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PREFACE



ALTHOUGH I BEGAN WORKING on this book in the fall of 2004, there is a very strong sense in which the project started many years earlier. As I set out to organize the research phase of this book, the first place I turned was the blue-plastic file box in which I store all of my maps. When I pulled out the maps of the places I had already camped in Pennsylvania, I discovered notes that I had written on each of them about which sites to remember for future visits, which to pass over, things to do, and things to bring along. I guess I am not unlike most people in that I mostly neglected to refer to those notes whenever I made subsequent visits; I simply forgot that I had recorded the information. This book, it seems to me, serves as an opportunity to pull together all of that knowledge that many of us record but neglect to use because it is inconveniently organized.

Three things in particular are worth mentioning about this project. The first has to do with the issue of avoiding RVs, concrete parking slabs, and loud portable stereos. In embarking on the project I assumed (I believe rightfully so) that the majority of the private campgrounds throughout the state tend to cater to the RV camper, and so in an effort to limit the scope of my research I decided to forgo visiting private campgrounds unless someone informed me of one that I just couldn’t skip (no one did). Pennsylvania is a large state, and even after that decision I was still looking at something in the neighborhood of 170 campgrounds to visit and choose from. Finding those that allow the camper to avoid concrete slabs and loud portable stereos was rather easy; the RV is a different story. More and more, campgrounds are being “upgraded” with the addition of electric hookups, waste-dumping stations, and long parking pads to cater to the RV camper. In my travels, I discovered some campgrounds with areas designated specifically for tent camping and a few dedicated to tent camping only. But the reality is that if you want access to some of the state’s wonderful natural areas, you are going to have to camp in some proximity to RVs. It should be noted that my distaste for RVs is not a reflection of my feelings about the people who travel in them. While traveling, I met plenty of RV campers who invited me to dinner, offered me drinks, and engaged me in conversation (not to mention a little guitar and mandolin picking) until the sun went down. My only gripes are that RVs (especially those that are decorated with Christmas lights, statues of flamingos, and scary little trolls, and that have televisions propped up next to the campfire) tend to be an eyesore and can be bloody noisy. Even though you will come across RVs at many of the campgrounds listed in this book, I have provided specific campsite information that should allow you to avoid—as much as possible—the aesthetic disease they can create.

The second thing worth mentioning has to do with the audience of this book. If I had written this book for myself, it would include a very different selection of campgrounds than it does. My preferences for tent-camping sites lean toward very remote areas with lots of privacy and with easy access to hiking in the woods. That means most of the campgrounds I would have selected would be in the Allegheny National Forest region and the northern tier of the state. As I visited campgrounds throughout Pennsylvania and spoke with visitors, it became clear to me that my inclinations are more the exception than the rule. The majority of people I came across wanted simply to get away for a little peace and quiet, but not so far away that travel for a weekend becomes inconvenient. I met lots of families who wanted a place with things for the kids to do. I met people who wanted water for swimming or boating or fishing. I also met groups of people who found camping to be something of a social experience. Bearing this in mind, when I selected the campgrounds to include in this book I tried to provide as wide a distribution as possible, in terms of geography and in terms of the kind of activities and experiences that different places might make available.

Finally, Pennsylvania is not my home state. I moved here 15 years ago to attend graduate school in Pittsburgh. For the 13 years prior to that I lived in rural Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona, and Utah. During those pre-Pennsylvania days, I spent a good bit of time working at ski resorts and most of my summers as a guide and instructor in the mountains and deserts. When I moved to Pennsylvania, I had a lousy attitude about its natural areas, which I felt simply could not measure up to the grandeur and beauty of what you encounter in the West. As the years have passed, I have come to realize that although there is a difference between what the mountainous West provides and what Pennsylvania provides, it is a difference more of kind than degree. In other words, I have come to understand that the character of Pennsylvania’s natural areas are equally as beautiful and inspiring as what you find in other places where nature exists on a grander scale. But Pennsylvania’s nature is a different kind than you will encounter in the Rockies, in the Cascades, in the Smokies, or in the Everglades, for example. The past year I have spent working on this book has crystallized that understanding for me. Walking along the rim of Pine Creek after a rainy night, while the mists weaved among the trees and drifted down the valley and an eagle soared silently through the canyon, was as sublime an experience as I have had anywhere. Likewise, it just doesn’t get a whole lot better than encountering an enormous wild turkey while walking the campground loop at Tobyhanna State Park with my oldest son, Jackson (who wasn’t much larger than the bird), or playing on the rock outcrop above the lookout at Worlds End State Park with him and his brother, Ian. These experiences are as memorable as I will ever have.

That said, I sincerely hope that the information provided in this book will help others create their own fond memories.

—Matt Willen






INTRODUCTION

A Word about This Book and Pennsylvania Tent Camping



IN 1681, WHEN KING CHARLES II granted William Penn a 45,000-acre parcel of land on which to organize a colony founded upon principles of religious freedom and tolerance, the Pennsylvania wilds were markedly different than they are today. The name of the colony referred directly to the heavily wooded nature of the parcel, Penn being the colonizer’s name and -sylvan(ia) meaning “of the woods.” At the time, the forests that covered the region embodied the essence of primordial nature; the only thinning they had ever undergone over the millennia was due to fire, infestation, and other catastrophes. As many early settlers noted, “Penn’s Woods” was a dark and foreboding place, populated with huge trees whose canopies kept the ground in perpetual shadow. In the 250 years that followed the formation of the colony, the old-growth forests were harvested for timber and for fuel to stoke the iron furnaces that began cropping up around the state during the Revolutionary War period. By the early 1900s, Pennsylvania had been pretty much denuded of the grand forests for which it was named.

In many respects, however, we have this history to thank for so many recreational opportunities in the state. Much of the public land that outdoor enthusiasts visit these days became reforested and protected thanks to the conservation efforts of influential figures like Gifford Pinchot in the early 1900s. And many of the state parks where we find camping opportunities were constructed, most significantly through the work of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) in the 1930s, on the sites of the iron furnaces.

Although the stands of old-growth forest are few and far between today, Pennsylvania offers a wonderful diversity of natural history to explore. Two types of forest ecosystems now dominate the landscape: the oak-and-hickory forest with its broad variety of oak and hickory trees, tulip trees, maples, and mountain laurels; and the northern hardwood forest with its maples, cherry trees, hemlocks, birches, and spruces. Throughout both forests you will encounter a wide variety of wildlife, such as black bears and white-tailed deer, porcupines, raccoons, hares, and rabbits, as well as songbirds, woodpeckers, and birds of prey.

Additionally, the interesting topography of the state takes its shape from several major geological formations. The landscape to the north and east was influenced significantly by the extent of the last ice age; here we can find glacial moraines and deposits and other evidence of glaciation. In the western part of the state, we find the Allegheny Plateau, the surface of which is carved and etched by the streams and rivers that flow from it. The plateau ends abruptly at an escarpment extending north–south in the center of the state which indicates the edge of the Valley and Ridge region, characterized by long, steep, and narrow alternating ridges and valleys formed by uplifted and folded layers of rock. And to the southeast, the landscape took much of its shape from the changing Atlantic shoreline.

The campgrounds described herein offer access to the incredible range of natural resources that Pennsylvania possesses. With this book and a little bit of planning, you’ll no doubt be surprised about what you can find around Pennsylvania.

THE RATING SYSTEM

This book includes a rating system for Pennsylvania’s 50 best tent campgrounds. Six campground attributes—beauty, privacy, spaciousness, quiet, security, and cleanliness—are ranked using a five-star system. A low rating in one or two areas, especially privacy and spaciousness, was not necessarily grounds for exclusion from this book. In some cases, the nature of the terrain just doesn’t allow for big, private sites, yet the campground still may be well worth a visit. This system should help you find what you are looking for.

BEAUTY In judging beauty, I took into account both what the general area has to offer as well as the campground. The most beautiful campgrounds have sites that you just don’t want to leave and locations with easy access to breathtaking scenery.

PRIVACY Privacy is determined by how much your neighbors can pay attention to what you are doing and you to what they are doing. The best campgrounds have plenty of green space (shrubs and trees) between adjoining sites, as well as staggered sites (that is, the entrance to the site across the road is not directly opposite yours).

SPACIOUSNESS While this category contributes to the amount of privacy you have, it refers mostly to how much space you have to move around in. The sites at some campgrounds are surprisingly large—to the point of overkill; others are incredibly small.

QUIET My evaluations were influenced to a great extent by the presence of RVs and the kinds of visitors a park tends to get (campgrounds near urban areas, for example, usually are a bit noisy, as are those that cater to families with children). I also considered the extent to which you could get away from the fray at a particular campground. You can expect some variation within my ratings based on whether you visit a campground during the week or on a weekend; on holiday weekends, all bets are off.

SECURITY With few exceptions, I found Pennsylvania campgrounds to be very safe and secure due largely to the presence of campground hosts and park rangers making the rounds. The only places at which I felt security might be compromised were those remote campgrounds that saw few visitors and had no host or ranger on duty.

CLEANLINESS My judgments were based on the presence and remnants of past campers around the campsite (trash, tent stakes, burned logs, etc.) and on the restroom facilities. I did take into account that primitive toilets tend to be a little less tidy than the modern facilities, although there seemed to me to be little reason for either to be a mess.

SNAKES

Pennsylvania is home to 22 variety of snakes, most of them benign. Copperheads and two types of rattlesnake—the timber and the eastern massasauga—are the exceptions. The copperhead is the most widely distributed of the three, occurring in most habitats across the state (including urban and suburban areas), with the exception of the most northern reaches. The timber rattler is found primarily in the mountainous regions of central and northeastern parts of Pennsylvania, while the massasauga primarily inhabits a small area in the west and a few others in the east and central parts of the state.

To avoid encounters with these snakes, stick to well-used trails and wear over-the-ankle boots and loose-fitting long pants when hiking. Rattlesnakes like to bask in the sun and won’t bite unless threatened. Do not step or put your hands where you cannot see, and avoid wandering around in the dark. Step on logs and rocks, never over them, and be especially careful when climbing rocks or gathering firewood. Always avoid walking through dense brush or willow thickets. Hibernation season is November through April.

TICKS

Ticks are often found on brush and tall grass and are most active in Pennsylvania between April and October. Among the local varieties of ticks, the small deer tick is the primary carrier of Lyme disease. Deer ticks are not much larger than the head of pin, and can be very difficult to spot. You can use several strategies to reduce your chances of ticks getting under your skin. Some people choose to wear light-colored clothing, so ticks can be spotted before they make it to the skin. There are many insect repellents that claim to work with ticks. Coating the tops of your socks with repellent or tucking your trousers into your socks can be especially effective in deterring the tick. Most important, visually check your hair, the back of your neck, armpits, and socks after a hike or outing in the brush. During your posthike shower, take a moment to do a more complete body check. For ticks that are already embedded, removal with tweezers is best; use disinfectant solution on the wound.

POISON IVY

Poison ivy is abundant throughout Pennsylvania, especially near perennial streams and ponds. Recognizing and avoiding this plant are the most effective ways to prevent the painful, itchy rashes associated with it. Poison ivy occurs as a vine or ground cover, three leaflets to a leaf. Urushiol, the oil in the sap of the plant, is responsible for the rash. Within 14 hours of exposure, raised lines and/or blisters will appear on the affected area, accompanied by a terrible itch. If you come into contact with poison ivy, wash and dry the rash thoroughly, applying calamine lotion to further dry it out. If itching or blistering is severe, seek medical attention. Also remember that oil-contaminated clothes, pets, or hiking gear can easily cause a rash on you or someone else, so wash those too if necessary.

HELPFUL HINTS

In order to make the most of your experience and to avoid frustration, I highly recommend doing a little advance planning, especially if you are visiting parks on the weekends when they are likely to be more crowded. With a simple phone call you can reserve sites ahead of time for nearly all of the state parks, and doing so can help you avoid having to look for somewhere else to stay because your campground of choice is filled.

Do a little research on what the campgrounds have to offer. Park employees and volunteers will know activities and camping areas the best, and they can be extremely helpful in suggesting things to do and places to go. Information on all of the state parks can be found at the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources Web site: www.dcnr.state.pa.us.

Consider the accessibility of supplies before you go; it is unpleasant to have to go for a drive simply because you forgot the hot dog buns or bug spray. If you like campfires, bring your own wood with you. My experience, without exception, has been that the wood available near the campgrounds tends to be green and/or wet.

CAMPGROUND-ENTRANCE GPS COORDINATES

To help readers find our campgrounds, I’ve provided GPS coordinates for each entrance. More accurately known as UTM coordinates, the numbers index a specific point using a grid method. The survey datum used to arrive at the coordinates is NAD27. The UTM coordinates provided with the campground profile may be entered directly into a handheld or car GPS unit; just make sure the unit is set to navigate using the UTM system in conjunction with NAD27 datum. Now you can navigate directly to the entrance.

Readers can easily access all campgrounds in this book by using the directions given, the overview map, and the campsite maps, which show at least one major road leading into the area. But for those who enjoy using the latest GPS technology to navigate, the necessary data has been provided. A brief explanation of the UTM coordinates follows.

UTM COORDINATES: ZONE, EASTING, AND NORTHING

In the UTM coordinates box on the first page of each hike are three numbers labeled zone, easting, and northing. Here’s an example from Salt Springs State Park:

UTM Zone (NAD27) 18T

Easting 428244

Northing 4640240

The zone number (18) refers to one of the 60 longitudinal zones (vertical) of a map using the Universal Transverse Mercator (UTM) projection. Each zone is 6 degrees wide. The zone letter (T) refers to one of the 20 latitudinal zones (horizontal) that span from 80° South to 84° North.

The easting number (428244) references in meters how far east the point is from the zero value for eastings, which runs north–south through Greenwich, England. Increasing easting coordinates on a topographical map or on your GPS screen indicate you are moving east; decreasing easting coordinates indicate you are moving west.

In the northern hemisphere, the northing number (4640240) references in meters how far you are from the equator. On a topo map or GPS receiver, increasing northing numbers indicate you are traveling north.

In the southern hemisphere, the northing number references how far you are from a latitude line that is 10 million meters south of the equator. On a topo map or GPS receiver, decreasing northing coordinates indicate you are traveling south.
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COLTON POINT CAMPGROUND PARK

Ansonia




“The rustic structures here were built in the 1930s by the CCC and are now listed in the National Register of Historic Places.”
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	c/o Leonard Harrison State Park R.R. 6, Box 199 Wellsboro, PA 16901 (570) 724-3061



	OPERATED BY:
	PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources



	OPEN:
	Second Friday in April until third Sunday in October



	SITES:
	25 (10 walk-in sites)



	EACH SITE HAS:
	Fire ring, picnic table, lantern post



	ASSIGNMENT:
	First come, first served



	REGISTRATION:
	At entrance to campground or at Leonard Harrison State Park



	FACILITIES:
	Vault toilets, pay phone



	PARKING:
	One car per site



	FEE:
	$10 resident, $12 nonresident weeknights; $12 and $14 weekends



	RESTRICTIONS:
	 Pets: No pets allowed Quiet hours: 9 p.m.–8 a.m. Visitors: Permitted in campsite from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Fires: In fire rings only Alcohol: Prohibited in PA state parks Stay limit: 14 consecutive nights from Memorial Day to Labor Day, 21 nights remainder of season Other: Check-in and checkout at 3 p.m.
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THERE ARE TWO STATE PARKS with campgrounds at the northern end of the Pine Creek Gorge, also known as the Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania. On the east rim of the canyon, you’ll find Leonard Harrison State Park, with its modern environmental interpretive center and modern canyon overlook. On the canyon’s west rim, you’ll find Colton Point State Park. Although the parks are close to one another, they have very different characters, with Colton Point being the more rustic of the two.

Colton Point was named in the 1800s for Henry Colton, a lumberman who supervised timber operations in the forest on the west rim. Like many of the other state parks in Pennsylvania, in the 1930s Colton Point became the site of a Civilian Conservation Corps camp where unemployed citizens found work during the Depression. These people were responsible for building many of the rustic structures here that are now listed in the National Register of Historic Places.

My first visit to the Grand Canyon of Pennsylvania was for a three-day backpacking trip along the West Rim Trail which we began at the Colton Point campground. I remember enjoying the spot very well and was glad when I returned to see that my memory didn’t prove incorrect. The campground at Colton Point is a lovely, secluded place that will provide any camper with plenty of peace and solitude. It is small, consisting of only 25 sites, none of which have electrical hookups.

Ten of the sites (sites 8 through 18, excluding 13) are walk-in, and these are definitely the ones to go for at Colton Point. They are set about 50 yards back from the road in a dense forest of really tall oak and hickory trees, and all are situated far enough from one another to give you quite a bit of privacy. Each has a clearing large enough for a couple of tents, along with its own parking spot, picnic table, fire ring, and lantern hook. Any of the walk-in sites will provide a good camping experience with the possible exception of site 13, because it lies closest to the campground road. Sites 11 and 12 are reached via the same access trail but are not near each other.

If you don’t want to take a walk-in site, you should probably skip sites 1 through 7. They are nice and private enough with plenty of bushes and trees between each one, but compared with the other sites they are rather small. Though not large, 19 and 20 are located among some very pretty tall trees and are quite private. Sites 21 through 25 all give you loads of room. All of the drive-in sites have a lantern hook, a single tent pad, a fire pit, and a table.

The Pine Creek Gorge has an interesting natural and cultural history. Although the river now flows from north to south, before the last ice age it flowed from south to north. When the glaciers moved into the region, they heaped up large amounts of debris that raised the elevation of the surrounding terrain and created a lake to the north of the canyon. When the glaciers retreated, the erosion process actually reversed the direction of the river’s flow.

In more recent times, the canyon served as a travel route for Native Americans who lived and hunted in the area. With the industrial development of the region by lumbermen like Henry Colton, the river was used to transport lumber to mills in Williamsport to the south. As was the case with most of the state, this region was denuded of forests by the end of the 1800s. Through conservation efforts, the canyon region has regained much of its beauty and the return of a great wildlife habitat. Pine Creek has now been designated a Pennsylvania Scenic River.

With two campgrounds so close to each other, how would you choose one over the other? Colton Point definitely has a more rustic feel. An extremely secluded area, it is much more accommodating to the tent camper who wants some privacy and quiet. Leonard Harrison is more oriented toward families and people who don’t want to rough it quite so much. While Leonard Harrison has its single primary canyon overlook on the rim, Colton Point offers several rugged overlooks along the length of the park. As with Leonard Harrison, at Colton Point you can reach the bottom of the gorge via the Turkey Path. Although the Colton Point leg of the Turkey Path is considerably more rugged than what you will find on the other side of the river at Leonard Harrison (there is, by the way, no bridge at the bottom of the gorge to cross the river and join the Colton Point Turkey Path with the Leonard Harrison Turkey Path), it is equally worth the effort. About 0.5 miles down the path, you’ll pass a 70-foot-high waterfall that is spectacular.



GETTING THERE

From the intersection of US 6 and PA 362 in Ansonia, drive west on US 6 for 0.4 miles. Turn left on Colton Road. Travel south on Colton Road for 4.25 miles to the park entrance.






GPS COORDINATES

1. Colton Point State Park

UTM Zone (NAD27) 18T

Easting 294899

Northing 4620157
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HILLS CREEK STATE PARK

Mansfield




“Although most campers flock to the sites in the woods, from the meadow sites you get a great view of the night sky.”
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	R.R. 2, Box 328 Wellsboro, PA 16901-9676 (570) 724-4246



	OPERATED BY:
	PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources



	OPEN:
	Second Friday in April until third Sunday in October



	SITES:
	102



	EACH SITE HAS:
	Fire ring, picnic table, lantern hook



	ASSIGNMENT:
	Reservations recommended; call (888) PA-PARKS



	REGISTRATION:
	At office at entrance to campground



	FACILITIES:
	Showers, flush toilets, pay phone, some wheelchair-accessible sites (83, 105, 106, 107, 109, 110), playground



	PARKING:
	One car per site



	FEE:
	$12 resident, $14 nonresident weeknights; $14 and $16 weekends; $2 extra for electric site



	RESTRICTIONS:
	 Pets: Permitted in Loop D area Quiet hours: 9 p.m.–8 a.m. Visitors: Permitted in campsite from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Fires: In fire rings only Alcohol: Prohibited in PA state parks Stay limit: 14 consecutive nights from Memorial Day to Labor Day, 21 nights remainder of season Other: Check-in and checkout at 3 p.m.
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HILLS CREEK STATE PARK IS A SMALL (407 acres) park located in Tioga County just south of the New York state line. In fact, many of the park’s visitors come from New York, and most of the rest come from nearby towns in northern Pennsylvania. Getting to the park takes something of a hike from anywhere else, and it doesn’t have any sort of dramatic scenery or natural phenomena. Both of these qualities actually help make it such a nice place for tent camping.

This is a novel kind of park, set among rolling crop fields in an area that was once a swamp. The park was established in 1953, and before then it was the site of a mine that harvested pigments for the paint industry. More than one-quarter of the park area is its lake, which is home to plenty of beavers and a wonderful selection of waterfowl, including ospreys, loons, the occasional bald eagle, and numerous species of ducks. The lake offers excellent warm-water fishing and boating (electric motors only), and a beach for swimming is open during the summer season (Memorial Day through Labor Day).

Hills Creek reminds me a lot of Gifford Pinchot State Park down in the south-central part of the state, although Hills Creek is considerably smaller. As at Pinchot, the focus of this park is its lake, and the many fields and meadows throughout the park, some of which house campsites, are divided by stands of lush forest. Along with loads of picnic areas and pavilions, there are a few hiking trails that traverse the park, circle the lake, and provide access to nearby state game lands. Many families visit the park, primarily to use the lake, and you’ll see lots of kids riding bicycles around the campground roads.

The campground consists of four loops plus a few additional sites scattered among the fields. As of this writing, the A loop is undergoing renovations to add more electrical sites, which seems to be the way things are going in state parks these days. The construction is scheduled to be completed by the summer of 2006.

The B loop consists of a dozen wooded sites that are pretty tightly packed together and a couple of yurts. This is the busiest loop because of its proximity to the lake. Sites 46 and 47 are the largest of these sites, and they sit right on the lake. Sites 18 through 26, which are properly part of the A loop, are also lakeside sites with trees and shrubs separating each one and affording some privacy. Just across the road from the B loop are four sites (27 through 30) located in a field. That’s where I opted to spend the night. For some reason, most of the campers tend to flock to the woods, so even though the field sites don’t provide tons of privacy you won’t have many neighbors. I found them to be attractive because they offer plenty of space and are set back from the campground road 100 feet or more. Plus, I like to sleep under the stars, though I got surprised by a late-night rain storm when I visited Hills Creek (I am still drying out). Like all of the sites here, each of the field sites has a picnic table and fire pit, plus each has a single tree to provide you with shade.

Many of the sites on the C loop (sites 51 through 82) are located along the edge of the forest (sites 54 through 62 in particular). All of these are electric sites and very tightly packed together; you can have a conversation with your neighbor in the next site without raising your voice. Directly across the loop road from those sites are another 17 sites distributed throughout a large field. Again, they don’t offer much privacy but they do have lots more room than the others. A better alternative is to make camp across the main campground road from the C loop in sites 51, 52, 66, or 67, all of which are large with no real boundaries separating them. With these sites you can set up against the trees and get lots of shade and room to spread out. Of the sites on the C loop, sites 78, 79, and 82 would be my choices. They are nice because they are back against the trees, have lots of space, and are located so far away from the other sites on the loop that it is hard to say that they are part of the loop at all. Site 82 would have to be the winner of these three as it has about a half-dozen large, pretty trees providing lots of shade.

On the D loop (sites 83 through 110), which is the pet-camping area, you’ll find a mix of electric and nonelectric sites scattered among the trees. The appealing aspect of the sites on this loop is that the parking space, picnic table, and fire pits are all out near the road, while the area to pitch your tent is set back among the trees and bushes, so here you have added seclusion that you don’t get at the other loops. All of the sites on the outside of this loop have large, open grassy areas for pitching your tent, which make them feel quite idyllic. At the entrance to the loop, an attractive stand of Scotch pines planted in rows provides nice duff for sleeping on. Overall, the sites on the outside of the loop are the most spacious. Sites 83, 84, and 86 are large sites set back among the trees and offer a lot of privacy. The brush in front of site 86 gives you privacy from neighbors across the road, not to mention nosy guys writing books on tent camping. Site 89 is the largest and is separated by bushes from the sites on either side. Sites 91, 93, and 95 also provide a great deal of privacy.



GETTING THERE

From Mansfield, travel west on US 6 for 6.5 miles. Just past the intersection with PA 660 (which goes off to the left), turn right on Charleston Road and travel 2.2 miles to Hills Creek Road. Turn right on Hills Creek Road, and follow it 3 miles to the park.
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UTM Zone (NAD27) 18T
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Northing 4629931
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HYNER RUN STATE PARK

Hyner




“The campground here is not heavily used and lies in a serene and quiet location.”
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	Box 46 Hyner, PA 17738 (570) 923-6000



	OPERATED BY:
	PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources



	OPEN:
	Second Friday in April until late December



	SITES:
	30



	EACH SITE HAS:
	Fire ring, picnic table



	ASSIGNMENT:
	Reservations recommended; call (888) PA-PARKS for reservations



	REGISTRATION:
	At park office 



	FACILITIES:
	Flush toilets, running water, pay phone, playground



	PARKING:
	One car per site



	FEE:
	$10 resident, $12 nonresident weeknights; $14 and $16 weekends



	RESTRICTIONS:
	 Pets: No pets allowed Quiet hours: 9 p.m.–8 a.m. Visitors: Permitted in campsite from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Fires: In fire rings only Alcohol: Prohibited in PA state parks Stay limit: 14 consecutive nights from Memorial Day to Labor Day, 21 nights remainder of season Other: Check-in and checkout at 3 p.m.
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HYNER RUN STATE PARK is a small (180 acres) park located in a gentle mountain valley in north-central Pennsylvania. As parks go, it does not have an abundance of recreational opportunities within its boundaries aside from the campground, a pool that is open from Memorial Day to Labor Day, and a few picnic pavilions. There is also a playground adjacent to the campground. Hyner Run’s small size, however, is one source of its charm, as is the lovely forest of red and white pine trees that were planted as part of a conservation project in the 1930s. This is a nice place to simply get away, relax, and soak up the scenery.

If you go here, be sure to visit Hyner View State Park just a couple of miles down the road. It has a wonderful overlook that was built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in the 1930s, and it offers a lovely view of the surrounding countryside and the West Branch Susquehanna River. I understand that the park is especially picturesque during the fall; it was the site of the first Flaming Foliage Festival, which is held in the area each year. The overlook is also a popular destination for hang gliders, if that is your fancy.

The Hyner Run campground has 30 sites distributed around a loop road. Typical of campground loops, those sites on the inside of the loop are the smallest and are closer to one another, while those on the outside tend to be larger with a little more space between them. Nonetheless, all of the sites would qualify as being large, with plenty of room for a couple of tents and a food tarp, and most of the sites have a nice grassy area for pitching tents. If you want really big sites, go to either bend in the loop. Sites 6, 7, and 8 are enormous, with site 8 being particularly nice since it sits right against the creek and is surrounded by hemlocks. Sites 10, 12, 13, 14, 16, and 18 are also located creekside in the hemlocks, and of these 16 and 18 will give you the most room to spread out, though no more or less privacy than any other site here. Sites 21 through 24, at the other bend in the loop, are especially large sites as well, with plenty of room for big tents. Sites 26, 28, and 30 are also quite spacious. And site 13 is wheelchair accessible. There isn’t much greenery between sites, which leaves you open to the view of your neighbors. But the campground is not heavily used, and it lies in a serene and quiet location. Firewood is available in the park, though you will need a maul or a hatchet to break it into manageable pieces.

Although the park is very small and has limited recreational activities, it is located within a short distance of other state parks and is surrounded by the Sproul State Forest, which has an abundance of hiking trails. I had never camped at the park before my stay on this trip, but I had visited the area around the park several years ago to go fishing. Hyner Run is a respectable trout stream with some great holes and pools in which to drop a fly. Nearby, Ole Bull and Kettle Creek state parks also provide access to some fine angling.

There are three canoe launch areas on the West Branch Susquehanna River, the closest of which is on PA 120 just down the road from the park—a good place to take out from the river. For short paddling trips, you can put in upstream near the mouth of Yellow Woman Creek or in Renovo. Or if you are so inclined, you can make a long trip of about 13 miles by running a shuttle and putting in at the bridge where PA 879 crosses the river. Just to the east of the park on Hyner Mountain Road, you can pick up the colorfully named Bear Pen Hollow Trail for a short hike. Sproul State Forest has several major hiking-trail systems within its boundaries, and a forest map available from the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (and often at the park office or sometimes at the visitor centers of the state parks which lie within the forest boundary) can help you plan outings. Or, if you prefer, just set up a chair, sit back, and enjoy the peace and quiet of the campground like others do.



GETTING THERE

From US 220 in Lock Haven, take PA 120 north for 22 miles to the town of Hyner. Turn right on PA 1014, and follow this for 2 miles. Hyner Run State Park will be on your left.






GPS COORDINATES

3. Hyner Run State Park

UTM Zone (NAD27) 17T

Easting 745230

Northing 4593645
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LACKAWANNA STATE PARK

Dalton




“Even though it is close to a metropolitan area in the north, Lackawanna provides great camping and loads of other recreation.”
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KEY INFORMATION



	ADDRESS:
	R.R. 1, Box 230 Dalton, PA 18414 (717) 945-3239 or (717) 945-9995



	OPERATED BY:
	PA Department of Conservation and Natural Resources



	OPEN:
	Second Friday in April until third Sunday in October



	SITES:
	96 (28 walk-in tent sites)



	EACH SITE HAS:
	Fire ring, picnic table



	ASSIGNMENT:
	Reservations recommended; call (888) PA-PARKS



	REGISTRATION:
	At campground office at entrance to park



	FACILITIES:
	Showers, flush toilets (all are wheelchair accessible)



	PARKING:
	One car per site



	FEE:
	$12 resident, $14 nonresident weeknights; $14 and $16 weekends; $2 extra for electric site



	RESTRICTIONS:
	 Pets: Pets are permitted at specific sites Quiet hours: 9 p.m.–8 a.m. Visitors: Permitted in campsite from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. Fires: In fire rings only Alcohol: Prohibited in PA state parks Stay limit: 14 consecutive nights from Memorial Day to Labor Day, 21 nights remainder of season Other: Check-in and checkout at 3 p.m.
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I HAD NEVER HEARD OF LACKAWANNA  State Park before I began researching this book. When I discovered that it is located only 10 miles outside of Scranton, my hopes were not very high. I expected a heavily used campground with lots of noise and trailers. When I visited the park, however, I was quite surprised. Lackawanna is a fairly large park (1,411 acres) that has many hiking trails, a beautiful 200-acre lake, and a campground with several appealing walk-in tent areas. A couple of miles off Interstate 81, the park is easy to get to, so it is a nice place to visit with the family: there are playgrounds, a swimming pool, an amphitheater where the park staff holds environmental programs, and plenty of places to fish or launch a boat.

The campground here has 96 sites and is divided into three walk-in tent areas and several small loops, all with their own quaint names. Approaching from the park entrance, the first drive-up area you come to is Carpenter Town. There are 50 large sites here, all of which are shaded among cedar and broadleaf trees and quite private. Each has an electrical hookup, so they tend to be pretty RV friendly. Site 9 on this loop is attractive because it has a spacious area in the back away from your car where you can pitch tents. Site 17 is also very large, lies a good distance from the surrounding sites, and has a trail that leads down to the lake. Sites 19 through 25 are fairly close to one another and are worth passing over, while sites 26, 28, and 29 are very large and comfortable. If you don’t mind camping away from the lake, site 46 is large and sits far back in the woods.

Right next to site 41 is a parking area and a trail that provides access to the Tall Timbers walk-in tent sites (31 through 38). All of these are aesthetically pleasing, since they are situated among very rocky terrain in the woods with mosses and ferns scattered about the forest floor. Of the three walk-in areas at Lackawanna, Tall Timbers would be my preference. The sites are spaced a good distance from one another and give you the most privacy. Site 38, in particular, lies way off by itself in the woods. Site 32 would probably be one to avoid because cars pulling into the campground at night would shine their lights directly into your camp.

The second drive-up area you’ll come to is called Fox Run (sites 51 through 65). This is the pet-camping area, and it has sites with electrical hookups and some nonelectric sites as well. Though it offers no lake access, the sites here generally have the same character as those in Carpenter Town—large, shaded, and generally private. Sites 52 and 55 provide plenty of privacy since the sites on either side lie a fair distance away. Although not very private, being near the restrooms, site 61 has some nice rock ledges throughout that make it extremely pretty.

Next down the road is the Maple Lane area. Although this is an attractive area in the woods with lots of rocky outcrops, the sites here are all very small, extremely close together, and not especially private (with the exception of site 82, which is quite secluded). However, Maple Lane provides access to the Ledges walk-in sites (66 through 71), each of which has its own parking area. The individual sites don’t have a lot of space between them, but they are set back in the woods, which provides quite a bit of shade and seclusion from the main loops. These sites don’t appear to be used very much either, so you probably won’t have many neighbors.

The final drive-up area is the Little Fern Loop (sites 92 through 96). All the sites in this loop are well shaded with plenty of space for two large tents and lots of privacy from the trees. Just across the road from the Little Fern Loop is the access trail and parking area for the Hemlock Grove tent sites (sites 83 through 91) In addition to the beautiful hemlock and maple trees, the lay of this land is very pretty. The campsites are all located above a steep wooded hillside. However, the sites are tightly packed together, which compromises both privacy and the aesthetics of the area. Site 85 would be the best choice here because it sits off by itself in the woods.

Camping at Lackawanna puts you close to Archbald Pothole State Park, which has no camping facilities of its own. The attraction of Archbald Pothole is that, at 38 feet deep and 42 feet across, it is the world’s largest natural pothole. It was probably formed as the result of glacial stream action during the last ice age more than 15,000 years ago. An amazing phenomenon to be found out in the middle of the woods, it is most certainly worth a day trip.



GETTING THERE

From Scranton, take Interstate 81 north to Exit 199, Craig. Take PA 524 west for 3.2 miles to the park.






GPS COORDINATES

4. Lackawanna State Park

UTM Zone (NAD27) 18T

Easting 441330

Northing 4601331
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“When planning a hunting or fishing trip, friends often ask me where they can

camp nearby. Now I have the perfect ansuer: Get this book”
VialtYoung, Managing Etor
Pennsylvania Outdoor Times magazine

Ifyou subseribe ta the opinion thet televisions, Japanese lanterns, and electric
quitars are not essential camping equipment, THE BEST IN TENT CAWPING:
PENNSYLVANIA shouid be your constant companion. Each camaground profile
includes:

A Detailed camporound meps

A Key information such as fees, restrictions, and facites

A Dates of operation

A Driving directions to the campground and UTM coordinates

for GPS users
A Ratings for beauty,privacy, spaciousness, quie, security, and

From the grand Allegheny Ntional Forest i the northwest to the perimeter of
Philedelphia in the southezst, camping in Pennsyvania has never been better.
THE BEST IN TENT CAMPING: PENNSYLVANIA s a guidebook for tent
campers who like quiet, scenic, and serene campsites. s the perfect resource

you blanch at the thought ofpitching a tent on a concrete slab,trying to sleep
through the blare of another camper's boombox, or waking to find your tent
surrounded by a convoy of RYs.

THE BEST IN TENT CAMPING: PENNSYLVANIA guides you to the auietest,
most beauiful, most secure, and best-managed camparounds in the Keystone.
State. Whether you are 3 Pennsylvania native in search of new territory or &
vacationer on the lookout for that dream campground, this book will unlock the
secrets to the best tent camping that Pennsyivania has to offer
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