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Physical Characteristics of the Black Russian Terrier

(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)

Head: In proportion to the body. It should give the appearance of power and strength…should be powerfully built with a moderatley broad and blocky skull.

Eyes: Of medium size and dark. Eye rims are to be black. The eye is to be oval shaped.

Ears: Set high and are rather small and triangular in shape. The front edge of the ear should lay close to the cheek. The length of the ear should reach the outside corner of the eye.
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Neck: Thick, muscular and powerful. The length of the neck and the length of the head should be approximately the same.

Nose: Large and black.

Muzzle: Slightly shorter than the back skull. The length of the muzzle to the back skull is approximately a ratio of 4 to 5.

Teeth: Large and white. There should be full dentition. The bite should be scissors.

Lips: Full, tight and black. The gums have dark pigmentation.

Forequarters: Shoulders should be large and muscular, well developed with blades broad and sloping. The shoulders should be well laid back. The forelegs are straight and well boned. The elbows must turn neither in nor out while standing or moving. Pasterns are short and almost vertical.

Color: The only acceptable colors for the Black Russian Terrier is black or black with a few gray hairs.

Body: The whole structure of the body should give the impression of strength.

Tail: Set high, thick and docked with 3 to 5 vertebrae left.

Hindquarters: Viewed from the rear the legs are straight and parallel, set slightly wider than the forelegs. The hindquarters are well boned and muscular with good angulation. The stifle is long and sloping. The thighs are muscular. The hocks are well let down, long and vertical when standing.

Coat: Tousled, double coat. The texture of the outer coat is coarse. The undercoat is thick and soft. Length of coat should vary from 1.5 to 4 inches and cover the entire body.

Feet Large, compact and rounded in shape. The pads of the feet are thick and firm. Nails are short and dark.

Size: Dogs at maturity are between 27 inches and 30 inches. Bitches at maturity are to be between 26 and 29 inches.
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History of the Black Russian Terrier

A relative newcomer who has exploded onto the pure-bred dog scene, the Black Russian Terrier was developed to be an ideal all-around worker in its homeland. Learn about important kennels, foundation breeders and the range of breeds in the BRT’s background, and follow its spread outside its homeland.
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Characteristics of the Black Russian Terrier

Acquaint yourself with the traits of the Blackie that have captivated a wide audience in just a short time. Look underneath the breed’s striking black coat, handsome looks and massive size to discover a loyal, personable, versatile and athletic breed that requires the right kind of owner… are you that owner?
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Breed Standard for the Black Russian Terrier

Learn the requirements of a well-bred Black Russian Terrier by studying the description of the breed as set forth in the Russian standard and the American Kennel Club’s breed standard. Both show dogs and pets must possess key characteristics as outlined.
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Your Puppy Black Russian Terrier

Be advised about choosing a reputable breeder and selecting a healthy, typical puppy. Understand the responsibilities of ownership, including home preparation, acclimatization, the vet and prevention of common puppy problems.

[image: images]

Everyday Care of Your Black Russian Terrier

Enter into a sensible discussion of dietary and feeding considerations, exercise, grooming, traveling and identification of your dog. This chapter discusses Black Russian Terrier care for all stages of development.
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Training Your Black Russian Terrier

By Charlotte Schwartz

Be informed about the importance of training your Black Russian Terrier from the basics of house-training and understanding the development of a young dog to executing obedience commands (sit, stay, down, etc.).
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Health Care of Your Black Russian Terrier

Discover how to select a qualified vet and care for your dog at all stages of life. Topics include vaccinations, skin problems, dealing with external and internal parasites and common medical and behavioral conditions.
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Showing Your Black Russian Terrier

Enter the world of showing dogs. Acquaint yourself with basic show organization and handling, go beyond the conformation ring to learn about competitive performance events and meet the FCI: the “World Kennel Club.”
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Behavior of Your Black Russian Terrier

Learn to recognize and handle behavioral problems that may arise with your Black Russian Terrier. Topics discussed include separation anxiety, aggression, barking, chewing, digging, begging, jumping up and more.
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On the left is a two-and-a-half-year-old bitch from England; on the right is a four-and-a-half-year-old dog from Russia. This rare breed is gaining popularity and becoming more commonly seen around the world.
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The Black Russian Terrier, originally called the Black Terrier and now known by a variety of names, among them the Russkiy Tchiorny Terrier and Russian Black Terrier, is one of the youngest breeds in the world, dating back only to the 1950s. So successful has its short history been that its popularity has earned it the moniker “The Black Pearl of Russia,” while many enthusiasts simply refer to the breed as the “Blackie.”

The short, fascinating history of this breed is admirable and has been remarkably well documented since its beginnings. It has been said that “necessity is the mother of invention,” and it is true to say that the Black Russian Terrier was born of dire necessity. Like most European countries at the close of World War II, Russia needed to rebuild itself in order to achieve both social and economic regrowth, for it was a country in ruin. The great country suffered severe losses not only among its people but also among its animals, and the most severely decimated of these animals were dogs.
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The Giant Schnauzer bears great similarity to the Black Russian and is one of the many breeds involved in the development of the breed.

Going back a little in history, after the Revolution and Civil War in Russia, from 1917 to 1923, all private Russian kennels were ruined and around 90% of purebred dogs were lost. The majority of those who had understood the breeding of dogs had either died or emigrated. However, in 1924, it was decided that dogs were to be used in military applications, and regional school-kennels were arranged by the Red Army in all regions, including Moscow, where the Central School-Kennel of Military Working Dogs and the Scientific Laboratory were located.

Officers were trained as instructors and trainers, and, in all forces, special departments of communication, secret services and guard services were set up. In frontier troops, there also was a department of tracking and scent hounds.

When the Great Patriotic War had begun, there were over 40,000 working dogs in Russia, with 168 separate units of working dogs that took part in battles. However, in post-war Russia, working dogs had become essentially extinct. Many stud dogs in particular were killed during the war years and the number of dogs in canine clubs was dramatically reduced. The supply simply had to be replenished, but at that time the only viable candidate was the German Shepherd Dog, which the Russians considered too aggressive (although the geographical aspect of the breed’s name may also have played its part in this general aversion to the breed).

So, to replenish the supply in some other way was a gigantic task, given that, in this inhumane war, the people had experienced dreadful massacres that had left devastating effects, and the country’s entire productive system had fallen apart. The people were now experiencing extreme hardship and the governors had made it clear that people must take priority over dogs.

A stalwart race, however, the Russian people recognized that if they could develop a large, strong dog with a well-balanced temperament, it would help their country in many ways. Such a dog could be used to guard agricultural areas, industrial premises and military bases. It needed to be able to function as a worker in different climatic conditions if it were to play a part in restoring the country’s economy.

The Central Military School of Working Dogs, known also as the Red Star Kennel, began breeding under the leadership of Colonel G. Medvedev, with the aim of creating a dog with all of the required characteristics. Of necessity, it had to be hardy, adaptable and easy to train, but it also had to be of substantial size, capable of performing guard work in Russia’s severe climes.

Many breeds of dog were involved in the makeup of the Black Russian Terrier, most of these having been selected from the few that had survived the war in Russia. However, some, such as the Giant Schnauzer, were imported from occupied territories. The other breeds that are familiar names to us are the Newfoundland and Rottweiler, but there were others called the Moscow Newfoundland, Moscow Great Dane and Brudasty Hound, the latter made up from the Airedale Terrier and Russian Hound. Also used was the Moscow Watchdog, which had among its ancestry the St. Bernard and the Skewbold Hound. Another breed employed was the Moscow Diver, also known as the Moscow Water Dog and Moscow Retriever, a little-known breed derived from the Newfoundland, Caucasian Sheepdog and Eastern European Sheepdog.


MOSCOW DIVER

The Moscow Diver is one of the breeds in the background of the Black Russian Terrier. Attempts were made to develop this breed using the Caucasian Ovtcharka and Newfoundland but, according to O. Krasnovskaya, this was not a good idea. The Moscow Diver was not willing to save drowning people, but seemed to prefer to bite them! As a result, this breed was never developed.
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Caucasian Ovtcharka.




MAKEUP OF THE BRT

According to Moscow’s Dr. Eugene Tisgelnitsky, today’s Black Russian Terrier (BRT) is made up of 30% Giant Schnauzer, 30% Airedale Terrier and 30% Rottweiler, and the remaining 10% is a combination of Newfoundland, Caucasian Ovcharka and East European Shepherd and Great Dane.
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Airedale Terrier.



The crosses between the Giant Schnauzer and Airedale Terrier, like the crosses between the Rottweiler, Giant Schnauzer and Newfoundland, turned out to be very fine dogs indeed. With their black, wiry coats, they became known as Black Terriers.

It is Roy, a Giant Schnauzer, who is generally considered as the founding father of the Black Russian breed. Born in 1947, he was mated primarily to Airedale Terriers, Rottweilers and Moscow Divers, and had been selected for both his agility and his sharp guarding instinct. The Russians felt that the Airedale would impart a happy disposition, perseverance and staying power, while the Rottweiler would be valuable for its substantial construction and its courage.

Two notable males in the breed’s background are Haitor, born in 1952, the result of a mating between Roy and Scotta, an Airedale, and Azart, born in 1954, resulting from a mating of Roy to Una, a Rottweiler. The Russians always selected the strongest puppies; in those early years of the breed’s development, the emphasis was on producing working dogs that could both guard and defend and would be capable of police work. They were not selected for their beauty.
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The popular Rottweiler contributed much to the Black Russian’s development, including strength, substance and courage.

With the progression of time, it became possible to select dogs for breeding purposes that resembled each other, for the dogs were becoming more uniform, and a type could at last be set.

In 1955, the first Black Russian Terriers, these from the breed’s second and third generations, took part in the Exhibition of Agricultural Achievements. All of these dogs were awarded either First- or Second-Class Diplomas. In addition, the Kennel of the Central School of Working Dogs was also awarded a Diploma. The Central School aimed to create a large, sturdily built military dog that was both hardy and strong, and Orlovsky Rusak’s methods of breeding, which had been used with the Budyonovsky horse and the Estonia Hound, were used in the school’s breeding program.

A couple of years later, the breed drew public attention when 40 Black Russian Terriers were exhibited at the PanSoviet Show for Police Dogs. From this time on, there was a certain collaboration between what might be described as state and private enterprise, and a few dogs that took part in this event were loaned to private breeders.
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A Black Russian Terrier with an Airedale. Although, as can be seen, many differences exist between the two breeds, the Airedale figures prominently in the BRT’s background.

Kennels now began to grow and could be found not only in Moscow but also in other parts of Russia. Specialist breed clubs began to emerge and, in 1958, the first breed standard was published in Regulations and Requirements for Training and Usage of Military Dogs. With a breed standard to use as a guideline, it was easier for breeders to select the dogs used in their breeding programs for their typicality in breed type and conformation. This allowed them to take the breed a stage further in its development, over and above selection solely on the basis of functional capability. That is not to say that working qualities did not continue to be improved upon, for this was also the case, but the stock certainly became more uniform in type, and hereditary faults began to disappear.

In Leningrad, there was an especially successful team of breeders under the leadership of O. Mironova, M. Shneiderovich, A. Mironov and N. Andrianova, while breeders under the leadership of M. Anokhina were successful in Moscow. J. Korepanova headed the breeders in Sverlovsk, where progress was also evident. It was not long before the Black Russian Terrier moved outside its native Russia; by the 1970s, there were over 4,000 dogs, which made this possible. The breed soon was found in the Baltic countries, the Ukraine and Siberia, Finland, Hungary, the former Czechoslovakia and the United States.

The Black Russian Terrier was officially recognized as a breed in its homeland in 1981, with the first breed standard being officially accepted on May 13 of that year by the USSR Ministry of Agriculture. It was included in Group 3 of the FCI (Fédération Cynologique Internationale, the ruling dog organization of continental Europe), along with the terrier breeds proper. On many occasions, though, the Russian Kennel Club asked the FCI that the breed be moved into Group 2, along with the working breeds, where it more rightly belonged. The request was approved, thereby adding to the remarkable progress of the breed in such a short span of time. Only in France has the Black Russian Terrier remained in Group 3.

In 1984, at the World Assembly in Mexico, the International Federation of Dog-Breeding issued number 327 to the breed standard of the Black Russian Terrier. Later, in 1993, the Federation of Guard-Dog Breeding adopted the second variant of the standard, this linking in more closely to the modern-day breed. Then, in 1997, a standard was approved by the Russian Kynological Federation.

THE BREED IN ITALY

The first two Black Russian Terrier imports into Italy came in from the former Czechoslovakia in November of 1989, for there were many problems at that time surrounding the importation of the breed from Russia. These two, Cerkas z Ro-Da-Gu and Asta Nocni Boure, were in the ownership of Marco Galli of the Lisander Kennel. They carried Russian lines and had successful show careers, with Cerkas winning the World Champion title in 1991 and 1992. In 1990, Henry Petitjean of the Spartacus Kennel brought in a male, called Char, directly from the Russian Army Kennel. The next year, from Poland, came Toro Doroi Jantros, who went on to become an Italian and International Champion.


AROUND THE WORLD

The Black Russian Terrier is now gaining popularity in many different countries of the world. It is, indeed, remarkable how such a recently created breed has captured so much attention that is enormously geographically widespread.
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A BRT BY ANY OTHER NAME…

This breed is now known in many parts of the world, and by numerous different names. Some of these include South Africa: Swart Russies Terrier; Bulgaria: Cheren Rouski Terrier; Czech Republic: Cerny Rusky Terier (Cerna); Denmark: Sort Russisk Terrier; England: Russian Black Terrier; Estonia: Vene must terjer; Finland: mustaterrieri; France: Terrier Noir Russe; Germany: Schwarzer Russischer Terrier; Holland: Zwarte Russische Terrier; Hungary: Orosz Fekete Terrier; Israel: Terrier Rusi Shachor; Italy: Terrier Nero Russo; Japan: Black Russian Terrier; Latvia: Melnais terjers; Norway: Sort Russisk Terrier; Spain: Terrier Ruso Negro; Sweden: Svart Terrier.



In Italy, the very first Black Russian Terrier litter was whelped on May 5, 1992 at Lisander Kennel. Sadly, there was only one puppy, and it was never shown. But the very next month, on June 10, there was another litter by the same sire, Cerkas. This litter, which is now known as the “H” litter, bred by Marco Galli, was the first Black Russian litter to make any impact on the Italian show scene. This litter included what were to become two Italian Champions, Hard Boy and Halloween, and the former also won the title of Youth World Champion.
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The Black Russian usually creates quite a sensation in the ring. This dog is being shown in the Netherlands.

There have been several other notable imports into Italy over the years, and indeed many Black Russian Terriers from Italy have made names for themselves in the show ring. The Italian organization for the breed is making great strides, and breeders in Italy generally are happy with the dogs that they are producing, with several having been exported to other countries.

THE BREED IN THE US

In the US, the Black Russian Terrier was first shown in April of 1991. This was a dog that had been imported by Roman Balfour from the Ukraine and was then sold to Louise Emmanuel.

The first specialty show for the breed was held in 1994 and comprised the largest group of Black Russian Terriers that had ever gotten together in the US. This record was not broken until the autumn of 1999.


WAR WORKERS

During the war years in the USSR, many dogs were employed in military service. They did much valuable work, including tank-fighting and mine-sniffing. They were used also to transport the seriously wounded, ammunition and food.
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A strong and skilled worker, the Black Russian is not all business—the breed’s charm and personality shines through in all that these dogs do.

The Black Russian is in the American Kennel Club’s (AKC) Miscellaneous Class and the breed standard was approved on June 11, 2001, becoming effective on September 1 of that year. The breed is recognized by the United Kennel Club and the all-breed registry of the Continental Kennel Club. The Black Russian Terrier Club of America (BRTCA) is the national breed club in the US; this club, along with regional breed clubs, work to promote the best interests of the breed in the US.

THE BREED IN BRITAIN

In Britain, the breed is known as the Russian Black Terrier. The first of the breed to arrive in Britain was Lisander Astronomicle of Robroyd, a bitch imported from Italy, who arrived to live with Tom and Janet Huxley at the age of ten months in October of 1996. The second UK import came to Jean McDonald-Uliott the following year. The Huxleys subsequently brought in a male from Italy’s Marco Galli; this was Eestiless Joker Arbat-Roz, who arrived in December of 1997. The first litter of Russian Black Terriers to be born in the UK was owned by Peter and Louise Dudgill, and was whelped in November 1998.
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A Russian Black Terrier being shown with Dogues de Bordeaux in the UK. Both breeds are shown in the Imports Class.

A landmark in the history of the breed’s representation at British shows was when the Huxleys’ ten-month-old Robroyd Russkoe Zoloto took Best Puppy in Show at Ireland’s prestigious St. Patrick’s Day All-Breed International Championship Show in March 2000. This was quite a feat for a breed that had only made its first appearance in this part of the world a few years earlier.

The Russian Black Terrier Club (UK) was formed in December of 1998, and was officially recognized by England’s Kennel Club in May 2000. The Kennel Club accepted the Interim Breed Standard on September 1, 2000. This standard had been based on the Russian standard, though of necessity it had to be drawn up in line with the format used for all of the Kennel Club’s breed standards.

April 22, 2001 marked the official launch of the Russian Black Terrier in the UK. Many owners, enthusiasts and judges joined together at Wentworth Castle in Yorkshire, England to absorb as much information as possible about the breed. Of particular interest was the lineup of the Russian Black Terrier, Giant Schnauzer and Bouvier des Flandres, three breeds that can cause confusion to the novice eye.
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Apart from the breed’s striking good looks, the Black Russian Terrier, fondly known as the “Blackie,” has remarkable working abilities coupled with strength and courage. While these are indeed wonderful abilities, they do not make him the ideal dog to fit in with all family situations. It should be borne in mind that the breed was first developed as a working dog, but it has changed over time, both physically and temperamentally. Therefore, it is sensible to look back briefly over the decades to see how this has happened.

The breed in the 1960s and 1970s was generally larger and sometimes more well boned than it is today. Dogs then had hard, wiry coats; the longer, softer coats were penalized as faults. The breed’s temperament in the early years was considerably more difficult than it is today, with the breed being difficult for the average person to handle. That being said, in the right hands, if expertly trained, these dogs were quite remarkable animals, as had been proven in the military training schools.


DOGS, DOGS, GOOD FOR YOUR HEART!

People usually purchase dogs for companionship, but studies show that dogs can help to improve their owners’ health and level of activity, as well as lower a human’s risk of coronary heart disease. Without even realizing it, when a person puts time into exercising, grooming and feeding a dog, he also puts more time into his own personal health care. Dog owners establish more routine schedules for their dogs to follow, which can have positive effects on their own health. Dogs also teach us patience, offer unconditional love and provide the joy of having a furry friend to pet!
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As the breed expanded in number, many Black Russian Terriers in their homeland had to live in apartments in large cities. It was therefore essential that breeders took this into consideration when breeding the dogs; thus, they were in some measure adapted for “modern living.”

PERSONALITY

Today’s Black Russian Terrier is temperamentally sound, although the breed does have a natural guarding instinct, a fact of which we should always be aware. This is a brave and self-confident dog, with an alert, lively and even temperament, though he is usually rather wary of strangers.


THE BLACKIE’S MANY JOBS

Black Russian Terriers have been used not only as prison guardians and all-around military and police dogs but also as sled dogs. They have had some success in this field and perform better at sledding than many other working dogs, but their expertise cannot be compared to that of breeds such as the Siberian Husky. A few Blackies have also been used as cattle drivers and as flock herders.

In Russia, the breed is now growing in popularity among farmers. The Blackie is a good guard dog, and he is difficult to see in the darkness because of his black coat. He is said to be fast and silent, like a ghost. The Black Russian Terrier is highly suitable for guarding large open territories because he is extremely watchful, though he is never cruel to cattle and has not been known to attack anyone who is not an intended target.
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Indeed the “Blackie” is quite capable of taking on an intruder or a stranger, so this aspect of the dog’s character should be kept under close supervision when visitors arrive at your home, especially if the visitors are unexpected. Some believe that if the Blackie could speak, he would say, “Don’t touch me or my family, and I’ll leave you in peace.”

As a pet, the Black Russian is wonderfully devoted to his owners and is usually good with children, but it is always important to supervise young children with dogs, regardless of the animal’s size and strength. This is a substantially built dog, and it is always possible that an accident may happen, even if only by way of the dog’s accidentally bowling over a child. Both child and dog must be taught to respect each other, and a dog must always be allowed his own space when he needs a little peace and quiet. It is also worth keeping in mind that a Black Russian Terrier may decide to protect a child if he thinks the child to be in danger of any sort, especially if approached by someone with whom the dog is not familiar. There have also been occasions when the breed has been known to “herd” up a group of children!


SENSITIVE SIDE

The Black Russian Terrier seems to have the ability to analyze a situation and to adapt to it without any great problem. He has a well-developed sensitivity and a desire to understand and carry out his owner’s wishes. A description that many owners feel appropriate for this breed is that Black Russian Terriers are “people in fur,” though a pedant might prefer to think of them as “people in hair.”



In general, the breed is not known for its dominant character, although there are exceptions, particularly in males. Males often tend to be more dominant and show concern for their own dignity. They can be easier to socialize but, while maturing, often try to challenge their owners’ dominant position in the household. The male likes to test his owner’s boundaries to see how much will be tolerated. Females are often more loving with their owners and can be more distrustful of strangers. They are more likely to accept that the head of the household is “top dog.” Another distinction is that dogs generally are larger than bitches but, because the breed is still varied in size, this is not always the case.
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Although a large breed, the BRT is very adaptable and enjoys life in the home with his family—but don’t let your Blackie become a couch potato!

The Black Russian Terrier is very adaptable and is easily trained, but, if he finds himself or his owner in a dangerous situation, he can react very quickly. An owner or handler of a Black Russian must always be aware of this. Because of the breed’s guarding instincts and wariness of strangers, careful training and socialization are important from a young age. This is important for all situations, and those who plan to show their Blackies will need to pay special attention to these aspects if the dogs are to behave well in the show ring among the distractions of many unfamiliar people and dogs. Compared with some other breeds, though, the Black Russian Terrier is not a fighter when it comes to other dogs, and rarely will challenge another dog first.
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Owners and their Blackies most often see “eye-to-eye.”


“THE FLY”

There is a remarkable story of a Blackie called “The Fly,” who lives in a rural area of Southern California. He lives on a farm at which there are some pigs, and it is quite something to watch him herd them! One night a large pack of coyotes raided the farm in an attempt to take the piglets, but The Fly took on the whole pack and killed four large males by crushing their skulls. The Fly was unscathed.



There is no exception to the rule that a Black Russian Terrier must be trained, but this is a very particular dog that requires expert handling with extreme sensitivity. It is generally acknowledged that strong, coercive training methods can be damaging and do not work for this breed. It is important to qualify that when I talk of “training,” I mean only in the general sense (basic commands, good behavior, etc.). Any form of protection training, if given, should not commence until the dog is one-and-a-half to two years of age.

In short, today’s Black Russian Terrier is best as a family dog, and is better suited to a household environment than to a kennel situation. This is certainly not a breed that will accept being chained up or kept outdoors only. In whatever situation they are kept, companionship and socialization is of the utmost importance, along with the opportunity to exercise. A Black Russian Terrier both enjoys and needs the company of his owner when enjoying a healthy long walk.

PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS

The Black Russian Terrier is a sizeable dog, large and imposing in both weight and substance. Strongly built with massive bone, the almost square body has a sturdy, robust frame with well-developed muscles. Long-bodied dogs, or those that are narrow all through, are highly untypical of the breed.

The chest is deep and the ribs well sprung, and there is only a moderate tuck-up. This could be described as a “deep-bodied” dog. The feet are large, well arched and rounded, and it is important that they have thick pads beneath. No Black Russian Terriers should have hind dewclaws, as they are to be removed.

Another important feature of the breed is that the withers are high and clearly marked above the topline. The reasonably long, powerful neck is muscular and clean-cut.

The high-set tail on the Black Russian Terrier is customarily docked, leaving three to five vertebrae, but it also can be left undocked. In Russia, however, an undocked tail is a disqualifying fault. In the case of an undocked tail, the set of the tail is more important than its carriage and, while it may be carried over the back, it should not be carried gaily.
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The BRT’s facial furnishings—the heavy eyebrows, mustache and beard—are trademarks of the breed.
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Yes, there are eyes under all of that hair! Some owners like to tie the hair up to keep it out of their dogs’ faces.

HEAD AND EARS

The skull is moderately broad, the head is well proportioned and the cheekbones are rounded. The skull is flat, and the topline of the skull should be parallel to the topline of the muzzle. The dense whiskers and beard give the muzzle a squared-off shape.

The pigmentation of nose, eye rims and lips is black, and the thick lips should be tightly fitting and not pendulous. In keeping with the color of the breed, the medium-sized, oval eyes are dark and set obliquely, wide apart.
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THE BOUNCY BLACKIE

The Black Russian Terrier, though large, is a highly agile breed. One owner describes her 30-inch-tall dog, who weighs 145 lbs, “like a basketball when he bounces on and off a picnic table.” Another is known to be able to jump 5 feet straight up in the air.



The ears are pendant and not too large, but are high-set. Their shape is triangular, so that the inner edge lies against the bone of the cheek.

Given the original function of the Black Russian Terrier, it should go without saying that the jaws must be strong, and a scissors bite with full dentition is required. In Russia, the bite is considered as one of the biggest problems with modern-day breeding because many of the breed’s ancestors had problems in this area.

SIZE

I have already stressed that the Black Russian Terrier is a strongly built dog of above-average size, and owners selecting any large breed of dog should consider this very carefully from the outset. Not only will a large breed require more room around the house, the dog also will need more space and time for exercise, and will cost considerably more to feed than a smaller breed.

In general, dogs are larger than bitches, and exact measurements vary slightly among the various standards. The Russian standard states that a dog’s height should be 27–29 inches, while the AKC standard allows 27–30 inches. Likewise in bitches, the Russian requirement is 26–28 inches and the AKC’s is 26–29 inches. In Russia, what they describe as the “old-fashioned” Blackies can sometimes measure up to 31.5 inches, and they have more bone and substance than the more modern type.
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Russian standards require the tail to be docked so that three to five vertebrae remain. Undocked tails are accepted in most other countries, although many BRTs outside Russia do have their tails docked.

MOVEMENT

When at the trot, the legs of this breed move in a straight line, although the forelegs converge just slightly. The dog covers the ground well, with good reach in front and good driving power from behind, and the movement shows some elasticity. This is particularly necessary for a breed of such size and weight, for it should be able to jump high and quickly change speed and direction. Although not written in the breed standard, it should be possible to see the full footpads as the dog moves away.

COAT AND COLOR

The breed has a weatherproof coat with a dense undercoat. It is not wiry or soft and, when the hair is brushed, it is broken-coated and slightly waved. However, the coat in the breed is not the same harsh coat as in the original standard, and currently moves are underway to revise this section of the standard.

There are good furnishings on the eyebrows, beard and legs; indeed, in the early days in Russia, the Blackie had hair rising up on the brows, but this is not favored by exhibitors now. In Russia, any dogs without decorative hair, beard or mustache are always penalized.

[image: images]

Differences in coat type: the top picture shows the old-fashioned, shorter, wiry coat; the bottom picture shows the longer coat, in which the hair is softer and wavy.

As the breed is such a young one, and bearing in mind that it has developed from several breeds, it is understandable that coats still vary to some extent. According to Dr. Tisgelnitsky in Russia, there are two main types: the old-fashioned wire-coated type, sometimes called the “short-coated Blackie,” and the modern longer-coated type, with softer, wavy hair. He points out, though, that the coat must provide satisfactory protection from the weather and should be rather rough. Soft, short, silky hair and curly hair are listed as disqualifying faults in the Russian standard. Dr. Tisgelnitsky says that the two types may be either crossbred or bred separately, but that the majority of show champions are of the longer-coated variety.

Black Russian Terriers do shed, certainly not as much as many breeds, but you must be prepared for some shedding around the home nonetheless.

It is not surprising that the only accepted color for the breed is black, but a dog can be black with an insignificant amount of gray hairs. In Russia, some people involved with only working dogs and not show dogs are experimenting by breeding bloodlines with a silver-gray color, but it is stressed that this is not a color that is approved in the FCI, Russian, American or British breed standards.


BASIC TRAINING

A typical Black Russian Terrier is a reliable, temperamentally well-balanced dog that is only aggressive when he actually needs to be. Nonetheless, sensible training is of the utmost importance. Teaching the dog to be obedient to your commands is the basis of all training.

[image: images]



HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS

In general, the Black Russian Terrier is a healthy dog. As with all breeds, though, there are certain health problems that need to be addressed. After all, it is in the best interest of the breed for potential owners to know what to look out for. If owners are aware of the problems that can occur, they are undoubtedly in a position to deal with them in the best manner possible. Some conditions are genetic and thus carried via heredity, but others are not.

As the Black Russian Terrier is such a newly developed breed, it is always worth keeping in mind that the incidence of many health problems can be decreased over time by selective breeding.

HIP DYSPLASIA

The Black Russian Terrier is predisposed to hip dysplasia, as are many of the larger, heavier breeds. It is therefore strongly recommended, in order to eliminate dysplastic dogs from breeding programs, that the appropriate x-ray testing be done. HD detection schemes, in which dog’s hip rays are evaluated and the dog’s hips are graded, are available in many countries. These grading or scoring systems determine whether a dog is free of dysplasia or affected and, if so, to what degree, thus determining whether a dog is suitable or unsuitable for breeding.


DO YOU KNOW ABOUT HIP DYSPLASIA?

Hip dysplasia is a condition sometimes found in Black Russian Terriers, as well as in other breeds. When a dog has hip dysplasia, his hind leg has an incorrectly formed hip joint. By constant use of the hip joint, it becomes more and more loose, wears abnormally and may become arthritic.

Hip dysplasia can only be confirmed with an x-ray, but certain symptoms may indicate a problem. Your Black Russian Terrier may have a hip dysplasia problem if he walks in a peculiar manner, hops instead of smoothly running, uses his hinds legs in unison (to keep the pressure off the weak joint), has trouble getting up from a prone position and always sits with both legs together on one side of his body. As the dog matures, he may adapt well to life with a bad hip, but in a few years the arthritis develops and many Black Russian Terriers with hip dysplasia become crippled. Hip dysplasia is considered an inherited disease and can be definitely diagnosed by x-ray when the dog is two years old.

Some experts claim that a special diet might help your puppy outgrow the bad hip, but the usual treatments are surgical. The removal of the pectineus muscle, the removal of the round part of the femur, reconstructing the pelvis and replacing the hip with an artificial one are some treatment options. All of these surgical interventions are expensive, but they are usually very successful. Follow the advice of your veterinarian.

[image: images]

X-ray of “moderate” dysplastic hips.
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X-ray of “good” hips.

Compare the two hip joints and you’ll understand dysplasia better. Hip dysplasia is a badly worn hip joint caused by improper fit of the bone into the socket. It is easily the most common hip problem in dogs.

[image: images]

The healthy hip joint on the right and the unhealthy hip joint on the left.

Hip dysplasia can only be positively diagnosed by x-ray. Dogs usually manifest the problem when they are between four and nine months of age, the so-called fast growth period, although a dog cannot be determined to be clear of or affected by hip dysplasia until he is two years old.



[image: images]

X-ray of a dog’s elbow. X-ray testing schemes are essential tools in the gradual elimination of dysplasia through selective breeding of dysplasia-free dogs.

HD is a problem involving the malformation of the ball-and-socket joint at the hip, a developmental condition caused by the interaction of many genes. This results in looseness of the hip joints and, although not always painful, HD can cause lameness and can impair typical movement. Although a dog’s environment does not actually cause hip dysplasia, it may have some bearing on how unstable the hip joint eventually becomes. Osteoarthritis eventually develops as a result of the instability.


OBESITY

It is always prudent to keep a careful eye on your Black Russian’s weight, for any excess weight can contribute to health problems.



ELBOW DYSPLASIA

A similar form of dysplasia can occur in the elbow of the Black Russian Terrier. This can affect a dog quite suddenly and can cause lameness, with arthritis usually resulting in the elbow joint. As with hip dysplasia, elbows can be x-rayed to determine if a dog is affected and the severity; those that are affected should be eliminated from breeding programs.

BLOAT/GASTRIC TORSION

Gastric torsion, more commonly called “bloat,” is a potentially deadly condition that can affect any breed, but the deep-chested breeds run the greatest risk. This is a condition in which the stomach twists around on itself, preventing any gases or stomach contents from leaving. Blood supply is cut off as well, and shock, and eventually death, usually results very rapidly. Fortunately, there are many preventative measures that an owner can take to protect his dog from bloat; these are discussed in more detail in the health chapter.

TEETH

It is important to pay close attention to the care of your Blackie’s teeth and gums so that they remain as healthy as possible, thereby preventing decay, infection and resultant loss. Feeding dry foods is recommended by many as a means of helping to keep teeth clean and in good condition. Of course, regular careful brushing with a veterinary toothpaste can help enormously.

If you notice signs of infection in your dog’s gums, it must be dealt with promptly, for the infection may not just stop at the gums. The bacteria can be carried through the bloodstream, the result of which can be diseases of the liver, kidney, heart and joints. This is all the more reason to realize that efficient dental care is of utmost importance throughout a dog’s life.

[image: images]

A correct bite and healthy mouth in an adult Black Russian Terrier. Home dental care is as important for your Blackie as it is for you.

[image: images]

The long facial furnishings make it necessary for you to pay special attention to your BRT’s eyes. The area around the eyes should be kept clean, and you must check the eyes often for any sign of irritation.

EYES

It is particularly important to be watchful about the cleanliness and condition of your dog’s eyes, so as to avoid eye infections’ arising. At the first sign of infection or injury, especially if the eye is starting to turn blue in color, urgent veterinary attention is required. Early diagnosis and treatment can often save a dog’s sight. It is advisable to have your Black Russian Terrier’s eyes tested every year as a preventative measure.

The BRT is one of the breeds that carries coat over its eyes, a feature designed for protective purposes. However, long hair over a dog’s eyes can cause irritation, which can have long-term effects, such as the occurrence of “dry eye” in old age. This makes eye care for the Black Russian of particular significance.

[image: images]

Provide your BRT with the best care and attention from puppyhood, and he will provide you with unmatched loyalty and devotion throughout his life.

HEART PROBLEMS

Occasionally dogs can suffer heart problems, particularly as they become more advanced in age. Heart checks should of course be a part of your Blackie’s routine examinations, but it is wise to ask the vet to check the dog’s heart whenever you visit, for whatever reason (although many vets will do this automatically.)

HEAT EXHAUSTION

Frequently, people do not realize how quickly death can result from heat exhaustion in dogs. The first sign is the dog’s heavy panting, and he begins to puff or gasp for air. When walking, the dog appears dizzy and tends to weave, subsequently collapsing with eventual unconsciousness.


WHO’S WHO?

The Black Russian Terrier is sometimes confused with the Giant Schnauzer and Bouvier des Flandres, particularly by those who are unfamiliar with these three breeds. An easy comparison to make is that if the Bouvier is a “heavy athlete” and the Giant Schnauzer is a “runner,” the Black Russian Terrier falls somewhere in the middle and might be described as an “all-around sportsman.”

[image: images]

Giant Schnauzer.

[image: images]

Bouvier des Flandres.



At the first sign of heat exhaustion, the dog should be taken out of the sun and water offered to him. His body should be doused in water, especially the head and neck. If available, ice bags or even a package of frozen vegetables should be placed around his head and neck. Because it is urgently necessary to lower the dog’s body temperature, these things should be done even before taking your dog to a vet.




End of sample
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Vaccinations are not instantly effective. It takes about two weeks for the dog’s immune system to develop

antibodies. Most vaccinations require annual booster shots. Your vet should guide you in this regard.
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CANINE DEVELOPMENT SCHEDULE

It is important to understand how and at what age a puppy develops into adulthood.
If you are a puppy owner, consult the following Canine Development Schedule to
determine the stage of development your puppy is currently experiencing.

This knowledge will help you as you work with the puppy in the weeks and months ahead.

Period Age Characteristics

Puppy needs food, sleep and warmth, and responds to

BIRTH simple and gentle touching. Needs mother for security and
FirsT . disciplining. Needs littermates for learning and interacting
e Seyerd with other dogs. Pup learns to function within a pack and
ThirD Wi learns pack order of dominance. Begin socializing pup with
EEKS g

adults and children for short periods. Pup begins to become
aware of his environment.

E Brain is fully developed. Needs socializing with outside
IeHE world. Remove from mother and littermates. Needs to
To " .
FOURTH change from canine pack to human pack. Human domi-
TWELVE q
Weexs nance necessary. Fear period occurs between 8 and 12
weeks. Avoid fright and pain.

Training and formal obedience should begin. Less
THIRTEEN  a550ciation with other dogs, more with people, places,

FIFTH e situations. Period will pass easily if you remember this is
SIXTEEN  5yp's change-to-adolescence time. Be firm and fair. Flight
Weeks instinct prominent. Permissiveness and over-disciplining can

do permanent damage. Praise for good behavior.

Four Another fear period about 7 to 8 months of age. It passes
JUVENILE To quickly, but be cautious of fright and pain. Sexual maturity
EIGHT reached. Dominant traits established. Dog should

MontHs  understand sit, down, come and stay by now.

NOTE: THESE ARE APPROXIMATE TIME FRAMES. ALLOW FOR INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES IN PUPPIES.
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