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Who is following Cam and Eric?

As they walked past a large wooded area, Cam heard the sounds of twigs breaking. Eric stopped walking so he could rest. Cam stopped, too. So did the sounds. Cam turned around, but no one was there.

“Did you hear anything?” Cam asked Eric.

“No.”

Eric said he was ready. He picked up the sundial, and he and Cam began to walk. Cam heard the sounds of twigs breaking again.

“Did you hear that?” Cam whispered.

“Yes. It sounds like something moving in the woods. Maybe it’s an animal.”

“Stop for a minute.”

Eric put down the sundial, and the sounds of footsteps stopped.

“It’s not an animal,” Cam whispered. “An animal wouldn’t stop whenever we do. Someone is following us.”
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Chapter One

Cam Jansen and her friend Eric Shelton were carrying their science fair projects to school. Cam had made a box camera. Eric’s project was a big, heavy wooden sundial.

Cam looked at Eric. His face was turning red.

“I think we should stop here and rest,” Cam said.

“No. I can go a little farther.”

Eric took a few more steps. Then the sundial started to slip from his hands.

“O.K.,” Eric said. “We can rest now if you want to.”

They were standing close to a bus stop. Eric put the sundial down quickly, before it could fall. Then he sat on the bus stop bench. Cam sat next to him. She put the black cloth bag she was holding on her lap. The camera was inside the bag.

“You didn’t have to make your sundial so big,” Cam said.
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“I made it big so we could put it in the garden after the science fair. My mother said she’ll plant ivy around it.”

Eric looked at the cloth bag Cam was holding and asked, “What are you going to do with your camera?”

“I’ll keep it, of course.”

“Why? Your mental camera takes better pictures than any real camera. And your mental camera never needs film.”

Cam’s mental camera is her memory. She can look at a scene and remember every detail. It’s as if she had a photograph of the scene stored in her mind.

Whenever Cam wants to remember something, she looks at it carefully and says, “Click.” Cam says “Click” is the sound her mental camera makes when it takes a picture.

When Cam was younger, people called her Jennifer—that’s her real name—and “Red,” because she has red hair. But when  they found out about her photographic memory and heard her say, “Click,” they started calling her “The Camera.” Soon “The Camera” was shortened to “Cam.”

“I know that my mental camera doesn’t need film,” Cam told Eric, “but I can’t show people the photographs stored in my brain. And I can’t put my mental photographs in an album. So I need a real camera, too.”

Just then a bus stopped. A young couple got off. They looked at Eric’s project.

“What’s that?” the man asked.

“It’s a sundial.”

“Can it really tell time?” the woman asked.

“Sure. If the arrow is pointed north and the sun is shining.”

“And you carry that around all the time,” the man said. He laughed. “It must be heavy. Wouldn’t it be easier to wear a wristwatch?”

Eric started to explain that the sundial  was for the fifth grade science fair. But the man wasn’t listening.

“I should have asked him how he winds it, or if it tells time underwater,” the man said to the woman as they walked away, laughing.
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“Let’s go,” Cam said to Eric, “before someone asks you what time it is.”

Eric stood behind his sundial. He straightened his collar and smiled.

“First take my picture.”

Cam stepped back a few feet. She looked straight at Eric and said, “Click.”

“No. Use your real camera.”

It was a bright spring day. The sun was behind Cam. “With this camera, you have to stand perfectly still for five seconds,” she told Eric. “If you move, the picture will be a blur.”

Cam took the camera from the bag. She held it with both hands. She pulled a string that lifted a cardboard flap. Then she counted, “One Mississippi, two Mississippi, three Mississippi, four Mississippi, five Mississippi.” She let the string go and the flap fell down again.

“Do you think it will come out?” Eric asked.
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“If I aimed the camera right, you’ll come out. You stood still. But behind you will be a blur. A car drove past. A man came out of one of the stores, and someone walked by with a dog.”

As Cam put the camera in its bag, a young man in a red plaid jacket ran past. He knocked into Cam. Her camera fell, and the man bent down to pick it up. But Eric had it.

“It’s lucky I caught this before it hit the ground,” Eric said. “It might have broken.”

Cam wasn’t listening. She was watching the man run off. “He must be in some rush,” she said. “He didn’t even say he was sorry.”
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