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PART ONE: BOOK RECAPS




CHAPTER 1

Vampire Academy

RICHELLE ON VAMPIRE ACADEMY

The idea for Vampire Academy was first conceived back in 2006. I was already working on two adult series and really wanted to do something for young adults. Since my first two series dealt with demons and fairies respectively, I thought I’d give vampires a try in order to be different—little knowing what a phenomenon they’d become in the next year! I knew from some college courses that a lot of the best vampire mythology could be found in Eastern Europe, so I went digging around the stories from that region and eventually discovered Moroi, Strigoi, and dhampirs. Really, all I had to work with was a snippet from that myth, but I was able to build an entire culture and history for my books surrounding those three races and their interactions with each other.

The idea of a young woman in love with her instructor was a story I’d wanted to do for some time. Rose’s character and personality were, in some ways, inspired by one of my adult characters: Eugenie from the Dark Swan series. Eugenie’s another action heroine who’s not afraid to get in a fight, but she’s a twenty-something woman who has already come to terms with who she is and who she wants to be. I began to wonder what it’d be like to write about a younger character, one who was kickass and not afraid to stand up for her beliefs but who was still growing, finding her identity, and also learning what it means to control her fighter impulses. I was fascinated by the idea of that journey. Rose and her fierce devotion to her friends were the results of my experiment, and she soon developed into the vivid and unique character we love today.



First line: I felt her fear before I heard her screams.




LOST AND FOUND

In the middle of the night, two years after running away from their boarding school, Rose Hathaway and Lissa Dragomir have been found . . . and there’s no escaping this time.

Where are they going? Back to St. Vladimir’s Academy, the last place they want to return to. They’d run away to escape a looming threat that had put their lives at risk, and returning could mean they’ll have to face those dangers head-on.

The majority of the students at St. Vlad’s are Moroi—peaceful, living vampires who follow a nocturnal schedule. Even though sunlight doesn’t kill them, they’re still stronger at night. All Moroi have abilities in elemental magic—earth, fire, air, or water—but in their teens, they will begin to specialize in one of the four. Also enrolled at the school are dhampirs—those who are half Moroi and half human. Dhampirs train to become the bodyguards of the Moroi after graduation, guarding them against the evil, undead Strigoi. Rose is a dhampir who’s been unofficially protecting her best friend, Lissa, a Moroi, while they’ve been out on their own. Keeping Lissa safe is Rose’s number-one goal. That they’ve been found means Rose has failed—and she’s damn mad about that.

Rose might be tough, but she stands no chance against the ten guardians the school has sent to find them, especially the one who seems to be in charge: Dimitri Belikov. The attractive guardian stops her easily. Rose is ready to fight hard to protect Lissa but lacks the skill to go head-to-head with someone as strong and experienced as Dimitri. Rose quickly learns that Dimitri’s nobody  to mess with—the proof is marked right on his skin.

He leaned forward to pick up something, revealing six tiny symbols tattooed on the back of his neck: molnija marks. They looked like two streaks of jagged lightning crossing in an X symbol. One for each Strigoi he’d killed. Above them was a twisting line, sort of like a snake, that marked him as a guardian. The promise mark.

—page 13



Total badass. Too bad he’s the one dragging them back to St. Vlad’s. Anyone else, Rose might be able to handle.

Through their psychic bond, Rose senses Lissa’s terror about going back to the school. The bond was created after the car accident that killed Lissa’s parents and brother Andre when the girls were fifteen. It only works one way, though. Rose can sense Lissa’s thoughts and feelings, but Lissa can’t do the same.

The car accident left Lissa as the only remaining member of the Dragomir family, and therefore her continuing survival is vital to her race. The Dragomirs are one of the twelve royal Moroi families—important and influential families that rule the rest of the Moroi and from which the Moroi king or queen is chosen.

Rose wishes she could help ease the fear her best friend feels about being discovered and captured, but there’s nothing she can do. They’re headed back to St. Vlad’s whether they like it or not.

At the school, Headmistress Kirova calls an uncomfortable meeting to decide the girls’ fates. Unsurprisingly, the rebellious and outspoken Rose is blamed for convincing Lissa to run away from the safety of the Academy and putting her life in danger all  this time, but that’s not the truth. Rose took Lissa away in order to protect her, but she can’t tell anyone that. Trust is not something Rose hands out easily.

Joining them in the meeting is Victor Dashkov, gravely ill with Sandovsky’s syndrome, a terminal illness that afflicts Moroi. He is also from one of the royal Moroi families and had promised Lissa’s father that he’d watch out for her. He’s like an uncle to Lissa. When Dimitri reveals to those present at this meeting that the girls share a rare psychic bond—which he noticed during their capture—it’s a secret that Rose doesn’t want anyone else to know about.

Victor shows great interest in what a bond like this could mean.

“That is a gift,” murmured Victor from his corner. “A rare and wonderful thing.”

“The best guardians always had that bond,” added Dimitri. “In the stories.”

Kirova’s outrage returned. “Stories that are centuries old,” she exclaimed. “Surely you aren’t suggesting we let her stay at the Academy after everything she’s done?”

He shrugged. “She might be wild and disrespectful, but if she has potential—”

“Wild and disrespectful?” I interrupted. “Who the hell are you anyway? Outsourced help?”

—pages 21–22



Actually, some might just say the Russian’s a good judge of character. But other than that, he’s also Lissa’s sanctioned guardian now and, as such, he is invested in the Dragomir princess’s safety.

As a novice guardian herself, Rose is way behind in her classes, which puts her at a major disadvantage compared to other students in her senior class. A bit reluctantly, Dimitri agrees to tutor Rose before and after regular classes to help her catch up. Rose doesn’t exactly like this guy—well, not yet, anyway—but she needs to stay in school in order to keep Lissa safe. And this? Well, this might be the only way she can do that. However, if she steps out of line just once, she’s out of there—and for the immediate future she’s basically on house arrest, grounded from doing anything fun or social except going to class and training with Dimitri. Looks like she’s going to have to rein in those “wild and disrespectful” ways if she wants to stay out of trouble.

Sure. That could happen.




BACK TO SCHOOL

Since there’s no rest for the wicked, Rose and Lissa are sent to their separate classes immediately. Classmates seem shocked to see the beautiful but rebellious Rose Hathaway back at St. Vlad’s. Rose gets a chance to reconnect with some of them, including Mason Ashford, a fellow novice guardian, who was a good friend of Rose’s before she and Lissa ran away.

“Hey Mason, wipe the drool off your face. If you’re going to think about me naked, do it on your own time.”

A few snorts and snickers broke the awed silence, and Mason Ashford snapped out of his haze, giving me a lopsided smile. With red hair that stuck up everywhere and a smattering of  freckles, he was nice-looking, though not exactly hot. He was also one of the funniest guys I knew. We’d been good friends back in the day.

“ This is my time, Hathaway. I ’m leading today’s session.”

“Oh yeah?” I retorted. “Huh. Well, I guess this is a good time to think about me naked then.”

“It’s always a good time to think about you naked,” added someone nearby, breaking the tension further. Eddie Castile. Another friend of mine.

—page 28



Mason gives her some info about the enigmatic Dimitri Belikov. Among the students, the Russian’s considered a god around school when it comes to fighting. She’s going to learn a lot from him—but it’s really going to hurt.

Terrific. But if it gets her what she wants, then it’s totally worth it. She’s determined to be Lissa’s guardian after graduation, but first she’s going to have to prove herself to everyone . . . and not everyone is happy she’s back. An instructor named Stan Alto gives Rose an extra-hard time in class, reminding her harshly that she has a lot to catch up on and there are many people to whom she must prove herself. To protect Lissa, she needs to stay in school, and to stay in school she’s going to have to work damn hard.

Later, Victor Dashkov finds Rose to tell her that he’s on her side. To him, it’s obvious that Rose kept Lissa safe all this time because she’s skilled and dedicated. He seems to know a lot about the psychic bond the girls share because he’s studied up on the subject, but he’s eager to know more. Rose feels bad for the sick man—at  this point she believes he only wants the best for Lissa’s future.

But that isn’t what everyone wants. A bitchy rival named Mia Rinaldi makes her presence known. She’s taken over Lissa’s spot with the popular “royals” at St. Vlad’s, and Lissa and Rose seem to be no longer welcome in those circles—not if Mia has anything to say about it. Mia’s even currently dating Lissa’s ex-boyfriend, Aaron, and hates both Lissa and Rose on sight. Later, they’ll learn that this hatred stems from Mia’s hurt feelings at being used and discarded by Lissa’s brother, Andre. Mia, despite having non-royal bloodlines, is determined to be a part of the popular crowd and sees Lissa as a threat.

Great. Yet another person Rose needs to protect her friend from.

It’s not just bitchy blond enemies who are a problem now that the girls have returned to St. Vlad’s. They’re the main focus of student gossip and rumors today. One topic everyone wants to know the answer to: What did Lissa do for blood while they were away? As a vampire, she has to drink blood regularly to survive.

The truth is that she fed from Rose, but a dhampir giving her blood to a Moroi, even a friend in need, is viewed as big-time wrong—and dirty. There’s a nasty term for a dhampir who gives up both her neck and her body for the addictive bite of a Moroi guy—a blood whore. While what she and Lissa did isn’t nearly that bad, it’s best to keep this secret to themselves.

Luckily, the girls are not only greeted at school by gossip, conflict, and potential enemies. They also have a few allies who are very happy they’re back, like Victor’s daughter, Natalie Dashkov, who’s been assigned as Lissa’s new roommate. She’s super boring and unpopular, which pleases Rose since it’ll help keep Lissa out of danger. Ever since the car accident, Lissa’s been very fragile—being back at school with backstabbing, fake friends—aka the popular crowd she used to socialize with—might prove too much for her. At the first sign of trouble, a worried Rose plans to get Lissa out of the school if that’s what it takes to protect her.




CHRISTIAN AND THE ATTIC

But Rose can’t be with Lissa all the time—at least not physically. However, sometimes she can be pulled into Lissa’s head through their psychic connection and see and hear the world through Lissa’s eyes. That’s what happens when Lissa wanders into the school chapel’s attic in a search for solitude.

Instead of solitude, Lissa finds Christian Ozera. Christian’s parents chose to become Strigoi—the evil, immortal enemy of Moroi. Even though he’s from a royal bloodline, this stigma has branded Christian a social outcast—not to mention a jerk—and Lissa isn’t too thrilled to be around him.

However . . . there’s something about him that’s kind of intriguing. The taunting, snarky Christian seems very insightful, especially when he easily guesses that Lissa fed from Rose while they were away. She’s afraid he’s going to tell, to use it against her, but he’s not that kind of guy. He promises not to say a word and then magically warms the air when Lissa seems chilled—Christian’s elemental magic specialty is fire.

Other than her secret ability to heal—which isn’t really tied to any of the four elements—Lissa hasn’t specialized in any one element yet.

Hmmm. Lissa decides that maybe Christian’s not so bad after all, especially when he volunteers to share this secret hiding place with her whenever she wants to use it. And, you know, his ice-blue  eyes are rather striking...

When Rose snaps out of the bond, Dimitri’s in front of her and seems worried about what’s happening. His concern takes her by surprise, and she explains that it’s just the bond between her and Lissa at work. Suddenly he isn’t the hardass guy she originally met. Maybe there’s more to Dimitri than meets the eye—not that what meets the eye is bad at all. Her twenty-four-year-old instructor’s tall, dark, Russian, and . . . super hot.

Feeling his eyes on me like that made something flutter inside of me—which was stupid, of course. I had no reason to get all goofy, just because the man was too good-looking for his own good. After all, he was an antisocial god, according to Mason. One who was supposedly going to leave me in all sorts of pain.

—page 64



Yes, pain for Rose is yet to come with Dimitri. Physical . . . and otherwise.

Right now? Just the physical kind.

Later, Rose makes a point to lecture Lissa about staying away from creepy Christian. If she’s interested in dating, Rose thinks she should direct her attention back to her ex, Aaron, who would be a much safer choice of potential boyfriends—plus, stealing him away from the annoying Mia would be a total bonus.

Rose gets permission to go to church, even though she’s not exactly what you’d call religious. She just wants to do something social—being grounded sucks. There she learns in the sermon  about St. Vladimir, the patron saint of the school, someone who was “filled with spirit,” which allowed him to heal the sick.

Healing . . . just like Lissa can do.

The priest mentions his “shadow-kissed” guardian Anna, and this also gets Rose’s attention since Ms. Karp, a former teacher, had once called Rose the same thing in reference to her connection to Lissa. She wants to know more about St. Vlad, and the priest suggests she look up the subject of Moroi saints in the library.

Great, extra homework.

When Mia continues to be a pest by insulting Rose’s fashion sense—which, admittedly, has slipped a bit in the past two years—Rose vents to Mason in the library about the girl who’s quickly turning into her nemesis. Mason has inside info on Mia—her parents are basically servants, working for Moroi royalty. Huh. So even though Mia acts like a princess, she sure isn’t one in real life. Putting her Mia issues aside, for the time being anyway, Rose and Mason research Moroi saints, as the priest suggested, and Rose learns that Anna and St. Vlad had a bond that allowed her to see into his heart and mind. It’s intriguing information, but over the next weeks, while training with Dimitri regularly and attending all her classes, she forgets all about it.




A DEADLY WARNING

When a fox with a slit throat is discovered in Lissa’s dorm room, Rose sees this as a serious and disturbing red flag. Lissa, who has a deep love for animals, immediately reaches for the poor thing to try to help it. But Rose restrains her. It reminds her too much of a dead raven Lissa also wanted to save once . . .

She turned to me, eyes almost wild. “Rose . . . do you remember . . . that one time . . .”

“Stop it,” I said. “Forget about it. This isn’t the same thing.”

“What if someone saw? What if someone knows? . . .”

I tightened my grip on her arm, digging my nails in to get her attention. She flinched. “No. It’s not the same. It has nothing to do with that. Do you hear me?” I could feel both Natalie’s and Dimitri’s eyes on us. “It’s going to be okay. Everything’s going to be okay.”

—page 99



They have no idea who’d leave such a gruesome gift. Is this somebody’s idea of a stupid joke? Or is it a threat? And from whom? Mia? Or could it be someone with even darker intentions?

In class, a Moroi jerk named Ralf taunts Lissa about the fox. Other students know Rose and Lissa were brought back against their will to the school, so a new rumor is circulating that Lissa killed the fox so she’d be considered crazy enough to get expelled. Rose warns Ralf off, but he doesn’t take the hint . . .

At least not until he bursts into flames courtesy of Christian’s fire magic. Looks like Christian is getting a bit protective of Lissa. And he knows the stakes, too. Using magic in class is forbidden, and he gets kicked out for defending Lissa. But rather than impress Rose, all it does is convince her that Christian’s a serious danger to her friend. However, Rose worries it’s possible Lissa doesn’t feel the same way and that she might be starting to like the outcast. Later, Rose slips into her friend’s head—this is the first time she’s been able to do this with conscious effort—to see if her suspicions are  correct. Yup. Lissa’s in the attic again with the fire starter himself.

To most Moroi, like Lissa, their elemental magic is peaceful, not something to be used as a weapon. Obviously, Christian feels differently. Moroi used to fight with their magic, to defend themselves against Strigoi rather than depend entirely on guardians. Some have forgotten, but others haven’t. This will soon become a very hot topic—no fire-magic pun intended—in the Moroi world.

Christian knows Lissa uses compulsion on others—and he’s right. Compulsion is the ability all Moroi have to mentally influence someone else—only some Moroi, like Lissa, are much stronger in it than others. It’s how the girls got by in the human world for so long. Same thing as lighting someone on fire, really. Both are forbidden abilities.

“What are you going to do then?” she asked. “ You going to turn me in?”

He shook his head and smiled. “No. I think it’s hot.”

—page 114



Despite herself, Lissa can’t help but be attracted to Christian. And it’s not just that. When she’s with him, she feels . . . at peace. Like she can be herself without trying to hide what she really is.

It’s always been Rose and Lissa against the world, but now it looks as if her best friend has found someone else. Rose can’t help but feel jealous about this.

The best way to deal with feeling cast aside? Hook up with a hot guy. Sounds like a plan. The hot guy in question is Jesse Zeklos, a Moroi who’s always found Rose gorgeous and with whom she’s  fooled around a bit in the past. And right now, she definitely needs a bit of an ego boost.

That night, they find a private place to make out. When Jesse’s sharp fangs brush against Rose’s skin, it reminds her of what it feels like to be bit—really, really good. The endorphins in a Moroi’s bite make the act totally addictive. However, the last thing she needs is for everyone to start thinking she’s a blood whore—she hasn’t even gone all the way with anyone yet. Moroi guys love hooking up with dhampir girls, but it almost never leads to anything serious like marriage since Moroi like to keep their bloodlines going with other pure Moroi. And yet . . . she’s not totally pulling Jesse away and he’s starting to get encouraged.

But then the door bursts open. It’s Dimitri. Uh-oh.

“Mr. Zeklos, do you have permission to be in this part of the dorm ?”

“No, sir.”

“Do you know the rules about male and female interactions around here?”

“ Yes, sir.”

“Then I suggest you get out of here as fast as you can before I turn you over to someone who will punish you accordingly. If I ever see you like this again”—Dimitri pointed to where I cowered, half-dressed, on the couch—“I will be the one to punish you. And it will hurt. A lot. Do you understand?”

—page 120



Dimitri successfully chases Jesse away and then turns his dangerous  gaze on Rose. But then, as he studies her body, currently clad only in jeans and a bra, his gaze shifts to something more like . . . desire. Suddenly the thought of Dimitri touching her is all Rose can think about. Which, of course, she realizes is way wrong. He’s seven years older than she is. And her instructor. And . . . there are a lot of other reasons she shouldn’t be thinking of him this way—or vice versa.

What was I thinking? Was I out of my mind? Embarrassed, I covered my feelings with attitude.

“You see something you like?” I asked.

“Get dressed.”

—page 121



The heated moment passes and Dimitri’s all business again, chastising Rose for not taking her reinstatement at the school seriously. If she really wants to protect Lissa, she needs to focus. And she will. She wants Dimitri to teach her to really fight. So far all she’s had are remedial lessons with him as he’s attempted to catch her up on everything she’s missed out on in the last two years.

She wants to really learn how to fight?

Fine. They’ll start tomorrow.




MS. KARP AND THE RAVEN

Her many issues and interactions with Dimitri are very distracting, but Rose’s first priority is her best friend’s safety now that they’re back at the school. What happened with the dead fox in Lissa’s room weighs heavily on Rose’s mind. It’s much too similar to what happened two years ago just before they ran away.

Back then, Ms. Karp, a young, pretty teacher at the school who  always acted a bit loony, caught Rose and Lissa in the woods with booze in hand. Busted. The three of them then found a dead raven on the ground and Lissa, seemingly transfixed, reached for it . . . and brought it back to life with her touch!

Another time, Ms. Karp had healed one of Rose’s injuries. Was the ability to heal the raven—and Lissa’s need to do the same with the fox—the same kind of thing? It’s the first sign that there are some strange similarities between Ms. Karp and Lissa. Just like Lissa, Ms. Karp never specialized in a specific element with her magic like all other Moroi do.

Their teacher was disturbed by the incident with the raven and made them promise not to say anything about it. She warned Rose never to let Lissa attempt to bring something back to life again. Ms. Karp’s paranoia worked, instilling Rose with a fear of anyone finding out about Lissa’s ability to heal—to the point of bringing animals back to life. It would put her friend in jeopardy.

With the dead fox, it was clear to Rose that Lissa wanted to resurrect the dead fox too—but that would risk others finding out about Lissa’s strange and secret ability.

But does someone already know what it is?




FALLING FOR DIMITRI

Rose tries to focus on her next session with Dimitri, the first where they’re going to work on taking her training to the next level. She’s supposed to hit him, but he easily knocks her to the ground, which is frustrating. When he turns his back, Rose tries to attack, but he’s able to grab her and pin her to the ground.

It’s full body contact with the gorgeous Russian.

All of a sudden, it occurred to me that he was still holding me down. The skin on his fingers was warm as he clutched my wrists. His face hovered inches from my own, and his legs and torso were actually pressing against mine. Some of his long brown hair hung around his face, and he appeared to be noticing me too, almost like he had that night in the lounge. And oh God, did he smell good.

—page 141



It’s a very sexy moment, and Rose realizes she’s seriously crushing on her gorgeous, older mentor. Bad idea! It’s absolutely the last thing she needs right now with the rest of the problems she’s dealing with!

Thankfully, there’s something else for Rose to focus on. Queen Tatiana, the leader of the Moroi world, is coming to the school on an official visit in celebration of All Saints’ Day, and the school is buzzing in anticipation and excitement of this. Rose isn’t too impressed, though. Visits from the queen and her royal party are fairly common, but after being given permission to attend the event, it does give her the chance to socialize with others at the royal banquet.

This doesn’t go so well—not for Lissa, anyway. During the welcoming assembly, the queen pauses to speak with the last remaining Dragomir—but their conversation quickly takes a nosedive when the queen intimates, in front of everyone, that Lissa shamed her family name by running away. Lissa is mortified.

Mia, of course, makes a point to mock Lissa for this public embarrassment. Rose jumps to Lissa’s defense as always and, in a  heated moment, disses Mia’s family for being “servants.” Dimitri breaks up the verbal sparring, sending Mia on her way, and he begins to escort Rose back to her dorm to avoid any further trouble. As they leave, Rose notices Christian making a beeline for her distraught friend, but she stops him before Lissa sees him. Rose thinks Christian’s a bad influence and decides to lie to him, to tell him Lissa doesn’t like him and thinks he’s a freak. The lie works perfectly, and a hurt Christian steers clear of Lissa that night.

Later, Rose is awakened by Lissa’s emotions flowing through their bond—she’s incredibly upset. When Rose makes it to her friend’s dorm room, she sees that someone has left another horrific gift for Lissa—a dead rabbit. This time there’s a note attached warning Lissa that the sender knows what she is and that she won’t survive if she stays at the Academy. The grave message is enough to put her over the edge, and she resorts to her old method of dealing with stress. Cutting herself helps refocus her pain. This is a very bad sign for Rose, since this isn’t the first time Lissa’s done this. It happened before they ran away from the school, and it means Lissa’s becoming more mentally fragile by the day. Rose is very worried about her friend.

As desperate as Rose is to help Lissa, the next day she has other major problems she can’t ignore. There’s now a devastating rumor going around that Rose had sex with both Jesse and his friend Ralf...and she let them drink her blood. Everyone’s saying that Rose Hathaway is a blood whore. Rose is willing to bet the mastermind behind this little catastrophe is Mia—Jesse and Ralf are just her meathead tools.

But this realization doesn’t help matters. The damage is done.

A sickening feeling settled in my stomach. I thought about  the friends and respect I’d managed to eke out, despite our low profile. That would be gone. You couldn’t come back from something like this. Not among the Moroi. Once a blood whore, always a blood whore. What made it worse was that some dark, secret part of me did like being bitten.

—page 173



Sickened by the rumors, Lissa resolves to protect Rose from now on, just as Rose has always protected her. She begins to use her compulsion to get everyone to shun Mia and accept Rose again.

And it actually starts to work. Before long, the rumors about Rose begin to fade—and not only that, Lissa’s accepted back into the popular crowd and has successfully stolen Aaron away from the vengeful Mia. While she’s not in love with her ex, it’s a way to snub Mia and hang out with the royal students again now that she isn’t trying to keep a low profile around school anymore—which hasn’t really gained them anything. Besides, dating-wise, it’s not like Christian is even acknowledging her existence anymore, so what difference does it make if she dates Aaron? Lissa, of course, doesn’t realize that Christian is only distancing himself from Lissa because of what Rose told him.

But the more Lissa uses compulsion to fix things, the darker her moods become. Rose finds herself worrying more and more about Lissa’s ever-diminishing emotional stability, and this sends her straight back to researching the story of St. Vladimir. The similarities to Lissa and Ms. Karp are striking—like them, he was able to heal. But his talents didn’t end there. He could also bring people back from the dead. Rose needs to know more, but information on the saint is extremely hard to find.

Fortunately, there’s a box of St. Vlad’s writings in the chapel’s  attic—Rose remembers Christian pointing out a box to Lissa that he said was “full of the writings of the blessed and crazy St. Vladimir.” Rose sends Mason, who’s been helping her research St. Vlad at the library, with a message to Christian to bring them to her. He does, which is a bit of a surprise given their unfriendly relationship, especially in regard to Lissa.

Rose reads St. Vlad’s diary and is intrigued when he mentions his gratitude toward his “shadow-kissed” guardian, Anna, and his ability to heal. It scares Rose to read that the more he used his powers, the crazier and more depressed he became, leading to an attempted suicide. It’s more proof that there are similarities between St. Vlad, Lissa, and Ms. Karp, especially in light of Lissa’s increasingly darker moods . . . Rose’s concern for Lissa is turning to real worry.

It only gets worse when Lissa has a big party in her room. She gets drunk, and her emotions begin to run rampant. It reminds Rose of another party two years ago when Lissa had gone over the edge—and nearly used her compulsion to force a jerk of a guy to bludgeon himself to death with a baseball bat after he’d abused a helpless human feeder.

Luckily, Rose managed to stop her then, but the darkness and anger coming from Lissa scared her deeply. Before they left the school last time, Ms. Karp had eventually gone completely insane from the darkness that ruled her mind. Rose didn’t want the same to happen to her best friend.

This is why Rose had insisted they run away two years ago. With everything happening—the dead animals, the warnings, the overuse of compulsion—are they headed down that road again?

Rose does more research on St. Vladimir and is struck by one phrase in particular: St. Vlad was said to be “full of spirit.” Just like  Ms. Karp and Lissa, he never specialized in an element whereas all other Moroi will specialize in fire, air, earth, or water magic.

When Rose tells Lissa what she’s learned, Lissa is edgy, defensive, and quick to argue. However, she finally agrees to stop compelling people and using her healing ability to see if it makes a difference in her moods.

Even though Lissa has been dating the popular, good-looking Aaron in order to regain her status in the school’s royal social stratosphere, get revenge on Mia, and work her influence on everyone to clear Rose’s reputation, Rose isn’t so sure anymore that he’s the best choice of boyfriends. He’s boring. Christian, however, isn’t boring and might actually be good for her friend.

He was creepy and dark and liked to set people on fire, true. On the other hand, he was smart and funny—in a twisted way—and somehow had a calming effect on Lissa.

—page 222



Damn. Rose had messed it all up. She now knows she made a big mistake about lying to Christian about Lissa’s real feelings, letting anger and jealousy get the best of her. Lissa was better when she was friends with him, and she seems worse off without him in her life.

Rose apologizes to Christian for lying, but even if he believes her, he’s not sure he wants to be friends with Lissa anymore. After all, she’s been acting very royal by hanging out with her old, snobby friends and seemingly embracing her old elitist “Princess Lissa” ways. That’s definitely not the outcast Christian’s scene, even if there are reasons behind Lissa’s actions other than a grasp at her previous popularity. Rose then relates her worries about Lissa and how she won’t listen to Rose’s advice, but she might listen  to Christian. Finally, reluctantly, he agrees to talk to her and try to help her, even though he thinks that any big problems—like Lissa’s secret cutting—should be discussed with Kirova or Dimitri.

“Lissa wouldn’t like that.” I considered. “Neither would I.”

“Yeah, well, we all have to do things we don’t like. That’s life.”

My snarky switch flipped on. “What are you, an after-school special?”

A ghostly smile flickered across his lips. “If you weren’t so psychotic, you’d be fun to hang around.”

“Funny, I feel the same way about you.”

—page 227



But before Rose has time to hope things might get better, the girls receive another threat in the form of a dead dove. They still have no idea who it’s from or what they want other than trying to scare the girls away from the school.




FIELD TRIP

Despite their mounting problems, a few days later the girls are invited on a shopping trip with Natalie and her ailing father, Victor. Since Rose is still basically “grounded” as punishment for running away, Dimitri suggests they justify the trip away from the school by treating it as a training exercise—Rose’s first official day in the real world as Lissa’s unofficial guardian. In the future, she’s reminded by another guardian along for the day, both she and the gorgeous Dimitri will be required to guard Lissa together—so they better start practicing.

“Yup. You’re going to be Dimitri’s partner.”

A moment of funny silence fell, probably not noticeable to anyone except Dimitri and me. Our eyes met.

“Guarding partner,” Dimitri clarified unnecessarily, like maybe he too had been thinking about other kinds of partners.

—page 233



On the trip, Rose complains that she doesn’t get to carry a weapon like the other guardians do. Dimitri isn’t so sure she’s ready to kill a Strigoi yet. It’s not an easy thing to do, especially because a Strigoi might be someone she knows from the past—killed, and then brought back to life as a member of the evil undead. Despite how difficult it might be, they both strongly agree that if either of them were turned Strigoi—monsters who have lost all morals and who kill innocent people—they’d want someone to kill them.

Conversation on the ride turns to others who’ve had to face the same horrible task—hunting someone they once loved—and one example hits very close to home. Until now, Rose has kept a secret from Lissa. The princess is shocked to hear that Ms. Karp—the teacher who seemed to have so much in common with Lissa—ultimately chose to become Strigoi. Rose learned this the night she decided they had to run away to help keep Lissa safe from her abilities, since the more she used them, the worse they’d get. After turning Strigoi, Ms. Karp was then hunted by her former guardian lover, Mikhail Tanner.

It’s a sobering conversation, and Rose suddenly isn’t sure if she’d be able to do the same—to hunt down and kill someone she loves. Little does she know that it’s something she’ll have to face head-on in her not-too-distant future.

Trying to focus on more pleasant pursuits, the group gets to shopping, which is difficult with Rose acting as Lissa’s guardian. It’s tricky trying on cool clothes when you’re trying to guard your best friend from potential threats. In fact, it’s impossible. Lissa takes the initiative and buys Rose a sexy black dress to wear to the upcoming school dance. Lissa also spots a beautiful gold and diamond necklace with a pendant the shape of a rose that she thinks would be perfect for Rose’s outfit—she always loves to buy Rose “rose” stuff—but it’s sadly far outside of even the Dragomir princess’s price range.

Rose is in a good mood when they return to the school. She hops from bench to bench on the way back to their dorms—but suddenly, the wood gives way and she feels searing pain as her ankle snaps. After blacking out, she wakes in the clinic with a concerned Dimitri nearby who is relieved she’s okay. Strangely, her ankle isn’t broken like she thought it was.

By her side in the clinic, Dimitri has a couple of gifts for Rose. The first is a small box and a note from Victor congratulating her on a successful first day as Lissa’s guardian. She opens the box and peers inside, surprised to see gold and diamonds glinting out at her. It’s the expensive rose necklace she and Lissa had seen at the mall. Wow . . . talk about generous!

Also generous is Dimitri’s gift—although it didn’t cost nearly as much. It’s Rose’s favorite lip gloss. She can’t believe he noticed. She’s touched by the thoughtful gift and, without really thinking about it first, Rose gives him a hug . . . and things heat up quickly.

At the first touch of his skin on mine, I shivered. He wound a lock of my hair around one finger, just as he had in the gym. 

Swallowing, I dragged my eyes up from his lips. I’d been contemplating what it’d be like to kiss him. The thought both excited and scared me, which was stupid. I’d kissed a lot of guys and never thought much about it. No reason another one—even an older one—should be that big of a deal. Yet the thought of him closing the distance and bringing his lips to mine made the world start spinning.

—page 251



Unfortunately, any kissing potential is interrupted by the doctor coming to check on Rose, who appears to be fine. Dimitri wonders out loud if perhaps Rose simply has excellent healing abilities—he’s heard of how she emerged unscathed from the car accident with Lissa’s family.

In that moment, Rose comes to a shocking realization. Lissa can heal animals—she’s seen it herself. She must have healed Rose’s broken ankle today, going against the promise she’d made not to use her abilities again. Then something even bigger occurs to her. Lissa must have also healed Rose’s injuries after the car accident. That’s why they both walked away unharmed.

Through their bond, Rose mentally finds an upset Lissa in the attic with Christian. Lissa’s surprised to see him in their hiding spot, especially when he’s clearly been trying very hard to ignore her.

A snarky Christian tells Lissa that lately she’s been acting a lot like her brother, Andre, who was a royal jerk. He’s the real reason Mia has had it out for Lissa all this time. According to Christian, Andre used Mia and threw her away. Lissa refuses to believe it and thinks Christian must be lying about her beloved brother just  to upset her. She bets Christian’s just upset that Lissa would date someone like Aaron, who she doesn’t really like, rather than him.

“I like him.”

“Like or like?”

“Oh, there’s a difference?”

“Yes. Like is when you date a big, blond moron and laugh at his stupid jokes.”

Then out of nowhere, he leaned forward and kissed her. It was hot and fast and furious, an outpouring of the rage and passion and longing that Christian always kept locked inside of him. Lissa had never been kissed like that, and I felt her respond to it, respond to him—how he made her feel so much more alive than Aaron or anyone else could.

Christian pulled back from the kiss but still kept his face next to hers.

“That’s what you do with someone you like.”

—page 259



Lissa feels the desire between them, but her dark emotions are raging out of control from using her healing ability on Rose’s ankle earlier. She yells for Christian to get out and, even though they’d both agreed to share the attic, he begrudgingly does as she wishes. Her mood continues to plummet and she ends up cutting herself again. This time, she slices deeper than ever before. And Rose, through her bond, senses it’s too far.

Rose rushes to tell Dimitri what she’s seen—he’s known about  their bond since day one, but not many other people do. She’s not risking this secret right now as much as she’s betraying Lissa’s confidence, but her friend is hurt and needs help before she loses too much blood. It’s Rose’s attempt, yet again, to protect her friend.

However, when Lissa is brought to the clinic for treatment, she’s furious that Rose told on her. To Lissa, it feels as if the only person in the world she trusted has betrayed her—even though Rose only did so to save her life.

With all the drama, Rose almost forgets about the school dance. Having her best friend hate her guts doesn’t make the thought of being social very appealing, but Rose lets Mason convince her to go anyway. He’s been a loyal and supportive friend all along, and he never believed in the “blood whore” rumors for a moment. As much as she’d rather stay home, she reluctantly puts on her new, sexy dress and the rose necklace from Victor. And she has to admit—she looks pretty damn good. It’s a sentiment that Dimitri seems to share; when they cross paths on her way to the dance, he can’t seem to take his eyes off her.

Mason has a surprise for Rose at the dance that he’s personally arranged. He gets Jesse and Ralf to admit—once and for all—that they were lying about Rose being a blood whore. Well, duh. Rose already knew that, but at least now everyone else will too. But that’s not all! How did Mia get the boys to lie about what happened? She slept with them—both of them.

Jesse . . . and Ralf? Um, eww!

The secret is out and Mia is mad as hell. She’s ready to blame everyone for her mistakes and share her pain—which all stemmed from her treatment at the hands of Lissa’s brother. Mia confronts Lissa and tells her point-blank that her craziness is going to get her locked up. Rose, automatically defending her best friend even  when they’re not speaking, responds by punching Mia in the face and breaking her nose.

Rose has never been all that great at impulse control.

Devastated by Mia’s taunts and that everyone heard them, Lissa flees the dance, and Rose yells for Christian to go after her. She’d do it herself, but she’s being escorted by guardians back to her dorm room so she doesn’t get in any more trouble.

Once in her room, a worried Rose reaches out to Lissa through their bond. In the chapel attic, Christian is soothing Lissa and her mood is improving . . . but suddenly guardians bust in. They knock Christian out and kidnap Lissa!




THE NECKLACE

Rose knows she needs to find help immediately, but her thoughts suddenly become fuzzy. Something tells her to go to Dimitri, so she heads to his room. It’s very hard for her to focus, especially when he answers his door bare-chested and fresh from the shower.

Rose’s desire for Dimitri skyrockets and she can’t seem to control it. Dimitri grabs her wrists to stop her from crossing a line between them, but the second his hands land on her skin, he’s also seized by whatever force is affecting Rose. Now he wants her too. Badly.

“Do you think I’m pretty?”

He regarded me with utter seriousness, like he always did. “I think you’re beautiful.”

“Beautiful?”

“You are so beautiful, it hurts me sometimes.”

—page 283



Things get hot and heavy between them—fast! Before too long, Rose is naked and Dimitri isn’t far from it. She’s overwhelmed with desire for him and thinks she’ll lose her virginity to him—which is totally okay with her. But when Dimitri removes her necklace, the voice urging her to be with him is gone. The attraction is still there—no doubt about it—but the need is less intense. They realize the necklace is charmed with a compulsion spell—in this case, lust. When Dimitri throws it out the window, clarity returns, and with it, Rose remembers that Lissa is in terrible danger!

They race to tell Kirova what Rose saw through the bond, but the headmistress doesn’t believe her. At least, not until an injured Christian staggers in.

The group moves immediately into action to rescue Lissa. Dimitri insists Rose come along because through the bond, Rose can tell the direction that Lissa and her captors are headed.

She’s able to see who took her best friend—it’s Victor Dashkov! Kind and helpful, practically a member of Lissa’s family, Victor Dashkov!

He’s the one who gave Rose the charmed necklace—he was trying to stop her from intervening in this kidnapping. Through the bond, Rose sees and hears what a shocked and frightened Lissa is now experiencing—that Victor knows about Lissa’s ability to heal and wants her to do the same with his disease.

Victor has suspected this for a while—ever since the car accident that killed her parents. Rose watches on and is as stunned as Lissa is when he reveals something the girls weren’t fully aware of until this very moment. In the accident that killed Lissa’s parents and brother . . . Rose also died. But there was a difference—Lissa brought Rose back to life with “spirit.” It’s what forged the psychic  bond between them. Because of this, Rose is “shadow-kissed.”

Just like Anna—St. Vladimir’s guardian, Rose realizes. St. Vlad also used spirit to bring Anna back from the dead.

It turns out that Victor and his daughter, Natalie, have been leaving the dead animals for Lissa in an attempt to test her abilities in spirit, which is the fifth magical element Moroi can specialize in. Since it’s so rare, it’s been forgotten over the centuries by nearly everyone in Moroi and dhampir society.

It was important for Victor to prove that Lissa was, in fact, a spirit user because only a Moroi who possessed spirit could keep his disease at bay. Victor is determined to receive regular healings, regardless of the cost to Lissa’s mental and physical health.

But it’s all for the greater good. Or so he claims. Victor was next in line to the throne, and he thinks he can regain his status once he’s healthy again. He has big plans for the future of the Moroi race.

When Lissa refuses to help, Rose watches with horror through the bond as Victor has her friend tortured by one of his air-user henchmen who magically suffocates Lissa until she finally agrees to do as he wishes.

Lissa uses her healing ability to heal Victor, and he becomes stronger and stronger. Meanwhile, Lissa only gets weaker from using so much spirit magic.




RESCUING LISSA

Rose is sickened by what is happening to her best friend and feels helpless that she’s unable to protect her from the pain. She directs the guardians to the cabin where Lissa is being kept. Before they storm in, Dimitri tells a furious and frustrated Rose to stay  behind in the SUV. But alone in the car, Rose realizes they won’t find Lissa—the bond shows her that Lissa has escaped the house and is now on her own in the wilderness.

She needs to find her friend . . . and fast. When Rose finds her, Lissa is backed up against a tree by a pack of Victor’s psi hounds, psychically connected wolf-like beasts. They turn on Rose when they realize she’s there. In the nick of time, Christian—who stowed away for the trip in an attempt to save the girl he’s fallen for—arrives to help fend them off, but he’s violently attacked.

Alberta, the head of the school’s guardians, swoops in and shoots the dangerous animals. Christian is badly hurt . . . and dying. Lissa wants desperately to heal him, but she’s too weak from healing Victor.

Before, Rose might have hesitated to let her friend feed from her in public, risking being labeled again as a blood whore, but there’s no question what she needs to do to help Lissa to save Christian. Her friend needs blood to regain her energy and her magic; Rose offers her neck to the cause, and it’s enough to give Lissa the energy to save Christian.

The other guardians capture Victor and hold him prisoner under full-time guard at school. They realize Natalie is also to blame. Not only did she help plant the dead animals, but, as an earth-magic user, just like her father, she was the one responsible for rotting the wood that broke Rose’s ankle. It was another attempt to get Lissa to use her healing ability, proving once and for all that she is a spirit user.

In the wake of her kidnapping, Lissa realizes what she really wants. For starters, she wants Christian—the boy who has stood by her side, in the attic and out, the one who stowed away in the back of a van in order to help rescue her. She breaks up with Aaron  and officially starts dating the social outcast, not caring what damage this relationship might do to her royal reputation.

Not everyone’s romantic life is quite as happy. Dimitri makes sure Rose is aware that what happened because of the lust charm was wrong and stupid.

“Even if you choose not to tell, you need to understand that it was a mistake. And it isn’t ever going to happen again, ” he added.

“Because you’re too old for me? Because it isn’t responsible?”

His face was perfectly blank. “No. Because I’m just not interested in you in that way.”

—page 314



Ouch. Rose is heartbroken to know that Dimitri doesn’t return her feelings for him. In the end, what she feels is just a stupid schoolgirl crush, but it’s one she can’t seem to shake no matter how hard she tries.

And she tries very hard. She even goes to visit Victor in his cell to ask him to break the lust compulsion that makes her still want to be with Dimitri. But instead, Victor tells her startling news: the spell only works on feelings already present—feelings both of them would have had to share. Before Rose can figure out what this means, she hears a commotion down the hall. Natalie has arrived to help her father escape and there’s something very different—and very scary—about her.

She’s been turned into a Strigoi. And now she’s more than strong enough to throw Rose against the wall when she attempts to get in her way. But luckily, before Natalie can finish her off . . . Dimitri arrives.

He manages to stake Natalie, saving Rose. While other guardians race to recapture Victor, Dimitri takes an injured Rose to the clinic. On the way, she wants to know if what she’s learned about the lust charm is true. Does Dimitri really feel something for her?

Yes, it’s true. He does want Rose . . . but they can’t be together.

“[Y ]ou and I will both be Lissa’s guardians someday. I need to protect her at all costs. If a pack of Strigoi come, I need to throw my body between them and her.”

“I know that. Of course that’s what you have to do.” The black sparkles were dancing in front of my eyes again. I was fading out.

“No. If I let myself love you, I won’t throw myself in front of her. I’ll throw myself in front of you.”

—page 324



He’s right. Even though Rose still desperately wants Dimitri, she knows she must protect her best friend over anything else. It’s her job.

But Rose can’t be resentful because Lissa is there to help her heal the injuries she sustained from fighting Natalie. Still, Lissa’s dark moods are a serious problem. She agrees to go on depression medication to help. One downside of this is that she’ll be blocked from using spirit magic, but it’s worth it to regain her shaky sanity.

Being on meds is one way to lose touch from the magic. But there’s another—Natalie had said during her short confrontation with Rose that becoming Strigoi was worth giving up the magic of being Moroi.

This makes something click into place for Rose.

Ms. Karp’s spirit magic is what had driven her insane. She didn’t become Strigoi because she was mad—she did it to escape from  the madness. It’s a chilling realization for Rose, especially since Ms. Karp and Lissa seem similar to her in so many ways. Is Lissa inevitably headed down the same dangerous path? Would Lissa ever make the same tragic decision as their teacher did to escape the side effects of having such a powerful ability?

But St. Vladimir didn’t turn Strigoi. After going to the chapel and asking the priest some questions, Rose learns that St. Vlad lived for a very long time. After all, St. Vladimir was lucky enough to have Anna as his “shadow-kissed” guardian to help him stay strong and never give in to his madness . . .

And Lissa has Rose.

POP QUIZ: Vampire Academy

1. Finish the quote: I felt her fear before I heard her ___. 
2. What kind of animal did Lissa first bring back to life in front of Ms. Karp and Rose?
3. Christian Ozera specializes in which element?
4. What’s the name of Mason Ashford’s best friend?
5. What are Dimitri’s favorite kind of novels?
6. Victor Dashkov is afflicted with what disease?
7. What does Dimitri tell Rose to do after he catches her making out with Jesse? “Get _____.” 
8. What gift does Dimitri personally give Rose when she’s recovering in the clinic?
9. What are the names of the students who accuse Rose of being a blood whore?
10. Who is turned into a Strigoi in order to help rescue her father?


* For quiz answers, see p.298.
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very strong compulsion and heal both plants and
animals, enough o bring something or someone
back from the dead. Some spirit users are able to
dream-walk, use telekinesis, and charm silver ob-
jects with compulsion or healing spells. Unfortu-
nately, the overuse of this ability can lead to de-
pression and insanity.

An evil, undead vampire that is created when a
Moroi, dhampir, or human is bitten by a Strigoi
and then drinks the Strigoi blood in return or i a
Moroi kills another person while feeding.

Aboarding school in Montana for Moroi students
and the dhampir students training to become their
guardians.

What the Keepers consider those Moroi whoive
abandoned the old, traditional ways to join up with
the modern world.

A maximum-security Moroi prison, currently in
Alaska, containing prisoners in two sections—
criminal and psychiatric.

A dhampir who has never completed his or her
training and therefore doesn't have a promise mark
but stil kills Strigoi without answering to anyone.
Unpromised are usually hired bodyguards or vigi-
lante Strigoi hunters.
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A dhampir who s in training to become a guardian.

A tattoo that resembles a twisting snake, marking
adhampir as a guardian and given upon successfully

completing trials at graduation.

Wolf-like creatures that are mentally connected to
cach other, aiding their ability to hunt.

Dimitri’s term for Rose’s counterpoints to serious
arguments, usually going against the (arguably)
more sensible opinion (usually his).

A terminal illness thar affliets Moroi. It attacks the
lungs first before dragging the rest of the body to-
ward death.

One who has died and been brought back o life
through the use of spirit. The shadow-kissed will
be psychically bonded to the spirit user who saves
them.

A lethal weapon charmed with magic from each
of the four elements. Such a stake can instantly kill
both Strigoi and Moroi if it pierces their hearts.
Slightly shorter than a forearm, a stake has 2 hand
grip at the bottom and a thick, rounded body that
narrows to a point like an ice pick.

‘The elemental magic that allows a Moroi to use
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endorphins in a vampire’s saliva, which give in-
tense pleasure when bitten.

Adhampirwho trained as a bodyguard for the Moroi.

‘The group that makes decisions on behalf of guard-
ians and assigns them to Moroi.

Moroi who prefer to keep to the old, more backward
ways and traditions. They live together in commmunes,
far away from the rest of society, and marry whom-
ever they like—be it Moroi, dhampi, or human.

‘The term the Keepers use for Strigoi.

A secret society formed by Moroi royal students
o feel special and elite, whose name means “the
hand” in Romanian. The Mana can be found at
most schools.

‘The Russian word for /ightning, it a tattoo embla-
zoned on the back of a guardian’s neck as a reward
for each Strigoi he or she has killed. Each looks
like a tiny X made of lightning bolts. The more
marks, the more experienced a guardian is.

Living, peaceful, mortal vampires who are born
with elemental magic.

A small blue eye made of glass that will bring pro-
tection to the one who wears if, according to old
Middle Eastern supersition.
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Also known as the graduation mark, dhampirs receive this
tattoo to show that they have successfuly finished their
training and are now an official guardian. It's described as
a twistingline, sort of like a snake.

For every Strigoi a guardian kills, the guardian receives a
‘molnija mark, a tattoo that looks like two streaks of jagged
lightning (molnija is Russian for “lightning"), crossing in
an X

Also known as the battle mark, its a star-shaped tattoo
(avezda s Russian for “star”), which is given 10 a guardian
who's fought in a batle and killed many Strigoi.
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Earth users are able to manipulate the ground—causing mini-
earthquakes—rot wood, and throw rocks or balls of mud us-
ing their minds. Earth users can also charm silver objects or
jewelry with compulsion spells.

Air users can manipulate the air by doing everything from
creating mild breezes o suffocating an enemy by removing
all the air from a room.

A water user can manipulate water, moving it through the air
to drown someone where they stand. A less-violent use could
be to melt snow so slush falls on passersby.

The most effective Moroi power to be used in combat against
Strigoi, fre can be used to warm air, create fireballs, and light
objects andior people ablaze.

Spirit users need to pull their magic from their own essence
rather than the world around them, which makes the power
taxing both physically and mentally. Using spirit can often
lead to insanity, and spirit users typically develop different
ways 1o cope with the aftereffects of their magic (for ex-
ample, projecting dark moods onto an individual with whom
one has bonded, self-medicating, turning Strigoi). Among
other abilities, spirit users can heal plants and animals,
dream-walk, see auras, and compel others with great inten-
sity. In fact, their compulsion abilities are so strong that
they can make others experience powerful hallucinations
through super-compulsion. A spirit user can also create
healing charms, including a silver stake that, when wielded
by its creator, can restore Strigoi o their former life. Most
of all, spirit users can bring someone who has recently died
back to life, thereby making that person “shadov-kissed"
and bound to the spirit user
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A group of humans who work with Moroi and
dhampirs to hide the existence of vampires from
the world. Alchemists bear a charmed tattoo on
their faces made from gold ink, Moroi blood, and
magic, which gives them special abilities to help
in their work and prevents them from speaking to
others about the vampire world

All living people—humans, Moroi, and dham-
pirs—have different-colored auras that surround
them and show their mood. Spirit users are able
o see these. Strigoi do not have auras because they
are not technically alive.

The term used by Strigoi to describe changing
from what they'd been before: human, Moroi, or
dhampir.

An insulting term for a dhampir, male or female,
who allows a Moroi to drink their blood while
having sex. Itk also an unfair slur often applied
to single dhampir mothers who choose to raise
their children instead of becoming guardians.
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‘Those who are bound together after one is brought
back to life by the other’s use of spirit—like Rose
and Lissa. It is possible for a spirit user to have
more than one bondmate, but n all cases, the bond
only works one way:

Russian for storm, this is a code word guardians use
among themselves to warn of a Strigoi attack.

Abracelet-sized rosary.

A Moroi or Strigoi’ ability to mentally influence
others. Those who specialize in spirit are the most
skilled at compulsion.

“This is a secret, ancient Romanian ceremony to
honor the dead which has been passed on through
the oldest bloodlines of the Moroi clite.

Someone who is half-human and half-Moroi.

Objects charmed with earth magic and often tied
to compulsion spells—such as the lust-charmed
necklace that Victor Dashkov gives Rose.

‘The power all Moroi possess to magically haress
earth, fire, earth, air, or—rarely—spirit.

A human who willingly donates blood to a Moroi

Feeders usually become addicted to the drug-like
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Teller of fortunes; a witch.

Created when four Moroi, each one strong in a dif-
ferent element, walks around an area and lays the
magic in a circle on the ground, creating a protec-
tive border. The life in a Moroi’s magic keeps out
Strigoi, who are devoid of lfe. Wards fade quickly
and require a lot of maintenance. Driving a silver
stake through a ward line in the ground will pierce
the ward and cancel out the protective effect.

Russian for serpent ot snake, it the nickname for
Rose’s dangerously influential father, Abe Mazur.

The Russian word for star, it the battle mark, a
tattoo shaped like a star, that is given to a guard-
ian who has fought in a battle large enough to lose
count of Strigo kil
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