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Physical Characteristics of the Silky Terrier

(from the American Kennel Club’s breed standard)

Head: Strong, wedge-shaped, and moderately long.

Eyes: Small, dark, almond shaped with dark rims.

Nose: Black.

[image: image]

Teeth: Strong and well aligned, scissors bite.

Ears: Small, V-shaped, set high and carried erect.

Skull: Flat, and not too wide between the ears. The skull is slightly longer than the muzzle.

Neck: Fits gracefully into sloping shoulders. It is medium long, fine, and to some degree crested.

Chest: Medium wide and deep enough to extend down to the elbows.

Forequarters: Well laid back shoulders, together with proper angulation at the upper arm, set the forelegs nicely under the body. Forelegs are strong, straight and rather fine-boned.

Coat: Straight, single, glossy, silky in texture. On matured specimens the coat falls below and follows the body outline. On the top of the head, the hair is so profuse as to form a topknot. The tail is well coated but devoid of plume. Legs should have short hair from the pastern and hock joints to the feet.

Body: Moderately low set and about one-fifth longer than the dog’s height at the withers.

Tail: Docked, set high and carried at twelve to two o’clock position.

Hindquarters: Thighs well muscled and strong, but not so developed as to appear heavy. Well angulated stifles with low hocks which are parallel when viewed from behind.

Color: Blue and tan.

Feet: Small, catlike, round, compact. Pads are thick and springy while nails are strong and dark colored. The feet point straight ahead.

Size: Shoulder height from 9 to 10 inches.
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History of the Silky Terrier

Trace the Silky Terrier back to its early ancestors, plus meet the breed’s two closest relatives: the Australian Terrier and the Yorkshire Terrier. Follow the Silky’s development in Australia and travel with the Silky to other lands, notably the US, where the breed has earned one of the most dedicated followings outside its homeland.
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Characteristics of the Silky Terrier

The result of toy and terrier breeding, the charming Silky Terrier embodies the best of both worlds. Are you ready for a ball of terrier fire in a pint-sized blue and tan package? Feisty yet devoted, spirited yet refined, the Silky is a hardy little companion who’s sure to delight. Find out about the breed to see if you and the Silky are a perfect match!
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Breed Standard for the Silky Terrier

Learn the requirements of a well-bred Silky Terrier by studying the description of the breed as set forth by the American Kennel Club. Both show dogs and pets must possess key characteristics as outlined in the standard.
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Your Puppy Silky Terrier

Be advised about choosing a reputable breeder and selecting a healthy, typical puppy. Understand the responsibilities of ownership, including home preparation, acclimatization, the vet and prevention of common puppy problems.
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Everyday Care of Your Silky Terrier

Enter into a sensible discussion of dietary and feeding considerations, exercise, grooming, traveling and identification of your dog. This chapter discusses Silky Terrier care for all stages of development.
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Training Your Silky Terrier

By Charlotte Schwartz
Be informed about the importance of training your Silky Terrier from the basics of house-breaking and understanding the development of a young dog to executing obedience commands (sit, stay, down, etc.).
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Health Care of Your Silky Terrier

Discover how to select a qualified vet and care for your dog at all stages of life. Topics include vaccinations, skin problems, dealing with external and internal parasites and common medical and behavioral conditions.
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Your Senior Silky Terrier

Consider the care of your senior Silky Terrier, including the proper diet for a senior. Recognize the signs of an aging dog, both behavioral and medical; implement a special-care program with your vet and become comfortable with making the final decisions and arrangements for your senior Silky Terrier.
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Behavior of Your Silky Terrier

Learn to recognize and handle behavioral problems that may arise with your Silky Terrier. Topics discussed include separation anxiety, aggression, barking, chewing, digging, begging, jumping up and more.
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By any other name, the Silky Terrier is one of the world’s most delightful little breeds, renowned for its soft, silky coat and its appealing temperament.
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The name game! Before we meet the Silky Terrier, let’s take a moment to marvel at all of the names once assigned this breed. Today called the Silky Terrier in the United States and Canada, and the Australian Silky Terrier in Australia and the United Kingdom, the breed has also been called the following names: Australian Terrier, Soft or Silky Coated; Terrier, Soft and Silky; Sydney Silky Terrier; Victorian Silky Terrier; Soft as Silk; Broken-coated Toy Terrier and Broken-coated Blue Terrier. To further confound his fans, in Australia, the UK, the US and Canada, the Silky Terrier competes in the Toy Group, while in Europe and beyond, we find him in the Terrier Group. With over 100 years spent hammering out these “details,” it is no wonder that such a delightful little dog was, for decades, a novelty to lovers of terrier types.

Ask breeders of the Silky Terrier to explain this merry mix of names and groups, and you will be told that this is a true “toy terrier”—the happy result of breeding terrier traits into an appealing, compact companion. Known as the “Silky,” the breed has a rich and somewhat mysterious history. Luckily, historians, determined to trace its origins, have uncovered compelling background on this dog. You, the new owner and happy book buyer, are the benefactor.
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THE SYDNEY RATTER

Unlike other working Australian breeds, the Silky was one of the first Australian-created breeds developed for owners of apartments and cottages in Sydney. Excellent ratters, they soon became prized for their devotion to their family.



While origins may be debated, one fact stands without dissension: The breed is a “byproduct” of the Australian Terrier—a cross between terrier breeds established in Australia by settlers from England in the 19th century. Therefore, any discussion of the Silky Terrier, developed as a distinct breed in Australia after the turn of the 20th century, requires a study of the earlier Australian Terrier. Without records kept of those terrier breeds that created the Australian, historians have been forced to speculate. Some of the breeds involved include the Dandie Dinmont Terrier, Manchester Terrier, Skye Terrier, Norwich Terrier, Border Terrier, Cairn Terrier, Scottish Terrier, Fox Terrier and Airedale Terrier. Many regard a breed called the Rough or Broken-haired Terrier as the primary foundation stock.
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The heavily coated and tiny Yorkshire Terrier is a prominent ancestor of the Silky Terrier.

Whatever the exact breeds, there is little doubt that the Australian Terrier resulted from stock produced by many types of terriers (particularly short-legged breeds) from Great Britain and the Continent. And with the semi-isolation of Australia from the British homeland, this distinctly “Australian-developed breed” became the available terrier blood to develop the Silky Terrier.

With the growing popularity of Australian Terriers, breeders introduced the Yorkshire Terrier in an attempt to improve color in the blue and tan dogs. The resultant litters contained some dogs that resembled the Australian Terrier, some that looked like the Yorkshire and some that retained qualities of both. But breeders were not out to produce “another Yorkshire.” The goal was to breed a blue and tan silky-coated dog that was larger and less coated than the Yorkshire. This desired breed, the Silky Terrier, would derive his strength from his larger ancestor, the Australian Terrier, and his size and style from the smaller Yorkshire Terrier. Ideally, the breed would be suited to city and apartment dwellings, perfect pets and willing ratters for Australia’s growing metropolitan cities.

The first standard for the Australian Silky Terrier was drawn up in Melbourne, Victoria, in 1904. A separate standard was created in Sydney, New South Wales, in 1906. The two states had two different standards for the one breed as well as slightly different preferences for type. The Victorians preferred the smaller Yorkie type of rich blue color; the New South Welshmen preferred honey-colored coats with light eyes.

In 1907, the newly developed breed, shown previously under the name of Terrier, Soft and Silky, was first exhibited at the Royal Dog Show in Sydney as the Sydney Silky Terrier. The following year, 1908, the Sydney Silky and Yorkshire Terrier Club was organized in the state of New South Wales, based on its first standard for the breed, adopted in 1906. That same year, 1908, in the state of Victoria, the Victoria Silky and Yorkshire Terrier Club was founded, issuing a different standard. Preferences for the silky coat type and color, eyes, size, etc., were established within each club, but a main purpose of both clubs was to draw up standards to distinguish between the Silky and Yorkshire for dog-show competition.
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ORIGINAL PURPOSE

Although today’s Silky is the ideal home companion, it is said that this inquisitive terrier was once considered a working dog, bred to control rodents.



The ongoing crossbreeding between the Australian and Yorkshire and the subsequent backbreeding between the offspring produced a confusing array of dogs, often distinguishable only by weight. Under the clubs’ new standards, a dog under 8 pounds would compete as a Yorkshire, one slightly larger competed as a Silky and the 12- to 14-pound dog appeared as an Australian Terrier. Allowing judges and breeders to develop specific conformation characteristics for these breeds, the clubs paved the way for the development of the distinctive appearance, as well as correct size of the breed, then known as the Sydney Silky. During that initial period, breeders were permitted to register individual pups from litters as whichever breed they most resembled. It wasn’t until 1932 that legislation was introduced to establish the three breeds and prohibit further crossbreeding.


A DANDIE TOPKNOT

While the Silky is considered a blend of the Australian Terrier and the Yorkshire Terrier, the breed’s distinctive topknot is said to have been acquired from the Dandie Dinmont.

[image: image]



Ironically, American interest in the Silky Terrier during the mid-1950s spurred interest in the breed in its native Australia. Most Silky Terriers were still found in Victoria and New South Wales, and it wasn’t until 1956 that the breed dropped the “Sydney” in its name and became officially the Australian Silky Terrier. In March 1958, the Australian Silky Terrier Club of Victoria was formed, followed in December of 1959 by the Australian Silky Terrier Club of New South Wales. When the newly formed Australian National Kennel Council realized that the American Kennel Club was about to recognize the breed, the group worked speedily to compile its own standard. The result was a greatly improved standard that, within only a few years, vastly enhanced the Silky’s soundness and size conformation.

It wasn’t until the 1950s that the breed took the spotlight in Australia’s Toy Group competitions. Aus. Ch. Bella Marie, offspring of Aus. Ch. Kansas Kiwi and Hillside Melody, and bred by the Norman Wenker family, was one of the first Silky Terriers to draw attention, winning high praise at the 1953 Royal Melbourne show. But one of the first Silkys to win Toy Groups and all-breed Best in Show honors was Aus. Ch. Milan Tony of Milan Kennels. He sired two dozen champions and his progeny are in today’s winning lines in Australia. By the mid-60s, entries rose and the breed today remains a favorite in Australia’s show ring—and in the home.

In Great Britain, the Silky Terrier arrived in the 1930s as a “new breed,” still known as the Sydney Silky. A 1955 edition of Hutchinson’s Dog Encyclopaedia pictures a Silky named Roimata Bon Ton, bred in New Zealand and a prizewinner at the Canterbury Kennel Club show in 1933. But it wasn’t until the late 1970s that more Silkys were imported and the breed gained a following in Great Britain. Already smitten by the pint-sized Yorkshire Terrier, quite similar to the Silky in type, coat and color, British small-dog fanciers needed time and exposure to warm up to this “new” breed. But a good Silky, in type and temperament, is a dog to be reckoned with. Those fanciers with an eye to quality saw in the correct Silky specimens a formidable breed with great character and appeal.

Among the first British Silkys imported were two by Barbara Garbett: Apico Yatara Dutchboy and Glenpetite Lolita. Coolmine Dockan, from Ireland, was imported by Linda Steward during this same period, as was Australia’s Glenpetite Wataboy. The inaugural meeting of the Australian Silky Terrier Society was held in 1980, and today, there are many British Silkys of good quality, bred and shown by caring breeders committed to maintaining the correct type of the original imports.
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A SILKY ANCESTOR—THE AUSTRALIAN TERRIER

Breed historians agree that the Silky emerged as a “by-product” during the establishment of the Australian Terrier. The earlier available history of the Australian Terrier is covered in The Dog in Australasia, by Walter Beilby, published in Australia in 1897.



THE SILKY IN THE US

Perhaps nowhere outside Australia are Silky Terrier fans as active as in the United States. Indeed, Australian fanciers admit that it was the growing popularity and recognition of the breed in America that “shook up” their own breed clubs and spurred them to create a better working standard. The Australian standard was approved and adopted on March 30, 1959—and a copy was rushed to the American Kennel Club (AKC) in New York City, where, two weeks later on April 14, the AKC standard for the Silky Terrier was approved.
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THE RISE TO POPULARITY

A 1954 cover photo of a Silky by well-known animal photographer, Walter Chandoha, captivated the American public. By 1959, they became the 113th breed eligible to receive American Kennel Club championship points and approximately 400-500 Silkys had been imported—a dramatic increase from the 30 or so in the US in 1954.



Many years before this, however, the first Silkys arrived in America. The breed’s earliest pioneers, two Australian imports in the early 1930s, Beaconsfield Smart Tone and Dream Girl, owned by Mrs. G. E. Thomas of Washington, DC, appeared on the February 1936 issue of the National Geographic magazine. The first Silky Terrier kennel was established in 1948 by Martha and Geoffrey Sutcliffe in Charlotte, North Carolina, whose story is legendary among American Silky fanciers. During World War II, Mr. Sutcliffe was taken prisoner in Shanghai. His wife flew to Australia to await his release, and during her stay, she fell in love with this intriguing national breed. Importing males, Kelso Dinkum and Wee Waa Aussie, along with a female, Glenbrae Sally, they established the Kanimbla kennel and bred a number of litters until the early 1970s. Their line comes down to present-day Silkys in the US.

In 1951, America’s ongoing love affair with the Silky Terrier rocketed when respected Silky authority, Peggy Smith, then a newcomer to the breed, imported Brenhill Splinters, an Australian bitch. A male, Wexford Pogo, quickly followed in 1952, and over the next few years, Peggy Smith and her “Christmas pets” thrust this little little-known breed into the spotlight. Living in New York in 1954 and new to the sport of dogs, Mrs. Smith and her husband, Merle, made the decision to show. Their “pets” were of fine show stock and the Smiths entered Wexford Pogo at the Westchester Kennel Club show in the Miscellaneous Class. It was at this show that well-known animal photographer, Walter Chandoha happened upon Pogo’s puppy, Redway Blue Boy. The photographer was so charmed that he had Mrs. Smith bring the pup to his studio. The resulting shot made the cover of This Week magazine and, within a month, Peggy Smith was receiving hundreds of inquiries from prospective Silky fans!

Over the next year, more than one hundred Silky Terriers were imported to the US. More and more photos appeared—silky-coated toys, perched beside their “rich and famous” owners—and dog people marveled at the country’s captivation by the breed. (As for Wexford Pogo, one of the Silkys that started it all, he was declared by the late Fred David, Australia’s Silky authority and judge, to be “the most representative Silky Terrier in the United States.” Sire of numerous champions, he was “cover dog” for the first American book on the breed, published by Dr. Herbert Axelrod).
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The diminutive Yorkshire Terrier and the rugged Australian Terrier gave rise to the Silky Terrier.
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POST-WAR EXPORTS

Shortly after World War I, Australian Terrier and Silky Terrier puppies were sent around the globe. Hundreds of ships came into Australian harbors, where many Australian Silky Terrier puppies were purchased for 15 shillings each. The ships then returned to their homelands, where the puppies were sold.



As the Silky grew prominent as pet and cover dog, those shown were entered in the AKC’s Miscellaneous Class, essentially a showcase (and weigh station) for rare breeds. But it wasn’t until 1955 that the Silky fired up the show world. Robert Garrett’s Redway Splinter’s Boy by Wexford Pogo out of Brenthill Splinters was the first of the breed ever entered at the Golden Gate show, the most prestigious West Coast dog show, held annually in San Francisco. The ensuing media blitz made this Silky the show’s star attraction—the “rare dog breed”—and, just one year later, Golden Gate’s Silky Terrier entry was up to 14. By year’s end, large numbers competed in shows across the US, and by 1959, an estimated 400 to 500 dogs had been imported. From rare breed “cover dog” in 1954 to the 113th breed to earn acceptance by the AKC in 1959, the Silky Terrier had come a long way.
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The modern-day Silky Terrier enjoys moderate popularity around the world, from its native land “Down Under” to Europe, Asia and North America.

Peggy Smith stayed active in the breed, compiling exhaustive records of imports, show history and pedigrees of American champions. Along with her own imports in the 1950s, Aus. Ch. Bowenvale Murray and Aus. Ch. Kelso Lady Susan dominated the show ring and influenced the look and future of the breed. As breed popularity increased, importing slowed down. American-bred Silkys appeared, perhaps none as prominent as Ch. Silkallure Casanova, owned and bred by Mona and Vic Bracco of California. Pronounced “unforgettable and irreplaceable,” this well-beloved Silky accumulated over 100 Bests of Breed between 1964 and 1978. Even more impressive were his numerous Group placements and wins, rare then for the breed. He took Best of Breed at Westminster in 1966 and 1968 and captured a Group 4 in 1966. Add to all those achievements his record as top producer of champions, and he may well be called one of the most influential Silky Terriers in the breed’s US history.

As for historian Peggy Smith, this devoted breeder can be most proud of her three Westminster Best of Breed Silky Terriers: Elsa Vinisko’s Ch. Redway Lord Michael in 1962, her own Ch. Redway For Pete’s Sake in 1975 and Ch. Redway Danny Boy O’Wexford in 1978—all owner-handled.


INDIAN SILKYS

Silkys exported to India in the early 20th century were extremely popular with the rajahs as pets. The tiniest dogs were the most prized.



SILKYS IN CANADA

Canada was a latecomer to the breed, but by the 1960s, fanciers fell under the Silky’s spell and lost little time showing off their “new” breed. “Tinkerbelle,” owned by Mrs. Marian Wait of New Brunswick and believed to have been bred by Mrs. W. Seagley of Topeka, Indiana, was the first known Silky in Canada. Mrs. Wait imported a few more, some from Australia, and with her total of seven Silkys by 1966, the breed became eligible to be added to the list of pure-bred dogs in Canada, having been passed by the Breed Recognition Committee of the Canadian Kennel Club (CKC). Asked by the CKC to submit a standard, Mrs. Wait presented an exact copy of the AKC standard for the Silky, which was accepted and adopted. The breed became known in Canada as the Silky Toy Terrier and, then, in 1988, the Silky Terrier.

One of Canada’s top Silkys in the early years was Ch. Bonneen’s Arunta Chieftain, known as “Amos.” This personable dog, clever and of perfect type, was the first Silky to win Best in Show in both the US and Canada. Over his lifetime, he won over 100 Group firsts and a total of 33 Bests in Show. Each year, more and more Silkys are registered by the CKC. In 1987, devoted fancier, Dot Seabrook, established the first Silky club in Canada.

THE BREED ON THE CONTINENT

Silky Terriers are shown in the Terrier Group at Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI) shows and in most European countries. But until 1961, Silkys were virtually unknown throughout Europe. Their introduction is attributed to an American, Robert Cooley of Coolaroo Kennels in California, who attended the 1961 Hofstad dog show in The Hague, Holland. Upon meeting Dutch fancier Anny Reijerink-Tibbe (now Anny Hartman-Tibbe of Germany), an exhibitor of Cairn Terriers, Cooley’s enthusiasm for his Silkys prompted her to import two of his dogs, Coolaroo Karin and Coolaroo Pasja, both out of Australian champions. Captivated by the pair, Mrs. Reijerink-Tibbe exhibited the two Silkys all over Europe, winning new devotees to the breed everywhere they were shown.

In France, too, the first Silky Terriers came from Coolaroo Kennels, imported by Pierre Passerieux, Farmer’s Kennels. As the breed grew in popularity, more were imported from Australia. One of France’s earliest top winners was Int. Ch. Vetzyme de la Colline de Lorette, bred by Evelyne Pruvost and owned by Odile Tremblay.
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A toy terrier sound in mind and body is the goal of every Silky Terrier breeding program.

Sweden’s first Silky Terrier breeders were Anna Lisa and Elisabeth Westberg of Vaster-backens Kennels. Charmed by a Silky brought into Sweden, they imported Australian dog, Aus. Ch. Coolibah Cobbity, and bitch, Booroondara Steffe. With this pair, they whelped the first litter of their own breeding in 1965, and Cobbity quickly became a Swedish and Norwegian champion. Another kennel of distinction at this time was Lillgardens, which imported a champion Silky from California’s famous Coolaroo Kennels and three more bitches from Mona and Victor Bracco of California. All three dogs became international champions. Other famous winners at Nordic shows were Int. and Nord. Ch. Samiras Harrax, bred by Gunn-Britt Hjelm, and Int. Ch. Softhair’s Silver Air, bred and owned by Britta Samuelsson. He was heavily line-bred to another top show dog, Aus., Swed. and Norw. Ch. Munbilla Rob Roy.

Through selective breeding and dedication to their dogs, Silky Terrier breeders throughout the world work to produce the same quality Silkys bred in turn-of-the-century Australia. Talk to a Silky breeder and you will be struck by a passion and commitment. Often, the dogs are owner-handled, their exhibitors as outgoing as the breed. With that same joie de vivre, they welcome newcomers willing to work together toward a toy terrier that continues to be sound in mind and body and possessed of a true Silky spirit.


A SILKY SUGARBABY

One of the Silky Terrier’s most famous owners was Hollywood star Ann Miller. Asked on a visit to Australia what souvenir she would like to bring home, she replied, “I’d love one of those little Silky Terriers!”
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Through the process of selective breeding, breeding the best bitches to the best dogs, using the standard as a guide, the Silky Terrier appears nearly the same from country to country.
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Brave, brawny fellow in the field? Or sweet, petite friend by the fire? In many homes, the sides are drawn when choosing the family dog. But what if both big- and little-dog characteristics could be found in one perfect package? The Silky Terrier is that pint-sized pup with great expectations. Spunky and self-possessed, with the sweet, generous nature of a companion dog, the Silky is a people-pleaser. “Look at me, Mom and Dad!” he implores. Racing, chasing, eager and alert—no Silky’s adventure is complete without you by his side.

[image: image]

Endearing and spirited, the Silky Terrier thrives as a companion dog, when surrounded by affection and kind treatment.


POCKET-WATCHDOG

Affectionate and devoted, the Silky is also a protective and possessive watchdog. Some show exhibitors say the safest place to leave your purse is beside your Silky in his crate!



Generations of breeding for gentleness of disposition have produced one of the most endearing yet spirited breeds in the purebred dog world. Many owners call their Silkys the “just right” dog—just the right size, just the right temperament, just the right companion. Sure of himself but eager to please, lively but not hyper, protective but not aggressive, the “big little” Silky ranks high as a household companion. And home is where he wants to be. His day does not begin until your arrival, his joy to see you surpassing all other events in his typical terrier day. Tail trembling, he lets you know, without a doubt, that you are number-one in his world!

With an eye to Australia’s growth, early breeders sought a dog suited to city and apartment dwelling in the Sydney metropolis of New South Wales. His sturdiness and prowess for vermin-hunting derived from his larger terrier relation, the Australian Terrier. His small-dog appeal came from the diminutive Yorkshire Terrier. These remain qualities that fanciers look for in the breed: a small dog with the stamina of a large dog. He is not fragile; rather he is a lovable lapful. That he is a pretty dog is, no doubt, disarming, but even those who believe “it takes a big man to walk a little dog” would have no quarrel striding alongside a feisty Silky.

Not content with mere beauty and brains, breeders have produced an easy-maintenance dog. The Silky’s non-shedding, odorless, single coat requires minimal grooming and trimming. A daily brushing and occasional snip will keep this blue and tan toy terrier looking handsome and well groomed.

The game Silky may still stalk a rat or snake, but this is a breed whose charm is in his devotion to his household. From years as a companion dog in the home, he craves civilization and socialization. Return his unwavering devotion and you will receive unconditional love.

The Silky does well with young and old, although, as with any small dog, children should be quietly introduced and taught to show their canine companion kindness and respect. He will adore every member of his family unconditionally but may attach himself to a lucky favorite!
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“WHO YOU CALLING ‘TOY’?”

The Silky Terrier has impressive physical strength for his size. Compared to other toy breeds, he is not fragile and his stamina makes him an energetic companion to children in the family.



The Silky takes pride in his terrier heritage and a throaty “yip” will greet most would-be intruders at the door. Many a delivery person has backed behind the entryway, only to smile when this little vixen with the big voice presents himself. Most Silkys play polite hosts in the home, and even the more timid and reserved will respond to kind strangers once introduced.

His terrier background makes the Silky one of the sturdiest and hardiest of the Toy breeds, yet one of the smallest breeds in countries where he is placed in the Terrier Group. But size has never been a problem in his big-dog heart and he thinks nothing of playing in the “big-boy leagues.” Feisty, demanding, fleet of mind and foot, the Silky plays boldly and assertively. He can be scrappy with brash dogs and his love of chasing will not enamor him to the family cat, rabbit or any other small mammal. Most do well in multiple-dog families, but they can be territorial and possessive of toys and food, and take little nonsense if challenged by other canines. Silkys can be acclimated to felines, though an owner should think twice about keeping fancy rodents in the home of a Silky!
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The Silky Terrier is prized for his devoted nature, characterized by his territoriality and protectiveness (of his master, property and especially his own bed).


A DISCERNING CHARACTER

With keen intelligence and inquiring eyes, the Silky is said to discern friend from foe. Observe and listen to your Silky. He has much to say, once you learn his language.



Take a front-row seat at playtime—the Silky’s frenzied escapades around the yard are top-notch entertainment. But his high spirits should always be contained within a fenced area. His courage sometimes overrides his sense of safety, so owners should keep a sharp eye on his amusing shenanigans that can lead to trouble.

Owners agree that the breed’s tremendous devotion is his most-prized quality. Talk to your Silky and he will understand far more than you realize. He is keenly alert, observing all, missing nothing. He is territorial and protective of you, and his purpose in life is to be your special friend. To deserve that trust, you will want to provide him with a life of emotional happiness and well-being. He should live in the home, actively involved in your activities. He is not a breed to be outside in a kennel, left to weather the boredom and “amuse himself.” He enjoys the outside only with you by his side and he thrives on your undivided attention.

Along with his loving nature, the Silky has an innate intelligence. Describing his knack to discern friend from foe, owners claim that the Silky can detect attitude and vibes from people they meet—so don’t be surprised to find your Silky artfully assessing you! As is true for any intelligent breed, training and supervised play are crucial to getting the best out of your relationship. From the day that your puppy comes home, get him used to your touch and to being handled by all family members. Playtime is a great opportunity to communicate, stimulate his mind and seal the bond of your relationship. (Remember that exhausting a high-spirited puppy ensures you a better night’s sleep!) We are all, human or canine, the product of our experiences. It is up to you to ensure that your companion enjoys a wealth of encounters that make him grow and thrive. Help your Silky reach his highest mental and emotional intelligence with simple socialization and loving discipline.

The smarter the dog, the greater his eagerness to “be the boss.” While ceaselessly devoted, the Silky Terrier likes to get his own way; without training, he will orchestrate the household. Even a cute “petty dictator” can become a nuisance, warn devotees of the breed. Setting boundaries right at the beginning will give him reasonable guidelines and make him eager to please. Silky Terriers want to please, so half the battle is won. But he must learn that “No” means “no” and “Sit” means “sit.” Give a command only once. Repeat it 100 times and the savvy Silky will wait until you get to 99! Expect him to respond quickly, as long as he understands the command. If he doesn’t, gently but firmly guide him. Always use positive reinforcement, never punishment. Silkys can be stubborn if “forced,” so keep the training upbeat and fuel his natural curiosity. Don’t think of training as a battle of wits. With the Silky, you’ve met your match, and only when you work as a team will your relationship blossom.

Training may also save your dog’s life. Responding immediately to a command such as “Drop it” or “Down” has saved many dogs from poisoning or physical injuries on the street.

The Silky brings his eagerness, vigor, alertness and concentration to his training. Your contribution to this team is persistence and patience. A polite, trained Silky is a companion in sync with you and your lifestyle. Spending time with you is his reward for learning, but a partnership of communication, trust and love is your reward for training.


SILKY COLORATION

Silky pups are born jet black with tan markings. You may have to wait up until 18 months to know for certain the color of your adult dog.
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A TERRIER IN CLASS

The “true terrier” may creep out when you work with your Silky in obedience. You cannot force a Silky to perform. He will shine when he wants to please you and when he believes he is having a good time. Try to find an obedience class that understands small dogs as well as terrier temperament.



A breed of stamina and vitality, the Silky keeps his puppy spirit throughout his life. When treated like a hardy dog, not a toy, he shows his true spirit and confidence. Don’t let his diminutive size, lovely coat and engaging smile fool you. He is a high-energy dog and those who choose his companionship should consider their lifestyles and how much attention they can devote to his physical and emotional needs. Like the big dogs they emulate, Silkys are happiest when occupied and active. This is a terrier with the tenacity to romp with the big dogs, ward off intruders and find trouble if he thinks it looks like fun. An unsupervised, bored Silky may generate his own mischief, raiding papers and pantries and fulfilling his fiber needs with pieces of the backyard fence.

Exercise and stimulation are crucial to his well-being. A couple of daily walks, a sniff about the landscape and some rough-and-tumble family fun will make him a happy, most agreeable companion. Be aware that the Silky is a very curious fellow. Anytime your Silky is in an open area, he should at all times be kept on a lead. Unrestricted, who knows where his nose will take him!

There is plenty of fun to be had together. Dog clubs and organizations offer a wealth of events where Silkys can show off. Obedience, agility and earthdog events are activities that stimulate his mind as well as his physical condition. Your Silky with do anything—with you by his side.

A vigorous breed, the Silky lives well into his teens and rarely needs medical treatment. For now, this toy terrier appears relatively free from the hereditary diseases that plague many other breeds. As with any dog, if you know your Silky well, you will be alert to any signals of ill health. Appetite, thirst, activity level, toilet habits, etc., are all signs of your dog’s well-being. As he ages, watch for tooth, eye and ear problems, and swellings under the skin. Regular grooming sessions with your Silky will help you know his body so that you can quickly detect any changes that may need treatment. Fortunately, the Silky’s health is as tenacious as his spirit, so expect your companion to enjoy a long and happy life with you.


[image: image]

AFFECTION REQUIRED

This is not a breed that tolerates long periods alone. Small in stature but high in energy, the Silky, left to himself, may generate some rather “creative” amusements! Provide him with a safe, dog-proof area when you are away. Better still, be generous of your time and affection.



[image: image]

As your Silky Terrier ages, be alert for changes that could indicate health problems. Be especially attentive to checking for swellings under the skin.

Big-dog virtues in a diminutive companion: curiosity, courage, pride, protectiveness, dignity and confidence. Bred into the Silky Terrier through generations, these traits are as natural to the breed as his generous spirit. Many fanciers believe that once a Silky wins a place in your heart, there will always remain that place that only a Silky can fill.




End of sample
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HOMEOPATHIC REMEDIES FOR YOUR DOG

Symptom/Ailment Possible Remedy
ALLERGIES  Apis Mellfica 30c, Astacus Fluvitils 6c, Pulsatila 30c, Urtica Urens 6c
ALOPECIA Alumina 30c, Lycopodium 30, Sepia 30c, Thallium 6¢
ANAL GLANDS (BLOCKED) Hepar Sulphuris Calcareum 30c, Sanicula 6c, Silicea 6¢c
ARTHRITIS Rhus Toxicodendron 6c, Bryonia Alba 6¢
CANINE COUGH Drosera 6, Ipecacuanha 30¢
CATARACT Calcarea Carbonica ¢, Conium Maculatum 6c, Phosphorus 30, Silicea 30¢
CONSTIPATION Alumina 6, Carbo Vegetabilis 30c, Graphites ¢, Nitricum Acidum 30, Silicea 6¢
COUGHING Aconitum Napellus éc, Belladonna 30c, Hyoscyamus Niger 30c, Phosphorus 30¢
DIARRHEA Arsenicum Album 30c, Aconitum Napellus 6¢, Chamomilla 30c, Mercurius Corrosivus 30¢
DRYEYE  Zincum Metallicum 30¢
EAR PROBLEMS Aconitum Napellus 30c, Belladonna 30c, Hepar Sulphuris 30c, Tellurium 30c, Psorinum 200c
EYE PROBLEMS  Borax 6c, Aconitum Napellus 30c, Graphites 6¢, Staphysagria 6c, Thuja Occidentalis 30¢
GLAUCOMA Aconitum Napellus 30c, Apis Melifica 6c, Phosphorus 30¢
HEAT STROKE Belladonna 30c, Gelsemium Sempervirens 30, Sulphur 30¢
HICCOUGHS cinchona Deficinalis 6¢
HIP DYSPLASIA Colocynthis 6¢, Rhus Toxicodendron 6, Bryonia Alba 6¢
INCONTINENCE Argentum Nitricum ¢, Causticum 30c, Conium Maculatum 30c, Pulsatilla 30c, Sepia 30¢
INSECTBITES Apis Mellifica 30c, Cantharis 30c, Hypericum Perforatum 6c, Urtica Urens 30¢
ITCHING Alumina 30c, Arsenicum Album 30c, Carbo Vegetabilis 30c, Hypericum Perforatum 6, Mezerium 6c, Sulphur 30c
MASTITIS Apis Mellifica 30¢, Belladonna 30c, Urtica Urens Im
MOTION SICKNESS Coculus 6, Petraleum 6c
PATELLAR LUXATION  Gelsemium Sempervirens 6¢, Rhus Toxicodendron 6¢
PENIS PROBLEMS Aconitum Napellus 30c, Hepar Sulphuris Calcareum 30c, Pulsatilla 30c, Thuja Occidentalis 6¢
PUPPY TEETHING Calcarea Carbonica 6¢, Chamonilla 6c, Phytolacca 6¢
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CANINE DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE

It is important to understand how and at what age a puppy develops into adulthood.
If you are a puppy owner, consult the following Canine Development Schedule to
determine the stage of development your puppy is currently experiencing.

This knowledge will help you as you work with the puppy in the weeks and months ahead.

Period Age Characteristics

Puppy needs food, sleep and warmth, and responds to

BEr simple and gentle touching. Needs mother for security and

FirsT - disciplining. Needs littermates for learning and interacting
e G with other dogs. Pup learns to function within a pack and

THIRD WeEks. learns pack order of dominance. Begin socializing pup with

adults and children for short periods. Pup begins to become
aware of his environment.

Brain is fully developed. Needs socializing with outside

ey world. Remove from mother and littermates. Needs to

FOURTH o change from canine pack to human pack. Human domi-
TWELVE 3
Weks nance necessary. Fear period occurs between 8 and 12
weeks. Avoid fright and pain.
Training and formal obedience should begin. Less
THIRTEEN 5550 ciation with other dogs, more with people, places,
To

FIFTH situations. Period will pass easily if you remember this is
SXTEEN  pyp's change-to-adolescence time. Be firm and fair. Flight

Weeks instinct prominent. Permissiveness and over-disciplining can
do permanent damage. Praise for good behavior.
Four Another fear period about 7 to 8 months of age. It passes
JuveNiLe TO quickly, but be cautious of fright and pain. Sexual maturity
EiGHT reached. Dominant traits established. Dog should

MontHs  understand sit, down, come and stay by now.

NOTE: THESE ARE APPROXIMATE TIME FRAMES. ALLOW FOR INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES IN PUPPIES.
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Atrue toy terrier in a glossy, silky
coat, the Silky Terrier has the
charisma and confidence of a large
dog in a diminutive package. Hailing
from Down Under, this hardy hunting
terrier proves to be an intelligent and
affectionate companion, keenly alert
and always responsive to his owner
and his environment. For the family
seeking an active, medium-small dog
with joie de vivre and a unique sense
of fun, the Silky Terrier fits the bill
perfectly.

Illustrated with over 135
photographs in color, this compre-
hensive introductory guide provides
concise information on the breed’s
history in Australia and beyond,
characteristics and breed standard,
plus discussions on feeding,
grooming, obedience training, preven-
tative health care and more. For first-
time owners, the author's chapters on
puppy care and housebreaking will
prove especially useful. Helpful hints
and important information are
highlighted to provide easy access to
everything the reader needs to know
about life with a Silky Terrier from
puppyhood to the senior years.
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HEALTH AND VACCINATION SCHEDULE
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Hip Dysplasia

Rabies ("4

Vaccinations are not instantly effective. It takes about two weeks for the dog’s immune system to develop
antibodies. Most vaccinations require annual booster shots. Your vet should guide you in this regard.
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INTERNAL ORGANS OF THE SILKY TERRIER

1. Esophagus
2. Lungs

3. Gall Bladder

4. Liver

5. Kidney
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DISEASE REFERENCE CHART

2

What is it? What causes it? Symptoms Y
Leptospirosis  Severe disease that affects A bacterium, which s often carried by rodents, that  Range from fever, vomiting and loss of appetite n less
the internal organs; enters through mucous membranes and spreads severe cases to shock, irreversible kidney damage and
can be spread to people. quickly throughout the body. possibly death in most severe cases.
Rabies Potentially eadly virus that Bite from a carrier of the virus, Iststage: dog exhibits change in behavior, fear.
infects warm-blooded mammals.  mainly wild animals. nd stage: dog’s behavior becomes more aggressive.
3rd stage: loss of coordination, trouble with bodily functions.
Parvovirus Highly contagious virus, Ingestion of the virus, which is usually spread Most common: severe diarrhea.
potentially deadly. through the feces of infected dogs. Also vomiting, faigue, lack of appetite.
Canine cough  Contagiousrespratory infection.  Combination of types of bacteria and virus. Chronic cough.
Most common: Bordetella bronchiseptica bacteria
and parainfluenza virus.
Distemper Disease primariy affecting Virus that isrelated to the human measles virus. Mild symptoms such as fever,lack of appetite and mucus
respiratory and nervous system. secretion progress to evidence of brain damage, “hard pad™
Hepatitis Virus primarly affecting Canine adenovirus type | (CAV-1). Enters system Lesser symptoms include listlessness, diarthea, vomiting. More:
the liver. ‘when dog breathes in particles. severe symptoms include “blue-eye” (clumps of virus in eye).
Coronavirus Virus resulting in Virus s spread through infected dogs feces. Stomach upset evidenced by lack of appetite,
digestive problems. vomiting, diarrhea.





