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Physical Characteristics of the Anatolian Shepherd Dog

(from the Canadian Kennel Club breed standard)

Head: Expression should be intelligent. Skull is large but in proportion to the body.

Ears: Set on no higher than the plane of the head. V-shaped, rounded apex, measuring about 4 inches at the base to 6 inches in length. Ears dropped to sides.

Eyes: Medium size, set apart, almond shaped and dark brown to light amber in color.
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Neck: Slightly arched, powerful, and muscular, moderate in length with more skin and fur than elsewhere on the body, forming a protective ruff.

Muzzle: Blockier and stronger for the dog, but neither dog nor bitch should have a snipey head or muzzle. Nose and flews must be solid black or brown. Scissors bite preferred, level bite acceptable.

Forequarters: Shoulders should be muscular and well developed, blades long, broad and sloping. Elbows should be neither in nor out. Forelegs should be relatively long, well-boned and set straight with strong pasterns.

Feet: Strong and compact with well-arched toes, oval in shape. They should have stout nails with pads thick and tough.

Body: Well proportioned, functional, without exaggeration. Chest is deep (to the elbow) and well-sprung with a distinct tuck up at the loin.

Tail: Long and reaching to the hocks. Set on rather high. When relaxed, it is carried low with the end curled upwards. When alert, the tail is carried high, making a “wheel.”

Hindquarters: Strong, with broad thighs and heavily muscled. Angulation at the stifle and hock is in proportion to the forequarters.

Coat: Short (1 inch minimum, not tight) to Rough (approximately 4 inches in length) with neck hair slightly longer.

Color: All color patterns and markings are equally acceptable.

Size and Weight: Dogs should be from 29 inches and weighing from 110 to 150 pounds proportionate to size and structure. Bitches should be from 27 inches, weighing from 80 to 120 pounds, proportionate to size and structure.
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By Charlotte Schwartz
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Your Senior Anatolian Shepherd Dog
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A section from “Las Meninas” (The Maids of Honor), a famous painting by Diego Velazquez de Silva. The figures in the painting are caught in snapshot fashion in typical Velazquez style. The dog at the children’s feet, though not identified by breed, certainly resembles the Anatolian Shepherd. Painted in 1656, the original is in the Philip IV collection at the Prado Museum in Madrid, Spain.
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ANCIENT HISTORY OF DOGS

There are well beyond 300 separate and distinct breeds of dog that are officially recognized today by the respective pure-bred dog registries of the world. What comes as a surprise to many is that all breeds, regardless of size, shape or color, trace back to a single common ancestor. And, what may be even more important in the overall scheme of things, our search reveals that the development of the dog bears a striking parallel to the development of humankind itself.

In order to fully understand why any given breed looks and acts as it does, you must go back to the dawn of civilization—a time when humankind’s major pursuit in life was simply that of survival. Providing food for himself and his family and protecting the members of the tribe from danger were about as much as early man could handle.

During this time, early man undoubtedly saw his own survival efforts reflected in the habits of one of the beasts of the forest—a beast that made ever-increasing overtures at coexistence. That beast was none other than Canis lupus—the wolf. Thus, a relationship based purely upon the need to survive had begun. The ages themselves, however, would show that this was a kinship that would prove far more beneficial to humankind than anyone could ever have imagined.


GENUS CANIS

Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term “canine” derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term “dog” has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word “dog” has never been authoritatively ascertained.
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Wolf families had already developed a cooperative and efficient system of hunting the food they needed for survival. Man was not only able to emulate some of these techniques but, as time passed, he found he was also able to employ the help of the wolves themselves in capturing the animals that would constitute a good part of the human diet. In turn, wolves saw a source of easily secured food in man’s discards and, moving in closer and closer, the more cooperative wolves found that they had increasingly less to fear of man. The association grew from there.

“MAN’S BEST FRIEND” ARRIVES

The road from wolf-in-the-wild to “man’s best friend”—Canis familiaris—is as long and fascinating as it is fraught with widely varying explanations. There seems to be universal agreement, however, that the wolves able to assist man in satisfying the unending human need for food were the most highly prized.

In The Natural History of Dogs, a study of the development of dog breeds, authors Richard and Alice Feinnes classify most dogs as having descended from one of four major groups. Each of these groups traces back to separate and distinct branches of the wolf family. The groups are known as the Dingo Group, the Greyhound Group, the Northern Group and the Mastiff Group.

The Dingo Group traces its origin to the Asian Wolf (Canis lupus pallipes). Two well-known examples of the Dingo Group are the Basenji and, through the admixture of several European breeds, the Rhodesian Ridgeback.

The Greyhound Group descends from a coursing-type relative of the Asian Wolf. The group includes all those dogs that hunt by sight and are capable of great speed. The Greyhound itself, the Afghan Hound, the Borzoi and Irish Wolfhound are all examples of this group and are known as the coursing breeds or sight-hounds. They are not true hounds in that they do not hunt by scent.

The Northern Group (also Arctic or Nordic Group) of dogs descends directly from the rugged Northern Wolf (Canis lupus). Included in the many breeds of this group are the Alaskan Malamute, Chow Chow, German Shepherd and the much smaller Welsh Corgis, and the Spitz-type dogs.

The fourth classification, and the one we take particular interest in here, is the Mastiff Group, which owes its primary heritage to the rugged Woolly Tibetan Wolf (Canis lupus chanco or laniger). The great diversity of the dogs included in this group indicates that they are not entirely of pure blood in that the specific breeds included have characteristics that reveal that they have been influenced by descendants of the other three groups. This widely divergent group is known to include many breeds we now classify as Sporting Dogs, such as the (scent) hounds, as well as the guard/protection and flock-guardian dogs.

It is the ingenuity of man that deserves full credit for the selective process that produced dogs who excelled in some but not all of the traits that had been passed down from their lupine ancestors. The undesirable characteristics that could have been inherited were practically nullified. A perfect example of this will be seen in how the wolf’s territorial instinct, communal spirit and bravery are reflected in the character and working ability of the Great Pyrenees (known in England as the Pyrenean Mountain Dog)—thought to be one of the oldest pure-bred breeds in the world.

As humankind moved out of the caves and developed a more sophisticated and complex lifestyle, man found he could produce animals that could suit his specific needs from these descendants of the wolf. More often than not, this selective process was shaped by how and where man lived.

The wolves that had been accustomed to herding, separating and killing their prey in the forest were selectively bred to retain their rugged constitution and their ability to round up their prey, but the prey instinct itself was, for all intents and purposes, eliminated. From still other descendants of the original wolf stock, man eliminated both the prey and herding instincts in favor of developing their communal and protective qualities. They did so in order to ensure the safety of their domesticated livestock.
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The Great Pyrenees, or Pyrenean Mountain Dog, known for strong character and working ability, is considered to be one of the oldest breeds of dog.

It is at about this point in history that we can stop calling wolves “wolves” and start referring to them as Canis familiaris or, for the non-Latin-speaking among us, “dogs.” Particular characteristics were prized and inbreeding practices were used both to intensify the desired characteristics and eliminate those that opposed the efficiency of the dogs.

THE ANATOLIAN PLATEAU

When the Mongoloid peoples migrated westward into Europe, their dogs, Mastiff-type descendants of the rugged Woolly Tibetan Wolf, went with them. The migrants dispersed themselves throughout the main mountain ranges of Europe, where environment and the specific needs of the people developed their dogs into separate and distinct types.


ANCESTORS OF OUR ANATOLIANS

Throughout history, there have been written reports of huge mastiff-type dogs that have existed since Babylonian times. The dogs were used to guard flocks for the shepherds, who eked out their meager existence from the Anatolian Plateau. The extremely swift and powerful dogs also were known to be capable of running down lions and assisting as war dogs by pulling men down from their horses. It is believed that these dogs were the Anatolian Shepherd Dogs’ ancient ancestors.
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The flock guardian of Germany, the Leonberger.
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Another of the European mountain-patrolling breeds is the Maremmani or Maremma Sheepdog of Italy.


PROTECTOR OF CHILDREN

The highly developed guarding sense of the Anatolian Shepherd Dog was put to use by Turkish women when their dogs had no flock to protect. When called upon to work in the fields, the women would sometimes tie one end of a rope around their young children’s waists and the other end to their Anatolian’s collar. The women could then go about their work in the field with no worry as to the safety of their children.
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One of the flock guardian breeds from Hungary, the Kuvasz.

There are no written records to indicate what blood may have been introduced and combined with these early canine immigrants to produce the flock guardians that followed. We do know, however, that these dogs patrolled the flocks throughout the European continent’s mountain ranges, each in his own distinctive way. Among them we find the Hungarian Komondor of the Caucasus mountains, the Leonberger of Germany, the Kuvasz of Hungary, the Marem-mani of the Italian Alps, the Great Pyrenees of France’s Pyrenean range and, of course, the magnificent dogs that lived and worked along Turkey’s Anatolian Plateau, the Anatolian Shepherd Dog.
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The Hungarian Komondor, with its distinctive corded coat, is a rare shepherding breed.

We also know, that such a dog has patrolled the inhospitable Anatolian Plateau of central Turkey for several thousand years. Little has changed about the dog, as can be witnessed in the first evidence of the breed depicted on bas-reliefs that can be viewed in the Assyrian Room of the British Museum. These accurate portrayals document the existence of the dog now known as the Anatolian Shepherd Dog as far back as 3,000 years.

The Anatolian Plateau extends from the Black to the Mediterranean Seas—the area the Greeks and Romans called Asia, later to become known as Asia Minor to distinguish it from the continent of Asia. The dogs that watched over the flocks there had to be tough in every aspect—physically hardy and totally impervious to every element nature inflicted upon them.

Torrid summer months brought triple-digit temperatures that plummeted to 60 degrees below 0 through the winter months. And then, above all, the dog had to be brave, strong and fierce enough to fight off any threat to the flocks, whether predators arrived singly or in packs.


COAT LENGTH

The variety of coat lengths and textures found in Anatolian Shepherd Dogs is created by the diverse climatic conditions that exist throughout Turkey. Through the ages, environment has imposed external differences on the breed, but these differences are invariably those that make the dog particularly suitable for the area in which he worked.



Thus was developed a large dog of weather-proof coat with strong feet and legs that could withstand rocky and frozen terrain as well as blistering sand. These were not pets or companions. Their value to the herdsmen was in their ability to save the stock from predators. No special care was given the dogs and they had to get by on the most Spartan of rations. Responding to any temptation to bring down one of the animals that they guarded to satisfy their need for sustenance meant instant death for the dog.

Turkish herdsmen called these dogs Coban Kopegi, which is simply translated to mean “Shepherd’s Dog.” As important as the dogs were to the safety and well-being of their herds, dogs were viewed as “unclean,” as is common in many Moslem countries, and were accorded little care beyond that which was necessary to keep them alive for guard duty.

One can only wonder at the little regard these amazingly brave and versatile dogs were afforded by their owners. In addition to their courage, the dogs had to be capable of performing the most subtle and complex duties. The dogs lived almost entirely on their own, interacting with the shepherds only for their minimum basic necessities. They worked, slept, ate and traveled with the sheep and goats and, for all intents and purposes, were accepted as members of the flock. Lacking direction, the dogs themselves were called upon to make decisions necessary to ensure the well-being of their flocks.
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A fine representative of today’s Anatolian Shepherd Dog.
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Today’s pet Anatolians are more likely to keep watch over the backyard than an unruly flock, but guarding instincts are still at the fore of the breed’s temperament.

When not actually sleeping among their wards, these shepherd dogs would be found on a bluff just above the flock, where not a single animal could escape their gaze. When the dogs moved about, they did so slowly and quietly to avoid exciting the flock and throwing them into panic and stampede. When a predator appeared, however, the placid demeanor of the Anatolian Shepherd Dog disappeared. The gentle flock guardian became a raging and aggressive powerhouse, strong enough to bring down the fiercest adversary.

ANATOLIAN EXPORTS

With these credentials, it comes as no surprise that eventually the dogs would capture the attention of foreign visitors. It is believed the first Anatolian Shepherd Dogs to leave Turkey went to the United States as early as the 1930s when the first dogs were given to the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) by the Turkish government. During the 1950s, Dr. Rodney Young, the archeologist responsible for the digs at the ancient Turkish city of Gordium (birthplace of the King Midas and Gordian Knot legends), also exported Anatolian Shepherd Dogs to his home in the US.

No active breeding program was initiated in the United States, however, until 1970, when Lt. Robert C. Ballard, USN, who had been stationed in Ankara, Turkey, returned to the US with his imports “Zorba” and “Peki” and produced the first recorded American-bred litter of Anatolian Shepherd pups. The year 1970 also saw the founding of the national breed club, the Anatolian Shepherd Dog Club of America (ASDCA).
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SOUND BY NATURE

Over the past several thousand years, the Anatolian Shepherd Dog has had absolutely no reason for existence other than to work on behalf of his flock master. Thus, no quarter has been given either by Nature or man in the area of unsoundness. Because of this ruthless culling, few hereditary defects exist in Turkish-bred Anatolians or in their direct descendants.




SPIKED COLLARS

The spiked iron collars that one sees in pictures of working and guard dogs of many breeds are entirely misunderstood by most observers. They are not an offensive aid as some believe. The purpose of the collars, and the reason that Anatolian Shepherd Dogs living in Turkey are equipped with them, is for the sole purpose of protecting the dog’s neck and throat from the attack of predators.
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In 1965, Anatolian Shepherds were exported to England. They were recorded by the The Kennel Club there as “Anatolian Sheepdogs,” later to be renamed “Anatolian Karabash” and then finally, in 1983, “Anatolian Shepherd Dogs.”

The ASDCA in the US met with a stumbling block in its quest for AKC recognition caused by a group that believed each of the Anatolian’s several colors represented separate and distinct breeds. This situation caused great concern with the American Kennel Club as it had with The Kennel Club in England and was, in truth, what had created the periodic change of names with the organization.

It should be noted here that the tan dogs with black noses and ears are referred to as Karabas in Turkey. The English translation is “Karabash,” meaning “black head.” Akbas (English translation “Akbash” or “white head”) describes the all-white dog in Turkish.

OFFICIAL BREED NAME

The entire matter of name and color was settled in 1983 by The Kennel Club in England. After years of hearings and what is said to have been thousands of pages of testimony, a geneticist appointed by the organization testified that Karabas/Karabash and Akbas/Akbash were simply color descriptions and that using those terms to indicate distinct breeds was incorrect, regrettable and no longer valid—the breed’s name was officially established as Anatolian Shepherd Dog. The name was also adopted by the American Kennel Club and by the Fédération Internationale Cynologique when it granted the breed full eligibility for international championship status.
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Today all colors are accepted in the Anatolian breed. This dog’s black markings are typical of what is called Karabas in Turkey, the breed’s homeland.

The Anatolian Shepherd Dog Club of Great Britain was founded in 1979, setting preservation of the distinctive qualities of this centuries-old breed as its goal. The organization has a strict code of ethics regarding breeding and the main aim of the club is to promote and preserve the breed in all of its naturally occurring coat colors and textures while at the same time ensuring stable temperament and physical soundness.

[image: image]

The Anatolian Shepherd is a large dog that requires love, companionship, a proper diet and adequate space and time for exercise. Are you able to supply these needs? If not, you should not acquire an Anatolian.
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ARE YOU READY FOR AN ANATOLIAN?

It would be hard for an observer who had never seen a full-grown Anatolian Shepherd Dog to guess that the stocky little youngsters playing in a whelping box could grow up to be such imposing adults. The little Anatolian puppy with his floppy ears, oversized feet and inquisitive expression gives little hint of things to come. However, their beguiling appearance as baby puppies are no more indicative of things to come than is their diminutive size.

In the case of the Anatolian Shepherd puppy, what you see is most definitely not what you will get. For this very reason, the person who anticipates owning an Anatolian must give serious thought to the final decision. All puppies are charming and, in most cases, even cuddly. Anatolian puppies are certainly no exception. You must remember, however, that puppies are living, breathing and very adventurous little creatures that will depend entirely upon their human owners for everything once they leave their mother and littermates behind. And, in the case of an Anatolian, the end result may be more of an undertaking than the average person might be prepared for.

Careful consideration is appropriate regardless of any breed you might be thinking about bringing into your household. But beyond that, there are special considerations for those who might be thinking about the Anatolian as their first or even next dog.

As his history tells us, the Anatolian is a flock guardian and the absence of a flock makes the Anatolian no less a guardian, a job he performs at all costs! Centuries have been invested in cultivating and developing the breed’s protective characteristics, and you must not delude yourself for a minute that you will be able to change that heritage. The Anatolian’s entire genetic structure demands that he puts to use the very reason for which the breed was established and perpetuated. His well-being depends upon his being given the opportunity to exercise the mental and physical characteristics that he has inherited.

If given no flock to guard, the Anatolian Shepherd will protect you, your children, your property and any and every living thing that might be included in the territory over which he presides.

Given these opportunities, and given the guidelines by which his conduct is governed, the puppy you bring home will develop into a well-behaved and devoted companion whose loyalty could not possibly be surpassed by any other breed of dog.

Without an owner to set the rules, the Anatolian puppy can become an overbearing adolescent who grows into a domineering and aggressive adult that will make you regret ever having even considered dog ownership. Is the dog being impossible and incorrigible? No! The dog is simply following his nature, which demands that he put his incomparable abilities to good use. He believes that you have denied him this opportunity and failed in your responsibility to show him how you want this done.

Failure to think ahead and understand the amount of time and readjustment dog ownership involves is one of the primary reasons that there are so many abandoned canines that end their lives in animal shelters. Buying a dog, especially an Anatolian Shepherd Dog, before you are absolutely sure you want to make that commitment can be a serious mistake.

Before a person decides to buy a dog, there are some very basic conditions that must be considered. One of the first significant questions that must be answered is whether or not the person who will actually be given the responsibility of the dog’s care actually wants a dog—particularly a giant dog like the Anatolian that demands a high level of discipline and direction. This may sound like a moot point, but wanting a dog and wanting to care for him properly do not necessarily go hand in hand.

Children are often wildly enthusiastic about having a dog and, undeniably, pets are a wonderful method of teaching children responsibility. It should be remembered, however, that childhood enthusiasm can inspire a youngster to promise anything to get what he wants, but that same enthusiasm may wane very quickly. Further, today’s children have extremely busy schedules with homework, extra-curricular activities and social events. Who will take care of the puppy once the novelty wears off? Again—does that person want a dog?

When there are children in the home, it must be understood that they are most likely to be considered the Anatolian’s special responsibility. While he will protect them with his life if necessary, also understand that the Anatolian may not be able to distinguish a serious threat from the play-acting that your children’s neighborhood friends may participate in while in your home. Your Anatolian does not want his children harmed by anyone!
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Anatolians are born shepherds. The flock animals accept and respect these dogs and take direction from them.

It will be entirely unfair to ask your children to govern their playtime with their friends to accommodate your Anatolian. Common sense indicates that your Anatolian is put away when visiting children are present. And that does not mean in the next room with the door ajar or on the other side of some flimsy partition. If an Anatolian believes his wards are being threatened, there are no lengths too great for him to go to rescue them.

Desire to own a dog aside, does the lifestyle of the family actually provide for responsible dog ownership? If the entire family is away from early morning to late at night, who will provide for all of a puppy’s needs? Feeding, exercise time, outdoor access and the like cannot be provided if no one is at home to do it.

That the Anatolian was forced to endure the extreme climatic conditions of Turkey with no provisions for shelter made by the shepherds does not mean that the dog should be subjected to the same treatment as a pet. The breed’s double coat serves to protect the Anatolian from all kinds of weather, but there should always be a place for the dog to retreat from rain and snow, and a shady place to rest in the heat of a summer’s day.
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We’re just having fun! Anatolian pups grow quickly and seem unaware of their great size…these 18-week-old pups can easily (and playfully!) overtake their owner.

The Anatolian requires no more than the standard care one would give any dog of its size in respect of brushing and care of the eyes, ears, foot pads and nails. The coat requires little other care except during its twice-a-year shedding periods. Vigorous daily brushing at that time will save hours of house cleaning. However, while grooming of an adult Anatolian doesn’t require as much time and patience as that for the luxuriously coated breeds, that does not mean that the breed needs no grooming—on the contrary! Lacking regular brushing, an Anatolian’s coat can deposit layers of loose hair on every surface in your home.

As great as claims are for an Anatolian’s adaptability and intelligence, remember that there is no new dog, no matter what breed, that doesn’t need to be taught every household rule that must be observed. Some dogs catch on more quickly than others, and puppies are just as inclined to forget or disregard lessons as young human children.

The requirements for Anatolian Shepherd ownership are high. Prospective owners must be willing to give the Anatolian Shepherd all the time and patience he requires to achieve his full potential. An absolutely secure environment is needed and the need for socialization must continue on through the dog’s early life. If an individual can meet the requirements of the breed, there are few breeds in the world today that can offer as much companionship and protection as Turkey’s gentle guardian of the flocks.

WHY A PURE-BRED?

Many people ask why they should get a pure-bred dog in the first place if there are so many special consideration involved. Probably the major reason, outside of the esthetic considerations, is the predictability of a pure-bred dog, a trait that is absent in mixed-breed dogs.


A GENTLER GIANT

The behavior and temperament of the Anatolian are usually much different out of his own domain than it is at home. Having no territory to protect, even the staunchest guardians when well socialized have proven to be excellent Therapy Dogs and have earned their Canine Good Citizenship certificates easily.



It is almost impossible to determine what a mixed-breed puppy will look like as an adult. More important, it is impossible to determine what the temperament of a puppy of mixed parentage is going to be like. Will he be suitable for the person or family who wishes to own him? If the puppy grows up to become too big, too hairy or too active for the owner, what then will happen to him?

Size and temperament can vary to a degree even within purebred dogs. Still, as stated, controlled breeding over many generations has produced dogs give us reasonable assurance of what the pure-bred puppy will look and act like when he reaches maturity. This predictability is more important than you might think.

Just about any dog whose background is made up of sound and sane individuals has the potential to become a loving companion. However, the predictability of a pure-bred dog offers reasonable insurance that the dog will suit not only the person’s esthetic demands but also the owner’s lifestyle.

Before you bring an Anatolian puppy into your household, visit breeders and spend as much time with both puppies and adults as you can. Be sure that the adult Anatolian is the dog that appeals to you esthetically and temperamentally, and, above all, that you will be a suitable owner for the breed.


TRUE TO HIS ANCESTRY

The characteristics of present-day Anatolians are not significantly different from those of the dogs that are working livestock guardians nor do those who cherish the breed want changes to occur. The breed remains protective and territorial, and adult Anatolians of the same sex may not always tolerate one another. The Anatolian needs a large area of confined space to exercise off-lead and is really not recommended or suited for life in the city.
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CHARACTER OF THE BREED

By this time you should be pretty well convinced of the Anatolian’s ability and desire to protect. That is all well and good, but it is up to you to channel the dog’s desire so that this breed that has been required to make decisions on its own for thousands of years doesn’t protect you and yours from that which you need no protection.
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The Anatolian is never far from his background…and never far from the flock when the opportunity arises.

A sound Anatolian that has been well trained is entirely capable of understanding “this person is OK.” Note that I said “capable of understanding.” He doesn’t come equipped with the ability to discern between the postman and a robber. That part is up to you.

The first Anatolian I met was “Toby,” a 120-pound cream-colored male, owned by a good friend of mine. The two met me at the door and Toby looked me straight in the eye without a clue as to whether I was to be “lunch” or his new best friend. My friend just said, “OK, Toby, a friend,” and then she turned to me and said, “You’ll be fine to come and go now.”

“Sure,” I thought, “I understand her, but does the dog?” Evidently Toby did understand, because he and I became fast friends and I came and went over the next few days without incident.

My next encounter with the breed was a tad more intimidating in that “Jake” was on the other side of another friend’s fenced property. When I drove up to the gate, I had to get out of my car to ring the bell that announced my arrival. Jake’s bark and bared teeth made it clear that in no uncertain terms my side of the fence is exactly where I should remain, and remain I did until my host came down and let our protective friend know I was friend and not foe.

For the rest of my weekend there, Jake was the most amiable and fun companion I could have imagined having. He was my hiking companion and, by mutual agreement, shared the guest room with me. He would also have gladly shared my bed had there been room for both of us. It was then and there that the Anatolian earned a special place on my list of breeds that I especially admire.

SECURITY

When the Anatolian worked as a guardian of the flocks, there were no fences. Rather, he staked out the territory that his herd occupied and trespassers were not permitted within those boundaries. Most of us do not live in pastures and, if we do not, we cannot afford to allow our Anatolian to define his own perimeters. It could mean instant death to an unsuspecting stray or a neighbor’s dog who did not understand that your Anatolian had included part of the road in his stakeout.

No Anatolian should be in a home that does not have a property that is secured by a fence of adequate height—at least 5 or 6 feet (152–183 cms)—and that has gates that can be locked. There can be no exceptions to this rule.

The Anatolian is not a dog that can be left on his own continuously. Yes, he spent little time with the shepherd in his life on the Anatolian Plateau, but don’t forget, he was working then. He was not only a protector but also a member of the flock with whom he lived. Thus, he had companionship. He had something to do and lots of woolly whites to do it with. Denied the opportunity to serve and protect, the Anatolian could easily develop behavioral problems, often manifested in destructive digging.

The Anatolian is an ideal family dog in that he is able to share his devotion with every member of the family and has an innate ability to adjust his own mood to that of a particular family member. Do understand that your Anatolian will be on patrol at all times and will advise you vocally of the least suspicious sound or movement. In other words, the Anatolian barks. This is especially so with the young Anatolian who is still learning what is a threat and what isn’t. Time and supervision help in this situation, but your Anatolian is going to let you know when there is anything going on that he isn’t quite sure should be taking place. His only way of doing so is vocally.


[image: image]

TRAINING THE ANATOLIAN

Commonly used training techniques may not always work with Anatolians, and new owners should stay in touch with the breeder from whom their dog was purchased so that they can be guided through problem training periods. Force does not work with this breed, and patience is high on the list of virtues a good trainer must possess.



TRAINABILITY

When you think about training an Anatolian Shepherd, you must first stop to remember his history: as sole guardian of the flock, this dog was expected to make sound decisions based on the welfare of his charges. That takes having a mind of his own and little or no experience in blindly following orders just because someone blurted them out.

Can you train an Anatolian? The answer is yes. Will it be easy? Well, a lot will depend on the individual dog and your ability as a trainer. Don’t, however, expect your Anatolian to do things like dash off after and retrieve a ball 88 times in a row. The Anatolian is more apt to assume if you’ve thrown something away, you probably don’t want it. And if he does bring the ball or tossed item back to you and you immediately throw it again, he’s far more apt to give you a puzzled look that tells you he thinks you’ve taken leave of your senses. In other words, blind and seemingly pointless obedience is not the Anatolian’s strong suit. Anatolians have acquired obedience degrees in competitions, but I wouldn’t anticipate their pressing Goldens or Border Collies in accumulating top awards.

There are times when your Anatolian needs correction, and you must be forthright and uncompromising in this respect. This, however, never means striking your dog. A rap on the nose with a finger or holding his head in your hands with eye-to-eye contact and a stern “No!” may well be necessary. The young alpha-type Anatolian male particularly can try and flex his dominance muscles. He must be made to understand that it is you who establishes and maintains law and order. Firmness will not shatter the Anatolian, but harsh methods can destroy the dog’s personality and trainability.

Repetition and determination work best with the breed and, once learned, lessons seem almost a natural part of the Anatolian’s character. Avoidance of bad habits works best. Not allowing unwanted behavior to occur in the first place is infinitely simpler than trying to convince your Anatolian to stop something he has been doing all along.

WITH OTHER PETS AND ANIMALS

Our Anatolian friend Toby lives in a home that also includes what I refer to as an entire “flock” of Papillons. When visiting there, I have watched in awe as the Papillons—adults and puppies—climb over and under this quadruple-dip vanilla mountain. The oldsters cuddle up next to him to keep warm and the puppies dangle happily off his ears. When the “Papillon Wrecking Crew” gets to be too much for the patience of this gentle giant, he simply nudges them aside and then stands by patiently for the next assault. But let a stranger or strange dog even threaten to harm a member of his little flock and Toby is ready, willing and able to turn himself into a canine tornado capable of taking down a full-grown man.

This is the same dog that amazingly plays sentry the minute he realizes one of the Papillon mothers-to-be is about to commence whelping. And this he knows long before there are any signs discernible to the humans who are in residence. No man or beast is permitted beyond the whelping room door other than his owner or the individuals to which his owner gives the OK, and then only when she is present.

Another Anatolian whom I got to know on a one-to-one basis is owned by a young lady who suffers from a physical disability. She uses her friend and companion as an assistance dog. He is always directly at her side to steady and support the woman to whom he is so obviously devoted.

Her Anatolian accompanies her everywhere, but I see them most often at dog shows where strange dogs of all shapes and sizes pass by. Her boy, however, ignores them all and usually will be seen fast asleep in the corner of a room somewhere just far enough away where he can keep a closed but somehow still watchful eye on his mistress. All his owner needs to do is attempt to rise from her chair and he is at her side. His awareness and keen sensitivity to her needs are remarkable and touching.

Your Anatolian would be no less diligent, watchful and tolerant if your other pets were cats, rodents or birds. But do note that I said your other pets. Woe be to the strange dog or other beast that might trespass! It had better be fleet of foot!

HEALTH CONCERNS IN THE ANATOLIAN BREED

The Anatolian Shepherd is still close to his Spartan working dog origins and presently has few significant genetic problems to concern new owners or breeders. The breed lives to a surprisingly old age for a dog so large. A well-cared-for Anatolian may easily live to be 11 or 12, many into their teens. Like all large dogs, however, the breed can occasionally be susceptible to hip and elbow problems, but responsible breeders continue to have their dogs x-rayed and seek certification for all breeding stock. The Anatolian can be extremely sensitive to anesthesia and anyone owning the breed should advise his vet of this problem. It is important to remind vets and their technicians of this periodically to avoid its being overlooked in notes kept on your dog.


DOGS, DOGS, GOOD FOR YOUR HEART!

People usually purchase dogs for companionship, but studies show that dogs can help to improve their owners’ health and level of activity, as well as lower a human’s risk of coronary heart disease. Without even realizing it, when a person puts time into exercising, grooming and feeding a dog, he also puts more time into his own personal health care. Dog owners establish more routine schedules for their dogs to follow, which can have positive effects on their own health. Dogs also teach us patience, offer unconditional love and provide the joy of having a furry friend to pet!

[image: image]



Another congenital defect occasionally found in the breed is entropion, a condition in which the eyelid rolls in toward the eye, allowing the lashes to rub against and irritate the cornea. It is important to consult your vet if excessive tearing or irritation persists.

Some instances of hypothyroidism have been reported in the breed as well. Hypothyroidism is a condition in which the thyroid gland malfunctions, resulting in reduced output. The signs may include poor coat, lethargy and weakness, along with poor appetite in spite of increased weight gain. Treatment usually requires long-term, even lifetime, medication.

Although bloat (gastric torsion or dilatation) is not actually known to be an inherited problem, it does occur often in large deep-chested breeds such as the Anatolian. Little is known about the actual cause of bloat. Many theories have been offered, but none actually proven. This often-fatal condition seems to occur frequently at night after the dog has had a large meal, ingested a great deal of water and then exercises strenuously.

Symptoms can range from a severe attack of gas to death. It can occur so suddenly and swiftly that only immediate attention by a vet experienced in dealing with the condition will save your dog’s life.

Simply described, bloat causes the stomach to rotate so that both ends are closed off. The food contained in the stomach ferments but the gases cannot escape, thereby causing the stomach to swell, greatly pressuring the entire diaphragm and consequently leading to extreme cardiac and respiratory complications. The affected dog is in extreme pain and death can follow very quickly unless the gas is released through surgery. Again, immediate veterinary assistance is necessary if your dog displays any symptoms of bloat. Symptoms and prevention are discussed at more length in the health chapter.

[image: image]




End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   


OEBPS/images/pg062.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg065.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg066.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg063.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg064.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg085.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg086.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg087.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg088.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg080-2.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg082.jpg
Period

FirsT
To
THIRD

FOurTH

FIFTH

JUuvENILE

CANINE DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE

It is important to understand how and at what age a puppy develops into adulthood.
If you are a puppy owner, consult the following Canine Development Schedule to
determine the stage of development your puppy is currently experiencing.

This knowledge will help you as you work with the puppy in the weeks and months ahead.

Age

BIRTH
To
SEVEN
WEEKs

EiGHT
T
TWELVE
WEEKs

THIRTEEN
To
SIXTEEN
WEEKs

Four
To
EiGHT
MonTHs

Characteristics

Puppy needs food, sleep and warmth, and responds to
simple and gentle touching. Needs mother for security and
disciplining. Needs littermates for learning and interacting
with other dogs. Pup learns to function within a pack and
learns pack order of dominance. Begin socializing with
adults and children for short periods. Begins to become
aware of his environment.

Brain is fully developed. Needs socializing with outside
world. Remove from mother and littermates. Needs to
change from canine pack to human pack. Human
dominance necessary. Fear period occurs between 8 and 12
weeks. Avoid fright and pain.

Training and formal obedience should begin. Less
association with other dogs, more with people, places,
situations. Period will pass easily if you remember this is
pup’s change-to-adolescence time. Be firm and fair. Flight
instinct prominent. Permissiveness and over-disciplining can
do permanent damage. Praise for good behavior.

Another fear period about 7 to 8 months of age. It passes
quickly, but be cautious of fright and pain. Sexual maturity
reached. Dominant traits established. Dog should
understand sit, down, come and stay by now.

NOTE: THESE ARE APPROXIMATE TIME FRAMES. ALLOW FOR INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES IN PUPPIES.
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HEALTH AND VACCINATION SCHEDULE
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Worm Control | ¢/ v v v v v v
Neutering v
Heartworm v v v v
Parvovirus | &/ v v v v
Distemper v v v v
Hepatitis v v 4 v
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Dental b v v v
Complete Physical v v v
Coronavirus v v v
Kennel Cough| ¢/
Hip Dysplasia [4
Rabies ("4

Vaccinations are not instantly effective. It takes about two weeks for the dog’s immune system to develop
antibodies. Most vaccinations require annual booster shots. Your veterinarian should guide you in this regard.
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DISEASE REFERENCE CHART

What is it?

Severe disease that affects
the intemal organs;
can be spread to people.

Potentially deadly virus that
infects warm-blooded mammls.

Highly contagious virus,

potentially deadly.

Contagious respiratory infection.

Disease primarily affecting
Tespiatory and nervous system.

Virus primaril affecting
the liver.

Virus resulting in
digestive problems.

What causes it?

‘A bacterium, which is often carried by rodents, that
enters through mucous membranes and spreads
quickly throughout the body.

Bite from a carier of the virus,
‘mainly wild animals.

Ingestion of the virus, which is usually spread
through the feces of infected dogs.

Combination of types of bacteria and virus.

Most common: Bordetella bronchiseptica bacteria
and parainfluenza virus.

Virus that i related to the human measles virus.

‘Canine adenovirus type | (CAV-1). Enters system
‘when dog breathes in particles.

Virus is spread through infected dog’sfeces.

()

A

Range from fever, vomiting and loss of appetite in less
severe cases to shock, imeversible kidney damage and
possibly death in most severe cases.

Symptoms

Tst stage: dog exhibits change in behavir, fear.
Ind stage: dog’s behavior becomes more aggressive.
3rd stage: loss of coordination trouble with bodily functions.

Most common: severe diarrhea.
‘Alsovomiting, fatigue, lack of appetite.

Chronic cough.

Mild symptoms such as fever, lack of appetite and mucous.
‘secretion progress to evidence of brain damage, “hard pad™

Lesser symptoms include listlessness,diarrhea, vomiting, More:
severe symptoms include “blue-eye” (clumps of virus in eye).

Stomach upset evidenced by lack of appetite,
vomiting, diarrhea.
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INTERNAL ORGANS OF THE ANATOLIAN SHEPHERD DOG
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Burns
Place the affected area under cool water;
use ice if only a small area is burnt.

Insect bites
Apply ice to relieve swelling;
antihistamine dosed properly.

Animal bites
Clean any bleeding area; apply pressure
until bleeding subsides; go to the vet.

Spider bites
Use cold compress and a pressurized
pack to inhibit venom’ spreading.

Antifreeze poisoning
Induce vomiting with hydrogen peroxide.
Seek immediate veterinary help!

Fish hooks
Removal best handled by vet;
hook must be cut in order to remove.

Snake bites

Pack ice around bite; contact vet
quickly; identify snake for proper
antivenin.

First Aid at a Glance

Car accident
Move dog from roadway with blanket;
seek veterinary aid.

Shock
Calm the dog; keep him warm; seek
immediate veterinary help.

Nosebleed
Apply cold compress to the nose; apply
pressure to any visible abrasion.

Bleeding
Apply pressure above the area; treat
wound by applying a cotton pack.

Heat stroke
Submerge dog in cold bath; cool down
with fresh air and water; go to the vet.

Frostbite/Hypothermia
‘Warm the dog with a warm bath, electric
blankets or hot water bottles.

Abrasions

Clean the wound and wash out
thoroughly with fresh water;
apply antiseptic.

to bite a helping hand from fear and confusion.

' ' Remember: an injured dog may attempt ' '
( X ] ( X ]

Always muzzle the dog before trying to offer assistance.





OEBPS/images/pg129.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg123.jpg
i





OEBPS/images/pg124.jpg





OEBPS/images/pg125.jpg
HOMEOPATHIC REMEDIES FOR YOUR DOG

Symptom/Ailment
ALLERGIES
ALOPECIA

ANAL GLANDS (BLOCKED)
ARTHRITIS
CATARACT

CONSTIPATION
COUGHING
DIARRHEA

DRY EYE

EAR PROBLEMS
EYE PROBLEMS
GLAUCOMA

HEAT STROKE
HICCOUGHS

HIP DYSPLASIA
INCONTINENCE
INSECT BITES
ITCHING

KENNEL COUGH
MASTITIS
MOTION SICKNESS
PATELLAR LUXATION
PENIS PROBLEMS
PUPPY TEETHING

Possible Remedy
Apis Mellifica 30c, Astacus Fluviatilis 6c, Pulsatilla 30c, Urtica Urens 6¢
Alumina 30¢, Lycopodium 30c, Sepia 30c, Thallium 6¢
Hepar Sulphuris Calcareum 30c, Sanicula ¢, Silicea 6¢
Rhus Toxicodendron 6c, Bryonia Alba 6c
Calcarea Carbonica 6c, Conium Maculatum 6c, Phosphorus 30, Silicea 30¢
Alumina 6c, Carbo Vegetabilis 30c, Graphites 6, Nitricum Acidum 30, Silicea 6c
Aconitum Napellus 6¢, Belladonna 30c, Hyoscyamus Niger 30c, Phosphorus 30¢

Arsenicum Album 30c, Aconitum Napellus 6¢, Chamomilla 30c, Mercurius Corrosivus 30¢

Tincum Metallicum 30¢

‘Aconitum Napellus 30c, Belladonna 30c, Hepar Sulphuris 30c, Tellurium 30c, Psorinum 200¢c
Borax 6, Aconitum Napellus 30c, Graphites 6c, Staphysagria 6c, Thuja Occidentalis 30c
‘Aconitum Napellus 30c, Apis Mellifica 6c, Phosphorus 30¢

Belladonna 30c, Gelsemium Sempervirens 30¢, Sulphur 30c

Cinchona Deficinalis 6¢c

Colocynthis 6¢, Rhus Toxicodendron 6c, Bryonia Alba 6¢

Argentum Nitricum 6¢, Causticum 30c, Conium Maculatum 30c, Pulsatilla 30c, Sepia 30c

Apis Mellifica 30c, Cantharis 30c, Hypericum Perforatum 6c, Urtica Urens 30¢
Alumina 30¢, Arsenicum Album 30c, Carbo Vegetabilis 30c, Hypericum Perforatum 6¢, Mezerium 6c, Sulphur 30c
Drosera 6c, Ipecacuanha 30c

Apis Mellifica 30c, Belladonna 30c, Urtica Urens Im

Coceulus 6c, Petroleum 6¢c

Gelsemium Sempervirens 6¢, Rhus Toxicodendron 6¢

‘Aconitum Napellus 30c, Hepar Sulphuris Calcareum 30c, Pulsatilla 30c, Thuja Occidentalis 6¢

Calcarea Carbonica 6c, Chamomilla 6, Phytolacca 6c
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