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Chapter 1

“Okay, now all the forager ants can start searching for food!” Mr. Guthrie told the kids in class 4A.

Katie Carew giggled as she began looking along the windowsills for the treats Mr. G. had hidden around the room.

Katie’s fourth-grade class was studying animal behavior. Some classes might read books about how ants lived. But that wasn’t the way Mr. G. taught. In his class, the kids were pretending that they were ants in a colony. They were all wearing wire antennae on their heads. And they had each been given an antlike job.

“Okay, once you forager ants have  gathered the food, bring it back to the center of the room,” Mr. G. said. “Then the queen, the nursery worker ants, and the ants that are in charge of cleaning up waste can have a snack. But remember, anybody who is a patrol ant will have to wait. You can’t eat while you’re guarding the colony.”

“Hey, that’s not fair!” George Brennan shouted out. He was a patrol ant. “I want a snack, too.”

“You’ll get one,” Mr. G. assured him. “But you can’t leave your post. Suppose a bird was coming near the anthill. You’d have to warn the others.”

George frowned, but he stayed at his post near the classroom door.

“Hurry up, forager ants,” Mandy Banks said. She adjusted the gold crown on her head. “It takes a lot of energy for me to lay enough eggs to keep this ant colony going!”

Katie giggled. Mandy sure loved being the queen ant.
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“Once everyone has eaten, the ants who are on clean-up patrol should get rid of the waste—which means picking up all the candy wrappers and throwing them in the trash,” Mr. G. told the kids.

“In a real ant colony, getting rid of waste means getting rid of dead bodies,” Kadeem  said. “I read about that on the Internet.”

“Ooo, yuck,” Emma Weber groaned. She was one of the ants who was supposed to clean up. “I think I just lost my appetite.”

“More for me,” Emma Stavros, a forager ant, told her. She popped a snack-size chocolate bar into her mouth.

“Man, I wish I was a forager ant,” George groaned from the doorway.

Katie stared at him. “Don’t say that!” she exclaimed loudly.

The kids all stared at her.

“What’s with you?” Kevin Camilleri asked.

Katie gulped. She hadn’t meant to shout. It was just that Katie hated wishes. She knew how much trouble they could cause when they came true.
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