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It All Started at the School Store
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Whenever there is a mystery in Room 3B, my friend Harry tries to crack the case. He thinks he’s a detective like Sherlock Holmes or Sergeant Friday on old-time TV.

But this mystery, the one I’m going to tell you about, Harry didn’t even try to solve.

He didn’t have to.

Harry was the mystery!

It all started on a Monday morning in February. It was Room 3B’s turn to go to the school store. A small group of us who had money lined up at the door of our classroom. Naturally, Harry was first in line.

“I know exactly what I want,” he said, holding a fistful of quarters.

“Me too,” Mary said, standing behind him. She had a pink beaded coin purse.
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“I’m getting a monster eraser,” Sid added, holding a nickel and three pennies. I didn’t think he had enough money, though.

As we walked down the hall, I checked my pocket. “I have thirty-five cents to spend,” I said. “I think I’m getting the red rocket pen.”

“Cool, Doug,” Harry replied. Then he flashed a toothy smile at the volunteer mom and two fifth graders who sat at the table in the hallway. One of the kids was in charge of the cash box. Two tall shelves of school stuff were set up behind them. “I’d like one of the Magneto Pals,” Harry said, pointing to the top shelf of three-inch animals. “The cat, please.”

“It’s your lucky day,” the fifth-grade girl said. “It’s our last cat with magnetic paws.”

Harry grinned as he handed her four quarters.

Mary’s eyeballs bulged. “Oh no! That’s the only one I need to complete my set of six.”

We all looked at the animals hugging the straps of Mary’s backpack. She had paired each of their magnetic paws together. The monkey, lion, frog, dog, and  pig held on tightly as Mary moved from place to place. Harry shrugged. “Well, I’ve been working hard for it, Mare. I washed Grandma Spooger’s pots and pans for a week. I don’t care about having a set of Magneto Pals. I just want the one that looks like my cat.”

Harry was right. It did look like the Goog. It was gray with black stripes.

Song Lee looked into Mary’s sad eyes. “Maybe you could order another one,” she suggested.

Mary looked hopeful. “May I?” she asked the volunteer mom.

“I’m so sorry, dear,” she answered. “The cat is being discontinued.”

Everyone felt bad for Mary, but thanks to Harry, I got my red rocket pen, and Sid got his purple monsterhead  eraser. Harry loaned me fifteen cents, and Sid a dime. Song Lee and ZuZu got pocket notebooks for fifty cents each.

“I’m saving up for the orange troll eraser next,” Sid announced.

Song Lee was eyeing the ladybug eraser.

“Well, thanks for your business, guys,” the fifth-grade boy said.

“You didn’t get mine,” Mary grumbled, holding her dollar bill in her fist.

As we walked back to Room 3B, Mary glared at the back of Harry’s head.




End of sample
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