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USING THIS BOOK

I wrote this book assuming that you already know at least enough Japanese to get by. Maybe you’ve spent enough time in Japan to get the hang of the basics. Or maybe you nerded out on so much anime that you acquired the entire Gundam vocabulary through osmosis. Or listened to those “Learn Japanese in 24 Hours” CDs until you can order blowfish sashimi without batting an eyelid. Whatever, this book is designed to expand your Japanese past the edge of conventional learning methods.

One thing about the Japanese language, which you’ll find me repeating all through this book—it’s very, very contextual. What you say depends on who you are speaking to, and this book is meant to be used in the company of friends. So be warned that if you say any of the words and phrases in Dirty Japanese to someone older than you, or to a stranger of any age, you can expect them to look at you as if you’d just peed in their kitchen sink.

But when you’re among friends or fellow debauchers, let’s face it—“Konnichiwa, yoroshiku onegai shimasu” is going to make you stand out like… well… a foreigner.

So Dirty Japanese is all about the up-to-date slangish words, super-casual phrases, sexy sayings, and innuendos  that you aren’t going to find anywhere else. (And yes, there’s some just plain rude, deficky stuff too. Fuck it—readers with delicate sensibilities can skip over those pages and still get plenty of benefit from the rest of the book.)

Each word or phrase in English is followed by its Japanese equivalent, first as it’s written in Japanese characters and then spelled out in the Roman alphabet. A lot of people〈〈〈〈READING JAPANESE〉〉〉〉

If you haven’t tackled the challenge of learning to read Japanese yet, it’s not as hard as it looks like it should be. Japanese writing uses three (or maybe four) different sets of characters.

HIRAGANA, full of loops and curves, is an “alphabet” made up of 46 characters representing every sound in the Japanese language—a, i, u, e, o, ka, ki, ku, ke, ko, sa, shi, su, se, so, ta, chi, tsu . . . and so on. It is usually used for writing basic Japanese words. The following words are written in hiragana:



	[image: 003]	ossu	What’s up!
	[image: 004]	ampontan	dorkface
	[image: 005]	isoginchaku	sea anemone




KATAKANA, a simple, angular “alphabet,” also has 46 characters. Each one corresponds to a hiragana character, though there can be subtle differences in pronunciation that you don’t really need to worry about. It is usually used for writing borrowed foreign words (like “computer”), foreign names, company names, and newly coined Japanese words (like “karaoke”). Here are some examples of katakana:



	[image: 006]	baiagura	Viagra
	[image: 007]	tomu kurūzu	Tom Cruise
	[image: 008]	rāmen	ramen






 who speak pretty decent Japanese can’t read a word of it—and you don’t really need to. Well, not unless you hope to find your way around Tokyo on your own. You can still get everything in this book from the Roman alphabet versions.

Now take your Dirty Japanese and get dirty with it!

KANJI, which looks very complicated, is a set of “ideograms” imported from China as early as the 5th century. There are thousands of kanji characters, and many of them can be pronounced in different ways, depending on context. Good luck. Fortunately, teachers say you only need to know 1945 kanji characters for complete Japanese literacy. Most of the others are only used to represent the names of specific places and people, so you can think of them as corporate logos and only learn to recognize the ones you need. For example:

	[image: 009]	joshi kōsei	schoolgirl
	[image: 010]	bijin hakumei	beautiful women have unfortunate fates
	[image: 011]	kenka jōtō	tough motherfucker




ROMANJI, the Roman (English) alphabet, is now spreading to Japan because of globalization. You’ll encounter it in Japanese slang, especially for writing abbreviations and acronyms of American words and high-tech terms.

You’ll find complete lists of hiragana and katakana characters, along with the basic kanji characters, in the front or back of most standard Japanese-English phrasebooks. Study them and challenge yourself to relate them to the words and phrases in this book. I hereby promise that anybody—even Americans—can learn to read hiragana and katakana in about a week, if sufficiently inspired.



〈〈〈〈〈PRONOUNCING JAPANESE〉〉〉〉〉

Japanese grammar may be mind-boggling, but at least the words are easy to pronounce. Once your tongue gets used to the basic syllables, you should be able to read out loud from this or any other phrasebook well enough so local people can understand you.

Japanese has the same five vowels as English, and almost all words end with a vowel or an “n.” Each vowel has only one pronunciation:a = short “a” as in “vagina”

i = “ee” as in “amigo”

u = “oo” as in “lunatic”

e = short “e” as in “ex-girlfriend”

o = regular “o” as in “Oh baby, oh baby, oh baby!”





Sometimes, when reading Japanese words written in the Roman alphabet, you’ll see a vowel with a straight line (a macron) above it, like “ā” or “ō.” This doesn’t change the pronunciation or emphasis, it only means the vowel is drawn out longer. So “ō” means “Ohhh . . . ,” not “Oooo ....” In addition, the spaces between romanized Japanese words are totally arbitrary. Try to let the syllables flow at a relatively even pace.

Consonant sounds in Japanese are pretty much the same as in English, and there are fewer of them (though many Japanese characters represent combinations of consonants). The consonants that Americans tend to have trouble with are:ts = like an “s” beginning with a little tongue click, less pronounced than “itsy-bitsy” in English.

 

n = drawn out longer than an English “n,” like “Nnno . . . I don’t think so.”

 

r = with the pretense of a roll, as in Spanish. (This is the letter Americans find hardest to say correctly.)





But if you blow your pronunciation of these letters, people will still be able to understand you. They’ll just make fun of your American accent behind your back.

The most important point to remember is that every syllable in Japanese words gets equal emphasis. It’s “ka-wa-sa-ki,” not “KA-wa-SA-ki.”








CHAPTER 1

HOWDY JAPANESE

CHIWASSU NIHONGO
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Hello  

konnichiwa

[image: 013]

Japanese slang isn’t really used with strangers, so there aren’t a lot of meet-and-greet-type slang words. If you’re being introduced to somebody for the very first time, you gotta suck it up and settle for a good old-fashioned konnichiwa. But when you’re rolling with friends, “hello” will come off a little stiff, so try slinging one of the following slang variations on konnichiwa:Hi 
koncha  
[image: 014]

Howdy 
chiwassu  
[image: 015]

Howdy-ho 
konchassu  
[image: 016]

Howdy-do 
nchatt  
[image: 017]








What’s up?  

ossu

[image: 018]

A slangier way of saying “hello” would be ossu. Like its English counterpart “what’s up,” ossu has an infinite number of variations. Ossu was originally an incredibly formal word, the kind of thing that a soldier would say to a drill sergeant—like: “SIR YES SIR!” But in a slang context, ossu comes across as a silly way to say “hi.” Here’s how two friends might greet each other, for example:Whattup! (greeting) 
ossu  
[image: 019]

‘Sup. (response) 
ussu  
[image: 020] 
or 
Whazzap! (greeting) 
uissū  
[image: 021]

Whazzaaaaaaap!!! (response) 
ussussu  
[image: 022]








Good morning / Good evening  

ohayō / kombanwa

[image: 023]

There are also informal variations on “good morning” and “good evening”:Good morning, Sunshine! 
ohhā  
[image: 024]

G’morning! 
ohayōn  
[image: 025]

Evenin’ 
konbancha  
[image: 026]








Long time no see  

ohisashiburi

[image: 027]

As in English, the next part of a greeting usually involves inquiring about the other person’s well-being.

Long time no see! 
ohisa  
[image: 028]

How’s it hanging? 
chōshi dōyo?  
[image: 029]

It’s hanging. 
bochibochi denna  
[image: 030]

How you been? 
ogenko?  
[image: 031]

Same as always, man. 
ai kawarazu dayo  
[image: 032]

And just as fat as always. 
ai kawarazu debu dashi  
[image: 033]

And you’re just as retarded as always. 
omae wa ai kawarazu aho dashi  
[image: 034]

Yo, guys! 
yō omaera  
[image: 035]

Hey. 
yā  
[image: 036]

It’s been a while. 
hisa bisa dana  
[image: 037]

What’s the word? 
saikin dōyo?  
[image: 038]

Same old bullshit. 
dōmokōmo nēyo  
[image: 039]
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Goodbye  

sayōnara

[image: 041]

When it comes to parting phrases, there are also any number of variations on the traditional sayōnara.

Buh-bye 
bainara  
[image: 042]

See ya 
hon jā ne  
[image: 043]

Later 
mata nē  
[image: 044]

Smell you later (tough guy way of saying “bye”) 
aba yo  
[image: 045]






Hey!   

oi!

[image: 046]

In British English, “oi” is a slightly impolite word used to get people’s attention. In Japanese, oi is a slightly impolite word used to get people’s attention. Go figure. Other attention grabbers:Look! 
hora  
[image: 047]

Hey, kid… 
na kimi  
[image: 048]

Come here a sec. 
chotto oide  
[image: 049]

I want to have a word with you. 
hanashi ga arundakedo  
[image: 050]








Myself  

jibun

[image: 051]

One of the great things about Japanese is the variety of personal pronouns you can assume. The main three ways to say “I” are:I (feminine/polite) 
watashi  
[image: 052]

I’m Nancy! 
watashi wa nanshī dēsu  
[image: 053]

I (boyish) 
boku  
[image: 054]

I’m studying as hard as I can to get into college! 
boku wa isshō kemmei juken benkyō o yatte māsu  
[image: 055]

I (manly) 
ore  
[image: 056]

I totally look like Mel Gibson, don’t I? 
ore tte meru gibuson ni nitenē  
[image: 057]





Of course, there are also numerous slang ways to say “I,” most of which are variations on the aforementioned pronouns. Kids use all of these with different levels of irony, but nobody just sticks to one pronoun. Especially girls—they can use male pronouns without any innuendo, though a dude’s use of a female pronoun will probably be construed as super gay.

I (male, redneck) 
ora  
[image: 058]

I don’t know how to use them microwaves. 
ora denshi renji no tsukaikata nanka wakannē  
[image: 059]

I (male, dopey) 
oira  
[image: 060]

I went to New York, but I didn’t see no big apples.

oira nyūyōku ni ittakedo ōkina ringo nanka minakatta ze

[image: 061]

 

I (female, slightly Valley Girl) 
atashi  
[image: 062]

Oh my god, I have no idea what I did all day! 
uwa atashi kyō ichinichi nani yatteita ka wakannai no  [image: 063]

 

I (female, rich girl) 
atai  
[image: 064]

I always take taxis because I can’t stand trains.

atai densha wa iya dakara itsumo takushī o tsukatte iru noyo

[image: 065]

I (male, geezer) 
asshi  
[image: 066]

You know, I used to be quite the ladies’ man, back in the day.

asshi wa mukashi kanari no iro otoko datta ze  [image: 067]






Sorry  

gomen nasai

[image: 068]

Apologizing is a really just a matter of sincerity. If you truly regret your actions, just say so in a straightforward and honest manner. But if you just don’t give a fuck, try apologizing with one of the following variations on gomennasai:Sorry, Charlie 
gomenchai  
[image: 069]

Ex-squeeze me 
gomenkusai  
[image: 070]

Whoopsy-daisy 
mengo mengo  
[image: 071]








Excuse me  

sumimasen

[image: 072]

“Excuse me” is one of those multipurpose words that can be a greeting, a good-bye, or an apology for farting. The same goes for Japanese—you can use these slang variations of “excuse me” in a variety of situations.

Pardon 
suimasen  
[image: 073]

Well pardon me for living! 
ikitete suimasen  
[image: 074]

’Scuse me 
suman  
[image: 075]

’Scuse my shitty Japanese. 
nihongo ga hetakuso de suman  
[image: 076]

$0rr¥ 
sumaso  
[image: 077]

$0rr¥ I’m late. 
osoku natte sumaso  
[image: 078] 
*computer speak that went mainstream



Aside from “sorry” and “excuse me,” there are a couple other slangish ways to shrug off guilt:pay no mind 
donmai  
[image: 079]

My bad 
warīne  
[image: 080]

Apologies 
mōshiwake  
[image: 081]

You poor thing 
kawaisō  
[image: 082]








Please  

kudasai

[image: 083]

Asking for a favor is another of those things that you usually want to be polite about. But when you are talking to friends, feel free to be a little more casual:Why don’t you. . . 
...kuri [image: 084]

Why don’t you call me sometime. 
... kondo denwa shite kuri  
[image: 085]

Purdy-please (archaic, rural) 
... kunro  
[image: 086]

Tell me your name, purdy-please! 
onamae osēte kunro  
[image: 087]

Pretty-please (feminine) 
... cho  
[image: 088]

When you find out where the party is, could you text me, 
pretty-please? 
nomikai no basho kimattara mēru shite cho  
[image: 089]

Do 
... na  
[image: 090]

Go do your best—we’re all rooting for you. 
ōen shiterukara gambatte kina  
[image: 091]

Do clean up—I’ve got friends coming over. 
tomodachi ga kuru kara sōji shina  
[image: 092]

I hope you... 
. . .kureya  
[image: 093]

I hope you hang out with me a lot. 
takusan asonde kureya  
[image: 094]

You should. . . 
. . .okure  
[image: 095]

You should come kick it at my place sometime. 
kondo uchi e asobi ni kite okure  
[image: 096]

Snease (a horrible pun) 
. . .chommage  
[image: 097]

Forgive me, snease! 
yurushite chommage  
[image: 098]

Pleeze (slightly silly) 
. . .kurahai  
[image: 099]

Pleeze eat the leftover sushi. 
osushi nokotta kara kutte kurahai  
[image: 100]





〈〈〈〈〈INTRODUCING YOURSELF〉〉〉〉〉  [image: 101] JIKO SHŌKAI

My name’s Kenneth. 
ore wa kenesu tte iunda  
[image: 102]

I’m from Canada. 
kanada kara kiteru  
[image: 103]

I only have three months to live. 
inochi wa ato sankagetsu shika nainda  
[image: 104]

And I’m still a virgin. 
mada cherī dashi  
[image: 105]

[image: 106]

[image: 107]

My name’s Rebecca. 
atashi wa rebekka desu  
[image: 108]

I’m from England. 
igirisu jin desu  
[image: 109]

I’m here looking for adventure. 
bōken o motome koko ni yatte kita  
[image: 110]

No man can handle me. 
atashi o atsukaeru otoko nanka inai  
[image: 111]






Let’s be friends  

yoroshiku onegai shimasu

[image: 112]

Okay, so literally this phrase doesn’t mean “let’s be friends,” but that’s the best English equivalent I can offer. (A literal translation would go something like “I hope you will take care of things in a manner that is convenient for both of us.”) When I learned Japanese as a kid, my teacher gave it the almost as unwieldy rendering. “Please be kind to our friendship.” Basically, it’s a word that appeals to someone’s generosity. You use it after introducing yourself to someone for the first time, or when you ask a favor of somebody who’s already your friend. When you say yoroshiku to a friend, it just means something like “do me right, baby,” as in the following:My name’s Francisco.

Please take care of me while I’m here in Japan.

boku wa furanshisuko desu. nihon ni iru aida wa yoroshiku desu

[image: 113]

I don’t know much Japanese, 
so work with me as best you can. 
nihongo wa amari wakaranai node yoroshiku  
[image: 114]





In other words, yoroshiku is an all-purpose phrase that you can use whenever you need to implore somebody’s altruism. There are also numerous slang versions of the word:Take good care of my luggage, now. 
nimotsu yoroshiko  
[image: 115]

That would be awesome if you could hook me up with a cute guy!

kondo kawaī otoko no ko shōkai shite. shikoyoro

[image: 116]

I’m gonna drop by tomorrow, so… (don’t ass out on me) 
ashita wa asobi ni iku node yoropiko  
[image: 117]








Nice to meet you  

hajimemashite

[image: 118]

Not to sound like a broken record, but in Japan you don’t use slang with someone you don’t know. Which means that when you are asking somebody how old they are, where they grew up, or whether they prefer Diet or regular Dr. Pepper, you probably need to use polite speech. Here are some basic non-slang icebreakers to use with new acquaintances.

Nice to meet you. 
hajimemashite  
[image: 119]

What’s your name? 
onamae nante iundesuka  
[image: 120]

Have we met before? 
dokka de atta koto arimasenka  
[image: 121]

Do you have a light? 
raitā arimasuka  
[image: 122]

Do you have the time? 
jikan wakarimasuka  
[image: 123]

Thanks. I just wanted to record the exact time I first met you.

arigatō. anata ni hajimete atta jikan o seikaku ni kiroku shite okitakattandesu

[image: 124]

Do you come here often? 
yoku kokoni kurundesuka  
[image: 125]

Do you want to get a drink? 
ocha shimasenka  
[image: 126]

How old are you? 
oikutsu desuka  
[image: 127]

No waaaay! You don’t look a day older than twenty! 
ussō. hatachi nimo mieani noni  
[image: 128]

How old do you think I look? 
watashi wa ikutsu ni miemasuka  
[image: 129]

I’m new to Japan. 
watashi wa nihon ni kita bakkari nandesu  
[image: 130]

I want to make some Japanese friends. 
nihonjin no tomodachi o tsukuritain desu  
[image: 131]

What do you like to do on your days off? 
kyūjitsu wa itsumo nani shite imasuka  
[image: 132]

Teach me some fun words. 
nanika omoshiroi kotoba o oshiete kudasai  
[image: 133]

I’m enjoying hanging out with you. 
issho ni asondete tanoshī desu  
[image: 134]






Pictures  

shashin

[image: 135]

Let’s take a picture. 
issho ni shashin torō  
[image: 136]



You know Japanese folks love their pictures. But when you take a photo, don’t ask your models to say “cheese”—ask them what one plus one is, because the Japanese word for “two” (ni) pulls the old cheeks up like a good face-lift:What’s one plus one? 
ichi tasu ichi wa  
[image: 137]

Two! 
nī  
[image: 138]








End of sample
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