LON)

SHARON Hebrew name meaning “a plain, a flat area.” In biblical times, Sharon was a fertile, coastal plain in Palestine where roses and oak trees grew in abundance. Var: Sharana, Sharen, Sharona, Sharonah, Sharonna, Sherran. (SHARE-UN)

SHAUNDA Modern coinage based on the name Shauna (God is gracious). Var: Shonda, Shondah, Shawnda, Shawndah. (SHON-DAH, SHAUN-DAH)

SHAVONDA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (SHA-VON-DAH)

SHAWANNAH Modern coinage perhaps influenced by the names Shawna or Shoshannah. (SHA-WAH-NAH)

SHAYLEEN Feminine form of Shay (seizing by the heel, supplanting). See SHAY (American Male Names). (SHAY-LEEN)

SHIRELL Modern coinage based on the name Cheryl.  See CHERYL. (SHIR-REL)

SHUWANI Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (SHOO-WAH-NEE)

SIMONE A borrowing from the French, Simone is a feminine form of Simon (heard). See SIMON (English Males Names). Var: Symone. (SIH-MONE)

TALISA Modern coinage most likely based on the name Lisa. Var: Talisa, Telisa. (TAH-LEE-SAH)

TAMIKA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Tameeka. (TAH-MEE-KAH)

TAMRIKA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Tamreeka. (TAM-REE-KAH)

T’ANAY Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Taneé. (TAH-NAY)

TANISHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Teneesha. (TAH-NEE-SHA)

TARJA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (TAR-EE-AH, TAR-JAH)

TASHANEE Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (TAH-SHAN-EE)

TASHINA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Tasheena, Tasheenah, Tashinah. (TAH-SHEE-NAH)

TAWNY Derived from tawny, which denotes a soft, brownish-yellow or tan color. The word is derived from the Old French tanné (tanned). Var: Tawnee, Tawney. (TAW-NEE)

TERRA Derived from terra (the earth). Var: Tera, Terah, Terrah. (TARE-AH)

TIARA Derived from tiara (a crown, coronet, head-dress). (TEE-AR-AH)

TISHA Short form of various names containing the element tisha, ticia. It is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Ticia. Short: Tish. (TISH-AH)

TISHRA Modern coinage based on the element tish. Var: Tishrah. (TISH-RAH)

TYANA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation, perhaps influenced by the name Deanna. (TEE-AH-NAH,

TEE-AH-NAH)

VELINDA Modern coinage influenced by the name Melinda. Var: Valinda. (VEH-LIN-DAH)

 

VIANNA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (VEE-AN-NAH)

WHITNEY Transferred use of the surname derived from  Hwítan-íg (Hwita’s island). Hwita is an Anglo-Saxon personal name derived from hwít (white). Var: Whitnee. (WHIT-NEE)

WYETTA Feminine form of Wyatt (little Guy). See  WYATT (American Male Names). (Wī-ET-TAH)

WYNELLE Elaboration of the name Wynn, a modern English name derived from the Welsh gwyn (white, fair, blessed). (WIN-NEL)

 

WYNETTE Variant form of Wynn, formed by the addition of the diminutive suffix -ette. See WYNNE. (WIN-NET)

YOLANDE Of uncertain etymology, some believe it to be a derivative of Violante (violet), a medieval French name derived from the Latin Viola (violet). Var: Ylonda, Yolanda, Yolandah, Yolonda. (YO-LAHN-DAH)

YONKELA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (YON-KEL-LAH)

ZEBORAH Modern coinage apparently influenced by the name Deborah. (ZEB-AH-RAH)

 

ZELFA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (ZEL-FAH)

ZHANÉ Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (ZHA-NAY)




CHAPTER THREE

American Names

THE UNITED States is a mosaic of ethnic origins, and nowhere is this more keenly observed than in types of names used in this country. Currently, about forty-four separate ancestry groups are represented in the United States, and all have given their share of names to society.

Many of these names have been Americanized to fit the sounds of the English language, and in most cases diacritical marks, so important to other languages but unknown to our own, have been dropped. Because of the prejudice aimed at new arrivals, the Scottish and Irish often dropped the Mac and O prefixes from their names. Since many immigrants were illiterate and had no knowledge of the true spellings of their names, immigration officials usually spelled them as best as they could or even assigned different ones.

For boys, common Bible names have been popular for many years. Many that were considered old-fashioned just a short time ago, such as Jedidiah and Noah, are making a reappearance. Some of these are shortened into single-syllable “strong-sounding” names such as Jed from Jedidiah and Jake from Jacob.

It is interesting to note that a large number of male names, such as Bradford, Kirk, and Taylor, actually originated as English surnames. Another current naming trend points toward the use of topographical features and place-names, such as Ridge, Lake, Dakota, and Dallas. These types of names, as well as increased usage of foreign names, classical Latin names, and names from mythology, have led to a decrease in the bestowal of common Teutonic names, such as Walter and Albert.

For girls, the types of names being used today have also changed. One of the most significant trends is the use of surnames for female given names. Originally a southern tradition, the practice has spread throughout the country. Most often, it is the first-born daughter who is given the mother’s maiden name as a first or middle name. However, names unrelated to those of the parents are also being used, and it is no longer considered unusual to find girls named Blair, Carter, or Madison.

With the exception of Rose, flower and related names such as Pansy and Violet have been exchanged for such names as Holly, Ivy, and Willow. Jewel names like Opal, Pearl, and Ruby are usurped by Amber, Jade, and Chalcedony.

Another fast-growing trend is the use of modern coinages. Quite often these names are formed by using elements from the names of parents or relatives, or they are based on popular name elements such as  Sha- or -ana.




American Male Names 

ADAM Derived from the Hebrew adama (red earth).  See ADAM (Biblical Names). Var: Addam. (AD-UM)

AIDAN Anglicized form of the Irish Aodhan (little fiery one). The name was popularized by actor Aidan Quinn (b. 1959). (ĀD-UN)

ALAN Celtic name of uncertain derivation. See ALAN (English Names). Var: Alen, Allan, Allen, Allon, Allun, Alon, Alun. Short: Al. (AL-UN)

ALDEN Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English Aldwine, a compounding of the elements ald (old) and wine (friend). (AHL-DEN)

ALEC Scottish form of Alex, a short form of Alexander (defender or helper of mankind). See ALEXANDER. (ALEK)

ALEX A short form of Alexander (defender or helper of mankind), Alex is also bestowed as an independent given name. See ALEXANDER. (AL-EKS)

ALEXANDER Derived from the Greek Alexandros (defender or helper of mankind), a compounding of the elements alexein (to defend, to help) and andros (man). Short: Al, Alec, Alex. Pet: Sandy. (AL-EK-ZAN-DER)

ANDREW English form of the Greek Andreas, a name derived from andreios (manly). See ANDREW (Biblical Names). Short: Drew. Pet: Andy. (AN-DREW)

ANTHONY Derived from the Latin Antonius, an old Roman family name of unknown etymology. “Priceless” and “of inestimable worth” are popular folk definitions of the name. Var: Anton, Antonio. Short: Toni, Tonio, Tony. (AN-THUH-NEE)

ARCHER Transferred use of the surname derived from  archer (a bowman). (AR-CHER)

ARLAN Variant form of Erland (foreigner, stranger).  See ERLEND. Var: Arland, Arlen. (AR-LAN)

ARNEL Transferred use of the surname derived from Arnold (eagle strength). See ARNOLD (English Names). Var: Arnell. (AR-NEL)

ASA Derived from the Hebrew āsā (a healer, a physician). (ACE-AH)

ASHTON Transferred use of the surname meaning “belonging to Ashton.” The name originated from the English place-name, which is composed of the elements æsc (ash tree) and tūn (town, settlement, village, enclosure). (ASH-TUN)

AUSTIN Contracted form of Augustine (great, venerable). (AU-STIN)

AVERILL Transferred use of the English surname, which is of debated definition. Some believe it to mean “April.” Others think the name is of Germanic origin and has the definition “wild boar battle.” Var: Averille, Averrill, Averrille. (AVE-EH-RL)

BANNER Derived from banner (a flag, a standard, a banner). Alternatively, Banner is a shortened form of the Scottish surname Bannerman (a bearer of the banners). (BAN-NER)

BANNOCK Transferred use of the surname, which is believed to be derived from the Russian Banich (one who has been exiled or banished). Var: Banick. (BAN-NUK)

BARRY Anglicized form of the Irish Bearach (spear-like). (BARE-REE)

BAY Modern name derived from bay (an indentation in the shoreline of a lake or sea). (BAY)

BEAR Derived from bear (a bear, an animal of the Ursidae family). (BARE)

BEAU A borrowing from the French, Beau is derived from beau (pretty, a dandy, handsome). Var: Bo. (BO)

BECK Transferred use of the Scandinavian surname meaning “dweller near the brook.” (BEK)

BECKETT Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller near the brook.” Var: Beckitt. (BEK-ET)

BECKON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (BEK-UN)

BENJAMIN Derived from the Hebrew binyāmīn (son of the right hand). See BENJAMIN (Biblical Names). The name was borne by American statesman and inventor Benjamin Franklin (1706-90). Short: Ben. Pet: Benny. (BEN-JAH-MIN)

BENNETT Transferred use of the surname originating as a variant form of Benedict, a name derived from the Latin benedictus (blessed). Var: Bennet. Short: Ben. Pet: Benny. (BEN-NET)

BENTLEY Transferred use of the surname originating from the English place-name Bentley (clearing overgrown with bent grass). Var: Bently. Short: Ben. Pet: Benny. (BENT-LEE)

BENTON Transferred use of the surname originating from a Northumberland place-name meaning “a town or enclosure where bent grass grows.” Short: Ben. Pet: Benny. (BENT-UN, BEN-TUN)

BERT A short form of any of the names containing  Bert (bright) as an element, Bert is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Burt. (BERT)

BILL A short form of William (resolute protector), Bill is also bestowed as an independent given name. See  WILLIAM. Pet: Billy. (BILL)

BIRCHALL Transferred use of the English surname composed from the Old English elements birce (birch) and heall (hall): hence, “dweller near the hall of birch trees.” Var: Birchell, Burchall, Burchell. (BER-CHALL)

BISHOP Transferred use of the surname derived from  bishop (a high-ranking member of the clergy). (BISH-UP)

BLAINE Transferred use of the Scottish surname meaning “the son of the disciple of Blaan [yellow] or Blane [the lean].” Var: Blayne. (BLANE)

BLAIR Transferred use of the Scottish surname meaning “dweller on the plain.” Var: Blaire. (BLARE)

BLAISE Borrowed from the French, Blaise is of uncertain etymology. Some believe it is derived from the Latin Blaesus, which is from blaesus (deformed, stuttering). Var: Blaize, Blayze, Blaze.

BLAKE Transferred use of the surname, which is of two separate derivations. It originates both from the Old English blæc (black, dark-complexioned) and from the Old English blāc (bright, shining, pale, wan). The use of Blake as a given name stems from its prior use as a nickname for someone with either a very dark or a very light complexion. Var: Blaike. (BLAKE)

BOB A short form of Robert (bright with fame), Bob is also occasionally bestowed as an independent given name. Pet: Bobbie, Bobby. (BOB)

BOYD Transferred use of the surname derived from the Irish Gaelic buidhe (yellow) and from the surname Mac Giolla Buidhe (son of the one with yellow hair). Var: Boyde. (BOID)

BRAD A short form of any of the names containing  brad as an element, Brad is also bestowed as an independent given name. (BRAD)

BRADEN Transferred use of the English surname meaning “from Bradden, a dweller near the broad valley.” The name originates from several place-names meaning “broad valley.” Var: Bradon, Braydan, Brayden, Braydon. (BRAY-DN)

BRADFORD Transferred use of the surname arising from English place-names composed of the Old English elements brad (broad) and ford (a ford, a place to cross a river). Short: Brad. (BRAD-FORD)

BRADLEY Transferred use of the surname originating from English place-names derived from the Old English elements brad (broad) and lēah (wood, clearing, meadow, enclosure): hence, “dweller at the broad meadow.” Short: Brad. (BRAD-LEE)

BRADY Transferred use of the surname originating from separate derivations. It is derived from the Old English elements brad (broad) and ēage (eye): hence, “one with broad eyes.” It is also from the Old English elements brad (broad) and ēg (island) or gehæg (enclosure): hence, “dweller on the broad island, dweller near the broad enclosure.” Var: Bradey. (BRAY-DEE)

BRANDON Variant form of Branton, a surname that originated from English place-names composed of the Old English elements brom (broom, brushwood) and dun (hill): hence, “dweller near the brushwood hill.” Alternatively, Brandon is a variant form of Brendan, an Anglicized form of the Irish Breandán (prince).  See BREANDÁN (Irish Names). Var: Brendon. (BRAN-DUN)

BRANNON Transferred use of the surname, which is from the Irish Mac Brannan, the Anglicized form of the Gaelic Mac Branáin (son of Bran). Bran is a popular Gaelic name meaning “raven.” (BRAN-NUN)

BRANT Transferred use of the surname, which is from the Old English brand (firebrand, sword) and the Old Norse brandr (firebrand, sword). Var: Brandt. (BRANT)

BRAZIER Transferred use of the surname originating as an occupational name derived from the Old English  brasier (a brass founder, a worker of brass), which is from  brasian (to make of brass). Var: Braisier, Braizier, Brasier. (BRAY-ZHUR)

BRENNAN Transferred use of the surname, which is from the Irish O Brennan, the Anglicized form of the Gaelic Ó Braonáin (descendant of Braoin). Braoin is a Gaelic name meaning “sorrow, sadness.” Brennan is also an English surname and is evolved from the Old English Burnand (burned hand). The name makes reference to the medieval practice of burning the hands of those caught breaking the law. Var: Brennand, Brennen. (BREN-NAN)

BRENNER Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old French brenier (keeper of the hounds) or from the Old Norse brenna (to burn, burner of charcoal, bricks, or lime). (BREN-NER)

BRENT Transferred use of the English surname, which originates from two separate sources. Brent (the burnt) is an evolution of the Old English beornan (to burn) and was originally used as a nickname for a criminal who had been branded for his crimes. It is also derived from brend  (burnt land) and is used as an English place-name; in this instance, Brent has the definition “dweller by the burnt land.” (BRENT)

BRETT Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old French Bret (a Breton), an ethnic name for a native of Brittany. Var: Bret, Brit, Britt. (BREHT)

BRIAN A borrowing from the Irish, Brian is of uncertain etymology. It is generally thought to be of Celtic origin, but its meaning is disputed. Some believe it to be derived from the root bri (force, strength), brîgh (valor, strength), or bruaich (a hill, steep, high). It is also given the definition “kingly.” Var: Briann, Briant, Brien, Brient, Brion, Bryan, Bryann, Bryon, Bryonn. Short: Bri. (BRĪ-UN)

BRICE An English name originating as a surname taken to England by the French in the Middle Ages. It is believed to be of Celtic origin and might be derived from the element bri (force, strength) or brîgh (valor, strength). Var: Bryce. Short: Bri. (BRICE)

BROCK Transferred use of the surname, which is of several derivations. It is from the Old English brocc (badger), from the Old French broque, brocke (a young deer), and from the Old English brōc (brook, stream). (BRAHK)

BRODY Transferred use of the surname, which is of several derivations. It is a Scottish name meaning “from Brodie,” which is a place-name believed to be derived from the Gaelic broth (a ditch). It is also an English surname derived from the Old English brothie (black) and an Anglicized Irish surname meaning “son of Bruaideadh.” Bruaideadh is a Gaelic name meaning “fragment.” Var: Brodie. (BRO-DEE)

BROOK Derived from brook (a stream, a small creek). Var: Brooke. (BROOK)

BRYSON Transferred use of the surname that originated as an Anglicization of the Gaelic Ó Muirgheasáin (descendant of Muirghearán). The name is an old Irish name beginning with the element muir (sea). Var: Brice-son, Brycen, Brysen. (BRĪ-SEN)

BUCHANAN Transferred use of the Scottish surname meaning “belonging to Buchanan [Scotland].” It is believed to ultimately be a Pictish name with no connection to the Welsh bychan (small) or the Gaelic bothan (a hut), as many suppose. Short: Buck. (BYOO-KAN-NUN)

BUCK Derived from buck (a male deer, a stag). Alternatively, Buck is used as a short form of Buchanan. (BUHK)

BURKE Transferred use of the surname meaning “from Burgh [in Suffolk]” or “from Bourg [in France].” The names are derived from the Old English and Old French  burg (a stronghold). Var: Berke, Burk. (BERK)

BURTON Transferred use of the English surname that originated from a place-name derived from the Old English elements burg (a stronghold, fortress) and tūn  (town, settlement, village, enclosure). Short: Burt. (BER-TUN)

CADE Transferred use of the English surname, which is of several derivations. See CADE (English Names). (KADE)

CALDER Transferred use of the English surname derived from several river names, which are believed to be from the Gaelic elements coille (a wood) and dur (a stream) or from the Welsh call (a breaking or starting out) and dwr (water). (KAHL-DER)

CALDWELL Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller at Caldwell.” Caldwell is a Yorkshire place-name derived from the Old English elements ceald  (cold) and wiella (well, spring). (KAHLD-WELL)

CALE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Gaelic caol (thin, slender). Var: Cayl, Kail, Kayl, Kayle. (KAIL)

CALLISTER Derived from the Irish surname Mac Callister, a variant of Mac Alister (son of Alister), an Irish form of the Gaelic Mac Alastair. Alastair is the Gaelic form of Alexander (defender or helper of mankind). (KAL-LIH-STER)

CALUM A borrowing from the Scottish, Calum is a Gaelic form of the Latin Columba (a dove). Var: Callum. (KAL-UM)

CALVIN From the French surname Cauvin, a derivative of the Latin calvinus (little bald one), which has its root in calvus (bald). The name was originally bestowed in honor of French Protestant reformer John Calvin (1509-64). Var: Kalvin. (KAL-VIN)

CAMAS From camas (a delicate wild plant with edible bulbs and bluish flowers). It is derived from the Chinook Indian chamas (sweet). Var: Camus. Short: Cam. (KAM-MUS)

CAMERON Transferred use of the Scottish surname that originated from the Gaelic nickname cam sròn  (crooked nose). Var: Kameron. Short: Cam, Kam. (KAM-ER-UN)

CARL Derived from the Old English ceorl (freeman, peasant, man). In the Middle Ages, Carl was used as a nickname for a bondman, villain, or a person of low birth and rude manners. Alternatively, Carl is used as a short form of Carlton. See CARLTON. (KARL)

CARLTON Transferred use of the English surname that originated from place-names composed of the Old English elements carl (freeman, peasant, man) and tūn  (town, settlement, village): hence, “settlement of freemen.” Var: Carleton. Short: Carl. (KARL-TUN)

CARSON Transferred use of the surname meaning “Carr’s son.” The name Carr is of several derivations. It is from the Middle English and Scottish car, carre  (marsh, mossy place), from the Welsh caer (a fort), and from the Gaelic carr (rock). (KAR-SUN)

CARTER Transferred use of the surname that originated in the Middle Ages as an occupational name for someone who used a cart to transport goods. (KAR-TER)

CASE Transferred use of the English surname of French origin, which has the definition “from Case, belonging to Case.” It is derived from the Latin casa (a dwelling place, a dwelling). (KASE)

CASEY Transferred use of the Irish surname, which is from the Gaelic O’Cathasaigh (descendant of Cathasach), a derivative of cathasach (watchful, vigilant). Var: Kasey, K.C., Kayce. (KAY-SEE)

CHAD Believed to be a modern variant of the obsolete Old English Ceadda, a name of uncertain meaning. (CHAD)

CHADWICK Transferred use of the English surname meaning “Chad’s place.” It is derived from the name Chad and the Old English wíc (place). Short: Chad. (CHAD-WIK)

CHANNING Transferred use of the English surname, which is a variant of Canning. Canning (Cana’s son) is composed of the obsolete and probably Teutonic name Cana and the Old English filial suffix -ing. (CHAN-NEEN)

CHASE Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller at the hunting ground,” which is derived from the Old French chacier, chasser (to hunt, to chase). (CHASE)

CHRISTIAN Derived from the Late Latin christiānus,  which is from the Greek christianos (a Christian, a follower of Christ). Var: Christion, Khristian, Kristian. Short: Chris, Khris, Kris. (KRIS-CHEN)

CHRISTOPHER Derived from the Ecclesiastic Late Latin Christophorus, which is from the Ecclesiastic Greek Christophoros (bearing Christ). The name is composed of the elements Christos (Christ) and pherein  (to bear). Christopher Robin is the name of the little boy in A. A. Milne’s children’s classic Winnie the Pooh. Var: Kristoff, Kristopher. Short: Chris, Kris. Pet: Kit. (KRIS-TEH-FER)

CLANCY Derived from the Irish surname Clancy and Mac Clancy, which is from the Gaelic Mac Fhlannchaidh (son of Flannchadh). Flannchadh is believed by some to mean “ruddy warrior.” Var: Clancey. (KLAN-SEE)

CLARK Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English clerec, clerc (clerk). It originated as an occupational name for a clergyman cleric or a man in a religious order. Var: Clarke. (KLARK)

CLEVELAND Transferred use of the English surname meaning “from the cliff land,” which is derived from the Old English elements cleve (cliff) and land (land). (KLEEV-LAND)

CLINT A short form of Clinton (settlement by the cliff), Clint is also bestowed as an independent given name. See CLINTON. (KLINT)

CLINTON Transferred use of the English surname believed to be derived from an English place-name formed by the Middle English elements clint (cliff, slope, bank of a river) and tūn (town, settlement, village): hence, “settlement by the cliff.” Short: Clint. (KLIN-TUN)

CODY Derived from the Irish Gaelic surname Mac Óda (son of Odo), a name thought to date to the 13th century. Odo is an obsolete name meaning “wealthy.” (KO-DEE)

COLBY Transferred use of the English surname, which is of Scandinavian origin and has the definition “from Colby, from Kol’s settlement.” It is derived from the Old Norse elements kol (coal-black) and byr (settlement). Alternatively, Colby is used as a short form of Colburn.  See COLBURN. Var: Coleby. (KOL-BEE)

COLE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English col (coal). It originated as a nickname for someone who was coal-black, swarthy, or darkly complexioned. Cole is also used as a short form of any of the names beginning with the element Col-. (KOLE)

COLEMAN Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old English elements col (coal) and mann  (man), which originated as an occupational name for a charcoal burner or someone who dealt with coal. Var: Koleman. Short: Cole, Kole. (COAL-MUN)

COLIN A borrowing from the English, Colin originated as a medieval variant of the obsolete Colle, a short form of Nicholas (victory of the people). Alternatively, Colin is the Anglicized form of the Gaelic Cailean (dove). Var: Collan, Collin, Collun, Coln, Colun. (KAH-LIN, KO-LIN)

COLT Derived from colt (a young male horse). It is also used as a short form of Colter (keeper of the colt herd).  See COLTER. (KOLT)

COLTER Transferred use of the English surname derived from the elements colt (a young male horse) and  herder (one who cares for a herd): hence, “keeper of the colt herd.” Short: Colt. (KOL-TER)

CONNOR Anglicized form of the Irish Gaelic Conchobhar, a compound name composed of the elements  conn (wisdom, counsel, strength) or con (hound, dog) and cobhair (aid). “High will, desire” and “hound lover” are other definitions attributed to the name. Var: Conner. (KON-NER)

COOPER Transferred use of the English surname that originated as an occupational name for a cooper, a cask or barrel maker or seller. It is derived from the Middle English couper (a cask). Short: Coop. (KOO-PER)

CORBIN Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old French corbin (a raven). Var: Corban, Corbyn. Pet: Corby. (KOR-BIN)

CORD A short form of Cordelle (rope), Cord is also bestowed as an independent given name. (KORD)

CORDELLE Derived from the French cordelle (rope). Var: Cordel, Cordell. Short: Cord. (KOR-DEL)

COREY A borrowing from the Irish, Corey is a name of more than one derivation. It is the transferred use of the surname derived from the Gaelic coire (a cauldron, a seething pool, a hollow): hence, “dweller in or near a hollow.” Alternatively, it is an Anglicized form of the various surnames derived from corra (a spear). Var: Cori, Corie, Correy, Corry, Cory, Korey, Kory. (KOR-EE)

CORRIDON Transferred use of the Irish surname believed to be derived from the Gaelic corra (a spear). The name originated in the southern part of county Clare. Var: Corydon. (KOR-EE-DON)

CRAIG Transferred use of the Scottish surname derived from the Gaelic creag (rugged rocks, crag): hence, “dweller by the crag.” Var: Craigg, Kraig, Kraigg. (KRAIG)

CRAMER Transferred use of the English surname that arose as an occupational name meaning “shopkeeper, peddler, stallkeeper.” It is of Teutonic origin and is derived from the Dutch kramer, the German krämer, the Scottish crame, all of which mean “shopkeeper, goods.” Var: Kramer. (KRAY-MER)

CULLEN A borrowing from the Irish, Cullen is the Anglicized form of the Irish surname Mac Cuilinn (son of Cuileann). Cuileann is an Irish name meaning “holly.” Var: Cullan, Cullin. (KUL-LUN)

DACK Transferred use of the English surname originating from the Anglo-Saxon personal name Dæcca, which is believed to be from the Old Norse dagr (day) or the Old English dæg (day). (DAK)

DAKOTA Derived from the Siouan word dakóta (allies, to be thought of as friends). The name is borrowed from the name given to the tribes of northern Plains Indians, also known as Sioux and Lakota. (DAH-KO-TAH)

DALLAS Borrowed from the name of a Texas city named for U.S. Vice President G. M. Dallas (1792- 1864). The surname, of Scottish origin meaning “belonging to Dallas, from Dallas,” is derived from the Gaelic elements dail (a field) and eas (a waterfall): hence, “the waterfall field.” (DAL-LUS)

DAMIAN Derived from the Greek Damianos, which is thought to be from damān (to tame). Var: Damon, Daymian, Daymon. (DAY-MEE-UN)

DANIEL Derived from the Hebrew dāni’ēl (God is my judge). The name is borne in the Bible by a Hebrew prophet whose faith kept him from harm in a den of hungry lions. Short: Dan. Pet: Danny. (DAN-YEL)

DARCY Transferred use of the English surname that originated as the baronial name D’Arcy (from Arcy, a place in La Manche, Normandy). Var: Darcey. (DAR-SEE)

DARRELL Transferred use of the English surname that originated as the French de Arel (from Airelle, a town in Calvados). Var: Darrall, Darrel, Darryl, Darylle, Darryll, Daryl. (DARE-UL)

DARREN Modern name of uncertain origin and meaning. It might have been coined as a variation of Darrell or as a combination of a child’s parents’ names, such as Darrell and Karen. Var: Darin, Darran, Darron, Darryn. (DARE-UN)

DAVID From the Hebrew dāvīd (beloved). The name is borne in the Bible by the second Israelite king. Short: Dave. Pet: Davey, Davie, Davy. (DAY-VID)

DAVIS Transferred use of the surname, which is a shortened form of Davison (Davy’s son). Davy was a popular medieval pet form of David and was often bestowed independently from the original name. Short: Dave. Pet: Davey, Davie, Davy. (DAY-VIS)

DECLAN Borrowed from the Irish, Declan is the Anglicized form of Deaglán, which is of uncertain meaning.  See DECLAN (Irish Names). Var: Decclan, Decklan, Decklen, Decklin, Decklyn, Deklan, Deklen, Deklin. (DEK-LIN)

DELANEY Transferred use of the Irish surname, which is from the Gaelic O’Dubhshláine. The first element of Dubhshláine is from the Gaelic dubh (black, dark), but the second is uncertain. Some believe it is the name of the river Slaney; others think it is a form of slán (healthy, whole). Var: Delany. (DAH-LANE-EE)

DEREK Derived from a short form of the obsolete Germanic Thiudoreiks, a compound name composed from the Old German elements thiuda (folk, people) and reiks  (ruler, leader, king). The name was taken to England in the Middle Ages by Flemish cloth traders. Var: Darrek, Darrick, Dereck, Derreck, Derrick. (DARE-RIK)

DESTON Modern coinage perhaps used as a variation of Dustin. It could also be based on destiny (fate, what will happen to a person). See DUSTIN. (DES-TON)

DEVIN A borrowing from the Irish, Devin is derived from the Gaelic dámh (a poet). Var: Devan, Deven, Devon. (DEV-UN)

DEVLIN Borrowed from the Irish, Devlin is an Anglicized form of an Irish surname of several origins. See  DEVLIN (Irish Names). Short: Dev. (DEV-LIN)

DIRK A contracted form of Derek (leader of the people), Dirk is now regarded as an independent given name. See DEREK. Var: Dirck. (DERK)

DOMINIC Derived from the Latin Dominicus (belonging to a lord), which is from dominus (a lord, a master). Var: Domenic, Dominick, Dominyck, Dominyk, Domonic, Domonick. Short: Dom, Nick. (DOM-IH-NIK)

DRAKE Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller at the sign of the drake; dweller at the sign of the dragon.” (DRAKE)

DREW Originally a short form of Andrew (manly), Drew is now commonly bestowed as an independent given name. See ANDREW. (DROO)

DUANE Anglicized form of Dubhán (little dark one), a diminutive form of the Gaelic dubh (black, dark). Var: Dewayne, De Wayne, Dwain, Dwaine, Dwane, Dwayne, D’Wayne. (DUH-WANE, DOO-WANE)

DUGAN Transferred use of the surname, which is the Anglicized form of the Gaelic Dubhgán (little dark one), a compounding of the elements dubh (dark, black) and the diminutive suffix -gán. Var: Dugann. (DOO-GUN)

DURAN Derived from the Latin durans (enduring, durable, long-lasting). Var: Durand, Durant. (DER-RAN)

DUSTIN Transferred use of the surname, which is of uncertain origin. Some believe it to be an altered form of Thurston, which is derived from the Old Norse Thorstein (Thor’s stone). See THORSTEIN (Scandinavian Names). Pet: Dusty. (DUS-TIN)

DYLAN A borrowing from the Welsh, Dylan is a name of uncertain derivation. Some believe it to be from an Old Celtic element meaning “sea.” See DYLAN (Welsh Names). Var: Dillan, Dillon, Dillyn, Dyllan. (DIL-LUN)

EDISON Transferred use of the English surname meaning “Eadie’s son, Edie’s son.” Eadie and Edie are obsolete Old English names derived from ēad (prosperity, wealth). Short: Ed. Pet: Eddie, Eddy. (ED-IH-SON)

ELI Derived from the Hebrew ‘ēlī (high, ascent). See  ELI (Biblical Names). (EE-Lī)

ELLIOT Transferred use of the surname that originated as a diminutive of the Old French Élie, a cognate of the Hebrew Elijah (Jehovah is God). See ELIJAH (Biblical Names). The name received a boost in popularity due to the central character in the popular movie E.T. Var: Eliot, Eliott, Elliott. (EL-LEE-ET)

ELLIS Transferred use of the surname originating from the personal name Elis, a Middle English variant of Elisha (God is salvation). See ELISHA (Biblical Names). (EL-LISS)

EMERY English variant of the Old French Aimeri, a name derived from the Old High German Amalrich (work ruler), which is a compounding of the elements  amal (work) and rich (ruler, king). Var: Emeri, Emmery, Emory. (EM-EH-REE)

ERIC Derived from the Old Norse Eirìkr, a compounding of the elements ei (ever, always) and ríkr (ruler): hence, “eternal ruler.” Var: Erick, Erik, Irricc. (ERR-RIK)

ERLEND A borrowing from the Scandinavian, Erlend is derived from the Old Norse örlendr (foreigner, stranger). Var: Erland. (ER-LEND)

ETHAN Ecclesiastic Late Latin name derived from the Hebrew ēthān (strength, firmness, long-lived). The name is borne in the Bible by a very wise man whom Solomon surpassed in wisdom. Var: Ethen. (EE-THUN)

EVAN Anglicized form of the Gaelic Eóghan (youth). Var: Even, Evun. (EH-VUN)

EVEREST Transferred use of the English surname meaning “Everett’s son.” Everett is an old variant of Evered, a name derived from the Old English Eoforheard  (brave as a wild boar), which is a compounding of the elements eofor (a wild boar) and heard (strong, brave, hearty). Var: Everett, Everist, Everitt, Everritt. (EV-EH-REST)

FALLON Transferred use of the surname derived from the Irish O’Fallamhain (descendant of Fallamhan). Fallamhan is derived from the Gaelic follamhnus  (superiority, mastery). Var: Fallan, Fallen, Fallin, Fallyn. (FAL-LIN)

FARRELL Anglicized form of the Irish Gaelic Fearghall (superior valor, man of valor), which is composed from the elements fer (superior, best) or fear (man) and  ghal (valor). Var: Farell, Ferrall, Ferrell. (FARE-REL, FARE-UL)

FARRIN Transferred use of the English surname which is of uncertain derivation. It is possibly derived from the Old English elements fæger (handsome) and hine (servant) or fearr (bull) and hine (servant). Alternatively, the name is from the Irish O’Farachain (descendant of Faramund). Var: Farran, Farren, Farryn, Ferran, Ferren, Ferrin, Ferryn. (FARE-UN)

FINCH Derived from finch (a small songbird). (FINCH)

FLEET A short form of Fleetwood, Fleet is also bestowed as an independent given name. See FLEETWOOD. (FLEET)

FLEETWOOD Transferred use of the English surname derived from the place-name Fleetwood, which is derived from the Old English elements fleót (a creek) and  wudu (wood): hence, “creek wood.” Short: Fleet. (FLEET-WOOD)

FORREST Transferred use of the English surname, which arose in the 13th century in the form of de Foresta (of the forest): hence, “dweller or worker in the forest.” Var: Forestt, Forrestt. (FOR-EST)

FOSTER Transferred use of the surname, which is of various origins. See FOSTER (English Names). (FOS-TER)

FOX Derived from fox, which denotes a small, wild member of the dog family with a bushy tail and pointed ears. The fox is traditionally thought of as being sly and crafty. (FOX)

FRASER A borrowing from the Scottish, Fraser is the transferred use of the surname, which is a corruption of the earlier Frisell (a Frisian, from the Frisian Islands in the North Sea). Var: Frasier, Frazer, Frazier. (FRAY-ZHER)

FREE Derived from free (liberated, without restraint). (FREE)

GABE A short form of Gabriel (God is my strength), Gabe is also bestowed as an independent given name.  See GABRIEL. (GABE)

GABRIEL Derived from the Hebrew gavhrī’ēl (God is my strength). The name is borne in the Bible by one of the seven archangels, the herald of Good News who appeared to Mary to announce her pregnancy and the impending birth of the Christ child. Short: Gabe. (GABE-REE-EL)

GALEN Derived from the name Claudius Galenus (c. 130-200), a Greek physician and writer on medicine and philosophy to whom the system of medical practice Galenism is attributed. His surname is believed to be derived from galēnē (calm, serene). Var: Galenn. (GAY-LEN)

GARRETT Transferred use of the surname that evolved from Gerald (spear rule) and Gerard (brave with a spear). See GERALD and GERARD (English Names). Var: Garett, Garret, Garritt. Pet: Garry, Gary. (GARE-ET)

GARRISON Transferred use of the surname originating from the place-name Garriston in North Yorkshire. Alternatively, Garrison developed from the surname Garretson (son of Garret). Short: Garry, Gary. (GARE-RIH-SON)

GARTH Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Middle English garth (an enclosed yard or garden). The name originated as an occupational name for a person in charge of a garden or an enclosed yard or paddock. The name has recently been popularized by the fame of country singer Garth Brooks. (GARTH)

GARY From the Old English Garwig (spear of battle), a compound name composed from the elements gar  (a spear) and wig (battle). Alternatively, Gary developed as a pet form of any of the various names beginning with the Germanic element gar (spear). Var: Garry. (GARE-EE)

GEOFFREY Derived from the Middle English Geffrey, which is from the Old French Geoffroi, a name thought to have evolved from several different Germanic names.  See GEOFFREY (English Names). Var: Jeffery, Jeffrey, Jeffry. Short: Geoff, Jeff. (JOF-FREE, JEF-FREE)

GIDEON Derived from the Hebrew gidh‘ōn (hewer, one who cuts down). The name is borne in the Bible by an Israelite judge who was a leader in the defeat of the Midianites. (GID-EE-UN)

GLEN Derived from the Gaelic gleann (mountain valley, a narrow, secluded valley). It is unclear whether the  surname or the given name came first. Var: Glenn, Glyn, Glynn. (GLEN)

GRAHAM Transferred use of the surname originating from the place-name Grantham in Lincolnshire. The first element is uncertain, but the second is from the Old English ham (home, dwelling, manor). Var: Ghramm, Greame, Grahame. (GRAM, GRAY-UM)

GRANT Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Anglo-French graund, graunt (great) and the Old French grand, grant (great). The name Grant originated as a nickname for a large or tall person. (GRANT)

GRIFFIN A borrowing from the Welsh, Griffin is from Griffinus, a Latinate form of Griffith used in the Middle Ages. See GRIFFITH. (GRIF-FIN)

GRIFFITH A borrowing from the Welsh, Griffith is of debated origin. Some believe it to be an Anglicized form of Gruffydd, the Welsh form of the Roman Rufus (red, ruddy). Others think the name is derived from the Old Welsh Grippiud (prince). (GRIF-FITH)

GUTHRIE Transferred use of the Scottish surname and place-name derived from the Gaelic gaothair (windy place). The name was originally given to those who lived near Forfar. Alternatively, the name is from the Gaelic surname Mag Uchtre (son of Uchtre), which might be derived from the Gaelic uchtlach (child). Var: Guthrey. (GUTH-REE)

GUY A borrowing from the French, Guy is derived from the Old French guie (a guide, a leader). (Gī)

HALE Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old English halh (nook, recess, remote valley): hence, “dweller in the hale, dweller in the remote valley.” (HALE)

HAVEN Modern coinage derived from haven (safe place, refuge). (HAY-VEN)

HAYES Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English element hege (hedge, a hedged enclosure): hence, “dweller near the hedged enclosure.” Var: Hays. (HAZE)

HEATH Derived from the Middle English hethe, which is from the Old English hæð (a heath, a moor). Var: Heathe. (HEETH)

HIATT Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller at the high gate,” which is derived from Middle English hy (high) and yate (a gate, an opening). Var: Hyatt. (HĪ-AT)

HOLT Transferred use of the surname meaning “dweller at a wood, dweller near a wooded hill,” which is of English and Scandinavian origin. It is derived from the Old English and Old Norse holt (a wood; a wooded hill). (HOLT)

HOYTE Transferred use of the surname of Scandinavian origin. It is believed to be derived from the Old Norse hugu (heart, mind, spirit). Var: Hoyce, Hoyt. (HOIT)

HUNT Transferred use of the surname derived from the Middle English hunte (a hunter, a huntsman). Alternatively, Hunt is used as a short form of Hunter (a huntsman). (HUNT)

HUNTER Transferred use of the surname derived from the Middle English hunte (a hunter, a huntsman). Short: Hunt. (HUN-TER)

IAN Scottish form of John (God is gracious). See  JOHN. (EE-UN)

IKE Originally a pet form of Isaac (laughter), Ike is also bestowed as an independent given name. It rose in popularity in the U.S. due to its being the nickname of the 34th president, Dwight D. Eisenhower (1890-1969). His campaign slogan of “I like Ike” became household words in the 1950s. (IKE)

INGRAM Transferred use of the surname originating from the Germanic personal name Angilramnus or Ingilramnus, which are composed from the elements angil  (angel) and hraban (raven). (ING-GRUM)

ISAAK Ecclesiastic Greek form of the Hebrew Yitzchak (he will laugh), which is derived from yitshāq (laughter). The name is borne in the Bible by one of the three patriarchs, the son of Abraham and Sarah and progenitor of the Hebrews. Var: Isaac. (Ī-ZAK)

JACK Originally a pet form of John (God is gracious) and Jackson (son of Jack), Jack is now often bestowed as an independent given name. See JOHN. Pet: Jackie, Jacky. (JAK)

JACKSON Transferred use of the surname that originated in 14th-century England as a patronymic meaning “son of Jack.” Short: Jack. Pet: Jackie, Jacky. (JAK-SUN)

JACOB From the Ecclesiastic Late Latin Iacobus, which is from the Greek Iakōbos, a name derived from the Hebrew Yaakov. The name has its root in ya‘aqob  (seizing by the heel, supplanting). The name is borne in the Bible by the father of twelve sons, who became the progenitors of the twelve tribes of Israel. Pet: Jake. (JAY-KOB)

JAIDON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Jaidan, Jaiden, Jaydan, Jayden, Jaydon, Jaydun. (JAY-DUN)

JAKE Originally a pet form of Jacob (seizing by the heel, supplanting), Jake is now popularly bestowed as an independent given name. See JACOB. (JAKE)

JALEN Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Galen (calm, serene) or formed by combining names such as Jay and Helen. (JAY-LEN)

JAMES From the Ecclesiastic Late Latin Iacomus, an evolution of Iacobus, which is from the Ecclesiastic Iakōbos, a cognate of the Hebrew Yaakov. The name has its root in ya‘aqob (supplanting, seizing by the heel). Some say Iacomus arises from an error in the transcription of manuscripts from the Greek to the Latin by an early monk. Short: Jim. Pet: Jamie, Jimmy. (JAYMZ)

JAMIE A pet form of James and Jamison, Jamie is also occasionally bestowed as an independent given name.  See JAMES and JAMISON. Var: Jamey. (JAY-MEE)

JAMISON Transferred use of the English surname meaning “Jamie’s son.” See JAMIE. Var: Jamieson. Pet: Jamie. (JAY-MIS-SUN)

JARED Greek cognate of the Hebrew Yered, a name derived from yaredh (descent). Var: Jarrod, Jerod, Jerrod. (JARE-ED)

JASON English cognate of the Latin and Greek Iāson (healer), a name derived from iasthai (to heal). Popularly bestowed in the U.S., the name Jason is borne in Greek mythology by a prince who led the Argonauts. Var: Jayson. (JAY-SON)

JAXSEN Modern coinage based on the name Jackson (son of Jack). See JACKSON. Short: Jax. (JAKS-UN)

JAY Originally a pet form of any of the names beginning with the letter J, it is now usually bestowed as an independent given name. (JAY)

JEDEDISH Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It could be a variation of Jedidiah (beloved of Jehovah).  See JEDIDIAH. Short: Jed. (JED-EH-DEESH)

JEDIDIAH Derived from the Hebrew Yedidiah (beloved of Jehovah). See JEDIDIAH (Biblical Names). Short: Jed. (JEH-DIH-DĪ-AH)

JEFFERSON Transferred use of the English surname originating as a patronymic meaning “son of Geoffrey, son of Jeffrey.” See GEOFFREY. Short: Jeff. (JEF-FER-SUN)

JEREMY English vernacular form of Jeremiah (the Lord loosens, God will uplift), which dates to the 13th century. See JEREMIAH (Biblical Names). Var: Jeramy, Jeromy. Short: Jerr. Pet: Jerry. (JER-AH-MEE)

JEROME Derived from the Latin Hieronymus, a compound name composed from the elements hieros (holy) and onyma (name): hence, “holy name.” See JEROME (English Names). Short: Jerr. Pet: Jerry. (JEH-ROME)

JERRAN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Jerren, Jerrin, Jerryn. (JER-UN)

JERRY A pet form of any of the various names beginning with the element Jer-, Jerry is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Gerry. (JARE-REE)

JESSE Derived from the Hebrew Yishai, which is from  yīshai (gift, wealth). See JESSE (Biblical Names). The name is borne by black leader Jesse Jackson. Short: Jess. (JES-EE)

JEVIN Modern coinage perhaps based on the name Devin (a poet). See DEVIN. Var: Jevon. (JEH-VIN)

JOHN Derived from the Middle Latin Johannes, which is from the Ecclesiastic Late Latin Joannes, which is from the Greek Iōannes. Iōannes is from the Hebrew Yehanan, a short form of Yehohanan, which is derived from yehōhānān (Yahweh is gracious). John is the most enduring of the biblical names and remains one of the most popular names bestowed in the United States. See  JOHN (Biblical Names). Var: Jon. Pet: Johnnie, Johnny, Jonnie, Jonny. (JON)

JONATHAN Derived from the Hebrew Yonatan, a short form of Yehonatan, which is derived from yehōnātān  (Yahweh has given). The name is borne in the Bible by the eldest son of King Saul. Short: Jon. Pet: Jonnie, Jonny. (JON-AH-THAN)

JORDAN Derived from the Hebrew Yarden (to flow down, descend). The name was originally used in the Middle Ages for a child baptized in holy water said to be from the river Jordan. Var: Jordon, Jordyn. Pet: Jory, Judd. (JOR-DUN)

JORY A pet form of Jordan (to flow down, descend), Jory is also bestowed as an independent given name. See  JORDAN. (JOR-EE)

JOSEPH Ecclesiastic Late Latin form of the Ecclesiastic Greek Iōsēph, which is from the Hebrew Yosef, a name derived from yōsēf (he shall add, may God add). See  JOSEPH (Biblical Names). Var: Joeseph. Short: Joe. Pet: Joey. (JO-SUF, JO-SEF)

JOSHUA Derived from the Hebrew Yehoshua, which is from yehōshū‘a (Jehovah is help, God is salvation). The name is borne in the Bible by Moses’ successor, who led the children of Israel into the Promised Land. Short: Josh. (JAH-SHOO-AH)

JOSIAH Derived from the Hebrew yōshīyāh (the Lord supports, the Lord saves, the Lord heals). Var: Josyah, Joziah. (JO-SĪ-AH, JO-ZĪ-AH)

JUDD Originally a Middle English pet form of Jordan (descending, flowing down), the modern use of Judd comes from the transferred use of the surname, which developed from the pet form. See JORDAN. (JUD)

JULY Borrowed from the name of the seventh month, which is derived from the Latin Julius, mensis Julius (the month of Julius). The month, named for Julius Caesar, received a boost in popularity from Larry McMurtry’s Pulitzer Prize-winning epic Lonesome Dove. (JOO-Lī, JOO-LĪ)

JUSTIN From the Latin Justīnus, which is derived from  justus (lawful, right, just). (JUS-TIN)

KADIN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It could represent a variant of the surname Kaden, which is of Germanic origin and derived from a place-name meaning “fen.” (KAY-DIN)

KALEN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Kalin. (KAY-LIN)

KAYSON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It is perhaps based on the name Jason. (KAY-SUN)

KEENAN Anglicized form of the Irish Cianán (little Cian, little ancient one). Cianán is a diminutive form of Cian (ancient, in the past). Var: Kenan, Kienan. (KEE-NUN)

KELBY Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller at the farmstead by the stream.” It is composed of the Old Norse elements kelda (a spring) and býr  (a farmstead, an estate). (KELL-BEÝ)

KELLER Transferred use of the surname, which is an Anglicized form of the Irish Ó Céileachair (companion-dear). Alternatively, Keller is a German surname meaning “tavernkeeper, cellarer.” It is derived from the Middle High German kellære (storekeeper, cellarer). (KEL-LER)

KELLY Anglicized form of the Irish Ceallagh, which is thought to be derived from ceallach (strife). The use of Kelly as a given name is most likely from the transferred use of the surname O’Kelly or Kelly, which is the second most common surname in Ireland. Var: Kelley. (KEL-LEE)

KELSEY Transferred use of the surname originating from the obsolete Old English Cēolsige, a compound name composed of the elements cēol (ship) and sige (victory). Var: Kelcey, Kelcy, Kelsy. (KEL-SEE)

KEMP Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English cempa (fighter, warrior) and the Middle English kempe (athlete, wrestler). (KEMP)

KENDALL Transferred use of the English surname, which is of several derivations. See KENDALL (English Names). Var: Kendell. Short: Ken. (KEN-DAL)

KENNARD Transferred use of the English surname that evolved from the Anglo-Saxon Cenheard and Cyneheard. The first name is composed of the Old English elements céne (bold) and heard (hearty, strong, brave). The second is from the Old English cyne (royal) and  heard (hearty, strong, brave). Var: Kinnard. Short: Ken. Pet: Kenny. (KEN-NARD)

KENNEDY Anglicized form of the Irish Cinnéidid (helmeted head, ugly head). The personal name gave rise to the famous surname. Short: Ken. Pet: Kenny. (KEH-NEH-DEE)

KENNETH Of Scottish origin, Kenneth is the Anglicized form of the Gaelic Cinaed and Cionaed (born of fire), and Coinneach and Caoineach (comely, handsome). Short: Ken. Pet: Kenny. (KEN-NETH)

KENT Transferred use of the surname arising from the name of the county of Kent. The name, of uncertain derivation, is perhaps from the Welsh cant (rim, edge, border) or from the Old Welsh cant (white, bright). (KENT)

KENYON Transferred use of the Irish surname that originated as an English place-name and was later used as an Anglicized form of the Gaelic Mac Coinín and Ceannfhionn. Coinín is derived from coinín (rabbit), and Ceannfhionn is composed of the elements ceann  (head) and fhionn (white, fair). (KEN-YON)

KERMIT Anglicized form of the Irish Gaelic Diarmaid (without injunction, a freeman). The name is composed of the elements di (without) and airmit (injunction). (KER-MIT)

KERRY Anglicized form of the Irish Gaelic Ciardha, a name derived from ciar (black): hence, “black-haired one.” (KER-REE)

KEVIN Anglicized form of the Irish Gaelic Caoimhín (little gentle one), a diminutive form of caomh (gentle, kind, noble, beautiful, lovable). Var: Kevan. Short: Kev. (KEH-VIN)

KIPP Transferred use of the surname derived from the Northern English kip (a pointed hill). Var: Kip. (KIP)

KIRK Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old Norse kirkja (church): hence, “dweller by the church.” (KERK)

KIT A pet form of Christopher (bearing Christ), Kit is also bestowed as an independent given name. See  CHRISTOPHER. (KIT)

KIVI Transferred use of a Finnish surname meaning “dweller by a stone.” (KIH-VEE)

KODIAK Believed to be a native Russian name meaning “island.” The name is borrowed from the Alaskan place-name belonging to an island off the southwest coast of the state. The name is also borne by a very large brown bear found on the island. (KO-DEE-AK)

KYLE Transferred use of the Scottish surname that originated from the region of the same name in southwestern Scotland. Kyle, a topographical term referring to a narrow, straight channel, is derived from the Gaelic  caol (narrow, a sound, a strait). (KILE)

LA CONNER Transferred use of a place-name derived from the name Connor. See CONNOR. (LAH-KON-NER)

LANCE Old French form of the Old High German Lanzo, a name derived from lant (land). The use of the name is advanced from the homonymous lance (a light spear, a lance). (LANSS)

LANE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English lane (a lane, a narrow country road). (LANE)

LAWYER Derived from lawyer, which denotes one who is trained in the law. (LAW-YER)

LEANDER Derived from the Greek Leiandros (lion man, like a lion). The name is composed of the elements  leōn (lion) and andros (man). See LEANDER (Mythology and Astrology Names). (LEE-AN-DER)

LEE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English lēah (wood, clearing, meadow, enclosure): hence, “dweller in or near the wood or clearing.” (LEE)

LEESON Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English name Leceson (son of Lece). Lece is an Old French variant of Letitia, which is from the Latin  laetitia (joy). Var: Leasen, Leason. (LEE-SON)

LEIGHTON Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English lēac (leek) and tūn (town, settlement). Var: Layten, Layton, Leyten, Leyton. (LAY-TUN)

LENNON From the Irish O’ Lonáin (descendant of Lonán). Lonán is derived from the Gaelic lon (blackbird): hence, “little blackbird.” Alternatively, the name is from the surname O’Leannáin (descendant of Leannán). Leannán is a Gaelic name meaning “little lover.” Var: Lennan, Lennen. Short: Len. (LEN-NUN)

LENNOX Transferred use of the English surname derived from a place-name in Dumbarton. The name is believed to be derived from the Gaelic leamhanach (elm-trees). Short: Len. Pet: Lenny. (LEN-NUKS)

LEO Late Latin name derived from leo (a lion). Leo is also used as a short form of any of the names using it as a beginning element. (LEE-O)

LEROY Modern coinage based on the French le roi (the king). Var: Lee Roy, Le Roi, Le Roy. (LEE-ROI)

LOGAN Transferred use of the Irish surname, which is from the Gaelic lagán (a little hollow), a diminutive form of lag (a hollow): hence, “dweller at a little hollow.” (LO-GUN)

LONNIE A name of uncertain etymology, it might be a variant of Lenny (lion-hearted, brave as a lion) or a modern coinage made by combining elements from the names of parents or relatives. (LON-NEE)

LOREN American variant of the German Lorenz, a cognate of Laurence, which is from the Latin Laurentius (man from Laurentum). Laurentum, the name of a town in Latium, is thought to be derived from laurus (laurel). Var: Lorin. (LOR-UN)

LUCAS Ecclesiastic Late Latin name thought to be a derivative of Lucius, which is from the root lux (light). Alternatively, some believe the name is derived from the Ecclesiastic Greek Loukas, a contraction of Loukanos (man from Lucania). (LOO-KUS)

LUCKY Derived from lucky (having good fortune, good luck). (LUK-EE)

LUKE Middle English and Anglo-French form of Lucas. See LUCAS. The name is borne in the Bible by one of the four evangelists, the author of the third Gospel, Luke, and the Acts of the Apostles. (LUKE)

LYLE Transferred use of the English surname that evolved from the French De L’Isle (dweller on the isle). (LILE)

MAC Derived from the Gaelic mac (son). The name is also used as a short form of any of the names of which it is an element. Var: Mack. (MAK)

MACALLISTER Transferred use of the surname meaning “son of Alister.” Alister is a Gaelic form of Alexander (defender or helper of mankind). See ALEXANDER. Var: Mac Alister, Macallister. Short: Mac. (MAH-KAL-ISS-TER)

MACKENZIE Transferred use of the Irish surname, which is from the Gaelic MacCoinnigh (son of Coinneach). Coinneach is derived from cainneach (fair one,  handsome). Var: Mackenzie, McKenzie. Short: Mac. (MAH-KEN-ZEE)

MALCOLM Derived from the Gaelic Maolcolm (servant of St. Columba), a compound name composed of the elements maol (servant, votary) and Colm (Columba).  See MALCOLM (Scottish Names). (MAL-KUM, MAL-KULM)

MARIO Derived from the Latin Marius, an old Roman family name of uncertain derivation. (MAH-REE-O)

MARK English cognate of Marcus. See MARCUS (English Names). The name is borne in the Bible by one of the four Evangelists, the author of the second Gospel, Mark. Var: Marc. (MARK)

MARLAND Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller at the famous land.” The name is composed from the Old English elements mere (fame, famous) and land (land). Var: Marlin, Marlon, Marlond, Marlondo. (MAR-LUND)

MARSHALL Transferred use of the surname originating from the Old French mareschal, which is from the Old High German marahscalh, a word composed from the elements marah (horse) and scalh (servant). The term arose as an occupational name for a groom. In the 13th century, the term was also indicative of a farrier and later was used to denote a high officer of state. Var: Marshal, Marshel, Marshell. (MAR-SHUL)

MASON Transferred use of the surname derived from  mason (a person who builds with stone, brick, or concrete). The name arose as an occupational name in the 12th century. (MAY-SUN)

MATTHEW Evolution of the Middle English Matheu, which is ultimately derived from the Hebrew Matityah (gift of God). See MATTHEW (English Names). Short: Matt. (MATH-YOO)

MATTHIAS Ecclesiastic Greek name derived from the Hebrew mattīthyāh (gift of God). The name is borne in the Bible by the apostle chosen by lot to replace Judas Iscariot. (MAH-THĪ-US)

MAX A short form of Maxwell (dweller by Maccus’ pool), Max is also bestowed as an independent given name. See MAXWELL. (MAX)

MAXWELL Transferred use of the Scottish surname originating from a place-name derived from the name Maccus (great) and the Old English wella, wielle (spring, pool). Short: Max. (MAX-WEL)

MICHAEL Derived from the Hebrew mīkhā’ēl (who is like God?). The name is borne in the Bible by one of the seven archangels. He is the one closest to God and is responsible for carrying out God’s judgments. Var: Michaell, Michail. Short: Mike. Pet: Micky, Mikey. (MĪ-KL)

MILES Derived from the Old French Milon, which is from the Old High German Milo, a name of uncertain derivation. It might be from the German mild (mild, peaceful, calm) or from the Old Slavonic root milu (merciful). (MILES)

MITCHELL Transferred use of the surname derived from the personal name Michel, a variant of Michael (who is like God?) used in the Middle Ages. Var: Mitchel. (MICH-EL)

MORGAN From the Old Welsh Morcant, a compound name thought to be composed of the elements môr (sea) and cant (circle, completion) or can (white, bright). (MOR-GAN)

MUIR Transferred use of the Scottish surname meaning “dweller near the moor.” It is derived from the Old English and Old Norse mór (moor, heath). Var: Muire. (MYOOR)

MURPHY A borrowing from the Irish and Scottish, Murphy is the Anglicized form of the Gaelic Murchadh (sea warrior). Murphy is the most common surname in Ireland. Var: Murphie. (MER-FEE)

MURRAY Transferred use of the surname, which is an Anglicized form of the Gaelic Murchadh (sea warrior). Var: Murrey. (MER-REE)

NATHAN Derived from the Hebrew nāthān (gift). Short: Nate. (NAY-THUN)

NED A pet form of Edward (wealthy protector), Ned is also bestowed as an independent given name. See EDWARD. (NED)

NEIL Anglicized form of the Gaelic Niall, which is of disputed meaning. Some believe it is from niadh (a champion); others think it is from néall (a cloud). Var: Neal, Neale, Neill. (NEEL)

NELSON Transferred use of the surname arising as a patronymic and a metronymic meaning “son of Neil” and “son of Nell.” Short: Nel, Nels. (NEL-SUN)

NEVILLE Transferred use of the surname originating as a Norman baronial name from several places in Normandy called Neuville or Neville, which are composed from the French elements neuve (new) and ville (town). Var: Nevil, Nevile, Nevill. (NEH-VIL)

NEVIN Transferred use of the surname derived from the Gaelic Cnaimhin (little bone) and Giollanaebhin (servant of the disciple of the saint). Var: Neven. (NEH-VIN) 

NICHOLAS Derived from the Greek Nikolaos (victory of the people), a compounding of the elements nikē (victory) and laos (the people). The name was borne by St. Nicholas, a 4th-century bishop of Myra, on whom our modern-day St. Nicholas, or Santa Claus, is based. Var: Nickolas, Nicolaas, Nikolas. Short: Nick, Nik. Pet: Nicky. (NIK-O-LUS)

NOAH Derived from the Hebrew nōach (rest, comfort).  See NOAH (Biblical Names). (NO-AH)

OLSEN Transferred use of the Scandinavian surname meaning “Olaf’s son.” See OLAF (Scandinavian Names). Var: Olson. (OL-SUN)

ORVILLE Of debated origin, some believe it is derived from a Norman baronial name taken from a French place-name meaning “golden city.” Others think it is merely an invention of the novelist Fanny Burney, who used it for the hero in her novel Evelina (1778). Var: Orval. (OR-VIL)

OWEN Of uncertain derivation, some believe it to be from the Welsh oen (lamb). Others feel it is from the Gaelic êoghunn (youth), and yet another suggestion is that it is the Welsh form of the Latin Eugenius (well-born, noble). (O-WEN)

PACEY Transferred use of the surname which is from the Old French de Peissi, de Pacy (from Pacy-sur-Eure). Var: Pacy. (PAY-SEE)

PARDEE Of uncertain derivation, Pardee might be a variant of the surname Pardey, which is derived from the French par Dieu (by God). (PAR-DEE)

PARISH Transferred use of the surname meaning “dweller near the parish.” The name is derived from the Middle English parische (parish). Var: Parrish. (PARE-ISH)

PARK Derived from the vocabulary word park (an enclosed ground, a park). Alternatively, Park may be the transferred use of the surname, which is derived from the vocabulary word. Var: Parke. (PARK)

PARKER Transferred use of the surname that arose as an occupational name for one who worked in a park. The name is derived from the Middle English parker (a park keeper, a gamekeeper). (PAR-KER)

PARNELL French diminutive form of Peter (a rock, a stone). See PETER (English Names). Var: Parnall, Pernell. (PAR-NEL)

PATRICK Derived from the Latin patricius (a patrician). Short: Pat. (PAT-RIK)

PAYTON Transferred use of the English surname, which is from the place-name Payton in Devon. The name is thought to be derived from the obsolete Anglo-Saxon personal name Pægan and the Old English tūn (town, settlement, village). Var: Peyton. (PAY-TUN)

PEPPER Derived from pepper, which denotes any of the pungent spices obtained from pepper plants. (PEP-ER)

PERRY Transferred use of the surname meaning “dweller by the pear tree.” It is derived from the Middle English  perye (pear, pear tree). (PARE-REE)

PHILIP Derived from the Latin Philippus, which is from the Greek Philippos (lover of horses). The name is composed of the elements philos (loving) and hippos (a horse). Var: Philipp, Phillip, Phillipp. Short: Phil. (FIL-LIP)

PHOENIX Derived from the Greek phoinix (phoenix, bright red). See PHOENIX (Mythology and Astrology Names). Var: Phenix. (FEE-NIKS)

PIERCE A derivative of Piers, an Old French and Middle English form of Peter (a rock). The name was common in the Middle Ages and gave rise to several surnames. (PIERCE)

POWELL Patronymic derived from the Welsh apHowell (son of Howell). Howell is the Anglicized form of Hywel (eminent, prominent, conspicuous). (POW-EL)

PRESTON Transferred use of the surname meaning “from Preston.” The name is derived from the English place-name composed of the Old English elements préost  (priest) and tūn (town, settlement, village): hence, “the priest’s village.” (PRES-TUN)

QUENTIN From the Latin Quentīnus, a derivative of the Roman personal name Quintus, which is from quintus  (the fifth). The name was traditionally bestowed upon the fifth-born child. (KWEN-TIN)

RAMSEY Transferred use of the Scottish surname derived from several different place-names. It is from the name Hræm’s Island, which is derived from the Old English elements hræm (raven) and ég, íg (island); from Ram’s Island, which is from the Old English ramm (a ram) and ég, íg (island); or from Ramm’s Island, which derives its name from the Old Norse elements rammr (strong) and  ey (island). Var: Ramsay. (RAM-ZEE)

RAND A short form of Randall (shield wolf), Rand is also bestowed as an independent given name. See RANDALL. (RAND)

RANDALL Transferred use of the English surname derived from Randolf (shield wolf), a name derived from the Scandinavian elements rand, rönd (the edge or rim of a shield) and ulfr (wolf). Var: Randal, Randel, Randle. Short: Rand. Pet: Randy. (RAN-DAL)

RANDY A pet form of Randall (shield wolf), Randy is also bestowed as an independent given name. See RANDALL. (RAN-DEE)

RAY Originally a short form of Raymond (wise protection), Ray is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Raye. (RAY)

RAYMOND From the Old Norman French Raimund (wise protection), which is derived from the Germanic Raginmund, a compound name composed of the elements  ragin (advice, judgment, counsel) and mund (hand, protection). Var: Raymonde, RayMonde, Raymund. Short: Ray, Raye. (RAY-MUND)

READ Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Middle English read, reade (red), which is from the Old English read (red). The name originated as a nickname for someone with red hair or a red, ruddy complexion. Var: Reade, Reed. (REED)

REESE Anglicized form of the Welsh Rhys (ardor). Var: Reece, Rees. (REES)

REID Transferred use of the Scottish surname that originated as a nickname for someone with red hair or a red, ruddy complexion. The name is derived from the Scottish  reid (red). (REED)

RIDER Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old English rīdere (rider, knight, mounted warrior). (RIDE-ER)

RIDGE Modern name derived from ridge (a long, narrow crest of a range of hills or mountains). (RIJ)

RILEY Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English elements ryge (rye) and lēah (wood, clearing, meadow, enclosure): hence, “dweller by the rye field.” (RĪ-LEE)

RIVER Derived from river (a large creek, a river). (RIH-VER)

ROBERT Derived from the Old High German Hruodperht (bright with fame), a compounding of the elements  hruod (fame) and beraht (bright). Short: Bob, Rob. Pet: Bobbie, Bobby, Robbie, Robby. (RAH-BERT, ROB-ERT)

ROBIN Originally a pet form of the name Robert (bright fame), Robin is now commonly used in reference to the bird of the same name. Short: Rob. Pet: Robbie, Robby.

ROCKY Derived from rocky (stony, full of rocks). Some believe, however, that the name is a variation of the English surname Rockley (dweller at the rocky lea), which is composed of the Old English elements rocc (a rock) and  lēah (wood, clearing, meadow). (ROK-EE)

RONALD Scottish name derived from the Scandinavian Rögnvaldr (ruler of judgment), a compound name composed of the Old Norse elements regin, rögn (advice, judgment, decision) and valdr (ruler, power). Short: Ron. Pet: Ronnie, Ronny. (RON-ALD)

ROSS Transferred use of the Scottish surname derived from the Gaelic ros (a promontory or peninsula): hence, “dweller on the peninsula.” Alternatively, the name originated as a nickname for a person with red hair or a ruddy complexion, in which case it is derived from the Gaelic ruadh (red). (ROS)

ROY Transferred use of the surname that originated as a descriptive nickname for a person with red hair or a ruddy complexion. It is derived from the Gaelic ruadh (red). (ROI)

ROYCE Transferred use of the surname meaning “Roy’s son.” See ROY. Var: Roice, Royse. (ROIS)

RUSH Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Anglo-French Rousse, which is from rouse (red). The name originated as a nickname for one with red hair or a ruddy complexion. (RUSH)

RUSTON Transferred use of the surname meaning “from Ruston.” The name is taken from the English place-name meaning “Rust’s estate.” It is derived from the name Rust, an old variant of Russet (red-haired one), and the Old English tūn (town, settlement, village, enclosure). Var: Rustin. Short: Russ. Pet: Rusty. (RUS-TUN)

RUSTY A pet form of Ruston (from Ruston, from Rust’s estate), Rusty is also bestowed as an independent given name. It is often bestowed in reference to rusty, as a nickname for one with red hair or a ruddy complexion. (RUS-TEE)

RYAN From the Irish surname O’Riain (descendant of Rian). Rian is an ancient Irish name believed to be a diminutive form of rí (king): hence, “little king.” Var: Rian. (RĪ-AN)

RYE Derived from rye, which denotes a type of cereal grass, the seeds and grain of which are used in cooking, baking, and whiskey making. (Rī)

SAGE Derived from sage, which denotes a type of plant regarded by many to have special healing and cleansing properties. (SAGE)

SAMUEL Ecclesiastic Late Latin form of the Ecclesiastic Greek Samouel, which is from the Hebrew Shmuel, a name derived from shěmū’ēl (name of God, his name is God). Var: Sam. Pet: Sammy. (SAM-YOOL)

SANDY Derived from sandy, which is often used as a nickname for one with sandy-colored hair. Alternatively,  Sandy is used as a short form of Alexander (defender or helper of mankind). See ALEXANDER. (SAN-DEE)

SCOTT Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English Scottas, originally “an Irishman” and later “a Scotchman, a Gael from Scotland.” Pet: Scotty. (SKOT)

SCOUT Derived from scout, which denotes a person sent out to spy the land or to observe the movements of an enemy or adversary. (SKOUT)

SEAN Derived from Seán, an Irish cognate of John (God is gracious). See JOHN. Var: Shauen, Shaun, Shawn, Shon. (SHON)

SETH Derived from the Hebrew sheth (appointed). The name is borne in the Bible by the third son of Adam and Eve, born after the death of Abel at the hands of his brother, Cain. (SETH)

SHAD Short form of Shadrach, a Babylonian name of uncertain meaning. Some believe it means “Aku’s command.” The name is borne in the Bible by one of the three young Hebrew captives cast into a blazing furnace for refusing to worship the Babylonian gods. They were protected by God and emerged from the furnace unharmed. (SHAD)

SHANE Anglicized form of the Irish Seaghán, a variant form of Eóin, which is a Gaelic cognate of John (God is gracious). See JOHN. Var: Shaine, Shayne. (SHANE)

SHAW Transferred use of the surname derived from the Middle English schagh, schawe, shawe (wood, copse, grove), which is from the Old English scaga, sceaga. The name originally meant “dweller in or near a wood or grove.” (SHAW)

SHAWNEL Modern coinage formed by the addition of the diminutive suffix -el to Shawn, an Anglicized form of the Irish Seán, a cognate of John (God is gracious). See  JOHN. Var: Shawnell, Shawnelle. (SHAW-NEL)

SHAY A borrowing from the Irish, Shay is a pet form of Shamus, the Irish form of James (supplanting, seizing by the heel). It is also bestowed as an independent given name. See JAMES. Var: Shea, Shey. (SHAY)

SHELBY Transferred use of the surname derived from an English place-name meaning “a willow grove, a place where willows grow.” (SHEL-BEE)

SHELTON Transferred use of the English surname derived from the place-name Shelton (town near the shelf or ledge). The name is composed of the Old English elements scelf, scylfe (a shelf, a ledge) and tūn (town, settlement, village, enclosure). (SHEL-TUN)

SHERMAN Transferred use of the surname, which is a variant of Shearman, an English surname that originated as an occupational name for a cutter of wool or cloth. The name is derived from the Middle English schereman, a combining of the elements scheren (to cut) and man  (man). Short: Sherm. (SHER-MUN)

SKY A short form of Skylar, Sky is also occasionally bestowed as an independent given name. (SKY)

SKYLAR Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It might be based on sky or perhaps on the name of the Isle of Skye, an island off the coast of Scotland. Short: Sky. (SKY-LAR)

SLOANE Transferred use of the surname, which is an Anglicized form of the Gaelic Slaughan (warrior, soldier). Var: Sloan. (SLONE)

SMOKEY Derived from smoky (having excessive smoke, having the color of smoke). The name was popularized by singer Smokey Robinson and by Smokey the Bear, a cartoon mascot used to prevent forest fires. (SMO-KEE)

SONNY Derived from sonny, a term used to address a young boy. (SUN-NEE)

SOREN A borrowing from the Danish, Soren is thought to be derived from the Latin Sevērinus, an old Roman family name derived from sevērus (severe, strict, stern). (SOR-EN)

SPENCER Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Anglo-French espenser and the Old French despensier (dispenser of provisions, a butler or steward who had control of the provisions of a household). Var: Spenser. (SPEN-SER)

STEPHEN From the Latin Stephanus, which is from the Greek Stephanos, a name derived from stephanos (a crown, a garland). The name is borne in the Bible by St. Stephen, one of the seven chosen to assist the Twelve Apostles, and the first Christian martyr. Var: Stefan, Stefen, Stefon, Stephan, Stephon, Stevan, Steven, Stevon. Short: Steve. Pet: Stevie. (STEE-VEN)

STERLING Transferred use of the surname, which is a variant of the English Starling. It is derived from the Old English stærling (a starling, a type of bird) and arose as a nickname in reference to the bird. Modern use of the name often equates it to sterling (silver; of excellent quality). (STER-LEEN, STER-LING)

STODDARD Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old English elements stód (stud, a horse) and heorde (herd). The name arose as an occupational name for a keeper of horses. Var: Stoddart. (STAH-DARD) 

STORM Modern name derived from storm (an atmospheric disturbance, high winds, etc.). (STORM)

SWAINE Transferred use of the English surname of English and Scandinavian origin. It is derived from the Old English swán and the Old Norse sueinn. The name originally meant “a swine herder” but later had the general meaning “herdsman, servant.” Var: Swain. (SWAINE)

TAE Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Tay, Taye. (TAY)

TALON Derived from talon (the sharp claw of a bird of prey). Var: Talyn. (TAL-UN)

TANDIE Modern coinage perhaps based on the Scottish surname Tandy, which arose as a pet form of Andrew (manly). (TAN-DEE)

TANIER Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It could possibly be a variant of Tanner (a person who tans leather hides). (TAN-YER)

TANNER Transferred use of the English and German surname that arose as an occupational name for a tanner, a person who tanned leather hides. Var: Tannar, Thanner. (TAN-NER)

TANNIS Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It is perhaps based on the name Tanner. (TAN-NIS)

TANNON Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It could possibly be a variant of Tanner (a person who tans leather hides). (TAN-NUN)

TAYLOR Transferred use of the surname derived from the Anglo-French taillour (tailor), which is from the Old French taillier (to cut). The name arose as an occupational name. (TAY-LOR)

TEGER Modern name of uncertain derivation. (TEH-GER)

TELFOR Derived from the English surname Talfor (iron cutter). The name is derived from the French Taillefer, a compounding of the elements tailler (to cut) and fer  (iron). It arose as an occupational name or a nickname for one who worked with iron. Var: Telfer. (TEL-FER)

TERENCE From the Latin Terentius, an old Roman family name of uncertain derivation. It might be derived from terenus (soft, tender). Var: Terance, Terrance, Terrence. Pet: Terry. (TARE-ENS)

TERRY A pet form of Terence, Terry is also bestowed as an independent given name. See TERENCE. (TARE-REE)

THEO A short form of Theodore (God’s gift), Theo is also bestowed as an independent given name. See  THEODORE. (THEO)

THEODORE Derived from the Latin Theodorus, which is from the Greek Theodōros, a compounding of the elements theos (God) and dōron (a gift): hence, “God’s gift.” Var: Theodor. Short: Theo. Pet: Teddy. (THEE-O-DOR)

THOMAS Derived from the Aramaic tĕ’ōma (a twin). The name is borne in the Bible by an apostle who doubted the resurrection of Christ. It is from him that the label “doubting Thomas” came. Var: Thomass, Tomas. Short: Thom, Tom. Pet: Tommy. (TOM-AS)

THURSTON From þorsteinn (Thor’s stone), an Old English name derived from the Old Norse elements þórr  (Thor) and steinn (stone). Var: Thurstan, Thursten. (THUR-STUN)

TOBY A pet form of Tobias (the Lord is good, God is good), Toby is commonly bestowed as an independent given name. See TOBIAS (English Names). Var: Tobey. (TŌ-BEE)

TODD Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Middle and dialectal English tod, todde (a fox). (TAHD)

TONIO A short form of Antonio, Tonio is also bestowed as an independent given name. See ANTHONY. (TŌ-NEE-O)

TONY A short form of Anthony, Tony is also bestowed as an independent given name. See ANTHONY. (TŌ-NEE)

TRACE Modern name derived from trace (a mark left by the passage of something; a very small amount; to follow the trail of something). (TRACE)

TRAIL Modern name derived from trail (a path; to follow behind, to follow the tracks of something). (TRAIL)

TRAVIS Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old French traverse (the act of passing through a gate or crossing a river or bridge). The name arose as an occupational name for someone who collected the toll from those passing the boundary of a town or lordship. Var: Travess, Treves, Trevis. (TRAV-ISS)

TRENT Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller by the river Trent.” The origin of the river name is uncertain and speculative. (TRENT)

TREVOR Transferred use of the English surname meaning “belonging to Trevear.” Trevear is a place-name in Cornwall meaning “the big farm, the big estate.” It is derived from the Cornish and Welsh tre (a homestead, an estate) and mear, mawr (great, large). Alternatively, Trevor was used as an Anglicized form of the Irish Treabhar (discreet). Var: Trevar, Trever. Short: Trev. (TREV-OR)

TROUT Modern name derived from trout (a type of fish). (TROUT)

TULLY A borrowing from the Irish, Tully is an Anglicized form of Tuathal (people mighty). (TUL-LEE)

TUPPER Transferred use of the English surname derived from Tupp, a dialectal nickname meaning “ram,” and the suffix -er. (TUP-PER)

TURK Modern name probably derived from the surname meaning “a Turk, one from Turkmen or Turkey.” (TURK)

TYLER Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old French tieuleor, tieulier (tiler, tile maker) and the Middle English tyler, tylere (a brick, a tile). The name originated as an occupational name for a tile or brick maker or layer. Var: Tylar, Tylor. Short: Ty. (TĪ-LER)

TYSON Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old French tison (firebrand). Var: Tieson. Short: Tie, Ty. (TĪ-SUN)

ULYSSES Latin form of the Greek Odysseus. The name is borne in mythology by the hero of the Odyssey. See  ODYSSEUS (Mythology and Astrology Names). (YOO-LIS-SEEZ)

VAN Derived from the English surname Van. It is from the Middle English vanne and the Middle French van,  words denoting a type of old winnowing machine. Alternatively, the name can be a borrowing of the Dutch Van, an element in family names meaning “of, from” and indicating place of origin. Var: Vann. (VAN)

VANCE Transferred use of the surname meaning “son of Van.” The name is of Dutch and English origin. (VANCE)

VERLIN Believed to be derived from the Latin Verginius (spring-like, flourishing), an old Roman family name that has its root in ver (spring). Var: Verle, Verlon. (VER-LIN)

VINCENT French form of the Late Latin Vincentius (conquering), which is derived from vincere (to conquer). Var: Vince. Pet: Vinny. (VIN-SENT)

WADE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English wada (go), which is from the verb wadan (to go). Alternatively, the name arose from the Old English  gewæd, wæd (ford, wading place) and was indicative of one who dwelled near a ford. (WADE)

WALKER Transferred use of the surname that arose as an occupational name for a cleaner, fuller, and thickener of cloth. The name is derived from the Middle English Walkere, which is from the Old English wealcere (a walker), the root of which is the Old English wealcan (to roll, turn, and full cloth). (WAH-KER, WALK-ER)

WARREN Transferred use of the surname meaning “dweller at or keeper of a game preserve.” The name is derived from the Old French warenne (a warren, a game preserve). (WAH-REN, WAR-REN)

WAYNE Transferred use of the surname originating from the Old English wægn, wæn (wagon, cart). The name arose as an occupational name for a wagoner. (WANE)

WEBB Transferred use of the surname meaning “weaver.” It is derived from the Old English webba (male weaver) and webbe (female weaver). (WEB)

WESKEN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation, possibly influenced by Weston “from Weston.” (WES-KIN)

WESLEY Transferred use of the surname taken from the place-name Westley, derived from the Old English elements west (west) and lēah (wood, clearing, meadow). The surname has the definition “dweller near the western wood or clearing.” Var: Wezley. Short: Wes. (WES-LEE, WEZ-LEE)

WILLIAM From the Old Norman French Willaume, which is from the Old High German Willehelm (resolute protector). The name is composed of the elements willeo  (will, determination) and helm (helmet, protection). Short: Bill, Will. Pet: Billy, Willy. (WIL-YUM)

WOLF Derived from wolf, which denotes a wild, doglike animal of the genus Canis. Var: Wolfe, Wulf, Wulfe. (WOLF, WULF)

WRAY Transferred use of the English surname, which is of Scandinavian origin and means “dweller in or near the corner or nook.” The name is derived from the Old Norse  urá (corner, nook). (RAY)

WYATT Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Anglo-French personal name Wyot and the French personal name Guyot, which is derived from the name Guy (a guide, a leader) and the diminutive suffix  -ot: hence, “little Guy.” (Wī-AT)

YANCY Of American Indian origin, Yancy is said to be from the efforts of 17th-century Indians to pronounce the word English. It came out as Yankee, which led to the development of the name Yancy. Var: Yancey. (YAN-SEE)

YOUNG Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English geong (young). (YUNG)

ZACHARY English cognate of Zacharias (God remembers). See ZACHARIAS (Biblical Names). Var: Zachery, Zachory, Zackary, Zackery, Zakary, Zakery. Short: Zack, Zak. (ZAK-ER-REE, ZAK-EH-REE)

ZACK A short form of Zachary (remembrance of the Lord, God remembers), Zack is also bestowed as an independent given name. See ZACHARY. Var: Zak. (ZAK)

ZANE A variant form of John (God is gracious). See  JOHN. The name was borne by author Zane Grey (1875-1939). (ZANE)

ZEBULUN A Hebrew name believed to be derived from the Assyrian zabālu (to carry, exalt). The name is borne in the Bible by the tenth son of Jacob. He was the patriarch of the tribe bearing his name. Var: Zebulon. Short: Zeb. (ZEB-YOO-LON)

ZETHUS Of uncertain derivation, Zethus might be based on the name Zeus. (ZEE-THUS)




American Female Names 

ABBEY A short form of Abigail (father of exaltation).  See ABIGAIL (English Names). Var: Abbie. (AB-BEE)

ABILENE Borrowed from the name of a Texas city, Abilene is derived from the Hebrew abilene (a plain). In biblical times, Abilene was a district on the east slope of the Anti-Lebanon range in the Holy Land. Short: Abi. (AB-IH-LEEN)

ADALINE A borrowing from the French, Adaline is a diminutive form of Adèle, a name derived from the Germanic element adal (noble). Short: Ada. Pet: Addi, Addie, Addy. (AD-AH-LINE)

ADRIENNE French feminine form of Adrien, which is from the Latin Adriānus (from the city of Adria) and Hadriānus (from the city of Hadria). Var: Adrian, Adriana, Adriann, Adrianna, Adrienn. Pet: Addi, Addie, Addy. (ĀD-REE-EN)

ALAINA Variant form of Elaine, a French cognate of the Greek Helenē (light, torch, bright). Alternatively, Alaina is used as a Scottish feminine form of Alan. See  ALANA (Scottish Names). Var: Alayna, Alena, Allaina, Allayna, Olena. (AH-LANE-AH)

ALCINDA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It is perhaps based on the name Lucinda (light). (AHL-SIN-DAH)

ALEXA Short form of Alexandra (defender or helper of mankind). Alexa is also an independent name derived from the Greek alexein (to defend, to help). Var: Elexa. Short: Alex. (AH-LEX-AH)

ALEXANDRA Feminine form of Alexander (defender or helper of mankind). See ALEXANDER (Male Names). Var: Alexandrea, Alexandria. Short: Alex, Sandra. Pet: Alli, Allie, Sandi, Sandie, Sandy. (AL-EX-ZAN-DRAH)

ALEXIS Derived from the Greek alexein (to defend, to help). Short: Alex. (AH-LEX-ISS)

ALICIA Latinate form of Alice (nobility), a name that evolved through a series of variants from the Germanic Adalheidis (noble one, nobility). See ALICE (English Names). Var: Alycia, Alyssa. Pet: Ali. (AH-LEE-SEE-AH, AH-LEE-SHA)

ALISON Matronymic meaning “son of Alice.” See  ALICE (English Names). Var: Alisson, Allison, Allisson, Alyson. Short: Ali, Alli, Allie. Pet: Lissi, Lissie. (AL-LIH-SUN)

ALYSSA Variant form of Alicia (nobility). See ALICIA. Alternatively, the name Alyssa can be derived from the name of the alyssum flower. Var: Alissa. (AH-LIS-SAH)

AMANDA Derived from the Latin amanda (lovable, worthy to be loved). The name originated as a literary coinage of English playwright Colley Cibber (1671-1757). Var: Amandah, Ammanda. Short: Manda. Pet: Mandie, Mandy. (AH-MAN-DAH)

AMBER Derived from amber, which denotes a translucent fossil resin used in jewelry making. It is derived from the Arabic ‘anbar (amber). (AM-BER)

AMBERLEE Modern combination name formed from the names Amber and Lee. The name may be modeled after Kimberley. See AMBER and LEE. Var: Amberleigh, Amberley, Amberlie. (AM-ber-lee, am-ber-LEE)

AMILEE Combination name composed from the names Amy and Lee. See AMY and LEE. Var: Amilea. (Ā-ME-LEE)

AMY From the Middle English Amye, which is from the Old French Aimee (beloved), a name derived from the verb aimer (to love). Var: Aimee, Amee, Amia, Amie. (Ā-ME)

ANDREA Feminine form of the Greek Andreas (manly), which is derived from andros (man): hence, “womanly, feminine.” Var: Andria. Pet: Andee, Andie. (AN-DREE-AH)

ANGELA A Latinate form of Angel, a name derived from angel (divine messenger, a messenger of God), which has its root in the Greek angelos (messenger). Var: Angella, Anngele. Pet: Angie. (AN-JEH-LUH)

ANGELICA Derived from angelic (like an angel), which is derived from the Latin angelicus and the Greek  angelikos (angelic). Var: Angelika. Pet: Angie. (AN-JEL-IH-KAH)

ANITA Originally a Spanish pet form of Ana (gracious, full of grace), Anita is commonly bestowed in the English-speaking world as an independent given name. Var: Annita. (AH-NEE-TAH)

ANNA Cognate of the Hebrew Hannah (gracious, full of grace and mercy), which is derived from hannāh, chaanach (grace, gracious, mercy). Var: Ann, Annah, Anne. Pet: Annie. (AN-NAH, AH-NAH)

ANNALISA Combination name formed with the names Anna and Lisa. See ANNA and LISA. Var: Annaliza. (AN-NAH-LEE-SAH)

ANNE French form of Anna (gracious, full of grace and mercy). In medieval Christian tradition, Anne was the name assigned to the mother of the Virgin Mary, as Joachim was assigned to her father. See ANNA. (AN)

APRIL Borrowed from the name of the fourth calendar month, which is from the Latin aprilis (second, latter). The ancient Roman calendar began with the month of March, with April being the second month. (Ā-PRIL)

ARIANNE From the Latin Ariadne, which is derived from the Greek Ariadnē (the very holy one). The name is borne in Greek mythology by the Cretan king Minos’ daughter, who gave Theseus a ball of string by which he found his way out of the labyrinth after killing the Minotaur. Var: Arianna, Arienna, Arienne. (AH-REE-AN)

ARIEL A borrowing from the Hebrew masculine name Ariel, which is derived from ‘arī’ēl (lion of God). The use of the name for the central character in the popular children’s movie The Little Mermaid popularized its use as a female name. Var: Ariele, Ariell, Arielle. (AR-EE-EL, AIR-EE-EL)

ARIZONA Transferred use of the name of the state, which is derived from the Papago Indian arizonac (little springs). (AIR-EH-ZO-NAH)

ARLENE Modern coinage believed to be modeled after names such as Darlene and Marlene. Var: Arlana, Arlean, Arleen, Arleyne, Arline. (AR-LEEN)

ARNETT Transferred use of the English surname meaning “little eagle.” The name is derived from the element  arn (eagle) and the diminutive suffix -et. Var: Arnet, Arnette. Pet: Nettie. (AR-NET)

ARTIA Feminine form of Art. See ART and ARTHUR (Welsh Male Names). Var: Artina. (AR-TEE, AR-TEE-AH)

ASHLEY Originated as a surname derived from the Old English elements æsc (ash trees) and lēah (wood, clearing, meadow, enclosure): hence, “dweller near the ash tree forest.” Ashley was originally bestowed as a male name in England, but its use in Great Britain and the U.S. is now predominantly female. Var: Ashlee, Ashlie, Ashly. (ASH-LEE)

ASIA A borrowing of the name of the continent. (A-ZHA)

AUDREY Derived from the Old English Æthelthryth, a compounding of the elements æthel (noble) and thryth  (might, strength): hence, “noble strength.” Var: Audree, Audreina, Audry. (AUD-REE)

AURA Derived from the Latin aura (air). Var: Aurea. (AUR-AH)

AUTUMN Derived from autumn, which denotes the season of the year that comes between summer and winter. (AU-TUM)

BAILEY Transferred use of the English surname, which originated from various sources. See BAILEY (English Male Names). Var: Bailee, Bailie, Baily. (BAY-LEE)

BAINES Transferred use of the surname meaning “from Baines [in France].” The name is derived from the French bain (a bath). Alternatively, the name could be derived from the Scottish surname Bain, which is from the Gaelic bán (white, fair, pale). (BAINZ)

BAMBI Derived from the Italian bambina (female baby). The name was popularized by the Disney movie  Bambi. (BAM-BEE)

BARBARA Latin name derived from barbarus (foreign, strange), a term applied to non-Romans or those deemed to be uncivilized. Var: Barbra. Short: Barb. Pet: Babs, Barbi, Barbie. (BAR-BAH-RAH)

BECCA A short form of Rebecca (a noose), Becca is now popularly bestowed as an independent given name.  See REBECCA. Var: Beccah, Bekka, Bekkah. Pet: Becki, Beckie, Becky, Bekki, Bekkie, Bekky. (BEH-KAH)

BELVA Transferred use of a place-name derived from the Latin and meaning “beautiful view.” Var: Belvah. (BEL-VAH)

BETH A short form of Elisabeth and Bethany, Beth is also commonly bestowed as an independent given name.  See BETHANY and ELISABETH. (BETH)

BETHANY Derived from the Hebrew Bet t’eina (house of figs). The name is that of a town near Jerusalem at the foot of the Mount of Olives where Jesus stayed during Holy Week before his crucifixion. Short: Beth. (BETH-AH-NEE)

BETTY A pet form of Elisabeth (God is my oath), Betty is also bestowed as an independent given name.  See ELISABETH. (BET-TEE)

BEVERLEY Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English elements beofor (beaver) and lēac  (stream): hence, “dweller near the beaver stream.” Var: Bever-Leigh, Beverlie, Beverly. Short: Bev. (BEV-ER-LEE)

BLAINE Transferred use of the Celtic surname derived from the Gaelic blian (the groin; angular, thin, a hollow). (BLANE)

BLAIR Transferred use of the Scottish surname derived from place-names containing the Gaelic element blár (a plain, a level field): hence, “dweller on the plain.” Var: Blaire. (BLARE)

BOBBIE A pet form of Roberta (bright and famous), Bobbie is also bestowed as an independent given name.  See ROBERTA. Var: Bobbi. (BAH-BEE)

BONITA Derived from the Spanish bonita (beautiful). Var: Bunita. Short: Bun, Nita. Pet: Bonni, Bonnie, Bonny, Bunni, Bunnie, Bunny. (BAH-NEE-TAH, BO-NEE-TAH)

BONNIE Derived from the Lowland Scotch bonnie  (beautiful, good-natured and cheerful). See BONNIE (Scottish Names). Alternatively, Bonnie is a pet form of Bonita (beautiful). See BONITA. Var: Bonni, Bonny. (BON-NEE)

BRANDY Derived from brandy, which denotes an alcoholic liquor distilled from wine or from fermented fruit juice. Var: Brandee, Brandey, Brandi, Brandie. (BRAN-DEE)

BREE A short form of names beginning with the element Bri- or Bre-, Bree is often bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Breea, Bria, Brie. (BREE)

BRENNA Of disputed origin and meaning, some believe it to be a feminine form of the Celtic Bren, which is from the root bri (strength, force). Alternatively, it might be derived from the Gaelic bran  (raven). (BREN-NAH)

BREQLYNN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Brecklyn, Brecklynn. (BREK-LIN)

BRETT Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Old French Bret (a Breton), an ethnic name for a native of Brittany. Var: Bret, Brette, Britt, Britte. (BRET)

BRIANNA Feminine form of Brian, a name believed to be of Celtic origin and having the definition “strength.”  See BRIAN (Male Names). Var: Breann, Breanna, Breanne, Briana, Brianne. Short: Bree. (BREE-AN-NUH)

BRICE A name that originated as a French surname and was taken to England in the Middle Ages. It is believed to be of Celtic origin and derived from the element bri (force, strength) or brîgh (valor, strength). (BRICE)

BRITTANY Derived from the name of the peninsula and the former province of northwestern France: hence, “from Brittany, a Breton.” Var: Brittainy. Short: Britt. (BRIT-NEE)

BRONTË Originally bestowed in honor of three English sisters and novelists. Charlotte Brontë was the author of Jane Eyre. The name is derived from the Greek  brontē (thunder). (BRON-TAY, BRON-TEE)

BROOKE Derived from the Middle English brok (a brook, a small stream, breaking forth). Var: Brook. (BROOK)

BRYLIEVA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (BRĪ-LEE-VAH, BRI-LAY-VAH)

BRYN A borrowing from the Welsh, Bryn is derived from bryn (hill). It is used as a masculine name in Wales. Var: Brin, Brinn, Brynn. (BRIN)

BUFFY A name that originated as a pet form of Elisabeth, probably from a child’s attempt to pronounce Beth. (BUF-FEE)

BUNNY Derived from bunny, a diminutive form of the dialectal bun (a rabbit). Alternatively, Bunny is used as a pet form of the name Bonita (beautiful). See BONITA. Var: Bunni, Bunnie. (BUN-NEE)

CAIDYN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Kaiden, Kaydyn. (KAY-DUN)

CALANDRA Compound name composed from the Greek elements kalos (beauty, beautiful) and andros  (man): hence, “beautiful one.” The name is also that given to a type of lark. Var: Calandrah, Kalandra, Kalandrah. Pet: Calla, Callie, Kallie. (KAH-LAHN-DRA)

CALEDONIA Derived from the Latin Calēdonia, the name given to the highlands in northern Scotland. Var:  Calledonia. Pet: Calla, Cali, Calie, Calli, Callie, Cally. (KAL-EH-DONE-YAH)

CALLA Pet form of any of the names beginning with the element Cal-. Alternatively, Calla is borrowed from a type of lily prized for its beauty. Var: Calah, Callah. Pet: Cali, Calie, Calli, Callie, Calley, Cally. (KAL-LAH)

CALLIE A pet form of any of the names beginning with the element Cal-, Callie is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Cali, Calie, Calli, Calley, Cally. (KAL-LEE)

CAMEO Derived from the vocabulary word cameo (a carving on gems or shells), which is from the Medieval Latin cammaeus. Var: Kameo. (KAM-E-O)

CAMERON Transferred use of the Scottish surname that originated from the Gaelic nickname cam srón  (crooked nose). Var: Cameran, Cameryn, Camryn, Kameran, Kameron, Kameryn. Short: Cam, Kam. Pet: Cami, Kami. (KAM-ER-UN, KAM-RIN)

CAMI A short form of Camilla (virgin of unblemished character), Cami is also bestowed as an independent given name. See CAMILLA. Var: Camie. (KAM-EE)

CAMILLA Derived from the Latin camilla (virgin of unblemished character). Var: Camille. Short: Cami, Camie. Pet: Millie, Milly. (KAH-MIL-LAH)

CANADA Borrowed from the name of the country to the north of the U.S. It is from the Iroquois Indian  caneadea (where the heavens rest upon the earth, horizon). (KAN-AH-DAH)

CANDACE Derived from the Latin candidus (white, pure, sincere). Var: Candice, Candyse, Kandace, Kandice. Pet: Candi, Candie, Candy, Kandi, Kandie, Kandy. (KAN-DUS)

CAREY Originally a pet form of Caroline (full-grown), Carey is now commonly bestowed as an independent given name and is often confused with the Irish Kerry (black-haired one). The name is now also used as a pet form of the various names beginning with the element  Car-. Var: Carri, Carrie, Kari, Karrie. (KAR-REE)

CARISSA Italian elaboration of Cara (beloved, dear). Var: Carrissa. Short: Cari, Carie, Carri, Carrie, Rissa. (KAH-RIS-SAH)

CARLA Feminine form of Carl and Charles, both of which are derived from the Old English ceorl (man, freeman, peasant). Var: Karla. Pet: Carley, Carli, Carly, Karley, Karli, Karly. (KAR-LAH)

CARLANA Elaborated form of Carla. See CARLA. (KAR-LAN-AH)

CARLIE A pet form of Carla (a freeman, peasant, full-grown), Carlie is also bestowed as an independent given name. See CARLA. Var: Carleigh, Carley, Carli, Carly. (KAR-LEE)

CARMEN Spanish cognate of Carmel (vineyard, orchard). See CARMEN (Spanish Names). Var: Carman, Carmon. (KAR-MEN)

CAROL Feminine form of the Latin Carolus, which is a cognate of Charles (full-grown, a man, a freeman), and a short form of Caroline, another feminine form of Carolus. Alternatively, the name is derived from carol (joyous song, a carol). Var: Carole, Carrol, Carroll, Carryl, Caryl. (KARE-OL, KARE-UL)

CAROLINE Feminine form of the Latin Carolus, which is a cognate of Charles (full-grown, a man, a freeman).  See CHARLES (English Male Names). Var: Carolyn, Karoline, Karolyn. Short: Carey, Cari, Carri, Carrie, Kari, Karrie. (KARE-O-LINE, KARE-O-LIN)

CARTER Transferred use of the English surname that originated in the Middle Ages as an occupational name for someone who used a cart to transport goods. (KAR-TER)

CASEY Variant form of Cassie, which is a pet form of Cassandra. See CASSANDRA. Var: Casi, Kasey, Kasi, Kayci, Kayse. (KAY-SEE)

CASSANDRA Derived from the Greek Kassandra, the mythological daughter of Priam and Hecuba who had the power of prophecy. Var: Casaundra, Kasandra, Kassandra, Kasaundra. Short: Cass, Kass, Sandra, Saundra. Pet: Cassi, Cassie, Cassy, Kassi, Kassie, Sandi, Sandie, Sandy. (KA-SAN-DRA)

CASSIDY Transferred use of the surname derived from the Irish surname O’Caiside, which is of uncertain meaning. One historian believes it is derived from the Gaelic element cas (a twisted lock of hair; ingenious, clever, sly) and the personal suffix -idhe: hence, “clever one, one with the twisted locks.” Or from the Gaelic element cais (love, esteem) and the plenary suffix -de:  hence, “full of love and esteem.” Short: Cass. Pet: Cassi, Cassie, Cassy. (KAS-SIH-DEE)

CELESTE Derived from the French céleste, which is from the Latin caelestis (celestial, heavenly). Var: Celestia. (SEH-LEST)

CHANDA Modern coinage derived from the popular element Chan-. Var: Chandah. (CHANDA, SHANDA)

CHANDELLE Derived from the French chandelle (candle). Var: Chandell, Shandell, Shandelle. Short: Chan, Shan. (SHAHN-DEL)

CHANDLER Transferred use of the English surname that arose as an occupational name for a maker or dealer of candles. The name is derived from the Middle English  chaundler, candeler. (CHAND-LER)

CHANDRA Sanskrit name that means “illustrious, eminent.” Var: Chandrah. Short: Chan. (CHAN-DRAH)

CHANTAL French name derived from the Old Provençal  cantal (stone; boulder). Var: Chantall, Chantel, Chantelle. Short: Chan. (SHAHN-TAHL)

CHAPLIN Transferred use of the surname derived from the Middle English and Old French chapelain (chantry priest, the priest was the priest who sang the daily mass). The name originated as an occupational name for a chantry priest or for those who worked for chantry priests. Var: Chapelin, Chapelyn, Chaplyn. (CHAP-LIN)

CHARISMA Modern name derived from charisma (an inspiring personality). (KAH-RIZ-MAH)

CHARISSA Derived from the Greek kharis (grace). Short: Rissa. (KAH-RIS-SAH)

CHARLENE 20th-century coinage used as a feminine form of Charles (full-grown, a man, a freeman): hence, “a woman.” Var: Charlayne, Cherlene, Cherline, Sharlayne, Sharleen, Sharlene. Pet: Charli, Charlie. (SHAR-LEEN)

CHARNEY Transferred use of the English surname meaning “from Charney, from the island in the Charn River.” (CHAR-NEE)

CHASTITY Derived from chastity (modesty, purity, virtuousness). (CHAS-TIH-TEE)

CHELSEA Borrowed from the name of a London borough on the northern bank of the Thames. Var: Chelsie. (CHEL-SEE)

CHER Short form of Cheryl and its variant forms. (SHARE)

CHERILYNN Combination name formed from the names Cheryl and Lynn. See CHERYL and LYNN. Var: Cherilin. (SHARE-EL-LIN)

CHERYL 20th-century coinage perhaps formed by combining names such as Cherry and Beryl. Var: Cherelle, Cheril, Cherril, Cherrill, Sharel, Sherill, Sherril, Sherryl, Sheryll. (SHARE-EL)

CHESNA Slavic name meaning “peaceful.” Pet: Chessy. (CHEZ-NAH)

CHEYENNE Derived from the Dakota Indian shaiyena  which is from shaia (to speak unintelligibly). The name is that of a tribe of Algonquian Indians, as well as a river and city name. Var: Shaienne, Shai’enne. (SHY-AN, SHY-EN)

CHRISTINA Derived from the Ecclesiastic Late Latin  christiānus, which is from the Ecclesiastic Greek christianos (a Christian, a follower of Christ). Var: Christiene, Christine, Cristina, Khristina, Khristine, Kristina, Kristene. Short: Chris, Cris, Khris, Kris, Tina. Pet: Chrissi, Chrissie, Chrissy, Christi, Christie, Christy, Cristi, Cristie, Cristy, Khristi, Khristie, Khristy, Krissy, Kristi, Kristie, Kristy. (KRIS-TEE-NAH)

CIARA Irish name derived from ciar (black): hence, “black-haired one.” In the U.S., Ciara is pronounced phonetically, rather than with its Gaelic pronunciation of keer-ah. (SEE-AR-AH)

CICELY Variant form of Cecilia (blind, dim-sighted).  See CECILIA (English Names). (SIS-AH-LEE)

CINNABAR Borrowed from the name of the bright red mineral. The name is thought to be derived from the Persian šangarf (red lead, cinnabar). Var: Cynnabar. (SIN-AH-BAR)

CLARICE Elaboration of Clara, a name derived from the Latin clārus (bright, clear, famous). Var: Clarissa, Clarisse, Klarissa, Klarrissa, Klarrissia. (KLAH-REES)

COLLEEN Derived from the Irish colleen (a girl, a lass). The name is not used in Ireland and seems to have originated in the United States. Var: Collene, Kolleen, Kollene. (KOL-LEEN)

CORAL Derived from coral, which refers to the pinkish calcareous skeletons secreted by marine polyps and used in jewelry making. Var: Koral. (KOR-AL)

CORINNA Derived from the Greek Korinna, a derivative of Korē (maiden). Var: Corinne, Korinna, Korinne. Pet: Cori, Corrie, Kori. (KO-RIN-NAH)

COURTNEY Transferred use of the French surname meaning “from Courtenay [in northern France].” The name, originally bestowed upon both males and females, is now more commonly given to girls. (KORT-NEE)

COZETTE Modern coinage perhaps based on cozy  (comfortable, warm, snug). (KO-ZET)

CRICKET Originally a pet name for Christine, Cricket is now usually bestowed as an independent given name, often in reference to the cricket insect. (KRIK-ET)

CROSBY Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old Norse kross (cross) and býr (farm): hence, “dweller at the farm near the cross.” Alternatively, the name is from the Irish Mac and Chrosáin, which is from  the Gaelic crosán (satirist). Var: Crosbi, Crosbie, Crozbie, Krosbie, Krozbie. (KROZ-BE)

CRYSTAL 19th-century coinage derived from crystal,  which denotes very clear, brilliant glass, or a clear, transparent quartz. Var: Cristal, Cristell, Crystell, Krystal. (KRIS-TEL)

DAISY Derived from the name of the daisy flower, which is derived from the Old English dæges eage (day’s eye: in reference to its round yellow center resembling the sun). (DAY-ZEE)

DANA Transferred use of the surname, which is of uncertain origin. It might have arisen as a feminine form of Dan, a Hebrew name meaning “judge.” The name was popularized by Richard Dana (1815-82), author of Two Years Before the Mast. Var: Dayna. (DAY-NAH)

DANACIA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It possibly originated as a blending of the names of the parents or relatives of a child. (DAN-AH-SEE-AH)

DANAE Derived from the Greek Danaē (the parched or dry one). The name is borne in Greek mythology by a daughter of Acrisius, and mother of Perseus by Zeus, who visited her in the form of a golden shower when she was shut in a tower by her father. Var: Danea, Denae, Dené. Pet: Dani, Danie. (DAH-NAY)

DANEAN Modern coinage that possibly arose as the combining of elements from parents’ or relatives’ names. Var: Dineen. Pet: Dani, Danie. (DAH-NEEN)

DANELL Modern coinage that is a possible variant of Danielle, a feminine form of Daniel (God is my judge). Var: Da’Nell, Danella. Pet: Dani, Danie. (DAH-NEL)

DANETTE Modern feminine form of Dan, a name derived from the Hebrew dān (judge), or a short form of Daniel (God is my judge). Var: Dannette. Pet: Dani, Danie, Danni, Dannie. (DAH-NET)

DANIELLE Feminine form of Daniel (God is my judge).  See DANIEL (Male Names). Var: Daniela, Daniella, Danniella, Dannielle. Pet: Dani, Danie. (DAN-YEL)

DARAH Modern coinage perhaps modeled after the name Sarah. (DAR-AH, DAH-RAH)

DARBY Anglicized form of the masculine Irish name Diarmaid (without injunction, a freeman). (DAR-BEE)

DARCY Transferred use of the surname originating as the baronial name D’Arcy (from Arcy, a place in La Manche, Normandy). Var: Darcey, Darcie, Darsee. (DAR-SEE)

DARENDA Modern name of uncertain derivation. It might have been coined from name elements of parents or relatives of the child, or modeled after the name Brenda. Var: Derenda. (DAH-REN-DAH)

DARLA Thought to have originated as a variant of Darlene (darling). See DARLENE. (DAR-LAH)

DARLENE Modern coinage based on the endearment “darling.” (DAR-LEEN)

DARLONNA Modern name perhaps coined from elements of names such as Darlene and Donna. (DAR-LON-NAH)

DARREN Modern name of uncertain origin and meaning. It might have been coined as a variation of Darrell or as a combination of a child’s parents’ names, such as Darrell and Karen. Var: Darin, Darryn, Deran, Derren, Derryn. (DARE-UN)

DARSELL Modern coinage, perhaps influenced by the name Darcy (from Arcy). Var: Darcel, Darcell, Darcella, Darcelle, Darsele, Darsella, Darselle. (DAR-SEL)

DAWN Derived from dawn, which is from the Middle English dauninge (daybreak, dawn). (DAWN, DON)

DEANDRA Modern coinage formed by using the popular prefix De- and the name Andra (womanly). Var: De Andra. Short: Dee. (DEE-AN-DRAH)

DEANNA Originally used as a variant of Diana (divine), Deanna is now commonly used as a feminine form of Dean or as a combination of the names Dee and Anna. See DEAN (English Male Names), ANNA, and  DEE. Var: Deeanna. Short: Dee. (DEE-AH-NAH)

DEBORAH Derived from the Hebrew devōrāh (a bee, a swarm of bees). The name is borne in the Bible by a prophetess and judge who led the Israelites to victory over the Canaanites. Var: Debora, Debra. Short: Deb. Pet: Debbi, Debbie, Debby, Debi, Debie, Deby. (DEB-AH-RAH, DEH-BOR-AH)

DELANEY Transferred use of the Irish surname derived from the Gaelic O’Dubhshláine, which is of uncertain meaning. See DELANEY (Male Names). Var: Delainea. Short: Laney, Lanie. (DAH-LANE-EE)

DELICIA Derived from the Latin deliciae (delight). Var: Daleesha, Dalicia, Dalisia, Deleesha, Delesia, Delisia. (DEH-LEE-SHA)

DEMI Derived from demi (half, not full-sized). The name was popularized by actress Demi Moore. (DEH-MEE)

DENELL Modern coinage formed by the addition of the prefix De- to the name Nell, which is a short form of names containing nell as an element. Var: Denelle. (DEH-NEL)

DENISE Feminine form of Dennis, which is an English cognate of the Greek Dionysios (a follower of the god Dionysos). Var: Daneece, Danice, Denice, Deniece, Deniese, Denyse, De Nyse. (DAH-NEES)

DESTINY Derived from destiny (fate). (DES-TIH-NEE)

DEVON A borrowing of the Irish male name derived from the Gaelic dámh (a poet). Var: Devan, Devin, Devyn. (DEH-VUN)

DIANA Derived from the Latin Diviana, which is from  divus (divine). The name is borne in Roman mythology by the virgin goddess of the moon and of hunting. Var: Diane, Dianna, Dianne, Dionne, Dyan, Dyana, Dyann, Dyanna, Dyanne. Short: Di. (Dī-AN-NAH)

DIXIE Borrowed from the term that denotes the southern states of the U.S., especially those that made up the Confederacy. Dixie was popularized as a given name in the 19th century by an 1859 minstrel song by D. D. Emmett, which became a Confederate war song. Var: Dixy. (DIKS-EE)

DONNA Modern coinage used as a feminine form of Donald (world ruler) or as a name derived from the Italian donna (lady). Var: D’onna. (DON-NAH)

DONYA Modern coinage, perhaps an elaboration of the name Donna or a feminine form of the male name Don. See DONALD (English Male Names). Var: Dania. (DON-YAH)

DOREEN Variant form of Dora, a name composed from the Greek dōron (gift) and the Irish diminutive suffix  -een. Var: Dorine. (DOR-EEN)

DREW Transferred use of the male Drew, a short form of Andrew (manly). The name was popularized as a female name by actress Drew Barrymore. (DROO)

EDEN Derived from the Hebrew ‘ēdhen (delight). The Garden of Eden was the name of the paradise where Adam and Eve lived before eating from the Tree of Knowledge. (EE-DEN)

EGYPT Borrowed from the northeastern African country of Egypt, which is famous for its Pyramids and its ancient culture. (EE-JIPT)

ELAINE Variant form of Helen, which is derived from the Greek Helenē, the root of which is ēlē (light, torch, bright). Elaine is popularly bestowed as a middle name. Var: Elaina. (EE-LANE)

ELISA A short form of Elisabeth (God is my oath), Elisa is also bestowed as an independent given name. See  ELISABETH. Var: Elise, Eliza. (EL-LEE-SAH)

ELISABETH Derived from the Hebrew elīsheba‘ (God is my oath). The name is borne in the Bible by the mother of John the Baptist. Var: Elizabeth. Short: Beth, Elisa, Elise, Eliza, Lisa, Lisabeth, Liz, Liza, Lizabeth. Pet: Betsy, Betty, Ellie, Elsie, Lizzie, Lizzy. (EH-LIZ-AH-BETH, EE-LIZ-AH-BETH)

ELLEN Originally a variant form of Helen, Ellen is now also commonly used as a variant of Eleanor. Both names, however, are ultimately derived from the same Greek root, ēlē (light, torch, bright). Var: Ellyn. Pet: Ellie, Nel, Nellie, Nelly. (EL-LEN)

EMILY From the Latin Aemilia, a derivative of Aemilius, an old Roman family name believed to be derived from aemulus (trying to equal or excel, emulating, rival). Var: Emilee, Emili. Pet: Emi, Emie, Emmie, Emmy. (EM-IH-LEE)

EMMYLOU Combination name composed of the names Emmy and Lou. See EMILY and LOUIS (English Male Names). (EM-MEE-LOO)

ENFINITY Modern coinage based on infinity (endless, unending). (EN-FIN-IH-TEE)

ERICA Feminine form of Eric (eternal ruler). See ERIC (Male Names). Var: Erika. (ERR-IH-KAH)

ERIN Derived from the Gaelic Érinn, the dative case of Érie, which is the Irish name for Ireland. (ERR-IN)

FAITH Derived from faith, which denotes unquestioning belief and complete trust in God. The word has its root in the Latin fides (confidence, belief). (FAITH)

FALLON From the Irish surname O’Fallamhain (descendant of Fallamhan). Fallamhan is from the Gaelic  follamhnus (supremacy). Var: Fallan, Fallyn. (FAL-LUN)

FAUNA Derived from fauna, which denotes the animals of a specified time or area. (FAU-NAH)

FAWN Derived from fawn (a baby deer). Var: Fawna, Fawnah, Fawniah. (FAWN)

FAYE Believed to be derived from the Middle English  faie (fairy). It is more commonly bestowed as a middle name. (FAY)

FELICIA Derived from felicity (good fortune, happiness), which has its root in the Latin felicitas (happiness). (FEH-LEE-SHA)

GAIL Originally a short form of Abigail (father of exaltation), Gail is now commonly used as an independent given name. Var: Gayle. (GALE)

GENEVA Of disputed origin, Geneva might be a borrowing of the name of a city and lake in Switzerland,  which is derived from the Old French genevre (juniper berry). Alternatively, it might have originated as a diminutive form of Genevieve. See GENEVIEVE (English Names) Var: Janiva. (JEN-EE-VAH, JEN-EE-VAH)

GEORGEANNE Combination name composed from the male name George and Anne. See GEORGE (Male Names) and ANNE. Var: Georgieanne (JORJ-AN; JORJ-EE-AN)

GEORGIA Latinate feminine form of George (earthworker, farmer). See GEORGE (English Male Names). (JOR-JAH)

GERALDINE Feminine form of Gerald (spear ruler). See  GERALD (English Male Names). Pet: Geri, Gerry. (JER-AL-DEEN)

GERALYN Modern combination name formed from the names Geri and Lynn. See GERI and LYNN. (JER-AH-LIN)

GERI A pet form of any of the names beginning with the element Ger-, Geri is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Gerry. (JER-EE)

GINA Originally a short form of Georgina (earthworker, farmer), Gina is now used as an independent given name. Var: Geena. (JEE-NAH)

GINGER Originally a nickname for someone with red hair, Ginger is now sometimes used as a diminutive form of Virginia (spring-like, flourishing). Pet: Ginni, Ginnie, Ginny. (JIN-JER)

GINNY Pet form of various names containing the element gin. Var: Ginni, Ginnie. (JIN-NEE)

GISELLE German name derived from gisil (to owe, a pledge, a mutual obligation). It was a practice in the early Middle Ages for rival factions to offer a person, often a child, to each other as a pledge of peace. Var: Gisele. (JIH-ZEL)

GLORIA Derived from the Latin glōria (glory). The name was not used as a given name until the 20th century, when it was used for the name of a character in George Bernard Shaw’s play You Never Can Tell (1898). (GLOR-EE-AH)

GLORIANA Elaborated form of Gloria (glory). See  GLORIA. (GLOR-EE-AN-NAH)

GOLDIE Derived from gold, which denotes a precious metal used in jewelry making and currency. (GOLD-EE)

HALLEY Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller at the hall meadow.” The name is derived from the Old English elements heall (hall, gathering place) and lēah (wood, meadow, clearing). Var: Hallie, Hally. (HAL-EE)

HARPER Transferred use of the surname derived from the Middle English harp (a harp), which arose as an occupational name for a harp player.

HAYDEN Transferred use of the English surname derived from several place-names. It is from the Old English elements hēg (hay) and denu (valley); hēg (hay) and dun (hill); and hege (hedge) and dun (hill). Alternatively, the name is from the Irish Gaelic ÓhÉideáin and ÓhÉidín (descendant of Eideán or Éidín). The names are derived from éideadh (clothing). Var: Haydan, Haydin, Haydun, Haydyn. (HAY-DUN)

HAYLEY Transferred use of a Northern English surname, which is a derivative of Hale or Hales (residing in a nook, recess, or remote valley). It has also been suggested that Hayley derives from the place-name Hailey, which is composed of the Old English elements hēg (hay) and lēah (wood, clearing, meadow). Var: Haley, Haylie. (HAY-LEE)

HEATHER Taken from the name of the plant having very small scale-like leaves and purplish-pink flowers. The word is derived from the Old English haddyr  (heather, plants of the heath family). (HEH-THER)

HILARY Taken from the Latin Hilaria, which is derived from hilaris (cheerful, noisy, merry). Var: Hillary. (HIL-AH-REE)

HOLLIS Transferred use of the English surname meaning “dweller at the holly trees.” It is derived from the Old English holegn (holly tree). (HAHL-ISS)

HOLLY Taken from the name of the holly tree, an evergreen whose stiff, glossy, sharp-pointed leaves and clusters of red berries are used in Christmas decorations. The name is derived from the Old English holegn (holly tree). Var: Hollee, Holli, Hollie. (HAHL-EE)

HOPE Derived from hope, which is derived from the Old English hopa (expectation, hope, wish). (HOPE)

HUNTER Transferred use of the surname derived from the Middle English hunte (a hunter, a sportsman). (HUN-TER)

INDIA Borrowed from the name of the country. (IN-DEE-AH)

IONIA Taken from the name of an ancient region in western Asia Minor colonized by the Greeks in the 11th century B.C. (ī-O-NEE-AH)

ISABELLE A spanish variant form of Elisabeth (God is my oath). See ISABELA (Spanish Names). Var: Isabell, Isabella. Short: Bell, Bella, Belle. Pet: Izzie. (IZ-AH-BEL)

IVY Taken from the name of the plant, which is an evergreen climbing vine of the ginseng family. The word is derived from the Old English ifig (climber). (Ī-VEE)

JACKIE A pet form of Jacqueline and its variants, Jackie is also bestowed as an independent given name, often as a feminine form of Jack. See JACK (Male Names). Var: Jacki, Jacqui, Jacquie. (JAK-EE)

JACQUELINE A borrowing from the French, Jacqueline is a feminine form of Jacques, which is a cognate of James and Jacob (seizing by the heel, supplanting). See  JACOB and JAMES (Male Names). Var: Jacklin, Jacklyn, Jaclyn, Jacquelyn, Jaquelyn. Pet: Jacki, Jackie, Jacqui, Jacquie. (JAK-WEH-LIN)

JADE Taken from the name of the hard, green or white jadeite or nephrite stone. The word came to the English via the French, from the Spanish piedra de ijada (stone of the side: from the belief that it could cure pains in the side). (JADE)

JAMIE Feminine form of James (supplanting, seizing by the heel). See JAMES (Male Names). (JAY-MEE)

JANAE Modern coinage probably based on the name Danae. Var: Janea, Jenae, Jenea, Jenee. (JAH-NAY)

JANE English cognate of the French Jehanne and Jeanne, which are feminine forms of Jean, a cognate of John (God is gracious). See JOHN (Male Names). The name was popularized by movies based on E. R. Burroughs’ Tarzan of the Apes. Jane is the name of the woman who is captured by Tarzan. Var: Jayne. Pet: Janee, Janey, Janie, Jaynie. (JANE)

JANELLE Modern coinage combining Jane with the feminine suffix -elle. Var: Janel, Janele, Janella, Jenelle, Jennell. Short: Jan, Jen. Pet: Jenni, Jennie, Jenny, Nelli, Nellie, Nelly. (JAH-NEL)

JANET Diminutive form of Jane (God is gracious) that has been in use since the Middle Ages. Var: Ja’net, Janette, Jannette. Short: Jan. (JAN-ET)

JANEY A pet form of Jane (God is gracious), Janey is also bestowed as an independent given name. See JANE. Var: Janee, Janie, Jaynie. (JAY-NEE)

JANICE Modern variant of Jane (God is gracious). See  JANE. Var: Janessa, Janiece, Janis, Jeanice, Jeneesa, Jenise. (JA-NIS, JAH-NEES)

JASMINE Taken from the name of the tropical plant having colorful, fragrant flowers used in perfumes and teas. The word is derived from the Persian yāsamīn (jasmine). Var: Jasmin, Jasmyn, Jazmin, Jazmine, Jazmyn. (JAZ-MIN)

JATANA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (JAH-TAN-NAH)

JAVONNA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Javona, Javonnah. (JAH-VON-NAH)

JAYLENE Modern coinage formed by combining the names Jay and the element lene. (JAY-LEEN)

JEAN English cognate of the French Jeanne, which is a feminine form of Jean (God is gracious), a cognate of John. Jean is a popular middle name. Pet: Jeanie, Jeannie. (JEEN)

JEANETTE From the French Jeannette, a diminutive form of Jeanne (God is gracious). Var: Genette, Janette, Jenett, Jenette. Short: Jan, Jen, Jean. Pet: Jeannie, Jenni, Jennie, Jenny, Netti, Nettie. (JEH-NET)

JENESSA Modern coinage formed from the name Jen. Short: Jen, Nessa. Pet: Jenni, Jennie, Jenny. (JEH-NES-SAH)

JENNARA Modern coinage possibly influenced by the name Gennaro (January, of Janus). See GENNARO (Italian Male Names). (JEH-NAR-RAH)

JENNIFER Cornish derivation of Guinevere, which is from the Welsh Gwenhwyfar (fair lady). See GUINEVERE (English Names). Until the 20th century, Jennifer was largely a name common only to Cornwall. Var: Gennifer, Ginnifer, Jenifer, Jinnifer. Short: Jen. Pet: Genni, Gennie, Genny, Ginni, Ginnie, Ginny, Jenni, Jennie, Jenny, Jinni, Jinnie, Jinny. (JEN-IH-FER)

JENNY A pet form of various names beginning with the element Jen-, Jenny is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Jenna, Jenni, Jennie. Short: Jen. (JEN-NEE)

JERRI A feminine form of Jerry, a male pet form originating from any of the various names containing the element Jer-. Var: Jerrie. (JER-ree)

JERRILYNN Modern combination of the names Jerri and Lynn. See JERRI and LYNN. Var: Jerrilinn, Jerrilyn, Jerrylynn, Jerylynn. (JER-REE-LIN)

JESSICA A name of uncertain origin and meaning. See  JESSICA (English Names). Var: Jesica, Jesseca. Short: Jess. Pet: Jessi, Jessie. (JES-IH-KAH)

JESSIE Originated as a pet form of Janet and Jean. Now, however, it is more commonly used as a feminine form of Jesse, which is derived from the Hebrew yīshai (gift),  and as a pet form of Jessica. Var: Jessi, Jessy. Short: Jess. (JES-SEE)

JILL Originally a short form of Jillian, which is a variant of Julian (downy-bearded, youth), Jill is now commonly bestowed as an independent given name. See  JULIAN (English Male Names). (JIL)

JOANNA Middle Latin feminine form of Joannes (God is gracious). See JOHN (Male Names). Var: Joann, Jo Ann, Jo Anna, Joanne, Jo Anne. (JO-AN-NAH)

JOCEILE Modern coinage made by combining name elements. Short: Jo. (JO-SEEL)

JOREEN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Joreene. Pet: Jorie. (JOR-EEN)

JOSETTE Borrowed from the French, Josette is a diminutive form of Josée (God will add). See JOSÉE (French Names). Var: Joset, Jozette. Pet: Joey, Josee, Josie, Jozie. (JO-SET)

JOVANNA Possibly based on the Italian Giovanna (God is gracious) or Joviana (Jove, Jupiter). See GIOVANNA and JOVIANA (Italian Names). Var: Jovannah. Short: Jo, Vanna, Vannah. (JO-VAH-NAH)

JUNE Taken from the name of the sixth month, June was first bestowed as a given name in the 20th century. It is derived from the Latin Juno, the Roman mythological goddess of marriage and queen of the gods. (JOON)

JUNIPER Taken from the name of a small evergreen shrub bearing berries used in flavoring gin. (JOO-NIH-PER)

KAIYA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Kaiah, Kaija, Kya. (KĪ-YA)

KAMI A pet form of Kamilla, Kami is also bestowed as an independent given name. See CAMILLA. (KAM-EE)

KANESSA Modern coinage based on Vanessa. See  VANESSA (English Names). (KAH-NES-SAH)

KARAS Variant of the Greek Charis, which is derived from charis (grace, beauty, kindness). (KARE-US, KAR-US)

KAREN Danish form of Katherine, which is derived from the Greek Aikaterinē, the root of which is katharos  (pure, unsullied). Var: Caren, Carin, Karena, Karin, Karrin, Karyn. (KARE-EN)

KATIE A pet form of Katherine (pure, unsullied), Katie is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Kady, Kati, Katey, Katy. (KAY-TEE)

KAY Originated as a pet form of any of the various names beginning with the letter K. Var: Kaye. (KAY)

KAYLEEN Modern coinage combining the name Kay with the name element -leen. See KAY. Var: Kaylene. (KAY-LEEN)

KAYLEY Transferred use of the Anglicized Irish surname, which is from the Gaelic Mac Caollaidhe (son of Caollaidhe) and O’Caollaidhe (descendant of Caollaidhe). The name is derived from caol (slender). Var: Kailee, Kaili, Kali, Kayla, Kaylea, Kaylee, Kayleigh. (KAY-LEE)

KAYLYNN Modern coinage combining the names Kay and Lynn. See LYNN and KAY. Var: Kailyn, Kailynn, Kaylin, Kaylinn. (KAY-LIN)

KEILYN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Keelin, Keelyn, Keilinn, Keilynn, Keylinn, Keylyn, Keylynn. (KEY-LIN)

KELLY Transferred use of the Irish surname meaning “war, strife” or the transferred use of English place-names derived from the Cornish celli (wood, grove). See  KELLY (English Names). Var: Kelee, Kelley, Kelli, Kellie. (KEL-EE)

KELSEY Derived from the obsolete Old English name Cēolsige, a compounding of the elements cēol (a ship) and sige (victory). (KEL-SEE)

KENDALL Transferred use of the English surname derived from a place-name in northwestern England. It has its root in the Old Norse keld (spring). Var: Kendal, Kendell. (KEN-DAL)

KENDRA Feminine form of the English Kendrick. See  KENDRICK (English Male Names). Var: Kendrah. (KEN-DRA)

KENNA Feminine form of Ken, which is a short form of various names beginning with the element Ken-. (KEN-NAH)

KENNEDY Anglicized form of the Irish Cinnéidid (helmeted head, ugly head). Var: Kennedee, Kennidy. Pet: Dee, Kenny. (KEN-NIH-DEE)

KERRY Transferred use of an Irish place-name, which is now in common use as a girl’s given name. Alternatively, Kerry is an Anglicized form of the Gaelic Ciardha (black-haired one). Var: Keri. (KARE-EE)

KIANNA Modern coinage likely influenced by the name Diana (divine). Var: Keeana, Kiana, Kianah. (KEE-AH-NAH, KEE-AN-NAH)

KIERCE Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (KEERSS)

KILEY Transferred use of the Irish surname, which is a variant of O’Kiely. The name is from the Gaelic  O’Cadhla (descendant of Cadhla), which is from cadhla  (graceful, beautiful). (KĪ-LEE)

KIM Originally a short form of Kimberely, Kim is also bestowed as an independent given name. See KIMBERELY (English Names). (KIM)

KIMBERLEY A name of debated origin. See KIMBERELY (English Names). Var: Kimberlee, Kimberly. Short: Kim. Pet: Kimmi, Kimmie, Kimmy. (KIM-BER-LEE)

KIRA A borrowing from the Greek, Kira is a feminine form of Kyros (a lord, a master). (KEER-AH)

KRISLYN Modern coinage formed from the names Kris and Lynn. See CHRISTINA and LYNN. (KRIS-LIN)

KYLA Feminine form of Kyle (a narrow channel). See  KYLE (Male Names). Var: Kylie. (KĪ-LAH)

KYLE Transferred use of the Scottish surname that originated from the region of the same name in southwestern Scotland. Kyle, a topographical term referring to a narrow, straight channel, is derived from the Gaelic  caol (narrow, a sound, a strait). (KILE)

LACY Transferred use of the English surname meaning “belonging to Lacy or Lassy.” The name, derived from several French place-names, was brought to England by companions of William during the Norman Conquest. Var: Lacey. (LAY-SEE)

LA DAWN Modern coinage combining the popular prefix La- with the name Dawn. See DAWN. Var: Ladawn, Ladawna. (LAH-DAWN)

LANA Short form of Alana, which is a feminine form of Alan. The name is ultimately of uncertain meaning.  See ALAN (English Male Names). (LAN-AH)

LANE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English lane (a lane, a narrow country road). (LANE)

LARISA A borrowing from the Russian, Larisa is a name of uncertain derivation. Some believe it to be derived from the name of the ancient city of Thessaly; others feel it might be derived from the Latin hilaris  (cheerful). Var: Laressa, Larissa. (LAH-RIH-SAH, LAH-REE-SAH)

LARK Taken from the name of a type of small songbird, Lark is derived from the Middle English larke, laverke  (lark). (LARK)

LA TASHA Modern coinage combining the prefix La-with the name Tasha, a Russian pet form of the name Natalie. See NATALIYA (Russian Names). Var: Latasha. Short: Tasha. (LAH-TAH-SHA)

LAURA Derived from the Latin laurus (laurel). In ancient Greece, the leaves from the laurel bush were woven into wreaths to crown the winners of various contests. Var: Lora. Pet: Lauri, Laurie, Lori, Lorie. (LAU-RAH, LOR-AH)

LAURALEE Modern combination name formed from the names Laura and Lee. See LAURA and LEE. Var: Lauralea, Lauraleigh, Loralee, Loralea, Loraleigh. (LAU-RAH-LEE, LOR-AH-LEE)

LAURALYNN Modern combination name formed from the names Laura and Lynn. See LAURA and LYNN. Var: Lauralin, Loralin, Loralynn. (LAU-RAH-LIN, LOR-AH-LIN)

LAUREL Derived from the Latin laurus (laurel). The word denotes a type of evergreen shrub having glossy, aromatic leaves. Var: Lauriel. (LAU-REL, LOR-EL)

LAUREN English cognate of the French Laurence, a feminine form of Laurent, which is derived from the Latin Laurentius (man from Laurentum, a town in Latium). (LAU-REN, LOR-EN)

LAURENE Modern elaboration of Laura. See LAURA. (LAU-REEN, LOR-REEN)

LAVITA Modern coinage derived from the Latin vita  (life). Var: Laveeda. (LAH-VEE-TAH)

LA VON Modern coinage probably based on the name Yvonne. (LAH-VON)

LAWN Derived from lawn, which denotes a manicured grassy area, especially those around houses, or a very fine, sheer cloth of linen or cotton. (LAWN)

LAZETTE Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Laizette. (LAH-ZET, LAY-ZET)

LEAH Derived from the Hebrew lā’āh (weary, to tire) or from lē’āh (wild cow, gazelle). The name is borne in the Bible by Jacob’s first wife and mother of seven of his twelve children. Leah is also used as an alternative spelling of Lee. See LEE. (LEE-AH)

LEANNE Modern combination of the names Lee and Anne. Alternatively, the name is used as a variant spelling of Lianne (sun). See ANNE, LEE, and LIANE. Var: Leanna, Leeann, Lee Ann, Lee Anna, Lee Anne, Leighann. (LEE-AN)

LEE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English lēah (wood, clearing, meadow, enclosure): hence, “dweller near the wood or clearing.” In Middle English, the spelling evolved to leigh and legh. Var: Lea, Leah, Leigh. (LEE)

LEISHA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. It is probably modeled after the name Keisha. Var: Leesha, Leeshah, Leeshia, Leishah. (LEE-SHA)

LENICE Modern coinage probably modeled after the name Denice. Var: La Neece, Laniece, La Neese, Le Neese. (LEH-NEES)

LIANA Derived from the French liana (to bind, to wrap around). (LEE-AH-NAH, LEE-AN-NAH)

LIANE English short form of the French Éliane (sun).  See ÉLIANE (French Names). Var: Leanne, Liana, Lianna, Lianne. (LEE-AN)

LIBBY Originally a pet form of Elisabeth, Libby is now commonly bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Libbie. (LIB-EE)

LINDSAY Taken from the old Scottish surname de Lindsay (from Lindsay). Lindsay, once a part of the county of Lincolnshire in northeastern England, is derived from Lincoln, a shortened form of Lindum Colonia, the first part of which is thought to be from the Welsh llyn (lake) and the second from the Latin colonia  (colony, settlement). Var: Lynsey. Short: Lindie, Lindy, Linni, Linnie, Linny. (LIN-ZAY)

LINDSEY Taken from the Old English surname Lindesie (from Lindsey), which is derived from a place-name composed of the Old English elements lind (the linden tree) and ey (wetland). Var: Lynsey. Short: Lindie, Lindy, Linni, Linnie, Linny. (LIN-ZEE)

LINNEA A borrowing from the Scandinavian, Linnea was originally bestowed in honor of the Swedish botanist Karl von Linné (1707-78), who gave his name to the Linnaean system of classifying plants and animals. Var: Linea, Linnae, Linnaea, Lynnea. Pet: Linni, Linnie, Linny, Lynni, Lynnie. (LIN-NAY)

LISA Originally a short form of Elisabeth (God is my oath), Lisa is now commonly bestowed as an independent given name. See ELISABETH. Var: Leesa, Leeza, Leezah, Leisa, Lisa. (LEE-SAH)

LORRAINE Transferred use of the English surname originating from the name of a province in eastern France, which is derived from the Latin Lotharingia (territory of the people of Lothar). Lothar, the name of the son of the Frankish king Clovis, is of Germanic origin and is derived from the elements hluod (famous) and  hari, heri (army): hence, “famous army.” In the U.S., the name became popular after troops passed through this area during World War II. Var: Laraine, Larraine, Loraine, Lorayne. Pet: Lari, Larie, Lori, Lorie, Lorri, Lorrie. (LOR-RANE, LAH-RANE)

LYNETTE A name of several derivations. See  LYNETTE (English Names). Var: Lanette, Linette, Linnette, Lynett, Lynnett, Lynnette, Lynnitte. Pet: Lynnie. (LIN-NET)

LYNN Transferred use of a British place-name derived from the Welsh llyn (lake). It is also thought to have originated as a short form of Lynnette, a name of several derivations, or of Linda (beautiful, tender). Alternatively, Lynn is a short form of the various names containing the element lyn or line. Var: Lin, Linn, Linne, Lynne. Pet: Lynnie. (LIN)

LYNNELLE Modern coinage formed by the addition of the feminine suffix -elle to Lynn. See LYNN. Var: Lynnel. Pet: Lynnie. (LIN-NEL)

MACKENZIE Transferred use of the Irish surname, which is from the Gaelic MacCoinnigh (son of Coinneach). Coinneach is derived from cainneach (fair one; handsome). Var: Mackenzie, Mckenzie, McKenzie. (MAH-KEN-ZEE)

MADELEINE French cognate of Magdalene (of Magdala, a town on the coast of the Sea of Galilee). See  MAGDALENE (Biblical Names). Var: Madeline, Madelyn. Pet: Maddi, Maddie, Maddy. (MAD-EH-LIN, MAD-EH-LINE)

MADISON Transferred use of the English surname meaning “Mad’s son.” Mad was a common pet form of Matthew (gift of God) during the Middle Ages. Madison may also be a matronymic derived from the name Maud, an old pet form of Mathilda (battle mighty): hence, “son of Maud.” Var: Maddison. (MAD-IH-SON)

MAGGIE A pet form of Magnolia and Margaret, Maggie is also bestowed as an independent given name. See  MARGARET (English Names) and MAGNOLIA. Var: Maggi, Maggy. (MAG-EE)

MAGNOLIA Taken from the name of the trees or shrubs of the magnolia family which bear large, fragrant flowers. Pet: Maggi, Maggie, Maggy. (MAG-NO-LEE-AH)

MALLORY Transferred use of the English surname of French origin. It is derived from the Old French maloret, maloré (the unfortunate one, the unlucky one). Var: Mallery, Mallori. (MAL-O-REE)

MANDY A short form of Amanda (lovable), Mandy is also bestowed as an independent given name. See  AMANDA. Var: Mandi, Mandie. (MAN-DEE)

MARCENYA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (MAR-SEN-YAH)

MARCIA Feminine form of the Latin Marcius, a variant of Marcus, which is of debated meaning. See MARCUS (English Male Names). Var: Marsha. (MAR-SHA)

MARE Derived from mare, which denotes a female horse. Alternatively, Mare is used as a short form of Mary. See MARY. (MARE)

MARIA Latinate form of Mary. See MARY. (MAH-REE-AH)

MARIANNE Originated as an extended spelling of Marian, a variant of Marion, which is a French diminutive form of Marie, a cognate of Mary. It is now used as a hybrid, combining the names Mary and Anne. See ANNE  and MARY. Var: Mariann, Marianna, Mary Ann, Mary Anna, Mary Anne. (MARE-EE-AN)

MARIE French cognate of Mary. See MARY. Marie is popularly chosen as a middle name. Var: Maree. (MAH-REE)

MARIEL A borrowing from the French, Mariel is a diminutive form of Marie, which is commonly used as an independent given name. See MARY. Var: Marielle, Merrial, Merrielle. (MARE-EE-EL)

MARILYN Modern compound name composed of the names Mary and Lynn. See LYNN and MARY. Var: Maralyn, Marilynn. (MARE-EH-LIN)

MARISSA Modern elaboration of Maria, formed by adding the suffix -isa, -issa, as in names such as Clarissa.  See MARY. Var: Marisa. (MAH-RIS-SAH)

MARLA Contracted form of Marlene, which is a German contraction of Mary Magdalene. See MAGDALENE (English Names) and MARY. (MAR-LAH)

MARY Derived from the Hebrew Miryām, a name of debated meaning. Many believe it to mean “sea of bitterness” or “sea of sorrow.” However, some sources cite the alternative definitions of “rebellion,” “wished-for child,” and “mistress or lady of the sea.” The name is borne in the Bible by the mother of Jesus, the son of God. Var: Mari. (MARE-EE)

MASON Transferred use of the surname derived from  mason (a person who builds with stone, brick, or concrete). The name arose as an occupational name in England in the 12th century. (MAY-SON)

MAXY Feminine form of Max, a short form of any of the masculine names beginning with the element Max-. Var: Maxi, Maxie. (MAX-EE)

MAY Originated as a pet form of Mary and Margaret. Modern usage of the name is usually in reference to the name of the fifth month, which is derived from the Latin  Maius (the month of Maia). In Greek mythology, Maia is the name of the goddess of increase. Var: Mae. (MAY)

MEGAN A borrowing from the Welsh, Megan is a pet form of Marged, the Welsh cognate of Margaret (a pearl). See MARGARET (English Names). Var: Meagan, Meagen, Meaghan, Meggin, Meghan. (MEH-GAN, MAY-GAN)

MELANIE Derived from the Greek Melaina, which is from the root melas (black, dark). Var: Melanee, Melany, Mellony, Melony. Short: Mel. (MEL-AH-NEE)

MELISSA Derived from the Greek melissa (a bee). See  MELISSA (English Names). Var: Melisah, Mellissa. (MEH-LIS-SAH)

MERRY Derived from merry (cheerful, happy, lighthearted). (MER-EE)

MERRYANNE Popular combination of the names Merry and Anne, which is modeled after the earlier Maryanne.  See ANNE and MERRY. Var: Merryann, Merry Ann, Merry Anne. (MER-REE-AN)

MICHAELA Feminine form of Michael (who is like God?). See MICHAEL (Male Names). Var: Mickaela, Mickhala, Mikaela. Pet: Micki, Mickie, Miki, Mikie. (MIH-KAY-LAH)

MICHELLE Feminine form of the French Michel, a cognate of Michael (who is like God?). See MICHAEL (Male Names). Var: Mechelle, Me’shell, Michele, Michella, Mischelle, Mishelle. Short: Chelle, Shell, Shelle. Pet: Missy, Shelly. (MIH-SHEL)

MISHAILA Modern coinage based on the name Michelle (who is like God?). See MICHELLE. (MIH-SHAY-LAH, MEE-SHAY-LAH)

MISKAELA Modern coinage based on the name Michaela (who is like God?). See MICHAELA. Var: Meeskaela. (MIS-KAY-LAH, MEE-SKAY-LAH)

MISTY Modern coinage derived from misty (foggy, misty). The name first became popular during the 1960s and 1970s. Var: Mistee, Misti, Mistie. (MIS-TEE)

MOLLY Originally a pet form of Mary, Molly is now bestowed as an independent given name. See MARY. Var: Mollie. (MAH-LEE)

MONACO Borrowed from the name of the principality located off the coast of France. Var: Monico. (MON-AH-KO)

MONICA Ancient name of uncertain etymology. See  MONICA (English Names). Var: Monicah, Monika. Monyca, Monyka. (MON-IH-KAH)

MONTANA Borrowed from the name of the state in the northwestern U.S. It is derived from the Latin montana  (mountainous). (MON-TAN-AH)

MORGAN From the Old Welsh Morcant, a compound name thought to be composed of the elements môr (sea) and cant (circle, completion) or can (white, bright). (MOR-GAN)

MORIAH Hebrew name meaning “Jehovah is my teacher, God is my teacher.” It is a borrowing of the name of a mountain where Abraham prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac. Var: Mariah, Meria, Meriah, Meriya, Moriya. (MO-RĪ-AH, MAH-RĪ-AH, MER-Ī-AH)

NADINE Elaboration of Nadia, the French form of the Russian Nadya (hope). Var: Nadeen, Nadeene. (NAY-DEEN)

NANCY Originated as a pet form of Nan, which originated as a pet form of Ann (gracious, full of grace). See  ANNE. Now, however, Nancy is regarded as an independent given name, with Nan as its short form. Var: Nancee. Short: Nan, Nance. (NAN-SEE)

NEIDA Modern coinage, perhaps based on Nita. See  ANITA. Var: Needa, Neeta. (NEE-DAH)

NEVADA Borrowed from the name of the western state, which is derived from the Spanish nevada (snowy). (NEH-VA-DAH, NEH-VAH-DAH)

NICOLE A borrowing from the French, Nicole is a feminine form of Nicolas (victory of the people). See  NICHOLAS (Male Names). Var: Niccole, Nickole, Nicol, Nikkole, Nikole. Pet: Nicci, Nici, Nicki, Nickie, Nicky, Niki, Nikie, Nikki, Nikkie, Nikky. (NIH-KOLE)

NIKITA Russian form of Nicole (victory of the people).  See NICOLE. Var: Nickita, Nikeeta, Nikkita, Niquita. (NIH-KEE-TAH)

NINA A borrowing from the Russian, Nina is a diminutive form of Anne (gracious, full of grace, mercy).  See ANNE. Alternatively, Nina is also a borrowing from the Spanish, where it is used as a pet form of several names, such as Cristina. (NEE-NAH)

NISSA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (NIS-SAH)

NOEL Derived from the French noël (Christmas). The name is traditionally used for a child born during the Christmas season. (NO-EL)

OCEANA Modern coinage derived from ocean (the sea, the outer sea). (O-SHE-AN-NAH)

OLIVIA Elaboration of Olive (olive tree). Short: Liv. Pet: Livvi, Livvie, Livvy. (O-LIV-EE-AH)

ONEIDA Derived from the Iroquois Oneiute (standing rock), the name denotes a member of the Oneida tribe, who originally lived near Oneida Lake in New York State. (O-NĪ-DAH)

PACIFICA A borrowing from the Spanish, Pacifica is derived from the Latin Pacificus (to pacify, to make peace), which is from the root pax (peace). (PAH-SIH-FEE-KAH)

PAIGE Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Anglo-French page (a page, a boy attendant). (PAGE)

PARADISE Modern name derived from paradise  (heaven, a place of perfection and great beauty), which is from the Ecclesiastic Late Latin paradisus (heaven, abode of the blessed). (PARE-AH-DīS)

PARISH Transferred use of the surname meaning “dweller near the parish.” The name is derived from the Middle English parische (parish, a church district). Var: Parrish. (PARE-ISH)

PATRICIA Derived from the Latin patricius (a patrician, an aristocrat). Short: Pat, Tricia. Pet: Patti, Patty. (PAH-TRISH-AH)

PAULA Feminine form of Paul (small). See PAUL (English Male Names). (PAUL-AH, POL-AH)

PAULETTE Feminine diminutive form of Paul (small).  See PAUL (English Male Names). (PAUL-ET, POL-ET)

PAYTON Transferred use of the English surname, which is from the place-name Payton in Devon. The name is thought to be derived from the obsolete Anglo-Saxon personal name Pægan and the Old English tūn  (town, settlement, village). Var: Peyton. (PAY-TUN)

PEARL Derived from pearl, which denotes the milky-colored gem that is formed inside certain oysters. (PURL)

PENNY Originally a pet form of Penelope, Penny is also bestowed as an independent given name. Its use in the U.S. is reinforced by the word penny, which refers to the one-cent coin. See PENELOPE (English Names). Var: Pennie. (PEN-NEE)

PEPPER Derived from the name of the pungent spice. The name is indicative of a lively personality. (PEP-PER)

PHILENE Feminine form of Phil, the short form of Philip (lover of horses). See PHILIP (Male Names). Var: Philean. (FIL-LEEN)

PIPER Transferred use of the surname of English and Scandinavian origin derived from the Old English pípere  (piper, one who plays the pipe) and the Old Norse pípari  (piper, one who plays the pipe). The name was popularized by the fame of actress Piper Laurie. Var: Pyper. (PĪ-PER)

PRAIRIE Derived from prairie (a plain, a large grassland). (PRARE-EE)

QUINN Derived from the Irish surname O’Quinn, which is from the Gaelic O’Cuinn (descendant of Conn). The name is derived from conn (wisdom, reason, intelligence). (KWIN)

RACHEL Derived from the Hebrew rāchēl (ewe). The name is borne in the Bible by the younger of the two wives of Jacob. See RACHEL (Biblical Names). Var: Rachael, Racheal, Rachell, Rachelle, Rochell, Rochelle. (RAY-CHEL)

RAE Feminine form of Ray, which originated as a short form of Raymond. See RAYMOND (Male Names). Rae is a popular choice for a middle name and as an element in combination names. Var: Raye. (RAY)

RAIN Derived from rain, which denotes the water that falls to the earth. Var: Raine. Pet: Rainnie. (RANE)

RANDELLE Feminine form of Randall (wolf shield). See  RANDALL (Male Names). (RAN-DEL)

RANIELLE Modern coinage apparently modeled after the name Danielle. (RAN-YEL)

RAQUEL A borrowing from the Spanish, Raquel is a cognate of Rachel (ewe). See RACHEL. The name was made popular through the fame of actress Raquel Welch. Var: Raquell. (RAH-KEL)

RAVEN Derived from raven, which denotes a large, black bird of the crow family. (RAY-VEN)

RAVENNA Either an elaborated form of Raven or a borrowing of the name of a northern Italian commune in Emilia-Romagna. (RAH-VEN-NAH)

RAYANNE A combining of the names Ray and Anne.  See RAY (Male Names) and ANNE. Var: Raiann, Raianne, Rayann, Rayanna. (RAY-AN)

REBA Originally a short form of Rebecca (noose), Reba is now commonly bestowed as an independent given name. See REBECCA. (REE-BAH)

REBECCA From the Ecclesiastic Late Latin and Ecclesiastic Greek Rhebekka, which is derived from the Hebrew ribbqāh (noose). Var: Rebeccah, Rebekka, Rebekkah. Short: Becca, Beccah, Bekka, Bekkah, Reba. Pet: Becki, Beckie, Becky. (REH-BEK-KAH)

RHEANNA Modern coinage probably based on the Welsh name Rhiannon. Var: Reann, Reanna, Reanne, Rheana, Rheanne. (REE-AN-NAH)

RHIANNON A borrowing from the Welsh, Rhiannon is an ancient Celtic name of uncertain derivation. Some believe it to be derived from the Old Celtic Rigantona (great queen). The name, which is borne in Celtic mythology by a goddess of fertility, was not used as a given name until the 20th century. Its popularity outside Wales is due in large part to the song “Rhiannon,” by the rock group Fleetwood Mac. Var: Reannon, Rheannon. (REE-AN-NUN)

RHONDA Believed to be derived from the Welsh elements rhon (lance) and da (good). Var: Randa, Ronda, Rondah. (RON-DAH)

RICHELLE Feminine form of Richard (brave ruler), formed by the addition of the feminine suffix -elle  to Rich. See RICHARD (English Male Names). (RIH-SHEL)

RIGEL Borrowed from the name of the brightest star in the constellation Orion, Rigel is derived from the Arabic rijl (foot). Var: Rijal, Rygel, Ryjal. (RI-JIL)

ROBERTA Feminine form of Robert (bright and famous). See ROBERT (Male Names). Pet: Bobbi, Bobbie. (RAH-BER-TAH, RO-BER-TAH)

RONI Feminine form of Ron, which is a short form of Ronald (ruler of judgment). See RONALD (Male Names). Var: Ronie, Ronni, Ronnie. (RAH-NEE)

RONNELL Feminine form of Ron, which is a short form of Ronald (ruler of judgment). See RONALD (Male Names). Var: Ronell, Ronelle, Ronnel. (RON-NEL)

ROSE Derived from rose, which denotes a beautiful, fragrant flower regarded as a symbol of love. See ROSE (English Names). Pet: Rosie. (ROZE)

ROSEANNE Combination name formed from the names Rose and Anne. See ANNE and ROSE. Var: Roseann, Rose Ann, Rose Anne. (ROZE-AN)

ROXANE From the Greek Roxanē, which is believed to be derived from the Persian Roschana (dawn of day). The name was borne by the Bactrian wife of Alexander the Great, which seems to substantiate the name’s roots. Var: Roxann, Roxanna, Roxanne. Pet: Roxi, Roxie, Roxy. (RAHKS-AN)

ROYCE Transferred use of the surname meaning “Roy’s son.” See ROY (Male Names). (ROISS)

RYAN From the Irish surname O’Riain (descendant of Rian). Rian is an ancient Irish name believed to be a diminutive of rí (king): hence, “little king.” Var: Rian, Rianne, Ryann, Ryanne. (RI-AN, RI-UN)

SADIE Originally a pet form of Sarah (princess), Sadie is also bestowed as an independent given name. See

SARAH. (SAY-DEE)

SAFFRON Derived from saffron, which denotes the dried stigmas of the crocus flower used in flavoring and coloring foods. It also denotes a bright orange-yellow color such as that of the stigmas. (SAF-FRON)

SAGE Derived from sage, which denotes a type of plant regarded by many to have special healing and cleansing properties. (SAGE)

SAHARA Taken from the name of the great African desert which extends from the Atlantic to the Red Sea. The name is derived from the Arabic sahrā (desert). (SAH-HAR-AH, SAH-HARE-UH)

SALLY Originally a pet form of Sarah (princess), Sally is now bestowed as an independent given name. See  SARAH. (SAL-EE)

SAMANTHA Feminine form of Samuel (name of God, his name is God) believed to have originated in the southern U.S. in the 19th century. See SAMUEL (Male Names). Short: Sam. Pet: Sammi, Sammie. (SAH-MAN-THA)

SANDRA Short form of Alexandra or Cassandra, Sandra is now commonly bestowed as an independent given name. See ALEXANDRA and CASSANDRA. Var: Sandrah, Saundra, Saundrah. Pet: Sandi, Sandie, Sandy. (SAN-DRAH)

SARAH Derived from the Hebrew sārāh (princess). The name is borne in the Bible by the wife of the patriarch Abraham and mother of Isaac. Var: Sara. Pet: Sadie, Sally, Sari, Sarie. (SER-AH, SAH-RAH)

SAVANNAH Derived from the Spanish sabana (a treeless plain). (SAH-VAN-NAH)

SCOUT Derived from scout, which denotes a person sent out to spy the land or to observe the movements of an enemy or adversary. (SKOUT)

SERENA Derived from serene (calm, peaceful, tranquil), which is from the Latin serenus (clear, calm, exalted). Var: Sarena. (SAH-REE-NAH)

SERENITY Derived from serenity (calmness, tranquillity). (SEH-REN-IH-TEE)

SHAINA Feminine form of Shane (God is gracious).  See SHANE (Male Names). Var: Shayna, Sheina. (SHAY-NAH)

SHALANA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Shalaina, Shalane. (SHA-LAN-AH)

SHALEEN Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Shalene, Shaline, Sheleen, Shelene. (SHA-LEEN)

SHAN Anglicized form of Siân, the Welsh cognate of Jane (God is gracious). See JANE. Pet: Shanee. (SHAN)

SHANDRA Modern coinage based on the name Sandra or Shan, or perhaps as a combination of both. See SANDRA and SHAN. (SHAN-DRAH)

SHANNA Of various derivations, Shanna is either a variant form of Shannon, an elaborated form of Shan, or a short form of the Hebrew Shoshannah. See SHAN, SHANNON, and SHOSHANNAH. (SHAN-NAH)

SHANNON Anglicized form of the Irish Seanán, which is a diminutive of sean (old, wise). Alternatively, Shannon can be a borrowing of the name of the longest river in Ireland. It is believed to be derived from the Gaelic  sean (old) and abhann (river). Var: Shannen. Short: Shan. (SHAN-NUN)

SHARON Hebrew name meaning “a plain, a flat area.” In biblical times, Sharon was a fertile, coastal plain in Palestine where roses and oak trees grew in abundance. Var: Sharen, Sharona, Sharonah, Sharonna, Sherran. (SHARE-UN)

SHASTA Taken from the name of a mountain in northern California, it is of American Indian origin, but of uncertain meaning. (SHAS-TAH)

SHAUNA Feminine form of the Irish Shaun, a variant of Sean, which is an Irish cognate of John (God is gracious). See JOHN (Male Names). Var: Shawn, Shawna, Shonna. (SHAUN-AH)

SHAUNDA Modern coinage based on the name Shauna (God is gracious). Var: Shonda, Shondah, Shawnda, Shawndah. (SHON-DAH, SHAUN-DAH)

SHAYLEEN Feminine form of Shay (seizing by the heel, supplanting). See SHAY (Male Names). (SHAY-LEEN)

SHELBY Transferred use of the surname derived from an English place-name meaning “a willow grove, a place where willows grow.” (SHEL-BEE)

SHELLY Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old English Scelfleáh. The name is composed of the elements scelf (a shelf, a ledge) and lēah (wood, clearing, meadow): hence, “dweller on the clearing near the ledge.” Var: Shellee, Shelley. Short: Shell, Shelle. (SHEL-LEE)

SHERIDAN Transferred use of the Irish surname meaning “grandson of Siridean.” Siridean is an old Irish name meaning “peaceful.” Var: Sherridan. (SHARE-IH-DUN) 

SHERRY Taken from the name of the fortified Spanish wine, which takes its name from the city of Jerez (formerly Xeres). Alternatively, Sherry can be a reworking of the French chérie (darling). Var: Sha Ree, Sharree, Sharri, Sharry, Sheri, Sherrye. (SHARE-REE)

SHOSHANNAH A borrowing from the Hebrew, Shoshannah is derived from shōshannāh (a lily, a rose). Var: Shoshanna. Short: Shanna, Shannah. (SHOSHAN-NAH, SHO-SHAH-NAH)

SIERRA Taken from the name of the Sierra mountain range which is derived from the Spanish sierra (mountain). (SEE-ERR-AH)

SKY Taken from sky, which denotes the upper atmosphere. Var: Skye. (SKY)

SONDYA Variant form of Sonya, the Russian pet form of Sofya (wisdom, skill). (SOND-YAH)

SONYA Russian pet form of Sofya, a cognate of the Greek Sophia (wisdom, skill). Var: Sonia, Sonja. (SON-YAH)

SPENCER Transferred use of the English surname derived from the Anglo-French espenser and the Old French despensier (dispenser of provisions, a butler or steward who had control of the provisions of a household). Var: Spenser. (SPEN-SER)

SPRING Taken from the name of the season between winter and summer, when the plants begin to grow again after lying dormant for the winter. Var: Springer. (SPRING)

STEPHANIE From the French Stéphanie, a cognate of the Greek Stephana, which is a feminine form of Stephanos (a crown, a garland). Var: Stefanee, Steffanie. Short: Steph. Pet: Fanni, Fannie, Stephi. (STEH-FAH-NEE)

STEVIE Feminine form of Steven (a crown, a garland).  See STEPHEN (Male Names). (STEE-VEE)

STORMY Modern name derived from stormy, which denotes inclement weather. Var: Stormi, Stormie. (STOR-ME)

SUMMER Taken from the name of the warmest season of the year. (SUM-MER)

SUNNY Derived from sunny, which denotes a clear day filled with sunlight or a bright, happy personality. (SUN-NEE)

TALISA Modern coinage most likely based on the name Lisa. Var: Talisa, Telisa. (TAH-LEE-SAH)

TAMARA Derived from the Hebrew Tamar (date palm, a palm tree). Var: Tamarah, Tamera, Tammara, Tammarah, Tamra. Short: Tam. Pet: Tami, Tamie, Tammi, Tammie, Tammy. (TAM-RAH, TAM-ER-AH, TAH-MARE-AH)

TANADIA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (TAH-NAH-DEE-AH, TAH-NAY-DEE-AH)

TANYA Originally a Russian pet form of Tatiana, which is of uncertain derivation. See TATIANA (Russian Names). Var: Tania, Taunya, Tawnya. (TAHN-YAH, TAN-YAH)

TARA Transferred use of an Irish place-name belonging to a hill in central Ireland, which was an ancient seat of kingship. Tara (hill) was used by Margaret Mitchell for the name of a plantation in her epic Gone with the Wind, resulting in the use of it as a female given name. (TAR-AH, TER-AH)

TARALYNN Modern combination name composed of the names Tara and Lynn. See LYNN and TARA. Var: Taralin, Taralinn, Taralyn. (TER-AH-LIN)

TARJA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (TAR-EE-AH, TAR-JAH)

TARYN Modern coinage based on the name Tara (hill) or Karen (pure, unsullied). Var: Taren. (TARE-UN)

TAUNA Modern coinage, possibly influenced by Fauna or Taunya. (TAWN-AH)

TAWNY Derived from tawny, which denotes a soft, brownish-yellow or tan color. The word is derived from the Old French tanné (tanned). Var: Tawnee, Tawney. (TAW-NEE)

TERRA Derived from terra (the earth). Var: Tera, Terah, Terrah. (TARE-AH)

TERRIS Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. Var: Tarris, Tarrys, Terrys. (TER-RIS)

TERYL Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (TARE-IL)

TIARA Derived from tiara (a crown, coronet, head-dress). (TEE-AR-AH)

TIFFANY Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old French Tifaine (Epiphany), which is from the Ecclesiastic Late Latin Theophania (Ephiphany, manifestation of God). Var: Tiffanie. (TIF-AH-NEE)

TINA A short form of Christina (a Christian, a follower of Christ), Tina is also bestowed as an independent given name. See CHRISTINA. Var: Teena. (TEE-NAH)

TISHA A short form of various names containing the element tisha, ticia, it is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Ticia. Short: Tish. (TISH-AH)

TISHRA Modern coinage based on the element tish. Var: Tishrah. (TISH-RAH)

TIVIAN Modern coinage most likely influenced by the name Vivian. (TIV-EE-UN)

TRACY Transferred use of the surname derived from Tracy-Bocage or Tracy-sur-Mer, Norman baronial names from Calvados meaning “place of Thracius.” Var: Traci, Tracie, Tracey. (TRAY-SEE)

TREASURE Derived from treasure, which denotes hidden riches, accumulated wealth, or something greatly valued. The word is from the Latin thesaurus and the Greek thēsauros (a store, a treasure). (TREH-ZURE)

TRICIA A short form of Patricia (a patrician, an aristocrat), Tricia is also bestowed as an independent given name. Var: Trisha. (TRIH-SHA)

TUESDAY Taken from the name of the third day of the week. It is derived from the Middle English Twisdai,  which is from the Old English Tiwes dæg (Tiu’s day). Tiu is the Old English name given to the ancient Indo-European sky-god. (TOOZ-DAY, TYOOZ-DAY)

TUPPER Transferred use of the English surname derived from Tupp, a dialectal nickname meaning “ram,” and the suffix -er. (TUP-PER)

TYANA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation, which is perhaps influenced by the name Deanna. (TEE-AH-NAH, TEE-AH-NAH)

UNITY Derived from unity (oneness, harmony, united), which is from the Latin unitas (oneness). (YOO-NIH-TEE)

VALERIE A borrowing from the French, Valerie is from the Latin Valerius, an old Roman family name derived from valere (to be strong, healthy). Var: Valarie. Short: Val. (VAL-EH-REE)

VELVET Derived from velvet, which denotes a rich, luxurious fabric having a soft, thick pile. The word is derived from the Old French veluotte, which has its root in the Latin villus (shaggy hair). Var: Velva. (VEL-VET)

VENETIA A name of uncertain etymology. It has been used in England since the Middle Ages, and some believe it to be a Latin rendering of the Welsh Gwyneth (blessed, a state of bliss), or a variant feminine form of the Latin Benedictus (blessed). See GWYNETH (Welsh Names) and BENEDICT (English Male Names). The name corresponds to that of an ancient Roman province and a former region of northeastern Italy; thus it might be a borrowing of such. Var: Veneta. (VEN-EE-SHA)

VENICE Borrowed from the name of the Italian seaport. (VEN-ISS)

VIANNA Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (VEE-AN-NAH)

VIENNA Borrowed from the name of the Austrian city. Var: Vienn. (VEE-EN-NAH)

VINETTE Feminine form of Vinny, the pet form of Vincent (conquering). See VINCENT (Male Names). (VIN-NET)

VIRGINIA Derived from the Latin Verginius (spring-like, flourishing), an old Roman family name which has its root in the Latin ver (spring). See VIRGINIA (English Names). Pet: Ginnie, Ginny. (VER-JIN-YAH, VER-JIN-EE-AH)

WALLACE Transferred use of the surname derived from the Old French Waleis (a Welshman, a foreigner). As a given name, Wallace was originally bestowed in honor of Sir William Wallace (1272?-?1305), a Scottish patriot and leader in the struggle against Edward I of England. Var: Wallis. (WAL-LUS)

WEDNESDAY Taken from the name of the fourth day of the week, derived from the Middle English Wednes dei,  which is from the Old English Wodnes dæg (Woden’s day). Woden is the name of the chief Germanic god, who is equated with the Norse god Odin. (WENZ-DAY)

WENDY Borrowed from the English, Wendy originated as a nickname of novelist J. M. Barrie. See WENDY (English Names). Var: Wendi, Wendie. (WEN-DEE)

WHITNEY Transferred use of the surname derived from  Hwítan-íg (Hwita’s island). Hwita is an Anglo-Saxon personal name derived from hwít (white). Var: Whitnee. (WHIT-NEE)

WILLOW Taken from the name of the tree, which is derived from the Middle English wilwe (willow). Willow trees are noted for their flexibility and graceful appearance, hence the adjective willowy, which means “gracefully slender and lithe,” qualities seen as desirable feminine attributes. (WIL-LO)

WINDY Derived from windy (blustery, movement of air). (WIN-DEE)

WREN Derived from the Old English wrenna, wrœnna  wren. (REN)

WYETTA Feminine form of Wyatt (little Guy). See  WYATT (Male Names). (Wī-ET-TAH)

WYNELLE Elaboration of the name Wynn (white, fair, blessed). See WYNNE. (WIN-NEL)

 

WYNETTE Variant form of Wynn, formed by the addition of the diminutive suffix -ette. See WYNNE. (WIN-NET)

 

WYNNE Modern English name derived from the Welsh gwyn (white, fair, blessed). Var: Wynn. (WIN)

 

YOLANDE Of uncertain etymology, some believe it to be a derivative of Violante (violet), a medieval French name derived from the Latin Viola (violet). Var: Ylonda, Yolanda, Yolandah, Yolonda. (YO-LAHN-DAH)

YVONNE A borrowing from the French, Yvonne is a feminine form of Yvon and Yves, names of Germanic origin and derived from the element iv (yew). See  YVES (French Male Names). Var: Evonne. (EE-VON, YIH-VON)

ZHANÉ Modern coinage of uncertain derivation. (ZHA-NAY)

ZOE Derived from the Greek Zōē (life). (ZO-EE)
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