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Dedication

This book is dedicated to my knight in shining armor, my wonderful husband. Jeff, I want to thank you for being my best friend, my encourager and my strength. I could never have accomplished the things I have without your love and support. I do cherish you. I love you with all my heart and always will, from here to eternity!
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Introduction

The biggest day of your life is about to arrive. Visualize the perfect flowers, a long, flowing dress and your prince charming waiting for the entrance of his beautiful, radiant bride. This is something you have most likely dreamt about since you were a little girl.

Hiring someone to document this important day is one of the most significant decisions you will face. (Well, that and, of course, who you will marry!) However, finding someone who can take the perfect pictures is only half of the dilemma. Arranging pre–wedding day meetings, choreographing wedding day details and selecting the post–wedding day products are all fine points to consider, though they are often overlooked.

This guide will help you find a photographer whose style and personality is the best match for you. After all, you will probably spend more time with the photographer than any other vendor; the limo driver, the caterer, the baker and the florist all come and go. The photographer will be there from the beginning to the end. It is important to follow your heart and have the peace of mind that you made the right decision.


[image: ]
As you begin planning the details of your special day, take the time to educate yourself on all the important considerations that must go into hiring a qualified photographer. Photo by Andy Marcus.
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LEFT— Follow your heart and choose a wedding photographer who will capture the day the way you want to remember it. Photo by Deborah Lynn Ferro. ABOVE— In the end, your cake will be eaten, your guests will have gone home and your images will become your memory! Photo by Jeff Hawkins.







1. Photography That Suits You

You are getting married, and you have a lot to think about. There’s the dress, the venue, the guests—and the photographer. You will need to find a talented artist to capture your emotions and document every detail of your perfect day. Since you can never reenact these important moments—the tears, the laughter, the joy—the endeavor to find the perfectly matched photographer must not be taken lightly. Finding this person is part serendipity and part hard work and research.

So, where do you begin this quest to capture your picture-perfect day? Where do you search to find a photographer whose style is appealing to you, whose personality meshes with yours and who offers the products and services that you desire?




[image: ]
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Whether it is laughter or tears of joy, the documentation of your emotions for the years to come makes your images priceless. Left photo by Ken Sklute. Photo above by Andy Marcus.
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Traditional images are achieved by using formal posing and lighting techniques. Photo by Patrick Rice.



This book will guide you in selecting a photographer who’s a perfect fit. You will learn how to locate a photographer who can produce the cutting-edge or time-honored, traditional images that you’ve always wanted. You will learn how to orchestrate a time line to ensure that the photographer gets all of those priceless images. You will read about retainers and contracts, and will discover how to create a color story that will make every aspect of your photographs work together in perfect harmony.

There are many things to consider when selecting the right photographer—it’s not as easy as opening a phone book to hire a repairman—and it shouldn’t be. The search may take some time. Typically, you should begin your search a minimum of eight to ten months prior to the special day. However, photographers Stewart and Susan Powers add this bit of caution: “You can never call too early to book your photographer, but you can certainly call too late.”

[image: ] TYPES OF PHOTOGRAPHERS

The first step in selecting a photographer is determining the style you like. Photographers typically fall into three general categories: traditional photographers, photojournalists and a photographer who blends both styles together. You will need to decide whether you want black & white images, color images or to have the session done digitally, in which case each image can be made either way.

Traditional Photographers. A traditional photographer creates a classic style of portraiture, one that is formal and posed. Over the years, certain guidelines have been established by top award-winning photographers working with this style. Now, younger generations of photographers use these “tried and true” techniques to produce images that appeal to a wide variety of clients.

Photojournalists. The photojournalistic movement in wedding photography is rooted in the documentary style of newspaper and media photojournalism. A photojournalist captures an event as it unfolds, rather then posing or staging the subjects. Because newspaper photojournalism is commonly shot in black & white, this style of coverage has led to a rebirth in the popularity of black & white wedding images.


[image: ]
Photojournalistic images are created with an outside-the-box mentality—formal rules are disregarded and special moments are captured as they unfold. Photo by Ken Sklute.




[image: ]
Photojournalistic images are commonly shot in black & white. Photo by Andy Marcus.



Combination Photographers. To accommodate the vast number of variables involved in shooting a wedding and to satisfy the needs and desires of various clients, many photographers offer both the photojournalistic and traditional styles of coverage.

[image: ] AVENUES TO EXPLORE

Today, there are many incredible vehicles to assist you in your search. Web sites, bridal publications and bridal shows can be a good starting point, but the simplest way to find a great photographer is often through referrals.

Web Sites. By beginning your mission with a web site search, you can comfortably navigate the web sites of local photographers and begin to unveil the style that is most appealing to you. Searching web sites tends to be a faster and more effective choice than going through the yellow pages since phone book ads do not typically feature the photographer’s images. Web site navigation allows you to view the photographer’s portfolio in the comfort of your own home. Follow these steps to begin your search:


[image: ]
Many photographers encourage couples to stand in a specific spot or to kiss, but then let their natural emotions flow into the photograph, blending photojournalism and traditional photography together for an appealing look. Photo by Jeff Hawkins.
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By adding a creative angle to a traditional image, your photographer can create a fashion-inspired image. Photo by Andy Marcus.




Black & White Photography

According to Bill Hurter, editor of Rangefinder magazine and WPPI Monthly (the official publication of Wedding and Portrait Photographers International, an important professional organization for wedding photographers), “Black & white photography lends an air of timelessness to a wedding album and is consistent with photojournalistic style coverage. Without the distraction of color you are able to focus more on the feelings created by each moment.” Many of today’s couples prefer this style of photography. Nevertheless, many of the parents and family members believe black & white photography is going back a generation, instead of forward. So most successful and experienced photographers believe it is important to please all parties involved by providing both color and black & white images.



1. Use a web search engine to find local photographers. Type in your city name and “wedding photographers” in the search field; for example, enter Orlando wedding photographers.

2. You will also want to do a search for local publications. The most helpful web site we have found is www.thepwg.com. At this site, you can register to receive a complimentary copy of The Perfect Wedding Guide. Because the site offers publications geared to meet the needs of brides from over fifty-seven locations throughout the United States and Canada, you can pretty much locate a vendor in any major city in the United States. If you visit a particular publication’s web site, you are certain to find the web sites of established, experienced wedding photographers in your area who can afford advertising in wedding publications. In fact, this secondary search may help you to find photographers that you didn’t catch with the first search. To be most effective in your navigation, select a site that is updated regularly and is professional and user-friendly.

3. Other helpful sites are:

   www.theknot.com

   www.weddingchannel.com

   www.getawayweddings.com

   www.wppinow.com

   www.ppa.com.

4. Look for a web site that moves you emotionally and/or displays images that represent what you envision for your day. Once you find that site, contact the photographer to determine his or her availability. Don’t delay, dates fill quickly!


[image: ]
Web sites such as www.thepwg.com can be a valuable tool in locating your vendors.



Magazines. Bridal magazines are designed to provide interesting and helpful articles about everything that has anything to do with weddings. They showcase the ads of many photographers (which can help you to define the style you are looking for), feature articles on a variety of topics and are chock-full of vendors’ advertisements. Most national magazines include advertisements for photographers who are willing to travel and for studios that have multiple locations. While magazines will provide some great leads, there are some important facts to be aware of.

First, when a photographer is willing to travel, the bride and groom must typically incur the travel expense. You must decide whether or not the expense is justified based on your attachment to that photographer’s work. Secondly, you will have to plan plenty of time for travel. Don’t skimp on expenses like an extra night’s hotel expense for your photographer because, in the event of a delayed plane or car trouble, this “savings” could cost you your wedding photographs. It is better to be safe than sorry.

Companies that have multiple locations advertised in national publications employ many photographers and will not showcase the work of every photographer—they will select the best images produced by that studio and display those images to increase sales. Therefore, it is important to request a local web site address so that you can review the work of the particular photographer who would be available to photograph your special day.

National magazines are a wonderful resource. Consider tearing out images that appeal to you and saving them to show to your photographer at the pre–wedding day consultation. Often, the photographer can recreate the pose or setup that appealed to you.

Local magazines—those geared to serve a specific region or city—can really be an excellent place to turn when looking for a photographer and other service providers. When reviewing the vendors in local magazines, you can rest assured that travel fees will not apply.

Advertising in magazines is often more costly than advertising in guides (see next page), so the images that appeal to you will likely be from a more upscale photographer. That could be good or bad for you, depending on your budget!

Bridal Guides. Guides are different from magazines. They tend to list categories of vendors, and within each category, you will find an alphabetical listing of professional caterers, photographers, etc. Guides are a wonderful resource— they are both easy to use and readily available. You can think of a guide as a pocket-sized resource for finding professionals in the wedding industry.
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The Perfect Wedding Guide is just one of the publications that can make the planning of your wedding easier and more effective. Some guides are published to meet the needs of specific cities or regions. The Perfect Wedding Guide has over fifty-seven location-specific publications throughout the United States and Canada. Use the guide that caters to the area closest to you to reduce vendor travel fees.



Guides are generally more useful than the yellow pages because they strictly feature vendors that are interested in meeting your needs. You can find a wide range of images by various wedding photographers in a guide, without wading through pages of ads from photographers who actually specialize in children’s portraiture.

A bridal guide can be extremely helpful in planning your event. Steve Saffar, the national publisher of The Perfect Wedding Guide and the web site www.thepwg.com, defines a guide as “the perfect source to plan everything for your wedding when looking for local wedding professionals” and “a one-stop source for all of the bride’s needs.” He adds, “If a bride is looking for a functional publication that offers her local resources, guidance from local experts in her community and a portable publication that is convenient and easy to use, then The Perfect Wedding Guide is the perfect place to plan a bride’s wedding.”

Bridal Shows. As a bonus for advertisers, and to increase distribution, many guides and magazines promote bridal shows to both brides-to-be and the vendors in the community. This makes a bridal show a great place to connect with vendors (and, conversely, a great place for vendors to seek out new clients!).

In attending a bridal show, you can quickly view the work of many photographers in a single day. You will also have a chance to meet with many of these photographers. Photographer Doug Box believes it is important to get to know the photographer’s personality. Doug says, “The photographer will be with you most of the day. It is important to like him or her. Some photographers are so nice you would invite them to your wedding, even if you didn’t hire them. Others are wizards with the camera, but are so obnoxious you can hardly stand to be near them. I feel a great personality with good photographic skills is more important than a genius with a camera and no bedside manners.”

While bridal shows will provide you with the opportunity to meet prospective photographers, this is not the time to interview a photographer, get pricing information or make a decision. Typically, bridal shows are very busy and can be overwhelming. If attending a bridal show, make it your goal to achieve the following three objectives.

First, narrow down and select the top three photographers in attendance, based on the type of work they have displayed, their personality and level of professionalism. Do not take literature from vendors that are not in the top three. It will create confusion when you get home and want to follow up. Additionally, you will save vendors’ money if you don’t take marketing materials that you do not intend to use.

Next, when possible, determine if each particular photographer is available on your special day. Because dates are limited, you may want to have a backup date in mind. Remember that Fridays and Sundays are very popular for weddings today, and you may be able to save a little money if you book one of these days instead of a Saturday. Some photographers even offer a gift certificate toward products for clients who reschedule their wedding date to retain their service.

Finally, follow up as quickly as possible. Dates are limited; most photographers only photograph one function a day. Remember, at a bridal show, you are likely not the only person requesting information for the date you have selected. Do not go home with a bagful of literature and sit on it for two weeks before you follow up. If so, your date will most likely be booked by the time you get around to making the phone calls. Thus, attending the show becomes a waste of time!


[image: ]
Be certain to speak directly to the photographer who will be conducting your event to ensure that you both have the same vision. Photo by Susan Powers.



Referrals. Many photographers believe that the simplest way to find a photographer is through referrals. Photographer Andy Marcus suggests that brides talk with friends who have recently married. He believes they are the best source of information and will provide a base from which to proceed. However, photographers Stewart and Susan Powers offer a good suggestion as well, “Be aware that if you ask other people how much they invested in their photography, you may not get numbers that are accurate for your wedding.” They recommend speaking directly to the photographer for a quote due to the very diverse and personal nature of weddings. After all, every wedding is the same, yet very different.


[image: ]
Be certain to talk with friends who have recently been married. A happy bridal couple can provide a valuable referral. Photo by Andy Marcus.




[image: ]
Consider asking your church to refer a photographer. They most likely have photography rules to abide by during the ceremony and may be partial to the professionalism of a particular photographer in your town. Photo by Douglas Allen Box.



Another helpful hint is from photographer Doug Box, who recommends asking other vendors (florists, bakers, caterers, reception venues, consultants, etc.) for referrals. For the most part, Doug believes these people will be straight with the couple and give them useful information and suggestions. However, be wary of vendors who are being paid for referrals! In fact, you may wish to ask each vendor directly if they are getting paid for the referral.

Previous Clients. Finally, you can request a list of previous clients from the photographers. You may, however, receive mixed reactions to this request. Some photographers feel that distributing the names and phone numbers of past clients is an infringement of privacy. However, other photographers will distribute the lists freely. Photographer Jeff Hawkins believes that the best way to protect past clients’ privacy while giving potential clients access to clients’ opinions is through the implementation of a “guest book” on the studio’s web site. This way, photographers can encourage past clients to add an entry after their special day. He believes that this satisfies the needs of past and future clients both: couples get reviews on the photographer’s performance and past clients can provide their contact information if they wish to rave (or complain) about their experience.


[image: ]


Serendipity is often defined as finding something or someone good accidentally. While luck or good fortune may play a part in finding the ideal person to document your special day, the task actually takes time and can be tedious. Beginning your search a year in advance will relieve some of the stress inherent in this endeavor. However, it is always important to take advantage of the tools available to make your quest easier. Using the internet, bridal publications, bridal shows, etc., can assist you in locating the right photographer. Then you have to ask yourself, “Now that I have narrowed my search, what is the next step?”


[image: ]
Begin planning for your wedding day a year or more in advance to eliminate as much stress as possible. Facing page photo by Jeff Hawkins. Right photo by Andy Marcus.






End of sample




    To search for additional titles please go to 

    
    http://search.overdrive.com.   
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