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USING THIS BOOK

Whether you’re an exchange-student headed to Korea to study and broaden your worldview, or a frat bro looking to drink your ass off and feed your raging case of Yellow Fever, you’re gonna need to know more than just how to say “hi” and “thank you.” You need to be able to order a drink, pick up a date and tell a douchebag to go “suck on your mama’s titties” more (ssibalnom, gaseo eomma jeot-ina deo bbaldawa;  [image: 003])!

This book is designed to teach you all those sorts of words, the ones that your professors were too scared to teach you, those phrases too raunchy to appear in any textbook and all those expressions you would never, ever say in front of your mother—in short, all the sayings that you actually give a shit about. Because let’s be honest, when was the last time you were hanging out with friends and felt the need to say “I live in the red house. I enjoy tennis. Where is the library?” Nobody talks this way, least of all Koreans, who—once they warm up to you—can be some of the most foulmouthed motherfuckers you’ll ever meet. So let’s get real for a change.

Dirty Korean is the product of a lifetime of vulgar language picked up from lots of bad company and many a poor life  choice—none of which I regret today, however, because it all led to this little gem of a book that I now pass on to you, dear reader. Use it wisely and at your own peril.

It’s been arranged thematically, and each English phrase is followed by its Korean pronunciation and written characters. I’ve also included important and interesting tidbits on Korean culture to give you a better understanding of the phrases, places and social customs you’ll encounter during your travels. That’s because I’d hate to have you mistake a sarcastic pickup line for a verbal slap-in-the-face and lose your chance at baggin’ some hottie. So now, go forth—take your Dirty Korean and get dirty with it!




Quick and Dirty Korean Pronunciation 

Korean is super easy to read and write once you master the 24 characters that, when put together, make the sounds of the Korean language. If you’re a quick learner, you’ll probably master them in about an hour. The letters are all geometric shapes that were created by King Sejong in the 1400s.


TONES 

To most foreigners, Korean just sounds angry or whiny. Koreans tend to speak with a stiff intonation, as opposed to the more fluid sounds of English speakers. One way to practice your Korean accent is to drag your tongue at the end of your syllables to make the sounds a little whinier (the tilde after the hangeul means you should drag out the syllable).

Annyeong~  
[image: 004]




CONSONANTS 

The Korean alphabet has 14 consonants that are similar to those in English. However, there are double consonants that are pronounced differently. Whenever you see doubled letters, make sure to speak with a strong emphasis that almost make you sound angry.

[image: 005] = g, k, like in “gorgeous” / [image: 006] = kk  
[image: 007] = n, like in “norm”  
[image: 008] = d, t, like in “drum” / [image: 009] = dd, tt  
[image: 010] = r, l, like in “rude”  
[image: 011] = m, like in “morning”  
[image: 012] = b, p, like in “breasts” / [image: 013] = bb like in “pepper”  
[image: 014] = s, like in “sex”/[image: 015] = ss  
[image: 016] = ng, like in “meeting” (but silent if at the beginning 
of the word)  
[image: 017] = j, like in “joy”/[image: 018] = jj  
[image: 019] = ch, like in “chihuahua”  
[image: 020] = k, like in “key”  
[image: 021] = t, like in “toy”  
[image: 022] = p, like in “punch”  
[image: 023] = h, like in “horny”




VOWELS 

The Korean dialect has 10 vowels. It can be difficult to pronounce them at first because of the subtle similarity of their sounds. But once you get to hang of it, it’s pretty easy.

HOW TO READ KOREAN

Korean can be written in either the standard Western style (left to right in horizontal rows) or in vertical columns reading from top to bottom and right to left, although the latter is rarely used nowadays.

When actually reading the characters, remember that letters (consonants and vowels) never stand alone—consonants are always combined with a vowel (or a vowel and another consonant) to form syllable blocks. These blocks always start with a consonant followed by a vowel to the right of or beneath it. Note: When the consonant O is placed at the beginning of a block, it’s silent.

You pronounce the sound of each letter in a syllable block from left to right first, then read any letters that are at the bottom half of the block. The bottom letters are called batchim ([image: 024]), supporting consonants used at the end of a syllable block to form the sound. For example, [image: 025]  (hangeul). It reads:[image: 026] (h)  
[image: 027](a)  
[image: 028] (n)  
[image: 029] (g)  
[image: 030] (eu)  
[image: 031] (l)





Then try and [image: 032] (swipda) = [image: 033] (s), [image: 034] (wi), [image: 035] (p), [image: 036] (d), [image: 037] (a). You just said [image: 038], which means “Korean is easy!” The learning’s gonna be so fast that you’ll be ordering soju and negotiating with a prostitute in no time!



[image: 039] = a, like in “father”  
[image: 040] = ya, like in “yahoo”  
[image: 041] = eo, like in “fuck”  
[image: 042]= yeo, like in “y’all”  
[image: 043] = oh, like in “old”  
[image: 044] = yo, like in “yo mama”  
[image: 045] = u, like in “moon”

[image: 046] = yu, like in “you”

[image: 047] = eu, there is no sound like this in English. Just put your teeth together and pull your lips while you try to make this vowel sound.

[image: 048] = i, like in “lily” or “silly”



Also, Korean vowels combine to make different sounds such as,[image: 049] = ae, like in “bayer”  
[image: 050] = yae, like in “yeah”  
[image: 051] = e, like in “never”  
[image: 052] = ye, like in“Yale”  
[image: 053] = wa, like in “wash”  
[image: 054] = wae, like in“whey”  
[image: 055] = oe, also like in “whey”  
[image: 056] = wo, like in “woman”  
[image: 057] = we, like in “wedding”  
[image: 058] = wi, like in “wing”  
[image: 059] = ui, like in “ooh-ee”








CHAPTER 1

HOWDY KOREAN

HANGUK INSAMAL
 [image: 060]






Hello 

Annyeonghaseyo

[image: 061]



Unlike some languages, it’s cool to use Korean slang with complete strangers. But only if you’re older than they are. If you’re not, or it’s questionable, you best stick to formalities and old-fashioned “hellos.” Korea is just age-deferential like that. If you’re with friends though, all bets are off—feel free to get slangy as you wanna be.

Hi (to same age or younger)  
Annyeong  
[image: 062]

Yo!  
Ya!  
[image: 063]

Hey!  
Imma!  
[image: 064]

Good to see ya.  
Banga banga.  
[image: 065] .



On the phone:Hello?  
Yeoboseyo?  
[image: 066]?

Who dis?  
Nuguseyo?  
[image: 067]?








What’s up? 

Wannya? / Wasseo?

[image: 068]



Like in any language, you always gotta find out how your peeps been doin’ when you haven’t seen ’em in a while. Don’t be too surprised, though, when Koreans talk bluntly about how fat your ass has gotten since they last saw you. Changes to your physical appearance are considered fair game for discussion. Don’t be offended. It just is what it is, fatty.

How ya been?  
Jal jinaeni?  
[image: 069]

Yeah, I’m good!  
Eung, jal jinae!  
[image: 070]!

Good!  
Joa!  
[image: 071]!

So-so.  
Geunyang geurae.  
[image: 072].

Sucky.  
Guryeo.  
[image: 073].

Whatcha been up to?  
Mohago sarannya?  
[image: 074]

Long time no see!  
Oretmaniyeyo!  
[image: 075]

It’s been a while.  
Olman!  
[image: 076]

You’re still alive?  
Saraisseonnya?  
[image: 077]

You need to lose 
some weight!  
Sal jom bbaeyagetda!  
[image: 078]

Your face has gotten 
chubbier!  
Eolguli tongtonghae!  
[image: 079]!

Your mom has gotten 
chubbier!  
Neone eomma saljom  
jjisyeosseo!  
[image: 080]!

[image: 081]






Goodbye 

Jal jinae~

[image: 082]



You know how in Hawaiian aloha means both “hi” and “bye”? Well, Korean is the same way. You just have to drag out the end of the word “hello” to make the difference.

Goodbye (general use)  
Annyeong~  
[image: 083]

Goodbye (to a person staying)  
Jal isseo~  
[image: 084]

Goodbye (to a person leaving)  
Jal ga~  
[image: 085]

Goodbye (when both parties are parting)  
Jal jinae~  
[image: 086] 
Literally, “be well.”

Bye bye  
Bai bai  
[image: 087]

See ya!  
Tto boja!  
[image: 088]!

Later!  
Najungebwa!  
[image: 089]!

I’m out.  
Na ganda.  
[image: 090].

Be careful!  
Josimhae!  
[image: 091]






G’morning! 

Joeun achim!

[image: 092]



The formal ways of saying “good morning” and “good evening” are so long-winded that you might pass out trying to say them in one breath. Better not to risk it. Stick with the more casual ways of greeting friends and family.

Good morning (formal)  
Annyeonghi jumusyeoseoyo  
[image: 093]

G’morning!  
Joeun achim!  
[image: 094]!

Sleep well?  
Jal jasseo?  
[image: 095]

It’s a beautiful evening!  
Joeun bam!  
[image: 096]!

Good evening (formal)  
Annyeonghi jumuseyo  
[image: 097]

Evenin’  
Jaja~  
[image: 098]

Sweet dreams!  
Joeun kkumkkwo!  
[image: 099]!

Dream about me!  
Nae kkumkkwo!  
[image: 100]!






I am sorry 

Mianhapnida

[image: 101]



Let’s be honest: Apologizing blows. And you usually don’t even mean it. But it’s one of those things that you have to know how to do, even if it’s bullshit. But if you have to do it, you might as well have some fun with it.

Sorry! (informal)  
Mian!  
[image: 102]

Forgive me!  
Yongseohaejwo!  
[image: 103]

Oops!  
At!  
[image: 104]

My bad!  
Silsu!  
[image: 105]

No worries.  
Geokjeonghajima~.  
[image: 106]

It’s all good.  
Da gwaenchana.  
[image: 107]

No problem.  
Munjae eopsseo.  
[image: 108]

Forget about it.  
Ljeobeoryeo.  
[image: 109]

Well excuuuuse me for living!  
Jugeuljoereuljyeotda!  
[image: 110]

Literally, “I have committed a killing sin!” and is said sarcastically, as in “I’m soooo sorry for what I’ve done to deserve to DIE!”






Please 

Budi / Jebal

[image: 111]



Koreans don’t really use the word “please” unless it’s in an extremely formal setting or out of sheer desperation (“Please don’t sodomize me with that rusty ice pick, Sir”). Because “please” isn’t used much in their language, Koreans are often thought to be rude or demanding when they’re in the States. But they’re not; it’s just their language.

Can you please scratch my back?  
Nae deung jom geulgeojullae?  
[image: 112]?

When Koreans ask for something politely, they say the word little (jom; [image: 113]), instead of please.

Can you please do me a favor?  
Budi butak jom deureojullae?  
[image: 114]

Please, accept my heart!  
Jebal je mameul badajuseyo!  
[image: 115]!






Making friends 

Chingu mandeulgi

[image: 116]



If you want to make friends in Korea, you don’t go up to strangers and just start talking to them. That’s creepy. Instead, you meet people through internet clubs such as meetup.com or through Facebook events. Also, you can make friends at different clubs in Hongdae or Itaewon while you get drunk and dance with strangers. If you’re looking to hook up, clubs are definitely the way to go. Korean girls will throw themselves at you if you are a foreigner. They want to learn English and see the big sausages as a bonus. Show them what you’ve got! It’s easier to get laid if you have friends to back you up. So take your fugly wingmen out with you to take the fugly girls out of the equation.

EXCUSE ME

SILLYEHAPNIDA / JAMSIMANYO

 

[image: 117]

“Excuse me” can be used as an apology or for asking a favor. But don’t worry about saying “excuse me” every time you bump into someone in Korea. It’s a small country with a high density of people. Shit happens. Just keep walking and pretend like it never happened. Also, don’t get offended if some ol’ ladies bump into you or cut you off in a subway line. They’re trained to be like that all through their existence. These ajummas, old ladies, are all like that. Be the better person and smile! Or you can cuss them out and give them a finger. Your choice.

Excuse me  
Sillyehapnida / Jamsimanyo  
[image: 118]

Literally, “one minute,” but you can use this one to get through the crazy crowds in Korea.

Cuse’ me  
Sillye~  
[image: 119]  
Move out of my way!  
Bikyeo!  
[image: 120]  
Be careful!  
Josim!  
[image: 121]





INTRODUCING YOURSELF

JAGI SOGAE

[image: 122]

My name is James.  
Nae ireumeun James ipnida.  
[image: 123] 
I am from America.  
Jeoneun eseo wasseupnida.  
[image: 124]. 
I have yellow fever.  
Jeoneun donyanginman joahapnida.  
[image: 125]. 
I am 18 years old and full of testosterone.  
Jeoneun yeollyeodeolssaligo himi neomchipnida.  
[image: 126]. 
I like hairy girls.  
Jeoneun teol maneun yeojaga josseupnida.  
[image: 127]





Meeting  
Miting  
[image: 128]

These are the occasions where a bunch of girls and boys meet for a date, usually for high school and college students.

Hey, is there a meeting you can set up?  
Ya, mitingjari eopsseo?  
[image: 129]?  
Do you have someone you picked?  
Jjigeun ae isseo?  
[image: 130]? 



Blind date  
Sogaeting  
[image: 131]

Can you set me up on a blind date with one of  your hottie friends?

Jal saeng-gin chingurang na sogaeting sikyeojo?  
[image: 132]?  
Arranged blind date  
Seon  
[image: 133]

A long time ago, all Koreans had arranged marriages. Although most people marry out of love nowadays, there still are a few Koreans who are forced by their parents to go through arranged blind dates to meet the “right kind of the other half.”



Nice to meet you.  
Mannaseo ban-gapseupnida.  
[image: 134].

What’s your name?  
Ireumi mwoyeyo?  
[image: 135]?

Have we met before?  
Uri mannanjeok itnayo?  
[image: 136]?

Do you have a light?  
Laita isseuseyo?  
[image: 137]?

Do you have the time?  
Jigeum myeossiyeyo?  
[image: 138]?

How old are you?  
Naiga eotteoke dwae?  
[image: 139]

Really? You don’t look that old!  
Jeongmal? Geureoke an boyeo~!  
[image: 140]!

Me, too! I’m the same age!  
Nado dong-gap!  
[image: 141]!

Let’s not talk so formally.  
Uri mal noeulkkayo? / Uri yaja tteullkka?  
[image: 142]?

Do you come here often?  
Yeogi jajuwa?  
[image: 143]?

Do you want to get a drink?  
Uri sul hanjan halkka?  
[image: 144]?

Where are you from?  
Eodiseo wasseo?  
[image: 145]?

Where do you live?  
Eodi sara?  
[image: 146]?

Let’s be friends.  
Uri chingu halkka?  
[image: 147]?

What’s your phone number?  
Jeonhwabeonhoga mwoya?  
[image: 148]

What is your Cyworld address?  
Cy jusoga eottoke dwae?  
[image: 149]? 
Cyworld is a social-networking site, like the Facebook of Korea.

Let’s go have sex?  
Uri enjoy halkka?  
[image: 150]? 
Literally, “let’s enjoy tonight.”






Pictures 

Sajin

[image: 151]



Since the digital camera revolution, Koreans have become obsessed with taking pictures. You’ll have to be patient when they take pics of their meals before they eat at restaurants, which has become something of a tradition. You can’t touch the food before the girls take pictures of it! They’ll chop your hands off, so be careful. And if you want to take a photo of some of your Korean friends, know that Koreans have a huge complex about their head/face size. It’s common to see people fight over who gets to stand in the background of a portrait to make their head look smaller than everybody else’s. That’s also why you might see people covering their cheeks with a hand or bangs. And when you pose, don’t forget to make the V-for-Victory sign with your hand before the shutter snaps!

Digital camera  
Dika  
[image: 152]

Fuck digital cameras! Mechanical cameras are  
the best!  
Dijitaleun gaebbul! Sudongi joa!  
[image: 153]!



Self-taking picture skill  
Selka  
[image: 154]

Yes, Koreans have a word for this. Even with their short arms they can actually get about four to five people in the picture, including themselves. The best angle for the self-taking pictures according to Koreans is 45 degrees up from your face.

Cell phone camera  
Phoneka  
[image: 155]

Let’s take a picture!  
Sajin jjikja!  
[image: 156]!

Can you take a picture of me?  
Sajin jjigeo juseyo.  
[image: 157].

“One, two, three”  
Hana, dul, set  
[image: 158]

Cheese  
Kimchi~  
[image: 159]

Saying kimchi is like saying “cheese” when taking a picture in Korea. You can say it to make the perfect smiling face in a picture. This is a must-do, along with the V-for-Victory (or peace sign), when you take pictures.

[image: 160]







End of sample
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