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Preface

Welcome to Minnesota!

We’re excited to make the North Star State the latest volume in Uncle John’s regional Bathroom Reader series because nowhere else is the lutefisk as tender, the winter as wondrous, or the reception as warm. So grab your fishing pole and bring along your best Scandinavian accent. We’re taking the plunge into the Land of 10,000 Lakes.

The home of Prince, Keillor, and a big ball of twine. It’s the place where Mary Tyler Moore made it after all and Laura Ingalls Wilder lived underground. When it comes to culture, cleverness, and kitsch, Minnesota’s got it. So Uncle John recruited a group of Minnesota lovers to put together this collection of the most interesting tales the state has to offer. Here’s a sampling:

History: From bringing down bandits to striking with Teamsters to battling the Confederacy at Gettysburg, Minnesotans have played fundamental roles in some of America’s most pivotal historical events.

Hometowns: If you want to visit the Hockey Hall of Fame, the birthplace of the Eskimo Pie, or the smallest town in the United States, you can do it in Minnesota.

Business and Industry: Minnesota is the birthplace of many of America’s most recognizable brands. Find out the history behind Target, General Mills, Pillsbury, Green Giant, Tonka Toys, and others.

Sports: Whether you’re a fan of the Wild, the Vikings, or Carleton College’s naked softball games, we’ve got it covered.

And if you have questions…


•Why are the Twin Cities called “twins”?

•Just how many bathrooms are there inside the Mall of America?

•Where’s the world’s largest prairie chicken?

•Why did Hall of Famer Dave Winfield swing a sledgehammer in the on-deck circle?

•How did General Mills’ Gold Medal flour get its name?

•Who haunts the Guthrie Theater?

•What’s the deal with the Kensington rune stone?



We have answers.

So relax, grab a Spamwich, and join us for this journey through a state that has so much more to offer than ice, wind, freezing temperatures, and snow.

As always, go with the flow …


Fact or Fiction?

One of Minnesota’s most enduring mysteries involves the Kensington rune stone, an engraved rock that may or may not prove Scandinavians reached the interior of America long before Columbus. The evidence on both sides is compelling. What do you think?

The Story

In 1898, a Swedish immigrant farmer named Olof Ohman and his ten-year-old son Edward found a flat stone slab buried beneath a tree on their property. The Ohmans were clearing the hillside for farming and digging up trees that would be in the way of their field. The gray stone was 30 inches long, 16 inches wide, 6 inches thick, and weighed 200 pounds. It was buried facedown six inches below the surface and was completely tangled in the tree’s roots. Edward noticed that the stone was engraved with symbols, but neither he nor his father nor anyone they knew understood what the symbols meant. So Ohman lugged the stone home and, ever the practical Minnesotan, used it as a doorstop in his granary.

Pretty soon, though, word got around about the stone. It went first to the University of Minnesota to be examined and then on to the University of Chicago. Copies of the inscription were even sent to scientists in Norway. The symbols etched into the stone, it turns out, were runes—a type of writing used by ancient Scandinavians—and they conveyed the following message:

Eight Goths and 22 Norwegians on a journey of exploration from Vinland very far west. We had camp by two rocky islands one day’s journey north from this stone. We were out fishing one day. After we came home we found 10 men red with blood and dead. Ave Maria save us from evil. Have 10 men by the sea to look after our ships 14 days’ journey from this island. Year 1362.

Year 1362? That was 130 years before Columbus arrived in the New World and more than 300 years after Viking Leif Eriksson landed in Newfoundland and called the area Vinland. Given those facts, the men studying the stone were left with one main question: Was the stone for real, or was it a hoax perpetuated by Scandinavian immigrants eager to prove that their ancestors, and not the Italians, had actually discovered America?

Most scholars called the stone a forgery, but some believed it was true. Many laypeople were also convinced of the stone’s authenticity. In 1907, a University of Wisconsin graduate student named Hjalmar Holand bought the stone from Ohman. It’s unclear exactly how much Holand paid, but by all accounts, it was between $1 and $10. Holand then took the stone to Minnesota Historical Society geologist Newton Horace Winchell and linguist George Flom from the University of Illinois. After careful examination, the men published conflicting opinions in 1910: Winchell deemed the stone authentic, and Flom called it a fake.

The debate about the stone’s authenticity has raged for the last 100 years. Linguists, runic scholars, and archeologists all over the world have studied the stone and continue to disagree.

At one point, the stone was called an absolute forgery, but in the 1940s, it was displayed at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C., and called one of North America’s most important archeological finds. There is still no consensus, so Uncle John has pieced together the evidence for and against and will let you decide.

Evidence of a Hoax


•No one can prove Olof Ohman’s story is true. He and his son removed the stone from its resting place, cut down the tree, and plowed the field. There’s no way to verify that the stone was found as they claimed.

•The face of the stone doesn’t appear to show enough weathering to have spent 500 years in the freezing, thawing, and refreezing Minnesota ground.

•Some of the runes seem to show English words not used in Scandinavia during the 14th century.

•As far as scholars know, the rune for the word opdagelsefard, which means “voyage of discovery,” wasn’t part of the Scandinavian language until several hundred years after the 1362 date on the stone.

•Historical record shows that Scandinavians were sea explorers, not land explorers, so it’s unlikely that they would have ventured so far into North America.



Evidence of Authenticity


•Olof Ohman was an uneducated immigrant. He probably would not have had the knowledge of ancient runes needed to create the stone.

•The back of the stone shows more weathering than the face. Since Ohman said he found the stone facedown, it’s possible that the face would be less weathered.

•Cormorant Lake, near the spot of the stone’s discovery, may have been the place where the explorers camped. Boulders with drilled holes that resemble Norwegian mooring rocks have been found at Cormorant Lake. Ancient Norse explorers used these types of boulders to anchor their boats.

•There was a Scandinavian expedition to Greenland in the 1360s, and some of the explorers ventured beyond that original destination. One of the explorers wrote a book about the expedition, and although no copies of that book exist today, it is referenced in other historical works. This leads scholars to believe the book and the expedition did exist, though they don’t know exactly where the explorers went.



That’s It?

There is an alternative theory. Perhaps the stone is authentic but was not etched in Minnesota. Some scientists have suggested that it was moved from its original spot on the coast and brought to Minnesota on a later expedition. Who would have carried it and why, however, remain a mystery.

Whether real or fake, the rune stone continues to be the source of great speculation and mystery in Minnesota, and all the debate doesn’t appear to be dying down anytime soon. So if you want to get in on the discussion or just examine the rune stone for yourself, take a trip to Alexandria, Minnesota, where it is currently on display at the Runestone Museum.


Minnesota on the Map

Your guide to some of the cities, towns, and communities discussed in the following pages.
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Just the Facts, Ma’am

Take a quick look at Minnesota.

Population: 5,100,958

Capital: Saint Paul

State motto: L’Etoile du Nord (“The Star of the North”)

Land area: 79,610 square miles

Length (north to south): 411 miles

Width (east to west): 357 miles

Highest point: Eagle Mountain, 2,301 feet

Lowest point: Lake Superior, 602 feet

Total area of inland water: 4,779 square miles

Average January temperature: 11.2 degrees

Average July temperature: 73.1 degrees

Record low temperature: -60 degrees (1996)

Record high temperature: 114 degrees (1917 and 1936)

Average annual precipitation: 28.32 inches

Average annual snowfall: 49.6 inches

Organized as a territory: March 3, 1849

Gained statehood: May 11, 1858 (32nd state to enter the Union)

Number of U.S. Representatives: 8

Voter turnout in the 2004 presidential election: 77.3% (the highest in the United States)

Number of counties: 87

Number of state parks: 66 (226,000 acres)

Number of state forests: 58 (almost 4 million acres)

Number of national parks: 2 (Voyageurs and Isle Royale, shared with Michigan)

Land borders: Iowa, North Dakota, South Dakota, Wisconsin, and Canada

Rankings among all 50 states
(source: Morgan Quinto Press, 2005):
Most Livable State: #2
Healthiest State: #4
Smartest State: #7



DID YOU KNOW?

Coniferous forest covers 40 percent of the state of Minnesota.






My Saint’s as Good as Yours!

A Finnish patron saint born in Minnesota? Now there’s a story!

Winters are long in Minnesota. By the time March 17 (Saint Patrick’s Day) rolls around, the locals know spring is in the air and are ready for a rollicking good carouse. And carouse they do. Which got Richard Mattson thinking …

He Was Finnish Before He Started

It may have been a bit too much of the green beer that did it on Saint Patrick’s Day in 1956. But Richard Mattson, an employee of Ketola’s Department Store in Virginia, Minnesota, suddenly found himself consumed with jealousy at all the fun the people of Irish descent were having. Not that he wasn’t having a good time himself; he was celebrating along with the best of them. It was just that Mattson, whose ancestors came from Finland, thought his people deserved festivities of their own.

Mattson’s plan was simple: invent a Finnish saint to rival Saint Patrick, and declare March 16 his feast day. The date was strategically crucial to the plan. If all went well, there would be two days of celebration to chase away those winter blues instead of just one. That the date would also steal a little thunder from the Irish celebrations didn’t hurt a bit. Mattson just needed a hook.

Poisonous … Frogs?

If Ireland’s saint drove away the island’s snake population, Mattson theorized, Finland certainly could have been cleansed of poisonous frogs. Granted, frogs have never been much of a problem in Finland. In fact, frogs don’t generally do well in cold climates like Finland’s. No matter. Mattson didn’t let those pesky details stop him from pushing forward with his plan.

Mattson wasn’t the only one who liked the idea of a Finnish saint’s day. Many people thought he was on to something. Dr. Sulo Havumaki, a psychology professor at Bemidji State College, thought the idea was great, although he believed the legend could be improved. Havumaki changed the frogs to grasshoppers—they’re both jumping critters, after all. And to give the legend a little more drama, Havumaki’s story claimed that the grasshoppers were attacking Finland’s vineyards.

The details get tricky here. Meticulous readers will no doubt question the veracity of the grasshopper legend, noting that Finland is not generally known for growing grapes and hasn’t got much of a wine industry. Picky, picky.

Name That Saint

Now came the important part. What should they name the new “saint”? Mattson and his supporters needed a name with gravitas, a name that sounded, well … saintly. It just so happened that Urho Kekkonen became president of Finland that year (1956). Urho is a common Finnish name, and it sounded just right, Mattson decided. Thus, Saint Urho was born. He became the patron saint of Finland and of vineyard workers.

Can You Hear the Music, Grasshopper?

According to the legend, Saint Urho faced down the grasshoppers by shouting in a booming voice, Heinässirkka, heinässirkka, mene täältä hiiteen. That strange-looking mouthful means, “Grasshopper, grasshopper, go to hell.” And the grasshoppers listened, thereby saving Finland’s vineyards and the vintners’ jobs. Out of respect, revelers on Saint Urho’s Day wear purple and green: purple for the grapes and green for the grasshoppers.

Mattson’s legend spread throughout Minnesota and Canada. The celebration even made its way to Finland, where it continues to be observed with gusto. Mojakka, a Finnish fish stew, is traditionally eaten on Saint Urho’s Day, accompanied by green or purple beer.

Back in the United States, there are annual Saint Urho’s Day celebrations on March 16 all over the Midwest. The most popular take place in the Minnesota towns of Finlayson, Menahga, and Finland, where one of the main events is the crowning of a drag queen called Miss Helmi (Helmi is a popular Finnish girl’s name, undoubtedly chosen to highlight the fact that the contestants are all male). Saint Urho’s Day has even spread west. The town of Hood River, Oregon, holds an annual festival where, according to one Web site, “The Knights of Saint Urho disrobe and dance the tango with the lovely Iron Maidens to inspiring accordion music.”


Fly That Flag

There sure is a lot of symbolism on the Minnesota state flag.

The Background


•The flag’s official background is royal blue and represents the many lakes for which the state is known. In fact, Minnesota takes its name from a Dakota word that means “sky-tinted waters.”

•The first designer of the flag was Amelia Center, who imagined it to include the state’s seal on blue on one side and the seal on white on the reverse. That was difficult to produce, however, so in 1957, the flag was redesigned to have a blue background on both sides.



The Seal


•There are 19 stars surrounding the state seal because Minnesota was the 19th state admitted to the Union after the original 13. The largest star represents Minnesota.

•The original state seal included an image of a Native American fleeing on horseback as a white farmer plowed his field; the farmer’s gun and powder horn rest nearby. This implied that settlement was possible only with the removal of the native people. In 1983, the seal was redesigned to show the Indian simply passing the farmer, rather than fleeing him—an attempt to show a more amiable relationship between the two cultures.



[image: ]


•A wreath of lady’s slippers, the state flower, surrounds the seal, and there are three dates woven into the wreath: 1819, the year Fort Snelling was established; 1858, the year Minnesota became a state; and 1893, the year the state legislature adopted the official flag.

•Also woven into the wreath is a red banner that proclaims Minnesota’s motto: L’Etoile du Nord, “The Star of the North.”





DID YOU KNOW?

Minnesota is the second northernmost state in the nation; only Alaska is farther north.






Saint Paul:
A Capital City

Though not as populous or world famous as its twin,
Minnesota’s capital is a town with ’tude.

Town: Saint Paul

Location: Ramsey County

Founding: 1838

Current population: 287,151

Size: 56.2 square miles

Median age: 31

County seat: Yes

What’s in a Name?

Saint Paul was originally known as “Pig’s Eye Landing,” for Pierre “Pig’s Eye” Parrant, a tavern owner who made the first land claim in the area. Thankfully, in 1841, a Roman Catholic missionary named Lucien Galtier came along and took pity on the city of swine. He built a log chapel, dedicated it to Saint Paul, and changed the town’s name. Seventeen years later, when the United States admitted Minnesota to the Union, Saint Paul (née Pig’s Eye Landing) became the state capital. Take that, Minneapolis!

Claims to Fame:


•In spite of its heavenly name, Saint Paul was a haven for Prohibition-era gangsters. During the 1920s and 1930s, notorious noteworthies including John Dillinger, Baby Face Nelson, and the Barker gang set up criminal operations in Saint Paul. They robbed banks, trains, and mail trucks; kidnapped hostages for ransom; and caused general mayhem until they were captured or killed by the FBI.

•Since 1910, Saint Paul has been home to the corporate headquarters of 3M (the Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company). From waterproof sandpaper to Scotch tape to Post-it notes, 3M has given the world some of its most recognizable and useful products.

•Writer F. Scott Fitzgerald was born in Saint Paul and spent much of his young life there. He attended the Saint Paul Academy, and his first published work was a detective story for the school’s newspaper; he was 13.

•Saint Paul is home to America’s only full-time professional chamber orchestra, the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra.

•Billed as America’s oldest winter festival, Saint Paul Winter Carnival brings thousands of visitors to the city every year. It all began in 1885, when a New York reporter called winter in Saint Paul “unfit for human habitation.” The Saint Paul Chamber of Commerce took offense and held the first Saint Paul Winter Carnival to celebrate the city and to show the world that Minnesotans happily “habitated” in their capital during the winter months.



To read about Minneapolis, turn to page 30.


Grape Expectations

Minnesota vintners’ passion for wine and the efforts of local scientists have created a wine industry in a state more often associated with ice fishing, snowmobiles, and beer.

Tough Grapes Don’t Whine

In some ways, Southern Minnesota is well suited to producing wine grapes. After all, the famous French vineyards in Bordeaux grow at a latitude of 45 degrees north, the same as Minneapolis. There’s a catch, of course: Bordeaux doesn’t have Minnesota’s short growing season and those killer winters where temperatures drop to -30 degrees.

This fact didn’t stop Minnesota wine lovers who tried to grow wine-producing grapes despite the climate. One of the first was August Schell, who founded the August Schell Brewery in 1860. Schell planted vineyards on his estate to make wine for his family, and he did cultivate a small crop, but it was a challenging process.

Traditional French wine grapes can withstand a low temperature of about -5 degrees. Hybrids (French grapes crossed with American varieties) are hardier, but still can only survive temperatures that reach -20 degrees. Given that Minnesota’s winter temperatures can be even colder, these grapevines can’t make it through the winter there without special protection.

To keep vineyards alive during the winter, Minnesota growers had to detach grapevines from their trellises in the fall, lay them in trenches, and then cover them with soil or straw. The vines remained covered until the spring thaw when they could be retrellised for another crop. For larger vineyards, this meant burying and resurrecting thousands of vines every year, a job that kept costs high. Even for smaller vineyards, it was still a lot of work. And despite this intensive and expensive winter care, there was no guarantee that the vines would thrive come spring.

The Frontenac

What local vintners needed was a grape that could produce a great drinking wine but withstand sleet, snow, and winters of -30 degrees. In the 1970s, researchers at the University of Minnesota began a project of breeding new grape varieties in an attempt to create a cold-hardy wine grape.

After much research and experimentation, the university researchers shared the fruits of their labor in 1996. They introduced a grape for commercial sale that was hardy to about -35 degrees. They named the grape “Frontenac,” for a town in the Mississippi River valley where most of Minnesota’s wine grapes are grown.

Frontenac grapes were a huge success. They produced a red wine that connoisseurs said had delicious cherry and blackberry overtones. Best of all, Frontenac vines don’t have to be buried in winter. The grape is now the most widely grown red-wine grape in Minnesota and has become a mainstay of regional wineries throughout the upper Midwest and Northeast.

After the Frontenac came two more cold-hardy wine grapes: La Crescent (named for one of Minnesota’s Mississippi River towns) and Frontenac Gris. La Crescent makes a white wine with apricot, citrus, and pineapple aromas. Frontenac Gris produces a crisp, flavorful blush wine.

A State of Wine

Thanks to these cold-climate grapes, Minnesota’s wine industry is growing. In 1998, there were only four bonded wineries in the state. By 2005, there were 16. Below is a list of the Minnesota wineries that use cold-hardy grapes.

Alexis Bailly in Hastings

Falconer Vineyards Winery in Red Wing

Fieldstone Vineyards in Morgan

Cannon River Winery in Cannon Falls

Morgan Creek Vineyards in New Ulm

Saint Croix Vineyards in Stillwater

Brush Wolf Winery in Alexandria



DID YOU KNOW?

The freezing temperatures that created such a challenge for classic wine growers also enabled Minnesotans to specialize in a different imbibing favorite: ice wine. Ice wine is a dessert wine traditionally made in Austria and Germany; immigrants brought the skill with them to Minnesota. To make ice wine, vintners leave white wine grapes to freeze on the vine. The frozen grapes then must be harvested and pressed before they can thaw.






Minnesota’s Most Famous Shy Person

“It’s been a quiet week in Lake Wobegon …”

In 1985, Time magazine named Garrison Keillor “Minnesota’s Most Famous Shy Person”—an oxymoron, if ever there were one. As host of the NPR radio show A Prairie Home Companion and author of more than ten books and numerous articles for newspapers and magazines, Keillor’s public persona is anything but shy.

The Wonder Years

Garrison Keillor was born Gary Edward Keillor on August 7, 1942, in Anoka, Minnesota. His parents were Plymouth Brethren, a fundamentalist Christian denomination. They were strict and didn’t allow a television in their home until Gary was a teenager. But they did allow radio, and young Gary liked listening to music. He also wrote poetry. When Gary was 14, he took the name “Garrison” as a nom de plume to publish his poems.

Keillor attended the University of Minnesota intermittently from 1960 to graduation in 1966. He dropped out in 1962 to work for a local newspaper but soon returned to school. Even then, though, his attention stayed mostly on writing (specifically for the student newspaper and literary magazine), and his GPA hovered around 2.0.

He bumped into the radio business by chance as a college freshman. One story Keillor tells has it that he had a crush on a Danish exchange student, so when he learned that the Danish Royal Ballet was performing, he went to the student radio station and offered to interview all of the dancers, hoping to impress her. True or not, the exchange student became his second wife in 1985. It’s much more likely, though, that Keillor took a job announcing on the radio because it was easier than washing dishes and paid just as well.

Master of the Airwaves

Still trying to make it as a writer, Keillor saw radio as a source of steady income. In 1969, he got a job as a classical radio announcer at KSJR, the first station in what became Minnesota Public Radio. Soon he was hosting the morning show, his mellifluous voice shepherding Twin Cities commuters to work. At the same time, he started writing stories for the New Yorker magazine. The magazine published his first submission, a 400-word story called “Local Family Keeps Son Happy,” an impressive feat for an unknown writer. His experience writing for the New Yorker was a good one. Keillor says, “I had a great time there and was well treated.”

Home, Sweet Prairie

In 1974, the New Yorker assigned Keillor to write an article on “The Grand Ole Opry” radio program. This assignment was a turning point for Keillor. The Opry, with its hodgepodge of country music numbers and folksy comedy sketches, inspired him to create a Saturday afternoon radio variety show. Keillor chose the name for his program from a sign in Moorhead, Minnesota: Prairie Home Cemetery. Keillor thought he had better not include the word “cemetery,” though.

A Prairie Home Companion debuted on Minnesota Public Radio on July 6, 1974. The first live broadcast was from the theater at Saint Paul’s Macalester College. Garrison Keillor stood on the stage in the 400-seat auditorium and performed for 12 audience members, most of them children. There were more people backstage than that!

The show itself was comedic and corny. Keillor interspersed performances from local folk musicians with comedy sketches. He performed a weekly monologue and related the local news. Since public radio is commercial-free, Keillor wrote and performed fictitious commercial spots for fake goods like Powdermilk Biscuits and Jack’s Auto Repair of Lake Wobegon. The show, which recalled the campiness of old-time radio, hit just the right nostalgic note.

Lake Wobegon

The centerpiece of A Prairie Home Companion and subject of many of Keillor’s books is Lake Wobegon (likely a play on the word “woebegone”), Keillor’s fictional hometown. Lake Wobegon is based loosely on the small town of Freeport, Minnesota. Keillor says it started out as a way to talk about his friends and family while maintaining a little distance. Over the years, the lives of the Wobegonians, related every week in a 20-minute monologue, have far outstripped their real-world templates.

Lake Wobegon’s fame has spread far beyond “the little town that time forgot and decades cannot improve.” In fact, many people believe the town to be real—or want it to be. Lake Wobegon was almost included on the American Automobile Association’s maps of Minnesota in the 1980s. And NASA astronauts on the space shuttle Columbia jokingly sent Keillor an aerial photo of Minnesota with the comment, “Unfortunately, Lake Wobegon is just off the picture.”

Fame and Fortune

Keillor continued to do A Prairie Home Companion live when it went national in May 1980 because, he believed, a live show was an authentic show. The pauses, mistakes, and mishaps were part of the down-home feel. During one 1986 show, Keillor got so wrapped up in his monologue that he forgot to leave time for the closing credits. As he harangued, a stagehand walked on and handed him a slip of paper that read, “Three minutes to end of show,” then one that read, “90 seconds.” Last, he handed Keillor a note that read, “Say good night.” Keillor finally signed off.

As the radio show gained listeners, Garrison Keillor’s fame boomed. Soon he found reporters camping out in front of his Saint Paul home. This may have been too much. On Valentine’s Day in 1987, Keillor announced that he was ending A Prairie Home Companion. He held the farewell broadcast to sold-out crowds in June. But you can’t keep a Minnesotan quiet for long. In 1988, he returned for his Second Annual Farewell Tour. This was followed by the Third and Fourth Annual Farewell Tours in 1989 and 1990.

Slow and Steady Wins the Race

Keillor traveled and wrote books, but he managed to stay away from radio only for a little while. In the late 1980s, he moved to New York City and, in 1989, started broadcasting The American Radio Company of the Air from the Brooklyn Academy of Music. The show closely resembled A Prairie Home Companion, though it lacked the Norwegian bachelor farmer jokes. After four years, Keillor’s radio show returned to Minnesota and resumed its old name. You can take the boy out of Minnesota, it seems, but you can’t take Minnesota out of the boy.

A Prairie Home Companion has been on the air for 30 years—that’s more than 3,000 hours of programming. Four million people listen to it every week on 558 stations. And that’s not including those who listen over the World Wide Web. What started out as a nostalgic look at Garrison Keillor’s rural Minnesota roots has made Lake Wobegon the symbol for Midwestern America. It’s easy to see why. After all, Lake Wobegon is, as Keillor says in his monologue each week, a place “where the women are strong, the men are good-looking, and all of the children are above average.”



DID YOU KNOW?

In 2006, director Robert Altman released a movie version of A Prairie Home Companion, starring Woody Harrelson, Tommy Lee Jones, Meryl Streep, Lindsay Lohan, and Garrison Keillor as himself. Much of the film was shot in and around the Fitzgerald Theater in Saint Paul.






Born in Minnesota

Minnesota has given birth to some of America’s most famous artists, athletes, professionals, and politicians. Here’s a list of the state’s native sons and daughters and the towns from which they came.

Athletes

Jeanne Arth (tennis player, Saint Paul)

Troy Bell (basketball player, Minneapolis)

Charles Bender (baseball player, Brainerd)

Patty Berg (founding member of the Ladies Professional Golf Association, Minneapolis)

Neal Broten (hockey player, Roseau)

Phil Housley (hockey player, Saint Paul)

Kent Hrbek (baseball player, Minneapolis)

Tom Lehman (golfer, Austin)

John Madden (football coach and announcer, Austin)

Roger Maris (baseball player, Hibbing)

Kevin McHale (basketball player, Hibbing)

Paul Molitor (baseball player, Saint Paul)

Jack Morris (baseball player, Saint Paul)

Cindy Nelson (bronze medal winner, Olympic skier, Lutsen)

Dave Winfield (baseball player, Saint Paul)

Performers

Loni Anderson (actress, Saint Paul)

Louie Anderson (comedian, Minneapolis)

Richard Dean Anderson (actor, Minneapolis)

LaVerne Andrews (singer, Minneapolis)

Maxene Andrews (singer, Minneapolis)

Patti Andrews (singer, Minneapolis)

James Arness (actor, Minneapolis)

Tammy Faye Bakker (Christian singer and TV personality, International Falls)

Jessica Biel (actress, Ely)

Rachel Leigh Cook (actress, Minneapolis)

William Demarest (actor, Saint Paul)

Bob Dylan (musician, Duluth)

Kimberly Elise (actress, Minneapolis)

Mike Farrell (actor, Saint Paul)

Judy Garland (actress, Grand Rapids)

Tippi Hedren (actress, New Ulm)

Linda Kelsey (actress, Minneapolis)

Peter Krause (actor, Alexandria)

Jessica Lange (actress, Cloquet)

E. G. Marshall (actor, Owatonna)

Gena Lee Nolin (actress, Duluth)

Prince (musician, Minneapolis)

Marion Ross (actress, Albert Lea)

Jane Russell (actress, Bemidji)

Winona Ryder (actress, Winona)

Sean William Scott (actor, Cottage Grove)

Kevin Sorbo (actor, Mound)

Lea Thompson (actress, Rochester)

Cheryl Tiegs (fashion model, Breckenridge)

Vince Vaughn (actor, Minneapolis)

Gig Young (actor, Saint Cloud)

Steve Zahn (actor, Marshall)

Professionals

Earl Bakken (developed the first wearable pacemaker, Minneapolis)

Ann Bancroft (first known woman to reach both the north and south poles, Mendota Heights)

Aaron Brown (newscaster, Hopkins)

J. Paul Getty (businessman, Minneapolis)

C. Walton Lillehei (called the “father of modern-day open-heart surgery,” Minneapolis)

Frank Mars (candy maker, Newport)

Charles Horace Mayo (cofounder of the Mayo Clinic, Rochester)

William James Mayo (cofounder of the Mayo Clinic, Le Sueur)

Richard W. Sears (cofounder of Sears, Roebuck and Company, Stewartville)

Will Steger (Arctic explorer, Richfield)

Michael Todd (film producer, Minneapolis)

DeWitt Wallace (magazine publisher, cofounded Reader’s Digest, Saint Paul)

Government Officials

Warren E. Burger (former Supreme Court chief justice, Saint Paul)

Pierce Butler (former Supreme Court justice, Pine Bend)

William O. Douglas (former Supreme Court justice, Maine)

Eugene McCarthy (politician, Watkins)

Walter Mondale (politician, Ceylon)

Harold Stassen (politician, West Saint Paul)

Jesse Ventura (politician and wrestler, Minneapolis)

Writers and Artists

Carol Bly (author, Duluth)

Robert Bly (author, Madison)

Ethan Coen (screenwriter and filmmaker, Minneapolis)

Joel Coen (screenwriter and filmmaker, Saint Louis Park)

F. Scott Fitzgerald (author, Saint Paul)

Wanda Gag (author and illustrator, New Ulm)

Terry Gilliam (screenwriter, Medicine Lake)

Jon Hassler (author, Minneapolis)

Bill Holm (poet, Minneota)

Jerry Juhl (screenwriter, Saint Paul)

Garrison Keillor (humorist, Anoka)

Sinclair Lewis (author, Sauk Centre)

Maud Hart Lovelace (author, Mankato)

Kate Millet (feminist author, Saint Paul)

LeRoy Neiman (artist, Saint Paul)

Gary Paulsen (author, Minneapolis)

Robert Pirsig (author, Minneapolis)

Charles Schulz (cartoonist, Minneapolis)

Anne Tyler (author, Minneapolis)

Brenda Ueland (author, Minneapolis)


Minnesotans’ Thoughts On . . .

Weather

“Behind every gray cloud is another gray cloud.”

—Judy Garland, actress, born in Grand Rapids

“Winter is not a season, it’s an occupation.”

—Sinclair Lewis, author, born in Sauk Centre

“Some people feel the rain. Others just get wet.”

—Bob Dylan, musician, born in Duluth

Business

“The meek shall inherit the Earth, but not its mineral rights.”

—J. Paul Getty, businessman, born in Minneapolis

“Advertising is a valuable economic factor because it is the cheapest way of selling goods, especially if the goods are worthless.”

—Sinclair Lewis

“I’ve never been poor, only broke. Being poor is a frame of mind. Being broke is only a temporary situation.”

—Michael Todd, film producer, born in Minneapolis

Philosophy

“The test of a first-rate intelligence is the ability to hold two opposed ideas in the mind at the same time, and still retain the ability to function.”

—F. Scott Fitzgerald, author, born in Saint Paul

“Our American professors like their literature clear, cold, pure and very dead.”

—Sinclair Lewis

“I consider myself a poet first and a musician second. I live like a poet and I’ll die like a poet.”

—Bob Dylan

“There’s a difference between a philosophy and a bumper sticker.”

—Charles Schulz, cartoonist, born in Minneapolis

Politics

“It is dangerous for a national candidate to say things that people might remember.”

“Being in politics is like being a football coach. You have to be smart enough to understand the game, and dumb enough to think it’s important.”

—Eugene McCarthy, former senator
from Minnesota, born in Watkins

Law

“It is not unprofessional to give free legal advice, but advertising that the first visit will be free is a bit like a fox telling chickens he will not bite them until they cross the threshold of the hen house.”

—Warren Burger, former chief justice
of the U.S. Supreme Court, born in Saint Paul

“Common sense often makes good law.”

“Free speech is not to be regulated like diseased cattle and impure butter. The audience that hissed yesterday may applaud today, even for the same performance.”

—William O. Douglas, former justice
of the U.S. Supreme Court, born in Maine



DID YOU KNOW?

Theodore Roosevelt first uttered his famous adage “speak softly and carry a big stick” during a speech at the 1901 Minnesota State Fair.
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